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Editor's lntroduction 

h" issUe to youf The delay was caused by unforeseen events 
finally ~- ,:es of Lesbians) but also by the search for good material to 

Ca! happen .. 1 1 •·lk to assume that Lesbian Ethics has piles of manuscripts 
Pnnt. Many &.aUtans 19 f . L--- "rom but this is not the case. The sort o material that LE prints can 
to e~ 11 • • • d th . t I f · be difflcult and time-consuming to write ere is ."º a ot o ,t around. So 
let me fflC()Ura¡e those of you who a~e s!ttmg on ~". idea or. a half written piece 
to finish the plece and send it to us. S,gmficant, original, radical lesbian content 
is the pñmary thing I look for. There is no need to limit yourself to the Readers' 
forum topic for an lssue, as I don't want to constrain issues to a single theme. 

In this issue the Readers' Forum and two articles are on femme and butch. 1 
don't see thls issue of LE as the full or definitive statement on that theme (in 
fac~ l'm worklns on an article myselfl); and while I don't plan another focus on 
femme and butch in the near future, 1 am interested in seeing material which 
contributes further to the discussion. 1 suspect some readers, with varying 
positions. will disagree with orbe angered by sorne of the femme and butch 
material in this issue (and others will think it's a waste of time). In fact, what is 
printed here is almost all of what LE received. We are at a point on this topic, 1 
believe, where it is better to say things that anger each other than to hold back 
ou~ true thoughts and perceptions. One approach I m ight suggest that you the 
reader take Is to read the Readers' Forum as data or evidence against which to 
evaluate the analyses, by Ruston, Bev Jo, and Linda Strega, and by Ju lia 
Penelope. 

The Readers' Forum topic for the next issue, LE 2:3 is Sex, and there is still 
time to send in a contribution, if you get it to us by February 28. The Forum 
tapie for LE 3:1 is RADICAL (underlined twenty times) Lesbian Spirituality, which 
1 believe exists. 1 hope lt is time for it to surface. May 31 is the tentative 
deadline for that Forum. 

l've heard from severa! sources that some readers did not realize that 
Penelope Seator's article, •uberation in the Eighties: A Found Document; in LE 
2:1 was a satire. Some say the mark of excellent satire is that it is not recognized 
as such, and exceflent I think Penny's was. The target of her piece was pro-
pornography "'feminists• but the satire could be applied to any once radical 
group selling-out. 

finally, another reader told me that she and other older readers she knows 
find the type in which l.esbian Ethics is set difficult to read. 1 would appreciate 
h~aring from others on this question. 

Jeanette Silveira 



1he author lntends this to be aead l,v labilns criy. 

Biophilic Lesbian Separatism: 
Lesbian Freedom in Our Lifetimes* 

Sidney Spinster 

Opening 

There is no Lesbian bandwagon to jump onto in the u.s. in the eighties. AII 
the Lesbians here these days, whether Wftre newly out or not, have to make our 
own political choices, rather than choosing to support what is exciting or 
popular. There is no political ideology that draws Lesbians in large and 
enthusiastic numbers out of their homes to hear a speaker or performer. • 

1 came out in the mid seventies, as a teenager, and like many of the recently 
out Dykes of the time hoped for a sense of belonging which I had never 
experienced before. 1 think I was more naive than Lesbians who came out 
pre-1970 or post-1980. 1 hungrily devoured the Lesbian Culture of the period 
which was full of wonderful ideas. Because I was isolated, 1 created my lmage 
of the Lesbian world from my readings in Amazon Quarterly, Lesbian 
Connection, Alix Dobkin records, and the like. 1 grew up on the ideas of the 
outspoken Dykes of the time. 1 thought ali Lesbians were serious, sincere, and 
radical. 1 had no experience to prove otherwise. 

So, as soon as I could I set out for the lesbian Nation. 1 expected I would 
soon be welcomed into the fold and begin my life with lesbians ... dlgging 
potatoes, hugging, having intense discussions, and making passionate and 
joyous love with many beautiful wimmin. 

1 found that there was no fold and no welcoming. Many of the wondeñul 
ideas t'd read and heard were light years ahead of the reallty that now faced 
me. lf I wanted to see them happen, it became apparent that I would have to 

• 1 would like to thank faith Lub1tz, Amy Blythe, my spirit friends, and the l.esbian 
Separatist Gatherers of Minneapolis, MN for theír significant infl~ence on my in these areas. My special thanb to Jenna and Jofor our conversat1ons. and for 1n1kin, 
their longterm dream a reality on Gathering Root Farm. 



Ntd 1,_ ,nade thc,se thinp happen, because l'rn 
make theffl h,pplllo l fll out of 1t has been limited by my own 
stul,boffl.Butlhe.,....,. autexpectinl tobeagroundbreaker, and I res 
,aenament-1 up IJ'f the second wave and left beached :~t;d 
beifl In lhal ~--~wna is hard work, and I felt like it already ~h n the lide ,aded. \,IUUflUU'-~ Ould 

hM bien done- .cW clftientlv to rnffty shock. Sorne retreated to 
Olher wbnfflln r:;_ IO l'l a bel' and a job" (as the CUT papers htellllrJ•••~ dlllllusloned wlth what living as a Lesbian, with Lesb¡~ut !s 0n the Olher hand, some loolced at it as a challenge, a creativ:s, 

IO IIIII bulldkw from the around up. 
... theedwewaysolcopinswith an example from my own 

~-hnea wlfflmln's coffeehouse where I live. lt's very difficult 10 =- )QI dort't already know there. Wlmmin tend to come with their 
friends 111d stay wlh lheln. lt's wry rare to set a nod, a helio, or an offer to 
daect 6am tOIMOllt you don\ al,ady know. ll's hard to feel welcome, 
IIJlclllly lf ytJ4/re MW and do,tt lcnow anybody. 
1'e dne ..-,11 ways d IIIPOft(fins to this sltuation go like this. You can: 1) 
'-1111urn. llllleld-. (who a,e able to) 80 to the bars, and when the 

!IIIIIIDIIII is......,._ maláe a fice and $IY ihat place is so cliquey." 2) 
....... Sil 11 •---• wlth ~ r friends at a table, and never ao,..,_.._ .. ~•thtother Lesbians and whisper to your 
Wílnd)~ ~\ow ClOld and cliquey it is. 3) Be friendly 
~..:, W:~1ó help lesblans feel included. • ':11e MM Show 1ft lnterest in the welfare of the 

Whlthet or nut a Dyke began 
alGMM!llt.1 

that they will be swept 
- l.esblan tribe. This 

Ion for many. 
whlch was most 

whether or not 
choose not to 

their lives, 

to clarify 
1 a more 

ma 
offer, 

l 



N«rophilia 

Lnbian Necrophilia and the S~te of Living Death 

Biophific Separatism S 

After f carne out f had burning questions about Lesblan politics and culture 

which f wanted answers to. Questions like - what can we do in our day to day 

life to bring an end to patrla·rchy. 
1 looked for role models among Lesbian writers and musicians. Unfortunately, 

f found something wrong with almost tNery written or recorded work of Lesblan 

culture avaifable. f got very angry and often wrote long fetters in response. 

l'm much too critlcal, it's true. But there was something wrong wlth most of 

the things f criticized. And with me. What was wrong was a set of altitudes 

which I saw in evidence in each of these Lesbian's work, attitudn which 1 

1hared. Looking back on it, 1 was really angry at myself for rny necrophilic point 

of view that f had learned gro~fog up in patriarchy. 

(The) ¡ttr¡ction/need of m,les for female energy, 1ttn for what it is, is 

necrophllia - not in the sense of lave for actual corpse,, but of IO\le for those 

victimized into a st¡te of living de¡th.> 

l've found that l've assimilated not only the passivity o( the feminine role, but 

sorne of the necrophilia of the rnasculine role as welf. And I don't think l'm 

alone in this. f've felt both attracted to wimmín In a "state o( living death" and 

too passive rnyself to change my necrophilic attitude. Also, in sorne ways 1 

ernbraced and justified beliefs, about myself and the world, that hindered rny 

fu/1 escape from the state of living death. 

There is, howfNer, a vast difference between Lesbian necrophilia and the 

original necrophilia of the boys. Pricks destroy female fives and try to suck us 

dry to fulfill their need. Lesbians may instead glorify, or become obsessed or 

infatuated with wimrnin who have been terrorized and violated to the point 

that they are wholly or panially absent to their own body, who have lost that 

power to act and be that we call life. A womon in thls state may be chosen as a 

friend or lover because she Is not capable of an intimare and equaf relationship 

at that time, therefore the risks invofved in such a relationship are avoided. 

We may also be attracted to wimrnin in this state because we want to protect 

and take care of them. When I have this feeling I have to ask myself why. Is it 

comlng out of a genuine desíre to hefp a womon recover, or out of necrophilial 

lf necrophilia is my motivation, then I have an investment in her not coming 

back to life. By taking care of her and protecting her I am hurting her. 

One of the "'fates worse than death" recognized by wise wimmin the world 

over is soul foss. In soul loss a severe fright causes the soul to suddenly lea~ 

the body. lt rnay not be able to find its way back to reenter. The womon 

lnvolved may experience anxiety, loss of appetite, tíredness, weight loss, •nd 

._.,,.,,ess. 



rm a heller, and l\lf been mystified at my inability to help (so far) the 
wimfflln who corM to me with this set of symptoms. In the white u.s. 
allfrnmW hNlth YOCabulary this collection of symptoms would be called 
candidlaslf. or wom out adrenals, or severe multiple food allergies. Regular 
phvsicians would diqnose anorexia, depression, or chronic pain syndrome. The 
womon henelf may describe a feeling of emptiness or coldness inside, and a 
helpless/hopeless feeling that nothing they can do will help. This feeling is 
~nforced by visits to many different healers who, with great hoopla, emerge 
with one ol the above diagnoses. The treatment then f ails, and the womon feels 
fflCft hopelfts than ever. 

In traditional cultures the shaman uses ritual and magic to call the soul back. 
This is a highly advanced healing skíll which requires years of study to learn, 
and mayor rn¡y not successful in cases where the soul has been lost for a 
long time. 

Soul loss is sometimes instigated by an enemy sorcerer. The body of the lost 
soul is then put at the service of the sorcerer for his own use. 

Perhaps this is an extreme version of what males perpetuate against females 
everyday in ~triarchal culture. They try to wrench us from our bodies by using 
tenorism to scare the living daylights out of us. 

S~ort of comple«e soul loss, the soul may exit or retreat from only parts of our 
bodies. Withdrawing from the places we have been violated, such as the throat 
of a \WfflOn told to shut up, or the vagina of a womon told to put out. 

Obmdes lo Soul leturn: lnternal 
Many lesblans have come out and learned to be angry at men. We may have 

ceased to subj«t ourselves to boy medicine, religion, politics, culture, etc . . . • 
to whatever ext,nt possible. But we did not get well. We may continue to feel 
lousy, maybe even lousier than before. 

lesbians have embraced the word survivor and begun to look back on the 
ways men and their collaborators have abused us and the impact that abuse 
h~ on us. for example Lesbians with different experiences may name 
themselws incest survivor" or •rape survivor: 

A couple of years iSo a Lesbian I knew died, probably from suicide, and 
Oybs asked "whllt happens when a survivor doesn't surviver• 1 began to 
wonder what •survival" really meant. 

.But if the word surviYOr is limited to those who have largely recovered from 
or terrorism, what do we call ourselves when we still hurt a great deal 

much of the tifflfl Healing Is necessary before Survival with a capital S. s 
He.ali"I and recow,y are good and necessary and can take a long time. In this 
cull\ft there are no srieving rituals for injuries to wimmin. This part of the 
procea Is not validated. l was Qught to be ashamed, pull myself together and 
prefelld to be lnstandy QIC. apln.• lt's hard for me to admit for example that 
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l'm still recov,ring from growing up in ¡n alcoholic household, tNt perhaps rm 
not a survivor yet. Yet there's nothing wrong with that. 

lf we feel dissatisfied with the progress we're maklng in our he•ling it Is often 
d,fficult to tell where that feeling comes from. Are we being unjust to ourselves 
by demanding that we heal sooner than the natur¡I length of time requlredl Ot 
ls the process really taking longer than necess¡ry or just not mc,.,ing at alll Each 
Lesbian must determine this for herself. One way to do this is to examine 
ourselves for interna! obstacles to recovery. The biggest of these obstacles are 
our own beliefs about who we are and ~hat we deserve and expect from life. 
We may d,scover that after being hurt again and again we start viewing 
ourselves as someone who gets hurt, and presenting ourselves to the world that 
way. Perhaps we beheve the lie that we "deserve it~ In subtle and not so subtle 
ways we may set things up to get hurt again. 

There Is no doubt in my mind that this happens, but Lesbians get 
understandably .mgry when our responses to abuse are t.alked about in this 
way. lt stings when therapists use the word vlctim to describe a woman who 
radiates passivity, vulnerability, and powerlessness. The word victim (v1dimy. 
victim,sm) implies that the woman has become the sum total of the in;uries 
done to her. No one woman is that far gane. Her inner spirit, although ít may 
have retreated far from her body, deserves and ffl¡uim recognition. 

Obstacles to Soul Return: Our lesbian Friends 
When faced with a Lesbian friend who feels empty, passive, and not fully alive 

we need to try to call her back to life and the earth. lnstead we often reinforce 
a Dyke's role as a powerless shell in two ways. The first is to blame her for her 
situation. The other, which is not challenged as often, is to treat her as if she is 
a passive object, incapable of action. 

Say, for example, that a ~bian is sick for a long time and is not getting 
better. Her relat,vely healthy friends may respond in two unhelpful ways. One is 
to tell her that it's her fault she got sick because she wasn't taking care oí herself 
in sorne way. This is blaming the victim. The other is to treat her as a passive 
object which is being attacked by a mysterious invader that she could not 
poss,bly resist by any action of her own. This is the regular medica! model. 
Once again the sick lebian is viewed as a victim, a reactor rather than an 
actor. Many a lesbian has fled the pseudo-holistic health shamers/blamers right 
into the welcoming arms of the victim 1oving' necrophilic medical profession.' 
Out of the f rying pan and into the flre. 

Sound familiarl The same altitudes and dynamics carry over into Radical 
Lesbian politics. 



8 Sp,-nstet 

Raclbl FeMht NeaophUia 
A while aso there was an anti-pomography uprising led by Lesbia ns that came 

about in mytnwn. One ofthe Lesbians who organized the (anti) Pornography 
Center hefe did a slideshow at the coffeehouse, with the usual awful pictures of 
porn magazines and album covers. lt was a painful experience to watch it. She 
was very articulate about how pom values infect our whole lives, including our 
sexuality. The solution she proposed was to take action direct and indirect, legal 
and illegal, against the pornographers ... and to make ourselves and others 
more aware of how degrading and violent porn is. 

1 found a lot lacking in that talk, as I do find in the anti-porn movement in 
general. The focus was entirely on wimmin as the victims of 
pomography/patriarchy and men as the perpetuators. The Lesbian element was 
missing - even in a predominantly Lesbian movement. 8 

lesbians have absorbed pornography and we act it out in our sexual 
interactions. But we have the potential to do it differently. Heterosex is rape in 
the context of a male dominated society. Lesbian sex can be a violation as well, 
but it doesn't have to be. We can do it differently with each other without 
waiting around for the boys to stop pumping out porn. Certainly direct attacks 
on male power are necessary, but if our peace and happiness are completely 
dependent on them changing for the better ... forget having peace and 
happiness for many lifetimes to come (at minimum). 

Where is the hope in this brand of Radical Feminist politics? Why are so many 
Lesbians attracted to a politics that sees being female as a totally no-win 
situation? Thousands of Lesbians have marched publicly against pornography, 
against Reagan, Falwell, and violence against wimmin. How many have done so 
for lesbianism? 

Ultimately, it's none of my business what these Lesbians do with their lives. By 
getting even more turned off by Radical Feminism than I had been already I got 
tumed on to the fact that I need more from politics than an awareness of the 
atrocities men commit. 1 need hope, and the kind of self-love and inspiration 
that come from putting Lesbians first and creating Lesbian culture. 

Separatist Martyn 
Lesbian Separatism fills those needs. Yet necrophilic attitudes are not absent 

among Separatists any more than among other Lesbians. Since Separatists have 
,oltet.l quite a Jot of crap printed about us by non-Separatists l've felt the need 
., ,emain silent about my difficulties with certain attitudes found among us that 

hke. Solidarity has been called for. 
• polnt I feel that Julia Penelope's widely read essay, ''The Mystery of 

Usian Ethics, Vol. 1, #s 1, 2, 3), has cleared the air of the anti-
that has been clouding it far years. lt is in this clearer 
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atmosphere that I offer the following to Separatists who are choosing a life-
affirming path. 

Think about the following: 
lf patriarchy is everywhere, and Separatíst are the only ones 

who oppose it in a meaningful way, and I don't entírely agree 
with anyone else (really), then all news is bad news. 1 can 
analyze anything, especially what non-Separatíst lesbíans do 
or say, and tell you what's wrong with it. lt's a terrible wor1d 
filled with atrocities against females, both Lesbian and non-
Lesbian, committed by men. What's worse, most femafes 
collaborate with prícks. And to top it all off, Dykes are 
betraying us left and right and selling out to the boys. 

Fortunately, me and my friends continue on in the face of 
tremendous abuse, even from other lesbians. We sure take a 
lot of shit. lt just makes us more determined. 

This is nota quote, but a paraphrase of a set of attitudes I have heard sorne 
Separatists (including myselt) express. Does it sound familiar? lt should. lt could 
be any religious martyr talking, if you just substitute in a few words. The 
Separatist martyr will describe herself (ad nauseum) in terms of ali the 
oppressions she has faced, the shit she takes, and the somber efforts she has 
made not to be oppressive to other Dykes. 

You can't argue with a Separatist martyr. First of all they're usually right. The 
analysis is sharp as a tack. lt's the attitude that stinks. And if you challenge that 
attitude they respond that you aren't a real Separatist, because they can't see the 
difference between their necrophilic attitude and Separatism itself. 

One of the attitudes l've definitely had to let go of was that to be a real 
Separatist I had to be miserable. Standing in a beautiful forest it had become my 
obligation to focus on and grieve the candy wrapper on the ground, or the 
automobile noise in the distance. The joy was lost. 

In my book, a "real" Separatist won't settle for misery, doesnl take ·any shit, 
and strives to love life. The process of giving up martyrdom has strengthened 
my Separatism. 

Betrayal! 
In the past few years many of us have experienced our Lesbian friends and 

ex-lovers resigning from lesbianism. They either begin or resume fucking boys, 
or being open to fucking boys. My emotional reaction has been overpowering. 1 
experience not just anger and sadness, but 1 also feel that deep old emotion 
called betrayal. And don't tell me feeling betrayed isn't a real emotion, because 
if you think that you've just never felt it yourself. lt tears my guts out. 

There are explanations for why I should feel betrayed that make political and 
personal sense. To betray means #to give aid or information to an enemy of; to 



be traltOr. to bffray ones own nation ·"' Males OIIMli=:..:'.~ :he ,,,e:n,es of femafes incfudins Lesbic1ns, ª"'d 
,-_ to ¡w ald and information to males (especially after 
1 feffiafe wbo :the Lesbian Nation) is betraying us politically. 
dtdadnl ':na,~ feel like rve been a sucker when it happens. Like ali the 

°".1 ª:,; she told that I believed, were l_ies. 1 wonder abou~ the = lnformation about myself and other Lesb,ans I trusted her w1th. Will 
she share lt wfth .,.1 II . . . h h 

Al one point in my r,fe I also felt sexua y compet1t1ve w,t t e males she 
would fuck. or even those who my lovers had fucked previousf y. I no longer 
feel that 'MY, b«ause J now know that sexual climaxes don't make or break a 
refationship _ and all the ex-heterosexual Dykes I know tell me that Lesbian sex 
Is infinltely superior to hetrosex anyway. But perhaps way down deep in those 
feellnp was the belief that I was to blame for the ex•lesbian's resígnation. 

8eing a vidim and being arrogant are two sides of the same coin. You've got 
to believe that )"OU are the center of the universe and everythíng revolves 
around you to believe that the bad choices wimmin make in their lives are 
somehow directed at you. 1 can't make anyone come out, nor am I responsible 
lot maldng them quit. 

We ach carry certain metaphors around with us which describe our 
approach to life and give meaning to everyday occurrences. lf I believe that L,re 
is a war with me,, then the resignations of ex-Lesbians will feel like a deep 
betrayaJ to me, and that's aH. But hfe is also a Lesbian journey of discovery, an 
eduation, a a Dylce comedy, and so on. lf / hold these understandings 
tA •• a wom¡n going straight is not felt as a betrayal of me. I may feel 
Jj)irttually enriched, educated, intrigued, or even amused by the experience. Afl 
thee ,aponses are appropriate. 

yet rm SUN! somewhere there are lesbians who will feel betrayed by my 
(19f flellns conmntly betrayed. 

of Hopelessness 
~out offashion to have hope and imagine the Lesbian future we 

Friends of mine have described having other Dykes turn away from 
when they tried to share their optimistic imaginings of what's in 

flD showing visions of nuclear annihilation, and this is supposed 
1 IUpp05e many people need something to jolt them out of 

r weapons. But if everyone believes we're goil)g to die 
In the next tifty years, that brings us closer to nuclear 

'ti I future with no nuclear weaponsl Certainly not 
!llte:ers. They're probably jerking off over The Day After 
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lt is often said that if we can't imagine something happenlns, we can neve, 
make it true. 1 agree. 1 want Lesbians to imagine a world where men have no 
power. Perhaps this means a Lesbian only world, perhaps it doesn't. What 
would it look likel Can you hold one scene in your mind for even fifteen 
seconds, or does one picture of destruction just replace the nextl 

1 had mixed feelings of sadness and amusement when I read the following 
statement made by a Separatist: 

lt is high time we get our heads out of the feminist utoplis and face reaUty. 
Only by force of a mass migrat1on and armed conílict can we acquire our 
liberty.11 

That's facing reality? Come on now, a mass migration of females willing to kili 
men (and risk being killed) is no more likely than the creatíon of a "feminist" 
utopia. Why not aim for the future that doesn't involve violence and sufferingl 

My Journey 

When I wrote the first couple of drafts of this essay you're reading I didn't 
share much about my own process of blooming into a happy and healthy Dyke. 
My editor, my lover, my ex-lover, and a Lesbian who wrote me who I don't even 
know ali agree that I should tell more of my story. 

lt's difficult forme to write about something so personal in a Lesbian public 
forum setting. So now l'd like to come into your home and talk with you one to 
one about getting un-depressed, un-betrayed, un-arrogant, and un-abandoned. 
Embracing my Lesbían life with love. 

Overcoming Powerlessness 
Only three years ago, in the spring of 9983 1 reached an all time low in my 

depression and my necrophilic outlook. 1 was hardly able to get out of bed or 
prepare food for myself. 1 was weak and pal e and spacy. My spint was floating 
somewhere nearby. 

Looking back on it, many things contributed to this overall state. Unresolved 
feelings, attitudes, and bad habits from growing up in an alcoholic home. A 
history of poor nutrition. Not enough fresh air and sunshine. The final blow to 
my life force came when I received corticosteroids briefly for mono while I was 
in college, which "cured" the symptoms of mono by making me sick on a 
deeper level of my being. Also, as a young Dyke I experienced heterosexism, 
homophobia, sexism and ageism. 

Oh, poor, poor me. 
1 tried various ways to deal with my overall low level of health ••• by paying 

people to try to "cure" me. They touched me (massage, naprapathy, 
chiropractic), channeled energy to me (psychlc healing, polarity therapy), 



:;u 

tauaht me (nutnliOn advice. supplements, foods, herbs, foods to avoid). 1 also ,eceWed brief periods of counseling. These things helped me to get by for 
several but ewntually I crashed. 

1 happened to be png to see a Lesbian therapist at the time my depression bottomed out, to set help for some sexual concerns I had. After a couple of months she told me that I was so severely depressed that she cou Id no longer wortc with me unles.s I went to a psychiatrist to find an antidepressive drug to take and/or checked myself into the hospital. 1 told her that drugs were absolutely unacceptable to me unless I was suicida! (which l've never been) and had exhausted all other possibilities. 
Now for se,yeral months I had been studying, and falli ng in love with, homeopathic healing. So I left the therapist and went to see a Lesbian homeopath. 1wo weeks later the all-consuming depression lifted. 1 had a brief relapse that summer, and l've been basically well ever since. 
l've continued to study homeopathy in depth, and am a practicing homeopath. In homeopathy we evaluate the whole person (mental, physical, emotional) and find a remedy that will stimulate your basic energy force.12 Your bodythen heals itself. This kind of healing is not based on the assumption that you are a machine and illness is a faulty mechanism that needs to be corrected (drugs, surgery) or compensated for (nutritional supplements, hormones). 1 do not believe that a healer can cure me. Our Lesbian bodies can heal themselves, sometimes with the assistance of a skilled helper. Unless there is organ damage beyond repair (not according to a doctor, but according to our inner voices) we can always heal. Ali the body asks far is fresh air, sunshine, lave, pure water, exercise, and a diet that nourishes you and does not poison you. Sometimes it can do amazing things even without these resou rces. 

A healthy lifestyle is a tall arder for a Lesbian who lives in a polluted inner city, or is living hungry, or is unable (or not allowed} to prepare her own food, or whds health suffers from hazards on a job she can't afford to quit. What ways have you Lesbians who are living on a low income, or in an institution, or on the street; found to heal your bodies and spirits? Is it possible to love your life despite your situationl 
for those who have had the resources to make lifestyle changes, if you're not approaching radiant health at the speed you would like to be, then going to see a healer who can help you get your energy moving (homeopath, psychic healer, acupuncturist, etc.) might work.13 But the biggest thing is to receive from your highest authority figure - you - permission to go ahead and get well. In my case this occurred when I got pissed off at the therapist. Like hell l'm going to turn myself cwer to the prick medical empire! l'm going to gel well! So I took my power back and came down into my body again. Thud. There 1 was with total responsibility for my own health and happiness. As I began to ~orne alive I found that I hada lot of messes to clean up. 1 discovered, for mstance, that sorne of the relationships that were acceptable to me when I was 
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absent to myself were not when I landed. As for an addict getting clear, 
everything felt new and raw, and I had a whole bunch of carry<Ner from the old 
world which I didn't quite know what to do with. 

Creeting My Own lmperfection 
When I think about what my friends and lovers offered me that helped me 

leave necrophilia and depression behind, the first thing that comes to mind is 
love. Lesbians who loved me saw me floating nearby and called me back so 
that I could be close to them. Saying my name, saying they loved me and they 
were glad to see me ... touching me. 

lnitially I desired friends and lovers who would gíve me unqualified support 
and adulation. As I got belter I found I needed to have a set of friends who 
shared values that we should be honest and direct with each other. For the first 
time I felt able to live among Lesbians who expected their friends to re-assess 
their altitudes, assumptions, and palterns of behavior continually. They and 1 
created a context for honest self-examination. 

My friends gave me hell, too. 1 had, for example, completely unexamined 
classist altitudes which hurt the working class and poor L.esbians in my 
community. These Dykes let me know directly how they felt when I cut down 
people who read Reader's Digest, or used rapid fire academic style argument to 
"win" an argument, or acted superior. 

1 began to learn, not only about my classism, but ... 
That I could mistakes in front of others and not die as a resulL 

_ That I could create an unassailable intellectual argument far something 1 
believed and still be wrong wrong wrong. 

_ That I make mistakes and that's O.K. 

Letting Go of Resistance and Control 
A couple of years ago a friend did sorne bodywork with me - a kínd called 

Trager work. lt was unlike anything l'd experienced before. She moved my body 
atound for more than two hours in a rhythmic, rocking, gentle way - totally 
without pain. 1 let her do it freely for a while, and then I felt my •resistance• 
overtake me, and I clamped down, stiffening. 1 could feel how I bind 
myself ... how I limit my own freedom beyond the limits that the patriarchy 
attempts to impose on me. 

Resistance was what I spent most of my time doing. Life is a war with men 
was a metaphor l used to describe my existence. '" 1 don't want to use that 
metaphor anymore. Soy talk is full of military metaphors. u Strategies, tactics, 
maneuvers. In my first few years of Separatism I used those words often. 1 felt 1 
was holding sway against patriarchy with every fiber of my body. 

Now I trust that the lifeforce in me pushes me toward health, happiness, and 
wholeness. My resistance holds me back. l didn't come to that trust easily. 1 got 
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• 
11 the forces in the universe, and I had to 1 sick myself aaa,nst ª To rny surprise thing~ worked out o. K. a~~o ª"d just see what would ~11 this it became poss1ble far me _to go to an ay, wt,en 1 1,epn to ~lt~ had been unable to stomach the idea of atte A~ª"ºn rneetin8 for the first ti':sed on the twelve steps of Alcoholics Anonyn, nd1ng arrv ,eco,erv pqratham the first step is, We admitted that we were Pow º,us. One the -~ was t b/ 1 1·k er ess 

of .--·- 1:..- had become unmanagea e. , 1 e Caryat· _,_...., - that our ,~ . d' 1 . is Card over ~Vf"" read this as promotmg a 1ustment over revo ut1on. Now I ea (lE. 1:3, P: 64)that I cannot control the alcoholic (or anyone), and that I' read . ·nto trOUble by trymg to. an Adult Oaughters of Alcoholics ~lanon group. There l've learned '°'th· epsecially about this control thmg. many ,ngs, · f h fij always felt responsible for the be~av,or o ot ers. For years I sat in Lesbian community meetings feeling great anx1~ty because ~orne other Lesbian might say something oppressive. 1 felt respons1ble as a wh1te Dyke, for example, far racist words that came from other Dyke's mouths. lt ;5 rny responsibility to try to make sure that the racism is confronted as soon as possible, but not to control or prevent the incident. In other words, 1 carried the weight of the world on my shoulders. What l've found out through Alanon is that not only is it more comfortable to let down that weight, but it didn't do anyone any good for me to have it there in the first place. 
In fact, sitting there anxiously awaiting something bad happening may have contributed to creating an energetic pattern which gave rise to a racist comment being made. 

Good• Self-Defeating Beliefs 
We create the world with our beliefs.16 These beliefs are conscious, and we can change the ones that limit us. 1 sat down and thought about my beliefs about reality last year, and carne up with sorne that were holding me back. Here are sorne examples of what I carne up with: 

1 have ª solitary path in life. 1 can't create works f k' lnco . 0 great s 111 and excellence. · nsbetri5tency in the behavior of those l'm close to 
1 ,s.,a ayal directed at me w, 1 always be hys· · 1 deserve to be P . •cally weak and scrawny. My lov . pumshed for my mistakes. 1 d ers w,11 abandon me 11 On't need h · Sa . elp with anyth · y1ng I arn h I hy . mg. ea t is asking for trouble. 
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These carne out of my experience, my attempts to survive by bracing myself 
for the worst to happen. ff f am prepared, 1 reasoned, it won't hurt so much 
when it happens. But, alas, it hurt more when I was all rewed up for it. Why 
does thls always happen to mel f n large part I made it happen to me. Since rve 
said goodbye to this set of beliefs, for example, none of these realities have 
been manifesting themselves in my life. 

Sometimes the self-defeating attitudes progress to such an extent that we find 
ourselves believing that there is no way out of a given situation. Every option is 
a bad one. 1 recognize this attitude primarily in addicts, afcoholics, and 
codependents. And most Lesbians are one or the other of these things. The 
conclusion is that since every choice is bad, then there is no purpose in making 
choices/changes in our lives And we can make sorne very rational sounding and 
convincing arguments for this. 

For example, there are those who proclaim that ali food is carcinogenic, so 
you might as well eat burger king and dairy queen. As if the toxicity of a tiny 
amount of pesticide residue blown over from someone else's field onto your 
organic farmer's (or garden's) life-energy-filled and nutrient-filled carrots is 
equivalent to that of antibiotic-filled decaying cow flesh. 

Perfectionism. Ali is equally bad when compared to the ideal. The relative 
severities are not recognized. The good parts of the imperfect are not 
recognized. We may have the belief that we deserve to be punished for our 
mistakes, so we avoid taking risks to avoid punishment. Therefore changes 
cannot be made. 

Another reason that change is difficult is that we may have put a great deal of 
energy into adapting to what we believe is an unchangeable bad situation. lt is 
upsetting to hear it could be better because wéve struggled so hard to make it 
O.K. as it is. Was ali that suffering and work for nothingl 

lt is courageous to ask ourselves: What is obstructing the next level of my 
evolutionl18 This is a wide open question - allowing us to freely create a better 
future for ourselves and other Dykes. We become aware of possibilities that had 
been completely unavailable to us when we were bound by past pain. We 
begin to believe that the world we are creating may have good in it. even 
though things may not be happening the way we plannedlimagined it. Yet the 
imagining is more important than ever. 

Biophilia 

Helio Biophilic Beliefs 
Biophi/ic energy is a term coined by Mary Daly.19 lt names what the boys 

lack. Biophilic means life-loving. lt is not in the dictionary. 
Biophilic lesbian beliefs are beliefs that free us. allow us to embrace life more 

fully, to love more intimately, and to change for the better. As a Lesbian people, 



our spiritual power - our power to affect change on a 
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lesbians to be dead, orina state of living death. We 
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We lack rites of passage as lesbians. There are no welcorníng/initiation rituals 
for those just coming out. There are no cerernonies that bring us into 
adulthood. 

In my local community sorne Lesbians celebrate theír anniversary of sobriety. 
And one lesbian recently had a Croning ritual on her fiftíeth bírthday. A friend 
had a Spiral Party to cornmemorate her second anniversary of coming out, and 
1 had an open house to mark my tenth anniversary, called "A Oecade of 
Spinsterhood:' Wf!re moving in the right direction. These are public 
affi rrnations. 

As l've said, it's important for me to do affirmations of rny progress for myself 
on a continuing basis. l've written mine down and I read them to myself from 
time to time. lt is important, if you start doing this, that the ones you use be 
true to you.22 1 want to share sorne examples of mine that fit sorne of my areas 
of difficulty. 

