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Amid the chaos, despair, loss, confusion, helplessness
and comradery, most San Franciscans survived the
earthquake. Thanks to the neighbors who helped and
comforted us all. To friendship. To family. And to a
deeper, richer appreciation of each and every day.



“0O, Say Can You See”
..AS Far as We Tell You to Look

IN TO ELSIE, a poem dedicated to his black maid, writer William Carlos
Williams commented that “The pure products of America/ Go crazy.” You could
easily substitute “politics” for “products,” given the series of political decisions
that have been rolling out of Washington lately. First there were the maddening
Supreme Court rulings on civil and reproductive rights. Then came last sum-
mer’s potboiler, the equally enraging controversy about the Corcoran Museum’s
cancellation of the Robert Mapplethorpe exhibit and the subsequent “Helms

Amendment.”

Though there may not be a Hardwick facing
the Court this term, the rulings it already has
issued will have a dramatic impact on the gay and
lesbian community—since it is often through the
laws, statutes or constitutional amendments
designed to protect women or people of color that
we have obtained protection for the precious few
rights we do have.

While not outlawing abortion per se, Webster
v. Reproductive Health Services opened the flood-
gates for right-wingers to deluge lower courts with
cases that restrict reproductive freedom. On the
civil rights front, there was Patterson v. Maclean
Credit Union, a case which lacked the visceral
impact of a sweeping Brown v. Board of Education,
but, like Webster, continues the process of whittling
away our rights. As a result of Patterson, minority
employees still can lodge discrimination claims
during the process of applying for a job, but
Section 1981 of the 1866 Civil Rights Act no longer
provides them with redress if prejudice obstructs
their promotion once they’ve been hired.

It would be an easy leap of conservative faith
to use the ruling in Patterson to discriminate
against gay men and lesbians in the workplace, or
to use the new restrictions on reproductive free-
dom generated by Webster to justify state interven-
tion in the lesbian baby boom. It seems that dese-
crating the flag (as is the pleasure of this issue’s
back cover artist, Gene Wesley Elder) is turning out
to be our first—and perhaps last—right to be pro-
tected by the Rehnquist court.

Out to ban public funding of (amongst other
images) “homoerotic” art, the Helms Amendment
is one of the most obvious anti-gay rulings to
emerge from Washington recently. It's particularly
chilling, not only because of what it says, but
because of the form which it takes. It appropriates
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the language of the non-discrimination clause, the
building block of gay civil rights, only to turn
around and censor gay speech. With Congressional
elections rolling around in 1990, our sometimes
allies on the Hill have issued generic objections to
“censorship of artistic expression.” No one has
dared defend the right of homoerotic images to
exist in and of themselves.

Because these assaults are scattered and
buried under an avalanche of obscure references to
code and section numbers, and because they don't
always affect us on the basis of our sexual orienta-
tion, we may be numb to the political sum effect
these Congressional and Court actions are having.
As dispersed as these attacks seem to be, they actu-
ally betray a shrewd sophistication. The construc-
tion of a kinder, gentler nation seems to depend
upon the piecemeal dismantling of the liberties of
those political constituencies who challenge the
identity and privilege of the conservative main-
stream.

Indeed, the conservative right has launched a
new cold war, with a new cast of demonized “oth-
ers”: We're diseased-ridden infectious carriers;
we're violently crazed drug pushers and addicts;
we're lazy do-nothings who want to ride the backs
of hard-working white men; we’re sexually
promiscuous women who don’t want to bear our
responsibilities when we fuck around and fuck up.
The danger for those of us on the political margins
is that this name-calling is so specific and so with-
ering in its specificity, that we may not notice
who’s alongside us on the firing line. Let’s not
allow these seemingly blind-sided attacks to pre-
vent us from seeing that all of our backs are
pressed against the same wall.

Jackie Goldsby, for the Editors
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