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Editor's I ntroduction 

With this issue Lesbian Ethics happily begins her sccond year. 1 feel, and m.any 
of your letters say that you also feel, that LE Is part of a resurglng radical l~bian 
spirit. Frankly, 1 never imagined there would be such a strong response to LE, J 
didn't know so many of us were out there. The resurgence is occurring in other 
countries as well; the British lesbian journal Cossip (see their ad at the back of 
this issue) has recently published their first issue, and are reprinting Julia 
Penelope's Mystery of Lesbt'ans. lnquiries and correspondence to LE from abroad 
continue to increase. 

So, if you want to continue rece1ving this hot 1tem, Puhleeze, 1 must repeat,. 
WHEN VOU MOVE SENO LESB/AN ETHICS YOUR NEW ADDRESS. Le5b1an 
Ethics is ma,led bulk, and is not forwarded to you or returned to us if you've 
moved. GIVING THE POST OFFICE YOUR FORWARDING ADDRESS DOES 
NOTWORK. 

The Reader's Forum top1c for the next issue (Summer) 1s Femme and Butch . 
(Are you femme, butch, neither, both? Are you tryíng to change, have you 
changedl Whyl Why notl How? Or any other aspect of the topic that co~cerns 
you. 1 particularly encourage you to define _the terms as carefully as poss1ble.) 
Hopefully Linda Strega's challenging paper in LE 1:3 h~s al~e~dy started you . 
thinkang and ,-vríting; and in fact two responses occur in th1s 1ssue. The deadhne 
for issue 2:2 is May 31. 

The Forum toplc for issue after next (fall) is SEX. (Notice l a~o,ded any cheap 
tricks to grab your attention, such as pairing SEX with words l1ke money, !'ower,. 
greed, pam, or danger.) CWhat role does sex play in your l1fe, what does 1t _mean 
to youl How do you do sexl What _is t~e rel~tionship betw~en your fantas1es 
and your practicel What do you th,nk ,s eth1cal and uneth1cal sexuallyl In 
particular I hope that lesblans who don't practice S&M w1II tJlk about ho~ you 
do practice sex, because currently it seems that S&M is being equated w1th 
l~bian se>< by default.) The deadline for issue 2:3 is Sept. 15. 

In this íssue the cores of the •oear Lez" and 'What Works" concepts have 
been transformed into what w1II hopefully be a regular LE feature, Nexus, a 
place where we can share our successes. with and ask our questions to each 
other. The other papers in the is~ue befare you sp..1n three layers of our 
exlstence. Sarah Hoagland's piece talks about the ethics of our personal 
interactlons with each other, as does Paula Mariedaughter's d1scussíon oí femme 
and butch. Sheila Jeffreys and Pe-nelope Seator are both wnting about the ethics 
of our polltical behavior. And Ruth Byrn, Ariane Brunet & louise Turcotte and 
Eloise Healy give us vís.ions of Amazons to dance in our heads. Enjoy the~ alL 

Jeanette S1/veira 



Lesbian Ethics: Some Thoughts 
on Power in Our lnteractions 

Sarah Lucia Hoagland 

This ,s part of a chapter irom my manuscript, lesb,an Ethics: Toward a New Valuat,on. My overall thes1s, throughout my work is that the norms we've absorbed from dominant anglo-european ethical theory promote dominance and submission through control (what I call heterosexua/;sm) rather than 1ntegrity through interpersonal relat1ons, and that the former thwarts while the latter encourages the successful weaving of lesb1an community. 1 try to talk about moral agency within the context of oppression, while trying to avoid both victimism and blaming the victim. My goals in writing this material have been, fi~t. to develop something meaningful for myself, second, to encourage deep le~bian d,scussion, and third, to give voice to my vísion of lesbian focus and tesbian community as crucial to our exi~tence as lesbians. 
In this paper I want to challenge our idea of power as control. l want to challenge the use of power-over or control, including domination under the trad1t1onal ethical just1fication oí paternalism, and argue that this use has infected lesb1ans ltves and community. When our understanding of power is control and when we believe that to be political or good or effective we must have power in a situation, we will wind up tryíng to control ourselves and each other. In a number of ways th1s concept of power as control undermines rather than enhances our moral agency, and ít leads us to confuse bonding with binding. 

Power 

Theoreticians within traditional anglo-european ethics have remained largely silent on the tapie of power as a factor in ethical choice.1 Presumably this is because they think that the concept of power is more adequately covered by the discipline of polítical science; power is thought to be more of a political issue than a personal, moral one. And certainly power is largely a política\ 
concept in that it very often íncludes consideration of state control of 



,-conrrof of economic r~ources, technology, 

,nf·Wií..:MWéfiilh (¡Jcommand. Moral consider,1ti~ns, on the ' 

odw:I' 1'líW4 • co centfC ,round personal cholces and mteractions such as 

haw e.o• ot1iers, how io condud our ~«airs, how to be good. and how to 

~~nt'V ft w femtnists who argued thar the per~onal is poltticaf. z Simone 

de 8uuYOir st•rted m.iny \\ornen thinking about the caregory o( 'woman: 

partecut,rrv howwomttn '" defined essentially clS Other in relation tomen.> 

Betty fl'iftf¡n sr.rted a number oí women thínking c1bou1 men's control of the 

media. in particular about the images of "'Ornen prevalent in popular magazines 

during worfd war ti when women were needed in rhe work force, as contrasted 

w1th the irnages pm-alent after world war ii during the back-lo-lhe-household 

fflOVffllent which returned the jobs to men. • Kdte Millett brought attention to 

the fact that the relationship betlveen the sexes was po/itical. fxpanding the 

definition ol pofitics from "methods or tactics involved in managing a state or 

govemmenf to "a set o( strategems designed to maintain a system;' Kate Millett 

argued 1hat •pofitics refers to poo-er-structural relationshíps, arrangements 

\\'hereby one group o( persons is controlled by another:'s 

Women emerging írom civil rights and anti-war activism, as we/1 as from 

SOCtalist and leftist or from anarchist pol,tical activism brought what they had 

leamed, particularfy (from socic1lism) how the material cond1tions of our /1ves 

.affect our choices and (from c1narchism) how violence done by police is not 

qual,tatively different (rom \'iolence done by outlaws (it is different only in 

degree of o,ganization and exrent of effect). And consciousness-ra ising groups 

~ng upas women began articulating how what seems to happen, beca use of 

individual circumstances, to one woman in fact happens to the vast majority of 

women. Detectíng patterns which suggested these events were political and 

occurred not because of individual moral choices a woman made but instead 

simply ~ause she was a woman and despíte her choíces, feminist 

th~caans ~n íocusing on connections between the personal and the 

pof,trcal, epec,ally on the power structures in personal relationships. 

As a ~lt. power carne to be recognized as a factor not only in matters of 

5tale ~t '" the privacy of personal interactions; among other things we 

recogmzed the power of the state extends to personal interactions. We 

besan explormg how d · · · 
1...• ommat,on 1s enforced and maintained by mea ns less 

Ouv1ous and more pervas· th .. 
And fent' . ,ve an overt state, m1l1tary, and economic mea ns 

wh' h ~•515 went on to investigate and explore the more subtle mea ns by· 

• t~ pe7:eated women's and lesbians' lives - the power of 

ol 'I, 
0 an~uag:/ the power of suppressing images,8 the power 

al =al :and ,:cept,on, the power of access and definition, 'º the power 

ps, and on and on. We began to understand how these 

per,,o,;,t~ used ::petuate subtle as well as obvious constraints on our 

mora ices. We also began to claim our own powers, the 



Lesbian Ethia: Some l 

rs of speaking, of consclousnffi.raislng, of ~rganizing, of producing, ef 
=ng. And we found the essential connectton an our Uves. As the carpen.-

tells 1t: 

Look, 1 reallv donl believe that anyone can work for a revolution ~parate and 
distinct f rom nan own personal happiness or love-needs. Such a ~non 
wouldn't h~ve anv way of knowing the d,fference between what 1s true and 
v.hat is false. lt isn't that we're trying to do two things al once - s, t upa 
counterl,fe and work for a revolutlon; the two are halves of the same whole 
and the absolutely essent,al thing is to keep ¡uggling them. 12 

In our individual and collective interactions with each other, we found 
elements of the dominant ideology we'd been exposing. We found we were 
using the dominant power particularly against each other in the forms of 
racism, anti-semit1sm, classism, ageism, sizeism, as well as sexism and 
heterosexism. We then tried to control each other with political rules and that 
resulted in a lesbian backlash of sadomasochistic theory and laissez-faire, "l'm 
o.k., you're o.k." pohtics. And our u.,e of breast-beating, vulnerability, and self• 
exposure resulted, not in growth and discovery and transformation so much as 
in gu,lt-tripping and manipulation, in an effort to try to control each other and 
to force the political direction of lesbian moving. Finally, we tried to prove our 
oppression and our intentions, if not our purity, by pointing the finger at others. 
We argued we were powerless, yet we had and still have quite an arsenal of 
weapons. 

Now it is not my intention or within the scope of this book to offer an 
analysis of the concept o( 'power'; or perhaps I should say the concepts of 
'power; since my use of the word in the prevíous paragraphs includes severa! 
different ideas. But there are certain key aspects within the concepts of 'power' 
which I find significant to lesbian interaction and hence to Lesbian Ethics. Those 
exploring lesbian and women's spiritualíty often distinguish between 'power-
over' and 'power-from-within:u 

'Power-over' 1s a matter of dominance, forcing others, of bending them to our 
will through a variety of overt and covert methods. lt is the power of control, 
and our attention is riveted on those who blatantly exercise it, because it is 
backed by coercion, threats, and instances of destruction. 

'Pow~r-from-wit~in; on the other hand, is a matter of centering and remaining 
steady in our env1ronment as we choose how we direct our energy. Audre 
Lorde talks oí our sexual energy as power, as a resource within us and a source 
of knowledge.14 'Power-from-wíthin' is the power of ability, choice and 
engagement. lt is creative and hence it is an affecting and transforming 
but not an imposing power. ..,.., .. ~r, 



. ;/,• 

_. .-,.-r ,, , nwin focu• In u.s. '°'lt-ty a = tll ¡¡o,,1111' M f'ICCllllitt,• 11 is ffl4!nllally lh" ~r:: 
-~..,,. w,t,.r'' ,rticuf.1red thf.' kl'Y .1Spt'Ct º' thi, Id .W~..::, ,llljllllffll of OM", wtll on thP b!h~vlor of olhf'r Pl'l'loll:.~ 

,A,.,-~--~ tt)f!lt'f from thf latln podrrf.16 ar,d tht' old fren ·h 

..,..~ w11e11 fllM 1ubdilV, O,MIII dktionary drfinition~ leod 10 e =- 111,_
....., (I> poM'fl' •j •bdity, t1) power ,1, control o, .1uthor1ty, and 

flJ ptlii'lf ,s ttffflllh o, forct, HowM'· 1n ont' way <>t .1nother, alf thesr. ldeJ~ 

• ID bt pla)'fCI oul in Ollf socífty a\ control, 41\ ont' pNson impos,ng the1r 

wtlf c,n c,thtn throu&h variou, mHn'-' 
W. lff'CI IO •MP s,,.n,th or forr.t tithf.lr in terms of d('struct,on or of 

conuorhns athffl.' en pG\itions oí power tend to collect strength ,1nd 

to,tt ind cranlform th~m ,nro means (sc1nct1ons) wh1ch they can usl' ro 

maant,,n •nd tinhanct th~ir J)0\1t1on, They thereby impose the,r w,11 on others 

thloulh iut1'orit) and control, 1 hus those ~ho use the power of strengrh or 

fortt' tffld to play lt out in ttrms of control. 
Tht idN of power •s abll,t)' is important ,md suggests that we do rccognize 

a1nd .acknowlfdge •~r-from-"'1thin .' ll ~uggests ~orne rich and exciting ideas 

such ,s ,,,., our p<M19rs .m.• a matrer of our <'nergy and abtl,t,es, our capab1f 1t1es 

,1nd 1.1t~ts. and th.ir we (Jn e--.erc,~ power rhrough what we weave, from what 

\W dr•w t.«her and transiorm, rhrough the energy w,th which we focus our 

•tt•nt,on and f'nga~ in rh,s ""''"8· As we develop our abd1t,es we become 

adept "~ pr.ictict- cr.1íts. c1nd Wt' wec1ve tapestnes. 
th,, ,s nor how .ib,luy is develo~d according to the dommant socic1I 

thou9ht. \\',th1n rh,s socíety, 'ab,l,ty' has come to be assoc,ated w,th 'power• 

O\?r'throush che concept of 'cc1use':17 We measure ab,t,ty in terms of our 

cai:,.c,ry to perlorm 'ttíKtl\'efy'; "har I am able to do ,s measured, and ,t ,s 

• Of COUM mt"n ~st urious lunds of power, especi,1lly w1thin their peer group, when 

CJ\Tft ~r-0\-t'r 1s not appropr,ate- S1111, the most powerful Is understood to be the one 

who 1s 1ble to control rhe others whether through covert man,pu/ation of peers or overt 

dom,~uon ol ,ubord,n,Ues. 
b:inf,1n1ft-minmew1les1sanexerc1seof power~over ,n that 1t 1s an attempt to ,mpose 

o s WI on IOfflN>n• dom,nant from a pos1t1on o( subord1nat1on . 

'und ,mh~~!~ one's w,11 on others 1s central to power as developed a nd refined 

tr t e ,itnn> •nd ro1k~ preced ~, .. ,~ JL.-- h ence o~er economIc explo,tat,on when the two are 
,.,_ • ""· rnnc " '11 fConom e ad\'a t r, • 
ittl 

1
n contml nen wh 

1 
' n age w, perpetua te certa,n st,uctures ,n order to 

l~bot:' en •t s not econom1cally feasible For example ,n 

~i:r~n:;:;,~d:~~!,'~:_vnhr,~"hrlturn,ng over
1
some ·of the decis,;n-making to labor 

d ' o- , , .. , Y cons,sten1 y refuses." 