1 am creating work of great skill, wholeness, and beauty. 
1 am maturing into an inwardly rich and powerful existence. 
Abu ndance is with me always. 
1 am meeting kindred wimmin who will stay with me. 
1 ama strong Lesbian who needs help from others sometimes 

to be ali I can be. 

And these additional affirmations are offered to any Lesbian who is drawn to 
them: 

1 am part of a community which is creating change 
in the best possible way. 

Through magic and work Lesbians are bringing into being 
a new reality, much better than the old one. 

We can be grateful for all we have accomplished with the 
help of the great spirit (goddess). lt is only the beginning. 

Being a Dyke is an Opportunity 
For me, being a Dyke is a spiritual path.23 1 agree with the French and 

Canadian Lesbian Radicals when they say that one is not born a woman.24 We 
are born wild as females, and sorne are corralled, coerced,25 and seasoned26 
into entering the class of women, and the institution of heterosexuality. Sorne 
chÓose wildness instead, either at the beginning or at sorne point in their lives. 
Perhaps we choose before we enter into this life. 

Being a Lesbian is trusting our inner voices, our own life-force. Believing in 
ourselves, at least to sorne degree. We feel sometimes like we are inventing our 
lives fresh, and we are. Sorne look upon this as a terrible burden. Most of the 
time I look upon it as an adventure. 



* ~lt to, advenhft Is •vailable to all Lesbians, and this potentiaf is 
lilsbfall Sep¡ratfsm. 

w, lelm lOIIIISe thlnp for ourselves without unquestioningly accepting the 

fflleted Vlfllc,ns (pefteplions) that are handed us by the boys. Timber becomes 

1 tnst.º Tht ara alled -Clitoris" changes definition in an expansive way to 

indude a much ptlttr area than the anatomy books indicate. 21 Bacteria, fevers. 
and odler sympeoms in illness are recognized as the expression of our healing 

force rather than as enemies.Jt And so on. In this way we actively create our 

own Lesbfan reality. 
The courqe of Separatists is the courage to explore uncharted territory, as 

well as the more recognized courage to hold radical beliefs in the face of great 

opposition, with litde support. The most common answer I am given when r ask 
l.esbians what makfs them Lesbians is "it makes sense.N Even the most 
conservative Dyke may acknowledge this Ncoming to her senses" as a part of the 

coming out process. The Separatist does not shy away, but sallies forth and 

attempts to malee sense of the entire world. 
\Ne have discovered painful, horrible truths which have been hidden. An 

often more difficult task is to redaim the truths of free females . .. to fi nd what 
is true to our lesbian sensibilities. How do we know? Sometimes research, 
sometimes innersearch, sometimes we have teachers. Always we try these truths 

on for size. We try new rituals, new ways of touching, of having fun, 
communiating, and so on. 

Sometimes we blunder and make mistakes, and are confused. Other times we 

feel the sparfc of recognition surge through us, and know that this fits. 
Then the sparks coalesce into a /arger flame of change in our language and 

consciousness. Ali who tend the fire are transformed. A Lesbian culture is being 

created. We recognize our connections with Dykes of every era, across the 
world.JO 

Closing 

Each ofuscan view our Lesbianism as limiting, encumbering and binding. Or 

;e can look at our Lesbianism as expansive and freeing Our attitudes are not 

c:ennf:h outside forces. lt's up to us to choose. A Bioph i I ic Lesbian can 

So "t~ whate nature of her world, and her understanding of it. 
lifetime. 1 mean when I say that Lesbians can have freedom in this 
splrituaf frted we ~fease ourselves into Biophilic Separatism we can have 

You and 1 .:;~:bestªnd the outward manifestations will expand as a result. 
· 1.et's step forward and claim it. 
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Notes 

1 1 say Lesbian "world" here lnstead of "community' because there ue many dlffetent 
Lesbian communities, sometimes within the same geogr,ph,cal area. We are still 
separated lnto largely separate lesblan communities based on race, age, l¡np,111, clasl, 
and cultural background. 1 thlnk irs important to credit ourselves for the 
accomplishment of creating and maintaining these communit1es, lmperfect as they may 
be. So when l speak about my community I am referring to a spedfic bunch of Dykes In . 
Minnesota who l encounter fr~uently. 

2 Who choose not to recognize their cholces as pohtical, not to think through what they 
do with their lives ln terms of the impact they could or do have. 

3 Mary Oaly, Cyn/Ecology (Boston: Beacon Press, 1978) p. 59. 

4 J. Haggard, conversation. 

5 Daly, op. cit, p. 9. 

• 1 am from an upper class WASP background. Naming men as the perpetuators 
(ultimately) oí these violating acts is against the rules for ali wimmin, but this particular 
stoic behavior is characteritic of protestant xtians and not of ali the branches of 
patriarchy. 

7 See Denise Donnell Connors' excellent article •sickness unto Death: Medicine as 
Mythic, Necrophihc and latrogenic,'" Advances in Nursing Science, Vol. 2, tl, April 1980. 

• "people ask, well, don't sweet things happenl yes, indeed, many S\Wet things. but 
sweet doesn't keep you from dying;" Andrea Dworkln, "The New Womarfs Broken HHrt: 
from the book by the same name, (East Palo Alto, CA: Frog-in-the-Well, 1980). Dworkin 
read this story to us severa! times at anti-pornography events. lt is a very moving story 
about living in starvation level poverty, and the economic violence and coerclon 
wimmin face. In the context of the story the line makes sense. But as l listened to it owr 
and over I thought, does she mean that life is ali sufferlng at the hands of patriarchy with 
short breaks far •sweet things• which are of little significancef And, as someone who has 
never been in that economlc position and probably never will be, who am I to say it 
doesn't hdve to be that way? 

'The American Heritage Dictionary 

'º At the movies we see the whole scene played out so often it Is impossible to count. 
The most blatant example l've seen Is Brazil by Terry Gilliam. Winner of the best picture 
of the year award by a national film critics group, it lnstead should wln the award fo, the 
most necrophilic plcture of ali time. The director attempts to make you flnd humor In 
the complete hopelessness of his despairing vislon of a future In which the patriarchal 
techno-sado-state has attained complete rule. The whole thlna Is lntenpened with the 



111,e that the thlns was a turn on for rn 
lle ftnllly lflS to fuck the woman of hls d ffl 

IOltull and executlon by the State by tellina~ 
...ooal)illt•is-Care for a little necrophiliar • 

o,fr, NfWS. April/May 1984, Vol. 4, #3, p. 6. 

meopathy set my, '"Homeopathy for Dykes,• in Mai~ .. 
M No. 2, Ftll 9984, 

•Jt1IIMI ... 8Glli that tind~ of hNlers ¡,e exptanslve and mostly found in c,ti'5, 

•--•--far-"' Lesbians. 
1ero,.,...aeflhewl used to t,lk see 'Warriors of the Luniform Shleld," in, 
ftederlqul DebmM and Felice Newman, Ecfs., Fight Backl (San Francisco/Píttsburgh: 

0..,._1'11). 
,, ft1nk ,ou ID Julia Fenflope for s~ring her thoughts on the power of conceptual 
ffllllPholl, thoupls rw drawn on throughout this paper. For one discussion see her 
~•lelbians: 11,•tsw, Ethics Vol. 1, #2, p. 64. 

"11lis is ane rrudi. 'We 1,e the objects ofoppression in this society" is another truth . 
., IQIMliffleSduh. 

'' Ablndollment Is a wo,d llke betrayal, which has seemed /ike an overdramatization of 
theslblllian at hand, yet rul. There are chi/dhood reasons for these feelings. For a 
d'5cullion fi abandonment feelings see Janet Woititz, Adult Children of Alcoholics 
(tfollpood, fl: Hulth Communications, 1983). 

" Faith Lubilz. COIWffl¡tÍOft, January 9986. 

,, ~. op. cit., p. 10. 

• nt. ÑlletiCM Dictionary. 

11 --rRMA. deriving fn>m "lvium' (crossroads), was one of the na mes of the Triple 
Goddm. As such, it describes the matrix of our creative power, the gatherings of wise 

in which our idNS originate and continue to live." Trivia: A Journal of Ideas, # 1, 
Fall 1912. p. 4. 

11 11lelt lu 11st of mmples in ~ative Visualization by Shakti Gawain (New York: 
llnlalltloob,19Q. 

"S.Plula CuM Alfen 1.esbians in American lndian Cultures," Conditions 7, especially 
Lesbian. So does Judy Grahn, Another 

....... '°5t0n: lucon Press, 1984), 
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24 "One is Not Born a Womarf by Monlque Wittig, Feminfst IDUfS,, Vol. r. ft Winetr 
1981. For I clearer expl1n1tion 5ft -S.~ratlsm 1nd Radicallsm: An Analysil of lhe 
D1fferences and Similarities- by Ari1ne Brunet and loulw Turcotte. Lesbian Edtia Vol. 2, 
11. 

u •compulsory Hetrosexuahty and Lesbl1n bistence'" bv Adriennt R.ich, S,am, Vol. 5. 14, 
Summer 1980. 

The following four cited authors do not write from a lfSbian-ldtntifled polnt of view. 
Some are, sorne aren't Dykes. We get knowledge where we an. 

1• Fema/e Sexu.il Slavery by Kathlttn Barry (Englewood Chffs, NJ: Prentlce-H~I, 1979, p. 
79) discusses how pimps force females into prost1tutl(?n through the seasoning p,ocess. 
This can be easily extended to describe the lndoctrination of females lnto heterosexuahty 
and marriage. 

17 Woman and Nature, by Sus.tn Griffin (New York: Harper & Row, 1978). 

u A New V,ew of a Woman's Body by the Federat1on of Feminist Women's Health únten 
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 1981). 

1' "D1sease Is an abnormal condition which results from vlolating the taws of Nature, 1nd 
every disease is evidence that the body is attempting to purify, cleanse and rep¡ir 
itself ... Healing is a funct,on of life itself and cannot be forced from outside the body.• 
Homemaker's Cuide to Foods for Pleasure and Health by Hanna Allen (Oldsmar. FL: 
Natural Hygiene Press, 1964), p. 7. 

10 "Across the World• is a song from my tape Dyke P,oneers ( 1982) which is available 
from Radical Rose Recordings, P.O. Box 8122, Minneapolis, MN 55408. There are many 
other Dykey tapes avaiable from us, too. lf you want to write to me, this is where. 

Have You Moved? 
You won't receive your copy of l.esbian Ethics unless you send us your new 
address. Bulk mail is not forwarded. 
My New Address is: 
Name 

Addresss -------------------------
City, State, Zip 
My Old Address was: 
Address 
City, State, Zip 
LE Publications, PO Box 943, Vtnice, CA 90294 



ism eauses Lesbophob¡a 
HeteroSOutch-Phobia 
Causes 8 . Sell-()ut: Lesbian Femininity 
p¡,tHofJheBil J Lº d Ruston, Bev o, tn a Strega 

. ¡ ,·n order to e,cp/ain in more detai/ why .ttfll th,s seque h I 
hM wn II Lesbians and why t e common y repeated 

,emininity_ is hatmful toª are untrue. lt is esse_ntia/ th~t _L~sbians first read 
Butch-hatmB ~/e~ Big Sell-Out: Lesb,an Fem,nm,ty,' by Linda tite beginnln1 ame , e 

in LE \t>I. I, No. 3· · Th / · 
-~hy nMr does anything w1thout a reason. : a arm,ng 

• ,.._ • · ·ry in the last (ew years among Lesb,ans and het 
inaNSt ,n murnm, · f h b kl h 
'M>fflftt, in ali countries we kn~ about, ,s part o t e ac as against 
tht ,owth o( world-wide Lesb,an movements .. 

As Oykes,' we do 1M each other. Our joy in life is finding other Dykes we 
like well enough to be friends and lovers with. We often devote ourselves to 
impro.,ing our relationships, trying to understand each other, trying to right 
injustices and inequalities. We have our failings, but for the most part we are, as 
¡ peoplt, exceptionally principled. Why, then, do so many of our friendships, 
IOffl relationships and political groups cause us so much pain and frustrationl 

Why do we often feel that we are still struggling against that old, horrible pain 
that vmcked so many of our relationships with other girls when we were 
younser - betrayals, manipulations, exclusions from favoured2 diques, 
flirtations foUowed bv condemnation and slander, ostracism, ridicule, dishonest 
communication, etc.l We already know some of the reasons: racism, anti-
Semitism, imperi¡Hsm, classism, fat oppression, ageism, looksism, ableism. 
There's that Is seldom discussed and that holds the key to 
undentanding ffla"1 PfeSently "mysterious" disasters among us: heterosexism ¡mc,ng~ 

