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The Reasons Why The Prisons Have
Already Passed The ERA

by
Charovula

Part 11 of my article on racism in the 9'3 movemant had to be postponed

because these last few weeks another matter came up which I felt had to be

dealt with first., As it will be seen below, it is anyway inherently cone

nected with what 1s being discussed in this article in general.

Over the past month and a half, there has been a hearing in the S. Dis-

trict of the US Federal Court in N.Y. to determine whether male guards would

or would not remain in the housing units of the women's only NY State prie

son, Bedford Hills Correctional Facility. Male guards were hired by the

administration a year and a half ago, and began serving in the housing units

in January of 1977. The reason for this move was, according to the insti-

tution, a recent decision by the US (Courts that no one seeking employment

within the Correctional Services Dept. should be discriminated against on

the basis of sex, i.e. men could Serve in women's prisons and women in men's

prisons. 1t seemed that the U.S. Courts and the Correctional Dept. were

indeed more open-minded than the US Congress and the general public as well
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who haven't been able for years to pass the ERA, granting all of us women
equal 0pportunities!

when 1 first heard why males could now serve at Bedford, my first re-
action was, whom are they kidding? I did not at all consider the equal
job opportunity line as actually having anything to do with the real rea-~
son for hiring men to supervise women. My mind, as well as everyone else's,
raced to the obvious connections, i.e., the sheer intimidating force of
males over females and the sadistic harassment by the mere presence of
men at all times in one's daily life.

Not that these aren't valid enough reasons. Housing units are defi-
ned as those parts of the institution where women sleep, lounge and shower,
and of course use the toilets (located in their cells). This includes the
segregation and medical building uﬁits. ¥hile performing any of these ve-
ry private bodily functions, the women are in full view of the guards: thus
privacy, guaranteed to all of us by the US Constitution, becomes an impos-
sibility within the confines of a US prison. 7This lack of privaocy, or cons-
tant surveillance, i3, as a woman psychlatrist testifying for the women put
it, totally demoralizing. When malo*guards replace female guards, the de- -
moralization becomes, plaeinly, harassment. Any woman, any lesbian, but
especially all separatists, can appreciate situations such as these: wa-
king up in the early morning with menstrual blcocod all over you while a man
is looking in taking the count; being strip-searched (including anal search)
with men as part of the searching team; taking a shower and looking up in
the mirror skillfully placed across the shower booth to see a m#n (osten-
tatiously in the corridor outside) observing your reflection with gleeful
eyes; lying on a doctor's examining bed, your legs apart for a vaginal
check-up (bad enough in any doctor's office) and catching in the open doar
the peeping glance of the male guard who escorted you there.

This is sexual harassment, even though it is not actual physical mo-

lestation. In fact it is worse because it is too subtle to be noticed at
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first glance. After all, the creeps supposedly are doing their "duty"!

But it doesn't always stay so subtle. It often becomes actual phy-
sical harassment, and, though this didn't come up at the hearing, there

have been cases of rape (and resulting pregnancy) where the males just go
and force the women by telling them they'll write up fake charges againast
them if the women won't comply.

This type of harassment, the sexual kind, can either be calculated
sadism on the part of the institution, designed to make the women feel
cheap, to lower their self-esteem and produce malleable material which will
not ever cause trouble; or it can be the natural result of having males
around women, especlally women in a cage, powerless to defend themselves.
in the latter case, the administration may not necessarily order the males
to behave that way, but they tolerate and encourage it, Knowing full well

that physical intimidation of women by men has kept women in their "Place"”

for millenia.

Next in line of escalation is the issue of violence and brutalization.
Males are wanted in these positions of control because they're physically
stronger, they can twist your arm quicker than a woman guard, they can
Deat you up harder, and strangle you faster.

All these are good reasons, but they are not, I came to realize, the
essence of why males are now at Bedford and in more and more women's pri-
sons around the country. It is much subtler than that and it is scary.