Thefe ª'• of cou~ the notion of force in nat , - (I d 
•"•~nche, hurric1nes and tornados, for exam u, e~'" ~o ~· earthquakes, 11dal wave~. 

Pfft~~ •s forces, they •re approached as fo~~ to o,:e~:~·ninsofa, as they are 

l'Nn's uw. parttcul,uly under the idea that man's íunct1on . t essed and put to work for 

•re P'ftl'I~ as a force which conrrols or wh·ch ,s o control nature. Thus they 
1 man must control . 



me.aliured bv what I un uu~ to h.ippen or w~t I un produce, W. pt# .._ 
,trNt on hc.,w rnpR.- ~nd tht! elf«1, on othein o( our •n11pn1, it,d mor. 
strM, on ou, outpul .1nd product1v1ty. WCt un h•wt lttitt r ,rid 1..,.., G4ltput 
(qu~ntity) if <Jthrr) help wnh ou, pmJPCts. In th,, wJy, '.ahthty' (Offlft to 1M 
<onn«lt"d lo our t~ll'nt for Mt.-tt,nr& othf-FI to lt-nd 1htir effortt lo our own 
nro;('(.t end,. ln\Ofar "' we pttrcrh,e abtl,ty •" a<tual powtor, ttftd to waluaw 
,t in term~ o( ,-.hf'th.-r wtt can gel oth~" to cJu what Wfl w¡nt, 

In othf?r word\, our ilh1l,ty, tf percei1\'ed a, ~r. i\ me,uured by t~ 
~-e·re .iblt- to control other\ and gtt result1. And th.Jt mean, lh.11 the .abthty wt 
tend to recognizta m this SO<.ie-ty Jli powt>r ¡, .1dmm1c.tr•t1\', and nol <.rttl,~f.'1 
Ab,lity el\ powt•r in thl' dominJnt s()(lety is th~ ,1b1l1ty to d~tgnatf t.l\k,, to 
mílk~ ,w¡1gnment\, to mJnJge, to direct, hc1ndle or control othttn. 

As a r~ult, 1n one wJy or another 'control' or 'powPr-ovt-r s~m~ lo bf fairly 
central to the conct'pt of 'powt>r' in use In mJtn\tream society. And It 1s the 
previ1lence of Ih,s notton - the 1de.1 oí controll,ng, oí p<J\4it'N)ver, of tmpotin,& 
our w,11 - that t am interested in t"xploring ,n le$b1Jn interact,ons, 

P.ttri.irchal just1íic.1tion for e"t(ercising power in tht• sense of 'c:ontrol' or ·~r-
over' or impo~inR one's will on other; ranges ,di the way from th, blctt.inr 'm,ght 
m,1kes right' to tht> ~ubtlt> 1dt'ology of protection of the weak and deft'Oj(ll~. 
\V,thin the lesbian commun1ty we tend not to agret" th.1t m,ght makes right, On 
the other hand, we do RN c,,ught up with ,ts morfi subtle and dttl,cate cohort, 
paternalism. Patern.11,sm is perhc1µs the most pervasave just1ficat1on for 
exerc,sing pmver over anothN's choices .ind controllmg, or try,ng to control, i 
s1tuat1on. In pol1t1cal terms, patern,,lism is "J prc1ct1ce oí trt".1ting Ór goveirninK 
people in .1 fath('rly manner. [especially) by pr0\l1dmg for tht.>1r nN'd'i w,rhout 
g1\i1ng them rec;pons1b1l1ty~1• 

Ph1losophers and st.atesmen usually di~cuss the 1ssue ot patNnc1l,sm in term4j 
oí the cond1t1ons under wh1ch a state has a 'duty' (the nght) to intervenE.- in a 
c1t1zen's 1,fe when the cItIzen ,s not harming other~. lt ,s significant bKausei 
typically pol1t1cal 1ust1f1cat1ons for restnct,ng or coemng a pe"on's cho•Ct'5 
mvolve the idea that the state has the nght to interrupt J. person's c1ct1vities ,f 
they interfere w1th other md1v1dual or group rights.• But pc1t('rnal1sm as a 
justif1cation for state interH•nt1on has a d1 fferent focus. The idea 1s that under 
certain cond,tions the state has a duty to intervene in c1 citizen\ ,1ffa1rs not for 
the good of others or for the good of the whole or for the good of the state, 
Under paternal,sm, the state mter\.enes for the md1vidual's mvn good.' 

'-' Of cour5e, v. ho has what nghts ,san aitogfther d1fferent matter, thal get~ pl.Jye-d out ,n 
terms of cons1derat1on~ or the good of the wholf , thal 1«., the good of th~ ,n PQ\\~r. of 
the state. 

1 Typ1cal example, ,n philo,oph1cal texts of p.1tern.1l1shc dem1on\ whích .u~ held ro bf 
ob\ ,ously appropnate include soc"1l ~ecurIty, sNt belt~. and 'lmok.ing rt>Str,ctton, 
1brc<1 use of harm to one>elf, not othC'rs1.10 



... ,~ ne becaus~ it ln\lOlves the notion of 
,tpl,tor oras someone who has thei 

dtctslons, tt.g., the police force. 

el a penon or .a,ency "hich is JctuJlly in a better 

to dtrtrmme wh.it Is besr for her and which 

__,.., ..,_.btllty lor dKidmg what she wiU do. In 

aell'í•~OSlllltffles inttrruptin8 or even c1brogJt1ng a person's 

1J1"91iW. lllt .... ,aod.' (~l ~ltd~tes the 1dN thc1t someone has a rrght, 

"•-' tll tWta12- to domiMte (protect. coerce. and so on) someone else 

undw .... so lotee her into a certain dependency, and (JJ 

liWICIIPllft tatfw idN that such a dependency benef,ts c1n individual. 

....... the idN t~t someone else knows better, not just in the 

..,. al~ i~hon we could well use in making our decisíons, but in 

'-.... that Séamfone efse is in a bt-tter posítion to define our own needs and 

i---, w to detfl'ffllne what we w1II do. Pc1ternal,sm encourages us to cea se 

~ Ol'I ourown ibil1ty to judge, hence it encourages the loss of moral ~· 
Control 

MrimlwJ concern w1th ali this as ,t relates to lesbian ethics líes in expforing 

we U. thts type o( reasoning in determining our interactions w ith each 

oth«,. WR •te c¡ught up \-\'ith the idea that to help someone in pa in or trouble, 

wtt mus, "Y lo control the situation for her, that when she is in crisis it is 

for UJ to take over the situation for her. My concern is that in t~~ing 

~r for another, we are undermínlng her own responsibi /ity, that is, her abil,ty 

to~ffancj hence her moral agency. t am concerned that our acceptance 

of ~'- Idea ol power as power-over or control actual/y leads us to make cho ices 

whidt undtnn,ne our <Mn moral c1gency as we/1. la ter I will suggest instead . 

• YI • (M empower each other, enable each other in the sen se o f increasang 

under oppression, our abil,ty to make choices, our ab i lity to 

lt OUr .bcUty to act . .. our moral agency. 

• • said that the oppressed may comfort each other but the y do not =-~ Ndt other. I think this has hJppened in lesbian communitíes. We 

Ncb orher feel better at times, but we don't often interact in ways 

·--~ .__._,~-~ and loss of conf1dence and .Jbil,ty in making j udgments about our 

"'*lf4:.. ~.:,_ INldftpread. For e>cample, knowmg what's best, doctors 

••-•ID'htlv lofsdescr,bes her own experience of doctors repeatedly 

..... ~,lo~ 1t'f'ight desp,te her attemprs to explc1 in she'd been --nd h•d broken the add1ction wíth a great deal of d1f0culty. 

w6o ..;;:r;: about rh~r when you're thin.".2 1 As Vivian F. Mayer 

t l»Ople ,,ele ~nd psychi.1trist~ who m.ake (at people 



that encourage growth, healing. and transformaUon.1t We may be Mktpl al comforting each other, particularly when the other c,I., oul ln paln and mil&slf or anger or frustraUon. and we are good at guilt•trlppin1 Nch othet arid et but do we enable ('t1Ch otherl Or riather, when we enable etch other, what exactly are we enabtingl 
For example, under the concept of 'en.lblement' a\ developed by akohoHcs anonymous and other similar org.1nizations. th~e close to alcoholi<s oftffl enable an alcoholic's dependency rather than her abiliti6 - her ability to dry out, stay sober, and engage ln the world from out behlnd the haze of liquor. As Celinda Cantu explains, enablers under this view become co-alcohollc,, those who are as "dependent on the alcoholic as the alcohol1c is on alcohol"' for lhf'V "get a fíx by taking care of and being needed by the drunk.•2• When interacting with each other it is important to ask what we are eoabling and v~hat we are partic,pating in. Under oppression we may get a fix by someone else needing us ,1nd being dependent on us in any of a number of ways. My thesis is that the extent to which we focus on comfort rather than on the other's development of her own ab,lity, is the extent to which \".'e are caught up w1th power as control. The idea is that to be effectí~e in a s1tuation we must control 1t, that to be good, or sisters, to another, we mu~t end her pain by steppmg ínto a s1tuat1on, taking care of ,t and making t?\erything ali right . And my fi rst claim is that in the process we discourage her abil,ty to respond withtn the lim,ts of the situation she faces. We move primanly to comfort her c1nd assure her that everything will be all right, even when that may not be the case.25 We use our energy for soothíng and trying to make things better for her rather than for enabling her to make her own choices. to go on in the world whích does harm her at times. We enable her \.ulnerabil1ty rather than her ability. We help her keep constructed those walls which surround her vulnerabil,ty, rather than enabling her in such a way that she can begin to d ismantle her vulnerab1lity and stíll function in this world. As a result. we undermine her moral agency. 
Further, when "'e regard our power asan ability to control things and it turns out that we can't control a sítuation, we are left facing our own apparent powerlessness. And my second suggestlon is that often we then will step back as if \ ve'd faíled, and \'ve assume blame (guilt) for the entire situation as if we had · c reated it ; alternatively we will turn our back on the situation and ignore it. as if it were not a problem, or will otherwise deny that there is a real problem. Either o f these reactions is a matter, 1 believe, of attempting to claim power, of attemptíng to deny our powerlessne~s under the dominant concept of 'power: by affirming that we can and do make a difference. By blamlng ouBelves we 

h Certainly w ith the rise of feminism we sparked many le5bian out,np a subsequent to that, many of our processes ha\e not bftn "f)eelally t na ..... ,.-. encouraged grm,,th and transformatlon away from the dominan, ldMl 



ilwe'd only tried harder, been 

on the other we deny thc1r in this instanc 

.,....we•ffirm 1ha1 we didn't make a differe:ce 

th,t n,eded to be done. Thus by regardíng POWe 
~• l I . . ras 

when we find we ran contro a s1tuat1on we are likely 1 

~~--~ourresponsiblily - our abiloly to respond~ 

So ,W lWs iS thal wften we accepr lhe idea that power ;~ control and 

• .-.,okfMJ\rJ"'1t in our inttractions wuh edch other, we undermine each 

~--• flfllCY as-'' as our own. . 
T\19 ,...._ nchinese and one u.s. wh1te, sepJrate. The chinese fesbian 

pstemerldsforcomlon and to process her pain.1• The friends, upset and 

Mntint ao htlp her by stoppin1 her pain or at any rate to make her feel better, 

r.~ tides, saiy ¡way from the other lo\'er, isolc1te her, invite their friend but not 

MI a-bte, to p¡rtif.s. pos.sibly even attack the ex-lover. lntervening thís way 

5fefflS 10 bf lhe right thing to do. After ali. ,f one finds a friend in pain ít seems 

only to t,y to ;ntffl't'ne and lessen the pain. We become protective o( 

our frieftd. Oíten we (eel that ro be good we must make things happen, we 

musa m.in her kel betrer, we must stop her pain. Thus we try to take over for 

her, In thts e.se it wms our efforts can be successfu/, we can control the 

s,twtic,n. comiort fte.r .•• but do we empower her? And are we empowering 

OUIWlwsl I mean to ask whether we have real/y exercised power in this 

situat1011. f me.in to ask \\'hether anyone ,s growing more adept or learning from 

this s,taution . 
. lf .a lesbYn e,cpects that her fr1ends wr// intervene and It is not what she 

wanrs. then she cannor go ro rhem ro explore her pain. A lesbian may want 

someone to attend to her and know whc1t she fee/s, perhaps give her another 

PfflPedi\ie, at least pravide a check as she sinks into her pain and explores it. 