-:, ': Undo Fem• ll!sbians' acceptance of fem in i ne trainíng ~• 
~~~resiStance to it. Feminine training originated with mens 

mPl'IIII.-.IIS•·on 
19

~ from the beginning of patriarchal rule, pressures to 



forrn to men's desires and to tuch and pollee other femates In the anct. 

con le "arts" of femininity. Through the forgotten millenla, women who have 

fema pted the feminine role have devised ways to manipufate the n,afe 

ª''~sor throush that role, as. much as is possible withln the narrow 1imfts of a 
0 P~ oppressed position. What is appropriate when dullng wlth the oppri•or 

however, very inappropriate and even cruel when used apinst other 

~bians, part;cularly Butches, who are at the bottom of the heterosexlst 

hierarchy. 
Beginning in girlhood, the ~os! femi~ine little sirls are at the top d this 

hierarchy, and are already active tn puntshing Butch and less feminlne slrfs 

through the many hostile games we all remember from our own pasts. Thev 
(orm exclusive diques to ostracise and attempt to isolate the undesirables; 

ridicule the less feminine and the determinedly unfeminine; initiate and control 

"let's play house" games with Butch girls, with themselves as the focus of 

attention, admiration and command. They slander less privileged, less feminine 

girls and thereby damage th~ girlr ~hances for ~riendships and acceptance by 

others, and they show off their femtnine accomphshments and attributes in 

ways that make everyone else feel like clods. 

These are the girlhood versions of what we call Queens - the super-feminine 

Fems, sometimes blatant and sometimes quite subtle, who treat Butches as if 

theys were men and treat less feminine fems as if they were of no consequence. 

As Lesbians, Queens don't always wear extremely feminine clothes and 

trappings, though they are the most likely to. lt is their behaviour that most 

distinguishes them as Queens. Because their femininity makes them more 

acceptable, more normal-seeming by het standards, and because most Lesbians 

have deeply internalised het standards, Queens' power6 and manipulations are 

usually not recognised as such. A Queen usually has many friends and staunch 

defenders, sorne of whom are hurt by her over and over. Somehow she is 

seldom perceived as being fully responsible for the pain, ruined relationships, 

and damaged political work she leaves in her wake. One ex-het Queen we met, 

surveying the swath of heartbreak and self-hatred among lesbians she had 

manipulated and abandoned, and the collapsed political aJliances she had 

contributed to, remarked mildly, "lt's really different with Lesbians than it is with 

men, isn't itl" Despite this minimal realization that Lesbians are not men, 54!\leral 

years later she is still up to her old tricks, is considered very Lesbian-identified, 

and still has friends who feel she is a fragile soul who needs their protection. 

Lesbians don't have to keep being vulnerable to this klnd of heterosexist abus@ 

from other Lesbians. lf we can analyse and understand what is going on, we an 

refuse to participate in it. 
Although not ali Fems are Queen types, ali Fems do identify with each other 

as being other than Butch. This kind of bonding occurs withJn every privilepd 

group, because there cannot be an in-group without an out-group, and it Ulces 

in-group cooperation to maintain the lie of superiority. That is why a Fem who 



_, and 1s determin~ to fisht th r.-.~1M~••t0 thelr efforts to s1lence her :!.._ 
jií suu,-· tess femlnine Fems alwaYs h~ -~ 

~ · ~an occasional Queenly displa;e ~•",,.;r,1 :mus assumption of superiority ' ª"d 
_,.ant t,ared by almost all Fems, and ~r 

....,~ quaJitY desree that is damaging to all at 
íl..T..ilwllll-•.OSVN • a,non8 OS to a 
~~.!'!'cruel to ButC~~lege. and therefore power, and not 

:.~ ~""!'L conferS pnv• ' 11 f ' · · ~...,. that {efflJftinitY h we won't fa or ,eminine games lf 
1we_.,_..°"' softne5S •~ ~nn~hough it is punished by oppression· a d 

nUflUIIIICI. ..:"'~~ to ferruninity, h other honest directness, emotional n _..11191aaa-·-- i,esswitheac ' b 'Id we of~ ,nakesopen. 1 more possible, we can ~1 . more of 
pa511on and ll5b11~fn !r communities. lf we ~on t reJect femininity 

hose qualilieS In ourseJveS ª . politics it reflects, we w111 never have just and 
~_., the ttst,ian-hatinS, selfrel.hat!ng hips because we will never be a ble to love 
-,u _ __.1 political at1ons , L b' h' .11 equal p:w-'"': or bia Oiscussions about es 1an et 1cs w, remain 
¡nd va1uteach other n 1'5 ,: and friendship are based on unethical game. 

abstrad fantaSY as long as . . 
an . la ·on and object1ficat1on. 
playinB, man,pu s!t ' 1ys· of roles has to be based on what we know about 

1es:h;ia. Who first accused ~es?ia~s, especially Butches, 
menr Who first accused Lesbians of 1m1tating heterosexual 

of beingples Who. the most invested in destroying our self-esteem and making us cou l IS h . h . d ' lsive to ourselves and othersl w o 1s t e most I nveste , n 
:,: girls from resisting femininity and ~eterosexu~lity? Who_ uses 
Lesbiins. especially Butches, as scapegoats to d1vert attent1on from h1s own 
rapaciousneSs and hard-heartednessl We know men's líes, and we know we can 
extrlcate ourselves from yet another network of líes that damages us at the very 
core of our Oyke identities, and at the very heart of our relationships with each 
other. Butches are not like men. Lesbians do not imitate het couples. Analysing 
•role( among Lesbians is more accurately expressed as analysing Fem privilege 
and Butch oppression; analysing the heterosexist hierarchy that exists among 
lesbians. lnsttad of assuming that Butches are in a role while Fems are just 
"being themselws,• we need to recognise that it is Fems who ha ve accepted the 
artifldal'lties of a role, while Butches have resisted accepting those artificialities. 

Question Fems, Not Butches 
Fen lesbians 

15 • TI-. .:::;ho accepted the feminine role, to various degrees, 
inlem •• .Jlle ideals of es among Fems,_ ranging from extreme Queens who 
·Vl!l'lllliallltlt'-ugh ~anhood (wh1ch requires continually viewing 

wh& ftlerfs minds until their ideals feel like one's own) to Dyke· 111 repulsed by most aspects of femininity. Fems reject 



eterosexuality, someti~es as girls, more often late, In life, 
h twiously a major res1stance agalnst male values and le-
is o h . ba . 1 • i rna 
femares. But t eir sic ,em nin ty and recognition 17, the het 
remains. They can choose '? grow less feminlne In thousht, = 
arid clothes, H~er, nothing can change the fact th¡t f'ems sre,; 
accepted as real girls and real women, and so were sparecf the up 

unishment, abuse, and self-doubt of being ostracised as •abno aso,'!' 
j-kely, the reason girls become feminine is the same reason ~::: • =. 
~rnain feminine, go back to being more feminine, or pressu~ ott,'! e , • 
t,ecome femini~e, that is, so they can fit in, feel acceptable, a~d not ::a; to 
themselves as d,fferent. What may have begun simply as an act t lease 
becomes a way of life. 

0 P adults 
Butch Les?ians are those who, as girls, rejected feminisation, refused to pi 

the role des,gned_ by me~ for women. A Butch's resistance brings down ectr!.e 
punishment: she 1s described as abnormal, queer, a woman-wh<>wants-to-be-a,. 
man; she is ~ften beaten, raped, institutionalised, psychiatrically tortured . 
(including w,th electroshock, drugs, and psychosurgery), and/or disowned for 
not "acting like a woman." Her resistance does not ewr win her the privi~ 
that men keep for themselves. Because they know she is indeed a female and a 
most rebellious one, she is made an example of for ali females contemp~ing 
resistance. Butch oppression originates with men saying, in effect, "This is how 
patriarchy punishes resisters." 

Meanwhile, feminine females, accepted and rewarded for cooperating, are 
given the job of teaching and enforcing male-invented womanliness in other 
females. So, het women praise femininity and punish resistance to it, on behalf 
of men. Fems, to varying degrees, carry on this female-policing behaviour in 
Dyke communities, punishing Butches and pressuring them to become 
feminine, while at the same time enjoying both the benefits of Butches' Dyke 
intensity and caretaking in close relationships and the relief of getting less 
Queer oppression because Butches - in the front lines. - are getting the worst 

of it. 
Asking why Butches are Butch is the same as asking why Lesbians are 

Lesbians. The question itself is coming from the attitude that Butches are 
"abnormal" and Fems are "normal." (For instance, Fems become obsessed with 
thoughts of male hormones when they see a Butch with facial hair, to the point 
where they forget that just as many Fems have beards, not to mention all the 
het women who have had etectrolysis. Why don't those Fems make the mlstake 
of thinking of male hormones when they see very thin Fems with small breastsl 
That's because the lack of female fat is admired by men, and female facial hair 
is not.) lt makes more sense to start from the conviction that Lesbianism is~ 

female's natural, inborn state and that there ~re ~len~ess attemplS to~ 

it out of us by the greatest propaganda mach1ne in exastence: The 1~ '-' 
Heterosexuality. We should instead ask, -Why do most females wm OUI 



. ,:.:u..ldl ,.,lts from resistance to, and reL- . 

~plec fnstitution, and heterosexual •• •-CC:.,10 be(ome a successful Real Wo 
••• •..,,, tacets. 1" wife and mother (the latter two Prefera~~"· a 
_,;.,.,,...~ ':r,.-1n thelr llffl. most lemians chao.!' ""1 •••"''.....,.Al were wives, and some are mothers; some ch º"~ 
01 IMll • those • Many nd motherhood, Some were never het, but d~ to 
be hit W,..... marrlllt ~t ·n as •normal~ There Is certainly a tremend 1d 
accept ,-nlnly enout'° fact ~hat some Lesbians totally resist it and are 0lls 
,,._.. to be heC, butbeit • het is a choice. (This is further proven by man~ 
het malles it delr th,t ns be' het ) ny 

. choosin to go back to mg . . 
llsbilns 1 . . of femininity is also a choice. Although most Fern 

W:. ~: don't remember choosing the feminine role in 5 

taled au:~ we know clearly remember rejecting femininity as ea 1 girlhood, ~. wtre not trying to blame feminine little girls for making ba~ Y :'5 Alter all, they had no politic~I support and could not know yet the 
full • d their choices. ~re saymg that Fems must stop scapegoating ~= refused the easier path of "normality" and who have been viciously 
punished for that. ~re saying that ex-het Dykes (both Fem and Butch) must 
ncw 1,ce the consequences their choices have meant for never-het Dykes, and 
Fems must face the consequences their choices have meant for Butches. Ex-hets 
and rerns shouldn't wallow in guilt and self-recrimination: they should change 
their politics and truly support never-het Dykes and Butches, who have been 
forced to pay for the acceptance that ex-hets and Fems bought. 

Lesbiins should treat these uniquely Lesbian issues with the same importance 
we trut issues recognized by the Male Left. Lesbians usually give more validity 
to issues acknowledged by men and het women than we do to issues such as 
heterosexis,n which affect Lesbians in particular. Unless we take the power, 
initiative, and cou,ase to name and acknowledge our own Lesbian issues and 
cmte our own Lesbiin analyses of ali issues affecting us, we will continue 
iUtomaticaJly to accept the lesbophobic world view that even "radical" male 
and het g,oups hold. 

The Original, Real Role Players: Hets 

cA 1t is .. and het women who truly play roles. Their roles are so much a part 
dominant culture that thev are taken for granted and considered to be =- onto females all of their own deficiencies (cowardice, 

111 ·-•r, dishonesty, pettiness, etc.), and they push on females 
:,'• - lrwented femtntne mannerisms and styles that encourage 

;'~ "8-.a, -.hmitsiveness and general fuckability. Such is the role 
--• ll'C>POled to believe it's natural to want to mince along on -., -r,,.._.,_' 

,1illit11t: 



: shoes, face masked wilh stinking, lurfd chemlcal, that 

st•114 excitement, naifs bloody talons, dieted-jazze,c~ ·-·/ '!'W 

st"~ª encased in exposing dresses, volees unnaturally his,.-~ 

t,odies ively flirtatious, and mlnds focused on pleasins men 18 .._ _. 

assres:,while, men, while raping femafe-kind, destroying file onanrthec:ost.pl 

Mea . 1 bo. 
lllel,.ad 

·n quieter moments s,mp Y . . rmg everyone to death, pretend exdusiw 

1 ession of ali valu~ q~aht,es: ~trength, courage, nobifity of heart, direcr, 

ro:esty, wit, loyalty, mtelhgenc~, mdepe~dence. They afso steaf ali com~ 

(reedom-giving and decent-fookmg clothmg for themselves. 

Thtse are truly grotesque, ex~gg~rated roles - reversals of reality, complete 

shams, invented by men to mamtarn ~ontrol over females, and accepted by 

their collaborators, het women.7 Lesb,ans do not "play roles" like hets do; _, 

re not "like men and het women•; we are lesbians living in a het worfd 

ª lf het women didn't cooperate with the teaching to be het, ali femafes ~Id 

be Dykes. Similarly, ~f no Dyke accepted the teaching to be feminine, we would 

ali be Butch. We beheve Butchness ,s much closer to our inborn, natural state 

and that only a minority of little girls refuse to let go of it and refuse to sell ou; 

to male demands. Butches, like Fems, live in patriarchy; wére not saying Butch 

¡5 our natural state, but that it is much, much closer to our natural state. We 

can't know what we'd be like if we lived In a Dyke-only world, but in the 

absence o( het conditioning, we would all be more similar to how Butches are 

now, and there would be no such thing as femininity. 

"But I Don't Play Roles" 

lt makes sense that sorne Lesbians don't want to acknowledge that Wf!re all 

either Butch or Fem, because: l) Hets use this propaganda to obscure thelr 

extreme role-playing; 2) Dykes don't want to admit doing things that seem to 

confirm het stereotypes of us; 3) That's the stereotype of Old Dykes (who ame 

out befare the Women's Liberation Movement) who are looked down on by the 

newer ex-het feminist Fems; 4) The even newer ex-het fems who came out 1fter 

the support of the WLM (and who are therefore much less oppressed as 

Lesbians) often think it's campy, cute, and trendy to play with roles. After ali, 

hets and the right wing have made a return to the 1950's, with its racism, 

Queer-bashing, and stagnation, into a nostalgia game. So, unfortunately, some 

politically radical Dykes think that identifying as Butch or fem is part of that 

corrupt sell-out. The truth is that the damage done by Fem role-playing 

continues anyway. Pretending it's not happening only increases the fnjustfce. 

The only way to finally have Dyke-identified communities is to dare to name 

the problem. 
While many Fems deny being Fem, some claim to be Butch, and others dafm 

to be neither Butch nor Fem. How can any Dyke consider herself role-lreel lf • 

Dyke has sorne awareness of roles, she can easily identify the role ol MIi 

someone she doesn't personally know, like a l.esbian femfnist perli)rmer, jtat 



flOffi a~ - o1ten not because of dothing so much as body fanguage 
and fltfll ecpN!SSfon. (The vast majority of international Lesbian feminist stars 
are deMly fwn, •llhouah that was not so true twelve years ago.) Most Fems can 
resist their IOte partly because they fit into "reality" better. This allaws 
them tothinkoftheir fernness as their own natural style. Similarly, upper and 
middle dm D)tes will usually be less aware of class than poor or working class 
Oybs, who can't avoid feeling the effects of class oppression. When you're 
privi9esed, can take your position for granted, but when you're oppressed, 
you can, avoid noticing it. Still, whether or not a Dyke chooses to identify her 
Femness, she should be aware that Butches are treated as Butches no matter 
ltow dfet' idetlfify. She should at least notice and fight the ways she is treated 
as more normal (Fem) by both hets and other lesbians. 

Sorne neYer-het fems associate Femness with heterosexuality and are 
understandably unwilling to identify with hetness; but they still benefit, to a 
lesser degree, from Fem privilege. A sound analysis of heterosexism among 
lesbians \\OUld clarify both issues - that of Butch oppression and that of never-
het Oyke oppression. 

Some Fems daim it is masochistic to identify as a Fem. They perpetuate the 
lie that "'fems are oppressed by Butches like women are oppressed by men:' The 
truth is that Butches are oppressed by Fems similar/y to how Lesbians are 
oppressed by het women. Accusing pofitica/ly responsib/e Fems of self-hatred 
because they acknowledge Fem privilege is just another way of trying to silence 
discussion about Butch oppression. Talk about a male attitude! Should everyone 
just grab whatever privilege they can with no concern for who pays for it? 
l.esbians who refuse to use their privi/ege, and who fight injustice - whether 
about roles or any other issue, such as c/ass - should be respected for their 
courage instead of being called masochistic. Fighting inequality benefits 
ft'el')'One. Who wants to live in communities where sorne feel good about 
themselves at others' expense? 

Many ~ms claim that Butches are more privi/eged and admired in Lesbian 
~om~umti~. ~kes encouraging other Dykes to stop being feminine, and to be 
~ke-identífled m appearance and behaviour is good, when it happens, but it 

hoesn't mean Butches are considered superior (not to mention it doesn't 
appen as often as it used t ) s· ·1 1 · ' · 11 

gett. o• 1m1 ar y, workmg class culture occas1ona y 
mg respect doesn't h 

middle el Al . mean t at the working class now have privilege over the 
it is for s:::h so, ~rs much m~re acceptab/e for Fems to reject femininity than 
are the most ~:; ;re perceived as Hgoing too far:' In fact, the l..esbians who 
same individuals a ~r being "Butch" are usually less obvious Fems. These 
nasty anti-Fem comre eones ~ve noticed being the most likely to make 

. ments and Jokes h' h . resistance to Femness A fe ' w •e is not the same as honest 
comments. After we ~plai~ w;;n~ used to make frequent anti-Butch 
herself appear more Butch and ~~•s wa_s oppressive, she tried to make 

makmg anti-Fem statements. Our 



Butchphobia 29 

experiences have been that there is much more ant'1-8utch lhan anti-f'em 
sentiment among Lesbians. At a Lesbian forum, the aud'eence chee,ed when it 
was announced that several members were Fems, and they chftred apin when 
another Lesbian described herself as a "recoveríng Butch~ 11 is ako wry 
common in U.S. gay papers to see personal ads stating "femínme le5bian wants 
pretty Lesbian who looks like a woman;" or "no Butches, 

Butch Oppression 

Lesbians are scapegoated, by men and het women, for male crimes. lebians 
are portrayed as girl-molesters, when it's men who are the rapists, and when 
Lesbians ourselves are among the many girl victims of rape by maJe relatM!s 
and strangers. Men have succeeded in diverting attention away from their own 
violence, teaching women to displace their real rage at and fear oí men onto 
Lesbians. Scapegoating Lesbians enables the het who shrinks in revulsion from a 
Dyke on the bus, or who shouts insults at a Dyke at work, to live with, look 
after and defend a man who beats her and rapes her daughters. • 

We consider this scapegoating to be central to Lesbian oppression- lt has 
become clear only recently that most females are victims of family rape (a 
better term than "incest:' which implies consent), making it obvious that most 
males are rapists. The enormity of this terrorisation is why males find it 
necessary to divert attention elsewhere, in order to maintain het womerfs 
devotion. Butches personify lesbianism, so the most rage and fear is redirected 
at them. Butches are portrayed, by hets and Fems, as hardened abusers oi 
females, when it is men who are callously gynocidal, and when Butches 
themselves are prime targets of male violence, as well as abuse from het women 
and Fems. 

The existence of roles has been so distorted and lied about by hets. and 
Butch identity is so deeply linked with Dyke identity and Queer opprsion, 
that just mentioning the issue often calls forth denial, raw pain, anger and . 
confusion among long-time Dykes. Too often, it also calls forth a spew _of anta-
Butch stereotypes from reactionary ex-het Fems who have not gotten nd of the 
lesbophobia of their het years. . 

Butches have the right to come out as Butch, yet when one does. ":ªª'~"~1 are often identical to how hets react to any Lesbian coming out. In spite O ª 
the pressure there have always been Dykes who identify as Butch, as ~I as 
Butches wh~ won't ijust as there are Lesbians who are clearly out ªnd ot ers h 
who prefer to be called "women:'). Although Butch and Fe~ i~~':!~!v~~; 
deeper than the superficialities usually talked about, ml~kny u e k make a cozy 

11 8 h because they I e to coo , 
themselves that they're not rea Y u~c ' . timidated by mechanical tasks. 
home, do craftwork, hate sport~, an ~e m Feml You can usually tell by how 

So how does one know who is Butc rr I You can notice who has the power 
Queer or normal a Lesblan makes you ee • 



tlonships. (F-ems' prMlege gives them real ti 1ft toda\ lftd lnllfN\t ;' notlct how wtll or badly a lesblan flts the ~lit 11\ LeblM tlWldlOns.~ to appear _ h~ she moves, uses her vo1c rttag~ t>f how a woman wlth femlnlne apparel, and how easily she c:o'•1the .... or uneue Jn• 
ll d Pas. for htt lf sht ~- 1 si ply a more extreme version of how ali Lesbia ::=!is~ world, lncluding being in a minority position, • -"-tan" who came out through the Women's Liberat· e ffl0lt of the many &.aU :i • • d . ion Ftms Butches are in a m1nonty. Nowa ays, it's possible t ==~t and,find yourself in a crowd of a hundred Fems and fiveº &o to 

Butches. 

"PI:.." aad "P.I." 
Ftms ho write "let's-be-swishy-ladies•ln-our-dressesH articles are showin ff and tryi;g to lncrease thelr privilege by demanding approval from the Dy:e 

O 
' that they oppress. The totally-feminlne look is the epito~e of mate s ldtntificatlon. lt's no coincidence that many of the emac1ated high-fashion models ln women's magazines are actually men in drag.9 

Politlcs that support feminlnity either assert that Femness is an oppression ("()ne should have a political right to be femlninei, which makes it difficult for politlcally responsible Oykes to argue against it; or they assert that femininity is slmply a matter of personal taste and preference, which impties that anyone objecting to lt would have to be a dictatorial powermonger. (By the way, no Oyke has the power to stop others from selling out. As the oppressed, all we can do is object.) This offensive, militaristic, mate imagery is furthered by describing Oyke appearance as a "uniform~ Again, the truth is reversed: the true unlform of femlninity, requlred for many jobs and to simply be accepted as looking "proper: is consldered original and unlque. The lrony of talking about being "P.I~ rPolitically lncorrect") is that it implies that reactionary politics are actually courageous rebellion. Lesbians who admire and conform to arr,¡ male-defined potitics, such as femininity, supporting "lesblln" porn and i.esbian" pregnancy, or protecting boys' and men's "rights" to bf In lesblan space (meanwhile ignoring Lesbians' rights), often pride themselws on being "Politically tncorrect~ Those who protest the selling out are consldered oppmsors, and the collaborators are considered "revolutionary~ The few truly brave Oykes who are fighting the patriarchal and feminine onslaught apinst our communitles are treated as if we were in power. Again, it's a typlcal male fMrsal. 1t Is the Lesbians who are following men's directives who are "Palltlcally Corree\" In a male-run world, and they derive privilege from thªt correct role. lt'I as lf they carne into radical Dyke communities wearing crosses and, 1M Reaprt' badaes, sayln1, "Wére so brave to stand up to you all." Id Thete Is nothiNS couraaec,us In wearing the feminine uniform (whe1her the 0 
or the new •outraaeous- punklsh styles), repeating the ancient 



heterosexist propaganda, doing Just what women are suppoted lo do lb 
patriarchy. Meanwhile, as many Queens and het women -.erlY dles • lllre-drag queens, old sexist dress code are rein5t41ted and both ferns and IIIIChe who can't or won't pass are unable to get or keep jobs. (And yes. lhefe are a few Butches who do try to pass as feminine for jobs. but they don't really COfWil,ce anyone.) 

Fighting the Lies 
Oykes who are not trying to gain privilege by looking het are often mistaken for men or boys, because we don't look like men's definition of "women~ Even quite feminine fems (in manner, actions, etc.) if they are wearing Oyke dothes. short hair, no cosmetics, no earrings, etc., are occasionally called •sir- by hets: yet it is Butches who are accused by Fems of •trying to be men: Oearly, something very unfair is going on when there is one standard for Butche- and 

another for Fems. Looking like a Oyke does not mean one is tryins to look Idee or be a man. Being taken for a man is deeply insulting and Qu~r-baitíng. lt does not mean that the Dyke is getting any privileges or power t~t men pt. lf Fems defend themselves against the "Lesbians are men" attack by expbining thal it is one of the many anti-lesbian stereotypes, y,hy can't they defend Butches in the same way? Why can't Fems understand that Butches get more of this 
treatment because Butches have been the most obvious Lesbians for decades -in fact, for centuries? Why can't Fems grasp that what is happening to Butches is only a more extreme version of how all Lesbians are treatecU 

No Fern can say she doesn't understand at all what it's like to be Butch. lf she does say that, she's revealing how much she considers Butches as Other, alien 
and beneath her. Many Fems, particularly never-het and other Oyke-identifted Fems, are treated as more Queer by queenier Fems. Even the queeniest Fems 
know what it's like to be treated as a pervert by het women. That gives them a taste of Butch oppression, which is, after ali, simply condensed and und1luted 
Lesbian oppression. 

Butches are not like men. Butches do not think. look or act like men. 
Butches do not have the privileges and power of men; in terms of the 
heterosexist hierarchy, they are the least privileged of all Lesbians. When men, 
het women, or Fem Lesbians treat Butches as if they were men, or call Butc~ 
"male," they are being extremely cruel and oppressive. Most Fems take part ,n 
this mass, community abuse of Butches, which has disastrous consequences. 
causing Butches emotional pain, deprivation, isolation, fear, and illnes~ 

Butches are in fact treated as the queerest of the Queers. In the patnarchal 
hierarchy, men are at the top, next are wives/mothers, then single ~, then celibate het women; next are Fem Queens who emulate and 1dent1fy with 
men and het women, next are Dyke-identified and finally ~utches at 
h b (w t no way minimising the s,gnificance of racw, ethnac, t e ottom. e are n 



U. lat. looks. and aae oppresslon Dy .. ~Ai-:'f-WllfS aie ld!lltional~ opfltess~ ¡¡ '-ho .. ., • .,,. e-,ª'~~~ 
Mlltlldl.l; IIF~ prMleaed Oykes are more likely 
......... ._:., t.t, and looks oppressed Oykes as Butch 10 th;~

1 d lldlllv. tlhatca11

~ opp,essed Oykes, especlally Butches, fro~ And 
bault ahnllt dil '?..tv IO be objectlfied as sexual servicers. Thaª" 
blctc,ounds. • =• cou~ the one who Is ~arker, larger, Poorer t's 
when two ftffls a llkel to be in a Butch ro_le ~1thin couple. ' ª"dlor 
oldlr. llt.. k IIIOII the •nonnar lfsbian •~age os a middle-c1a., 

11111 "- IIIMII'! ueer" Bu1Ch lma,e Is often class,st. When Butches are . 
t~ .. I"'~• ~nted is certainly not that of a lawyer d said to be 11kt men t~ "--o- ,...... f k" ' Octo 

business ec •. lrs more likely to be that o a wor ing-class mechan¡/ <>r 
hl out in bars, is uneducated, uncu~tured: ru~e, tough, co_ld, and Poss¡:ho w:i Thefot not jusi anti•Butch, anto-lesboan hes, but classost lies as., 

11 
I¡ 

tito lmo¡e rí lomlnlnity is based on the upper-class "White A:g
1
., 

Saxon Protestan( het woman stereotype. . 
A few Butches may appear to have a fract1onal share of something that . 

usually reseMd formen, such as a n?n-tradi.tional job, but the vast majo,;s 
0 females who have mowd into such h1gh-paying work are het; a few are Fe ty f 

lesbians. (And the Butches in those jobs are much more oppressed 
00 

the b 
just ¡s they are everyplace else.) The only women who ~eem to have attain:' 
executivt, upper-class positions as the heads º! companies - often by being 
diughtm or wives of powerful men - are again, het women. 

Butches who ha\'e tried to or have passed as men, or who are taken to be 
men, or who hive done any or ali of the things used to "prove" Butches are 
•m¡le-identifled: don't prove anything except that, in patriarchy, there are only 
two lfflders, one of which (male), as we said earlier, is associated with positive 
qualities, and the other (female), with negative qualities. There is no such thing 
as sexu¡I neutrality in a man-plus-woman world .. There is no "third sex" for 
lesbians to fit into, pastor present. There are only the categories devised by 
mento mainain their power: man and woman. lf you don't accept the role of 
9womanly: you are giwn no option but to be labelled "manly:' Parents, peers, 
schools, etc., who treat a Butch girl as a boy aren't causing her to be Butch: her 
reslst¡nce to femininlty was chosen by her much earlier in her life. What they 
are doing is abusing her by refusing to acknowledge her as a female. 

In what way is a Butch girrs thinking she's "not a woman" different from adult 
Oyke $eparatists' and lidical l.esbians' rejecting the term "woman" for ourselves 
as 

I PGlilkal actl lExcept that choosing to reject a mis-definition is easier when 
had I chance to iCquire a clear analysis and political support.) Can't the 

YGIIII Bulcffs early l!jection of femininity be seen as an intuitive awareness 
dut '-tnlne lllans heterosexual and all the other disgusting things that go 



with itl Is she not simply realising much earlier (and without polllk'af IUPPGl1) that ali the outward symbols of womanliness, and the intemallsed vaha lhlJ"f, support them, also mean fuckable, dependent, unthinklna, submlsslve, and ultimately passivel Young Oykes who perceíve that shit for what it Is and ,.,.. against it without support, and in spite of constant punishment, are to be admired and respected. That's COURAGEI 

Whds Calllng Who MaleJ 
Because a few Butches have occasionally bound their breasts, Butches are called •male!" But we think the things het women (and the ~ms who copv them) do in order to fit into men's female-hating fantasies should be what aets called male. In a world where men and boys stare at and grab at female breasts on the street, making disgusting and humiliating comments, it is not so odd ~t a Dyke would want to conceal and protect her body. lsn't it more questionable to wear padded, push-up bras in order to elicit sexual attention from menl Who but the truly male-identifled would: wear apparatus that pushes her breasts out and up into men's faces; painfully remove the fur on her body or face; wear make-up that looks like bruises across her cheeks; poison herself (and anyone within breathing distance) with chemicals that disguise her female aroma; or wear a dress that makes her more vulnerable to rapel Who else would deliberately starve and torture ("exercise") herself to look weak, powerless, unfemale, and THIN enough to please menl'º lt is no coincidence that fatness is both a Lesbian and Butch stereotype. Men, particularly in cultures based on the xtian Northwestern European model, terrorise females into being emaciated so their bodies will look more male and be weaker and more defenceless. They hate, fear, and punish fatness because it is deeply associated with essential femaleness and female power. 

The Lie that Butches Bond with Men 
This is a particularly offensive stereotype, considering that menare Butches' enemies. A fevv Butches may think men are their friends, but it is het women as a group who literally, physically bond with men. What of their collaborationl Het women are intimate with men in a way that no Lesbian could ever be. They welcome men into their bodies, create them, nurture them, and some even collaborate with males in the beating, rape and murder of Lesbians and other females. lf any Lesbians are going to bond with men, it's more likely to be ex• het Fems than Butches. Fems are also more likely to become bisexual or return to being het. (Of the many Lesbians wf!ve known whdve gone het, all were ex-het Fems.) Also, men and hets are more comfortable with Fems than ~th. Butches because that is how they want us to be: the more Fem a Lesb1an 15, the more h~t-identified, the more comfortable patriarchy is. 



-..ea •.•• ,e, 
"'<ifl1s who were raptd when little become Butch:' "Glrls who were raped 

wt.l 1liife become Fem: 
The tnt Re reinbces the stereotype that it takes something horrible to creat~ 

& Butch. lt's difficult to disprove slnce most Butches are victims of family rape 

and other assaults. The fad that most Fems also are victims makes the second 

rte sound plausible, but it is particularly offensive because it implies that 

femness lscreated by oppression and Butchness is more privileged. The fact ¡5 

t~t both Butches and Fems are attacked as little girls (as are het women). To 

focus on one denies the experiences of the other, and obscures the reality that 

fflOII &Iris are sexually assaulted. 

Butches as Sexual Objects 

Butches are stereotyped as objectifying Fems (again comparing Butches to 

men),. when the ~aJity is that it is usually Fems who sexually objectify Butches. 

When a Butch anda femare lovers, it is much more likely for the Butch to take 

the risk of initiating the relationship, and to make love to the Fem than vice-

versa. Many Fems never reciprocate their lovers' passionate atténtions. Sorne do, 

but not often with the same lntensity and presence that they enjoy from their 

lover. Is it any wonder that sorne Butches become reluctant to accept 

lovemaking from Fem lovers, when aU have experienced rejection, indifference, 

and half-hearted going-through-the motionsl lt also doesn't help that many Fems 

are attracted by the stereotype of the "'stone Butch:' without any awareness that 

Fems have created and maintain the stereotype for their own benefit, and that it 

causes a great deal of pain to Butches. Many Fems want to belíeve that Butches 

enjoy their role and that they get something out of inequality in love-making. 

Some Fems even insist that a Butch doesn't need to be made love to because 

the fem's orgasm mysteriously causes her Butch lover to have an orgasm at the 

same time! (Wryly reíerred to by an Old Oyke Butch friend as "the Phantom 

Orpsm!') Apin, the Fems are perceiving Butches as being sorne kind of man. 

After all, don't men prefer to be the active partner in sexual encounters with 

womenl Ooesn't it give them power over women l But Butches are not men. 

Femininlty teaches women to imagine themselves the center of sexual attention, 

the allurina flower meant to attract rewards from excited, attentive and loving 

admlrers. Of course, that's het fairy tale crap. The het women's ruffles and 

perfume are meant to attract men, and men's attentions are far from loving. 

Most Fetns do not want to attract men (though sorne Queens have gone 

bltecual or hetJ, but many have internalised the fairyised1 1 image of themselves 

centre of sexual attention, and they simply substitute Butches as 

VIWI:.~-want to attract. 



not ,nen. They are femafes, they are lesbfa,g, ancf 

•. ., 911tchd ,rebsolutely no connectíon or resembfance to men 

,... • ohasa · d her 

111ak'"" h focuses her attent,on an care on fOYer's s>leasu~ 

en, A sute sm, etc., and her lovemaking is afso a way of creatfns 

~rr,ent, º'f psychlc íntimacy with her lover. Men don't malee b-e 

:(flotional ~,, t,odies to masturbate themsefves and to establish dominanct Olílll~ 

,. wornens words, they fuck women. The physicaf realities of the ..._ 

""' 'n other •u E 'f d ..,, • '"" 

rhem:' ompletely d111erent. ven , you out cons,der the prot'ound 

·t· es are e " . B h 
activ• ' 1 d psychic di11erences, comparing utc es to men in intimare 

e,11otion~1;;onships is glaringly illogical and ins~lting. lf any comparison has to 

sensual r . would be more accurate to say that, m many cases, a Butch making 

be ma~~ ~t Fem can be similar to a Lesbian making love with a her woman. Tht-

1ove w_ t up as The Queer, as the one who really wants "IT," and the reaflties 

Butch ~~h's female needs and desires - physicaf, mental emotional, and 

of the d are ignored, because she is not perceived as being female. Does this 

beYº~ l'ke a safe situation for a Butch to say, "1 really want you to make fow to 

sounh ~ay I make love to you, even though a lifetime of Queer and Sutch . 

me t esion would make it hard for me to believe you really mean irl Not fikely. 

º1':e Fems are pushed into unequal lovemaking by lovers who are more 

Fe:. As mentioned before,_ this usually happens to Fems w~o are more 

oppressed than theír in other _ways. These Fems experience ~me of the 

pain, frustration, hum1llat1on, loneliness and self-hatred that unrec,procated 

passíon creates, and they can understand from that what Butches go through ali 

the time. 
By being lovers with a Butch (or pushing a Fem lover into an oppressed Butch 

role), a Fem can avoíd her fear of her own Lesbianism. She tries to pretend to 

herself that she's not really Queer, which makes her lover "the rNI Queer." The 

common het stereotype of Lesbían couples is that one is "the real lesbian" (the 

Burch) and one is a het woman whds been forced or seduced into the 

relationship by the Butch. This oppresses the Burch, not the fem. fems who are 

involved with Butches and do nothing to fight the oppression of Butdles are 

going along with the stereotype whether they really mean to or not. Either way, 

they profit from it: when they go out into the het world with their lover, they 

will be seen as not responsible for the re/ationship; they will be seen as het and 

temporarily involved with a Lesbian instead of with a man. As insultins as that is 

1? th~ Fem, it is far more insulting and dangerous to the Butch. This unequaf 

srtu~tron can be avoided only if the Fem takes equal responsibility for beins a 

~bran and for having the lover re/ationship, which means acti111 and foolrlaJ 

•~a Oyke. 
Think about how het women flirt with us, act scared of us, malee us feel • 

~rverts, believe and spread /esbophobic lies about us, patronise u,, tleat US llit 

,:rrested children" - that is how Fems treat Butches. Some fems haYe 511d 

1 took them a long time to come out because they met Butches and ._ 



•iiv Wlllt blck to men. Now, that's really taking responsibility fo, 
,-,rwt V..vtuhl, alld d ment Why notl 