None of the above reasons had any relevance when the question of women
guards in men's prisons came up. A woman guard won't be much help, after
all, in quelling men's riots in Attica. So it had to be something else,
and the state lawyers themselves (in defense of the prison) let their own
cats out of the bag. Their "experts" testified that, where there was a cer
tain mixture of the sexes, things in general ran a lot smoother. It was
stated that tho‘prolonce of male guards in women's prisons was a "human-

izing, stabilizing” factor and proved to make women "act more lady-like",
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use less "vulgar" language, and get involved in less fights, i.e. show less

physical aggressiveness.) more passivity. Not only that, they claimed that

women, in general, felt more "secure” in the presence of male guards|

This led to the next surprise element of the hearing: it became ap-
parent that they blamed the whole lawsuit against the prison on those wo-
men who were "man-haters’ because they were lesbians!!|

Suddenly, the whole thing clicked together: beyomnd the sexual haras-
sment, beyond the intimidation of brutality, this was a move dictated by
subtle psychology and Madisonian PR, based on the greatest fear patriarchy
can experience, the fear of not being wanted, the fear that women will
learn to know, love and support each other in the absence of men.

1t 1s well known that lesbianism thrives in women's prisons, women

turn to each other for emctional and physical suastenance; in order to cope

with the dehumanizing environment of the prison, the women form alliances,
families, entire structures, which may not be feminist according to the
women's movement standards, but are nevertheless vitally woman-identified.
Parenthetically, it is common criticism by the movement that these les-
blans, once out in the street, turn straight again and that their lesbia-
nism was a temporary form of seeking relief inside the prisons. First,
there is nothing wrong with turning to woman for relief, no matter what
the reason. Second, many continue to be lesbians outside. Third and most
important, since most of the vomén in prison are Third World and/or poor,
it is very racist of us not to understand that they may not have the lu-
xury of choice and the freedom to ''come out”, considering the discrimina-
tion against Third World lesbians and the necessity to survive as best one
can, especially if one already has children and no job qualifications.
Back to the prison system, however, A situation that makes it vital
for women to turn to other women is a situation inimicael to patriarchy's
ends. Women in prison go from forming strong personal ties to supporting

each other as a group, which, though again not always according to our
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"feminist" standards, nevertheless is a political education hard to come

by on the outside. A lot of political revolutionaries were formed out of

raw material within prison walls. Translate that to women revolutionaries,

even worse to Third World women revolutionaries, very possibly woman-iden-
tified, and you have a concept, a power that could totally undermine the
system and must at all costs be stopped. To do that, you re-introduce men
where there were none before, and you subtly induce women to think 'straight":
if they dress more like "ladies", if they talk more like "ladies", if they
act more like "ladies', it will surely bring them benefits; if they can
appeal to the men sexually, they are sure to get less charge sheets, and
more favors, which will make prison life a little more tolerable.

AsS women, we are conditioned since year one to respond to men, to
sell ourselves to men, in one way or another, in o;chango for "protectien'.
In a vulnerable situation such as prison, it may be doubly easy to induce
 women to act "feminine', i.e. submissive, passive, in order to survive.
Such an inducement may be so subtle as to be subliminal, and such a choloce
of action on the part of the women may be so unconscious as to seem ''na-
tural“, the "normal" reactions of women to men. But we lesbian/feminist/
separatists know for a fact this is man's tactic to exercise control over
us by koopins women dependent on men. The worst aspect of this is that
it divides women from each other while they must compete to get the at-
tention and favors of the males; even more important, it divides those
women who are politically aware and intent on resisting this psychological
game from the rest of the women. Above all, it separates the lesbians
from the straight women, and it isclates lesbians as those responsible
for all revolutionary resistance, interpreted as trouble-making, it sets
them up as those who are violent and dangerous not only to the institution

but also to the rest of the women. Thus, eventually, the women are told

male guards are there to protect them from other women. Consequently, far

from turning to other women for help and love, they once again learn to
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depend on men for survival. Evontually this dependence becomes assocliated
with friendly feelings -- a psychological set-~up where ocontrol is insipid-
ly achieved by consent of the oppressed, because obviously when you consi-
der a guard as a friend and protector rather than an oppressor, you are
bound to listen and do what he says.

So obviously male guards are placed in women's prisons for the psycho-
logically well-thought out purpose of not letting the women forget what
it is to live with men around, that the boys are still out there, con-
trolling a world that is, and must remain, heterosexual., DBecause of course
we know that, if patriarchy is the foundation of capitalism, imperialism,
and all such evils, heterosexuality is the foundation, tho'prcroquisito

for the perpetuation of patriarchy. It is the system where the two sexes

are defined by man into rigidly distinct roles, 30 that women will always
know their place of childlike dependence on the male sex. Anything threat-
ening heterosexuality threatens the patriarchy.