NON al her friends are l1kely to try to do something to 'even things up,' make the 

~-ICMr feel as badly or simply cut her off, then the lesbian cannot go to her . 

t nends.. Furtfte.r. tf they are l1kely to mtervene, they are likely to get caught up in 

i he ~ame Mld so have a vested interest, beyond the e are and concern o( 

nends. m how she resolves her pain. Should she eventual/y become friends or 

betreconnect •n other ways w,th her ex-/over, the friends who intervened may feel 

r.1~. 

hand, the lesbian who is hurt may be going to friends in order 

to lnc,r lntet'\'ention She k h h 
More fikely she will find · mayas t em to urt her ex-lover in sorne way. 

lovft. rL- . 1 a covert way to encourage them to want to hurt the ex-

ffiiy 51mp Y exdaim that ·t · t · f 
in SUCh Wi" that tL- ÍI. d 

1 15 00 pa,n u/ to even run into her ex-lover 

• , 
11C' rien s would feel un bl . . 

willlthea-low( That · h h com,orta e connect,ng in any way 

· 1S. rat er t an create h • 

shuoodaes her pain and he I h er own cirde of protection while 

u if ... tr.,ber could . 1ª s, 5 _e may encourage her friends to do so for her, 

• ii,11 simp Y vamsh from the . . 
E ½ Nuheensuingconseq commun,ty, wh,le she accepts no 

uences. For while the ex-lover may expect 
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. d h I she must to deal with her pain, lnduding cutting off. f 
the lesb,an to o w a 1 ., th tL..- •-t---' 

. d 1 1 ff they are treating the ex• over as ' f!'f wn.,.. "" " ~l'M~ 
the ~nen ds ahso cuh , er happened had happened to them. Thus thty are 
partIes an l at w ª ev ' , h I to respond to. 

ldin the ex-lover responsible for, ask1ng t e ex• over . 
ho 8. h d'd t do This puts them in an untenable s1tuat1on. By 
someth1~g s. e h' ~to t·o·n like this they may be comforting their friend, 
intervening '" t e s1 ua , • k" h' tha 

. f 1 1· ti better for a wh1le but they are ta mg on som~ 1n1 t making her ee a ,t e ' • d 
is not theirs and they are not empowering their frien_ • • • • 

dd. · h we start on a process of protecting a fr,end or lover hke th1s 
In a ,t,on, w en · 1 · h 'ddl f 

t. taking on her responsib,lities and puttmg ourse ves in t e m, e o over ,me, , h beg' rd 
problems she faces, we will begin to lose respect ,or eras~ ,n to rega 
her as someone who is unwilling to take care of her ov.:n bu~mess, unable to 
make her own decísions about what hurts her. Alter~at,vely, in ord~r to • , 
maintain respect for her despite her inabilities, we w,11 have to begm ~rce1v1ng 
her as a victim who is totally helpless and under attack as no one else in the 
lesbian community is. This, of course, may be the case on given occasions and 
in extreme situations. But if perceiving her as a victim becomes the essence of 
the dynamics between us, then we musl continue to perceive her only as a 
victim, at ali costs, in order to maintain meaning in the relationship. 

And what happens to us when we find we cannot make a difference, when 
we find we cannot make things better or make our friend feel betterl What 
happens when we find we cannot control the situation? 1 want to suggest that 
when this happens and we regard our power as control, then we begin to lose 
our responsibility - our ability to respond. 

One lesbian meets another whose strength and courage draw her. She learns 
more about this other lesbian and finds that the other faces traps and binds she 
never had to face and has no idea how lo address. She wants to rush in and 
ease the burden. But if easing the burden means either immediately terminating 
or else fully assuming the parameters of her friend's traps, then easing is beyond 
her ability. Coming face to face with her limits, feeling unable to intervene and 
ease her friend's pain, she begins to feel unworthy. Actually, she is afraid that 
when her friend real izes she cannot simply make things better, her friend will 
be disappointed in her. Hence she withdraws from her friend, cutting off her 
feelings, seeking numbness. 

A white, upper class woman is raised to be chantable to those less fortunate 
than she, but she is insulated from experiencing economic oppression. Finally 
her life brings her to a place where she can no longer be protected from the 
stark real ity of poverty. She shuts down and ceases to notice poverty. She has 
?een taught that a g~od woman is one who relieves suffering, and the task here 
~s so great th~t ev~n 1f _she were to give away all she had, putting her own f~ 
in the same s1tuat1on, 1t would make no other difference. Her response is to 
deny her powerlessness by refusing to notice poverty. 

Or a working class chicana lesbian who has been close to PQVerty all,..-~ 



too é1--. wht,p out htt' schooling herself at nlght and working two iobs 
OIW beb\. •ad ont ifttt school, may lay claim to power by turnlng on rhose · 

_,.hlftd and blarwtinl thtfn for thtir situation. Here, because we cannot 
controt th. tltuation and Y" somehow feel we should, we c~ase to notice the 

or posslbly we attack the victlms. 
white ftminlst worlcs as best she can to make a space safe for lesb,ans of 

color. A bli(k lfsbian coming into that space points out that the space ís st,11 
racsst. or .it 1~ very ftast, pr~ominately white. The white feminist, coming 
fac~to-&c. wflh tht 1tm1ts of her power, feehng trapped and realizing she is 
unat>t.10 control the space, begins to retreal into denial in an effort to deny 
her PQwftlessnffl, that is, her fack of control o( the situation. Verbally she 
attacki the black lesb1,1n, accusing her of being divisive. Growing up female, 
~he has bffn drilled in her ineffect1veness, and this si tuation opens a raw 

wound. Wh~ someone brings her face-to-face with her power/essness she 

responds with 1he force oí her own pain. Defensive, feel ing guilty for being 

unablf' to immfdi¡tefy control the situat1on and make the space safe, thc wh,te 

femin1st shuts down. •1 can do no more," said in frustration and anger. 

A bl.ck lesbi¡n tries to make her space safe for a long-time white friend and 

10\-er who is coming to visit and has serious physical ai lments. Her efforts, 

worried and careful as they are, are not enough. The space sti ll conta ins 

e-fements \\hich trigger her friend's disec1se. When the friend points this out to 

her, the lesbian turns on her in anger for she has been brought face-to-face w,rh 

her hmitations. Her friend's presence reminds her of her own powerlessness, of 

her inabdity to fully control her environment for those she loves. As she ís 

unable to cease noticing her friend's suffering, she instead attacks her, turning 

away in anger and denying any responsibility. 
1 th1nk that lesbians, along with others, have absorbed the concept o f 'power' 

prevalent in masculinist thought which implies that if we have any power, we 

can control (dominate) a situation and aspects of the people in it. Yet if we 

accept this idea, then as long as we do not control, we are assumed to be 

powerless and nothing we do makes any d,fference. Or, if we perceive the 

abihty to affect change as nothing but the ability to control the situation, then if 

we are powerful and politically responsible, we should be able to end 

oppression. So, when oppression continues, then we must conclude that there 

is no d,fference between us and imperialists, the klan, nazis, the john bi rch 

societv. 
Yet we are alive and making choices and trying to do th ings to make changes, 

and I believe the írustration that is building is making us tear each other and 

ourselves apart with manipulation, guilt-tripping, coercion and scapegoating. As 

long as we are articulating our suffering and how we have been hurt, our voices 
are strong .ind beautiful, and we can take pride in ourselves and how we have 

broken !rom the_dominant ideology whkh would have us graciously accept 

oppress,on, grac,ously submit. But just as we begin to feel our strength, take 



pride in our accomphshments, and begin to sense some abihty. somt mNnlnl, we come up against our limits and r~pond In any one of a number of Wi'A many of which involve, 1 suggest, attempts to d,ny that we are powerless, to deny the Idea that what we do makes no d,fference. Consider the íollowing s,tuatíon, A white lesbian is on the el (subway) with a bag next to her. There are plenty of seats around her. A black man boards the el, looks around and heads toward her. He picks thei seat in which she has placed her bags and insists she mO\e them so he can sit in that seat. Shortly she says to h1m, "Why can't you sit elsewherel• He begms to har.us her and continues until she moves. later she gets angry at herself. She beg,ns to worry that she was rcading too much lnto the situation, that the situation was her fault, thal she is projecting her bad íeehngs on hím ... that what happened was not related to him . At the same time she goes to the other extreme and gets upset at herself because she gavc in, because she's not as assert1ve as she should be, because she's always second in the hierarchy. 
A number oí things can be sa,d about such a s1tuation, such as the fact that if there were a wh1te authoríty present to whom she could appeal, she would likely win out over the blJck man even though lt would have nothing to do w1th justice. Given that she is wh1te and he 1s black and th1s is a racially divíded u.s. cíty in the 1980's, h°'" can she be non-racist about the situat1on? For example, in her concern not to be rac1st to the man, what happens if she trecits him d1fferently than she would a wh,te man, especially if that means she is not adequately protecting herself? In sorne situations there may be no clear cut nght and many wrongs - or at least, many traps within which there are no fully acceptable alternatives. 
Now what I find s1gn1ficant about her reactions is that she finally evaluated the situation by cons,dermg only her own behavior and 1gnoring his. She does not ¡udge him, she judges only herselí, she blames herself. She claims all responsibihty. Not,ce that if the situat1on is fully her responsib1lity then she is not totally helpless, <.>ven though she may have felt helpless at the time. There is something she could have done d1fferently to affect the outcome. tf she is wrong in such a s1tuation, then she can go on in the world w,thout fear of random and arbitrary violence, she can be sure of sense and meaning in events. Taking the blame herself makes her an agent, and it imphes that she had power and that she could have avoíded what happened. She could have acted d,fferently and so have made a d,fference. 1 think this is what happens in many rape cases in which the woman blames herself - she should have been somewhere else, wearing different clothes, and so on. One who blames only herself is, among other thmgs, denying that her actions were irrelevant. 
A sixteen year old white woman in a straight middle class household watches her mother divorce her alcoholic father, whom she has tolerated for years, and then take on a high-stepping boyfriend, who is the father of her own boyfriend and who subsequently molests her sister. The young woman helps her sister 



retum to her father who has been dry now for several years, and she sets child 

servtces to brin& charps aaainu her molhe(s boyfriend, later the young woman 

beslns to fNI auilty, she has bHn unable to set her younger brother away from 

th,s man. who Is 11,o • baHfrer, and from her mother, who is lylng to her 

b,othfr. and refuses to 91~ him m,ssases or presents from hls famlly. She is 

eistr•naed lrom h« moth•r who contlnues to lave the boyf riend, and she feels 

sorriflt lor her mother's boylrf.,,d who hlmself has a string of prevlous disasters 

fncludln1 tht dHrh o( .a Wif@ In a car accldent. She feels gullty because she 

c•nnot control th• sltuatlon, she beglns to feel powerless u ~11 as responslble 

(or lt. 
A twelvt yNr old l.1Una J~blan In el lesbl&1n household stops eatmg and 

bfgins to 105t' Wfi,hr. Those around her become conct>rned that she Is anorexlc 

and urp her to f,cf h~r problem. In fact she is faclng too many problcms. She 

responds to those around her, to their trauma and p.1ln. She has ideas about 

how the problems could be soíved and her urge is to try to solve them. Once 

sht sptaks, she talks o( how she can't get away from everyone else's problems 

,1nd that to ¡aln her own peace of mind and stop worrying and feeling guilty 

about thf problems and processes of those around her, she feels she must 

control the siruatlon and make everythlng ali right. However that is not possible. 

Yet one place she can have control Is over her body; she begins not eating. As 

those around her notice and begin to try to control her, force her to eat by 

guílt-tripping her, she loses her appetite and food becomes repulsive to her. Yet 

under the idea that power is control, she has affirmed sorne power in a 

sltuation In which she feels totally out of control, off center.1 

lf our concept of our own power lies in our abllity to control situatíons and ali 

those in them, then we are easily thrown off center., When we have lost our center-

ing anda sense of our ability to remain steady and function within a situation, 

fímired though our abílity may be, and especially when we are ríveted on male 

abllity ro terrorize, to domínate and control by force, then to have a sense of 

self and meaning, we may assume responsibility for the entire situation. 

1 One common belitf is that fesblans and women who are anorexic or bulemic have 

1impfy ínternaliztd the messages of the diet and clothing industries, as we ali have, and 

let lt set out of control. This is inaccurate in my experience and knowledge. Anore"'íc 

le.bian.und women, for example, are often el(ercísing control, begun often as chrldren, 

over M>mfthln, they are able to control, within a context in whlch they have no other 

control. In some cases this includes situatlons of physical, sexual, and emotional abuse 

from parents.u 

• Ont ohhe major messa¡es oí the fathers is an exhortatíon for us to control our selves, 

to ekerdw wllf P0W'r and self-control. This began, to the best of my knowledge, with 

th• onNt of patrlarchy In ancient greece, with the greek philosophical detachment of 

=-tmotlon. And poor wlll-power is the single most prevalent taunt hurled at 

~ly by parents, teachers, and members of the medica! professlon.zt 



Allernatlvely, we may clalm some power, th•t lt, afflrm that we -• 
lrrelevant, that we make a diff•rence, by denylns th•t there "suffet1naor 
oppreuion In a situallon, or even by turntns on the othet, c:ha,.1n1 thal ft 
brought it on hersclf, lmplying she is responslble for the entire •iluition, 

A lesblan Is slck and withdraws. Hrr frleods do not unde111and, but it IS 
because she cannot deal with thelr (ecllngs of lnsecurity and aulh whlch MM 
when they realize they cannot stop or even ease the paln of her lllnep. The 
lesbl.in cannot de.1I at this time with her friends' energy. She needs her own 
energy to foce her dlsease. As she Is 111, she has little ~nergy. She does not want 
to have to use energy to throw up walls agaínst their reactlons to her. She don 
not have the energy to respond to their perceptions ol them$elves as helpless. 
They want to be able to help. but íf they can't do that and notlce lmprovemenl, 
they have no way of simply dealing with her illness. Uhlmately they may 
wíthdraw in guilt and then never feel comfortable about reconnecting with her. 
Or they may turn on her in frustration stating, NI choose when I am slck, lf 
there's somethlng important enough to do, 1 do it," or "lf you really wanted to be 
well, you would be:'k 

Because of our concept oí ability as power-over, we lose the ab,tity to 
connect, to attend, to learn from each other, to valid.ite what is happening and 
hence to contribute to the ground on which we go on with what we are 
attempting in thís living. We lose the ability to respond to each othl'r, And as a 
result we are vulnerable to internalizing the belief system of those who do 
dominate. 

A lesbian ís losing her job because she Is indian. The community can 
organize and bring pressure on her employer to change his mlnd. But if he 
doesn't want to, there is no pmver they have to make him change. They may 
use psychíc power and attempt to will disaster. But if he is dead set on his 
decision, they cannot bend his will to their own. Ultimately the lesbían may 
feel contempt for her fríends and her community. They cannot, it seems, make 
a difference. She may then settle lnto her employer's conceptual framework and 
internalize ít. 

Another lesbian is ill and feels contempt for her friends for they are so 
helpless and unable to stop her pain, contempt for thelr powerlessness. Because 
of hr r ídea that power means making pain or oppression end by immediately 
intervening in a situation and controllíng it, she looks to those who do seem to 
have the power to inflict pain and oppression on others, regards them as 
harbingers of reality, and thus turns from lesbíans and pushes away support. 

