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las publicadoras que hacemos 
todo en esto 

Margarita Castilla 
Vanessa Cruz 

tatiana de la tierra 
Patricia Pereira-Pujol 

Lori Cardona 

esto publico material de 
lesbianas latinas que refleja 

nuestra diversidad y rompe con los 
estereotipos que nos han clavado. 
Nuestro objetivo es crear un foro 
para palabras e imdgenes que 

contribuyan a la fortaleza y orgullo 
de nuestra comunidad. 

La decision de publicar cualquier 
artfculo se hace por consenso. No 

publicamos materiales que 
consideramos opresivos, a menos 

que no podamos llegar a un 
acuerdo. En ese caso, publicamos 

el material con el interes de 
generar discusion en la 

comunidad. Las opiniones 
expresadas en esto no son 

necesariamente las opiniones de 
las publicadoras. 

Aceptamos materiales todo el ano. 
Incluya una nota biografica y 

dejenos saber si el material se ha 
publicado anteriormente. 

© 1992 esto no tiene nombre, inc. 
si no esta de otra manera 

indicado. Ninguna parte de esta 
revista se puede reproducir sin 

permiso escrito de las 
publicadoras. excepto en el caso 

de citas breves para usarse en 
articulos y reviews. 

Suscripciones a esto no tiene 
nombre cuestan $ 15 a personas 

en los Estados Unidos. $20 a 
instituciones y personas en otros 

paises. esto es gratis para lesbian as 
latinas encarceladas y ofrecemos 
suscripciones a precio reducido 
para personas de bajos recursos. 

r i n c o r i  e d i t o r i a l  
Tatiana says she left for Colombia because she could not handle working with Path 
Vanessa anymore without endangering the friendship. (We are happy to report shT 
back.) Working with little resources, with time and energy scrounged up from oth * 
obligations, does take its toll. Nosotras las que hacemos todo en esto have had to make tlT 
choice to let some things go in order to continue working together. We have our 
differences. Believe it! Our political beliefs range from ultra-conservative to progressive1 

We disagree on race issues, sex Issues, language issues. Basically, the only things we agree 
on are that we want to remain friends and that we have a deep respect for what Latina 
lesbians write. 

Publishing esto is a labor of love and commitment to Latina lesbians. We see it as an 
integral part of fostering a sense of community across many lines that divide us. Therefore 
we have made the choice to publish anything a Latina lesbian sends us, regardless of 
whether we like it or not, unless all five of us find it oppressive to other women. For 
example, one of us felt that the poem "Sisterhood seen through the eye of the needle" is 
oppressive to Puerto Ricans. Three of us disagreed. What do you think? 

In the past, we have been accused of playing into society's stereotypes of lesbians because 
we do not present a sarutized version of Latina lesbians. We have been criticized for 
publishing writing that is sexually explicit rather than elegant, in Spanglish rather than 
"proper" Spanish or English, that speaks frankly about SM and Butch & Femme rather 
than more socially acceptable ways of relating. To that our response has been: if you don't 
like it, write to us and tell us why. Make an effort to reach out to other Latinas and explain 
to them why you feel the way you do. We at esto are not in the business of deciding who 
is the "right" Latina and silencing everyone else. 

In the last issue we made the difficult choice of publishing an unfavorable review of 
Margins. On the one hand, we wanted to support the efforts of an emerging Latina writer, 
one of the few that are getting published. On the other hand, we felt that the review was 
not a malicious attack but a Chicana's effort to put in writing some of her thoughts about 
an important work. Therefore, in accordance with our editorial policy, we went ahead and 
published it. We got some flack for it, but we are very happy that some very articulate 
women, including rerri de la Pena, took the time to respond to it. 

Thus is what we want esto to be: an open forum, a place where we air things out, where 
we get down to business and speak to each other, with respect, the truths about our own 
lives. It is d if f icul t, but maybe we will ha ve to let some things go in order to make it happen. 

c o n t r i b u i d o r a s  
Vanessa Cruz — Miami Beach 

puertorra. her passion for shoes usually 
wins out over her better judgement 

Ellie Hernandez — Laredo, Texas 
essayist, poet, intellectual activist and currently 

a graduate student at Berkeley 

Lori Cardona — Ft. Lauderdale 
puertorican-mexlcan-american trying 

to learn el espahol 

Amy Concepcion — Miami 
a pesar de la lentitud de un verano carente de 
actividades ha podido mantenerse escribiendo 