Homosexuality thrditonl the patriarchy, lesbianism of course more so
than malec homosexuality, but the latter is a threat also, since male ho-
mosexuals do not fit the male role which the system depends on. VWomen
guards are introduced in men's prisons to keep the idea of sexual ex-
ploitation alive in men's heads, to remind men of the existence of ano-
ther sex; never mind that this other sex now wears the uniform and is
seemingly in an upper hand position. Already women guards have been beat-
en up and molested by inmates. Anyway, what better way to remind men that
women are hate objeocts than by placing them in the horrible role of pri-
son guards?

Affirming heterosexuality is one way the system fights to destroy les-
bians and other strong women in priion (as well as cutside). But there is
another way, should the above fail, and it is so camouflaged under the con-

cept of equality -- beloved to liberals and all good democrats -- that 1
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suspect it will be used more and more to work against women in general.
With the upsurge of the women's libera(liza)tion movement, the sexual
"revolution'”, and the pushing for better and bigger pieces of the pie for

women, the system has been under pressure to do something about the Woman

Problem. Since men won't voluntarily give up their supremacy, this some-

thing inevitably would have to be co«¢optation, neutralization. 1 find

the key to a lot that is happening in the name of the women's movement in
that word: neutralization, rendering something dangerous neutral, neuter.
We have to remember that, after all, throughout the ages, what.man

hasn't been able to conquer, he assimilated and coopted; he has known that
what he couldn't totally possess, he had better '"transcend'”, thus denying
the essence of the unposasessable. 7This process lies at the basis of most
eastern religion and philosophy systems (enjoying such popularity in Ame-
rica today) which put forth as the highest ideal the being in which the
opposing forces of yin and yang, male and female, have been combined, or

rather resolved (neutralized!). This superior being is thus sexless, neu-

ter, that is, above sex, better than male or female. For a woman to be-

come this ideal, she has to first surrender her femaleness, stop being e

woman. Yet, as many people have already pointed out, this heightened su-

perior state is today primarily taught by male gurus and "masters’'l| The
transcendance of fomalﬁnoss obviously is a state useful only to men who
can thus do away with femaleness altogether and control us while making
us believe we've achieved nirvana.

This philosophical/theological principle finds its practical adapta-
tion in the goals of a movement which aims at nothing more than equality
for women, the elimination of all sex roles and the creation of a unisex
civilization. Although we do need the ERA, our society being what it is

today, although we do need equal job and education opportunities so that

e S



we oan get out from under and begin to see the avenues ahead of us, never-
theless to put all our faith in equality (as offered by a male system) is
indeed tantamount to inviting male guards in our lives, or, as many men and
male~-thinking women would have it, having fathers giving birth to our daugh-
ters|

This is the dangerous place where equal job opportunity in the prison
system has put the women at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility.

It i3 no accident at all that such a scenario would start being writ-
ten and acted out in a women's prison. As I stressed in my last artiocle,
the system is using Third World women as guinea pigs. And what better
place to carry out experiments than within prison walls, on women the world
has turned its back on, because they are of color, poor and powerless?

Third World women, most of them lesblans, were on trial durling this
hearing. They were there first, but, as I sat through the hearing, I knew
beyond doubt, and with horror in my heart, that we all would follow some
day in the near future. No matter how one looked at it, as enforcing he-
terosexuality, or fostering transexuality, the patriarchy congid.ra the
separation of the sexes and the evolution of strong women taking care of
themselves ahd one another as the ultimate danger to its existence. These
women were being put on the stand as examples to the rest of us of what
could happen if we decided likewise to resist.

It was a witchhunt, and, to my great regret and disillusionment, very
few women from the lesbian or feminist movement were there to witness it
and show their support for these women. Not only did this absence of the
community from the court show tetal lack of foresight about what will be

happening in the future, but it is of course another blatant example of

racism in the women's movement.



AN ARMY OF LOVERS

by Maricla Moyano

In reading Jeanette Foster's book Sex Variant Women in
Literature I was struck by how much the interpersonal problems
of Lesbians have remained the same. In spite of the Gay Libera-
tion Movement and then the Lesbian-Feminist Liberation Movement,
many of the problems that plagued Lesbians in the past, and
especially in the 1920‘s and 30's, continue to plague some
Lesblans now. Alcoholism: callous disregard of one lover for
another, "broken hearts," chaos, and drunken melodrama still
seem to abound. The revolutionary relationships of love and
trust that the Movement promised 1n 1ts early days are few
and far between.