We want someone to make ít all better for us, we want to be able to vent our 
rage at what has happened to us, for oppression Is not something we chose. 

k lt may be that sorne illnesses are ways of workíng through certaln thlnp. The point 
here Is that the other, in judging her friend's choices, is lmplying that her frieftd•u-.-a 
nothing or that what she is doing is not worthwhile. 



• .,~ lflM!S ,s a ,~ulr o( living undt•r wndll"Jn ) ,Jf 

w sut,mrsvon. J)clrticul.irly o( ht'l t'f(J)(>)(Ucllf'>rn Hui 

aat heip undtrmme but rc11her rl•mforccs rh<JH! 

Wtffl1 dnd securt'. V\'e WJnl both 10 hd~<.· 

w #Id to bf •ble to intt'rH'nt:' and m,1kt• 1 h1rg\ 

••LtlwirllMínlll t.hat. wt w,11 turn lo thmc \.vho du h,nc: 

•IMffl. Bul does this lrJd 10 cmpowcm1c:n1 _ 

-~ Is this how we becornc ,1depl'>i 

11 friends loyal to one, u pon 5C'<.'tng 

ID tlleviate it, inlervene m the !,1luat1on 

to.control the ~iluJtion (or their ír,<~nd 

--.~Mr, they are rakíng on their f nend') 

and change. ThC)1 mJy be 
her. 

1wO kNers. One lover break ing up 1eeh 

Mll..,.hrNking up wrlh becJuse she cannor 

-IUl[III pef her own dec,~ion is c,ws1ng In 

Jtnor allowing her lover to gr1e\C tu llr 

.Mf1 further, and both le!lb,am' 
ol a,ief are way-layed. Th1s may 
dte breakrng up w.ints to control 

loved and stíll loves. 
n, lt is inappropríare to try to 

about. We would ne\'er tnm~ 

Ahat was joyful. To try to 
,SCJU,ce, thereby protec11ng her 

power rhar emerges from 

jmpose one's wrll on the 

o( power as abilit}' -
tfon. To rry to control 

violate her integrity, her 
ad for her because 
the situarion. In 
• justitication ior 
enabling. c1deprrng 

approach in our 
t concept of 
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d n our fr iend ,n her 
t to sugsest that attel " . 'p~werful in th.1t i t is 

h 1 1 wc1n , contro ' ,s f er v,e 
"-'r-(rortH.,,1 ir . 1 intervcning to r's conception o pow . 

power pQ\ support. but no " Under the fJthe d But if ,nstead of 

,,._,,n. lending t-n.1bling. Jdept1ng:n and ,,.,.e want it toh en :n that ,t enables her 
-cr,ng. h her pa, , wers N , . . 

enirm-. as w~ watc d her this empo bil ity to funct1on in 
r.-el hdplt-ss I things we atten . d dt.'Velop her own ti 

to contro h ,nd (ocus ,rn 

rrrl ng • r her º"'" ,irengt ' . ,-o n lor a f" end/lover, 
ro g,, .. e ntroll,ng a ,otua I 

d 

a s,tuJtion. thus. that rather than iº her c hoices Jbout hO\~ to procee . 

1 am !>uggest,ngher situat1on ,1s she ma es h le wíthdrawíng to l,ck her 

\\t' ilttend h(•r ,n ,nvolvc íallmg aparl for .-l w n~ ;o on . But as she addresses the 

Her cho"es mJYd"'gry .md outing her rJgeh••' t do next about what ,s 
d get11ng ' . . . bout w at o , 

"'º"". ,he is mak,ng de<1S1ons a wants what is her part, . 

si1uc1t10 . • what w1II .. vork, wh~t she d , about being powerful, be,ng 

•~P;~:;.,,,ng that "" re<onsod~u~~~•~ot be a rnatter oí affecting the 
In a s,tuauon . Bemg powe . . il desirable if unattainable, goal_ 

eftt'ct1ve h th I dom,nance 1s , ' d -

outcome of a sttuation suc ~: oí making choices, of deciding what to o , ot 

Be,ng poweriul can be a m.itte n makmg a difference because we are 

ºo,ng on in J situc1tion as best we e? , be a matter o( withdrawing when we 
b 1- ur part· or ,t may d 

engaging. contri u ing o h'. . t' Thus if I want to help a frien . my 
'b te to 1 ,s s,tua ion. . 

tind we cannot contn u rn art. And I ernpower her not by lry1ng to . 

power is that_ 1 at~end. that ,~de~!inin her process of choosing what to do. ot 

control the s,tuat,on. thus u h by ~ending her so she is better able to make 
Pnact,ng her part. 1 empower er a 

decisions in the si tuation she faces. . . ,.
10 

, _ 

As Al,ce Molloy wrote, "At-lention Is the cotn of our realm .. ~Vhen \\e at 

tend !>Omeone or something, we focus on it and hence we g,ve_ rt our ene~gy. 

Mostly we focus on and at-tend the agendas of those ~ho d?m,nate. w~ g1ve 

rhem our energy. Because of thelr power, whích is the1r abd,ty to terronze us, 

we rivet on them . But of course it is because we at-tend them that they can 

cont,nue with their agendas. 

When rnstead you at-tend me. our channels of communicatron are open to 

each other and we are sending and receiving energy. When I at-tend you . 1 

stretch toward you, 1 am present to you, 1 engage with you . 1 focus my energy 

on you. my rhythms. By at-tending she who is in pain, 1 can help steady her. 

\Vhen she is oíf center and in crisis, 1 can help stab1lize her ner\les and 

1luctuations, perhaps as a beacon ora rnagnet. When we at-tend each othe r, 

rh,s ,s powerful. And it e.in be enabling, adept ing. 

She say, her lover is leaving, she says she is sick , she says she is discnminated 

agaons1. 1 know what this mean, lo her because I know someth,ng oi polotic<, 

because I have my own experiences, and because 1 ,1m int imate woth her _ 1 

know much oí what goe, on within her. And because oí that I become d 

'"'"º"· 1 know how sh~ íeels not so much bt>caus. 1 1mpo,e m
1
, own agend,is 

as because I know her lo vong. 1 know how sh, h,1s r,,11 in ,n,. p.1-1. ¡ , an choo,,, 

~,,, , t: 1 :et ,,. ,,,r e ,. et: or2tlCr dW: :.r; , , 1 e 



l can attend. tle\,s on her and give my attention, she th 
... Jlll,._flfoC what she is going through, and thi . en 
lV ......... "I . s IS • Paz once wrote: cannot go ,t alone. 1 n 
~•-:....-~ ••• ,~--Mañl ,eality, who shares my dreams and visions~.~~ 

rnY1 go through can keep me sane and cent · That ~ wttat . . f ered 1 ~__..,......,.~·- ziness of ,solat1on, o no one realizing "·h · do affll'"_:~·- • in the era f vv at is ..-•--- not isolated, 1 am parto a group and recognize i 
......... .,-. ,am d'fference. d, 1 arn 

naflt"''"'.~'"'. - -~.dv I malee a i ...,.__. senuu ... ,• 'ace something alone we must constantly r _ f. 
(Jll;'f'., -~r we ,, 1 . h . O e a f1rn, 
~• ... happening actual y i,s appening. r we must check 

that_..-think r responses dont stray too far from what is 
ouiseMS'°,nake surefri~~nds attend, they provide reality checks and ~cht_u~lly 
L • .-ninl! wtien our b d d 1s 1s ~···-~· lt doeS not mean that we ecome epen e~t on them for 

what is reality, but rather that we can check in by noticing their 
detenniflillB ..., tright asking them, and then use what they report of th . 
.-....ncfl§ or"' ou . . h hº h I h . e1r ~asadded informat1on w1t w 1c we e~a uate t e s1tuation. As a =~~-do not have to use our energy and attent1on to constantly monitor 
the sm,ation, to reassess the circumstan~es at eachdmoment, to confirm that the 
. .. ,..;,. is real and this is really happemng. lnstea we can attend to our 

situauun . feelings,ourneeds, wecan focus our energy on proce:smg o~r_pain, on ' 
making decisions about how to proceed, and on growmg. Th1s interaction is 
crucial when we are engaged in the process of forging new realities, particularly 
when acting under oppression. 

This is not to say thatthe friends make no judgments in the situation and do 
not respond in their own right. In fact in attending we very much bring 
ourselves, our experiences, our perceptions, our advice (spoken or not) - our 
energy. Nor is this to say that the friends should never do anything, for example 
when a friend asks for help in a lesbian mother's custody case or in a case of !0b d!scrimination. My point concerns the urge to take over for a friend or lover 
in pam and sheher and protect her. 

ª15? do not mean to suggest that we ought always to be attended to.32 
h m~mes privacy is essential, especially when the one in pain does not tru5t 

A~;sonot _to try to manipulate her friends into taking over the situation far her. 
met1mes we just t b d h ve to worry about h wan to e alone to wallow in our grief an not ª 

extremely un f1W :e appear to others. This is especially true if our friends are 
, . com,ortable aro d . ,, . d f most ,or ít to end 

50 
th un our pain and hence want f1rst an ore ·f 

we feel our friendey ca~ be more comfortable. Or we may want to be alone i 

;-:-:----_s_a_re~JUSt watching us, curious about how we resPºnd·m 
50 

1 
~ny loners, I bel' 
:~-~who~:hºa"t _thhrough difficult times by imagining competent attehn~egrs, 

''lffi!'S noth· is appe . . not in . to de¡¡ la.:.L. .1.~g wrong w·ith h nmg even though mortal fools perceive have 
... u.. suc a e · . ant 10 eflefgy. unos,ty. But the one in pain may not w 
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h t a lesbian wants in a gíven sítuatíon. 
privacY may be w \mits to attending. In the fírst place ít may be important furthe_r, there as I attend another, whether I am gaíníng new knowledge or that I shreld mldyse ·tory to me. Sally Gearhart's depictíon of shíeldíng before . over o terrr d d . . goin~ ember rooms in The Wan ergroun 1s an ,mportant concept.33 enterrng remif attending another lesbian means we tolerate or ~bsorb her anger Seco~dly, . larly if that manifests itself asan attack on us in the form of d Pa,n partrcu . . . • h an d then remaining and g,ving our attent,on empowers ne1t er. misplace angepr,t attacks we expect nothing of the friend or lover in paín, we When we acce , 

d Remaining and absorbing the attacks only feeds her own low condescen • . . 1. d · h h · . . f herself by confirmrng her interna 1ze oppress,on - t at s e ,s opinion ° ' · ' h h h h I k or that those who bother w,th her aren t wort mue , t at s e ac s mean, . . . h . 1 1 h . ·ty and so on Sometimes remarnrng rn er presence, part1cu ar y w en 1ntegn , · she is trying to manipulate usas one who attends, does not empower but 
further disables. 

Thirdly, ¡ may decide to attend another in her process of makíng decísíons and later. there may come a time when I can no longer be a party to the 
choices she is maki,:¡g. For example, she may decide to repeatedly get drunk to ease her pain. lf she is notan alcoholic, 1 may attend her through one or two 
drunks, but should she begin to make this a habit, in attending I may give my perceptions that this is not really helping her recenter so she cango on. However, she may ignore my information and choose a path I cannot accept. lf there is nothing I can do in my part to convince her to stop this process, and if collaborating with her or alternatively trying to control her and bend her will to mine are the only choices in attending, then I may choose to withdraw my attention. Attending involves energy, and if I cannot accept what my energy is contributing to, then I can withdraw it and cease to be a part of the events. 

1 am not trying to suggest a hard and fast rule for interacting with others, a moral maxim the adherence to which will ensure the best possible outcome in crises and painful situations. We can come up with all kinds of hard cases. 
What if a relationship is an increasingly violent battering relationship? What if 
our friend has a seizure? What if she is arrested? What if she is about to step, unknowingly, into the middle of a busy street? What counts as taking over 
an~ther's processes in these cases, abrogating her integrity? What could count 
as tntervention which is not coercive but is "substantively considerate''?34 Or is there any such thing? And even if intervention is always coercive, is taking over always the thing to avoid at ali costs? 

What I am trying to suggest is not a rule of right behavior but a way of approaching each other, a different perception and evaluation of our choices, a different understanding of power, and a different foundation for our actions. 1 want to suggest, first, that when we regard control of situations and of others as the appropriate mode of action in crises, we perpetuate a foundation of dominance and submission, for we give substance to the reality of taking over 
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for another, of trNting her as a total víctim, Alternativf'ly, 1 ~m suggesting th.at if 

the- focu, of our intffadions is attending her as shl' mc1k~ her choic('s -

undem1ndln1 h" 1ituation, perceMng what she is ~perhmcíng, ofíering our 

perc.ptions. 1Mng •dvic•, m.tking su~tions, but lt'c1ving the choice to her -

wm bew;n to WNve a difft-rent conc~pr o( ~r, one from a foundation of 

•utonomr and s.11-<"@nterfng. That Is, will operare In such a wc1y that 

autonomy .º' Rlf-<ttntt'rin1 is hefd in pf•c~. hke an il>lis, by the actlvity rhat 

surrounds 1t. PrestorvaUon of e1 írltnd's intflgrily, not prorecUon o( vlctims and 

control of sltuatrons, woufd fuel our f nteracrions. 

So I am not saying _th.tt wifl nt'Vt'r have occas,on to f ntervt'ne In a friend's 

procf'Ss. 1 •m suggt'sttng th•t \\'t' appro,1ch rht- id('a of helping a frlend (lover) 

from a different ptt~pective. A dif(erent approach will affect what we consider 

as rt.tsonable options avaifable in a situarion. lt wllf also determine what 

actions or choices we regard .1s nt'ed,ng explanarion. 

