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Editor's Introduction 

We have in this issue some wonderful pieces, starting off with three 

very fine papers on parthe~ogenesis. As you will note when you read 

them, _all the facts are not m. Both I and the papers' authors are inter­

ested m responses from other dykes having any data or interpretation to 
add to the picture. 

We're also inaugurating in this issue what will be a regular Lf feature: 

a column on race edited by Anna Lee. And we have the second edition 

of JMax's column on class. 

The Readers' Forum topic for this issue was to be Betrayals. You didn't 

like this topic much, we got only one contribution, see Nexus, others 

were promised but did not arrive. (Cynical friends have suggested this 

lack of interest might be due to my request that each of us include info 

about our own betrayals as well about betrayals by others .... Nah.) 

There are in this issue, however, several papers which discuss the foun­

dations for ethical behavior between lesbians. I'm still interested in 

receiving contributions on the topic of betrayals. You'll notice in this 

issue some humor, spun off from the humor issue, and I'd like to have 

humor for each issue also. 

The focus for the next issue, LE 4:2, for both the Forum and the issue 

generally, is Class: How It Affects Our Lesbian Interactions. The class 

issue is being guest edited, by Shoney, Lee Evans, and J Max. The dead­

line has been extended to August 15th, so please take the time to sit 

down and write that Forum contribution or that article, short or long, 

that you've been thinking about. See JMax's column in this issue for sug­

gestions for articles. 
The Readers' Forum topic for issue after next, LE 4:3, is Our Mothers 

(our relationships with our mothers, not the issue of lesbian pregnancy). 

This Forum will be a place for us to reflect on the quality of our relation­

ships with our mothers and the influence of these relationships on our 

lives as lesbians. I'm hoping to get a wide range of responses, that will 

give us the big picture. The deadline for this issue is December 31, 90. 

I would very much like to have every other issue of LE guest edited, 

and would love to have proposals from you, if there is an issue you 

would like to do or one you would like someone else to do. This system 

would give me badly needed breaks and would enable us to have two is­

sues in the works at the same time. Maybe then LE could come out more 





Lesbian Rebirth 

Chris Sitka 

There was a time many thousands of years ago when women loved 

each other openly and freely. These times have been called matriarchal. 

Let us now reclaim them, for, when the female form was worshipped, 

when life-giving was revered, when women-0nly cultures thrived, were 

these not clearly lesbian timesl 
We have not always been outsiders within a predominantly hetero­

sexual culture. Originally lesbians reproduced themselves through par­

thenogenesis. This paper aims towards creating a rebirth of this ability. 

What is parthenogenesisl Another term for it is Virgin Birth: When a 

woman has a child without the interference of a male. When, after ovula­

tion, a woman's egg spontaneously begins forming a foetus. This foetus 

· then develops and is born as a daughter, who has received all her genes 

from her mother. 
The Macquarie Dictionary defines parthenogenesis as "a type of 

reproduction characterised by the development of an egg without fer­

tilization." To fertilize means "to render (an egg, ovum, or female cell) 

capable of development by union with the male element, or sperm." The 

proven existence of parthenogenesis shows that reproduction is possible 

without women's needing to resort to "union with the male element." A 

topic of undoubted interest to lesbians. 

Mary Daly, in her Wickedary, 
1 says that the word is derived from two 

Greek words: parthenos--Yirgin and genesis-birth. 

1: process of woman creating her Self. 2: process by which a Virgin 
brings forth Daughters by herSelf without the interference or input of 
any male. 3: process by which a Spinster creates unfathered works: 
SPINNING (p. 1 S4). 
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Further she defines: 

Virgin ... Wild, Lusty, Never Captured, Unsubdued Old Maid; Mar­
riage Resister (p. 165). 

In the Wickedary parthenogenesis is more than just a method of 
reproduction. Parthenogenesis in fact becomes the basis of a philo­
sophical or political stance. 