Maria Cristina — Roslindale. Mass 
lesbiana chiiena-griega a la que le gusta hacer 

el amor con las erres y las ehes 

Terri de la Pena — Santa Cruz 
author of Margins, is writing another 

Chicana lesbian novel 

tatiana de la tierra — mayami 
pandebonospueblospurezabuscoyo 

Yan Maria Castro 
porque nos dirigimos hacia la juncion 

de lo espiritual y lo politico 

Margarita Castilla — Miami 
cubana. anti-comunlsta. cristiana y no 

feminista. amante de las mujeres. la 
sexualidad y la comunicacldn 

Mercedes — Medellin, Colombia 
con la esperanza de que las diosas me den la 
fuerza necesaria para ser una persona mejor 

Patricia Pereira-Pujol — South Beach 
puertorriqueha whose favorite hobby 

is to read trashy mysteries 

Cecilia Martinez Parente — Ft. Lauderdale 
mejicana enamorada — amo la vida 

y el momento 

Homosexuales 
en 

Ms. Cosme: 

I am writing in response to your re­
view of Terri de la Pena's Margins in the 
Winter 1993 issue. I am disturbed at 
your hostile treatment of a long 
awaited, finely crafted novel of a 
Chicana lesbian coming out to family 
and friends. While I don't condone or 
encourage a rubber stamp approach to 
reviews written by anyone, as a reader 
I do expect a thorough and balanced 
review of an author's work. 

Sara and the rest of her family. History 
has shown that actions speak louder 
and more profound than words. Roni 
understood that Sara wasn't going to 
change overnight and sought out help 
from both Rene and Rene's mama in 
expanding Sara's world. 

I applaud Terri de la Pena for 
protraying Roni as a young Chicana 
who is real and tangible to many of us. 

En nu£Ctras men 7FS 

The richness and complexity of Margins 
was due to Terri de la Pena's honesty 
in bringing out the negative as well as 
positive attributes found in our cultura. 
While I agree that cultural racism is 
rampant in all cultures and should be 
addressed within our own families, it 
is unfair for you to define Roni 
Melendez as passive and weak because 
she doesn't confront her family on its 
racism the way you wou Id deem correct 
or appropriate. 

Margins raises and explores many les­
bian and Chicana issues without being 
condescending or hitting us over the 
head with a soap box approach. Roni 
did in fact come out to her entire family 
and took the unconventional, dark 
skinned Rene Talamantes home to meet 

Gracias a las diosas that Terri left Roni, 
her family and friends with work to be 
done and didn't insult us by tying a 
shiny ribbon to the end of the story. 

In your review you state, "The real 
story or hidden text in Margins is ac­
ceptance of Roni Melendez's own 
mother's racism." In my opinion, the 
only hidden element was your own 
agenda that allowed for a distorted 
review and provided a grave disser­
vice to both Chicana writers and read­
ers. Unfortunately your review may 
discourage Chicana lesbians to submit 
their work and lessen the voices that 
desperately need to be heard. 

Liz Raptis Picco 
Santa Cruz, CA 

Para que esto pueda crecer y mejorar necesitamos oir tus 
puntosde vista, comentarios, criticasconstructivasyhalagos. 
Toda correspondencia debe incluir nombre, direccion y 
telefono. Todas las cartas se publicaran con el nombre si no 
esta de otra manera indicado. Envia tu correspondencia a 
esto no tiene nombre, 4700 NW 7 Street #463, Miami, FL 33126. 

escena 
Magnolias de acero se ha estado 
exhibiendo por varias semanas en un 
teatro de la calle 8, con una nutrida 
asistencia del publico, el cual 
gustosamente ha disfrutado de una 
excelente actuacion. La version en 
espahol de Steel Magnolias, conocida 
obra llevada a la pantalla grande, ha 
sido interpretada magistralmente y 

mejor dirigida. El 
tiempo fue justo; 
el intermedio, 
exacto; las 
decoraciones y 
v e s t u a r i o s ,  
acordes con la 
trama; y la risa, el 
llanto y el 
s u s p e n s o  
aparecieron por 

turno muy llevaderamente. Para que 
nada faltara y de todo hubiera, se hizo 
alusion a un tema tan de moda en los 
90s: la homosexualidad. Un solo 
comentario, como de pasada, pero 
presente. 

No asi fue tratado este tema en Miamiga 
lagorda, donde uno de los personajes es 
homosexual. No recuerdo, sobretodo 
en los ultimos tiempos, el haber visto 
representado a un homosexual en el 
teatro y menos dando una imagen 
positiva, acorde con la realidad de que 
un homosexual es un ser humano con 
ilusiones, esperanzas, sentimientos y 
que siente el rechazo de la sociedad 
basado en su orientacion sexual. En Mi 
amiga la gorda, que pudo ser un exito 
por la talla de sus interpretes, direccion 
y por lo humano de sus personajes y 
temas tratados, nos damos cuenta de 
que cada cosa va tomando su lugar a su 
tiempo y aparentemente este es el 
tiempo para los homosexuales, los 90s. 

to 
S 







Sisterhood seen through the 
I am a yellow skinned lesbian 
born across the street from 
the Acropolis, 
raised in 
Copiapo, 
Santiago de Chile, 
Jersey City, 
San Antonio 
and the Bronx... 
half breed, 
half baked 
by South American sun... 
la Cordillera de los Andes 
is my backbone... 