Thus in any given s1tuation \vt' may choose to intervt"ne in J situation for her, 

r.1ther than attend her and affect the situation by including our assessment o( 

heir choices, but we would do so only under very serious cond1t1ons. And rather 

than reprd our action as heroic we would regard it as a very serious 

a\Sumption, evt-n presumption, because it is a choice first and foremost to 

abrc>gdte our friend's lntegrity. Under such a diff~rent perception of 

interventton. rather than feeling a need to explain our own decision not to 

intervene, as called for under the heroic model, we would be more inclined to 

explain a decision to intervene. 
Further, if we e hose to intervene, it would not be appropriate to simply walk 

away at the end of the crisis, considering our action as heroic, praiseworthy, 

and complt"te. lf we decided to intervene and control, we would realize that we 

must be prepared to stay in her l,fe until she has gotten back on center, until 

she is again able to act for her own self. lt means being prepared to stay w,th 

her and work to undo the violation of our initial intervention, undoing any 

resulting dependency on us as heroines, and quite likely hearing her frustration 

and anger at ha,•ing been helpless at one time, anger at her loss of integrity and 

autonomy. and our part in it. 
_ . 

Again, what I am suggesting here is not a rule but rather a focus, a sh,ft .'" 

perception. lt would not end crises or pain. lt is justa matter of approaching 

them differently. And the reason for the change would be that we agree through 

our actions to preserve each other's integrity, rather than try to protect each 

other frorn pain. 
My thesis. thus, is first a point about how we may be hindering the growth of 

ourfriend'spower, power-from-within. We may be comforting a friend by rushing 

in and lntervening in her affairs, but by our intervention we are not empowering 

her, Mlping her to gain the ability to face the situation, make choices in it, 

leam from it and srow. We are, perhaps, stopping something, but that's not to 

saythehasyer increased her ability to go on once we remove ourselves. 
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tt•nding •• Empowt-rin1 ounel~ r and abillty. As lona a, we rtprd 
A MY second polnt i~ about º~; ~e =r to contml that situation,. then when 
our abihty In a situauon as be ! gce situations we can't control, M w,11 shut 
we lace lar~r tas~s, when ::, ~oral agency. That is, if we under5tand our 
down in senous ways, los~ control and we regard our selves as worthy 
Power or abihty in a situat1~n as t ol whªn those we are about f ace painful, ., n cxerc1se con r nd fríends only , we ca h hat happens to us when we cannot e harmiul or debilitating events, t en w, 

' k th situation betteri 
1heir paln or ma e e d ower .lS control and find ourselves unable to 

Again, when we regalrl our pd by r""g.irding ourselves and her as helpless, 
1 t fmes we wl respon 1 1 • contro , a 1 

1 .1 ation Other times we instead try to ay e a1m to d mb ourselves to t ,e s1 u • • d ) 
an nu I ur fr',end (or ourselves if we were the inJure one ower by turn ng on o 1· f h our P . of what she ís facing particularly the po ,tics o t e d deny the senousness ' . h • ª~ . h elations that exlst which give rise to oppress1on. T at ts, so s1tuat1on t e power r 11 • • ¡ · 
Ion as ~,e feel that power is power-over, then we may we . engage in v~ct m1sm 
or, !1ternatively, blaming the victim. And both of these cho,ces underm,ne our 
own moral agency. 

Consider again the black lesbian who tries to make her space safe for her 
lover, Upon fínding that all her efforts were not enough, she got angry at her 
lover. Or consider again the white feminist who despite all her efforts was 
unable to make a space safe for a lesbian of color and as a result began to 
retreat into denial and numbness. We either have to control the situation or we 
deny the problem or we consíder ourselves powerless. This is not the way to 
move under oppression. 

Being able to attend each other means that we can steady ourselves and each 
other as we fa ce our situations, it mea ns we can be aware of what is happening 
and know others are aware of what is happening to us, that we are not alone 
and that this will not go unheeded. And that steadiness, 1 w,mt to suggest, is 
what will help us to function in a situation rather than shut down or give in. 

Thus I am not suggesting by all this that we cease trying to interrupt racism or 
ableism, or heterosexism, classism, anti-semitism, ageism, sizeism, or imperialism, 
terrorism, nuclear holocaust. 1 am suggesting that until we cease regarding 
power or ability as control, we won't be effective in that interruption, in 
withdrawing from and ceasing to validate these oppressions, in undermining 
them. 

1~ takes knowled~e .ª"~ t~emendous inner strength not to panic. We do live by 
time bom?. And 1t 1s t1ck_ing. But the effective and successful dismantling of a 

time bomb 1s not accompl,shed by rushing in. Those who dismantle time 
bomb~ work very care~ully and meticulously with the small parts of the bomb, 
atten~ing to one at a time, not letting themselves be uncentered by the 
magnitude of the task, giving each small part their full attention, keeping 
themselves steady even though surrounded by impending disaste,. And tM 

-~:• 
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bomb may well e'll..plode before they're through. But their attention is not 
focused where thcy may seem helpless.n Their attention is focused where their 

abilities can make a difference, if a difference is going to be made. The work we 
iace is not heroic or climactic. We're in it for the long haul, and we need to 

settle d~':" to how we are _going to live our lives through this, developing our 
º""" ab,ht,es and encourag,ng those of others, so that transformation can occur 
so that wie don't reinforce the ideology of oppression. ' 

Thus ,ve may decide to demonstrate because a friend is fired. But how we 

approach _i! makes differen~e._ Our focus could involve a do-or-die energy, 
such that 1t we dont block th,s mstance of oppression we've failed, we've made 
no difference. Alternatively our energy and focus could be on our friend and 
hO\•v this enables her and us. 

Partly my distinction involves clarifying what will count as success in the 

endeavor. lf the friend chooses to bring suit, must winning it be the only gauge 

of success? Success may be a matter of our friend finding the means to fight 

back, to cause trouble, to have d~n~ something to ma_ke t~e employers acutely 
aware that we are here and not w,llmg to accept the s1tuat1on. In this way 
success is in her hands, and her ability to act and respond rests with her 

choices. She is a moral agent. And this ability grows, 1 believe, with our ability 

to attend and focus and support her in her choices and endeavors, rather than 

with our urge to rush in and control the situation and try to immediately end 

this instance of oppression. 
Now besides limits to attending which I mentioned above, it is important to 

realize that what I am calling attending carries its own dangers. A lesbian who 

has no experience with or understanding (through awareness) of aspects of 

another lesbian's situation may in attending add burdens to her friend's process 

simply through her own ignorance. She may not be able to understand the 

depths of what her friend is going through, and hence she may have an energy 

about her in responding to the situation that belittles it or alternatively that 

lends an air of melodrama. She may be open to supporting and attending her 

friend but lack the experience to be a support. The danger is that she becomes 

unreliable in her attendance. 
A working class lesbian responds, for example, to her upper class friend who 

is acutely and chronically ill by assuming her friend's mind is as debilitated as 

her body, not realizing that her friend just doesn't have the energy to maintain. 

and defend herself but still absorbs the energy and games around her. Ora white 

mid~le class lesbian responds with incomprehension to a black working cl~s~ 
lesbi~n's lack of emotional display at sorne tragedy in her own life, not realizing 

that m her friend's life, expression of emotion carries dangers of exposure. 

"Ac~0rd_ing to Machiavelli, to keep power one must keep others in fear. The power of 
dommat1on backed u by , • h . . . ble to do 

. P ,orce 1s t e1r ab,1,ty to keep us riveted on them, una 
anything but resPond to their agendas. 
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The danger is that she who is attending, ín attemptíng to make sense of what 
she does notice, creates another story, another category in which to place her 
friend's suffering, and her friend now has not only her own problems but the 
other lesbian's distorting energy to deal with as well. That is to say, attending is 
itself a skill, an ability, which we need to learn and develop. 

However, this is not to say that lesbians who make the best attenders are 
always those who have first hand knowledge of what their friends are 
experiencing. Sometimes a lesbian without past experience of our situation can 
be our most helpful attender. For if whJt we need is to explain and clarify for 
ourselves what we are going through, then someone else's lack of knowledge of 
our background and framework and her resulting questions may aid us in that 
process. 

Further, lesbians with first hand knowledge of what another lesbian is 
experiencing can also add burdens to her process. One lesbian may have been 
fired from her job and be trying to collect support to bring pressure on her 
employer, perhaps raising money for lawyers to file a discrimination suit. 
Another lesbian, to whom she turns for support, may have been through ene or 
more firings already and her friend's situation simply calls up old nightmares. 
She may turn from her friend because her own wounds are too raw. lf she is 
not in touch with her own processes then her turning from her friend can be as 
burdening to her friend as another's ignorance. For·if she doesn't make clear 
that her withdrawal is due to her own unresolved pain and resulting debility, 
she may seriously undermine her friend's perception of her situation. After all, if 
someone has experienced what we are going through and ignores us, as if what 
was happening to us wasn't really happening to us, then we will likely find 
ourselves questioning whether the discrimination we think is happening to us 
actually is happening. 

In other words, attending is nota matter of being ar having an impartial 
observe. What I am talking about here is not the allegedly non-interventionist, 
humanistic psychology of the 60's and 70's that pretends to be non-judgmental. 
1 am not talking about the disengagement of an allegedly impartial observer. For 
making no judgment is still to make a judgment. And simply validating 
someone else's pain (She says, "I am at fault for my rape because I shouldn't 
have been out:') is not acting impartially, for it is affirming one set of judgments 
rather than another. The allegedly non-judgmental humanistic psychology 
affirms status quo politics. 

Attending is not a matter of being or having an impartial observer. Nor should 
it be. For as we attend, it is our energy we add to the situation. We come to 
situations with our own agendas and dreams. We come with our own 
experiences and judgments. We come with our own needs and limitations. lf a 
friend is losing a job, it is not just anyone who notices, who knows, it is us. And 
as we attend, we include our energy, our perceptions as well as our intimacy, 
our connections with her, in the situation. The situation thus changes and she is 
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not now t.acing it isolatl'd. lt ,nvolv~ her and us and what w~ .111 can make of 
1l. This is not impartial or di~ng.1ging, lt is profoundly engaging. (Thus. of 
cours~. it is fraught with mistakes as well as successes.) 

So often we either withdraw becaust' our energy can't control, or we foce a 
s1tuation but use il for some other end. often romantinzing and objectifying 
others 1n the process, Attending can be espec.ially hard on us because we have 
hc1d to learn selective perception for surv1val. And because her telling is not 
always hon~~l. 

But the point of attending is not control of a s,tuation, ít 1s empowerment, 
enablemcnt, m a situation . lt is her abil1ty to go on, to make dec1sions as a 
moral agent. And if the focus oí our energy is not control but rather is her 
integrlty, 1hen therc can be growth and enablement through engagement. Juana 
Maria P.iz writes· "flying Thunder had not been able to give me the dream 1 
saw with her or the strength I sdw in her, bul shc gave me the time and space 
to dev~lop these things on my own."u Or c1s Harriet Ellenberger writes: 

fA) fr1end s.11 me down - .1 ~'Ornan that l've 1,v('d w,th for eleven years now 
and am s"p.1r.iting from - and what she d,d for me 1s I thmk what lesb,.rns 
consistently do for each other . . She sat me down and sa ld . what are you 
trying to ~yl Wh.1t Jre you (ryins to ~y? What are }-OU ''> ing to do? but she 
d,d that s,tung down w,th me at th~ k,tchen table, and that Quest1oning of me 
at the kitchen tablt-, in th,s utter fa11h that she hJs always had, that someth ing 
~ign1fic.ant eventually •~sues out of the confus,on of my thought u 

And there can be grO\vth and enablement even if there is no resolut1on at first 
and even if there ís mis1udgment and error. A lesbian of color declares she 
cannot relate- to white lesbians, because the quest1ons and confusions in her 
own msnd from her mternalized oppressíon only become greater and more 
confused when she tries to talk about them to wh1te lesb1ans. lnt1macy, at this 
point, is just not occurring. The wh1te lesb,ans have proved to be unrel,able "i n 
therr attention; and not only does she need to explain much to them, but also 
she is not being heard. She decides that to address her own needs she must 
withdraw. 

lf we value this development ín terms of control, it could be looked at as a 
failure of all the other lesbians in the space, wh,te and lesbians of color, to 
make the space one in which she could explore her questions. Her choice 
could throw the others back on their lack of ability to control things, on their 
4lpparent helplessness; and at sorne point they may shut down or shut 
themselves off from her. Reactrng in this way, they will foil to attend her pain 
and learn from what she is saying. lf, on the other hand, the others could touch 
their own pain and fear from this development in the situation, they may be 
able to und~rstand that their's was a space in which she could clarify her needs. 
They may be unable at this point to attend her questions and confusions. 
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because they don't have the knowledge or understanding to both ~rceíve these questions and either not block them or not crumble beíore them (think1ng they ought to have answers now). But they can perceive her reactions. and anend the pam their ignorance 1s caus,ng; and they can learn from this. This knowledge. rather than lead,ng them to react helplessly, empowers them to go beyond blocking or liberal guilt and to contínue to try to gain knowledge. For knowledge is the other side of attend1ng. Not only does attending enable the one who is attended ata particular time and help her better address her s,tuat,on; ,t empov.--ers, en.1bles, the one who does the attending at the time. For the onc who attends is gainíng knowledge, knowledge of other situatíons, knowfedge of d1fíerent but integral perspectives, knowledge of d1fferent energ,es. And she is also learning to act in situations. lgnorance for lesbians and for the lesb1an comrnunity is a life and death matter. lt may be that ignorance feels cornfortable, but that is the com(ort of numbness, not the comfort of ce ntering. When we are centered, then real1ty is confirmed, and we have the knowledge we need to go on, to make the best decisions possible within the c i rcumstances. We may nt>ed to w ithdraw far a wh1le, but that is quite d,fferent from numbing ourselves. 
Living on the fringe of a patriarchy, we realíze our jeopardy and rush around in a panic trying to rnake things happen. We are led to believe that she who sits and observes is 1gnorant. Yet it is not inaction whích is ignorance, as we are led to believe. lgnorance, rather. is godl-oriented behavior that is unconsidered and unthinkcng.17 As we learn thc1t the dominant culture's knowledge is unreliable, ,ve find w e have no one to learn frorn but each other. Th1s means we learn as we go, and consadered c1ction means carefully attending each other and resisting the impulse to work for control. lf we do not think to attend each other but instead are throw n reel1ng back on our own fears, we will not use our tim e to pull ourselves out o ( ignorance. lf instead we feel helpless, and thus -bec ause our only concept oí power 1s control - guilty, we begin to shut down in one of a number of ways. One w ho attends, on the other hand, takes and learns as an attender and then acts in her own capacity. contributes her own 

part. 