I am not sure what the causes of all the destructiveness
and self-destructiveness are. 0f course, we are still battling
men and an alien society, are still confined to a few gather-
ing places, mostly bars, and perhaps Lesbians are still in-
corporating a male-spawned image of themselves that makes them
hate themselves and therefore their lovers. Some Lesblans
treat other Lesbians as sex-objects and have no more tender-
ness or respect for them than a man would.

When I read about the death of Romaine Brooks I was
saddened for past lLesbians and for Lesbians now, for the same
story could happen to some of my contemporaries. Romaine Brooks

and Natalie. Barney had an "open" but steadfast relationship
for fifty years. The "openness" was mostly on Natalie Barney's

part. They were both in their 90's when Romaine was dying.
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It so chanced that Natalie then developed one of her 1in-
terests 1n another, y'ounger woman who was 1n her 70's,
Romaine, jealous and perhaps exhausted with Natalle at
last, refused to see her, write her, talk on the phone %o
her, and}died bitter and alone in a darkened room, the win-
dows covered by black curtalns.

Lesbians have been so oppressed by soclety's "moral

code” that it is very hard for us to even approach the topic
of ethics. put Lesbians cannot continue damaging each other as

they do and ever succeed in bullding a truly revolutionary

network, much less a revolutlonary socletyv,

Perhaps I am an 1dealist, but I do not believe that the
act of love (in America called "having sex") is something
taken lightly by any woman in her heart of hearts. I think
Lesbians, like all Americans, live in a society that is
decadent 1in all its aspects, including the sexual, and
that Lesbians swallowed the 60's male "sexual revolution"
which gave everyone license to fuck without feeling.

But the crux of the matter is that Lesblans are full
of feelings and that when they violate their own or theilr
lover's feelings, they suffer, and they can be seen suffering
in droves, at the bars.

I don't have a prescription. I only know that the topic

must be opened up for discussion, brought out into the light.




LESBIAN ECONOMICS COUNT

by Susan Cavin

The Lesblan-Feminist Movement has yet to translate its political
power 1into economic power. We have organized our communities around
"sexual politics", but we have not yet used the political organiza-
tion that 1s already functioning locally, nationally, and interna-
tionally among lesbians to translate our "sexual politics"™ into
"sexual economy. |

The "gay boycott" against orange juice constitutes, I think, the
first mass gay natlional organizing effort aimed at hitting straight
economy. But thils 1s not strictly a lesbian venture, and not exact-
ly what I had in mind.

Lesblans have frequently organized around economic issues and ac-
tions proposed by movements outside the Women's and Lesbian Move-
ments. I am thinking of lesbian participation in civil rights boy-
cotss, workers strikes, farmworkers boycotts, sit-ins, rent strikes,
consumer protests, etc.

But lesblans have not organized themselves economically as much
as lesblans have been organized by others, by patriarchists. But
it 1s also true that lesbians have not done as much for themselves,
both politically and economically, as they have done for women in
general (through feminist work) and other oppressed sectors. I am
not trying to tell lesbians to stop working for other oppressed
groups, Just that we should start taking care of lesbian business.
By lesbian business, I do not mean business in terms of a few
nouveaux lesbian capitalists who have made it to reactionary no-
wheresville.

There are several approaches to creating collective lesblan eco-
nomic power that can be used for lesbian liberation purposes. I mean
collective as opposed to individual lesbian economic power. The few
noveaux lesblan capitalists spawned in late patriarchy are examples
of individual lesbian power that does the numerical mass of lesbians
no good whatsoever, unless they give financial support to the lesbian
movement, a rare event.

As a leseparatist, I favor the lesbian separatist approach to 1li-
beration as a long-term plan for the long haul. But there are other
approaches like the reformist, integrationist feminist economics that
closet lesblans can use for short-term benefit. But first:
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LESBIAN SEPARATIST ECONOMICS: I think if the lesbian movement counted 1t-
self, we would find more than sufficient techno-economic skills to create
and support a society of some 250,000-500,000 out lesbians in the U.S.
Lesbian world society would, of course, be much larger. I am counting on-
ly out lesbians here. However, we are only the tip of the iceberg. The
great mass of lesbians are still buried in patriarchy's extortion closet.
Their number is unknown. The reformist economic approaches are more geared
for lesbians in the closet, which is no place to be free---in fear. To
practice a lesbian separatist approach, you really have to be an out les-
bian, so far out that you're ready to leave patriarchal perimeters of mind,
time, and space altogether. Reform approaches function within patriarchy,

and often within the closet too; the reform closet deforms hope and pos-
sibility.