Parthenogenetic Creation 1: work of feminist creation produced by women alone· woman-made work which may use males as re-sour­ces but never
1

as progenitors (fore-fathers), spiritual f~thers, mentors or models . .. . 2: "method of Philosophia: method which seeks to con­struct a female train of thought, working with primary and secondary sources only by women; method which focuses more on actions of women for our liberation from patriarchy than on dissection and criti­que of patriarchy."-Emily Erwin Culpepper .. . (p. 154). 

Fragments 

Astute observers of nature have always known that some animals reproduce parthenogenetically. The obvious existence of continued generations of only female members of a species is evidence-enough. Last century followers of the new male religion-science-began to come to grips with the mechanics of reproduction. 
In the pursuit of this new hobby they began to 'discover' (similarly to the manner in which white men 'discovered' Australia) that there existed 

all female populations of some animals. In 1935 a Russian zoologist 
collected 5000 Caucasian rock lizards and not a male among them. Another chappy in Germany followed up on observations from bee­
keepers that bees often reproduce parthenogenetically. He sought to dis­prove the observation. However, after years of observing numerous wasp nests, he became an advocate for the existence of parthenogenesis. 

Of course, this information was not welcomed by scientists estab­
lishing the still fledgling theory of reproductive biology. They had only 
just figured out how it works, i.e., sperm fertilizes ovum, and here was a 
startling contradiction. 

Further scientific study included the capture of female whip tail 
lizards. They were kept under observation in captivity. For generation 
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methods such as blood tests). According to them, these results did not 
mean that the 19th woman had parthenogenesised. 

The lack of scientific proof for women's parthenogenesising should 
not worry us. If male society chooses to deny the existence of something, 
then, for them, it doesn't exist. Lesbianism doesn't exist in China and par­
thenogenesis doesn't exist among women. 

We, on the other hand, can take a contrary philosophical stance and 
say: if we believe it exists, then it does. There is no 'proof' that it doesn't. 
From an occult point of view, the sincere belief in something brings 
about its existence in fact. Even if parthenogenesis in women has not 
happened lately, if we believe it can, it will. 

Immense leaps of faith are not necessary, however. I will go on to ex­
plain all the logical reasons in favour of the existence of parthenogenesis. 

Ways and Means 

An Ovum Is Not a Sperm 
Let's look at a basic summary of what happens, or is said to happen, 

in the process of creating a baby. 
All the cells in a woman's body are diploid, i.e., they contain a full set 

of 46 chromosomes, arranged in 23 pairs. On these chromosomes are ar­
ranged the approximately 200,000 genes which determine the woman's 
physical make-up. The two chromosomes of a pair contain genes for the 
same traits, e.g., a gene for eye color would be found on both members 
of the chromosome pair. 

While the egg cells are still in the female foetus's ovaries, each 
chromosome duplicates itself. The two halves, called chromatids, remain 
linked together. Many years later, at ovulation, roughly mid-way be­
tween a woman's periods, her ovaries exude an egg. As the egg travels 
down the fallopian tube it begins a special cell division process called 
meiosis. The egg splits in half, each half containing 23 doubled chromo­
somes. However, one egg is usually much larger. It has taken the bulk of 
the nutrients with which it can feed the growth of the foetus. The other 
egg is called the first polar body, and apparently disintegrates. Biology 
texts generally give the false impression that these two processes 
(chromosome duplication and the first split of meiosis) occur almost 
simultaneously, so that they seem to parallel the male reproductive 
events. 
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use the ultimate in male science to rid us of the necessity for males. 
Something of a contradiction! Apart from the real.ity th~t men are not so 
naive as to give women access to technology which. w!II make men 
redundant, it can be seen from the tone of my descnpt1on that I am not 
enamoured of th is last prospect. 

That is because I don't believe you ever create a revolution by utilis­
ing the methods of the oppressors. 

How to Make It Happen-Scientifically Speaking 
The parthenogenetic wasp Habrobracon causes its own eggs to par­

thenogenesise by squeezing them while in the oviducts. The Amazon 
molly fish uses a gynogenetic technique herself. That is, she mates with 
males and the sperm .triggers the egg into dividing. However, she rejects 
the sperm's genetic material and the daughter is a reproduction of the 
mother's chromosomes. 