You tug at my skin 
and pull out my tongue... 
You 
demand 
assimilation... 
English only in the classroom, 
the lunchroom at the office, 
and even in my own kitchen... 

You 
demand 
"castellano puro" 
not Spanish 

and don't even mention 
Spanglish, 
jAy Dios mio, no! 
because 

"Mijita, we're better than that..." 
better than those Portorros 
que se comen las eses 
y pronuncian las erres como eles 
y dicen "vel-la?" y 
"cajjo" en vez de auto 
y "jufo" en vez de techo... 
jque no nos confundan! 
jNo senor! 

"we have to set ourselves apart..!' 

You 
demand 
to know 

just how much Greek 
do I speak? 
You ask me In English 
whether I am Greek... 

I say I am from Puerto Rico 
just to see your sales pitch 
drop to your shoes 
and to see your eyes 
now become 
two balls of fire, 
piercing my pockets and my 
backpack, 

making me actually feel that 
they're stuffed 
with cheap rayon blouses, 
when just two weeks before, 
when you asked 
and I answered 
"ne, 
yenithika stin elada, 
ala megalosa sto jili, 
ne, milao elenika... 
h'go...6ji poll..." 
Yes-l-was-born-in-Greece, 
but-l-grew-up-in-Chile, 
Yes-l-speak-Greek, 
a-little-not-much... 
your smile turned into a giggle 
as you reassured me, 
holding my elbow, 
that you'd give me 
the best deal in town 
just for me! 

because 
"you're family my little daughter..." 

But you were the first to 
open my eyes to myself, 
when you 
demanded: 

"just what are you 
and what do you call yourself 
and why..?" 

You tug at my skin 

and pull out my tongue... 
You beg me to 

be grateful for what I have... 

I embarrass you in 

the law school lecture room 

when I confront the white man, 
you spin around in your chair 
and angrily reproach: 
"but YOU can pass..!" 

You take me around 
a small town in New England 
and from your vehicle 
point to churches and schools, 
and the violet patch 
in your mother's back yard... 
I smile a sad smile 
and keep the tears inside... 

have-
nothing... 
to point to... 

My point of reference is a green card, 
which shows my face at 16, 
plucked eyebrows, 
polyester striped shirt... 

I look at you 
from behind green wavy lines, 
marginalized by immigration codes... 

I let you see my ID, 
the liquid green reflection 

of my alien aura 
filling your pupils 
drop by drop... 
l-am-the-illegal-alien-
turned-permanent-resident-
by-the-grace-of-god... 
more commonly known as 
..."la migra..." 
This ID 
is the receipt 
my mother got 
when she 
bartered her 
freedom 
in exchange for 
the privilege of 
flying back to 

her own country 

to reclaim her daughter, 
and re-entering 
the US 
through the 

front door... 
her back now 

drier than the 
Atacama desert 
she left behind... 

This ID 
now 

allows me 
the privilege 
to reside in a 
permanent 

state of alienation... 
the nostalgia so raw, 

at times I cannot even bear 
to look at the ocean... 

So instead, 
I look at you... 
and see 
waves 
of 
anger, 

desire, 

self-hatred, 

curiosity, 

ignorance, 
indifference... 
rising 
in the presence 
of 

my "not-dark-enough-skin," 

my "too-good-read-straight-black-hair; 
my 'loo-round-brown-eyes," 

my "too-un-Third-World-birth-place," 
my "too-loud-too-public-lesbianism," 
my "too-male-child," 
and in the 
absence of 
my mestiza abuelita, 
who died in 
an institution 
somewhere in New Jersey. 

In the telegram, 
which I interpreted for my mother, 
they said it was 
heart failure... 
I say she died of alienation 
in an alien nation, 

where 
living on the third floor 
was as 

unnatural to her 

as going through 
the day without 
a sip of tea 

to warm her bones... 

her roots up in the air, 

her adobe walls gone, 
her geranium garden forever lost... 

I see 
her brown face, 

her soft, warm wrinkles 
painting maps 

on the window panes, 
her eyes 
fixed on the 
asphalt road 

asking 
over and 

over 
again 

"^a quiora nos vamos mijita..?" 
I see 
her purple/green veins, 

puffing up 
as her bony knuckles 
rise and fall 
furiously 

making the crochet needle 
dive 

in and out 
of a yellow web... 