I believe that already there is enough land under lesbian individual
ownership to shelter many lesbian societies in various parts of the coun-
try. What has to occur 1s a shift from individual lesbian to collective
lesblan control of that land. Instead of attempting to integrate with pa=
triarchy and get higher social insecurity benefits, why not organize les-
bian counter-societies linked together nationally and internationally,
politically and economically, lesbian interdependencies that are, as a
whole, a self-sufficient female body independent of patriarchal economy?

The political organization is already there, the communication is

possible. But economically, we have done nothing to organize ourselves.
There is no time like the present to pool lesbian resources, and swim

out together in a pool.

For those who want to stay 1n the closet or believe_there is no exit
out of patriarchy, here is an interesting chance of reform economics
where lesblian economic organization could prove beneficial and politi-
cally useful., But since it is a reform, it must be viewed in its patri-
archal context. '

Recently I was told by labor lawyers that some of the big trade unions
have 1n the 1970's attempted to get federal legislation passed that would
enable them to organize and unionize temporary and part-time workers 1in
all fields, but so far the courts and congress have turned down such le-
gislation,

These temporary and part-time workers include everyone from "Kelly girls"”,
domestic workers, waitresses, anyone who works "off the books" at any kind
of job; anyone who 1s a non-unionized worker, anyone on unemployment, any-

one who works below the minimum wage at whatever job conditions, baby-sit-
ters, welfare workers, nurses sides, part-time school teachers, non-union-
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ized farmworkers, unemployed artists, writers and intelligentsia.
Furthermore, some trade unlonlists are now interested in organizing
not only the people on unemployment, but everyone on welfare, SSI,

and Social Security because they understand the close relationship
between workers and non-workers or work and non-work in capitalist

business cycles due to the experience of many union workers in the
1970's who have ended up on welfare or disability after their unem-

ployment ran out. In some labor unions in New Jersey now, over half
the membership is on either unemployment, then welfare,SSI and SSA.
The unions now estimate that some 50 million Americans fall into the
categories of part-time, temporary, non-unionized, unemployed or
disabled workers in the 1970's.

Most mainline Marxlsts do not regard part-time workers or wel-
fare clients or disable workers as part of the "real" proletariat, but
rather see this sector as too transitory, too much in flux to organize.

Most Marxists regard the lowest economic strata as belonging more to
the unpredicatable lumpenproletariat than to the proletariat. Both the

lumpenproletariat and the intelligentsia are viewed by Marxists with
great mistrust much the same way a bi-sexual is viewed in a lesblan

revolutionicapable of swinging either way--reactionary or revolutiona-
ry. Although I bellieve that lesblans come from all classes, and are

present in all economic sectors; lesbians as a class have been re-
garded as lumpenproletariat, sometimes intelligentsia.

Selma James has beautifully criticized the Marxian designated prole-
tariat as essentially being a white male industrial proletariat. James
(Sex, Race, and Class, 1975) points out the sexist and racist hierarchy
functioning within the proletariat where white male workers oppress wo-
men and Blacks and other ethnic minorities within the class as bourgeoils
white male capltalists oppress white male proletarians. You know the

old kick-the-people-underneath-your-class theory: man kicks wife, wife
kicks children, children kick dog, dog kicks bone, bones don't kick.

James'theory 1is more complicated than this; read 1t yourself.

Nevertheless, there are some renegade Marxists who see the temporary
part-time, unemployed, non-unionized, or disabled workers, the 50 millior
as a recognizeable revolutionary mass, that if organized could exert

powerful pressure on the economys they have already organized thousands
of workers on the East and West Coasts.

I began to think most of the Lesbian Movment falls into these cate-
goriess non-unionized, part-time, unemployed or disabled workers. Many

lesbians are workers who are artists and writers, or artists who are
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workers or intellectuals who are workers or workers who are intellectuals
At the same time too.

I think the Women's Movement and the Lesbian Movement in alliance
should organize ourselves first into economic sectors and see
where our muscle - lies; then organize female workers outside the
movement. If we do not think to do this work, male unions or male
leftists will do it--that is, organize women and lesbians for their

own political purposes, and not necesaarily to the collective benefit
of lesbians and women. I think if the Lesbian Movement organizes it-

self economically with a mind to strike, we can attach political
lesbian demands and rights to economic punches and see faster action.
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