SoM, .... who haw lived with 01 been married to men, when they come 
• • J11b1r1 Md aet involved wfth lovers actually wanl their lover to be in a 
._.. lfwv May push her to Kt like the ex-husband/boyfriend, to make 
IGw ift I WQ tbat feels bke fucking, because the ex-het hasn't stopped thínlcing 

fi1ot a man\ 'WOfflln. Since Butches have much less power than Fems, especially 
-"et,.._ they are vuln•r•~ to being pushed around by them, including 

beina folCtd into the Fems' fant¡sies. (~rt of the Fem role is authorítativeness 
-- IUlchesJ For eumple, it is usually ex-het Fems who talk about likíng to 
be 'lucked harcr and lrking their Butch lover to use a díldo. An Old Dyke friend 
rwc:.it, with p1in and anger, being made to feel "líke a walking dildo." She tells 
ol die countless limes such Fems have sald to her, "l'm a Lesbian at heart, but 
my body is srlll heterosexual and wants a prick:' 

When I Butch is told all her life that she's not really a woman, and is taught 
to hite herself, Is it surprising that she would take a "real woman's" word for 
wfm women Hice in lovemakingl Some of the ways Butches are stereotyped 
come not from the ways Butches look or act, but from the fantasies, desires and 
p,essu,es of het-identitied Lesbians. These are the ex-het Fems who, when they 
talk about •~ lovers,• include men. They didn't come out because they love 
Oykes and feel like Oykes (Queer); they carne out because it was trendy for a 
while. or beciu~ they "happened to fall in love with a woman;' or because 
they hite fflffl (yet don't really love and desire Lesbians}, or because they want 
sorne power ~, others that they can't get with men, or because they have 
male-pomogr¡phic fantasies of Lesbianism. (Most Lesbians we've known who 
like to md po,n have been Fems.) By never making love to their lover, but only 
beina made lave to, they can fantasise that they're really with a man. Then they 
tum amund and accuse their lover of being "male-identified"I lt is horrible that 
lesbiana like these, who operate totally out of male and het values, and fuck 
owr Lesl,i¡ns, are accepted as nice role-free Lesbians while Butches (and, to a 
leuer extent, Oyke-identified Fems) are persecuted for their lesbianism, by 
other lesbians. 

fems sometimes iSk (usualJy with hostility), 'Well, why are most Butch lovers 
With thenr' The answer Is intemalised oppression. Resistance to :::"'inity comes ata high _pric~, and total lack of support breeds self-doubt 
iJ:wa ~-In such a s1tuat1on, the more privileged and acceptable are 
auecC. more hiahlv \'alued tha~ those who remind you of yourself. Some 

hM Aid~ SU:: in becom,ng lovers with _each _other, and those we've met 
that tllf.ñl -.lble was the most equal relat1onsh1p they'd experienced, and 

to help each other nurture self-love. 



.ot,t,tsedf wftd• 5d ft ,emarkably callous towards Butches and [)yke.icfeM-.r 
ª"etM are \ en have experienced Queens' het-style sexual pmes, but 

-,,AanY ~~lt to confront. Queens' sexually suggestive comments añd 
~be verf d• l'ke harmless play. A Queen commentins on the vulval 
~ªkts can seer,~ or ílowers may appear charming, while a Butch saying the 
~pearance O rd is likely to be called #sex-obsessed:' Any Dyke who asfcs 
:-erY sa~e W: Q~een is flirtíng is likely to be termed "sex-obsessed." Meanwhilt, 
d,rectlY ,f th . 5 popularity through manipulation, pretending attraction to 
the aueen ga•~ interested in. She may #accidentally" rub her breasts or pubJc 

[)ykes she'~ "~ a Oyke or place her knee between the fegs of a Dyke while 
reglo~ ª~'"5 manner flirtatious. The Dyke may feel vulnerable and confused, 

dancin~, e~Am I imagining thisl Does this mean she's attracted to mel lf 1 

wonde~ng~th interest, will she deny what she's doingr The Queen will very 
,espon w~nd with surprise, feigned fear, ridicule or anger. This type of covert 

hkely tes~nipulation borders on molestation, in the sense of being an uninvited 

~xu~ of physical boundaríes that's done in order to gain a power position. lt 
invasio f ·1 · · D k h h h d h 1· 
. ecially harmful to am, y rape v1ct1ms or any y e w o as a er rea ity 
,s esp 1 • • by fl' · · h 1 

peatedly denied. Queens a so set up compet1t1on 1rtmg w1t severa 
~kes at once and then enjoying being fought over. A Queen may also 

maintain power by stringing along severa! lovers at once without giving any her 

íull attention, acceptance, or intimacy, and then harassing her hapless followers 

íor their completely natural jealousy. 
There is much more to be said about Queens' power and about Butches 

being objectified as sexual servicers by Fems. We will write In more detail when 
we are able to print our article for Lesbians only. 

The Lie that Butches are Tough, Closed, Mean, Violent, Unemotioml 

Every Lesbian has to be tough to survive. We are threatened and attacked, 

verbally and physlcally, because we are Dykes. The more out we are, the more 

likely we are to be attacked, especially physically. Even when we are not being 
~~rtly attacked, we are stared at, made to feel like outcasts, and are the 

Jects of angry, disgusted, hating, patronising, leering or ridiculing looks. Even 
1 no male or het woman is being horrible at a particular moment, we are sdll 
:;sault~ by a het, pornographic, male world, with male fantasies of wornen in 

0::e windows and on billboards,etc. A Dyke cannot walk the street with a d 
fieldpe~ face, all fluffy and loving when she is walking through a virtual mine-

P5Ythica~s als~ have to protect themselves physically, emotionally, mentally aM 
could be Y ~~inst this assaultive het world, although to a lesser extent, and 
But wh su Ject to accusations of being #mean, closed and touglf IS a 
th05e ;~ ª,~utch is similarly self-protective, her beMviour Is used • 

ª e •es about Butches being hard. 



c¡:1-:~w,~ that lt Is not ª" right for those With more PGI .. , 

............ Wfth les poMr. A Fem who accuses a Butch of belna 
~-l.'OfflftlOn fCCUSltion), fot fnstance, shoufd ask herself lnstead 

whlt lt ti la ..... ......, that the Butch has reason to not trust. There is 

plenty, fthe Ftm Is dolna nothina to fisht Butch oppression, and is making all 

the _,., mumpdons that it 1$ the Butch with ihe probfem.• TrNting someone 
• -.11•m•I" 11 • eallent reuon for hff not to trust you. Fems treat 

BUIChts this WIY d the time. with wry rare exceptions. Butches have more 

than enouah IUSOft to ~ate to tM general world with great distrust, and they 

also haw plenty of roson to not tNst Fems the way thlngs are at present in 

Lesblan communitlts. While Butches are frequently and publicly insulted in 

le5bi1n publications, etc., with almost no one speaking out in their defence, 

they would be rnost unwi~ to completely trust Fems. 

Butches are told they're •unemotional, tough, cool," etc., because they are 

not Fens. These Ktusations have very little to do with what each individual 

Butch is actuilly l1ke. Fems, being feminine, are perceived as "soft, vulnerabl':, 

emotionaUy exp,essiw,• etc., which is often far from the truth. (We're not sayang 

Ferns are opp,essed by thls stereotype of women; Fems have on some level 

chosen to liW it because of the privilege it gives for appearing to be "normal 

women:') We find Fems tough, closed, Jess emotional, or mean more often than 

Butches. Queens who won't even try to be close to other fems, and who try to 

make Butches fill all their needs, are especially emotionally distant. Fems who 

wm only be close to lc,.,ers orto Lesbians they are attracted to are impossible to 

friends with. 
Queens sometimes behave in stereotyped feminine ways by throwing scenes, 

screaming, using tears to manipulate others, or generally acting like drama 

Queens. This doesn't prove that Fems are open and Butches are closed. 

Throwing scenes isn't real emotion; it's pushlng other Lesbians around, 

intimidating ~nd silencing them by using displays of emotion that are in fact 

Jeuned behaviour, deliberately used for effect. lt's not from being genuinely 

upset, which all of us feel sometimes and need to express. Many Fems learned 

this behaviour from their mothers and use itas a technique to get their own 

way, especlally when someone stands up to them or wants to do things 

differentfy from them. 
None d the Butches ~ve met conform to the "tough, closed" stereotype. 

Bueches are often •more there," more warm and emotionally supportive than 

many Fems. Their solid Dyke identity gives a personal realness that no amount 

d íeffllninily will t\ler confer. To be more Lesbian is to be more true to our 

~ral female selws., while to be less Lesbian-identified (more het-identified) is 

to ~rther 6om one's real self. The further you are from your real self the less 

~: ::c~ving with hones~ directness, and the less capabl~ you 

NYlna the cha 'º. ª~~er lesbian. To portray an entire group as all 

rac:terastia 15 to obJectify and to deny their real 



ces. Just as there are many sorts Ú .~;,,i-. ...... 

·,,diVidual diffe: long as Fems are projecting stereotypes 
.~ ,,.et 1,u of sutches, 1 communicate and be close to them. Thlt ~;,e rtt•ffi so ~r be able to tr~ it is also the Fems' loss, and the Butches' 

' .. Jd wtll " ol the eutches 
:udlt ~.:, failinS, " ed 11"': te''"' rded with hatred causes self-hatr • Many 
iS~..¡ott• ,Jy, t,ein8 t,omba b' n-hating líes. They may think they are 
~u11at tnd up t,elieving leSh 'ª monal problems. Some Butches believe the 
~r,s do se of emotional º'·th º:ome of the Butch-hating lies, but no one 
QJetf t,eeaU n,aY even agr~ ;• pression to believe the lies are true. Also, no 
safllf· ":Vsutch's inter~ah:~os~~ies any more than they should repeat . 
5i,ould uh uld be repeaung ressed group. Saying "but sorne Butches are hke 
.... .1tes s O • t,out any opp . 1 Lesb' d'rtv 1 1w pical hes a . "but sorne working e ass ,ans are 1, • .,, azy, 
st~5 equivalent to saying meone says something derogatory about themstlf 
111ei• 1 ,, 1 t be(ause so • . 

Pid ~ob§: us I does not mean 1t 1s true. stll t 50111ec,ne e se, 
orabOU Butch Oppression Hurts Ali Dykes 

ften the stereotypes of Butches (and Lesbians in general) are 
No matter h~ ie the líes are still told, and the damage is still spread. Whyl 

provento beL u~i~n~ are the only threat to the world-wide rule of patriarchy, 
lt's t,ecau:es :e the most out and obvious of Lesbians - the Dykes who most 
ªnd 8

1utcfuse to cooperate with male domination of the world. And why do 
clearyre . . . 1 1 h' · 1 t.esbians themselves part1c1pate in the ma e assau ts on t 1s Res1stance strugg el 
One of the reasons is that patriarchy is based on hierarchy and inequality, on 
divide and conquer. Females are split up into many different groups and are 
taught to be antagonistic, ridiculing and hating towards anyone who is apart 
from the crowd. We learn this as little girls in our schools, families, religions, 
etc. Part of the conditioning to become HReal Women" is being taught to police 
and bully other girls on behalf of the male power structure. That's why even 
young girls can be so horribly cruel to anyone who is different. 
W~ is it tha.t het women, who exemplify feminine deluxe, are perceived as 

emot,onal, lovmg, open, soft, expressive, etc.? lt's because they get close to are 
!º· and love males. They sure as hell aren't that way with Lesbians The 

,em1nine stereotype · I' H · ca"' be reall . . ,s a ~e. et women are closed emotionally, because they 
filsely stereo~mt~mat~ w1th ~ther females. Lesbians, especially Butches, are 
writh ...... N pe as closed because lesbians are not available for intinun, ........ o matter how · r d ··--, still called •distant I ed m ,m?te an warm we are with each other, we are 
lesbians does ' e os ' emot,onally frozent because closeness between not count· only 1 • as "feelings~ tndivid I h ovmg men and boys (especially sons) is counted 
as they are a wife m~!~ can hbe as c~ld and vicious as they like, but as long 

er, t f!'/ qual,fy as Hsoft, warm, feeling •• ,WOffllft~ 



k don't hite and avold men lik 
wtth men Is baslc to lesbian Id e Stp¡ 

~ 10 men, they wlll stlll be viewed ent1~, 
t,,bflhS of the stereotypes. Even more so b.¡ rn,,.. 

nd harstf as to h¡ve the guts to Perc 1 lit SO a a,e, We sup~ly "1.ack compassio~" vb rne,.. lt 
tfíl lheV "hard and vlclous, wh1le the rapists and etaust 
,. -~8 maktS :Universal admiratlon, loyalty, and love. Yet 
__. 111 thlob}letl citan for, fuck, love and support those murd:~ 
wftllft. 1'ho fted. = 'loving, natural, open and womanly;• instead ers 
and .-111 as the Lesbian-hating, female-hati ng collabora~f 
bel"I itcuratelY ~--•·1¡· Lesbians who dare to challenge het women' 0rs t"" ..n, ate. M:w" ~an-hatin( _ the ti red líe of reverse discrln/ h~trec1 
toMtds us 111 In CJIIS hatred and cruelty "love"; it calls courage 

The world wtns, espectally Butches, are set up ,by men to be the universal 11 
"cruell(. Lesbia I r1- Ali this should make 1t clearer why we are .--forma e e "'"'' 
~fft8-- h h cru•I mean etc. Stereotypes should always be anal stereotypedas ars, .. , ' h h YSed 

nd. who ti... nmfit _ then we find out w Y t e stereotype exists. Th tofi out •wr t"'"' 1 d' 'd I at Is more important than pickin~ ap~rt f!very n_ 1v1 ua component of ::'55 ste,eotype. Once we grasp why 1t ex1sts, the ~nt1re body of líes 
automatlcally loses credibility. So whenever a Fem 1s tempted to treat a Butch as 
tht stereotype, she should realise that, whether she wants to or not, she ¡5 
doing it on men's behalf. Hopefully that will make it clear to her that she must 
stop. lf she ltfuses to stop oppl'ffling Butches because she doesn't want her 
OWII feln prMlqe to be thratened, she should realise that her actions are 
ulllmately tuppOrting mento go on abusing her, herself. 

lesbophoblc l!sbians - those who have not challenged their internalised 
antf-1.esbian attitudes, are less able to be emotionally open and intimate with 
othtr lesbians, because of the fear that lesbophobia causes. This is as true of 
any Femas k ls for a Butch, and can be more so, because the more Fem a 
Lesbian Is. orthe more het-identified, the more lesbophobic she will be. Real 
inlhnacywith a Dyke friend or lover requires deep acknowledgment and 
acceptance of, and pride in, one's Lesbianism and the Lesbianism of one's friend 
or kM,. To 111naln lesbophobic is to leave in place barriers to intimacy th~t.no 
~of the,apy or drugs can ever get rid of. Only Lesbian-identified pohtical 
.;. work, ~nd really caring about other Dykes will ever remove 



Endnotes 

Oy~ for both Fem and Butch lesblam. HOWMr, ft't 

• ..,. 11s, rhe rer
O
m k~ used to be applied only to Butche. 

, r•-"'be' that Y 

r,,rtt I a Oyke Separatist of Aotearoa (New Ze1land), wt 1111 NM 

1 51,,,e Rust~~ asrticle. Oykes of Aotearoa and other Paclfic Natfons haw nur. 
~m118 111 th . phere Lesbian publications. Hopefully our decfsfon wffl --..n fO 

s.,- h ,,, Hemis 
-.. 

ri1ort e ·mt,alance. 
that' mme is the French word for woman, use the Si,fllJna ffm. We contlcftr 

, 5;,,c_e ~nd conferrlng a false sense of normalrty to call any Lesblan I wom,n. Fem wdF. 

;nsultinS f II be less ;arring to French-speaklng readers. (Because of French rm,,.,,.,,..,. 

alSo hope u.d:ly understood throughout the world.) 

french Is w1 

h it Is not a satisfactory term, we use fema/e to mean our gender. doet 

• Alrtiougthe same meaning as woman, which Is a man-made social construct1on• 11.-. 

not have . . 
, a.u, 

(emale is not age spec1f1c. 

5 For clarity, we use they instead of the more accurate we when referrfng to Butches and 

Dyke-identified Fems. We belong to both groups. 

• When we use the term power in this article, we are talklng about the power to Opp,111, 

derived from privílege. ldeally, ali Oykes should have lncreasing Personal power II ww 

fight lesbophobia. That is, true or inner power, and not the kind based on 50111f()M 

else's paln and oppression. 

1 Remember S.C.U.M. Manifesto and Valerie Solanis's brilliant, wltty descriptlon of tldt 

male deception and het women's collaborationl 

• Recently there was a news story about a woman who pressured her daughttr to not 

report the mother's boyfriend for raping the daughter. The man was convfcted, but dte 

mother still defends him and was crying as he was taken to prison. (Now what will lhe 

do to her daughter?) Such stories are numerous. We have a frlend who plans to tlltfyfft 

court to prevent her brother from continuing to rape his baby daughter. Thfs SO•••• 
our friend's mother (renowned as a feminist in her community) that she told her 

daughter, "I wish you'd never been born," thus betraying both her dauahter and 

granddaughter in her effort to protect her rapist son. 

2,
 Wilson Key, Media Sexploitation (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1976), M-• .... ..._ .. """ 

4-26. 
'º Wh 

,J 

0 else but male-identified women would also pressure thelr dausftterJ to 

~n;~turally weakl Fou r-fifths of fourth-grade girls in the U.S. are now on 

co ,me Magazine, January 20, 1986. Thus a new generation of even 

ntrollable females are being formed. (Fourtfl.grade 1lrls are efsht and ni 

"In Aot 
. 

"fl earoa, Old Dyke culture refers to F-ems who cfon'tfflllllJ;ll..._111 

at-on•their-back-fairies." (Fairy is a New ZaJand WOld• 



Found Goddesses* 

Morgan as revea/e Grey and Julia Pen 
1
d to 

eolle 

lntroduction 
Once upon a time, not very long ago, a Witch and a Linguist liv d . circumstances called lincoln, Nebraska. As it happened, the Witc~ (: extrelllt knew something of the Craft of language and the Linguist Oulia) knew organ¡ something of the Craft of Magic. Both believed in the generation of n ew real' · through radical transformations. One day, they found themselves in a 1 

1t1es dykes cirtling a parking lot for the umpteenth time (not a magic numi:~¡°ad of one of the dykes remarked that we really needed a goddess of parking l~ts when "Yeahr everyone agreed enthusiastically. No sooner had this chorus subsid~ than a car pulled out and we were able to park. The conversation ended as the dykes scrambled out of the car, but the Idea was in the air. A dyke had voiced her desire; the world had changed. 
T~ Witch had become disillusioned with the focus among women's spirituality groups with "lost goddesses~ After severa! years of studying lost goddes&es, talking about lost goddesses, teaching classes about lost goddesses, the Witch began to feel that these lost goddesses, while interesting, had no real bearing on her life as a lesbian in the latter part of the twentieth century. Those goddesses were defined mostly through their relationships with men and gods, even in feminlst writing that tried to re<reate older, less male-centered myths, and most of them weren't lesbian-identified. Furthermore, not a one of them had ever tried to find a parking space in Manhattan, or wondered what to bring to a poduck. 
lhe Unguist, on the other hand, had not shown one lota of interest in "lost f>dd--: wlth the possible exception of Eris, the Oiscordian goddess of chaos. 

" 1-,.1 flaRI Tht 8ool d Found CoddessfS, from Asphalta to Vulva, as ,~aled to ..... Clwvand lulla l'enelopt, to be published 1987, 
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Anima 

ANIMA is the goddess who gives us paws in the busy-ness of our daily lives, 

renewing our spírits, so that we may rise above the litter scattered within our 

minds. lt is She who watches over the connections Lesbians share with animals 

of all types, both those who live with Lesbían companions and those who live 

apart. The devout are said to eat only the small cookies blessed by ANIMA's 

priestesses, appropriately called Anima Crackers. So rigorous is this regimen that 

sorne ~ave been known to go Crackers, enteríng into a state of permanent bfiss. 

_Lesb,~ns, especially Healers, have long been known for their connections 

tth a_nimals. While traditional wisdom links Lesbians with cats, for many of us 

,ve w,th one or sever I t · • • 1 • 

str . a ca compantons, ,t ,s a so true that many Lesb,ans form 

,~;~ t~:i:ith ani~als of all species: dogs, goats, rabbits, birds, fish, snakes, 

lesbia~ rep :, g~r ,Is, ªnd turtles, but especially those that share with us the 

WOrship of ;N,:ve process known as Parthenogenesis. So widespread Is the 

"teams," bear the na:at covens devoted to Her worship, sometimes called 

es of Her beloved companions: the Wildcats, Cubs, 111111, 



UOM,~__,..*· Thosetouched by t~e love of ANIMA are 

fedll'IIIMt,,1'M!tteftffMI splrfts, and o~n exp~r,ence a tra~ce _called 
AnifMtfOft,~ whlch theycome with1n a wh,sker of melt1ng 1nto Her ~--A~ lstnown by many names in many aspects. As FELINA she teaches us 
t11eMY§oftNeluxury1ndtheabandon ofplayfulness, and in this aspect may 

be ,amililrly addressed as "Kitty, Kitty." lt's not un usual late at night to hear 

of RUNA wafking the streets cafling out, "Here Kitty, Kitty:' for She 

kwes the covierof night and the darkness, often retiring to Catacombs for Her 

naps. She is particularly fond of shag rugs and soft pillows, especially in the 

sunlight, and Her foflowers often make pilgrimages to Catalina in order to catch 

the rays. These dewut are sometimes called "Crispy Critters" when they indulge 

too much in such observances. One of Her most popular rituals is called The 

Catnap. Awakened abruptly from one of these rituals, She has been known to 

go into Catniption fits, hurling hairballs in every direction. Those struck by 

these missiles are said to be "Hair Today, Goon Tomorrow:' 
frorn Her we leam to remain watchful in rest, and to move quickly from deep 

sleep to fuJI alertness in danger. Her priestesses, widely known for their 

inscrutable wisdom, are often said to be "catty," a psychic state induced by one 

of the herbs sacred to CHEMIA, known to initiates as Catnip. These adepts, 

who, it is said, have grasped the mysteries of Cataclysms and Catalytic 

converters, weary of the world and retire to temples of meditation called 

Cathouses. 
Her most favored devotees can be recognized by the dusty paw prints that 

adom theír cars, and the many tiny scars they bear proudly on their hands and 

arms, which, they say, are earned in observances called Cat Fights, which the 

mousey avoid because of their Animosity. In Her ferocious appearances, 

FELINA is shown with arched back and raised tail, a stance often adopted by 

Her worshippers during Catastrophes. Objects sacred to this aspect of ANIMA 

include catamarrans, catalysts, and Her rituals are said to be most successfu I if 

observed in a grave of catalpas. lncantations to FELINA Catcalls are u sed to 

invoke Her for tranquility or rage, depending on the ne~d of the
1 

devotee. 

To call upon FELINA in a meditative mood, the fol/owing incantation is said 
to be purrfect: 

Felina, Felina, don't be a tease, 
Come lull me, lull me, my purrpose is peace. 

Felina, wise fur purrson, 1 ask you: 
Bless me with calm, this I know you can do. 

or~~:~1;~~:~=tha~e sugges!ed that a ritual now sacred to UMPIRA was 

o t e worsh,p of FELINA because of her love of playfully 



battlng balls about, but the doubtful insíst that more fieldwork must be done 
1,efore such a connection can be asserted, Others pe,ceíve an ancíent 
relationship between FELINA and CHOCOLATA ín the fat, bearded staeues 
sometimes referred to as "Santa Claws:' 

Followers of other aspects of ANIMA, such as the toothsome CANINA, en.iov 
subjects and objects they can "sink their teeth íntd' and "chew on: and are 
known for their love of ideas and lengthy analysis. lt is saíd they are dopd in 
this pursuit, and one of their rituals begins when a particípant says, '1 haYe a 
Bone to pick:' 

1t has been suggested that CANINA, in fact, may have been a friend or lover 
of VISCERA, an intimacy still celebrated in observances duríng which emotions 
are unleashed and run wild, called Puppy Love. In this state of Anima 
Magnetism the celebrants are mysteriously drawn to one another, and much 
Heavy Petting is said to go on. So intense are these rituals, whích can last for 
weeks, that devotees have been known to emerge from them dog-eared and 
dog-tired. Offerings to CANINA, called Scraps, or Dogma, are carried about in 
paper containers, known to the devout as Doggie Bags. One adept priestess has 
invented a machi ne for processing these Scraps, the Oogmatic, which is started 
by pushing buttons. Once the offerings to CANINA have been prepared 
dogmatically, they are woofed down. Rituals to CANINA are most successful 
when performed during that season sacred to Her, the Dog Days, orwithin a 
grove of Her beloved Dogwood trees. The devout are said to howl blissfully for 
hours when the Moon is at Her fullness. Few stray. 

Virtually every city or town has at least one temple to ANIMA, called the 
"Humane Society'' (why, we don't know) or the "Anima Shelter: where the 
creatures sacred to Her are given care until they pick out a Lesbian companion 
suitable to them. Should you wish to become a companion to ANIMXs chosen, 
particularly those called the Paws that Refresh, you must visit one of these 
temples frequently, no matter how fur you have to go, making the appropriate 
cooing and cuddling noises that attract her favor. Eventually, one (or more!) of 
Her creatures will choose you and come to live with you, for a small cash 
offering. The Sign of your Choosing will be a Lick anda Promise, Blessed 
ANIMA! 

Asphalta 
ASPHALTA, goddess of all roads, streets, and highways, and guardian of those 

who travel on them, is best known for her miraculous powers of finding parking 
places. The formal Parking Place lnvocation to ASPHALTA, chanted by Her 
devotees around th'e world, and never known to fail when sincerely uttered, 
even in impossible-to-park-in cities like New York and Montreal, is 

Hail Asphalta, full of grace: 
Help me find a parking place. 
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dthe most widely-worshipped of all modern found 
A11Jhl111 isonend form complex intersecting webs which 1.0 . 80hddesses, hiBh"'Y5ª )U!l;'li.W h 1· in er tter -' ples and shrines, and connect t e ,ves of Lesbians H lllany 
-~ __ ...... ui tem • • d · er "" . 
fflOUMI'_, 1_,......, wherever road construct1on 1s un erwaY. anda '''ªJor ....--are ""'°u:u • ' re atte d 
~.-. . who usually wear Jeans or overalls, boots ha dh n ed 
::.i~~kerchiefs about their necks or heads, as ~ell ras at5, and 
.---'c of her sacred color, day-glo orange. They often carry flags or . 
,c,u,........ - . 1 d s1gns as 
--'w.koftheir high office. AII motonsts s ow own when passing thro h )JI•- h . d ug one of Asphalta's Sacred Places, and stop w en mstructe to do so by a priest 
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s
• 

heed the signals of a priestess has been known t? have fatal consequences, but 
tflO!ieespeciallycherished by Asphalta may be g1ven the Sacred Batan to pass 
to a traYeler going in the opposite direction. The ritual of Passi ng the Sacred 
Baton symbolizes the diversity of our paths. 

Asphalta's shrines, marked by heaps of concrete and asphalt left after a 
temple has moved, are usually unattended and visited by Her most devoted 
follcMters, who sometimes wear a relic from one of these places, a small crystal 
of asphalt, in a bright orange bag with a yellow cord, around their necks ar • 
hanging from the rearview mirror of their car. These relics are said to have great 
powe,s, and will guarantee safe passage from one place to another. Especially 
renowned for their shifting powers are the rare Asphalta crystals that have part 
of the Yellow Une in their matrix, and these are much sought after by frequent 
travelers.Soci The Yellow Line is widely held to represent the Order of Society ªnd 

al Contracts far th· h 1 · actually 
• • 15 reason, many thearists suspect that Asp a ta is ed 

~ess whose influence extends far beyond roads and travel. 1nde ' 
INTEi>n• ... ng _webs connect all that Is. 

. I\.Jlf\llA ,s one of ASPHA•· ' h ach town and city has its LT~s best-known aspects, althoug e 1 ad or 
T~llway, and is :~:mes far this deity. She sometimes appears as Tol ¡~g 
distances from each to be both convenient and expensive, for, at vª.\aid 
!hat making an offeri~h;r, one_ will find small shrines to ASPHALTA, lt ,;s aooths, 
•n~res the travele(s s!eº ª Pnestess at one of these shrines, called To evotees, 
ªllXious to travel as q . k1ssage from one shrine to the next. Some d knoW" to 

u,c Y as POSsible from one point to another, are 



lound~ 

huy Monthly eooks of coupons, whích they uw as offe,;np. INTf~ symbol Is the Cloverleaf, and many report exceptíonal effectt when 
MOOLNs f avorite color, green, is combtned wíth the Ckwetleaf and wom • _. 
amulet. 

Ciettuffa 
GETTUFFA is Our-Goddess-of-Self-Oefense, She-Who-K',cks,Quidc,. and 511e;. 

known for Her proud stance and wide stride. She moves thfoush time in splil-
seconds, be-ing neither Her nor There yet always Wherever, ~ , a dyfe-
calls upon Her in anger or distress. lt is Her Name we call when men har.:aH us. 
on the street or at work, in any circumstances in which we feel threarened widt 
violence or harm, physical or emotional. Because GETTUFFA ís often írwoked • 
the Last Minute when time is short, many devotees use a d ípped Cor choppedJ 
form of Her Name, TUFFA, for these syllables slip easily thmugh cfenched 
teeth, erupting in sharp grunts and harsh gasps: 

TUFFA, TUFFA, chop, block, leap! 
Help me decimate this creep. 

TUFFA supports us in our struggles to become strong and swift. and She is 
frequently worshipped in dojos and womyn's self-defense dasses, where initiales learn the mysteries of Sparring and Blocking. Her devotees are much SM!R to 
críes and howls, noises cherished by EVACUA, as they whirt and spin. She may 
be invoked in any of Her several aspects, Karate, Tae Kwon Do. Tai Chi .. and 
Judo, and Her observances are called the Martial Arts. Because these oifenswe 
and defensive rituals are often performed on floor coverings caJled •maas.• 
GETTUFFA's hair is reputed to be so matted that it resembles a tangle of angry 
snakes. lt is said she rejoices in the flowing sweat that drenches the bodies of 
the Exerted, for she who works out becomes a Tuff Oyke, capable of defending 
herself against those who would do her harm. 

Because dykes live surrounded by danger, GITTUFFA responds readily to a 
variety of invocations, from the thoughtfully elaborate to the tersely immediate. 

Come, GETTUFFA, let my aim be true: 
This prick's preying days are through! 
Hey GETTUFFA! l'm being hounded; 
When I fight back, they'II be confounded! 

Because it is She who encourages us to act in situations of danger, sorne 
invocations are more strenuous than others. When threatened and · kl cry out· outnumbered, sorne Tuff Dykes quic Y · 



48 e,.,, and l\v)(t/()~ 

Jab and ft>kfl Stab and Chopl 
Kid the prids till thcy dropl 

o~ Tuff Dyke chant, sald to be partlcularly effcctlve when lntoncd In a 
th1NtN1ing, throaty snarl by a group of Lesbians has been known to drlve men 
from tht streets. lts slmplicity strikes at the source of male presumption. As you 
walk down the st~t, chant loudly and repeatedly. 

Wither and fall off, 
Wither and fall off, 
Wither and fall off, 
Etc., etc., etc. 

On and on. 1'hey" will know exactly what you mean! This invocation to 
GETTUFFA was once known far and wide, but seems to have fallen into dísuse 
in these latter days as righteous anger has been suppressed and denied. One of 
the ftercest aspects of GITTUFFA, KILLAMAN, is all but lost to us, but our 
strenuous researching re-vealed one of Her most powerful invocations: 

KILLAMAN, KILLAMANI Spirit of frenzy, 
Stand beside me, rise wlthin me! 

A protective spell, said to surround the Tuff Dyke with an angry aura 
guaranteed to frighten any presumptuous male, can be addressed directly to the 
wrong-doer who is threatening you: 

1'11 Gettuffa and say it true: 
1 don't want to deal with you. 

A strong stance and a can of mace is also helpful. GETTUFFAI 

Rotunda 

Ch:~~~}at;;:~h~~~¡
1
~widely worshipped, espccially by Her 

She Is a kind and generous goddl'SS~:r r~~nd•about paths and clrcumlocutlons. 
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folds, Her blesslngs are called "Love 
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LeSblant starve themselves for affectíon. Others 

oiets, whered by male values who succumb to Anorexia and 

c,,ribrld~yke5 possess;,ves in cruel practíces that leave them fat-free. fndeed, 

fflerit1?'1 wastínB th~m f some Lesbíans so fearful of ROTUNDA that they are 

9111i"1181 heard stor,e~ 0 ons of Weíght Watchers, who are much gíven to the 

we hav~ued bY th_e emlories for they aspire to weíghtlessness. 

t"' ~u al of count,~B Ca rove~ of full-bodíed ínvocatíons, and ñnds most 

vile ~~NDA heartrly app roach Her with guttural rumbfíngs and largess. As the 

R ·zinB those who ap~ontinues to expand, so, too, do the ínvocatíons 

appe~~r of Her deVOHtees taste. Ti red of beíng the lightest wítch in your covenl 
nurn~ eal to er · h 
knoW" to ap~ruNDA to increase your we,g t. 
call upon RO 

DA ROTUNDA, the Wise, the Free, 
ROTUN k' me fat. Hear my plea! 
please ma e 

es of underweight, ROTUNDA:s generous proportions can be 
·n extreme cas . 

Or, 1 b the following invocatron: 
50ught Y 

ROTUNDA, l'm sick of being thin._ 
1 

l'd rather be fat than bones and skm. 

She does not appear to respond to thin or reedy voices, and terms fike "rofy-

poly:' "chubby:' or "obese'' displease her. 
ROTUNDA, it should be noted, abhors the sickly aftertaste of Diet Sodas, for 

these are consumed in great quantities by the followers of the false goddesses, 

Jane Fonda and Crystal Light. No one dares step light 'rr lively at Her 

observances, for She attends only to the weighty tread of the elegantly fat, and 

cherishes their bouncing breasts and generous flesh. 

: G OSSIP 
n in., ... _, .• . . . . . . ,rhics _,...,.ilíli' . . 
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Chain Letter Massacre 
J udy Freespirit 

l.1st night when I opened my mailbox I fou~d an envelop~ _conta_lning thr~ 
things, a chain letter and two notes encouragmg me to part1c1pate m the chain~ 
The first note was handwritten on one of those small pieces of yellow note 
paper with sticky stuff across the top. lt read: 

Judy, w,11 )OU put those famous great hands to work on this energy 
circle? Seems /ike there's everything to gain and not much to lose . . . Al/ 
women lceeping it going can't help but make it happen . .. Hope you do 

it. 

By the time I had finished reading the note the hairs on the back of my neck 
were standing straight out. 1 decided to read the >.eroxed, hand written letter 
from K and her lover M just the same. After all, don't I owe something to a 
woman l've worked with on various projects over a period of years? lt read: 

What are the chances of earning, saving or being given enough money 
to buy a recreatfona/ vehicle ... especial/y one which could 
accommodate two headstrong women, each with her very separate 
needs and wanting to travel together? 

Where is ali this leadingl Am I being asked to chip in so they can buy a new 
vanl 

When we got this letter we wanted to send it back rather than open in 
our hearts to believe it could work for us, but the enthusiasm of the 
woman who it to us - the fact that her hopes were high and her 
ffle'IJY strong for the goal, made us change our minds. 



. me all thisl Are they assuming (and righdy so) tbiU 
theY telhn8 1 Are they trying to shame me lnto confonnftyt •_'5.r-"l!IR' 

t/Jtff are k the letter 
to st"d bac 1 dy worklngt The dollars we sent are already In the 

. tetrer is a rea 
ThlS 
,r,ail. 

with them 1'11 have to get my act together. 
t to keeP up 

1f I wan . fl r the empowerment of women only. We can use thls 
This letter _,s ~oney for our own goals. 
(orm ro ,a,se 

, being given an opportunity not available to men. How can 1 
1-1"'" rared~~the circumstancesl 
refuse un 

decided that, as lesbians, we deserve to have a vacation vehide so ::a,, enjoy our /eisure time rather than give in to a world which 
would prefer that we fragment ourselves. 

1 can't argue with that. 

We went through our address books and chose the friends who were 
most l,kely to keep the positive energy in this letter<hain unbroken. 
That's youl 

Oh boy, once again l'm one of the chosen people. Why couldn't they choose , 
someone else for once?• 

lf you don't want to do this (our resistance was strong) cal/ us and tell us 
or send it back quick/y. 

You must in turn choose women who wi/1 feel good about continuing 
this letter. · 

: d~~t feel good about continuing this letter and I certainly don't intend to so 
00 mg for someone to send it to. 

Feel Yo • • ur mtent,ons and convey your energy as we have done to those 
You send it to _ 

May we a// b ,. ' ene,,t ,rom our combined woman energyl 

• Not an ori . 1 • 81"ª Joke but I couldn't resist. 



The typeWrlften chain letter was familiar. l've had a half dozen or so of the,n 
in 111@ past few years. lt began: 

10 THE WOMEN FRIENDS IN MY LIFE 
WH0 ICNOW HOW 10 DREAM ANO CREATE THEIR OWN REALITY 

Th@n it ps on to say that So-and-So has sent these Hprompt LEGAL letters four 
times in the last year. The first time she received $10,000 and the other times 
around $7,000. lf this letter continues as it should everyone profits:' 

The letter continues for a whole page, telling me to wrap $1.00 in a blank 
piece of paper. 1 am then to send that dollar to the first person on the list of 
four names which is at the bottom of the page, and then I am to remove the 
first name and add mine to the bottom of the list and then send the corrected 
list to 10 women who I consider "doers~ The letter ends with: 

Mail it to 10 friends within 48 hours. You wi/1 be surprised at the resu/ts. 

P.S. THIS IS AN ALL WOMAN'S LETTER 

Ordinarily I would have thrown it away. lt's usually not worth the trouble to 

argue with people who want to believe that chain letters a~e goi~g t~ 
1
~ak

1
~ 

them rich. They just respond with, "You have such a negat1ve att1tude, or lf 1 

don't get any money from this it will be because of people like you :' 
l'm angry about the chain letter, but_even angrier about the guilt tripping 

letters sent with it. This time I won't just throw it away. This time 1'11 write a 

response and from now on anyone who sends me a chain letter (if they should 

dare) will get this essay. Here goes. 

2.4 Billion Arguments for the Elimination of Chain Letters 

A few years ago I worked with a woman who got involved in a chain letter. 
She was all excited because she was sure she was going to get rich. She talked 
about it for days and spent a lot of time retyping the letter, sending it to friends 
and relatives, worrying about whether or not she had sent it to the "right 
people," and anxiously waiting for the money to come rolling in. She would talk 

about it to _anyone who wo~ld listen. lf someone said something negative or 
even questioned her enthus1asm, they were discounted as pessimists. She went 

on a~d on ~bout how people who didn't think that chain letters work were just 