©y© Of 3 needle... Maria Cristina 
I see her are the streets 
knitting mine... of New York 
the same doily 

and when 
were pieces of her own fingernails 

over and and when that the sewing machine broke off 
over you reject my tongue, the only ocean she swims in 
again... you condemn yourself is the one she made with tears 
piercing through to silence... for her dead mother 
time and when and the daughter 
and you dismiss my skin, she lost 
space... you walk around for four years... 
her toothless mouth salty beaches, 

for four years... 

humming naked and raw... I, like my mother, 
"Aranjuez Mon Amour" prey of the sharp beaks now bend my back, 
in a trance... who in disguise of so that I may shorten 

separatists, the distance between us, 
I... nationalists, I, 
wish... and oh very p.c., like my grandmother, 
I... will feast on your heart... now refuse to forget, 
had... and once satiated, so that you too may remember... 
that doily now... will look on 

I would as the rest fight over the scraps- I 
press it to while your soul leaves you, want 
my face as if under an us 
and breathe order of deportation... to 
the smell of stitch 

my abuelita's hands But our 

I would press it hard I lives 

onto my cheeks Want together... 

and blend You... with threads 

her yellow web finer than 

with mine... perched on my shoulders, a spider's silk 

as we fly across oceans and Cordilleras... yet stronger 

Still, or wading, than mecate 

you demand side by side, from Masaya, 

assimilation brushing hips, a familiar sky, 

as you click your tongue, allowing the breeze a common language, 

roll your eyes to build tunnels a space to share 

and exhale your "get over if between our thighs, our "bochinches de comadres" 

at my "too pale to be oppressed" skin... our proud and shiny foreheads that will be like our barrio, 

reflecting the rainbow colored fish 

And every time that now swim freely I 

you deny yourself and tickle our toes... want 

the liberty to look or swallowing our 

for more than a reflection each other's tears, roots 

and to search deeper than skin, licking each other's scars, to 

you deny yourself the same... blessing each other touch 

because once your eye, with sage, copal so that 

eyes, and agua de Yemaya... you may feel 

ears, 

and agua de Yemaya... 
the heart of the cordillera, 

heart, In my eyes the roar of the Mediterranean, 

soul, I carry visions the rumble of the #4 train to the Br 

take me in, of my mother so you can hear 

bent over an industrial quenas, 

I sewing machine zamponas, 

am in a sweatshop charangos, 

yours somewhere in Manhattan... buzukis, 

and the only shiny diamonds blues, 

you that she found in and all the top ten hits 

on the Soul Train chart 
for the years 70 & 71... 

I 
want 
you 
with the dignity 
born of the understanding 
that the uniqueness of 
our colors and textures 

will render our quilt 

more than a cushion 
for our weary bones... 
our corners made stronger 

by the threads we share in 

common... 
but we must be willing 
to allow the needle 
to make us 
a circle of light... 

My community 
is on pins and needles... 
a quilt we have only 
dreamed of... 
a pattern unknown... 
the design a mystery 
as deep as cobalt blue, 
as fiery as burning red, 
as promising as fresh lavender, 
as ancient as our 
grandmother's cuentos, 
as new as our children's 
dreams." 

We can 
no longer 
afford 
to walk 
only under 
the eye 
of the 
storm... 

We must 
now find 
the path 
to our own shores... 
where among the seashr 
we will find 

our swords and shields, 

and 

our 
own 
shells... 

still 
echoing 

our 
names... 



New Women — New Earth 
A residential learning center 
for women who want to cel­
ebrate the earth while ex­
amining environmental is­
sues, eco-feminism, spiritu­
ality and art. Next semester 
starts on January 15, 1994. 
For more information, call 
(513)683-2340 

Women Weaving the World 
A women's college project 
focusing on energy, intellect, 
creativity and the earth. For 
more information, write to 
The Grail, Box 475, 
Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY 
12520. 

Of a Like Mind 
Networking newspaper for 
women interested in god­
dess rituals. For more in­
formation, write to OALM, 
Box 6021, Madison, Wl 
53716. 

CASA 
The National Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault is 
holding its 15lh annual con­
ference in Chicago, August 
3 - 8. For more information, 
call Jane Fee at (217)753-
4117. 

Your Call Counts 
In Washington, DC, civil 
rights for gays and lesbians 
are being discussed via 
Senate Bill #574 and com­
panion HR #1430. If passed, 
these bills will grant us legal 
protection of our civil rights. 
Yourcall lets them knowthat 
you support the passage of 
these bills. Government of­
fices keep a running tally of 
all calls that come in for pro 
and con opinions. Yourcall 
counts!!! Senate: (202)224-
3121,House: (202)225-
3121. 