Attending and Therapy 
Thu$ what I am talking about here as attending is an engaging relationship. f n this respect I would caution against the dynamic of treating the therapist as a profess,onal attender. The situation formally designates one as in need of help while designating the other as having the ability to help by virtue of her 

training, and not herselí needing any help.0 The temptation is to go to therapists 

o In a g,ven 1nstc1nce one may be in need o{ help and another in a position to h~lp. But rh,u is a result of the ~•tuation and not of the nature of those in\'Ol\'ed or their ch~n 
• prof ession. 



4111Nh"''11t~dptofessk>nafs. Anna Lee di~cusses this phenomeno 

:_, ..--.M undet'Mines our ability to weave fnendshf ps: o 

-..ts•Mhtteoffriendshipl ... lf friendship is conducted on a paid ..._--~a relationship subject to the laws of the marketplace. 

~--isdelfflnined by the price set and paid. That market philosophy 

that a relationship without a price is not a relationship at 

tll. ~\Wsuccumbtothebeliefthat friendship can be paid for, we begin 

to distOft the nature of not-for-profit friendship. 38 

.~nna lee notes that often we justify going to a therapist because we don't 

want to bufflen our friends with our pain and anger: 

rt,ee,ccuse is that burdening our friends with our pain or anger or sorrow 

diminishes the value of friendship, unless we pay for it. lf we can only bring 

our ¡oyto ourfriends, how can we value them? . .. We [weakenJ the 

possibility of bonds between wimmin necessary to participate in a social 

~nt. The early feminist eras both had in common strong bonds 

between friends. Cenainly, the early second wave of feminism began by 

triends coming together, talking about individual experiences, and realizing 

those experiences were similar and not isolated or crazy. The consciousness 

raising groups were absolutely opposed to degenerating into a therapy 

session .... The analysis of rape didn't come from (therapyJ . . . . The analysis 

of racism didn't come from therapy . .. . Paid friendship distorts our focus 
b d b · · 39 

about the nature of friendships and weakens the on s etween w1mmin. 

From the other direction, at times we may be tempted to insist another go to 

a therapist. But that usually means we have decided we simply can no longer 

deal with her behavior and choices. Advocating therapy under such 

circumstances is to deny or avoid the problem in the relationship without reall 

admitting it. We say she has a problem. Now it may be that it is time for us to 

withdraw from her, because we each are no longer a ble to respond to the 

other. But to advocate therapy under such conditions is to deny this process of 

separation or pretend that it is not our choice. 

Beyond questions of friendship, therapy has also served to interrupt the type 

of healing work we engaged in with e r groups, as Anna Lee suggests. For it 

encourages one lesbian to go to a professional to deal with 'her problem: rathe 

than group of lesbians to get together to discuss oppression. lt is fat dykes 

:~mg toget~er that begins t~ undermine internalized self-hatred. lt is ince5l 

ctims ex~l~rmg together surv,val ski lis and walls and defenses and lies that 

can turn v1ct1ms to survivo Th' . 
We have many wo d rhs. is type of attending is crucial to lesbian movm 

un s to eal and m h d . . , · 
to happen at the hands of roi . uc a~age to undo. But th1s 1snt gom 

professional removed f Ph ~sionals. The 1deology of therapy, of a 
rom t e s1tuat · · • 

ion treating a victim, interrupts it. 



t.esbían Ethic5: Some Thoughts • 

I • 

th and develr,pmr.nr, Annc1 introduces che ¡~ o, 
d·scussin8 our grow ( t!. our aftention, ís d,rected by another, il 

In I When our ocu:1, · Ev · 
ur focus muscle. what others want us to pay attent,on to. . en ,n 

dº,·storts. for we focus o~ ts out our focus is direcred by the theraptst: 
she po1n , f minist therapY, 

e . a storv to explore a specific point orto 
11 e when to stop '" , , , r F . nd oft-

lf someone te s m 1 ·s flexmg her focusíng musc,e. ne i ..... 
. . rhen she, not , , . .., 

rethink a pas111on, ask for clarificalion or add another per;pect,v~ . .. . 
ínterrupt each orher, • 

h d. t·on of our friends' attention is a matter of 
ursue t e irec 1 · • • ¡ ped · 

But whether we P . . the relatíonship, or ,r we tee trap 1n an 
equal foot1ng '" . h · 

choice. We are on . d When instead we are w,th someone w o ,s . 
exchange we can "':''1h raw~e a then someone else is direding our attent1on. 
allegedly an authonty thdª1 . . p have us focus on some e!ement rather than 
And we expect that her_ e~1~1on 
another comes from ob¡ect1v1ty: 

f as to let someone else decide for me, then I have turned myseli 
lf I go so ª.' 1 d this believing the person has no hidden agenda. 
over to a hrgher power. o h h . 

b r to try to model me in her image. In s ort s ,e 1s 
no reason to etray me o . . . 

b. t· e But what is objectivity? Is rt drsmterest, detachment or 
o ¡ec 1v . . • ed · 11 

· h'p? lf so do I want someone who 1s not mterest m my ,,e nonpartrsans r , 
being . . . ?41 

Anna Lee goes on to argue that therapy is fatal to developing our focus 
muscle, that there are no shortcuts. Therapy does not strengthen us in making 
our own decisíons. She argues that feminist therapy has not enabled us to move 
forward, that it has contríbuted to the stagnation of the women's movement, 
and that its tactics and strategy are invading our group interactions. lt is 
becoming more and more difficult to conduct meetings without resorting to 
constant processing, or having therapists determine the structure oi the meeting 
because they know best, or having each member resort to her therapist about 
how or what we should decide. Therapy does not replace friendship, nor does 
ít replace group process. And it is not particularly enabling. Our ability to make 
choices and go on in situations is something we develop by acting and engaging 
among each other, in relationships. Thus I want to suggest that what I am 
calling attending is a matter for friends and lovers, for intimates, and for those 
who join groups in common cause, not for professionals. 

That I am aware of what another goes through can help her remain centered 
or find centering, because if she is attended, she is not isolated. Thus she can 
focus more on her process. My attending can also help me to center. That 1 
attend what she goes through helps me to address the unknown. Though I do 
not share her :xact experience and process. 1 can affirm her reality and come to 
kn?~ beyond mtelle~~Llalizing, come to feel, something I am not experiencing. 
This mcreases my abil1ty to respond. That is one way lesbians of vastly different 



That I atttnd what she goes through f 
~~_,..._,_ 1 h • ' '"ª11): 

i!IIMIUPI'~ ~;~nomywhi e at t e same.hme lettíng her kn • 
that she is part o( a group, that is, that she is bein~' 

she • ,nakes a d,fference. 
serto4N • --"'""'º contributes to the moral agency oí both she who arr 

-"~ aa~• .. 0 · · 1 b · 
tnGIMr""'~ in any given s1tu~t1on. n eing attended and refus,ng~ 

-lftd shf""° "'· bil ty to control, we increase our responsibility - our b l 
_...., as tm. • ' . . d a ''lf 

xcep& ,--,-- re enabled to address a s1tua_t1on an go on; we find we do rn~, 
IO ,apond. MTha we can begin to undermine the debilitating effects on us 
a~ us fd . . Th 

15 well as other forms o on11nat1on. at we can Jearn among ~ -

PltefN foc s .. nd attend each other can make our ground oí choice more SOl,d 

otherto u .. 'b'I' F h d 
And n ,uending we also increase our respons, , 1ty. or w en we o nol acc~ 

power ~s the ability to control, we will less likely shut down and numb oursel\' 

inttmahzeoppressive ideology, objectify others for a political end, or turn on an01 

anddenyhersatualion. Thuswew,11 be better able to respond to her. Secondly, 

pininourabirq,torespond becausewe gain knowledge, awareness, underslandin, 
And this increases our abihty to funclion and make cho ices. Up to now the ~j 
we have been using has involved strategies of control, such that our resístance 
sirnplyinoursurvival - in only not dying.42 1 believe regarding our power as PO\\ 

from-w,thin including the intens1ty of our sexual,ty and the tapestries of our engagio 

t befi~ enabfing the integrity o( our choices, will increase our resistance.P 
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The warexx Ruth Byrn 

. d no fear. Even in sleep she is thus, restíng 
The Warexx is a_ll cau.t1on t~ee tucked up in front of her concaving bell_y. ~ou 

naturally on her s1de w1th ªked down to meet or nearly meet the knee, sh1elding 
would see both elbc:shtu~ solid bones of both arrns barricadíng the 
the solar pl_exus. An t . e ong l of the fetus or the sleepíng neonate 
easybreathing chest. lt is the pos1 io~. 1 h' Id d by the parts least critica!. 
turned on its side. The parts most critica are s ie e . and 
H weapon arm is uppermost and free. Her leadíng-step foot is upperm?st .d 
fo;:ard. The sensing side of her head is upperrnost and bare. _The drea~mn~:~de 
of her head is down, insulated by the pillow or by_ the P_alm ~r her hel~ing nd -

You would see, much of the night, the relaxed fingert1ps ot the he!pi~g ha 
touching or nearly touching the dreaming side of the head,_ an~ the _wnst 
touching or nearly touching the throat; as if conducting a c1rcuit wh1ch runs 
from sorne organ buried near the root of the arm, through the throat, through 
the brain, and around again. 

As a mature child, sleeps The Warexx. Shielding her back with her lover. 
Shielding her lover with her self. 

The dreams of The Warexx are wonders of peace-accornplishments, are 
fearless studies of terrible war, are news from abroad. She is a living network of 
intelligence inforrnation, receives it, gynerates it, transforms it, transmits it; and 
this she does waking and sleeping. 

Asleep, no night terrors clog or scrarnble her channels; for, mightily, she has 
swept her inherited house clean. lf she drearns she is opposed or threatened, then 
befare that drearn is done she drearns herself victrexx. In the morning, in her reference 
works of militant strategy, she will register what she did and how she did it. 

But if you ask The Warexx whether she has dream terrors, nightmares, she is 
apt to answer evasively or not at all. She may, for instance, respond by inquiring 
about your nightmares, or tell you of a nightmare she once had and let you 
make your own assumption how long ago that was. The lack of fear, night or 
day, sleeping or waking, is a distinguishing characteristic of The Adult Warexx. 
She is not likely to let you discover who she is, 



34 B)rfl 

ter registration is not necessarily . . 
. of a ,urrent_ ':he is registered to vote and she isª ,d1su,,8ui 

Htr l~<li<- .'-"- J,er \-tsk at thal, she might incline her 1 kely lo 
I 
s\¡I¡ 

<~rf no, lf)~~ ~y ts sa)'ing Yes, Tsk-Tsk. She Will leave y ead in tuel1 \'oü , 
1firect _:..,t and join l'Oll,nd what she feels is rueful, and t 0 u \\iith eflJI ' 
~""''' to who a . h 1 1 o \\ihat YolJ ~-~~pt;ons as !'fon of all patriare a e ectoral syste exten r ¾ 

•L,,. intends the ª!'° ... le constituencies. She is committ nids - by ni t tlJ~,~~ 
!>11C L.Ai ent1re ..... 1 ft 11 e to . ean . ~hillS t,~,r ,A... vote or no men e a owed to Vot it, lhat . s ()f 

en ~' to h e. e1tL 
t,e no m buses any fem9I of er Group of First C 11er 

-~~ora h' 1 k' 1 once li a man rar- ndetected, cause is e ose- m ma e relatives rn, she . 
;seawal:to.haut process she will cause the primary Perpet to die. \vil! 

,tiere in t h 'd rator t ora group of men, s e cons1 ers you hav O die. 
. are a man 'd ,, " e no ri h 
lt~ think you own; cons1 ers you own nothing but th g t to 

hing you ed wars and the wars of men befo re you. Loot e stolen 10 ~nprovokhe earth and her beings, including ali members otthen wrested 
trom t f h" h h · e Vva y . hum9n beings, o w 1c s e 1s a meta-species. Sh . rexx· O\\, 

11111UStsi,eckeep1t:1, all the loot; not half of it; not any of it. She is rnor e 1~ not Willin; 
you 1 the earth and her beings ali, and rip the loot back 

0
~ t an Willing "'"':t. Since ,... she cannot singlehandedly rip back •ve,/~" •nd •~ 

your n she will calmly - and without detection - assist any h t 1dng off 
ma ' fro h h Id" f an Y for árcumstance which detracts m t e o mgs o any male Within the ce 

1111uerice of her life zone. 
lf you are a man ora bonding of men, she knows the World would be a 

place without ~u: lf you are her father, her brot_her, her son, you aren~ 
pt from this conv1ct1on. She may love you - and 1f she does, you could 
know how much - but that is a different matter from her knowing that 

IIIINlrwtv concemed, including you, would be better off with you dead than 
you keeping on in the way you are bound to. Since even she cannot 

ndedly cause every man to die, she will calmfy assist any handy force 
circumstance which detracts from your health or your perverted sense of 

1 and emotional well being. 
Y0U are a man or a hoy you will not be able to im'derstand this next, but 

not '.nterested in Pretending you are her 
~s not •nterested in punishing you. 
~ntereste(I in revefSing roles and .rnald 
~erested in lorturing YoU • 

. •~ in •acquirint the endrt 
ju5t \Yants to Dat riel ,J iJe ti...._ G'4 UI ~• 

u~ still is a face of the 
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lf you are man or hoy, fhe Warexx knr.,ws yr,u arf? P1th1?r a mut,;int paras,te o r 
an alíen parasite; but in eíther case deadly, and umoufl;1~ing yourc;Plf c1mong the earthly creatures you call the Clase; Mamm,il1a. 