negative, faíthless and f oolish. 

i A ~onth fater I asked how much she had rT)ade. She didn't want to talk about 
t. dwd.edn I pressed h~r she told me she had gotten back $7 00 She was busy 

an I n't want to d1scuss it. · · 
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b duped Denial is common behavior 
ing that she h_ad_ eden any b~nko cop or bunko artist will d was denY b en víct1m1ze as 

frien ho have e •11 in business. . 
MY people w h thevre both st1 . about the fantasies for a minute. There 

aff10"81.1. ¡hat's "'e racts instead of talk1~! much if any money and here's why. 
ttl,lfs 1o0k at th orker could have maf ramid and at times have been called 

i.t' co•W h f rm o a PY ' d . o waY mY based on t e o h ramid starts out small at the top an ;sn. 1 tters are 'd clubs. T e PY Chª'".; letters or pyram1 
P'irarT11 

May 1984 

MaY 1984 
f women in the U.S.A. 

Number o 
Number of women in the world 

2,400,000,000 
116,,so,OOo 

o,oo 
00,00 

4,000,000 
i,0,OOO,OOO 

100,000,000 

'-l 000,000) ooo 
becomes geom t . 11 
had started ou e r~ca Y larger at each step. The letter I received, for example, 
wh0 supp d~ w,th four names. Each of these four women sent it to 10 others 
to 40 wo:;~ :h had ea~h sent it to 10 more. In other words, 4 women, sent it 
who need to fin ° sent it ~o 400 women. On level 3, then, we have 400 women 
Probably take 4,000 different women to send the letter to. On level 4, which 

s Pace 3 or 4 weeks after the mailing of the first letters, we now 
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ha,ie 4',000 women who need to find 40,000 women at level s to send the retter 
to. Are you with me so farl Getting tougher, isn't itl And if you think that's hard 
where do you suppose they will find 400,000 women to send the letter tol Al 

1 

THE POINT WHERE 40,000 WOMEN NEED TO GET 400,000 WE'RE ONLY Al 
lEVEl EIGHT OF THE PYRAMID! 

According to the May 8, 1984 edition of the San Francisco Examiner there are 
approximately one hundred eighteen million one hundred fifty thousand 
women (1181150,000) in the U.S., and 2.4 billion (2,400,000,000) in the world.•• 
Women at level eight would have to find twice the number of women in the 
U.S.A. to send the letter to, and those at level 10 would need to find more 
MOmen than exist in the entire world. In order to "create our own reafity'1 in 
such a way as to make this chain letter work, we'd have to create billions of 
women fast ... and then we'd still be stuck with creating 10 times as many for 
the next level ... ad infinitum. 

•o.K.,• you may be thinking, "so even if what you say is true, what's the harmr 
After all, nobody loses more than a few bucks. Even if you figure that it costs 
S2.00 in postage and 75 cents for xeroxi~g and ;nvelopes, the very most you 
will have to spend is $3.75. What's the b,g fuss? 

You're right, of course. The most money a person can lose with this $1.00 
chain letter is $3.75. But there's more than money at stake here. 

Let's take a look at So-and-So who sent the original letter and claims to have 
made $10,000. She is implying in her letter that if you follow the instructions 
and answer the chain letter, you will make money too. You are being promised 
something. Maybe it's money, or maybe it's hope. Perhaps it's the chance to 
have a fantasy and convince yourself for a little while that it could come true. 
The fact is that the person who starts the letter is likely to make a fair amount of 
money, even if a small percentage of people receiving it join the chain. 
However, the further down the pyramid you are when you get the letter (and 
you never know when you get it how far you are from the top) the less likely 
you are to make any money. Sound familiar? THE FARTHER DOWN YOU ARE 
ON THE PYRAMID THE LESS LIKELY YOU ARE TO MAKE ANY MONEY. 

Those of us who are nowhere near the top of the economic pyramid know 
the frustration of seeing other people who seem to have it easy, and many 
more, like ourselves, who seem to have it hard no matter what we do. When 
we see that So-and-So is getting rich and we aren't, who do we blame? So-and-
Sol The systeml Ourselves most likely. lf we fail to make money on the 
letter, the letter has told us through a "friend" who sent it to us, there must be 
something wrong with us. We failed where others succeeded. And if it wasn't 
we who failed, then it must have been the people to whom we sent the letter. 

•• 1 SCJt these figures by taking the total U.S. and world populations and dividing by two. 
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ffMiy W.N not followlng through. They did not have faíth . Theo¡ w-?r~ fa,f ur~ 
and drallld UI down with them In their resistance. So we .1re m,3d~ to f'!,-f li !('! 
fallures when there WaJ no way we could have won in the first pf,30'! 5inct! 
dld not start the chaln. Only those who start the chaín~ can wín - at th~ 
expense of thousands of people down the line. 

A chaln letter Is a con. lt's hard to admit, evento ourselves that w~v~ ~P.n 
taken, so Wf/re llkely to try to forget the whole thing when we r'!alizf:? w~v#/! 
been trlcked. That's what the con is counting on. lf we recogníze that W#1!·1"! 
been taken, then we also have to acknowledge that we are doubly re5pcnsit.l~ 
because we brought our friends into the process. When we senda chaín r~er 
to someone who knows us, we lend our name to it and give it credibílity. After 
all, lf K tells me thls Is a good thing and I will be helping her and her lcver- ge! a 
house, what klnd of a person am I if I question itl To question the chain l~e!' 
that I send you is to question my integrity. So, ít's easier to either participare ín 
the letter orto ignore it. lt's really risky, however, to confronta chain fet:ei-
advocate. People don't like having their fantasies dashed by their fnends. Ar.e! 
they don't llke to admit they've been made fools of. lt makes us defensive w~en 
Wftre told wéve been conned, and that we are enmeshing our friends in tt:e ~« 
as well. 1 felt stupid, for example, when I realized that in order to understar.d 
that somel:>ody is going to lose somewhere down the line, all I had to ¿0 was 
multiply.f4 X 10 X 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 and I would have seen that there was no 
way the lefter was going to work forever. When someone first pointed this out 
to me I félt'sheepish, but I also knew it was true. Somebody, somewhere aiwa"VS 
pays the P,rlce for somebody near the top making a profit. 

One of the major irritations forme about the specific chain letter I received 
was thE of the concept that we can "create our own reality:' 1 cannot 
compl :thls piece without speaking my mind on that tapie. Every time l r.ear 
this ph I get livid. Let's get this straight right now. To sorne degree ,-.e ha-.·e 
power to change our lives, but to say we· have total power to create our cwn 
reality ls'ludlcrous in the extreme. 1 remember having an argument about 
tvwelv,, rs as<> (this was during the Viet Nam War) with a woman who 
clalmAl'IWlll ( everyone creates their own reality. She was telling me that she had 
been -and she had decided that she had created it. l asked her if babies 
who S napalmed in Viet Nam had also created their own reality. "'Y~• 
she .v, chose it, they e hose to be born to those parents in that time and 
plac aat.a,.llve through that experience." This type of "blame the victim .. 
attlt people down rather than empowering them. lt serves the- people 
who p and keeps those who are on the bottom in their place. Who d 

fnvented such a concept anywayl . . 
yOU to ihe lssue of the chain letter. The one I rece1ved cla1med to 

n'I know lf that's true, but I do know on~ thing - it's i~moral._ lt 
1 1 people in something that Is based on a he: the he na. lt nvo ves . -11 L- h .....,~ hl for nothmg and that nobody w, UC' urt. lt pttlns aomet ns 
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does not tell )'OU that if somroody who is farther down the pyramld than You 

sends )'OU a doUar and they don'l get anything back for thelr troubfe you ar@ 

gtffing it from them under false pretenses. 1( you read carefully you will see , ._ 

the fettef- doesn't actually promise you anything, it just says you'II be surpriSM • 

the resutts. ft only implies that you might get a lot of money if you send the 

chain tetter to the right people. lf it falls, it's on your head. 
tf the chain letter is a hoax, a con and a trick, what can we say of the chain 

Jetter designated "for women onfy" except that it's a con and a trick on womenl 
And why would someone initiate this? My guess is that someone who was 

aware of the need some of us have to have women only space simply put it out 

as a new twist on an ofd game. lt is just another way of exploiting our need to 

ha,ie something of our own. Our "sisters" (if indeed it was sisters who started 

this letter) are using our speciaf situation to make a profit on us. They are 

tuming our needs against us and then expecting us to be unthinking and 

subject to knee jerk responses to slogans. And the sad thing is that sorne of us 

are taken in. 
Why do we so wiUingly accept what we are being told without question just 

because it ;5 labelled "for women only"? There are many reasons why lesbians 

and other oppressed minorities may get caught up in chain fetters and other 

easy money schemes. Most of us are ha_rd put. to get ou r needs met: We oft~n 

have to struggfe just to subsist, never mmd trymg to get a few luxunes. We hve 

in a society that shows us "the good life" everywhere we look, in magazines and 

newspapers, on billboards, TV and movie screens. Everywhere we see people 

who seem to be enjoying the things we find out of our reach, like a new 
refrigerator, a vacation, a car or a house. lt makes sense that we wou Id want to 

believe that there is any easy way to get out wishes. We're tempted to think that 

by simply wanting something, concentrating hard on it, saying a few hundred 

affirmations, and sending out a few letters and we too can have the things we 

want. 
lt is for this reason that many of us gamble, even knowing the odds are 

against us. We want to be winners. We want to believe that somehow our f uck 

will change and we will be able to Hmake it big:' When gambling for money in a 

poker game, or slot machine or craps table there is sorne chance we will win 

anda much greater chance that we will lose. However, when we gambfe it is 

with the understanding that there are certain odds to the game. We may or may 

not choose to take our chances at winning or /osing. With a con, e .g., a chain 

letter, nobody but the con has a chance to win. 

So t~ere's the problem. We don t get what we want and need and we are 

searchm~ for ways to get sorne comfort in our /ives. And l'm telling you to give 

up hope m the fantasy of an easy solution What do I h t " · ·t 
1 l · ave o 011er you in I s 

ph ace Not '"iuch,: Just the suggestion that before we can salve our problems we 
ave to stop ,oo mg ourselves. 
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Befare we can change our material conditionj h.w'! fr, lr,,1, clrN+1 ,_ 
~hat they really are and what we really need. Then n~ ,,., fir,,S ·Nh'> 
and what is keeping us from getting it. We shoufd b'! l'Y.Arin3 JJf. ·Nf-irh f>"'JI,,,,, 
from our situation and who's being kept down, then d'> St'JfT1~i~ ,., cha,,. 
that. lt's not enough to dream and think our dreams wil1 COffi'! ,~ j~ nH.'df~ 
we want them to. The first step is to have the dream. The n4!'ltt tt> .Mir t~ 
questions that will get the answers as to how to attain the dream. } .nd fín.alíy Nfl! 
need to find ways to take the actions that will change the condití,,,n that keeping us down. 

Chain letters and their ilk are individual solutions to larger social ar,d prJitícat 
problems. They solve nothing. Only when people join together to chan~ 
oppressive institutions which hold us down will we be able to regaín our fuit 
sense of our own power. We have the ability to improve our lives. t.ers ~n breaking the chains. 

7Ji. ,.l!.~t,;,,. "ttiv/11 - (/,,,.., 11 

-----·· • (t:Jo '1/ou Know eno11.9la ?) 
S1s.oo Plus $2.00 postage & handling 

Alow 
a.va.ila:6 le btom: 

~Mi ssouri residents 

,e lp.J'e tvlce • .!lnc. 
POS 63362 
St º Loui s, MO 63163 

add 6.1% sales tax c:ll 



Heteropatriarchal Semantics: 
Jusi J\w Kinds of People in the World* 

Julia Penelope 

lntroduction 

After struggling for most of this year with an essay l'm cal I i ng ''The H igh Cost 
of F-emininity," (my own effort to deal with the issue of "Lesbian femininity''), 1 
read the responses by Paula Mariedaughter and Mary Crane {in Lesbian Ethics 
2:1) to Linda Strega's essay, "The Big Sell-Out: lesbian Femininity'' (lesbian Ethics 
1:3), with increasing dismay. 1 couldn't imagine why any Lesbian would defend 
"femmeness," as Mariedaughter did, or attack "butches" as Crane did. 

1 don't understand why Lesbians feel so comfortable, so "right'' wíth 
themselves, when they justify Lesbian "femininity" or attack Lesbian 
"masculinity.' 1 have trouble listening to Lesbians who use· these words as 
though they are meaningful in a Lesbian context, because both femininity and 
masculinity are heteropatriarchal (HP) terms that set limits on what is 
"acceptable," "permissable" appearance and behavior for fema les, Lesbia ns 
included. Heteropatriarchal semantics (HS) equates femininity with femaleness 
and masculinity with maleness, as though behaviors and personality traits were 
determined by biological sex. On the basis of that equation, HP values 
femininity in females and masculinity in males. Only feminine fema/es are 
considered "good" in HP. 

At the same time what is labeled "masculinity'' is held up to us as the ideal of 
what it means to be "human," so the female who embraces the femininity 

• l'm grateful to Jeanette Silveira for creating a journal where this discussion can take 
place, to Linda Strega and Bev Jofor their support, encouragement, and critical 
comments on an early version of this essay, and for on-going analysis, to Sorca O'Connor 
and Catheryn Edwards for a stimulating luncheon debate that clarified for me what I was 
trying to say, and to Sarah Valentine for reading and re-reading this essay during each 
phase of its development. 
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forced on her by HP is, by definition, less than "human;' sub-humatt. Fffl,;n;nity 
is made to seem attractive because females who act '1ikl! a marl' are d4!vianf, 
and, therefore, "bad :' There's no way for a female to live by th4! ruf4!S ol HP a,,d 
be considered "good:' Lesbians who are committed to petSt>naf and Sl)Cíaf 
change must not only rid ourselves of the HS dichotomy, but the HP m~ 
that values femininity as a female attribute. 

The real issue, it seems to me, as opposed to the areal way ít's ~lly fr.1m'!d, 
is: what does it mean to be a Lesbian in a lesbian context? That di~~ m~ 
begin, 1 think, by identifying how Lesbians differ from everyone efSI? and 
acknowledging that our oppression is based on that difference. Justas 81adrs 
begin to establish their identity as distinct from their white oppressors, as~~ 
Americans identify themselves in opposition to the white men who seek to 
eradicate them, so Lesbians must make our difference the focus of our íder.títy; 
it is, after ali, the reason wére outcasts. We cannot ignore the heteropatriaid,y 
or its values anymore than we can pretend that we weren't born ínto, raised. 
and live in HP, and the fact that many of our ideas and assumptions are 
heteropatriarchal in origin. 

These facts form the crux of the debate between Strega and Crane and Streg¡¡ 
and Mariedaughter. The issue in a Lesbian context has two parts: Which values. 
assumptions, and attitudes are heteropatriarchal, and which are Lesbianl We 
arguing in order to define Lesbian identity: What does it mean to be a Lesbian, 
live as a Lesbian, think as a Lesbian, in a Lesbian contextl so we have to begin 
by identifying our difference from heterosexuals and making our deviance the 
core of ou r identity. Then, because we each have different expeFiences and 
backgrounds, we have to name and acknowledge the HP assumptions and 
values we bring with us into .a Lesbian context. We must do this befare we can 
begin to struggle to rid ourselves of the HP elements that divide us from one 
another. We have to own those attitudes of HP we still possess befare we can 
unlearn them. White Lesbians unlearning our internalized racism is a good 
example of this process; ageism is another. Linda Strega has named and 
acknowledged Lesbian femininity asan aspect of HP she's struggling to unleam, 
and she has shared her own process and insights with other Lesbians_ 

1, for one, don't believe that femininity can be positively valued in a Lesbian 
context, and I hope to persuade other Lesbians that Linda Strega's analysis is 
essentially accurate in the pages that follow. 

ldentifying the Problem 

As I pondered Mariedaughter's and Crane's responses, l realized that both 
Lesbians had . read and interpreted Strega's analysis as though they had 
understood whaJ she was saying. Crane, offended by Strega's use of butch to 
refer to a Lesbian with a developed political consciousness, hastened to remind 
us that there are misogynistic butches, neglecting to acknowledge that Lesbian 
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femininity is a type of misogyny, while Mariedaughter's defense of her 

"fumininity" fgno~ Strega's analysis of the privilege feminine Lesbians galn 

because th~lre "more normal" than nonfeminine lesbians. In her own way, 

each Leosbian placed herself outside the conceptual framework in which Strega 

was writing. Apparently, they could not, did not, hear what she was trying to say. 

lt's time that someone said this, and it's going to be me. lesbia ns are divided 

from each other by the descriptions of "the world" we accept as val id and 

aC'CUrate. Many of our differences can be traced to the degree of our belief in 

the version of reality HP presents to us. Sorne Lesbians believe that the HP 

description of reality is essentially accurate, while others believe that it's utterly 

false. Some Lesbians accept portions of HP reality that other Lesbians have 

rejeeted. Our commitment to the assumptions of HP is reflected in the ways we 

use English. 
Our experience with acquiring a first language deceives us into believing that 

there is a single reality, the one encoded and described to us by that language. 

Many U.S. Lesbians learned English as our first language and, with it, the U.S. 

version of reality. English, like any language, describes the version of reality 

preferred by the majority of speakers in a society, and forces us to accept the 

reality agreed upon by those speakers. The United States is a heteropatriarchal 

society, a culture that assumes that heterosexuality is "natural;' that male 

dominance is "natural," and that female subordination is "natural;' and English 

provides its speakers with ways of expressing these assumptions as though they 

were incontrovertible facts. The words masculine and feminine exist only 

because they express concepts essential to the maintenance of HP reality. But 

the existence and continual use of these words doesn't mean that they denote 

"real" or actual things. 
The English language is a grid, a conceptual frame, that a society imposes on 

the experience and perceptions of its speakers. There are ways of getting 

around that grid, ways of expressing values and perceptions not validated by the 

culture, but that takes work and thought that most people are unwilling to 

invest in talking and writing. As long as a Lesbian uses words sanctioned, 

supported, and accepted by heteropatriarchal (HP) culture, she risks being 

understood and interpreted within the limits of the reality described by English. 

To imagine that we can use English and totally avoid its HP assumptions is a 

delusion that's especially dangerous for Lesbians. 
Lesbian speakers have a "semantic problem;' but it isn't one of our own 

creation. lt was imposed on us when we learned to thínk and talk in English. (1 

dorft think dialect makes a difference here.) l'm aware that lots of disfunctional 

comm~nication in_t~e HP is swept ~nder the rug with comments like "lt's just a 

semant1c_ problem, lt's only a questron of semantics;' or "Don't play semantic 

games wrth me," as though semantics were irrelevant, oran excuse to muddy 

!he waters that someone else thinks are "clear;' 1 want to say that semantics ¡5 

•mportant. We cannot adoptas workable the HP assertion that semantics is 
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trivial, and we cannot continue to ignore the wa~ that s-!fflantkt ffl.:tbf~ rniscommunication among Lesbians. This semantíc probl~ st'!ffl~ from th~ version of reality we accept. We get into trouble when we ~m-. tha( ~,.~ the same words means wére talking about the same thin~. That is, 1 think what has occurred in the pages of Lesb;an Ethícs. Mariedaughter's and Cranés responses to Strega's analysis are (mm h~ use of the words butch and femme. Strega tells me she uses t~ r,i,o tttm~ because they are a part of Lesbian tradition, because they already hav-! m'!ani~ among Lesbians. But those two words carry with them a lot of semanfsc that distorts and confuses Strega's analysis. What the terms have meant ín th~ past, and the way Lesbians like Paula Mariedaughter and Mary Crane contín~ to use them, isn't the way Strega is trying to use them. Their use of the sam4! words makes it seem as though they're talking about the same aspects of Lesbian living, but they're not. Strega is trying to talk outside the HP vff5ion ot reality described by the semantics of English, Mariedaughter is tryíng to 8M? femininity a positive value that contradicts its value within the heteropatriarchv and Crane devalues both positions and rejects Strega's equation of butch wrtt,·; higher Lesbian consciousness. 
In order to understand the sources of this confusion and, 1 hope, work through it, 1 think we need to begin with its sources in the heteropatriarchaJ semantics (HS) of English. Once I realized this, 1 sat down to do the sernantic analysis l've been avoiding doing for a long time. "Someone: l'd think to myseff. "should do this:' (1 cleverly avoided imagining who that "someone- might be.) These recent publications, with a push from Bev Jo, have forced me to examine our inability to communicate to each other our feelings about butch, femme, masculinity, femininity, and to attempt an explanation. 

Heteropatriarchal Semantics 
Diagram 1 presents the basic semantic dichotomy of HP and its logical structure. lt represents an important piece of the semantic system called "consensus reality;' known to sorne Lesbians as Heteropatriarchal ldeology. "Consensus reality'' is a bit of jargon that means Hreality is what a majority of people want to believe it is:' The diagram is a way of visualizing how this portion of semantic "space'' is stored in long-term memory, a picture of the grid heteropatriarchy imposes on our experiences. , 1'11 talk through my visual representation in Diagram 1, explaining the levels and categories as I g~ (l".e substituted words at each leve! far semantic features.) The semantic grid of Diagram 1 represents the HP version of what •being human" means. The essential dichotomy that gives this grid its meaning is based on the much-touted sexual dimorphism of "our" species. That is, homo sapiens [sic!] is described as having two sexes which differ from each other in primary and secondary sexual characteristics. But this is only a partial description of the 
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wortd • throuah our senses. For example, the existence of 
ecposes tht fnadequacy of the grfd as a description of the 

WOl'td, whltelheWONI ~rodlte, a compound (hermes [ + male) and 
(-male)) based on the dichotomy, lsn't much more than a clumsy 

attempt IO ptieSeNt the HP semantfc structure In spite of contradicting 
WhM M have here is a descriptlon of reality that isn't accurate, one 

lhlt tries to .-count for aspects of reality not covered by its dichotomy by 
simp1y the dichotomy ltself. 

Setul1 diHeorphism fs the foundation of HP semantics, politics, and 
penona1ity. flrsonalfly, attordlng to HP, is based on biological sex. Biology 
dttemllnes behlvfor, mannertsms, appearance, emotional style, and how one 
lhinb. Thls is a monocausal ldeology. Sexual dimorphism is the reproductive 
stwateofor nurnerous spedes, but it's neither necessary nor inevitable, nor is it 

FEATURE 
IEVEI. CATEOORY + MALE - MALE 

1 BIOlOGICAL Male Female 

11 FUNCTIONAL Man Woman 
(Breeders) Father Mother 

111 BEHAVIORAL Real Man Real Woman 
Masculine Feminine 
Manly Womanly 

Womanish Mannish 

Diagram 1. Heteropatriarchal Semantics 

biologially superior to other reproductive methods as is commonly believed. 
Many species in addition to our own are now known to reproduce 
parthenoJenetically (lizard~ ffsh; seagulls, and some plants). Only humans 
seern to be obsessed with thelr reprodudive capacity, as though they'd invented 
and perfected it. Contra,y to popular thinking, it's not at all obvious that 
biological sex or ,eproductlve potendal should be the basis ·of personality. One 
might just as well posit heipt, weight; or the position of constellations with 
,espect to the earth aUhe dme ofo~s blrth, as astrology does, as the source of 
personaJity. (Conventional Incorporales sexual dimorphism in its 
descriptions d pe,son,lity types.) 

Heterosexuality doesn't app,,, óvertfy·ln Diagram 1 because it's integral to 
the HP descrfption of the_wo.,ld ... The~. , . ·. e of HP assumes that heterosexuality 
llf<lellll'lly follows from -~ di lsm. In common terms, this assumption 

' .-3~ -· "[ -~'1; 
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tt usually a11,-1d as "'The Stick-in-the-Hole Theory <Á B~havk,f" o r, "Fur.cti0"" follOW9 l'otlHft;1J Men have pricks, women have vaginas; 2) prk lts P-..<íst to~ IIUCk lft\...,,.. •. The possession of genítalia of a Sp,?Cific 1'índ is ~ li~,C?d to nec...atata ltl·U .... In a specific way. Thís prímít íve a~tJmptíoo í~ rl'!'!?fy ln.,.lnedr.ll'l'tarely explicitly stated, but one student saíd, "'H~'!r~.1u;il1t-1 f~ !s,. natural tO """4When I asked her what she meant b-¡ "'n~ural; she r~v.,r¿~, -at's I asked her what heterosexualrty was n'!<:~-s-1r¡ fr.,t', sr~ answeradt-•Nproductlon:' Many Lesbians as well as heterose-.1uafs tau?,t .o belleve· thts.,pacious loglc, but Lesbia ns are íts victíms. That wfiích is ass.ur.-:~ . pñmary, ,·at,chftnpllclt is difficult to get at. The fact that we are ric.t h~err~ua, we haye-~ ed as our defining characteristic. Heterosexuality is so hari:! : rA" lesblans tOB:tuestlon because our outcast status depends on it . Heterolexuallty and its ,.naturalness• cannot be questíoned. Th~ í¿eas a~t •open to,q a.-.tlon: like yours or mine, and aren't supposed to be c.~ !!er-~~- f! you dout>Gtht-,. put a bumpersticker on your car Cor bike o r skateboar¿; e-ar says, "lf.-Abifrtlon Is a Crime, Fucking Should Be a Felony." A fema!e's r.g.i.:t :e termlnate \a.Ítiregnancy is open to question; the "necessity"' of h~erose:xual coltus (fucldlij)1lsn't. Other cultures deal with sexual dimorphism ¿¡-f.erer.t.&..r. and thlSelit= ed In their _languages. _ l am concerned here _only _with t.'":e culture·_lnj_i .. . . ·In the contmenta! Unat~ ~tates. Sorne Lesb,ans, in an ef:ort to deny ttif!1'p~ they get for bemg femmine, get into "cultural re!ativit't, ar.d how thlS"·o ,lt~ at'behavlor or mode of dress differs from one culture to anctl;er 
(as in.~ · . . -·. ~fi.Ci9nnectio~ 9, #1, July/August 1986, p. 1_7). l'm not talkir.g ab0t..~ saris o r us or the kalts worn by men of the Scott,sh clans. Sexualti· ., rphlsm underlies HP semantics, along with its corollary 

:~rosexuality. Dividing a species into male and female is oniy 
.raccepts the idea that biological sex is a significant feature, o r.e 

:hat that distinction would result in semantic features like 
fEMALE. But this isn't the case in English. lnstead. se."(ual 
:óded as + MALE and - MALE. That females are - MALE in t! 
.re of English might not be immediately apparent to my read 

:;,111ale sex is regarded as the norm, the standard, the femate 
n-male (#other'1. The set of terms for occupations is a famili maleness is assumed unless the label is explicitly modiñed by ns addressed as doctor, lawyer, artist author. engineer, 
mayor, jockey, etc. are assumed to be male unless a special Is used, e.g., woman doctor, lady la,-vyer, authoress. or 

,t rue of all prestige occupations. The occupational labets 1berently female, which require overt modification jf the pe 
prestige, low pay occupations: secretary, prostitute, nurse. ilds one of these occupations, he is called a "male secretary,'" 

~91' •male nurse:' Assuming that the male sex is normal and th 
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~le -sec deYiant 11so underlies the use of pseudo-generic man, men being 
"the rnMsure of all thinss~ and of the pronoun he as though it encompassed 
fMlltes In ti reference.1 In English, all "persons" are assumed to be male unless 
othelwise specified. 

leftrnost, vertical portion of Oiagram 1 divides HP semantic "space" into 
three discrete leYels: BIOLOGICAL, FUNCTIONAL, and BEHAVIORAL. 1 chose 
this particular order because the interna! logic of HS posits an entailment 
relation between each level: Given that one is (usually) born either MALE or 
FEMALE (fema/e, from the French feme/le, was re-etymologized in the 14th 
century to malee it look as though it was derived from ma/e), it follows from this 
biological trait that one is either MAN or WOMAN in FUNCTION (FATHER or 
MOTHER). This entailment is expressed, for example, in the following quote 
from a TV news story on infertility: "lf you're not fertile, you're not macho, 
you're nota real man." From this functional description, it follows that one's 
BEHAVIOR will necessarily be culturally appropriate to one's FUNCTION and 
BIOLOGY, MASCULINE or FEMININE. lf one happens to be born female, as 
many are, then one is also necessarily a woman and, being a woman in this HP 
culture, one is also necessarily "feminine" and "womanly:' This entailment 
relation makes the two words synonymous in English, as when "being feminine'' 
is used as though it meant "being a woman:' This relationship among the three 
levels is also the reason Linda Strega is essentially right in her analysis. The 
meaning of being a female in the U.S. is being feminine. A female who is 
nonfeminine is an unacceptable contradiction in HP terms. Strega understands 
the structure of HS and its purposes. 

Most heterosexuals, and Lesbians as well, accept as "fact'' the description of 
reality forced by English semantics. They assume that the descriptive limits of 
English are, in fact, the limits of reality. One is or is not a man, men are the 
standard of comparison. This assumption is expressed in a current television 
advertisement for a magazine aimed ata female audience, Sawy: "lf a woman 
wants to succeed in business, does she have to act like a man? You can allow 
Yourself to be a woman.# lt's also the reason sorne Lesbia ns are repeatedly 
addressed as "sir" by heterosexuals. When we present ourselves at restaurants, 
gas stations, post offices, and other public places, whoever is dealing with us 
scans us for what they consider Hrelevant features": size, weight, height, body 
posture, clothing, and length of hair. This information gives them a composite 
sex ~nalysis, and, since they have only two categories, + MALE and - MALE, 
Lesb1ans w~o fit the + MALE composite are going to be addressed as "sir:' They 
don't perce1ve us. They're matching bodies against conceptual maps. An early 
rockª"? roll song expressed this operating assumption: "Just two kinds of 
people in the world: Likewise, Lesbians who describe another as "like a man" 
"maS<;uline,W or "ma~nish" validate HP reality, and prioritize HP values by ' 
negatmg other Lesb1ans. 
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At the BEHAVIORAL level (111), l've placed the most commonly-01-.d adjectives that describe the behaviors attributed to each S'-IC, Th4! ~if',cance of the + MALE/ - MALE dichotomy and the rigídity wíth which HP m~ m~ nfain it is explicit in Diagram 1 in two ways. First, Yve ínclud'!d iYJth "'r'!al marf and ,.real woman:' which presuppose "unreal" men and wom'!n, i~., "'q~:' possibilities. This is one of the ways wére semantícally víabfe, a presupposition that reinforces heterosexual superíoríty. In u~, br)th expressions assume the accuracy of the logical entailments aman~ t.e-14!fs 1, 11. and 111. lf one is female, then one must be a heterosexual and a bree&!r, af'ld behave in appropriate, "feminine'' ways. lf she doesrft, if she fails to symb>lícaily enact (and validate) the logical entailments of Level II or III in some way, isn't a "real woman:' She's "something else" because she's contradidir.g thf? !04Jic of the HP semantic system. What she is is a Lesbian who defied ~ery effort to turn her into a fembot! Strega would call this Lesbiana "butch;" erroneously. l believe, although many Lesbians who did resist feminization have called ourselves "butches" in the past. 
Second, the importance attached to these semantic features is exposed the final pair of terms, WOMANISH/MANNISH. The usage of both words si~ a feature negation (or "violation") within the system. A man who is described as "womanish" is behaving in sorne way thought to be like a woman. He may c:y when he's angry, frustrated, confused, or grieving, he may cross his fegs at the knee; he may bend from the waist to pick something up off the ground. Whatever it ·is, he is behaving "inappropriately" according to HS. Likewise. a woman described as "mannish" has negated the feature dichotomy by •crossing the line:' She may be aggressive, stoic, or withdrawn; she may wear her ~.air "too" short; she may be "too" tall, or weigh "too much"; she may take targe steps instead of small ones. Whatever the specific behavior interpreted as a negation of her category, the attribute of "mannish" is intended by the user to be both an insult and a warning: don't go "too far," or you're "out:' Semantic violation becomes semantic exclusion; semantic exclusion becomes social excfusion. H P semantic space is so well-maintained that the attempts of some feminists in the past decade to introduce "androgyny'' or "gynandry; were bound to faiL First, both terms validate the psychological dichotomy MASCULlNE/FEi\\lNINE they're intended to replace. lf two distinct kinds of behavior didn't exist one reserved for the male, the other for the female, then there would be nothing to combine. Without the pre•existing distinction, no fusion would be neces.sary or possible. Second, gynandry (or androgyny), as proposed by such feminists, was operational only at level lll, the Behavioral. They were talking only about personality traits, habits of behavior, as described by HS. Their substitution ~id not disturb or challenge the entailment conditions between the levels, and 1t certainly left the foundation, sexual dimorphism, untouched. Finally, trying to promote change "within the system" would work only if they started at level 1 and infiltrated Level 111 by establishing entailment conditions between the levels. 

--
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But this strategy, too, is blocked by the adjective pair, WOMANISH/MANNISH. 

The derogation conveyed by those terms interrupts attempts to blur the 

distinction carried by MASCULINE/FEMININE. 

In •tesbian Separatism: The linguistic and Social S~urces of Separatist 

~litics,112 l fisted definitions from the Random House Dictionary of the words 

"()manly, mannish and man/y, feminine and masculine, then described and 

analyzed how the ,iery existence of such terms could only be explained by the 

cultural values they denote and perpetuate. Words become obsolete on ly when 

the speakers of a language no longer want to talk about the ideas or objects the 

words describe. lesbians weren't listening in 1974 when I read the paper. 

tesbians weren't fistening when it was published in 1978. 1'11 repeat myself, and 

ask you to READ the foflowing definitions and THEN tell me it's OK to be 

'"feminine." 1 hope that reading these dictionary definitions and my analysis of 

their cultural significance will prompt other Lesbians to realize that we cannot, 

like Humpty Dumpty in A/ice in Wonderland, 3 continue to believe that words 

mean what we want them to mean. Words exist and are created because they 

serve the values and attitudes central to a culture. When they cease to be 

useful, they become obsolete. Every time a Lesbian uses a word that carries HP 

assumptions, she is prolonging its existence because she believes in its 

usefulness. As one could predict, the "real meaning" of each word is revealed in 

the definition of its opposite. 

\\Olllanly - like or befitting a woman; feminine; not masculine or girlish. 

Womanly implies resemblance in appropriate, fitting ways; womanly decorum, 

modesty. 

manly - having the qualities usually considered desirable in a man; strong, 

brave; honorable; resolute; virile. Man/y implies possession of the most 

valuable or desirable qualities a man can have, as dignity, honesty, directness, 

etc., in opposition to servility, insincerity, underhandedness, etc. it also 

connotes strength, courage, and fortitude; ... 

feminine - pe,taining to a woman or girl: feminine beauty, feminine dress. 

Like a woman; weak; gentle. 

mssculine - having the qualities or characteristics of a man; manly; vi rile; 

strong; bold; a deep, masculine voice. Pertaining to or characteristic of a man 

or men: masculine attire. 

mannish - applies to that which resembles man: . . . Applied to a woman, the 

term is derogatory, suggesting the aberrant possession of masculine 

charaderistics [my emphasis]. 

You'II notice that the qualities listed under man/y and masculine are the 

"good" things an individual might wish to be: strong, brave, determined, honest, 
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dignifled, etc. Notice that nota single one of many negatíve qualities commonfy 
attributed to maleness are listed here. What happened to qualiti4!s lílce 
aggressive, violent, narrow-minded, self-centered, defensiv'!, ~ly threatened, 
domineering, penis-obsessed, intrusive, predatory, ímmature, ~-
energy-sucking, or territorial, egotistical, and war-mongeríngl eh?~. do 
you suppose, one might find those qualities of masculinítym 

In contrast, the adjectives womanly and feminine are not really defined! 
Please read them. don't assume that you know what yoclre going to find then!. 
Look closely at the long list of characterístics in the definition for manly 
compared to the circularity of the pseudo-definition for womanly, ~ike or 
befitting a woman:' That's NOTA DEFINITION!!! The real definition f« 