Boycott in Progress 
Companies owned by Grand 
Metropolitan, which include 
Pillsbury, Green Giant, 

Burger King and Haagen-
Dazs, fired 300 women from 
their food plant in California. 
The company will be pursu­
ing cheap labor ($4.00 a day 
per person) in Irapuato, 
Mexico. To voice your sup­
port of the boycott, call Grand 
Metropolitan at 1-800-767-
4466. 

The Advocate in Trouble 
Achy Obejas, former news 
bureau staff memberfor The 
Advocate was fired aftershe 
complained about problems 
with management's attitude 
and lack of concern toward 
minority lesbian issues. Four 
out of five lesbians on the 
gay magazine's editorial staff 
have either resigned or have 
been fired since last year's 
hiring of Senior Editor, Jeff 
Yarbrough. Discrimination 
lawsuits are pending. 

Women Resourcing Women 
A Chicago-based women's 
group focused on the physi­
cal and emotional needs of 
women with HIV or AIDS. 
Special attention given to 
minority women's needs. For 
more information, call 
(312)292-1140. 

Anti-Racism Media Project 
The Media Education Project 
is an in-depth study program 
reviewing the portrayal of 
minorities in the media. This 
Boston-based committee 
suggests that, in order to 
reduce negative stereotypic 
portrayals of minorities, 
various factions of the media 
need to employ more people 
from diverse backgrounds in 
order to better reflect and 
represent the diversity of the 
viewing audience. 

DENEUVE 
This slick and glossy lesbian 
magazine has crossed over 
in many cities and can be 
found in some neighborhood 
bookstores and newsstands. 

Its Peop/e-magazine format 
allows for entertaining inter­
views, stories, dyke drama 
and lesbian gossip. 

Hate Crimes on the Rise 
The National Gay and Les­
bian Task Force reports an 
all-time high in numbers of 
reported crimes against gays 
and lesbians. Numbers were 
gathered from five US met­
ropolitan cities (Chicago, 
New York, Minneapolis/St. 
Paul, San Francisco and 
Boston). The 1,898 incidents 
in 1992 reflect a 172% in­
crease from the previous 
statistics gathered in 1988. 

Attorney General Meets 
with NGLTF 
Two officials from the Na­
tional Gay Lesbian Task 
Force met with Janet Reno 
in Washington to discuss the 
issue of violence against 
gays and lesbians. Reports 
form that meeting state that 
Reno listened with "great 
attention" and promised to 
look into the issue of anti-
gay violence. 

NAHJ and Univision 
When the Board of Directors 
at the National Association 
of Hispanic Journalists voted 
to support the boycott against 
Colorado and pulled out of 
their scheduled conference 
in that state, they accumu­
lated debts of up to $70,000 
as a result of their decision. 
(The Radisson Hotel 
pressed charges and de­
manded compensation for 
the broken contracts.) His­
panic Television Network, 
Univision, has assisted in the 
payment of the debt by con­
tributing an undisclosed 
amount. 

Lesbian Teacher Network 
Support network for lesbians 
working in homophobic 
school systems. For more 
information write to: LTN, PO 

Box 638, Solon, IA 52333. 
Include a SASE. 

Call for Video/Film Sub­
missions 
The 7,h annual New York 
Lesbian and Gay Experi­
mental Film Series (Sept. 9-
19) is now reviewing videos 
and films for possible show. 
For more information, call 
(212)925-5883. 

GLEM 
The Gay and Lesbian 
Emergency Media Cam­
paign is producing a series 
of video documentaries on 
anti-gay propaganda. For 
more information, write to 
GLEMC, 39W 14 St. #402, 
NY, NY 10011. 

Creating Change 
The annual conference for 
gay and lesbian activists will 
be held November 10-14 in 
Durham, NC. For more in­
formation, write to NGLTF, 
1734 14,h St. NW, Washing­
ton, DC 20009. 

Southern Women's Music 
and Comedy Festival 
The annual festival has been 
canceled for 1993, due to 
the coordinator's involve­
ment with the March on 
Washington. Next festival will 
be held May, 1994. 

Michigan Womyn's Music 
Festival 
To be held August 10-15. 
For more information, write 
to WWTMC, PO Box 22, 
Walhala, Ml 49458. 

Message to the President 
If you would like to send a 
note or a fax to President 
Clinton to express your 
concerns on issues that are 
important to you, you can 
write to him at: The White 
House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Washington, DC 
20500, fax (202)456-2461, 
phone (202)456-1111. 

NAT Foundation 
Seeking poetry, letters, etc. 
written to or for a loved one 
who died of AIDS for a book 
in progress to be titled / 
Never Said Good-Bye to Nat. 
Send submissions to Mary 
R. Sanders, NAT foundation, 
PO Box 308, Briarcliff, NY 
10510. 