And she knows that fact which you, yourself, w1II do anyth1n~ to keep from 
knowing: on your own you are not viable. Not you, not any lyJ'/ or man of any age could survive long without excessive supplementation from hur19ns. 
w9m9ns. That is essentially why, for the past 10,000 years, mf?n nave umversallv enslaved w9m9ns: to parasitize them . You are the vamp,re, man And n,"2' 
Warexx knows you. Every one of you . She can instantly reco~1ze ever¡ sing!e face of man the vampire. She can smell you, for that matter But no man <nows who she is, or would even believe she could exist. 

The Warexx is the camouflageuse par excellence. She was bom camourlaged. For a while, even she did not recognize her self. Now, knowinglv. sbe obsc~res her self among the 2,000,000,000 adult w9mgns around the earth . A statist:ca rarity, she is a deviant in disguise. lf she is one-in-a-million . there are aoout 
2,000 of her hiding in the world. 

Scattered around the bluegreen surface of this orb, she is like a pure stram oi ancient, fertile, viable seed - the Ultimate Survivor among hum9n oeings. Each one of her is an atomic particle radiating life. She has been called the critica! 
mass, and she has been called the leaven for the rising mass. She reproduces geometrically by atomic chain reaction of contagion. Yes, she is contagious to 
other w9m9ns. And ali around her are other w9mgns. And oi those. a 
statistically significant number are in precondition to catalyze w ith her 
emanations, evolve their selves further, make the quantum leap and transiorm their selves right into The Meta-Species Warexx. 
. Of course her actual percentage in the w9m2n population is a secret. li instead of one-in-a-million she is more like one-in-ten-thousand , then there are 200,000 of her on earth today - including the 33,000 fiercely ali-.e and dispassionately determined to stay that way on what men cal! the north american continent. 

lf men knew about her, they might clandestinely worry that she could be the "superior" or "dominant" strain within what they call the species of man. They 
would have no more idea what they were thinking about than e'.er they've done. 

The Warexx is different beyond men's imagination. Men, and typical w9m9ns, per force brainwashed by those slavemasters, say: "Oh look! Man is poisoning 
the lakes and seas and underground reservoirs; soon all creatures will die for 
nothing to drink or if we drink. And look, man is poisoning the air; soon we will die from breathing or not breathing. And man is playing games with 
nuclear bombs; soon we are going to be radiated to death if nothing else. Yes, soon the face of the earth will be a blank. lf even the face of the earth is left by man to exist. And really, you know, there's nothing anybody can do about it. 
Certainly nothing / can do:' But the Warexx differs. The Warexx says: "Oh 



' 
iaht lt's \•erv símpre. Ger rid of meo M 

a..done• r-o · , · <>n con 
SOIM!lftll'I• -rs • pe rid of n1en. Men po,son the ,1ir • ger rid of lro, 

.nct ~t!'; y with napalm and nukes • ge~ nd of men. Cet rid o( rr,~ 

Mtin -'' pl.,rth Oonl mat rid of men - perm,t the death of l,fe O 
, 

~- ,..,. on ea • 0 ~ . d . n eartL 
• _... contd th~ir necrophyl1c nve - mt_)n cannot control the,n, 11. 

ca~ 'ail and feed .1nd guard them ,111 or g('t rid of them • ger nd :'\'t-\ 
!v.v The- w.tre\x d,ffers. Men a~d !he brainwashed WQmQns 1~ 

posse¡ ,ay, "SomtbodY ou,~t to do somethmg. The_ Warexx says, ... , will do 

SOl'Mthilt&-" 1 am w1Hing to k1II men, as many as poss,ble w,thout being 

dflected; rny respons,b,ltty is to de(end my country, my morherland, the eart~ 

Shr's • matriol. She intends her country be set free of the infesting suckeffi. 

her hfe"s \\Ork; she's doing it regardless wh,1t else she is or áppears ro be do,n 

bery minute she remembers what ,t mea ns that men are now extinguishing 

Nnh"s t,t,ngs al the rate of one d,fferent species a day. The Warexx has no 

qualms al afl c1bout extinguishtng the only non-class of pseudo-crealures \\'ho 

ª"· anyway, determined to extinguish themselves along with every other liv, 

thing. Maybe you·ve noticed her mind is free of the snarenet o( men·~ 

1anguage." rn her thinking, all people, all hum9m, are femgls. Translated to 

men·s ianguage; read: ·AII genuinely human huma ns are fema fe; the only re-a 

J>N>ple are human fomales." In her crystal mind it is crysta/ clear that men's 

·un,,~rsal terms," man or men don't mean w9m9n or wgm~ms or even '•wom 

She is certainly smart enough to know man mea ns a man and men means th 

plural of that: ali the time it does, not just µartt ime, as men irrationally daím. 

The Wa~ mind is not t,ed by definitions which have come out of the 

pseudo-minds and lying mouths and propag,mda books of men. To her. it 

couldnl be Plainer that men and w9m9ns do not "sha re" the same species, 1 

same gynus, fam1ly, order, class. To her, it's plain man doesn't belong in the 

same merence niche with what he calls the Vertebra tes, the Mammalia, no, 

.¡r,y of eanh's creatures. She accords him no val,d membership; the dosest 

wtll come is to adm,t lhat in certa,n ways men appear to resemble w9m9ns 

closer than they do, say, o~lers. 
She cons,ders men may have emerged on earth Js non-viable mutations ol 

the gynuSl's~ies w9m9n; or alternatively, they may have migrc1ted to earth 

cofony of_ex,led personae non grata from outer space. Aga inst the possibility 

the latter 15 the case. The Warexx intends that mistake w ill end here. She k 

to c.1use mento die rather than wish them off on sorne other unsuspecting 

pla~ She nottces their greedy looking to get into space, stabbing their f1 

and .b,bles Oll the moon and their weapons in the heavens. She thinks it enf 

poss1ble ¡ colony of them was exiled here after having sucked poisoned 

and/or exploded the life nearly out of sorne solar system they ~reviously • 

r>ansitized. She intends they not get loose again. 

~her alien_vampires or mutant vampires, men, The Warexx sees, are 

essentiaffy non-Viable. They cannot survive on their own, or carry their • 



truly recíproca! partnerships, as can cill the other belngs on earth. Men are th~ 
sole creatures who are dependent and not lnterdependent when they reach 
apparent maturity. Each man has too little to give in exchange for what ,t t.ikes 
to support him as a hving organism - and he is proven resistant to give what 
1,ttle he has. Only one intervention has allowed his survival: excess1ve 
supplementation and martyred assistance from w9m~>ns. Take up an infant man 
at birth; put him in the care of his own kind, men; exclude all d,rect contact by 
w9m9ns; what would he be like, by pubertyl The W.uexx knows. He \\Ould be 
long dead. lf thc subject hadn't been done in by his own inadequate 
constitution and immune sy~tem, his dcath would have been caused by his 
male caretakers' shortcomings or their outright murder of him by act of 
commission or omissíon. Mutant or alicn, as The Warexx sees ,t, men haven't 
enough spark of their own to live on theír own. 

• • • • • 

The Warexx is priestess, plus. Her bird is the non-migratory wild one. Hawk, 
crow, qua1l, mockingbird, sparrow, present in ali seasons of theír home terrain. 
none particularly noted for beauty of plumage. Her tree or shrub is evergreen. 
Juniper. red-. .. ,ood, holly, pine, pyracantha, cedar. Her rhythmic tides, cycles, are 
less obvious than typical w9m9ns'. She does not shed her seasoned foliage all at 
once, or grow the new ali at once. She is continually discarding and growing. 
Because she was born curious enough to look for herself, after others said 
nothing could be seen or was there to see, she is privy to the mysteries of the 
hidden cycles. She knows about ali kinds of things most people never heard of. 
And will not try to convince anyone of these realities. lf you are desírous and 
capable of learning - in which case you a.re fem9I - she will assist you; but 
otherwise will not waste her energy trying to teach you or help you learn. And 
seldom will she rescue you from the results of your ígnorance, even if you are 
femgl. When she does alter the course of what happens to you as the result of 
your own or others' mistakes, you would have to be very quick-and-deep-witted 
to reahze w hat was done, who did it, and how. 

The \Varexx is ever learning, learning. At the same time she ís about her other 
businesses she fordges for fresh informatíon to feed her hungry mind. She 
possesses a special sense for detecting new information. Pops it into her self like 
a bird eats a berry; dissolves it to its elements with her juices: assimilates what 
is nutritious for her; casts off what is dross. She is impervious to tampered-with, 
toxic information. When false is blended with true. her system casts out the one 
and absorbs the other by truth-gravitated reflex. She doesn't even have to think 
about ,t. You could not poison her mind or so muchas g,ve it indigestion; and 
it has grown to such size and strength and strategy as would t"asily exceed any 
cage or trap ever to be devised by any number of men. The mind of The 
\iVarexx is too powerf ul to be bound, too resilient to be battered-in by repetitions 



1,11t l•"gh at spectral threats. Sh . 
,:..,J,.,1111_: •.•.Jspet ¡es W9mqns. e is the ,-r-:.:¡,en11y existinS withln her lifesph "'IIJi 
_,.. cuh

115 
a~sessed your strongest de . ere to .. 1 . s1res l'le 

'\.~- ....,-::--~~1,eactlons. your re at1ve strength; l'<lu,.:._11, 
~".;l;l¡..il 11"-":u, blind 5p0ts. In short, she knows e , l'<lu, 

"'-f/1"':. ¡(1
1 0 

will do under al most any circu "º"&h , 
,.¡,¡ ~re a male you are, to her, a ridi mstanc 

fl' -,,,.-: ,;, 1/J t,'d- d Yo" r"1fÍngly simple. Excessively si mp~
010

us1~ :· \;, 
--~~¡j111P1t· warexx to know ali that is impo~~ ",; 
~si,i¡i,r-~ h ,st11· usuallY she can assess him in nt ªbo.t 

, ..1 .,ot ~se e A~d ¡f he's within 20 yards and shone q1i¡c~ i 
~tri"" . ..id d,stance, h k h' e has . ,,,,_ alV'I"-

11 
i,ecause s e nows 1m as one r n1 :',t L sltt usu;~~ :r kind and kin u pon the ea rth. 

0 th
• leg¡., 

,ioidr ¡o ;,e< lfl ho she is. Or that he has been assessed U 
b'!'.', 1ottfo!I not ~here- seca use she's a w9m9n . Read: n u;h. s~,1~ h,¡ 
,.. ,dil.f ,~ 1s in bu¡ ¡ 

rpr<JI ~· h . 1 h ' ..,.,_. . t oí science 11ct1on s e is, on y s es real. A bein ~Ofll"'-:al degree' in ali d irection s eve_ry 2 4 hou rs or 1! wi., 
...,.t,dl;~¡,;ng a1,out herselí she comes to_ d ispref er; even her' 0.-. 
whOcanchinl' .. she can transmute. She has d1s-covered she is th 
.alllllC .-rl5j)OSll10f1S, . d h d h e ,..-:~ ,es,r,eir of whatever wos om s e nee s, w enever she actual 
_...... (or ¡,(onllation, ye-,, and can also self-gynerate it. She's ""~ 
...,is~ sht knOWS that, for her very ce 11~ a re pan tries of clues 10 

¡e¡llf_ he needs to knOW-Or just enJoys know1ng. "t"' he< ,nierests ,.,,uld Jook h ke an end less pi le oí u nrelated 
Thl(Je,d,led. They only seem disconnected_. from the short-terma,d 

1
...,~ There it to her mterests and the t1m1ng when she is 
.......,i. ,.t,,t has been called the íantastic coherence. No known system ó 
Lbolyclll,lGtlon is sophisticated enough to catalogue her items andlorwlol 
,he'°""'...,_, about them, and tangential su bj ecls ií she has been 
,nt11!111d Ion!: íor one thong. she is versant in severa! levels oí 1ruth about 
lllpC. r.,,..i,,,, she is familiar wilh severa! different dimensions of realilJ 
Cantunein,canfocusatwill in spheres of existence which men and even 
typic,I "!ffl9IIS do nol peiceive or, at best, can on ly guess a bou 1. lf you coM 
W,a,oop,ehensi,e look at what is in merely the conscious par! of her,,,.¡ 
:: • lliak lunlffl l'lll are another Warexx) th a t one or the other of t"' 

pemid. ~he's supra-sane. This, also, she disguises. 
~l'lll, she11 select your Jevel oí truth, usually, focus in 

1
::,_ 

1o len--.; '°" are accustomed. Rare ti mes, ií she sen ses you are d 
...,... ngand she efects to help you take a new step, she'II biell 
..., '111, :::S from beyond. Orshe might do a Ji ule razzmataZZ 

' you to realize later and think about. 



t not-Warexx, your relative ígnorance won't cauw re a w9m9n as ye what it is to be as ignorant as any other w9m9A lf Yo~.\ke you. She k~~Recognizes she is sttll vastly ignorant, comp¡red her to ,s She has been t a . 
on ea~~~ft to knOW• . 11 L arns multiples of things whenever she learns one; hal 15 knOW it ª · e · • · d'bl · ,., burns to . . ded oí her own remammg mere I e 1gnorance. 5he . he is rem1n h I h. f ff . d •erv ume 5 h not yours e1ther. S e oves t 1s state o a a,rs an f\ 1 bad about ers. ooesn't fee never learn it ali up. . 