womanly is implied as "oppositions" to "manly qualities"'; "'servility, insíncerity. 
underhandedness, etc:' Under feminine, we píck up two more adjectives. Wll!alr 
and gentle, and that's it! Positive attributes commonly associated with fem~ 
such as nurturing, kind, and loving, have been omitted, exactly the '1eminin~ 
traits that Paula Mariedaughter wants to "reclaim:' But those don't even malee it 
into the dictionaryl lt should go without saying that, as a theory of personality, 
sexual dimorphism and the adjectives that express its assumptions ignore the 
fact that anyone can be strong and gentle. These traits, and others, aren't 
mutually exclusive; it's only our acceptance of the HP description of reality thar 
makes it seem so. 

Lesbians shouldn't need to defend "femininity"' or feel as though being semte. 
kind, tender, interested in fabric and texture ora host of other personality traits 
had anything to do with being a female ora "femme:' We can be any and ali oí 
these things without subscribing to the HS dichotomy. Similarly, Lesbians can 
enjoy bicycling, playing softball, repairing cars, riding motorcycles, wortüng in 
construction, and be hostile to men without calling themselves •masculine• ora 
"butch:' Accepting those labels to describe our predilections is a trap. and it 
perpetuates HP ideology as though it belonged in a Lesbian context. 

The real clencher comes when we consider the definition for mannish. "the 
aberrant possession of masculine characteristics," as though a female who is 
honest, strong, dignified, forthright, and brave were a FREAK! Men have 
reserved the positive attributes for themselves, women are •appropriatelY- ""eak. 
gentle, insincere, servile, and underhanded, and any woman who is honest. 
forthright, dignified, brave or resolute is "aberrant," i.e., mannish. HS logic 
dictates that those born female who reject the HS dichotomy, who refuse to 
behave in feminine, "appropriate" ways, get labeled •masculine• by semantic 
default. Those who aren't visibly -MALE must be +MALE. This semantic trick 
makes it seem as though HS has described behavior accurately, but all it does is 
maintain HP consensus reality at the cost of lesbian integrity. lt's way past time 
for Lesbians to stop using HP words as though they were meaningful. Any 
Lesbian who defends femininity and compares another Lesbian to a man by 
labeling her "masculine" subscribes to HS whether she admits it or not! 
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The Ways a Lesbian Can Be 

The purpose of semantic structure is to create meaning. Without a semantic 

structure, meaning does not exist. Lesbians aren't "meaningful" in HS, so we 

have to construct a semantic system in which we become meaningful. In the 

past, we turned to the only semantic system we knew as a model, 
Heteropatriarchal Semantics (ofthe U.S.). Even in the 1950s gay community that 

1 carne out into, there was a tacit recognition that Lesbians didn't divided up 

neatly into "butch" and "femme." We had to make it up as we went along, and, 

although the resulting continuum of terms u sed the HS d ichotomy to define its 

extremes, still a range of behaviors was acknowledged and labeled. Diagram 2 

represents this behavioral continuum. 

MASCULINE FEMININE 

diesel dyke - bulldyke - dyke - butch - nelly butch - ki-ki - femme 

Oiagram 2. The Lesbian Continuum of the 1950s and '60s. 

Oiagram 2 uses sorne of the behavioral labels used among lesbians of my 

acquaintance during the 1950s and '60s to illustrate how we expressed our 
perceptions of the continuum, and most of these terms are still in use among 
lesbians today. We constructed a semantics in order to "make sense" of 
ourselves in HS terms, which ignored our existence. Even though it was ou r 
denial of the entailment relation between the BIOLOGICAL and FUNCTIONAL 

levels of HS (Oiagram 1) that defined us as "Lesbians;' we still accepted as given 

the validity of sex-specific BEHAVIORS as defined by HS and tried to "fit'' 
ourselves in somewhere. Diagram 2 represents one attempt to construct a 

coherent, intelligible semantic system for describing perceived differences 
among Lesbians. Although we recognized a range of behaviors and the 
purported distinctions were fuzzy, to say the least, we were still bound by the 
basic dichotomy of HS asan explanation of personality. We used the most 
general terms, butch and femme, as though they were meaningful to us. We 
used them to talk about ourselves, to convey information about ourselves that 
seemed significant in our social context. 

lgnored, however, in previous and current discussions of roles among Lesbians 

is the "ki-ki:" She, along with her label, has disappeared, because our most 
recent dialogues have focussed on the extremes as though one were necessarily 

either/or. This isn't accurate historically, and it's unfair to ourselves in the 

present.• 1 point this out because the term is obsolete as nearly as I can tell. 
When th~ feminist second wave hit the Lesbian shore, ki-ki disappeared 
because 1t ceased, temporarily, to be "meaningful" among those Lesbians who 
became feminists. (Maybe it's still used among nonfeminist Lesbians.) The 
feminist analysis of heterosexual roles, male oppression, and sexism were 
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adopted by Lesb1an-feminists, applied to the roles of butch and femme, and -sex-roles" among Lesbians became "politically incorrect.:' As Joan N~e pointed out, 5 we lost a large part of our past, ídentitíes, and our rradt<11>n, such as it was. Being proud and honest about our past, h<mever, doe-sn'r m-.an íts assumptions are or should be viable in the present. 
Mariedaughter, Crane, and Strega don't mention the term fcj.fcí. 1 indu&! it in Oiagram 2 beca use it named a kind of lesbian who called h~ that. who labeled themselves "ki-ki" did so beca use they were neíther ''"outdf nM -femme:' The "role'' they adopted depended upon who the-, were bé"1 ~ual with at the time. In so doing, they affirmed the validity of the roles fo, thOW! who chose them, but refused to make such a choice themseM!S. They d'ídtft want to be "limited;' and sorne of them regarded those lesbians who ~ -¡nt0 roles" as having made abad choice. 
One could be "ki-ki" in the "old days;' (scarcely 15 years ago), when dyfce and bulldyke (bulldagger among blacks) were strictly derogatory in theír u5a9!, within and without the Lesbian sub-culture. The more blatantly •mascufin~ a Lesbian was in her looks, dress, and behavior, the more negatively~ the label applied to her, by heterosexuals and L.esbians. Calling onesetf a 1>utc.~ might correlate with one's externa! appearance, but not necessarily. 1 knew a rcx of "butches" who looked and were very "feminine," and we called them ' neUy butches:' "Butch" labeled their sexual behavior, not their appearance. One seff-labeled butch I knew was extremely feminine. Not only could she pass as het. she was, in fact, a call girl, and the mistress of a wealthy man. 
Also significantly absent from current discussion is another kind of l.esbian 1 remember well from the 1950s and 1960s: the Lesbian who didn't label herseff at al 1. There were Lesbia ns, even then, who did not call themselves "butc."r ar "femme" or "ki-ki:' They disapproved of the roles altogether. Furthermo~ they looked down on those of us who did role-play, and they said so to our faces. They may have even been a majority of the lesbian sub-culture back then. or maybe it was 50-50, or maybe role-playing lesbians were a majority. l can"t q uantify that from my remembrances. (Maybe it depended on the bars where one hung out, or whether or not one went to bars. 1 did know a few nonrole,. playing Lesbians who frequented the bars I did.) 
Along carne a female-centered political analysis, at least it claimed to be female-centered, role-playing among Lesbians was "out," and abandoning role,. identified behaviors was "in:' But - 1 know, you know, we most of us knO\V -there is still a large, very large Lesbian population who rejected feminism and its analysis from the beginning of its influence among other Lesbians. They said, essentially, 'Wére happy the way we are, we have no intention of changing, we don't want to change, and you (meaning lesbian-Feminists) aren't going to make us. Period:' This "dialogue'' in the Lesbian "community" is being carried on by only a handful of us. Vast numbers are silent either because they don't know it's happening or don't care that it's going on. 
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With the deYetopment of Lesbian self-consciousness about the political 

mNning of our lives, lhe reclamation of previously derogatory words began, 

dyl-e among them, because the word was so negatively charged for us. That this 

proces.s •emed to mo\'e toward the "masculine" end of the continuum is a 

result of the HP version of reality, nota result of anything inherent in being a 

Oyke. Given the HS dichotomy, "reclaiming" femininity is irrelevant because 

femininity is essential to HP. lf Lesbians want to deny the "naturalness" of HP 

categories and assert the positive value of our deviance, adopting femininity 

doesn't malee any sense. We're still trying to use the word dyke in positive ways, 

usually to mean "high political-consciousness." Other Lesbians say they're 

•reclaiming" femme and butch roles for themselves, ki-ki, as l've said, became 

obsolete, and we haven't yet tried to reclaim bulldagger and bulldyke. Maybe 

there're reasons for this even though we haven't articulated them. 1 think 

Mariedaughter's and crane's reactions to Strega's analysis indicate the depth and 

strength of what many Lesbians still fear: being perceived and labeled as 

•masculine: 
As f said before, 1 think using butch and femme in her essay obscured Linda 

Strega's analysis and facilitated misinterpretation. The lack of a working 

definition for the label butch and a tendency to concentrate on the externa! 

traits associated with femininity contribute to confusion. Nota one of these 

three writers defines what she's referring to when she uses the word butch. They 

seem to assume that the word doesn't need definition or clarification, as though 

its reference were perfectly clear. The same can be said of their use of the word 

femme, with the exception of Mariedaughter, who attempts a definition of it: 

A l.esbian femme is a l.esbian who tends to be interested in many of the arts, 

crafts, and other areas traditionally associated with women. Often a Lesbian 

femme is interested in 'nestbuilding' for herself and her loved ones. Many 

l.esbian femmes express an interest in fabric, color, texture, and other sorts of 

sensuous things from silky cats or dogs to handmade ba~kets. Usually a 

l.esbian femme values community and our interconnectedness. (pp. 96-7) 

lt's not at ali clear to me that the kinds of interests Paula Mariedaughter 

associates with being "femme" serve to distinguish her from any other Lesbian, 

regardless of how she may label herself. When Paula Mariedaughter offered her 

definition of a Lesbian "femme," she should have listened more closely to 

herself. First, she began by equating her "Lesbian femme'' interests with "areas 

traditionally associated with women" (my emphasisJ, an equation which betrays 

her reliance on the HP description of "realitY:' Second, when she concluded her · 

definition by qualifying her list of characteristics: "None of this is meant to 

imply no butch Lesbian has any of these interests" (p. 97), she acknowledged 

that the distinction she was trying to elaborate was meaningless. In that case, 

why bother with semantic hocuspocus that doesn't clarify anything? Any list of 



H~t~r,;,patríarch~I ~mantícs "' 

Lesbian personality traits is going to contradíct the HP dichdom¡ of 
masculine/feminine. Why not just give ít all up and acknowf~ th~ th'! 
dichotomy is meaningless in a Lesbian contextl 

Bev Jo, Linda, and I have exchanged letters about how to talk ab,),Jt w fi.-
they're trying to describe, and I urged them not to use the labi!fs butch ard 
femme. l'd do so again. As I understand it now, havíng misu~orA th'!ffl ¡,. 
the past, they're using butch and femme to refer to intemal, not ate,ttal. 
conditions of mind, of personality, the psychological strength to resist HP 
pressure to conform to its reality. Many Lesbians who resisted HP demard~ to 
conform called ourselves "butches" prior to becoming Femínists, but a t,x of 
#femmes" resisted, too. In fact, back in the 1950s I was attracted m05dy to -..ha 
we called "butchy femmes" because they were independent, strong-mir.ded. 
and outspoken. The external signa Is, "masculine/feminine; may or may not ce,. 
exist with the personality traits Strega is describing. The polarized roles "N@IE¡fl 
all that clear in the past, they're certainly unclear and nonspecific now. and 1 doubt we'II learn much by continuing to refer to them as if they were 
meaningful. 

1 must be careful here. 1 don't want to distort or misrepresent what Strega (alld 
Bev Jo) are saying. As I understand Strega's use of the word butch. she is talkina 
about a Lesbian who didn't give in to the social pressure to leam the beha"iols 
labeled and perceived in our culture as "feminine:' The Lesbians she cails 
"fem me" d id . They learned the patterns of behavior and personality colleae.t 
together under the label "femininity:' The Lesbian context is further compli. • 
because sorne Lesbians try to live as heterosex_uals, a fact that produces Strq¡¡ts 
disti nction between never-het and ex-het Lesb1ans. In spite of sorne 
qualifications, Strega's usage of the word butch implies that a butch has n~er 
lived as a heterosexual. That Strega's usage of butch and femme is radically 
different from past usage is clear when one realizes that never-het and butch 
aren't synonymous, nor are ex-het and femme. Previous heterosexual behavior 
has never been the determining factor among Lesbians when they choose to 
label themselves "butch" or "femme:' Previous heterosexual behavior may 
influence self-labeling, but I don't think it's decisive. The issues Strega is 
addressing derive from one Lesbian's defiance of society and another Lesbiads 
acceptance of what was demanded of her. 

On the telephone a few months ago, Linda Strega made an obseNation 
regarding this difference among Lesbians that immediately struck me as a 
useful, and accurate insight. She pointed out that Lesbians she calls •butches: 
like myself, clearly remember deciding not to become feminine~ And l do 
remember resisting every effort to convert me to •femininity.'." l had to 
consciously resist or consciously give in to the persistent demands made of me 
to change my behavior. In contrast, she said, lesbians she calls '"femmes, .. like 
herself, do not remember consciously deciding to become feminine. Those of 
us who defied social convention remember our resistance. lt was conscious 
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actk>n. Those who went along with the social program did not do so 
consciouslyor, at least, don't remember making a conscious decision. The 
Lesbians Strega calls '"butch• may or may not have adopted and acted out the 
butch •rote• as we understand it. likewise for the "femmes." The Lesbians who 
resist feminization don't "become masculine"I They don't change at all. Because 
these Lesbians refuse to change themselves in order to fit into H P society as we 
l-now it in the U.S., we are considered to be the "queerest of the queer;' by 
heterosexuals and by feminized Lesbians. We never made the effort to become 
ieminine: nor did we look around, check out our options, notice that the only 
alternative was "becoming masculine," and set out to "masculinizé' ourselves. 
Nevertheless, we are PERCEIVED by heterosexuals and feminized Lesbians as 
•masculine• because we aren't "feminine." This perception accounts for what 
Strega calls "Femme Privilege" and the fact that butches experience queer-
bashing by heterosexuals and "feminine" Lesbians more frequently than femmes 
do. Feminine Lesbians, who come closer to looking like women, are perceived 
to be •more normal" than masculine Lesbians, regardless of their politics. 

What is the Locus of Lesbian ldentity? 

Up to this point, l've left unmentioned two important variables: Political 
Consciousness and a dichotomy, Overt/Covert. How does it happen that 
Lesbians can write and read in such utterly opposed contexts? 1 think it's 
because Lesbians conceive themselves in relation to the heteropatriarchy in 
conflicting ways, and that's a matter of political consciousness. Sorne Lesbians 
think of themselves as living within the heteropatriarchy, as being not so very 
different from heterosexuals, while others conceive ourselves as being outside 
the boundaries of the heteropatriarchy, as being quite different from 
heterosexuals, and so mistrust any aspect of our thinking and behavior that apes 
or mirrors the heteropatriarchal world. Because Lesbians don't share a 
'"consensus reality," no widely-agreed-upon description of what it "means" to be 
a Lesbian in HP, our valuations of specific kinds of behavior are idiosyncratic. 
Our willingness to challenge HP descriptions varíes in terms of where we 
conceive of ourselves, as Lesbians, with respect to HP society. No Lesbian can 
ignore HP or pretend that it isn't there, although many try to; none of us can 
deny its influence in our lives or in the ways we think. To ignore HP or claim 
that somehow wf!ve "gotten past" it in our thinking is to trivialize the damage 
HP as done to usas lesbians. 1 don't think there's a "gray area" between what 
Strega was saying and the reactions of Mariedaughter and Crane had. There's no 
"middle ground" in this disagreement for compromise, even if the participants 
were willing. 

for the sake of argument, think of HP society as a circ/e. At various stages in 
her development and awareness, a Lesbian positions herself with respect to H p 
on the basis of her understanding of the meaning of her Lesbian life. Diagram J 
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Heteropatriarchal 

Core Beliefs 

• Conservative 
• Conventional 
• Humanist 
• Feminist 

---•-.:.::Ra~_.dical Feminist 

• Separatist 

Diagram 3. Lesbian Self-Consciousness as Política! ldentification. 

represents six possible Lesbian stances in her acknowledgment of HP: 
Conservative, Conventional, Humanist, Feminist, Radical Feminist, and 
Separatist. 

Each point on this continuum represents an approximate, not an absolute 
political position, and I use current terminology because I think it'II be readily 
understood by my readers. Conservative Lesbians accept HP descriptions of 
reality as accurate and all-encompassing, and they live as though the givens of 
HP were unalterable fact. Such lesbians are usually white, financially 
comfortable, and living in the suburbs of large cities. In terms of the way they 
think, they are virtually indistinguishable from their heterosexual neighbors; 
they don't think of themselves as "Lesbian; and most of their friends may be 
heterosexuals. In spite of the fact that many Conservative Lesbians have never 
lived as heterosexuals, and must, at sorne point in their lives have rejected the 



. this fact has no political significance for th _.,tial HP assu:TheV believe that the "world" is fine just as 't ern. lh~ •ne.ier-het" ~, or ~nal change is necessary o~ desirable. 1 Is. Far re them, no~, le5bians differ from ~he Cons~rvat,ves only in that th conventi<>"ly" or "leSbian~ their c,rcle of fnends may consist of lik: ~ay tall ~] Y men in addition to heterosexuals, and sorne, those w rn1nded lesbia~ gacontribute money to "gay" causes as a substitute for a t' ho can 
fford it, rnay h b h , e 1ve 

a TI,..,., may be never-het or ex- et, ut t e,r Lesbianism 
involvefflenl .. ~, 

, or • yne;s: is C()\lert. gaH rnanist Lesbians believe that "were ali human beings;' that living , -~ •15 not different from living as a heterosexual, even though theas ª l,OU!an . . h . Y are 
re that HP ¡5 oppress1ve m many ways. T e oppress,veness of HP th awa · d d' h h ey 

·nte.nrd as some kind of m,sun erstan mg, as t oug Lesbian oppressio . 
1 ,.,..... 1 d d h L b' ,,. 1 k n w,II 
end when heterosexua s un erstan t at es ,ans a~e Just i f!' them. The political awareness of Humanist lesbians may ext_end to pro-consumer, anti-war anti-nuclear struggles, they may work as volunteers far AIDS crisis lines or O ' behalf of the United Way, because they conceive of themselves as having a n stake in the outcome of political issues as HP identifies them. Like Conventional Lesbians, they may belong to any economic class. They may be ex-het or never-het, and they may be out as Lesbians or in the closet; neither aspect of their lives is politically significant to them. Their lesbianism isn't the essential factor of their identity. Humanist lesbians will agree that H P is flawed, but believe that ali we need to do is make alterations in the social structure, leaving the primary assumptions unchallenged. Feminist Lesbians have identified themselves with women's oppression, and they make women's issues the focus of their political activism. They may, for example, work on rape crisis lines, in battered women's shelters, abortion clinics, or teach women's studies. They correctly identify the fact that women are oppressed in this society, and they work actively to struggle against that oppression as they understand it. Most do not, for example, believe that rnen are the enemy, only sorne of them and they attribute their oppression as t.esb· · ' 

f 
,ans to the,r femaleness. They are committed to changing the structure O • HP to varying degrees, they question sorne of the essential values and cat~gones ofFeH~ _but heterosexuality remains for them an unchallenged given. Lesbian· 

m1mst co · ' ' d not 
Lesb" nsc,ousness is possible for the ex-het or never-het, closete or · ,ahns who call themselves Radical Feminists position themselves . s 

somew ere betwee e,,. • • 
• • f reahtY a 

HP describes. 0 ,~mm,st and Separatist Lesbians, on the hm1ts O . il womerts ,t. ?n the one hand, they identify their oppression as pnmhar y oppress,on not ·t· 11 h ther t ey 
believe th t ' spec, ica Y lesbian oppression, on t e O f the best anal~ m~\are the enemy of all women and have developed sorne -~us methods of destr; H; ~iety perpetrates itself and have proposed fjrst, they understand th ngh patnarchy.' Although they don't identify as Les lrt of et reat that lesbians pose to HP. They stop ¡ust sho 
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identifying "patriarchy" as heteropatríarchy. Because Radical Feminist l.esbians base their primary ídentity in theír Lesbíanísm, beíng out about it is important 
to them, but they may or may not have líved sorne portíon d their lives as 
heterosexuals. 

Separatist Lesbia ns conceive of ourselves as living OUbide HP sociely. 
Accepti ng the H P description of Lesbíans as outcasts, we chosen to sta,1et 
in an antagonistic position to the HP, and it's Separatists who ídentífy 
themselves as Lesbia ns first and last. Whether never-het or ex--het, Separacísts put thei r Lesbian selves fi rst politically. The essential íngredient d Separatist 
politics is a rejection of everything vital to the structure oí HP, which requires that ali assumptions be challenged and examined. Whereas Humanist or 
Feminist Lesbians believe that behaviors and attitudescan be justified by 
appealing to the way they feel, Separatists (and Radical Feminí5l5) want to ""'-" where these "feelings" originate. Wére not interested in stopping our analysis 
with how we feel, because appealing to feelings is one way oí resísting chanae, 
lf wére going to change ourselves and unleam HP's versions oí real~ then wére committed to examining our feelings and finding out wta, we them. 

Strega, who identifies herself as both femme and a Separatist disappn:Nes al 
her feminine behaviors, is actively struggling to unleam them, and 
acknowledges the heterosexual rewards that femininity guarantees her. She 
accurately says that femme behaviors are more highly-Yalued by_the 
heteropatriarchy in females, because that's how HS deñnes reaJity. Rejecting tbe HP's positive valuation of female = feminine, Strega's analysis places her 
outside of HP descriptions of reality. The difference between "butches-' and 
"femmes" in Strega's usage lies in whether or not the L.esbian decided to 
conform or rebel against social structures. Shés talking about Lesbian 
conformists and nonconformists, the positive value we're taught to attach to 
conformity, and the negative value we attach to our awn deviance. By 
"claiming:' "owning:' the label femme, Strega is attempting to be responsible to 
other Lesbians for her "feminine" (heterosexual) behavio~ She believes that 
these behaviors are oppressive, to herself and other Lesbians. and. by naming 
herself, she means to say, "I behave in these ways, and I don't approve of these, 
behaviors for myself, but l'm not always aware of them. They are habits rm 
trying to break;' ,, • . • But Mariedaughter doesn't agree. When she speaks of herself as fe":1":'e, •t 
with pride, and she objects to the negative value Strega assigns to femmm~ 
because she wants to value "female behaviors" positively. (The sam~ ::JLesb. 
said for Laura Rose OancingFire's description of herself in Common 1 

• ' · themselves remam Uves 14, which Mariedaughter quotes.) The cate~ories been challenged. undisturbed in all this. Heteropatriarchal seman~ics ;:s ; 0
\daughter and 

only its valuation of the behaviors is ~eing question eihe:,r~ecause female = 
Dancingfire want to ignore the valuat1on of HS alt~g ·n HS, and affirm the 
feminlne is valued less highly than male = mascu ine 

1 



th.w ,..,•rcrlve as ,.ft1mlnlne," However . 
h :i t~hJ\I()~ • , ,.,- 1 

' lt s 4 

p<>>lt1\;t1 ,a1lut' of r '~" ,r onP au.Ppl! tfS JS 81Yen Jnd Jccuratc. RC'Vrrs,n 
re\\ r,al th411 ,,~>tk) f>nl) 11\, "º'"''5 acC"(>r>tlng the ldta that blofogy expt~, R th~ 

of fpnw11n , { h ª ns 
HP-. ,atua11on ltlng t.>«1h,\ioral die otomy. She Is afflrminH hN ,1 h 
f",..,on,th1} .an,i th'' !r;11

1
\1' \\ltthout c()nsuru or dlsapproval from oth<'r , -·h8 1 r,, 

h,-,t , n tNtiin1nt "'' , • d S Ll"> ,a,, s 
'". 1aH I 

L..J -,, M~r1t'd,wghttr an treiga stttms from the u~e o( th 
Th ,tusmn "n"'.: d 1 

" ' or ' tl1 "en. dllttH'"' int<'nttons dn v.i u<-,. Nor only w,11 they not 
~ITl~ \\{)fll~ \\,1 • , M I d h , 

1 mo11 oround for agr('('ment, .u e aug ter won t understand why 
tu,, il rl'm O • d 'b--"' d ¡ bl 

h 'h 't ,~,~ •r,ghr to her ,s tSCrr 1."U as un es ra e by StregJ. The 
~omd ing " f • d lf Id 
• , ...... (fin th('fn 1$ ont o con~cIovsnt_-s¡ an se - entlflcat,on. 
d1ft('('(""((' llt'lt'\' bel' th s 1 #h 

MM} (r~níl ~,a,~ that she do,~ not leYC at. trtaga s eavy defense of 

h ,. "¡usufiable • c1nd shP subsl,lntlale~ her d1Sc1greement by saying rh,u 
buh. <~ 1> ' h 
butt hrs ~re misog}1nI~1lc íoo often, butc es afl' not practlclng b~tchin~~s our 

01 
detp longing to frNJ themselv~ from p¡uria~hy, but to jo,n up ,n sorne 

.. 1 ,.Av "''h whil they perce1ve to tx, the wlnn,ng slde ... butches are not 
nl}~tllu Y'H¡ 

, 

intert.':'-rtd 1n ()Vl'rcoming corrupt mascullne powef (pp. 102-3). f don t 

d ~r.1nd ~hat (rane means when she uses the word "mystical; and I won't 
un t> , • f h h , 

l:1tr Whdl is rlear Is Ct.ines equa1ton o w at s e perce1ves as 
~V• h • f 1 
• ,~ulme" behav10, 1n "butch~" w1th t e possess,on o "corrupt mascu me 

~, er~nt> rttally bellt.>\le thJt a l.t'sblan can hc1ve rhe same kind of 

()O\\.(lt f'X~rc,st'd by menl Sincc "masculin1tf in a female Is despised in HP, as 

tt,e derogarorv label mJnmsh lndrc41tes, how can Crane Ignore the fact that 

·reminin,r( ,~ one way (pmales galn access to privilege in HP? She neglects to 

'1Ünowltidge thdt w c.llled •femmes" can be and are just as mlsogynist as role-

playms butches, and she utterly misses Strega's pofnt. Feminlne power is 

corrupt, loo and 5ome t.esbians use their "femlninitf as a way of denying the,r 

dt\1ancff ~in, "butches" •re slngled out and dumped on, as though 
tt'mrnrn,ty ~" beyond qu~tlon or challenge. Crane identifies her political 

a~.1ren~ ,s Ftm1n1st when she rejects the HS dichotomy of 
M,"SCUUNUfEMININE, but sht rejects Srrega's use of butch as labeling a 

·h,gher polihcal conscrousness" by asslgnlng to butch the meaning given to it in 

01,gr¡m l This tnterp~.ition ,nables her to polnt out the "mlsogyny-4' of 
Con\t-ntlonal and Human,st "butches" and Ignore what Strega is saying about 

the hete~x1sm of lesbian feminin,ty and the continued oppression of 
nonfem1nine Lesb1.ins w1th1n the Lesblan community. 

Toward a Lesbían-Centered Semantics 

1 v.y I read the rtSf)Onses by Miiriedaughter and Crane w,th Hincreasing 

dism~y" beou~ 1 gradu~lly re.il,zed thal communication .imong these three 

Lesb,.ans (and others of us) had not occurred, and was unlikely to occur as lon1 

as Yt"e rem,in w,thm the boundaries of HS. Lesblans need some othrr 

to t~lk to each other, But we haven't yet begun to work out our problems 



, 1i~h l.1n~us1ge •. lhe \~\Ues addrn\t-<l by llnd.a 
"ith ttn1 l.:• ~\ aw.aro Lt•'lbldns mu~t und,t1t•nd tt t f St,"8' i1re 1rr,put~nt 
J"'1 pohll< ".:.-v\or t1mong Lt~b1.tns. lf anything, t~: ,~m1n1ruty c~nn(>t hf! a 
b~r..1hlti I~ 1 h<t fdcl thclt L('\bl11ns don't h.iv, ¡ ,.co pon\e\ to lul<b St,~ \ "' ~""º~e l • ns.ens.u, 't•l1ty" and .,.or e 0 .,,, ruc.t ., Lt-s,11.in consen!tu\ Is mt.•t with arg irry 
.1,tc,-.np\ to WhY llrt' LP\bia1ns so quick to r~1 t , ~L umrnts f,nh,on{>Cf ov1 -: \ IP ,~.,II\Y • \ ~~,,¡n ¡nalY\•~ and dt~h.-nd ( ., >rlt-~f Why have so m;any lt-\blans r~i\t(\d what th d 1 ~1Pcater,t ,, 1 • 1 eri~H·yc.¡lf 

b e onfot m\ty" or po 1Uc.i corrcctnl"'\~" wh,le thil"V de{ d , '1!.·~ 13n d h' , , t.An contorm,t-t ti) tiP '- at~gt,rt~~f Whttrt? oes t is reversc1I ong1nate .and who d~ ,t Y.>r-.el 
l~b~-"'"' 1 don't think s~. 

1 ht' dlvNs,ty of b~h'1v1ors observable clmong le\bi.an!I ha~n't ch,1ngl'd, hut, fm 
Lp,.,.bt.ins who c-oncelve of ourwlves as living outs,de of <Jr on th~ bound.n~ 01 .. iP our Jttitudes towa1rd and the valu~ we attach to th~ heh~-v,or\ hav~ 
\¡ •'dcrgone ,mportant changes. lt's the changts tn Lesb1,1n v¡lu~ ¡nd an,tud~ 
thJt Und,1 ~\reg.i documenh. In fact, ~he ¡_, proposlng an lmport.inr, ~nd r.1d,c.3l, 
'-h.ln~t• \n the w.iy Wf!' value our behav1oral d1fferences. As far u I c.1n ,,n, we 
h.1v~ four opt1ons: 
, 1) \.'\'t" e.in accept the Vdluation assigned to the MASCULINE/HMININl 

dichotomy by HP, a, sorne l~bians do, and continue to ,rwr-st our livt>S ...,,,th 
~hat tho~e words mean; 

ll) \Ve can reverse the valuatlon made by HP, as do those ~b,an$, t,kei P~ula 
i\'\,mc-ddughtcr, who want to --,eclaim" femlnintty as "pos1t1vt"", 

(3) \'Ve c..1n muddle along as we do now, ~met,mes ass1gning pcx,t,ve value to 
m.i~uline behavior~, sometimes to feminine behc1v1ors, 

<-1) We c..1n relect H P semantics altogether, move further outs1de the bound,m~ 
Jnd terms of HS, and start anew to construct a ~mant1c system of our own 

The flr~t three optlons are already operational among Lesb,ans. Whether onc 
valu~ m.u,cullne or feminine behaviors and looks, or ne,ther, po~1t1vely 
depends, 1 think on where she places herself along the contmuum of o,.agram 
3. Th1s "makes sense," if one accepts the logic. Many L~b,ans have con~tructed 
.1n ,dentity dependent on the terms created and validated by HS; they have an 
rnvestment In thc1t ldentity, and any analysis wh1ch challeng~ that 1dent1ty ,s 
suspect. Both Marledaughter and Crane's responses are framed ,n HS term~. 
ManPdaughter objecting to Strega's devaluation of "feminin1ty,~ Crane to her 
•defense of butches!' Strega's analysis is framed by opt1on four above, but he, 
use of the terms butch and f~mme, "familia~ from D1agram 2, mak~ 11 s<.-em to 
rec1ders that she's talking about the role-ldentity contmuum when she's actu.-11ly 
speaking outslde of it. Strega's ,1nalysis points to an altogethcr d,fferent way of 
valulng our deviance. Traditionally, it's been common to value a l~b1.in'~ ab,llty 
to conform to HP descriptlons, and to devalue deviance from HP reality. Streg.t 
1s propostng a reversa! of this valuation, that we learn to percel\e our dev1at,on. 
our abihty to resist HP categorizatlon, ln terms of the ~trenglh dnd bel,et 1n . 
oursdve~ that lt represents. In short, she's asking other Lesbians to value the 
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•sters among us, those she labels "butches," instead of trashin h res, ' d M "ed h r' 8 t ern 
1 can now retum to Cranes an ara ~ug te s reactions to Stre a' • Paula Mariedaughter responded from Opt,on 2; she wants to valu 8 s .ªna1Yll those attributes of being female ignored by the dictionary definiti: P<>s1t1Vely '-accepts the basic dichotomy of HS. Mary Crane has reversed the p"s'. ~ut sh, • 1· • • HS d • • f h osIt1ve 

valuation of "masculinity" Imp ,c,t m , an , m spite O er assertio h thinks both masculinity and femininity are deplorable, her response n t at she she still perceives allegedly "masculine" behaviors in Lesbians as bad revs·eals that beha • h HP . • ince 
there are, as far as l know, no v1ors t at semantIcs can't charact . "masculine" or "feminine," 1 wonder what kinds of behaviors in Lesbians ecriie as rane 
would approve of. 

lf my analysis of Heteropatriarchal Semantics is accurate, and if my anal . 'sed h f k • d " k ys,s of 
how Lesbians have rev, t at ramewor m or er to ma e sense'' of oursel is accurate, then emotional health, thinking well of ourselves, feeling good ves about ourselves, requires us, those like me, who wish to change, to take option 4: creating a new semantic system for conceiving of who we are. This is the hardest option of the four. lt means we have to think differently about who we are as Lesbians in a world that hates us. (With good reason: a Lesbian who laves herself exposes the arbitrariness of HP consensus reality. lf we're real, then their conceptual framework is flawed, partial at best.) For starters, l'd suggest that we toss out HP semantics along with MASCULINE and the Lesbian labels derived from HS, BUTCH/FEMME. Easy to say, hard to do. 1 don't believe we can abandon or ignore the label feminine, because so many l.esbians believe that HP descriptions of reality are valid, that "femininity'' is an inherent trait of their "womanhood;' and are advocating femininity as a viable l.esbian mode. ldeally, it should be "OK'' for a Lesbian to don a dress or blue jeans, high heels or boots, decorate herself or not, wear her hair long or short, cut her nails or grow them long, but it's not. Those aspects of behavior and appearance labeled "femininity'' in HP are dangerous for Lesbians. They're dangerous for the l.esbians who adopt them and, perhaps, more dangerous to the lesbians who defied HP authority in order to hold on to their identity. lesbians are a sub<ulture trying to hold our own within the context of a large, hostile, HP society. Whatever we "choose'' to wear, however we choose to look, those choices are likely to be interpreted within the HP semantic system by anyone who doesn't know us. lgnoring feminine behaviors in ourselves and other l.esbians will simply perpetuate the ways we oppress each other when wére acting out of the HS dichotomy, consciously or unconsciously. Somehow, we have to acknowledge the existence of HP categories and their influence in order to unlearn them, without letting that acknowledgment become validation and acceptance of them as "real:' 1 believe Strega's analysis is essentially correct: Lesbian femininity is politically ~or~p! and degrading, Lesbians perceived as "masculine'' because we aren't fem1n1ne" are oppressed and trashed by Lesbians who value femlnlnlty. She is 

1 
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t attitudes and behaviors among Les~íans that rely for their validi 

, d ,bou H-"' can we talk about the real d,fferences among Lesb· hty 
_.1tm,, l'tY u•.. bl b h • • h rans, t e 

, .. ¡_.p rea ' • f our observa e e av,ors, w,t out acceptíng the assu pt· 

I' rt ge o b h , d k' k' m 1ons of 
~al ran t the labels utc ' ,emme, an ,_ , served lesbíans as a f 

1~ •:;~' and talking about behavioral diff~rences among us, and ;: ~II 

,cknoWI t urpose in sorne segme~ts of the Lesb1an sub-culture. But those of us 

tJrvf tha reconceive ourselves in terms that don't carry wíth them the 

iho wa~t of HS, however, will have to learn to describe oursefves in spec·fi 

,npt1on h 'd b h HS d • , ,e, 
assu . 5 lengthy ways t at avo1 ot an 1ts values. 

sameti~:r to do this, we'II need to start with a radically different description of 

111 or • • b d Le b' • 
,, orld:' a descnpt1on ase on s ,an expenences and perceptions. Since 

the bi:ns don't share a "consensus reality," let's understand first of all that thís 

~logue ¡5 taking place only among Lesbians who are politically committed to 

;ial and personal change. Let's find ways to talk to each other in a lesbian 

context, This will enable us to ignore, for the purposes of our discussíon, those 

conservative, never-het Lesbians who are as Lesbophobic and mísogynist as the 

heterosexuals whose company they prefer to ours. 

We can make a significant start, as Strega suggests, by valuing those Lesbians 

who rejected efforts to feminize them. We can value our deviance from HP 

reality, perceive Lesbian femininity as negative [ - Deviant] and nonfeminized 

Lesbians as positive [ + Deviant]. Sorne of us resisted, and to varying degrees, 

others did not, and to varying degrees. Strega is arguing that l.esbians mu.st leam 

to value positively our resistance to HP programming and stop rewarding 

Lesbian conformity to the same programming. HP rewards those who conform; 

let's leave it to them and set about rewarding Lesbian resistance. 

Most importantly, we must stand our ground outside of HP reality, occupy it 

with determination and resist efforts to assimilate us and dilute the radical force 

of our perceptions.' t haven't said much about Linda Strega's an~lysis of passing 

among Lesbians, but neither did Mariedaughter or Crane. They ,gno~ the . 

issue of passing lesbians in order to defend their own agendas; l've 1gno~ 1t 

because t believe it's self-evident that Lesbians who don't. won't or •can'r lave 

openly as lesbians hate themselves and hate out Lesbians. 1 use the word h~te 

purposely· hate is the usual way we manifest fear, and the word Lesbol phob~a 

' f L b' Passing as a heterosexua woman 1s 

denotes both hatred and fear O ehs .Iª~s.t ali'zed Lesbophobia Because self-

f h b' s express t eIr in ern • 

one o t e ways ~es ianh. k in a Lesbian context that we want to value 

hatred is destruct1ve, l t in ' lf-love [+Out], and negatively value passing 

positively behaviors that foSter se 

behaviors [ - Out]. s heterosexuals must understand and admit that they 

Lesbians who can. ~assi:ileges because they can hide their Lesbianism, and 

acquire specific soc; ;~ing their own self-hatred on Lesbians who refuse to 