National Lesbian Health 
Survey 
Volunteers needed to dis­
tribute surveys. If interested, 
call (213)650-1508. 

Sinister Wisdom 
Call for submissions on the 
following topics: 
Oppression/Allies: How we 
react, support, reject each 
other based on our differ­
ences. Deadline: Oct. 1,1993. 
Aging/On being old dykes 
Deadline: Feb. 1, 1994. 
Lesbians and religion 
Deadline: June 1, 1994. 
Mail one flat copy along with 
SASE to PO Box 3252, Ber­
keley, CA 94703. 

First Openly Lesbian Gov­
ernment Official 
Roberta Achtenberg, the 
former Director of the Na­
tional Center for Lesbian 
Rights has been appointed 
to a key position at the De­
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development. 
Achtenberg lives with her 
lover, Mary Morgan, who is a 
judge with the Municipal 
Courts of San Francisco, and 
they have a seven year old 
son. Right-wing Republicans 
are not pleased. 

Married Women Wanted 
If you are married to a man, 
but love women, you can be 
part of a sociological study 
now in progress. For a con­
fidential interview, orfor more 
information, write or call: 
Carreen, 1412 Ave. M Suite 
2293, Brooklyn, NY 11230, 
(718)375-8519. 

Anti-Gay Petition in 
Florida 
Anthony Martin of Palm 
Beach county is attempting 
to gather 429,428 signa­
tures on a petition that 
would allow for the consid­
eration of an anti-gay pro­
posal. If the signatures are 
obtained by August 9,1993, 
the state will put to vote a 
law, similar to the one in 
Colorado, barring gay rights 
and protection under the 
law. 

International Penpals 
A Dutch national gay rights 
group called COC has a 
network of more than 25 
countries with access to gay 
and lesbian penpals. This 
project, which is associated 
with the International Les­
bian and Gay Correspon­
dence Network has a small 
cost involved, so you may 
want to write for more de­
tailed information: ILGCN/ 
COC, Postbus 768, NL-
3000, Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands. 

Lesbian Orientation Re­
search Study 
Although most studies on 
the formulation of a homo­
sexual orientation have 
been primarily focused on 
gay males, Dr. J. Michael 
Bailey of Northwestern 
University and Richard C. 
Pillard of Boston University, 
are conducting a study on 
the biology of lesbianism. 
The preliminary findings of 
this study note that genes 
may play a dominant role in 
shaping female sexual ori­
entation. Furtherconclusive 
evidence is hoped for in 
order to dispute long­
standing assumptions that 
lesbianism is a social or 
political choice. 

Womontown 
A lesbian community is 
growing in a 10-block area 

near midtown Kansas City, 
MO. Women who are inter­
ested in moving to this area 
or who would like more infor­
mation on homes, jobs, real 
estate, ethnic diversity and 
cultural events in this area, 
can write or call: 
Womontown, PO Box 
090811, Kansas City, MO 
64109, (913)791-8058. 

Lambda Literary Awards 
The Fifth Annual Lambda 
Literary Awards, saluting 
lesbian and gay literary ex­
cellence, was held on Fri­
day, May 28 at the Hotel 
Intercontinental in Miami. 
The awards went to the fol­
lowing authors in their re­
spective categories: Penny 
Raife Durant for When He­
roes Die in Children and 
Young Adult Books; Alison 
Bechdel for Dykes to Watch 
Out For (The Sequel) in Gay 
and Lesbian Humor; Joan 
Nestle for The Persistent 
Desire in Lesbian Antholo­
gies; Judith Katz for Running 
Fiercely Toward a High Thin 

Sound in Lesbian Fiction; 
Jaye Maiman for Crazy for 
Lovingand Elizabeth Pincus 
for Two-Bit Tango in Les­
bian Mystery; Blanche 
Weisen Cook for Eleanor 
Roosevelt in Lesbian Non-
fiction; Audre Lorde (post­
humously) forUndersong in 
Lesbian Poetry; Nicola 
Griffith for Ammonite in 
Lesbian Science Fiction; 
Randall Kenan for Let the 
Dead Bury the Dead in Gay 
Men's Fiction; John Preston 
for A Member of the Family 
in Gay Men's Anthologies; 
Michael Nava for The Hid­
den Law in Gay Men's Mys­
tery; Paul Monette for Be­
coming a Man in Gay Men's 
Nonfiction; Essex Hemphil 
for Ceremonies and Edward 
Field for Counting Myself 
Lucky in Gay Men's Poetry; 
Maureen McHugh for China 
Mountain Zhang in Gay 
Men's Science Fiction; and 
David Wojnarowicz for 
Memories That Smell Like 
Gasoline in Lesbian/Gay 
Small Press Books. 

