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ForT DYKE LETTER

We are a lesbian separatist collective of
8 lesbians who have just rented a storefront
called Fort Dyke, the first lesbian separatist
space in New York City. For a long time we
have felt the lack of a place for lesbian se-
paratist political dialogue. Fort Dyke will
enable us to congregate as separatists to de-
velop theory and strategy, exchange political
information, and will function as a base to -
spread dyke separatism to lesbians who are not

already separatists,

We have organized Fort Dyke to more resem-
ble a private political organization for les-
bian separatists than an open women's center
for these reasons: 1)there is no place in
NYC for lesbians only, and we need one;
2)there is no place for politically committed,
active lesbian separatists to meet on a regu-
lar basis and not have to defend our existen-
ce to straight women. Instead, we can stimu- -
late and support each other and spread sepa-
ratism; 3)we want to bring together all les-

bian separatists in NYC who are in danger of
burning out from isolation or frustration and

consolidate into a strong, militant lesbian
separatist community.

The collective publishes Tribad: A Les-
bian Separatist Newsjournal, to which the 11
members of Fort Dyke are invited to submit
articles for possible publication., The arti-
cles will focus exclusively on lesbian issues
and activities locally, nationally, and in-
ternationally., We do not accept articles or
letters from men or straight women. Tribad

- i8 for and by lesbians only.

" We are neither a social environment nor a
women's business, but a serious political or-

ganization.
If you are a Lesbian Separatist interes-

ted in joining Fort Dyke, or a lesbian in-
terested in separatism, check the calendar

- for further information.

fhis is how we operate financially: our
rent is $110 a month plus utilities. To
raise this money, we calculate that we
need 26 lesbians paying $5 a month to co-
ver rent and lights. As our membership
grows we will be able to lower the dues.
Money is not a prerequisite to Jjoin;j if
you don't have it, join anyway. There

is always room at the Fort.

The Founding Collective of Fort Dyke
Karen Bender, Nike Bonagura, Susan Cavin,
Charoula, Myrna Danzig, Rhonda Gottlieb,
Eileen Kane, Maricla Moyano