In non-parthenogenetic species the sperm is normally the trigger 
which sets the ovum off into the process of mitosis. However, numerous 
experiments conducted on non-humans show it need not be the sperm. 
The stimulus can be chemical, mechanical, electrical. 

Artificial parthenogenesis was first induced by chemical treatment of 
sea urchin eggs; later it was found that almost any eggs which are ac­
cessible to the experimenter by being laid into the water-\ncluding 
those of sea-urchins, starfish, worms, snails and even frogs-can be -
made to develop unfertilized; and that fatherless young thus produced 
can be as healthy as those arising in the ordinary course of nature.7 

One scientist alone, a Dr. Peacock, found 371 ways to get sea urchin 
eggs to reproduce parthenogenetically. 

The use of chemicals seems to be a well tried and effective method. 
Sea urchin parthenogenesis was induced by a large number of chemi­
cals. These include: salts, fatty acids, alcohol, ether, benzene, strych­
nine, chloroform, magnesium chloride. The eggs of frogs have also often 
been treated with chemicals with parthenogenetic result. 

Frogs eggs, which are large, have been covered with the blood of 
nonovulating frogs, then pricked with a fine glass needle. Ions and anti­
biotics have also been used with frogs. Frogs and sea urchins both 
have been subjected to mild electric shocks which set off spontaneous 
reproduction. 
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Silk wonn moths have had their eggs treated with friction. Heat or 
shaking will do it in starfish. 

In most of the cases just mentioned, the stimulus caused both the 
second phase of meiosis (reduction to the haploid number of chromo­
somes) and the development of the foetus. A few foetuses were carried 
to tenn because in these species a foetus with the haploid number (half 
the normal number) of chromosomes is viable. 

In mammals, the foetus must have the full diploid number of chromo­
somes to be viable. It is important to know, then, that cold and heat have 
both been used with rabbits---applying ice to their fallopian tubes and 
heating eggs in test tubes-to produce a developing egg with a full 
diploid set of chromosomes. 8 (These embryos did not become I ive rab­
bits, however. See the discussion under *Carrying the Foetus to Birth," 
below.) 

Our aim is to discover what can set a woman's egg off. There are 
many complicated procedures and chemical/hormonal events taking 
place in the womb. A particular set of circumstances may set off par­
thenogenesis. Among humans there are also chemicals, drugs, viruses, 
and radiation which can affect chromosome movement during repro­
duction. Applied in a particular way they might induce or retard cell 
division at a crucial phase, resulting in parthenogenesis. Let's consider 
some possibilities. 

We ~Id try ice cubes on the ovaries, or hot water bottles, or electric 
shocks, or diets, or chemicals, or hormones or any and all of the tricks 
that have been tried on animals' eggs. Or we could search for more 
natural ways to imitate these processes. 

I am sure that we could learn how to set off parthenogenetic cleavage 
in our eggs. It needs only the willingness to infiltrate the most monstrous 
laboratories that men have ever devised. Quite probably there are 

' women who have already acquired the necessary knowledge. Women 
do all the real work in the laboratories anyway. As usual doing the shit 
work for 'man' in his attempts to conquer nature. 

Scientists are already manufacturing artificial genes and constructing 
artifidal chromosomes. In the service of this construction they have 
found out how enzymes and plasmids in DNA retard and aid chromo­
some separation and non-separation during cell splitting. This means 
they know how to induce the egg to retain all its 46 chromosomes and 
not to split when stimulated. And they know how to stimulate the egg 
into foetal production without using sperm. Sperm pricking is just a 
chemical interaction that can be replicated. 
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Lesbian Lizards 
As I said before, I am not in favour of using IVF lab techniques in at­

tempts to re-create parthenogenesis in our lives. yve need_ only to study 
their acquired knowledge, reading between the Imes, to fmd clu~s to 
what mechanisms and techniques will be useful. I believe we will then 
be able to adapt our knowledge to methods more akin to natural heal­
ing--methods such as diet, acupuncture, massage, meditation, trance, 
rituals and visualisation. 