Sinister Wisdom 
A Journal for the Lesbian Imagination 

in the Arts and Politics since 1976 

Great issues full of terrific dyke writing and art 
agitate, soothe, inspire, move us to reflection and action: 

#48 Resistance 
#49 The Lesbian Body 
#50 Lesbian Ethics 
#51 Open Theme 
#52 Allies 
#53 Old Dykes 
#54 Lesbians & Religion 

To get this great work sent 
to your home, your office, 
your friends — 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

Subscription rates lyr, 4 issues 
$17 1 year, $30 2 years 
International: $22 ($US) 
Single issues: $6 (postage inc.) 
Free on request to women in 
prison and mental institutions 

POB 3252 • Berkeley, CA 94703 • USA 
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Lfitfna Lesbian Arcmvei 
Yolanda Leyva is the founder and 
operator of an information network 
that has researched and uncov­
ered significant pieces of Latina 
lesbian herstory. For information, 
call or write: Yolanda Leyva, 
Lesbiana Latina Archives, 250 N. 
Shannon #5, Tucson, AZ 85745, 
(602)792-4621. 

International Lesbian Archives 
Collection of information on lesbian 
herstory from all around the world. 
For more information, write or call: 
Lesbian Herstory Archives, PO Box 
1258, NY, NY 10116, (718)768-
3953. 

Gay Murders in Mexico 
Major cities throughout the world, 
including New York, Madrid, Paris 
and Mexico City, demonstrated on 
March 19 to draw attention to the 
killing of 31 gay men in Mexico 
over the past two years. Enoe 
Urganda of the Mexican Lesbian 
Human Rights Organization says 
that the Mexican government and 
the Roman Catholic Church are 
responsible for perpetuating 
homophobia. 

Peru 
The Peruvian Constitutional Con­
gress is considering a proposal to 
recognize same-sex marriages. No 
more details, dates or deadlines 
are available at this time. 

Colombia 
The Washington Office of Latin 
America (WOLA) has released a 
report on human rights abuses in 
Colombia. The report notes that in 
areas such as Bogota and Medellin 

there has been widespread-persecu­
tion of gays by the police, which in­
cludes systematic murdering of gays, 
under the guise of Social cleansing." 
Other groups being targeted by the 
paramilitary death squads are prosti­
tutes and the homeless. The WOLA 
has requested US intervention by way 
of withholding of security assistance 
and military aid. 

Dominican Republic 
The gay and lesbian Christian commu­
nity in Santo Domingo now has an 
MCC church, thanks to eighteen 
American volunteers from an MCC af­
filiate church in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
World Community Builders erected the 
church, in just ten days, in the village of 
El Tamarindo. 

Spain 
To protest negative political practices 
by the Catholic church, a group called 
the Gay Liberation Movement of the 
Basque Nation in Bilboa has initiated a 
"Campaign of Apostasy." The group 
will address the Vatican with their con­
cerns about human rights violations 
and crimes against individual rights to 
freedom of affection and/or sexual re­
lations. 

Mexico 
Violence against gays is on the rise in 
Mexico, especially in the states of 
Mexico City, Oaxaca, Jalisco and 
Chiapas. In February of thisyear, Neftali 
Ruiz, a gay spokesperson was killed 
by a gunman in a passing car. Ruiz 
was known for putting demands on 
Mexican police to investigate the high 
incidence of murders of gays in the 
past year. The killing of Ruiz is being 
called by gay community leaders a 
deliberate assassination. 

ritersvvanted 
Latina homoerotic and lesbian 
writing in the form of poetry and 
short prose wanted for an anthol­
ogy in progress. Specifically, 
Spanish poetry with English 
translations or English prose. For 
more information, write to: Dr. Elena 
Martinez, 373 Bleecker St. #5C, 
NY, NY 10014 or Dr. Francisco 
Soto, 1198 Paddock PI. #102, Ann 
Arbor, Ml 48108 

Brazil 
Rio de Janeiro held its first gay 
pride parade on January 24. Al­
though gay activists there are lob­
bying for government protection 
for gays, 3000 masks were handed 
out to the marchers to protect their 
identities. 

ENLACE Forum 
The Washington, DC Gay Latino 
Coalition sponsored a discussion 
on Asians and Latinos for public 
awareness. Discussions included 
growing up gay in Latin or Asian 
families, the problems of integrat­
ing ourethnic identities into the gay 
community and issues of interracial 
dating in the gay community. 