they'II have to st0P T~e prlvileges and rewards of femininity are a false sense of 

femlnize ourselves. m because they are grounded in hypocrisy and pretense. In 

worth and self-estee 

1 
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a Lesbian context, FEMININITY = HETEROSEXUALITY = CLOSETED • 
PRIVILEGE = LESBOPHOBIA. lf they expect Oykes to understand their 
situation, as they seem to, they must also recognize that mutual respect ts a 
two-way street and stop projecting their own doubts and fears about themselves 
onto us. Describing nonfeminized Lesbians as "masculine" or "like a man" is 
ignorant, degrading, and insulting. lt's a way of discounting our existence and 
disowning us. Oykes are described that way by heterosexuals because we can't 
pass. We don't expect or want to hear it from other Lesbians. The fact of the 
matter is that we do understand their fears and doubts, while they've made little 
or no effort to understand ours. Femininity in a Lesbian gives her access to 
heterosexual privileges, privileges that are tangible: jobs that bring with them 
social prestige and money. Dykes know all about femininity, what it is, what it 
means, and the rewards it offers. In a Lesbian context, femininity as a desirable 

way to be cannot exist. 
finally, the word dyke encompasses forme the lesbian semantics and values 

l've sketched here: Being DEVIANT and OUT is good; being NON DEVIANT 

and CLOSITTD is bad. 

Notes 

1 This particular HP hoax was legalized by an 1850 Act of Parliament which declared that 

the pronoun he would, thereafter, be "understood" to encompass reference to women as 
well as men in legal documents. 

2 In, Louie Crew, ed., The Gay Academic (Palm Springs, CA: Etc. Publisers, 1978). 

3 See, for example, the Sept./Oct. 1986 issue of Lesbian Connection, in which a couple of 
women maintain that they are "Lesbians" in spite of the fact that they fuck men ! As one 
of them puts it: "1 have broadened my definition of what a Lesbian is:' Her use of the 
word broadening is, of course, intended to make readers interpret the statement as 
positive by opposing it to the word narrow, which has negative connotations in HS 
(unless it's used to characterize one's waistline or hips!). This kind of "broadening'' is 
pernicious, hypocritical, and self-serving. And, besides, simply not possible. Like it or 
not, a Lesbian has sex with wimmin, not men; heterosexual fema les have sex with men. 
That's what the words mean. 1 have no desire to "reclaim'' heterosexuality as a lifestyle, 
and wimmin who do can't call themselves Lesbians. 1 have a personal investment in that 
word and I won't have it ripped off or diluted by those whose actions difute its 
significance. Another word for broadening is DILUTION. 

4 With the notable exception of Merril Mushroom in an article published in Common 
livesllesbian lives 9. 

5 In her article "Butch-Fem Relationships: Sexual Courage in the 1950's:' Heresies 12, Sex 
lssue 21-14. 



Nexus 

Leaping Lesbians 

1 was in the ,Army. A WAC. A prívate, just completed eíght hard weeks_ basic t a·n,ng I was on my way to Fort Nowhere, my next Army Post for, spec,alty t~a;ning·. lt was 1964. 1 was on the bus for 15 hours, 1 was tra~eling with 5 other WACS going to the same post. lt was 2:00 a.m. when we arraved at the WAC Detachment. We walked into Company Headquarters to report in. Two men met us, (\ thought this was unusual, since ali the officers at the WAC. Detachment are women). One man asked me for my orders, then asked me to step into this room. Now you have to understand something. 1 had just completed 8 weeks of basic training, where they proceed to mold you into obeying commands, not to think, just to do what you are ordered to do. Also 1 was tired, hungry, and confused. Right! Yes Sir! The room was sparsely decorated, a desk, couple of chairs and an overhead light with a 20 watt bulb.. There was another man in the room so there were two of them and one of me. 1 was asked to sit down at one of the chairs and for the next couple of hours 1 was interrogated. lt has been sorne time, but I think I can remember sorne of the questions. In fact they're something that is hard to forget. 

Question: Do you have any women friends? 
Answer: Yes. 
Q: Do you like women? 
A: Yes, 1 like everybody. 
Q: Just answer Yes or No prívate. Well, do you like women? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Do you or did you ever love a woman? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Yes, you said yes, who? 1 want names, give me names. 
A: Mary Cursi, mother, Patti Cursi, sister, Carol Cursi, sister. 
Q: We have a smart ass here. 
Q: Do you like to look at women? 
Q: Do you like to look at naked women? 
Q: Did you ever make love to a woman? 
Q: Have you ever thought of making love to a woman? 
Q: oo you envision sucking a woman's breasH 
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1 can\ temtmber- my 1nswers, but they aH had to have been no. This went on 

and on, flnally thPf sakl that I could go. 1 walked out of the room, stunned, 

scal'@d, numb, in a daze. The Sgt. came up to me and said that she would show 

me to the barradcs. She said, "Report in at 0600 tomorrow." That was it. 

1 looked around the barracks. lt was a typical barracks, rows of beds with 

lockers and foot lockers. 1 laid down trying to make sorne sense out of the 

whole thing, and I must have drifted off to sleep. 1 awoke to people around me. 

Everybody was getting up. 1 looked around and saw the 5 other WACS that 

carne to the post with me. We just looked at one another, nobody said 

anything. We knew we had all just gone through the same thing. The barracks 

Sgt. came in and told us how lucky we were. "They weeded out all the 'Queers' 

last night:' That was it, nothing was ever said, nobody said anything to anyone 

or talked about their experiences, even months after. Even two years later, when 

1 ran into one of the 5 WACS at another post, we didn't mention Fort Nowhere 

at all. l'm not sure of the figure now, but out of 250 women, 1 think about 150 

were booted out, because we had 5 barracks which held 50 women and by the 

end of the week there were just 2 barracks filled. 
About three weeks went by. 1 started to get into the routine of Army life and 

tried to forget. 1 guess everyone else was trying to do the same thing. Now 1 

heard talk from the women that were posted permanently to this post that they 

were afraid to be out of the barracks at night, because "they'' were in the trees 

outside. 1 said, they, who is they? They said that these women would wait in the 

trees and jump down and attack whoever walked by. Now here I am at a post -

that put me through the ringer, and has people jumping out of trees. 1 thought, 

everyone is crazy here. 
1 didn't know whether to believe the tree story, but one night I was craving a 

candy bar. The candy machine was in the day room, our recreation room, and 

it was about four barracks down from my barracks. 1 thought about "they'' in the 

trees, but my candy urge got the best of me. 1 walked out and started down the 

sidewalk, 1 heard rustling in the trees, but I just told myself it was my 

imagination. When all of a sudden there was a real loud rustling above me, 1 

see a leg dangling, then this person jumps out of the tree. Be sti/1 my beating 

heart, stop shaking and stand your ground. Well standing before me was this 

woman dressed in black boots, jeans, t-shirt, with a cigarette pack rolled up in 

her sleeve, and a knife in hand. She asked me what I was doing. 1 told her I was 

going to the day room to get a candy bar. She said, "Let's go:' and she walked 

me to the day room, 1 got my candy bar, she walked me back to her tree, told 

me to be careful and that was that. 1 don't know why, but when I got back to 

the barracks and everybody asked if anything happened, 1 told them no and 
never talked about it. 

_My training !asted 2 months, and when I would have an occasion to be out at 

~1ght_l would alwars look up, and see legs dangling from the trees, but no more 

Jumpmg down askmg what I was doing. 1 don't know if they did this to other 
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women but I assume they did, sínce everybody was aware of them. My 
questions are these: lf they weeded out all the "queers" how did these get away? 
And were they up in the trees to protect us? 1 guess I will never know the 
answers. 1 assure you this actually happened, because I still carry the scars of 
that dreadful night of interrogation, and the wonderment of the "leaping 
Lesbians:' 

Jackíe Cursi 

A Remedy f or frustration 

What do you do with the ordinary daily level of frustratíon? 1 used to end up 
fighting with my lover or housemate over some picayune thíng that I coufdrft 
even remember later. During one of these crabby episodes she made the 
brilliant comment 'Why don't we take this frustration out on the patriarchy 
(where we generally got it from) instead of each other?" Anda beautiful idea 
was born. 

Earlier that evening 3 teenage boys had been hanging out in the alley where 1 
parked the car. They didn't even need to say anything (tho they often did), just 
thei r stares and cocky demeanor made me uncomfortable. lt was night and 1 
felt generalized fear that always made me edgy. 1 wished they had felt that fear 
instead of me. lt became so clear that I should take that frustration out on the 
patriarchy instead of a friend. Action, not crabbiness, was called for. 

So we piled into my old van and started searching formen in the alleys. 
When we found one we headed the van towards him slowly til we could see 
the whites of his eyes and more importantly the fear. lt was wonderful seeing 
the intimidators feeling intimidated and backed against the wall (literally and 
figuratively). Sorne of them were so incredulous that women were on the 
offensive that they wouldn't move, so we would push them with the van. lt was 
beautifully sati~fying to watch their slow realizations of what was going on. We 
would run them into garbage cans, garages, other peoplés backyards - slowly, 
of cou rse. Tho on exceptionally frustrating days Connie became fond of a quick 
move with the van door that would knock them off their feet in a hurry. 

funniest thing, that action would do wonders for our levels of frustration. 
We'd smile at each other, go home and brew a pot of tea and go about our 
evening having left our daily frustrations behind. We later ~ra~ched ou~ to 
inching men off the crosswalks and driving at rather than p1ckmg up P.nc~ 
hitchhikers. from then on whenever we would get_crabby_or st~rted p1ckmg on 

h one of us would go for the van keys w1th a twmkle m her eye, a~d 
ehach63ot eu~cles it takes to frown would ease into the 9 muscles it takes to sm1le. 
t e m b. ·1 t es 

h. k,·ng of it has the power to rmg a sm1 e o my ey • 
Even t ,n 

J.Max 

P.S. Any vehicle will do. 



84 Nexus 

Made In Amazon Natlon 

Talking about one"s commitment to wimmin's issues simply isn't 

enough; each of us must be willing to live that commitment on a daify 

basis, and that commitment must determine our choices and how we 

malee them. 1 ¡· Pe ¡ u ,a ne ope 
'The Mystery of Lesbia ns: 1; LE 1 :1 

1 had $6.69 last Tuesday to last me until the first of next month. 1 needed 

typing paper, tampons, and stamps, not to mention groceries and payments on 

all my overdue bills. 1 bought Alix Dobkin's new tape "Never Been Better:' While 

J'm a little sorry I forwent the tampons, 1 couldn't be more satisfied with my 

decision. 111 let the rest of you know when I figure out how to meet all of my 

needs on a lesbian Separatist salary. In the meantime l'm forced to make 

economic choices everyday, which I understand reflect my priorities. 

Survival isn't easy in these patriarchal times, yet the reality of 

Lesbian/wimmin's culture moves me past resistance to a new place. lf you want 

to go there, do these things: sharpen your labrys and wear it on your chest; 

chuckle or roar through the spell of a Lesbian feminist comedian; turn the pages 

of a radical Separatist journal; watch another womyn's face when you turn up 

the volume on •teaping Lesbians" or "Ode to a Gym Teacher"; light a dyke 

candle; puJI upa pair of well-made, loud-purple, 100% cotton, perfectly-fitting, 

Lesbian-produced parachute pants; dive to the depths of Separatist philosophy; 

send an explicitly Lesbian post card; gather with others to play D.Y.K.E. (Do You 

Know Enough), the new trivia game; wear an outrageous, womyn-identified 

button; experience womyn's art; use a Lesbian service (cobbler, lawyer, florist, 

body-worker, spiritualist, healer, restaurant, bar, travel agency, mechanic); stir 

upa tantalizing batch of lez-beans and rice. Doing any or all of these things will 

surely get you there. 
What these things have in common is the all-important "MADE IN AMAZON 

NATION"' stamp. lt may not be stamped in ink, but you will recognize that 

special quality immediately. You can not get to this new place listening to 

bootlegged tapes, you cannot get there if you sell-out to convenience, you can 

not get there easily. You can get to this new place if you go with others. 

Recycling money, passing it back and forth between ourselves over and over 

agai~, builds the Lesbian economy. When you are there, you gain strength by 

makmg the new plac~ more sec~re;_ you support Lesbians who are taking steps 

away from heteropatnarchal cap1tal1sm; you strip the boys of their economic 

p~er over you and º!her~; _you ~bsorb the energy through your fingers, skin, 

mmd, _heart from th~ l1fe-g1vmg g,ft of your sister. This is activism! 

Gett,~g t?ere requ,res commitment and sacrifice, as well as action and 

determmat1on. You must teach yourself to think first, before you buy anything 
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boOk a greeting card, a gift, a record, clothes, art, servíces - can I buy ;¡.: from 'a le1blan1 You must encourage other Lesbíans/wímmin to travel to 
the new place with you. Vou must never take our new place for granted. The 
follaN\ng are some directions for how to get there: 

_ Get the Lesblan Connection Winter Catalo~ 
Ambitious Amazons 
P.O. Box 811 
East lansing, MI 48823 

_ Get the ladys1ipper Catalog and Resource Cuide of Records and Tapes by 
women: 

LADYS U PPER 
P.O. Box 3130 
Ourham, NC 27705 

- Sniff out the closest Women's/Feminist bookstore in your state, plan a special 
trip there and st0ck up! Sorne of them do mail order business too. 

- Many bigger cities have Women's Yellow Pages and/or Gay/Leshiaa Yellow 
Pages. Find them and always check them first when you let your fingers do the 
walking! 

- Take extra cash to Wimmin's Concerts, they usually sell tapes and records at 
a table out front. 

- Go to any one of the summer Womyn's Music and Comedy Festival~ Save the 
entire year for this trip, make lists of gifts, and items you will need for the next 
year ... and/or splurge ... Go wild ... Have fun! 

- Order a 1986 and/or 1987 edition of D.Y.K.E. trivia game: 
LipService, lnc. 
P.O. Box 63362 
St. louis, MO 63163 

P.S. 1 don't sell anything. 
Amber Lesbian 



Femme and Butch 
A Readers' Forum 

Five Quick Sketches of a Real Pervert 

o.e 
1 watched her watching me, pale and serious. Quickly, she turned to me and 

asked in a hushed voice, "Hi. My name is Mike. Are you gay?" 
1 thought that she wanted to know if that was my name. So I said no. 
Her response was friendly and simple, but she didn't smile. Her eyes reflected 

the loss of an ally in a hostile place. 
-well, you ought to be." 
Her eyes told her something about me that she still believed. 
1 figured out what she wanted to know just minutes fater, but it was too late. 1 

never got to know Mike. Above is our only conversation. She was marched 
away and punished for talking to me. 

The year was 1960. I was fifteen and locked up in LA. County jail for kids. 

Juvenile Hall. Or, just Juvy. I was incorrigibfe. That is a specific charge against 

young people who are self-respecting, self-determining, and who refuse to be 

dominated and crushed; usually it afso means sexuaffy active. Too bad Haight-

Ashbury and ali the tlower children were 5 years and 500 miles away. Having 

any place to run to might have helped. (Then again f was there for the flower 

ch!ldren, too, and saw how the men used the wom;n with a whole new 

philosophy for a weapon; the pushers and the pimps soon followed the 
amateurs.) 

The matrons already knew wh t M'k 
the main 1 • • . ª 1 e wanted to know. 1 was separated from 
Nobody :,; ~f ~iris '" '°": of single cells next to lock-up. Sure. 

would be th~ more 0ª0 t~!;!·fri~nds on the outside. Within the week, there 
Across the hall kitty e, ut not the one I wanted. 

1 , -corner to my cell was J I' 11 . k' 
eft off, JeweJ instructed m bo h ewe 5 ce • Pie ing up where Mike 

e a ut t e terms and conditions of life inside. 



Femme and Butch 87 

hatever it was that everyone else seemed to know, too .. She . 

me that we were "brothers'' and beíng lovers was out of the quest,on: 

.. we "butch!' lt turned out that everyone was eíther "butclf or *femme: 

,alred up wlth only the opposite, and all related through extended, adopted 

iRaclear "famllies!' . . 

So I learned about prison families and roles. The fam,ly stuff was JUst too 

corny for me, but the roles and rules were really in the way. 1 saíd so, as I recall, 

because Jewel was definitely more interesting than any of the many "'sisters.' 

However, there I was - against my will - being "brothers" with thís amazíng 

young black woman who righteously thought that this white girl was out of her 

mind. 
In desperation, 1 did the only thing that I could think of to do to get her 

attention: 1 took one of her girl-friends away. lt worked. But it didn't hefp. She 

looked at me like she couldn't believe l'd done itw I couldn't believe it either. 

lmmediately, there was this other person relating to me. Now whatl 

With major misgivings, 1 sighed and gave up on Jewel. 1 quit bucking this new 

system and fell into my "natural" role like a born-again fundamentalist falling 

into his congregation of ecstatic believers. lt was easy: any girl who could 

run without tripping, giggling or forgetting what she was doing was butch - the 

rest were femme. 1 just went around acting like I always did, except that now 1 

had to keep one hand over one eye in order not to see one-half of the lesbian 

population. This was sad to me because I was drawn to girls who could run, 

talk-back_ an~ fight. 1 was privately confused. 1 felt betrayed by this new-found 

commun,ty; at was not to be the last time. This dogma felt like a sexual riJH>ff to 

me. lt was. Rigid and tepid, it reminded me of what I didn't want in the straight 

world outside. lt replicated heterosexuality, then heterosexism, by forcing me to 

relate sexually to someone I didn't want. Sorne would say I chose and 

consented. 
1 fou nd out sorne time later that a few lesbians broke this rule of butch-

femme roles. They were ridiculed for ignoring this taboo. This sexual activity or 

arrangement was given a name (kiki) and it was said with a sneer, like the word 

"queer:' That was nota coincidence. . . 

l'm still trying to figure out why this "correct" way _to~ a l~b•~n ~as soeiall~ 

enforced by /esbians inside an authoritarian and ant1-lesb1an •~st1tut1o_n. Today, 1t 

is still defended. The question remains both unanswered and mterestmg. 

Two h I l'd' 
h b. Id Pontiac swung around in t e grave , s I mg to 

In a graceful /unge, t ef ,-'8h~ b low The air was so clear and soft that the 

a stop facinB the valley O ~!e/th: fo~thills. A still, summe~ime midnight. Small 

litter seemed to wash up b h ither side of us: a cricket, then two, a 

:ounds returned to the sage rus 0
~ 1; coyote yowling off in the distance made 

nisht blrd rustllns, a m~u;t· Sorne 
us smile; no chill thls n g • 



1 llt t dlll,_ _..,.,. on the steering wheel with easy, Rrm strokes. 

Theeploslortelllahtauaht her Wllthins my face. 1 rolled the pack of Camels 

- matdllltutWandertheceilophane - back into the left sleeve o( my 
whke T4hift. 

\Ye wete listeni'I to a stray mockingbird trill and warble, commenting upon 

our inlrusian, when I sherifrs squadcar pulled in next to my window. 

lelnq ICftm his ftontseat to look out the passenger-side's window, an older 

man with deep aNSeS in his face asked me, 
"Whutter' you kids dotn' up herer 
'&ening offlcer. Oh, nothing. Just talking and looking at the lights." 

"Uhuh. Well ... (pause) ... How old are you sonr 
"17:' 
1iow 'bout tutr girlfriend, therer 
"18:' 
"What's her namer 
"Nancy. Uh, is it 0K for us to be up herer 
'Welll ... sure it is son. You jus' go on an' have yourse'f a good time. Nobody's 

gonna bother you up here this time of night 'cept me; an' now I know whutchu'r 

up to (chuckles). 1 was a young man once myse'f, y'know." 
Cross-dressing in Los Angeles was iflegaf. Three articles of same-sex dothing 

were required, so the rumor went. When I dressed to go out, there was a 

choice to pass or not; from time to time I did. Then older men would adopt me 

for hours at a time, instructing me on what a straight teenage boy needs to 

know to get along in the world. The barber was especially helpful, consoling 

me about my lack of a real s dclock shadow; my voice was deep enough to 

convince him that it was only a matter of months. We both were pleased with 

the duck-tail and sideburns. He told me to keep my shoes shined and my "butt 

outta trouble.• We both agreed that girls were worth the trouble most of the 

time; he was on his third wife and I was carving mental notches. 

Three 

Little ~oe was twice my age. 1 was 17. She was the only "stone butch" I ever 

knew, _e,ther by rumor or by experience. She worked nights at a Walter's Donut 

f~anch,se, owned by a 6' tall redhead who was straight except for sleeping with 

t•ttle Joe. loe also worked as a handyman, driving her tools around in a 
attdered old station wagon. 1 think that she was good at it· 1 don't think she 

ma e much money. What she made h ' 
her life. ' 5 e spent at the bar or on the women in 

She bought matching men's gold & diam d . 
Llter, when I gave mine back, she ran <:Ne:~ ~ings when. we got involved. 

flat. 1 was astounded; 1 did not understand t~ w,th her ~tat,on wagon until it was 

she was ali that upset by my leavin S e destruct1on. l'm not even sure 

relationship, only a couple of monti· ~~e, yes. But it was not a big-deal 
s. e could not have expected a I t o more, 

--IC 
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• how I was butch, too. Just young. My crísp duckfaíJ, buttondown 
lildt ahlrts black levis and boots, athlete's build ••• 1 mean, gímme a break. 

She dld IÍke parading me around to the bars, showíng me off to her (older) 

fltlnd1, py and lesbian (although everybody was just "PI' then) .. 1t was very 
l,orlng. They were mostly nice, but burnt out, alcoholíc, tíred, without ideas, 
hquently broke or broken-hearted or both. Johnny Mathís was youn& hol and 
gay, then. We hadn't heard of Joan Baez or Bob Dylan yet, but folk musíc was 
just about to crack open. Civil rights were being fought for in the south and 

Watts was just about to burn. No one was talking about any of it No one 
talked about politics, art or even gay rights. Feminism was not in the cards. 

Plastic was the watchword. LA. in 1963. Water-skiing was a big thrill. 
Otherwise, deadly. The brightest spot in those dark days was the lit-up fishtank 
in the bar, almost every bar. 

Everyone half-way grown remembers where they were when they first heard 

that J.F. Kennedy had been shot and killed in Texas: 1 was with Littfe Joe on the 

way to a motel for a quick one. lt carne over the radio in the station wagon in 

the middle of Sepulveda Blvd. justas she made a u turn ínto the motel. f made 

her stuff quarters into the pay TV so I could understand what had happened. 
She ran out of quarters. 

There was a lot more I didn't understand, like how come Uttfe Joe wouldn't 
let me touch her. 1 didn't take it personally; it was just more constriction forno 
good reason, so I thought then. 1 never found out different. The sex was o~ but 

lacked texture, content and context. lt felt flat and alienated. The beatniks 
alrea~y knew about this ... especially the women. Ata time when the only 
meanm~ful event in our dull lives was a sexual one, this exchange lacked 
som~thmg. lt was not my first experience with objectification, just the first 
lesbian one. lt was not to be the last. However, the roles soon reversed. This 
didn't alter the impact of objectification, although it did alter the act itself for 
me. • 

Four 
Rosie was the prettiest girl hanging out at the Queen of Hearts that summer. 

No doubt about it. She hada Dutch accent, processed pornography for a living, 

was still a virgin and loved my motorcycle. 1 think I met her at Christine's 
Fireside, but we liked the Queen better, 1 played softball for the Queen. 
Catcher. No one stole 2nd base; only two ever tried. lt was a r~y, no-account 
good-time bar full of hippies, dopers, drunks and all-around w1!dness. We'd 

1 h b r do wheelies up Stanyon Street at 2:30 a.m. headmg for the 
e ose t e a 'b 'd change our minds midspan, flip a U turn, curse the toll 
Gol den Gate n ge, t the beach instead. Somehow we stayed alive. We'd ride 
and go to ~laylaod ªeekends, only to come. screaming back in time for the game 
up to the river ;ked to ride up to the game by str_eaking across the grassy 
on Sunday. (Ros, h ther team finished warmmg up. A grand· entrance 
diamonds preclsely as t e o 



-.. _. et tht QuNn ol HN,ts, "' 

al1 IIM '-. Old.fashloned. Stfftl!d. Tllld. 

• 14••• IOMI of us were fust more butch. E~ 

........... ··•
 lft>Und. Tough, strong, Wfld and femm. 

••••--• • taldt fMO lhat blg old sfssybar Just like she was In 

•lllltldllt•IWtt•••fllyeñ NavyCut. Sfick as a whlstle, every time. 

AIM....,., ~.,, ltoubte. Found it: tough, strong, wifd and butch. 

l halllft..., lS,et, l,utw wrfng out the 2nd engine in my 2nd 

fflOIOlqde. was the fastest street bike built at the time.) 

1 tod! tt into the blr one nisht and partced it by the pool table; 1 wasn't 

loDlcinB for IIOuble, just looking for Rosie. We passed a lot of time that summer, 

until she BOt aied and 1 (IOt tired of excuses. She got left not a virgin, but still 

a femme. Nobody rode behind better than Rosie, nobody. 1 still have 8 x 11 

slossy pholos d us, me trying to teach her to ride that bike. 

Fñe 
Elfie-Sue c:aught my eye purposefuffy as I began to pass out leaffets. 1 grinned 

at the sulwersion of it ali: another perverse act in the making! 

Ellie-Sue and I had been comrades on the gay left half a dozen years ago. Sort 

of. She foflowed a girffriend into the group just prior to its demise. This liberal 

group of gay men and lesbians was dedicated to making "progressive" people 

out of our decidedly conservative community. We broke up over work 

priorities: pro-lave & sex or anti-racism. 

Our love & sex committee distifled an early wave of pro-sadomasochism, pro-

NAMBLA, pro-pomography; it was dísguised as fun & feminism. The other 

committee wanted to fight the KKK and the Nazis. Ellie-Sue knew what 

committee she wanted to be on: she's a feminist for fun (F.F.F.)t 

Ellie-Sue was dressed-up this night: reminding me of a cheerleader I once 

knew in high school, right down to the cute black patent leather shoes. She 

skipped over to me in the hallway outside of the small auditorium. We always 

did like each other in spite of our real differences. 

"Hi, Suzy-Q!• 
1 always called her that ... an old rock and roll lyric. Matched her get-up, too. 

"Hit You know, you real/y won't believe thist! They won't let me have a table 

in there.• 
Ellie-Sue was in a snit, pouting and clueless . 

. "Reafly. What's the matter with these new pro-pornographylanti-censorship 

g1rls, anywayl I guess they don't want your toys and magazines around to make 

them_ look bad. Even the leathe~ stayed home tonight, so that Pam Normal and 

Mam,e Token wouldn't have the,r sterling reps tarred by th d' . 

'erotica; black leather 0¡. silicone even if 'by d , 1 b. e ,sgustmg brush of 

E''• 
I ' an ,or es ,ans' huh?" 

,e-Sue ooked at me hard. Then she said • • • 

'Well, Tina Hardly wouldn't mind· she's us~ to ali th t ff . 
' a stu . lt's her Job:' 



tttey're Jutt prudet and t,vpoctlte fot censortns yoa: 
._lll then a flgment of mv arandfather's ifflallnadon appea,ed, beallnl 

.,. .,. llke a wrecklng ball., (Grandaddy uted to call gramma'i loud-

1..-.- 8'tlft1ends "battleaxes: 1 alwayl snuck out of the house rilht about 
-- IO I never knew hCJtN the argument endect) 

1hls one was bigger than the last one, who had told me, -Vou cadt do thatr 
-sure I can, watch: (handing out next leaflet)!' 
Thls one snarled at me, 'Wére going to take your leaflets awayf' 
Actually, 1 was having a hard time trying to pass out t'NO dífferent leaflets at 

the same time (defínitely a technique to develop, íf you héwen't). 1 would have 
preferred a little help. But, multiplying like fruitflies, thís one had to go and 
threaten me. Fools, cowards and thugs: boring inconsistency ex formula. Wlth 
the barest of resistance, she retreated, squealing for building security. 

Soon I was informed that leafletting outside the doors was not protected 
political speech or important dissent or even critical to dísceming the truth of 
the matter; rather this building was prívate property rented by •anti-censorship-' 
peo ple and - to be su re (although I paid to go in) _ ownership carne before 
freedom of speech. 

So, arm-in-arm, Ellie-Sue and I strolled downstairs - shamed bv rejection -
on the way out to the street for me to leaflet on public property. Ali real 
perverts belong on the street, anyway. She and I lingered in the lobby together 
catchi ng up on old friends and watching people straggJe out of the todo 
upstairs, where tedium was prevailing (bias + censorship - no sexual tension & 
no pleasure and danger). 1 passed out the banned leaflets. 1 even asked Ellie-Sue 
to help, in the spirit of old times and high camp, seeing as how she was spoofed 
in_ one ~f the leaflets. She giggled, saying that the spoof really was funny;·but 
w1th a s1gh sadly declined, giving currency to the myth that feminists have no 
sense of humor or adventure. To be fair, she did rally in her farewell: thl'ONing 
her_ whole self into my arms with a flurry of drama, she announced in a stage 
wh1sper for the benefit of friends passing by us in the lobby, 

"l've learned everything I know about being butch from you, you devilr' 
1 laughed. ''That's funny, Suzy-Q. 1 haven't learned a thing about being femme 

from you:' 
Not long after her departure, a dyke carne out of the building and asked if 

she could help me leaflet the now surging crowd. Quickly, the 125 people 
streamed away into the late summer night with ne.vly felt relief on their faces -
and two banned leaflets gripped in their hands. 

Just when I thought that no one else was coming out, a local ex-feminist and 
converted masochist bumped through the doors with a side-kick in tow. 

"Hey, scum. 1 don't think yr leaflet is funnyi-
They tried to pick a fight with the other woman standing there with my 

leaflets. 



._., ltdc (lffectfna the 1963 punk styfe of a t4 yr ofd hoy 
...... to have lmown •~t from real life) sneered, "Hev 

..-wear1,. • black leather Jacket!" To me: "You're a real pervertf" 
rchit\ted. the INt~ crealdng softly with the movement, "Yeah, lt Just 

.... tls lSth ~• Stepping towards her, 1 stroked the sleeve: "You wanna 

.... w 
Annie McCombs 

My Brief Career as a Femme 

This year I bought a T-shirt that said, ,.Don't Call Me Honey," showing a tough 
loolcing M>man fixing a car. Underneath the picture it said "Photographs of 
\\fornen in the Trades:' 1 have started wearing it. My brief career as a femme has 

ended. 
1 have a picture of the two of us sitting on the couch after we cooked Easter 

dinner. She is wearing white pants and vest, and a flowered blouse, the latter 
because she was trying to get out of roles. She is sitting absolutely straight (you 
should excuse the expression), unsmiling, one hand denched in a fist on her 
lcnee, the other dropped over my shoulder - "chattel property pose'' she later 

called it. Her leg is crossed at the ankle. . 
1 am leaning into her. f am wearing a blouse, Middle Eastern jewelry and a 

long skirt. 1 am smiling. Nancy Henley wanted to use the phot~ as an . 
illustration of male-female non-verbal behavior. My lover, who 1s very pnvate, 

would not allow it. 
When I started to go out with her it immediately became apparent that she 

wouldn't let me pay for anything and opened doors for me. 1 was taken aback 
because I thought only working class women, which she wasn't, were still into 
roles (this was 1979). 1 bought her the poetry of Oiga Broumas and Adrienne 

Rich to make up for the money she spent. 
1 am intellectually butch and emotionally femme (my mental health wou Id be 

better if it were the other way around). So the first stand I took was on not 
being interrupted when I spoke. 1 knew from gender and language studies that 
interruption was amale speech pattern. 1 had to translate it into lawspeak for 
her. 1 said, "You are interrupting my oral argument:' She stopped because she 

was ~ryin~ to get_out of roles. Once she said, "1 almost helped you on with your 
~oat. 1 sa,~ that 1t would have been OK. She said, "lt's very confusing:' She 
hked the time she saved by knowing exactly what was expected of her and 
what she could ~xpect of the ~ornen_ she was with. But even though she 
defends the effic1ency of roles in lesb,an relationships she d t t th 1 
d · · · b ks , e es s e ro e 

epIctIons tn on our ac . 
She was surprised when I told her that in Chicago the 11 d , 

· "d 1 ,, & a ege womens 
commumty sa1 was too ,emmy:" She said, 'What does that meanl" 1 "d ·t 
means "at all" - any overt sign of vulnerabilitv for example Sh "d sa, 1 

'' • e sa, , "But you 



ourself, 1 know women who wouldrft go in to buy a CCIJ)of 
P':" '::"'~Jves~ In fact her former lover didrft leam to driw for yea191 
• di h thousht it wasn't feminine. 
•:~:,:MS GOVERNING FEMALE BEHAVIOR IN HER SUBCULTURE WERE 
SO RESTRICTIVE THAT IT MADE MY LIFE AS A CULVER CITY HOUSEWIFE IN' 
THE FIFTIES SEEM LIKE LESBIAN NATION •. 1 soon realized that, if 1 !ollowed 
those norms within a few weeks all the sk,11s, well almost all the skílls, 1 had 
developed ;s a woman functioníng in th~ wo~d without a man would be lost. lt 
is true that it's not like heterosexual relat,onsh,ps. Heterosexual wornen, at least 
heterosexual mothers of young children, function competently. We carried our 
own bags of groceríes and forty pound children. She asked someone to carry 
my portable typewriter and I yelled (a bad habit of mine), '1 can carry my own 
typewriter:' 

But, you are saying, we thought she was getting out of roles. She was, but it 
tu rned out she had TB and so I decided that there were more important things 
to worry about than who opened doors. But one night we went dancing and 
she said she wanted to dance with another woman. 1 told her to go ahead. Not 
only did she ask the woman's partner for permission, whích amused me, but 
she then passed me on to the partner, which did not amuse me. Since she 
cooked and cleaned up and shopped a substantial part of the time I didn't feel 
oppressed, even though I knew that she cooked because her father did and she 
cleaned because I didn't do it well enough for her 99th percentile standatds. 

1 was bothered by her male sense of entitlement which meant that she didn't 
think she had to explain the reasons for her behavior. Arbitrary authority always 
outraged me. 1 wouldn't take it from a man and I didn't like it from her. She had 
never had to explain or account for what she did before, but I think that 
reflected social class variables as well as roles, since almost all her former lovers 
were of working class origin and her background was upper upper el~ 

• • • 1 always wore perfume and was wearing Caleche because Pat Miller asked 
me to bring sorne back for her from París and I bought some for myself too. Pat, 
although not in roles, is dykey. lf she were in roles she would be butch. But my 
role-oriented lover didn't like the perfume on me because she said "'I could 
wear it:' One of the aspects of roles is not to wear the same thing. At least its 
not gender neutral! 

1 thought her clear distinction between friends and lovers, resulting in not 
being friends with her lovers or lovers with her friends was little short of tragic. 
She agreed that I was right logically, especially since she disliked being with the 
other studs since they talked about footbalt l hated her persona when she was 
with her stud friends. They acted like my adolescent boyfriends - loud, 
raucous and obvious in their comments about women. l also thought it was 
crazy for studs to pay, when women made 53 cents on the dollar. 1 could not 
relate to the "ladies" fantasy of being suburban housewives, kept by their studs, . 
although as a sociologist I could understand it (because they were Black and for 



......... w-.. tlf ._ Mnd e,cperience). 1 had trfed lt and hated 11 

•Mllw.i-,1..._ "-fltt what happened to us in the fifties was part of 

M •• 1ft forlMCUMRt Wwnen's MoYement. 1 also could not grow 

... ffdls, 1ft 11__.INleN>tldnd part of the self-presentation. Once I had 

.._,... fn • MI shop, 4Mlt plcked at them so they were off in a few days. lt 

Wt lle inlec.U crawlirc on mr finse,tips. 

1 bew that the butchlstud self-presentation as invulnerable and always in 

cx,¡ .. ol cost them psycholosically and somatically, because for women such a 

self.prescntatal is~ denial ol reaUty. We are all vulnerable as women and our 

de¡¡;;eee d control is much less than that of men. The inability to ask for help, 

common to lesbians including those not in roles, wasted lots of time and 

enellY· Probably the reason such women found me attractive was that I wou Id 

offer the help so that they wouldn't have to ask for it. 

The most striking analysis of what role relationships do for the "femme" or for 

traditional women generally can be found in Angela Miles unpublished 

manuscript on Harlequin novels. She observes that the hero, though seemingly 

arbitrary, aloof and dominating is in fact a "male mother:' He takes care of the 

heroine in contrast to the other man, a dependent nebbish. The hero bosses her 

around but it's for her own good, just as her mother did. He nurtures her, and 

women are starved for nurturance, having spent so much energy taking care of 

others. (The same pattem seems to be repeating itself in lesbians taking care of 

gay men with fund-raising for aids, etc. Straight women take care of straight 

rnen, and gay women take care of gay men. Plus ~a change, plus la méme 

chose.) When I read the article I was so struck by the similarity between the 