The parthenogenetic whip tailed lizards of New Mexico need to 
engage in lesbian sexual activity in order to parthenogenesise. Just what 
do these girls dol (That is the perennial question isn't it: What do les­
bians dol ) To get down to the nitty-gritty of it, they take turns, depend­
ing on which phase of their cycle they are in. Preovulatory is time for 
being on the bottom. The lizard who has already laid her eggs, lies on 
top of the other and licks and nibbles her around the neck and shoul­
ders, also stroking her sides with arms and feet. Then, as things hot up 
she curls her tail under her friend, and, being flexible as they are, they 
press their cunts together. Then the one on top curls her head around 
and sucks the other one's cunt. The lizard on the bottom just laps up this 
treatment. Later, when she has laid her eggs, she has her turn at making love to her friend. 

Those interested in pursuing procreational experimentation could 
wear badges saying "I am a lesbian lizard." 

Perhaps we need only to find appropriate ways to ritualise our sexu­
ality. Free it from the invasion of heterosexism in methods and expres­
sions. Free our minds and our bodies may follow. Many cultures of the 
world work up sexual frenzies during fertility ritual celebrations. Could 
this be a remnant of matriarchal parthenogenetic ceremonies? This is for 
us to research and re-discover. 

Men may or may not have tried to produce parthenogenesis in 
women. However, I would doubt it. They are far more interested in clon­
ing. It is a race between them and us. Men are busily at work trying to 
perfect an artificial womb. Now they are able to collect ova to freeze for 
future use. Once they have an artificial womb, women will become dis­
pensable objects in a world in which men have total control of the 
means of reproduction. 

Already the ratio of males to females in countries including Japan, 
India, Britain, is acknowledged even in the mass media to be increasing. 
Methods for detecting and aborting female foetuses are spreading. 
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I question deeply whether it will be possible to grow a viable person 
solely within the glass and metal environment of an artificial womb, 
without the physical and psychic nurturance of a mother's presence. 
However, men may resort to using ape bodies, or women enslaved in 
pens as poultry chickens are, or other such grotesque scenarios. We, 
especially as lesbians, are in grave danger from the spread of pre-ferti­
lization and post-fertilization sex selection techniques. Imagine a world 
in which there are 2, 5, 10, 50, 500 men to every woman. 

Perhaps parthenogenesis may come about as a result of climatic chan­
ges caused by the greenhouse effect and ozone layer depletion. This is 
pure speculation. But environmental changes have biological effects. It is 
not impossible that our time will simply come-as a spontaneous result 
of the cataclysmic destructions heteropatriarchy is inflicting on Nature. 
Survival is a strong instinct of Nature. A resurgence of wombonly culture 
over the seminal is certainly in the interests of planetary survival. 

How will such immense psychic transformations occur? 

A Matter of Belief 

Many of us believe that parthenogenesis can occur, even that it does 
occur. Many of us dream of it happening to us, long for it to happen to 
us. But there are different levels of believing. There is intellectual accep­
tance and there is a deep emotional belief that penetrates to the very 
core of our cells. Even though I advocate parthenogenesis passionately 
as a solution to a host of lesbian and womanly woes, it remains that f 
have no experience of parthenogenesis. It has no emotional reality in my 
life as a known event. 

It is quite possible, however, that less scientifically indoctrinated 
women parthenogenesise and don't think anything of it. 

Tribal Aboriginal women, for example, do not think of pregnancy as 
necessarily a result of copulation with men. They say that spirit babies 
may enter them through their vaginas at certain spiritually active water­
holes. Perhaps tribal Aboriginal women know, understand and practice 
parthenogenesis. I'm not saying that is how they always reproduce. If 
they possess such knowledge it is completely up to them when and if 
they might choose to tell other women. Meanwhile there are the legends 
and myths that have been published: Of how the Djangawwal sisters car­
ried the totems of creation in their dilly bags and travelled about the land 
peopling the countryside with tribes from their bodies, before the men 










































































































































































