Sex Dinner Party 
On May 1, in Brooklyn, NY, a les­
bian liberation group called "titi lib­
eration" hosted a dinner and sex 
party, which according to their 
spokeswoman was the first of its 
kind. Dinner guests enjoyed par­
ticipating in free expression of 
sexual activities throughout the 
evening. Safe sex was encouraged. 
For more information, call Rosita 
Libre de Marulanda at (718)851-
4238. 

Latina Lesbians Do The 
Vanessa Cruz 

On Friday May 28, three of us who do everything mesto, got 
all decked out and attended the Fifth Annual Lambda 
Literary Awards at the Hotel Intercontinental in Miami. 
This event is sponsored by the Lambda Book Report and is 
THE literary event of the gay and lesbian community. The 
Lammys, as the awards are known, are given to gay and 
lesbian books in fifteen categories ranging from children's 
books to science fiction. 

We arrived in full Latina color: Margarita wore a plaid 
pantsuit with a pink shirt; Patri wore her streetdyke attire 
(black pants, white shirt and colorful vest, although she 
would have been much happier in jeans); I wore modified 
writer-femme (black palazzo pants and suede platforms); 
and Margarita's date, a poet who has contributed several 
times toesto, wore full Latina femme regalia (peach pleated 
dress with organza flower applique's). We were psyched; 
we were ready to meet exciting 
from all over the US. We 
any of the Latinas whose 
would be there, placed 
in the meter outside and 
trekked upstairs. 

What we found 
among the cham­
pagne and raw 
oysters was a true re­
flection of the state of gay 
and lesbian publishing in 
the US: a room full of white 
gay men and lesbians and a few 
Black people. We would look at 
women and place bets as to who 
might be Latina. Margarita would 
say: "Esa" and I, after scrutiniz­
ing the woman, would say: 
"Jewish." "Esa?" she would try 
again. I would shake my head and 
say: "No, Italian." Finally, the 
only other Latina we could find 
there was Elsa our waitress. 

For us the event was somewhat 
anticlimactic since we knew no 
awards would be given to Latinas. 
Unlike last year when Chicana Les­
bians: The Girls Our Mothers 
Warned Us About, 
edited by Carla 
Trujillo, won 

literary lesbians 
'ondered if 

work we know 
some quarters 

CMP 

the Lammy for Best Lesbian Anthology, there were no 
Latinas nominated this year. Patri and I enjoyed Kate 
Clinton's emceeing, while Margarita and her date, after 
giving up on her jokes, proceeded to chat all night in 
Spanish, much to the chagrin of the other people at our 
table. 

'3 r1 

The following day, courtesy of Nancy Bereano of Fire­
brand Press, we attended the American Booksellers 
Association Convention and Trade Show in Miami Beach 
and had a chance to meet a number of editors of feminist 
and lesbian presses. At this event, held every year at 
different sites in the US, people who publish books set up 
booths displaying what they have to offer, and people who 
sell books go and check out what is new. We felt this would 
be a great opportunity to see if anything new by Latina 
lesbians had been published. One by one, we asked the 
feminist and lesbian publishers if they had published 
anything by Latina lesbians lately. The answers did not 
surprise us. For the most part the response was no; a few 
times it was "No, but such and such book has a Latina 
character in it." The publishing house Aunt Lute is remark-

>ublished Cantando Bajito/ 
Softly, The Two Mujeres, 

Roots Rain and Daughter of 
the Mountain. 

What is wrong with this 
picture? Where are 
.our books? Why are 
we letting Anglo 

writers use us as char-
instead oP Latinas writing about 

ourselves? Part of the problem is that when 
women begin to write, they are more likely 
to write a poem or maybe a short story, 
and publishers are generally interested in 
novels. Although the number of books by 
Latina lesbians is increasing, very few are 
published every year, and it does not ap­
pear that this will change in the near future. 
We need more publishers willing to work 
with emerging writers and more Latina 
lesbian writers willing to believe in them­
selves and submit their work for 
publication. Only then will the Lammys 
not look (as Barbara Smith remarked) 

suspiciously like the Republican con­
vention, but like a 

fabulously queer, 
multicultural feast. 
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NEW BAR 

14670 
MEMORIES 

0 
1 35 ST 

1-95 
D 
I 
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E 

TAKE 1-95 
EXIT 135 ST EAST 
TO W. DIXIE HWY 
GOING NORTH TO 146 ST 

COM2 DOWN AND MAX2 M2M0RI2S TH2 MOST MEMORABLE PLACE TO BE 

RESTAURANT/BAR/LOUNGE 
14670 WEST DIXIE HWY 
MIAMI, FLA 33161 

FOR INFORMATION: (305) 
PRIVATE PARTY AVAILABLE 

BAILES SALSA MERENGUES 

HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY 
COME BE A PART OF OUR FAMILY 