Harlequin hero and my former Jover that I phoned Angela in Nova Scotia to tell 

her I realized why the relationship meant so much to me. For example, Angela 

writes of the Harlequin hero who tells the heroine not to go out riding in a 

storm. She is caught in a storm, soaked and chilled. The hero takes care of her, 

drying her off and bathing her feet in warm water. 

While I know enough not to go out in a storm, she would do such things as 

reminding me to take my meds, until I remembered it myself, to nap at around 

f~ur in_ the afternoon, when she noticed I became tired and irritable (my 

C1rcad1an rhythm), and persuading me not to write a nasty note to my then 

lawyer. She tol~ me not to because she might want to return to Chicago and be 

faw partners w,th that woman. l.ater she admitted she had no intention of doing 

so, but s~e thought ~Y letter would harm me. My therapist asked me if I didn't 

feel manipulated; 1 sa,d "No" because it was only t d M 

importantly she flew in for a M . or my ~n goo . ore 

alleged deadline for my man e~on5ahl Day weekend enabling me to make an 
uscript. e supervised fi • h. h . 

proofread it, and shipped it off to my pubr h inis ing t e typing, 

San Diego and Boston, and started pa k' is er. She also packed me up out of 

hada moving relationship And she tofd '"8 m~ out of los Angeles. I said we 

clothes altered, my car füc~, which resta:,e ere to get my hair cut, my 
an s to eat what at, and also, since 



Femme and Butc#t 95 

1ft upper-upper class WASP, what the off1eial norms of behavior were 
a~ys r\ght in those practical areas. Together I thought there was • 

-.ni we couldn't do, since our strengths were complementary. For example 1 
-,Id explaln women, ''them:' to her, and she would explain law to me. ' 

AS A DAUGHTER OF IMMIGRANTS THERE ARE LACUNAE IN MV 
SOCIALIZATION about many ~orms. 1 feel alone and afraid in a world I never 
made (nor did any of my relat1ves). 1 ama luftmensch, feet firmly planted in the 
air. And I have no earth in my chart. 

like a mother she would encourage/pressure me to do the "right thíng' vis 1 
vis my family, e.g., send my mother clippings referring to me. She insisted I take 
rrr-¡ mother to lectures when I was in Santa Barbara where my mother lived, and 
she talked to my father to make sure I would not be cut out of his will. 1 know 
that had she been in New York with me I would have visited my aunt in a 
nursing home in Long \sland. Generally she made my reach exceed my grasp. 
None of my other lovers of either gender would have tried to run my life the 
way she did, even for my own good, because the men were hippies and the 
women feminists ... 

A friend of mine says that her lover, who is butch even though they are not in 
a formal role relationship, is the only mother she ever had. 

Eight months after I last saw her, when my purse was stolen in New York, 
including the keys to the apartment I was sitting, my first thought was, if she 
were there, she would tell me how to handle it with a minimum of angst and a 
maximum of effectiveness. 

This is about roles. One of my friends, who used to be in roles, said that 
nothing is worse than a forced relationship. 1 think lots of things are worse. For 
many of us, those like my friend, restriction on our autonomy is the worst fact 
we can imagine. For others, including me, breach of trust, ABANOONMENT, IS 
OUR PARTICULAR NIGHTMARE. The former, were they in roles, would be 
butch. The latter would be femme. And we are attracted to each other, usually 
with disastrous results. 

So, you might ask, if such women attract each other, and at least at first meet 
each other's needs, what is the probleml The problem is that almost no 
individual woman under patriarchy in fact has the power to guarantee the safety 
of a woman either from structural (societal) or individual harm. Remember 
there is no individual solution? lt's true. And depending on another person as 
an individual to take care of you leads to the same learned helplessness, the 
same lack of autonomy and probably low self-esteem that is endemic in 
heterosexual women, particularly those with no source of power and esteem 
outside their love relationship. lt is true that Lesbian feminists should not have 
put down women who ~ere in roles .. But th~re is no need to v~lor~e or 
romanticize a relationsh,p grounded in dominance and suborchnat,on. 
Dominance is dominance, eroticized though it may be, and whether or not the 
domlnant person is female or male. This is a data based statementl 

Pauline Bart 



... l't t,een lollrd that identity, toward prlde and 

._ • ...,.. lhll what I mean by it is the same as or even 

... ..,. .... .._ ,._ MNnS by lt, but l've done a lot of thinkfng 

... ltllt .. Dllflft.tMl, 1hepolftical analysis of my life's as mucha part of .............. 
,..lhlle/l'isifttheP15tlhoush, rightl I dont think so. 1 remember about 

te,-s• ... fn on 1 1nd very funny party conversation in which 

•a.Id 9!t I mnsenSln among a half.cJozen dykes on who was butch and 

ww feMtAe in our town. The,e were women we couldn't assign of course; 

•-- wry few disagreements. So it's not exactly a historical question. 

l'saalher, ,et inOther, coming out, to admit (catch the verbl) to other 

ll!sbin dllt ,,ou're butch and ifs a serious, pennanent identity. You can joke 

about • al rWt, but no one really wants to daim it: there's the risk of ridicule, 

rudens, miscellaneous social weirdness. 1 think (along with Linda Strega) that 

bulches • the queers of the lesbian community: we're also the most visible of 

lesbians, thus either heroes or something shameful to be hidden and denied 

(depending on the spirit of the times). 
1 was butch long before f was out to myseff; an ofder dyke who met me 

during my mercifully brief experiment with heterosexuality immediately said to 

my best friend Ca lesbian also) that l'd "make a fine baby butch one of these 

days." Fortunately no one repeated the remark to me at the time, but years later 

J read it for a compliment and accepted itas such. (lt can be a .harsh criticism, 

though, from some women's mouths.) I certainly made a bid for being the 

butch of the pair when I was with men (which confused them). 

fve never seen butchdom as a cardboard replica of masculinity; never met a 

~ch who feh to me, socially, like a man; never felt from a butch the sense of 

•mpending violence that underlies most male social congress. The women l've 

met who offensively imitate men have seemed to me to be playing - dressing 

up to .s~ock and amaze, not living a life, if you follow me, but doing an act for 

an evening. rve heard of butches who were violent exploitative etc. - 1·ust 
neveryet ' ' 
ª ti met one. Many butches of my experience have an almost exaggerated 
oen eness, an awareness th h 
themselves (I contrast . ~t t ey are pow~rful people and have to behave 

capable who bel' hth15 with the all-out v1olence of which women are 
• . ,eve t emselves we k d I . 
ins,gnificant to do ha h .ª an power ess: feel,ng that they are too 

Perhaps l've been lea~'!1, t eyhexerc,se no self-control and fee/ no responsibility). 

Radical fem. . ' rng a s eltered life. 
. rn1sm ,orced me out f h I 

earl1est kidhood. I feel (agreein w~ t e e oset, _though I was queer from 

extends back into childhood hg ith Strega agarn) that my own butchdom 
of femi • • , t at I knew t 
knew 1;in,ty Were the trappings of 1 ª ª very early age that the trappings 

was nev:: ~'::ke<! ridiculous in "gi:,:~1:han~ that I ~anted no part of them. I 

Awent, . lly indoctrinated • , 1 es, and res,sted them womanfully· 
-, as ,t does '",ema e m h' ' 

to ali of us), never lear asoc ~sm (though it got to me to an 
ned to en1oy endless pointless 
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llll!lteftt and 1mposed fragility and letting the boys wín .. 1 longed for two 

tlllftllt competence and dignity. Those two things, for me, are at the heart of 

1,utehdom. 
1 loved a straight woman f or three years, which is another old story; all I want 

to say about her here is that she wouldn't hold hands wíth me on the street 

because I looked too butch; and from her I first heard the deadly old song of 

"you're just like a man;' on various occasions and with varyíng levels of 

lndirection. (Those bruises still hurt badly.) In the end she went back to loving 

men, which makes the objection a little strange; but my poínt is the near-

universal butch experience of being told you're like a man when you know 

you're the one person on earth that men hate and fear most: the woman who 

acts like a full human being. 
By which I mean, the woman who wears clothes that she can move freely in, 

that are comfortable, that she can work in, that last a long time and take littfe 

care, that protect her body from the acquisitive eyes of men. The woman who 

doesn't automatically smile and shuffle for every man she encounters. The 

woman who walks with her own purpose and not for other peoplés 

entertainment. The woman who looks both capable of defending herself and 

ready to do so. The woman who does not obey. The woman who is in revolt 

against enforced femininity, who claims for herself the right not to dress and act 

and talk "like a woman" (meaning, like a toy). lt's all been said forme already, 

but I can't emphasize it enough: butches are what so many, many women 

would be if women had any freedom at all. 
l'm also a man-hater (in the sense that I think we'd all be a lot better off 

without them and I don't mind saying so), but I don't think all butches are~-

haters. Certainly not all butches are feminists. 1 obviously don't see an inherent 

contradiction between being butch and being feminist, since I think l'm both. 1 

do think there's a contradiction between being a "femmé' and being a feminist, 

beca use most of what I call "femminess" is the replication of that servile and 

manipulative feminine routine they tried to implant in ali of us. In general, 1 

don't like femmes. (Paula Mariedaughter has given me something to think 

about, though, and my best friend in the world has always said she's ~ore 

femme than otherwise. 1 suppose l'm saying I don't like 'femmy behaviour' -

manipulation, placation, the powerless act, deliberate incompete:_ce, etc.) 

You're expected to like femmes, if you're butch; it's part of the. hkebea man" 
ed t hare men's oppressive auty 

myth, as far as I can see. You're expect 5 f erlessness and cuteness. 

standards, and to be charmed by femmy d1splays o women as pretty 

Of course, l've been trained (as ha~e all of us) to :n7::iion, but in the end 

and desirable, and l'm very susceptible to f~m~; any !oman acting like a child 

it makes me angry. lt makes me very ª"try i:; straight or lesbian; l'm no more 

and wearing full femme drag, whether _s he traight women (but then 99% of 

comfortable with most femmes than w;: u:ually don't stay straight for long). 

straight women act femme, and the re 



\J...,: ltlt tlfutll to hfde •• • qut1r. 1 
talM.._ N be• .-1 coward to for 

.. ,a blcaute I hite beln1 stared at, l'm 
._ flell out of me to deaf wfth ft ali the 

.. ,.-lfvt up, 1 cant let them drlve me back 
eflhe obedfent woman . 

........ Niphemalla as the symbofs of oppression 

7 M '1.1111 ........ t t 111dled my brain. To me, being butch is an ethicaf 

.............. lln(e, 4,ut in my heart I feel it's not a choice at ali; it 

.... •• 111.1111 t would be anyway, regardfess of ali else. lt's more than a 
,a•ace l. dMIU¡. fewelry, shoes; more than a haircut. Butches have a 

c6mal .....,thatenbraces but exceeds mere costumes. Judy Grahn has 

r, caloll II tboat 1 (in Another Mother Tangue), and l've wondered about it. 

"lllae• latiam who "dress butcff for a dance ora party, and it's just a game. 

•• l\ mrsoul l'm talking about, aiíd I can't clarify that one much further. 

Mr spirilull • is wrsue and mostly I ignore it, but f have the conviction that 

thac's a spirilUII dimension to this much-maligned identity of mine. 
- huldles protectors, waniors, defenders of women and children (as men 

..-.,..d to be)l Maybe, but that function has surely been stolen from us. Most 

m the huldles l've known and the one l've been, have needed a lot of 

pm&:tion themselves fro~ a hateful world; have tried to protect their own 

wlnerable souls, stand their ground, insist on their dignity, hide their griefs. 

What does it mean, emotionally, to be butchl I think that varíes with every 

individual woman. Sorne butches make it through life with a poker face; 1 cry 

when I hurt. Some butches want a lover, even a nuclear fesbian family; 1 want 

solitude and independence. I don't think you can generaf ize about emotional 

needs between butches and femmes: I don't think that "femmes are more 

committed to monoga~ or that "butches don't talk about their feelings;' etc. 

1 want to mention a few specifics of butch/femme interaction that spring out 

ª! me from my own life. A lot of women see butches as a challenge of sorne 

kmd. There's some heavy covert antagonism around - internalized 

;º"!~P~obia, or maybe "you're getting away with something (not submitting to 

emm,~rty) and l'm jealous, so f'II give you a hard time'' - I don't know. Butches 
come rn for a lot of te • • • 
Play. -r.0 . , 1 . asmg, testmg, aggravat,on of various kinds, in the name of 

• " me ,t ,ee s hke q b .. b , 
to feminize b t h ueer- a,tmg, ut ,rom dykes. Everyone is always trying 
, u e es, or to see how much wft ti 
,eminization (your frie d d . re rea y prepared to resist 
slippers, just to see if :u'II el,berately offers to lend you her most "frou-frou" 

And lastly, irs a kinJ of . 7ar them; what do you do nowl) 
defines and defends it· f vio ence to refuse a butch her identity, however she 
expl • • can remember a lot of • d , ' 

a,n to a lover why it h pa,n an ,rustration trying to 

was a femme-worc1, and o:::: when she call~ me "beautiful:' To me that 
(gut) level an insult. There's a lot of struggle 
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Femmeat1dB 

0, not) be(ween lovers about thit kínd of thing. f 

to 51ay that way for a while; but one of my bi aª~~ 

P"" af beíng anyone's lover is the proces d nxfeties 

t, ~, and the fear of beíng dí~espected for íL I think ': 

tt, d h coming out as queer to stra,ght people: 1 don':t want h 

tt,arY t an 
' mue 

itie"1~ ,nuch out, so many questions: can femmes exploit butches a think 

rltlfl left butches be lovers (queers among the queer!)l H~·e you 
1 ... twº . · • UY' ever seen 

())1 can rn into a butch? Vice versa ( 1 have)l What about the sense of ff. 

, (eltl~~ ;~en you (butch) find yourself ~eplaying ingrained femme routi~ 

t,etraY¡ave to you all. To no other ~a~zme, no other editors, 1 think, coufd 1 

MY trusted this awkward and d1ff1cult stream of thoughts. 

have en DeQarke 

Most discussions on butch/femme relations get stuck in the problems we 

eate when we copy heterosexual models. 1 am indebted to Linda Strega (LE 

~~3) for cutting thr~u~h that clutter and zeroing in on fundamentals, such as the 

essential charactenst1cs of butch and femme and the essential politics of our 

relations. Linda reminds us that butch and femme personalities are determined 

atan early age in response to the hets' efforts to control us via indoctrination in 

the feminization process. We either refuse to participate in that process (butch) 

or acquiesce in it, however reluctantly (femme). 

1 share this author's assumption that butch personafity traits go far be-¡ond 

mere "tomboy" characteristics or emulation of male roles. The rejection of the 

feminization process in childhood and early teens is prompted largely by our 

sexual/sensual/friendship relations with our mothers and sisters. The rebellion of 

young lesbians is a profoundly political act because it challenges the power of 

fathers and brothers within the nuclear family. The butch fesbian, by rejecting 

feminization, affirms her own attraction for other femares in her househofd and 

in other nuclear families. She sees through the indoctrination process and 

rejects it. Femmes may be justas unhappy about feminization but we are/were 

not willing to pay the price of rejecting it. 
.... 

As a femme who is out publicly, 1 recognize the_ import~nce of butch v1s1b1hty 

in finding affirmation of my lesbian identity, espec1ally d~rmg the curr~~t 

de back to dresses makeup and men. Wh,le my essent,a 

femme stampe ·11 f e (1 don't ,believe we can change back and forth), 1 now 

responses are st1 utch lesbians in the front line of dyke freedom 

realize that I have Jomed b . t the feminization process in order to preserve 

fighters, def~nding m~self ~g~¡'~; to other dykes sexually, sensually andas a 

sorne essent1al space o~ re a ther femmes to do the same, and to use our 

friend. 1 hear Li~da c~ll_,,ng o~ ~ake the lead in vacating patriarchally defined 

sition of relat1ve pnv, ege . , . , 

poi I believe this political strategy is nght on. 
ro es. 



._ fft the opposfte pofftfcal direction (LE 2:1). Her 
~-••-lllll us fWlt badc to oppressfve rofe-playfng. The 

a:1) ts nothfn, less than vicious antf-butch hate 
llM\f! ,._. Silwfra IO explain why it was pubfished. 

Isabel Andrews 

"'211: •-a,mmenrs in tite Editor's lntroduction. - JSJ 

t mnsider ,.el{ butch but I really had to stop and ask myself how/why 1 

aame to dlat idea. What malees up my ideas of butch and femmel Butch - my 

mind conjures upan i,nase of the butch of the past - the bulldyke. What 

ilNilerY that ewkes! Bulldyke. The word comes to us from our own herstory 

with the story of Boadica, warrior queen of the lceni. Roman soldiers in 60 A.O. 

plundered her country and raped her two daughters. She took revenge by 

killing the entire legion. Now we see her in the image of the 50s and 60s, 

dressed in her jeans with the pegged legs, motorcycle boots, worn workshirt 

open at the neck, short hair slicked down, swaggering across the barroom floor 

with her ann around a sweet young thing. lmages provided for me by cheap 

ftO\'els. 
1 sometimes have more difficulty these days sorting us ali out - we all wear 

jeans. lt's how we wear them that separates the butch from the femme. 1 wear 

jeans with my cowboy boots or my high-tops. I wear tailored shirts with button-

down collars, sweaters, or chamois shirts. I buy my dothes in the men's 

department because I like the fit and the style better. 1 have never felt 

comfortable in skirts. My stride is too long and my hips don't roll. 1 look 

ridiculous in lace and peter pan collars. I feel like I belong in my jeans and 

walk in them as though they were part of my body. 1 wear my hair short and 

without curls or waves. lt's that tailored look for me. But looks don't get to the 
core of the matter. 

The other qualities of being butch are more elusive. They are traits that have 

been l~belled •ma~ulin~:" •Masculine" has often been equated with being 

aggr~s•ve and act,on-oriented. ,,Feminine" has been equated with being passive 
emot,onal, and people-oriented. ' 

To me, my butch qual'f 'd . 
and how I relate to m , ,es are ev, _en_t '" two areas: How I relate to the world 

am the one taking carye lovf ehr. In my ,~t,mate relationship I like to believe that I 
. ' o er - not '" a nurtu • b . 

pr,mitive sense (1'11 protect , h rmg sense ut m a more 
you ,rom t e boog· ) 

my woman.• J want her to feel every b't th ,e ~ornan • 1 love to "take care of 

She ~njoys being pampered. 1 know s~ e spec,al woman she is - my lover. 

fine J~b of that for all these years. But ,ec~~~ take care_ of herself. She's done a 

open,ng doors, carrying groceries kee . ho those l1ttle things far her -
the masculine label ' pmg t e car tuned up Those t k 

• . • as s carry 



Femme and Butch 10l 

'out In the world" has always allowed me to be as macho as 1 
h I could be tough and keep up my walls. Those brick walls 

, 1t ,neant to keep people at a re_spectable dístance. Alcohol was the . 

, ,eat ';3ithe bricks in place. 1 d1dn't have to trust or risk much. People 

~, that k.1P1 ake) judgments about me because of my dress and the way 1 • 
,.,, •. -... d stl m _,d• (an with them, . 

1~1,racted. tys perceptions are changmg - ever so slowly. The Women's 

our socieh brought about an awareness that many traits described as 
ent as 11 h • 

~ern. d feminine are actua y uman tra1ts ••• Ali of this has made it 
uhne an • h Id h 

,nasG e to change. 1 now v1f!W t e wor t ru my sober butch PI/es and 
• rfor m h -, 

easie i·zed these are all roles we e oose to play and they are flexible I have 
e rea 1 • . • 

hav sen to modify my role over the years. lt 1s a role l've created for myself. My 

~h? te relationship allows me to develop as the person I want to be _ my 
inuma • f f' • 

has no rigid ,mages or me to 1t mto. 
10\'er l've become a gentler butch and I can all~w her (encourage her!) to pamper 

rne with delightful meals, coffee at my beds1de, clean laundry, mended pants. 

While we each play these roles out and talk about them, we discover over and 

over that we are complementing each other - not playing male or female 

parts. She really can find a spark plug, she just prefers not to. Feeling that I have 

to protect her is an illusion I enjoy. She allows me my illusion for she enjoys 

being taken care of \ike this. 
The wheel of my lif e has tu rned. l've gone from the tough butch to the gentle 

butch. l continue to grow, change, evolve. 
Karen Cameron 

once i was voted "most femme'' on the wimin's land where i lived. other 

wimin have told me they don't see me· as either butch or femme, but i don't 

believe them for a minute. i think they're trying to be "nice." or they think of 

"femme'' as so disgusting that i, their friend, couldn't possibly it. . . 

i don't wear makeup except to costume parties; i don't act pnssy; the wimin 

who attract me are not usually butch. i'm fairly assertive, se~ually ~nd M • ,, 

otherwise. i'm very involved in my work and not interest~ '" playi_ng w1.!e· 
on the other hand, i love clothes that are soft_ and flo::, ªnd ~itt~~~: at 

cooked and done needlework since i was pract1call~.ª is th~ ;,:ceªi most like 

both. i'm possessive and finicky about my ho~se,; calluses or motor oíl on 

to be. i don't enjoy work th~t mak~s you gr~::~ff with sorne loud, buzzing • 

Your hands or where you nsk cutting your d . 
' h r than the nver. 

too\. and i'd rather be t e passe~ge ud of it. just like i'm proud to be a 

i consider myself _femi:ne and I m np:imin have felt oppressed by the 
womon, and a lesb~an. ' know ma y hem. i didn't. my parents gave me a 
"femlnlne" expectat1ons that were put on t 



~:; • NftVof the thfnls that MIi pa,t of tht 
WLll.l:tJ "1N• fNM 11kt dofna them In an atmosphete where 1 •••--••••eftllt other thfngs men expected of me flke 

---•~ ID I dec.ided not to deal with men. f came 'out as a 
1111.~ •~ ••• ;•1 do not like my role being prescribed, whlch Is why f'm 
• •tdld to the buttMemme model. i dream instead of a lover who likes all 
1hefttMIYlhiftsido. 

i don, Wlllt lO be told i'm not femme or that there's something wrong with 
femlne, or lhat i'm "less lesbian" and more het-identified. we all make our 

own choic:es for reasons that come out of our individual backgrounds and 
personaHties. i could argue that butches are "less lesbian" because they're "less 
womanly.' instead of playing more-lesbian-than-thou, why not value each 
wamon's individual choices and skillsl 

i'm very grateful for the lesbian couple who taught me about trading work 
hour for hour, no matter what the work. we as a community still look upon 
patching a roof as harder (hence more valuable) than patching a sweater. 
nurturing, counseling work, which is often extremely draining, is seen as a 
friendly favor we do for our sisters instead of a task that deserves repayment. 
nearly aff of us, myself included, share these beliefs, so they're hard to break. 
the patriarchy instilfed them deeply in us, a long with a I ot of other garbage 
about the worthlessness of females and ali that females do. 

while wére busy expanding the fimits of what wimin can do to include 
everything, let's not forget the things wimin have traditionally done well. let's 
not hold as our only ideal the womon who can do anything a man can do. 

when we fully value everything good that each of us is, then we will have 
developed a truly womon-loving culture. zana 

Butch lmages: 1956-1986 

lt is sometimes assumed that the current interest in butch-femme roles is 
simply a recapitulation of the roles characteristic of the old-time lesbian bar 
scene. 1 will argue that history does not repeat itself. After the radical 
!esbian/feminist analyses which began in the '70s, today it is impossible to plead 

b
,gntohra~ce of t~de ~?1an-hating elements which permeated the traditional 
u e -,emme I ent1t1es. 

1 joined the- lesbian bar culture in th 'd . . 
defined myself as a butch a d . ed e m, -fift1es. 1, l1ke most of my friends 

0 asp,r to be B • B d ' model. Jo was an MP in the A" Fo ª 18 a Butch. Jo was my role 
walk, a wicked grin, and if th ir rce_ - tan, tough, muscled. She had a cocky 
than Jimmy Dean. Jo wo~ ~t~J:;~n called for it, she could pout better 

a motorcycle, and carried a knife. No 



wtth Jds &tris unleH thev wanted to 11!1 punched ouc. And none of 
)dt- atrlt messed atound with the butches - unless theV wanted to &eC slapped. 
M tM ftftles the Ideal butch was barely distínguíshable from the ideal voons 
-,rkln1 class male. A real butch wouldn't have liked quiche .. 

At the time, 1 didn't really have a clear conceptíon d the femme ideal .. Who 
would want to be a femme anywayt To me that meant wasting dme putting 
your hair in curlers, being afraid of everythíng, and not knowing how anything 
worked. Femmes were lesbians who were too sissy or ínadequateto be butch. 
(lt wasn't just sex researchers who thought real lesbíans were masculine.) 

Although femmes were generally too silly to be friends with, 1 sure did fall in 
love with them - and made love to them - nicely. That was the big difference 
between us and the boys. Butches were much better lovers. We knew just what 
felt good and we made very few sexual demands in retum. 1 compared notes 
with my butch buddies. We all agreed that it often didrft work out very well 
when femmes tried to make love to us - they just wererft assertive enough. 
One horny afternoon a couple of us tried to make out. After a lot of confusion 
about who was going to take the lead, we finally had sorne success, but of 
cou rse there was no romantic ecstacy without a femme involved. 

lt's easy to feel nostalgia for the good old, bad old days. (Jo, if yoúre reading 
this, give me a calll) There's a thrill to conquest. There's a thrill to overpowering 
someone, either literally or figuratively. But for me, those old roles were terribly 
crippling and it took a long time to free myself from their grip. 

The hippie-60s brought sorne changes. lf virile young men could go in for 
beads, long hair, incense, poetry and pacifism, then surely a butch was 
permitted to embroider her work shirt or even dress ethnic. But the big break-
through carne with the Women's Liberation Movement. lt was hard for me to 
understand those women (like femmes!) who had taken on traditional feminine 
personality characteristics. "Butch-liberation" was even more difficult. Since 1 
al ready was assertive and knew how to change oil in a car, for a long time 1 
thought feminism had little to say to me personally. Yet, as it turned out, an 
agenda of radical lesbian transformations still awaited me. The items will be 
familiar to readers of this journal - learning to combine strength with 
sensitivity, and to widen our conceptions of sexuality and sensuali~, learning 
the arts of asking without demanding, of accepting without feelin~ ~~debted, of 
taking care of oneself without being selfish, of expanding onés abihties and 
accomplishments while simultaneously empowering others. . 

At this point it seems mad to jeopardize this ethos for the cheap thr,lls of 
black leather jackets and dolly dresses. Today, lesbians have dozens of rol~ 

models, wo'."en w
1
~o;;1:':a~eaJ,¡f :s~:h~~ ~e":,~0°~:e:'~~: :::;e:c= f~r 

books, and JOUrna k h 11· lture define for us what is sexy, what is letting the popular pun ~. a ,e cu 
romantic, what is worth hvang for. Noretta Koertse 



... ._Gtlflllb to, ma,.., ,..,. 
t.._ fl "° chat1t1er1titfc °' • or 

fltfs ffil,_ deftnln, tOmeone 11 

\ta -• ft fl • vlbes thln9. I Jutt ,e1 ........ 
••-•-wldltit my lesbf1n friends were caHln1 

t .. lbtUIIII Qal¡uf Ne, becluse I dress Butchler than my 

lltzlll'I. l•11t ftll "-'tllld dt IPC)kenl No, because my f"-emme friend 

..:.....,.,,........ MW-• ........,_, lecause I am more passlve than my 

t ndltll•w-~ to herdedsk>nsl No, because my Butch friend 

.Zll•••w-- herft!mme lcwer. Because I am attracted to Butchesl No, 

len m •--•..,._to femmes. There just isn't a clear reason why. But 

•rllalr I•& A!mme. (1his is an identity I have resisted for a long time, l'm 

walecnure oflhe bid ,ep femme's get in the lesbian community.) 

tn _.epiniclft, íemme/Butch is a simulated sexism internalized within our 

hll:ia, OIIRIIIUllities As products of a sexist patriarchal society it does not 

Sllrpaise me that it happens. Ido not like it. 1 feel it is limiting and harmful to 

hod. fenmes and 8utches. 
I andetstand that in the 50s this type of role activity was essential to the 

ecisle.llCE of lesbian community. lt was the ticket to a lesbian existence in a 

strict worfd where such a thing was forbidden. The similarity that Femme/Butch 

created between lesbian relationships and straight relationships somehow made 

it 0K for lesbian relationships to exist (minimally only, but nonetheless exist). 1 

see this same het-approval system now. Straights are still much quicker to 

acc.ept lesbian relationships when they follow the het model than when they are 

uniquely lesbian. 
Femme/Butch still exists. Now the definition is vague, unlike in the 50s when 

the rules were clear . .. When I first heard of Femme and Butch the discussion 

usually left me angered and hurt. Now I know more of where the pain carne 

from. The comments made too nearly ápproximated sexism. Some examp/es 

are: "'She throws like a Femme: "Good luck getting her to talk about her 

feelings, she's such a Butch!" '7he last thing l'd ever want to be is a Femme:' or 

"'Look out for those assertive Femmes!" Comments like these are hurtful and 

foster limiting stereotypes about lesbians. 
Take "'She throws l'k Fe 

thli . ' eª mme." A more helpful comment would be, "She 

out"::tl,kehno ~hne has ever shown her how to throw;' or "She throws like she is 
ouc w,t her body.' Rephras. th . . . 

stereotype « "Fe ,, • mg e s,tuat,on m this way takes the 

opportuniti: fo mmes, and more accurately describes the situation such that 
r reso ve are opened Throw· 1 1 

ondition of her Femmenes • mg poor Y no onger is an inevitable 
s. 

Judy Brow 



,atltffl and Radicalism" bv Brunet and Turcoae lE l:1 
nd agreed with much of your article, it was hafd to • 'áhouah 1 

1 unet's introduction, "The existence of síx million r pasa the ínitial 
111 8~ithln thls English-speaking continent ¡5 rarely re«,p~ 
lt~~ers in the u.s~ {my em_phasis) What of the Native 1~ bv our 
n flrst and are rarely - lf ever - recognízed? Th"'11 , women who there . . -, are 10feed to <,-,.L rsh and French mstead of theu cmn language? Another sad . 

t,Oth En8 1 f na <>m1ssion? 

. e you asked for my opinion, 1 will give it. 1 think that the "Fem 
s,nc ' M" d b b h d d me and h" and I s & e ates are ot ea ends and a waste of ti nd 

su~~ next issues cover more tapies than those. me, ª 1 hope 
yo 

Feministically yours, 

Cherie Lyn 

1 found the out\ine for your Readers' Forum on sex worrying in its implicit 
assumptions. You say, "lt is the editor's observation that non-S&M lesbians tend 
not to write or ta\k pub\ic\y about actual\y doing sex~ From what l've read, 
sadists ta\k about cutting, burning, branding and ra~ing - well, naturally, 1 tend 
not to ta\k about those when l'm talking about sex. 1 talk about them when l'm 
talking about violence, muti\ation and oppression. lt has often been said that 
rape is not about sex but about men asserting power over women - are you 
suggesting it's sexual when women do it? 

Your out\ine ends, "\t's my belief that if the S&M conflict is to take us 
anywhere this [no explicit sexl situation must change~ Why do we expect 
Sadism to take us anywhere? Why should we seek desperately for something 
positive in that nasty business? Why can't we say it's brutal, brutalizing and 
mu~erou~ . 

Nor has it been my experience that lesbians do not talk or wnte a~ut sex. 
Seems to me our poetry and novels are ful\ of it. 1 prefer it described m terms 

d l. . 1 because I find that a lot more which inc\ude the abstract an po ttica . Radcl·'"e Hall's dots: 
h Id,, h puts what" But m any case Y" interesting than t e o w O . . ·,, have been amply filled with both 

" and that night they were not d1v1ded R I June Arnold Djuna Barnes, • • • • • by· Jane u e, ' metaphorical and literal descnptions • . Ann Bannon Elizabeth Riley, 
Audre Lorde, Lee Lynch, Andrea l~~e~:"julia Penelope: Cheryl Clarke, f 
contributors to Common Uves/Les ,an ~en~ioning the more sub~le ima~ery o 
Minnie Bruce Pratt, to drop Barrington or the symbohc Momque 
Suniti Namjoshi, Adrienne Rtc , u 
Wittig). 



lt.r.Mlftl mtNI oftM fn,,n 11..,.11 
...... for IOffllthlftl nepttw to 

••• - .. ,. .. "'-e ... wrv thort lleps behwen; 

• 
_. -..I Pllttfce" end •non•SM lesblans 

- ••----lnd "s&M has srown up because of 
..... , ~---• felPOl\slble for what we abhor. 

llllNIIU\ 1li .._.,ataal Wl>ffiln joumalfst brought up resbian 
ure-t •n &111111 •--llue. f ald l found ft oppressive. She said she found 

"f[); 1 g S 41- f 11111 f.._.,•~, radst, and anti-semftic. She said she 
.. • 111th tlfrll ad lhodcfna, and she Hked to have her thoughts provoked . 

......... tlrMf'insutttng~rism, and hoped she would not think of 
'1111:ctlle N. Mican wornen's health group she was seeing next how 
.. ,J n-.,hefound dltoridectomy. Her later article accused Onlywomen 
fltea.1hecDlleeti..e I worfc with, of not mentioning sado-masochism. 

Obwously fN!t joumalists have their own problems, but there seems such 
defu.siveness among lesbians towards Sadism, as though we thought we were 
.. ..,_-.ble for it, as though this joumalist's "fascination" should have been 
l)anden!d to. The tone of your Readers' Forum outline reminded me strongly of 
the off our backs review of on our baclcs Ouly '85) finding lesbian Sadism and 
pomography a "challen~," stating that "those who have risen up against and 
written apinst S/M haven't come up with an erotica to challenge it:' This is 
absolutely ludicrous. Must we manufacture a sugar-free, non-ulcer-producing 
chewing gum before we tell smokers they are polluting our lungs? 

In Sisterhood, 
Anna Livia 
London 

P.S. I find lesbian Ethics really interesting and supporting and 1 appreciate all 
the hard work you put into it. 



Noc.on-
Mr lplnlter. Dyke homeopath, wltch, and girl nune. 1 wlH be part of 
rtlna a blophilic sanctuary in the count,y where wímmín can come and 

unleash their OY1n healing force, unimpeded bv meno, medicine. 

Ruston. l'm 33, from Aotearoa (the Maorí, rightful name for New Zealand). 
Carne out in WLM, 1975, a Lesbian Separatist since 1976. rm an ex-het fem 
who resisted marriage and motherhood. European-descent (Welsh-lrish-English), 
xtian-raised (protestant), middle class. 1 met Bev and linda in 1983 through our 
shared politics about roles and heterosexism, which we'd developed 
independently in our respective countries. 

Bev Jo. Never-het, working class, ex-catholic, 35-year-old U.S. Oyke of lrish, 
English, Cerman, and French ancestry (all parents and grandparents U.>.bom), 
with a hidden disability. 1 knew I was a Dyke from an early age and carne out 
before the Women's Movement. With political support and with the intention to 
fight roles, 1 later carne out as Butch. l've been a Dyke Separatist since 1972. 

linda Strega. 1 am a 44-year-old, working class, ltalian-descent U.S. Oyke, ex-
catholic, with a hidden disability. An ex-het Fem who resisted marriage and 
motherhood, 1 carne out through the U.S. Women's Movement in 1972, and 
have been a Dyke Separatist since 1973. Ruston, Bev and I are working together 
on a book called Heterosexism Among Lesbians: The Politics of Self-Betraya/. 

Morgan Grey lives in a Vermont cow pasture with three black cats and dreams 
of life on a ringed plant. 

Julia Penelope is currently a visiting associate professor of women's studies at 
washington university in St. Louis. She's teaching 20th century Lesbian novels 
this semester and will teach ''Women, Language, and Reali~ for the first time in 
the spring semester. She's also quite busy marketing D.Y.K.E. (Do You Know 
Enough?), the "trivia" game about Lesbian lives and culture, with two other 
Dykes, and trying to find financia! backing to start a Dyke publishing company. 

She is happy and definitely not bored! 

Judy freespirit. 1 live in Berkeley where l work as a secretary in the College of 
En ineerin (under an assumed name, of course). After work_ 1 entera phone_ 

g h he~e I quickly undress (it's not easy for a fat woman_ m one of_th~ t_my 
~oot ; b ths) and emerge in my true persona as fat d,sabled agmg Jew1sh-
little p one dook ·t about town who believes that things could be a lot 
workmgclass Y ewn er . 

and (Reagan willing) probably w1ll. 
worse, 
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ele Mantreal, a neYJ collectively ru~ archive, o~ene_d in 
lie. 'Thelr objectives are to collect informat,on on les~1ans an 
around the W'Orld, to ínitíate discussion, and to estabhsh a center 

. Thev need materials, supplies, and financíal support. Contact 
nlelle Chagnon, C.P. 13, Succ. De lorimier, Montreal, Quebec 

needs your donations to keep publishin~ WomanNews, PO Box 
Statlon, New York, NY 10014. 

pen 
is actively seeking fiction works in two specific genres: 

ital intrigue/spy novels and science fiction/fantasy. They want 
well grounded in the genre and not simply cosmetícally l.esbian in 

Box 10543, Tallahassee, FL 32302. 

Guidelines for Authors 

1an Ethics is a forum for lesbian feminist ethics and philosophy, with an 
is on how lesbians behave with each other. We welcome essays, 

, translations, Letters to the Editor, and responses to material which has 
red in LE. LE does not publish poetry or fiction. Only original material will 

onsidered. 
e invite one page treatments of possible articles. The deadline for LE 2:3 

ders Forum (Sex) is February 28, and tentative deadline for the LE 3:1 Forum 
dical Lesbian Spirituality) is May 31. Write to inquire about deadlines for 

rtlcles. Type ali manuscripts double-spaced. Send an SASE if you want your 
manuscript returned, and an SASP if you want us to acknowledge receipt of 
your manuscript. 
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