herein she can d hter the heirexx oí Nemes1s: of Hecate, Hecuba, Kali; w ·s the aug ' ' d Sh · The Warexx I f She The oe,ty of Ten Thousan Names. e 1s the d k r names o , . h . f h f the ar e d y's cvolved vers1on, t e epitome-so- ar, t e 0 A zon· to ª d b d d fi 1 accrued ma .' t' 8 descendant of such as those re oote an 1erce y · d/culmina in · b by d h h culrn1nate h Thermodontines, who held their a aug ters to t e 
loyous battleaxes, t ~le and who nourished themselves on a mixture of honey · b easts to suc ' f h d h lºk h rnare s r , 'lk d sometimes blood. Daughter o t ese an ot ers I et em, and mares mi anround the globe. The continuous mystic line oí The Warexx h the ages a throug t'cally transmitted and transmuted ever purer down/up the eons has been5ghyn~s \he Dianic Trad,tion embodied and brought forth, oí eorth. e I h ·11 · 1 · h • 1· d now to the cusp oí the tent m1 ennium, at east, smce er exponent1a 1ze 

thers and the grains first cooperated together. foremo h d d . 1 Today's version of her is s~ purely poten~, s e _canª". oes ex1st .ª one. Except in her trystings, she l,ves sole and single m her l1fesphere; w1tho~t mmunity for her spint, without an ally for her Truest Cause, she surv1ves and ~~evails. That 1sn't the way she'd like it, isn't the way she intends the future to be; but for now she must exist hidden in isolation, and so she does. And by this, the ability to Live in ex-communicated singularity for whatever time she must, she exceeds and excels her proud tribal foremothers' strengths. And they are exceeding proud of her. 
A well of l1 fe-enhancing culture, she carnes within her the dist1lled cream-of-the-crop knowhow in the artskills of living and imparting life. She can heal, nurture, teach, entertain, birth, sustain, love, create, el1cit, synergize, frolic, ecstas,ze, g1ve, receive, ~hare, communicate, add-minister, muse, beautify, and build. 
But also she can cleanse, purify, destroy, disrupt, eliminate, burn, poison. detr~c~, subtract, blast, smite, dissolve, and even the score. She is just. Above all she 1s Just; fai r absolutely and when need be, dispassionately. Dispassion -~alrn fairness; even men's dictionaries say that. She is dispassionate to men and 1~tends they get what they deserve. She proudly possesses the same earth's

1 

~•olence as the tornado, volcano, hurricane, earthquake tidal wave flood 11restorm I' h · d ' • ' · She ca~ _tning, rought, avalanche. And plague. And plague. 
assirnilat u~ld, 51.h~ can destroy. She is anabolic, she is catabolic. She A d ~s,. s e e •minates. Just like the earth. n th,s 1s time far II f • d' . ª -out, a1r, 1spass1onate, war. Her mother, the earth, her 



41 rth het tover, the earth, tells her and sh _...iilili.:.__..dle~ ~f the vampire vermln. k"~,. 
se1t•~ '° tJelif' \he . ---- ..... 

'th others in her sleep, yes. Thus it is f 
•• ~(()M1ft'lnicateS wl~ing she knows which herbs to ing' or lllost"' 

fht-....--- Prk>r tos~.... lf h' h est h "' ~s. rate within her se , w 1c states of co ' 'W ich 
af eft10liOl'5: BJ:,;ons. Then she sleeps. And flies 10 he~•~ious~"'1 

~--- :.i. .and for wh ..,.. ,ncf the earth. Ystings 
to~"'' tribe a,v.. h · c,the'Sof her ' rysts with Warexxes w ose ex,stences are f 

in tierdfeams_she ~- kin, she forms crucial links or channel ocused in 
""" .. ----cinnS- With tn~"'" h . . h s or b .d ()therGffl"I=' .... - d'ff rent realms; t ere ,s mterc ange, interflow b r, &es 
... .._~ the ,deOtherworld Warexxes exchange, by what t'h alance, 

Ol'UJ"- ofwhat she an ey do 
~virttae . 
together· . h leep and in your sleep - m1ght she teach you 'f 

..... in er s d d 'f 1· , ' You ThuSª~ - ndition of Warexx~oo , an '. you 1ve within her are 
a W91"9"'" preco f spiritpsychic bemg. She m,ght appear to you and b . 
consicJerabledzone ºsometimes. You might or might not recognize he . he With 

. your reams, h h' 1 r, t at 
~tk partly 00 how good you are at such dt mfgsha ~eadfy, and partly on her 
oq,c,-- d'rect revelation isn't always met o o e 01ce or efficient 
sense.~~• . g But regardless, in your dreams where you do not bar te.ach•uw_mm • b d your 

·-~·"' your doors your ears, your eyes, your o y - she might be With 
Wlnuun"' '· b h T h you. You could try invoking her presence, y. t e way. e Warexx sometimes 
. tentionally omits making her own select1on whom to fly and visit. Often 
:'nough she leaves off the rest~~ints, the reins ?f. rational self-_intent, so as to 
widen the avenues of the intu1t1ve, the serend1p1tous, the comcidental, the 
gravitational. 

And in her dreams, with her dreams, her waking and her sleeping dreams, 
she calls forth the w9m9n within the woman, and whispers ancient Knowledge 
tothose W9m9ns who will be joining with her to reclaim the earth from men. 
In their sleep she rouses the minds out of hypnosis, detoxifies and dispells the 
druggedness from the Good Senses of the women to become w9m9ns. 

In the fairy tales the sexes were reversed by men. lt is She, Warexx, who steah 
in to kiss ~nd awaken sleeping beauty; She, the d ragon who slays the knight. 
Time for nght order again . 
. ~es, she is: Dragon. Snake. Fable. She has three eyes. Three heads. Two eyes 
m d er :ad(s) ªnd snakes weaving ali over. Gorgon at the Crossroads. One et! 

aked m~uth· One big womb with tentacles. Monster. Prehi5loric. ~'!' 
1 oryc. Posth1sstoryc Sh Th1s IS her perspecf · e spans before men during men, after men. _,.. 

to pass bei ,ve. Men fail to impress her. Which is neatly fair; when she chUVi"" 
ore a man's eyes he hardly notices. 
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Se~ratism and Radicalism: 
An Analysis of the Diff erences 
and similarities 

Ariane Brunet and Louise Turcotte* 

. t' le we establish a connection between two tendencíes in lesbian In th1s ar ic . . b f h. h . political thought, separatism -~nd ra_d1cali:m, of t
1
h ob_ w_ ,c Uaredconcerd~ed wh~th 

revealing the profoundly pol1t1ca_l d1mens1onfo es 1an
1
1~m. bn erstan mg t as 

,, 
1
• • 1 dimension" helps us gam control o our own aves, ecause we better po it1ca 1 . . h. h b . 1 d understand our role in a social revo utao~ an w ac we must : active y engage . 

The article was first written after a lesb1an conference heíd m Montreal on 
0ctober 2, 1982.1 In a workshop on radical lesbianism, participants discussed the 
differences and similarities between lesbian separatism and radical lesbianism. 
At the time, the authors, along with Ginette Bergeron and Danielle Charest, 
were members of the AMAZON ES D'HIER, LESBIENNES D'AUJOURD'HUI 
collective (A.H.L.A.). (Since then Ginette Bergeron and Ariane Brunet have left 
the collective, in July 1983 and March 1986 respectively.) A.H.L.A. is a radical 
lesbian collective, based in Montreal, which has published a journal of the 
same name since 1982. 

We must stress that the two political tendencies belong to two different 
cu_lture~: Lesbian separatism comes from the U.S.; whereas, for the purposes of 
this article, radical lesbianism is particular to the French-speaking lesbians of 
Q~ebec. Of the two cultures, the Quebec culture is relatively unknown. The 
~xi5lence of six million French Canadians within this English-speaking continent 151 u~fortunately, rarely recognized by our lesbian sisters in the U S 2 

lt is not rny intentio · h' · • · · 
St 1 

• n in t 1s 1ntroduct1on to discuss the history of Quebec its rugg e aga1nst oppres · · · ' "se . ,, s1on, its nat1onalist fight for independence the Quebec parat1st rnovernent or th f . . 1 • , mention th t d . ' e eminist or esb1an movements.3 1 will simply 
D'AUJOUR~'H~ri'~!itte ~ummer of 1982, the AMAZONES D'HIER, LESBIENNES 
which deals with Fr ec~1ve tou~ed the U.S. w ith a video, of the same name, 

ene Canadian lesbians in Montreal. During ~-:------• Translated by Lee He . 
ppner, w1th contributions by Ariane Brunet and Jeanette Silveira. 



U s. lesbians are of our existence. \Ve 
~rn, at flrst glance, to be the san, alsa 

;;etn~ ~s in different ways. The different e,_ \\le 

rccQIIC~ rly reflect the extent of our cu1tuPrior¡u~ 

et'f'S taare of this diversity and that we 'ª1 

.,~ome aw differences into consideration ente, il 

libn, takin8 ºº~can culture dictate the politic~I 'ªth~r 

an,flt NOrth Ahm:r conditions will it be possible to bPa~h Of 
1 on t es b b · U1ld 

t. ()n ~ment. lt is o~ly hy eing open to beach other ,.~P 

.¿JJsn rn . 1 diversity, t at we can ever e, to lJ , "'% 
nd nat1onc1 h ,, se a 

ural a . 'ble to each ot er. 
_1uar "v1s1 · ,,. 1 • 

ff1 au~-·, beC who experience ISO at1on and 

a.iífifJl1ll'Olesbians.•~.Q~:e va~t English-speaking population of N 

tSJ ,n1noritV ":11 ~anadian and U.S. lesbia ns as well as those 0.rt_h 

idP"-¡¡,ec1 contact w1th . 5 Many of us make an annual pilgri living 

~~h-lansuage cou~ttri:f 8 ooo lesbians does wonders for thmage to 

s. ...t. r•"'"í • communi Y ' . f h e rno 1 
~_: • btlnB ,na . , e this expenence even u rt er a nd ¡ ncr rae. 
~ n: do n(!II IS ta~ ease ou 

r 
Ariane 8 'ººet 

Separatism 

. rtant to stress at the outset that the concept of lesb· 
-t,e.lieve it is ,mpo . 1 'ª" 

• .;;--rknt originated with u.s. lesbia ns, fbor clea: v
1 

t_hed:'ff~rd
1 
separatist has a 

~--e41d•ff ent connotation for Que ecers. t is , ,cu t to give an exact -= of ;;;an separatist because there is such a variety of separatists, each 

wfth her own understanding of the word. 
Wefirstconsulted those who had written on the subject. For us, one of the 

presented by the great divergen ce of opi n ion on lesbian separatism is 

ifw•absenceof a historical perspective. Looking through the various 

.,.textswritten since the early 70s, one has the impression that eachwai 

~ wilh no regard for the historical context of the existing literature. 

three separatist positions can be discerned. 

lesbian separatism. 
'nian First group define themselves as "tactical lesbian separatists"; 

• advocate the use of lesbian separatism as a mea ns of giving P~ 

and adopting a feminist perspective of a 11 oppressions: 

Jésbian sep~atism has been used to express many different pali~iCS, 
most 1mport 1 • 1 1esb1an 

,.. ant Y, not a way of promoting exclusive Y 
.. \Yay of proi · 1· · al gro 

i1 i •• ':tmg lesbians from heterosexism in po ,uc 
r>rorttising íeminism. We want to distinguish clearly 



women~ interests and men:S ínterests so that we un id lfl 
t,etween The instilution of heterosexuality blocks this Pf'OCtSS h\r ~™"",.• 
1nrertSt5• see our interests as identified with men's insteid of Of)PoSed ro warnen to . ] 6 

1hern (our emphas1s • 

. tendency to equate lesbianism with féminism, with no mentr0n 
Here ,s ª of the manner in which lesbianism has been treated by the fém1 

whatsoev~r To use feminism in place of the word lesbianism/ As if the tM> 1 

r,1ovemen ~s' This ¡5 to commit a grave historical omission as to the way 
syn~nyrniav~ been ignored by feminists. "Not promoting exclusively lesbia~ 
lesb1ans · 1 b' f h t · • 1· • ,, or "not protectmg es 1ans rom e erosex1sm 1n po 1t1cal groupr' 
conce~: to not having a lesbian perspective - hence the name of the group, 
amo_u. m First. lt seems to usan easy matter to "prioritise feminisnf when femmts d I b' 

k of women's interests an es ,an concerns . . . . But how then can one spea s "I b' . ,,, identify oneself as a es 1an separat1st , 

2. Matriarchal /esbian :eparatism. . . . . 
This line of thought 1s based on the h1stoncal ex1stence of an ideal society of 

women: the matriarchy. An example is Amazon Analysis; 

Lesbian Separat1sm is inherently linked with feminism, the ideology and 
practice that considers woman prime ... Lesbian separatism Is feminism 
carried to its logical conclusion ... no other ideology speaks to ali our needs. 
no other ideology will or can destroy patriarchy and mate supremacy and 
build an egali tarian matriarchal society.1 

A similar position was taken by Tribad, a now-defunct publication of New York 
separatists. 

These are lesbian separatists who define themselves as feminists and who 
advocate separation from men in their political thinking as well as in their daify 
lives. But without making the connection that, at the moment the matriarchy 
was born (that is, when woman became specialized as reproducer, at which 
point we get those great fertility rites), the institution of heterosexuality also 
took form. Matriarchy and patriarchy go hand-in-hand .. . from the power of 
the Mother to the power of the Father. In all this research where is the power 
~esbians? Unfortunately, the history of the Amazons is usually considered to b& 
Just an aspect of the matriarchy.8 

. P~op?sing a return to the matriarchy as a solution does not confront the 10st1tution of heterosexuality as such. 
3· Le5bian_ Radical Feminist Separatism 
h The Funes also identify themselves as feminist lesbian separatists. • The. f¡ 
7i ~rever,. linked male supremacy (a term also used by Amazon An,Jysis_ 
" ad) directly to heterosexism, as explained by Charlotte Buncb~ 



'4' ... "-'lo""nic• wom•" statement and of all lesblan f . 
, :" . ..:..iiJdff'llified ale supremacist society, heterose1tu:r1

nis1 twí:;"!"~~ thll In • ¡~m and heterosexuality .ire therefore ity li 
WIIP'_: ,.,.---a..t)I ~¡i, 1 10 ·!:,-.1 -,,,~ .... ..tftfto ..,. nal hftstY es, ~.tP""""~I as p,110 •G--- 11 . . 1 forces" are antagonistic and opposed to 

•p0huca heterosexuality, can survive only th eac~ ,_....- the one, ,. . h 1.. 1 rougL Wt pw·; start. since blanisni, The 1rst 1s t e po 1t1ca mstitutio ri 

other ftOI" of me other, :d. the pawer of revolt._ . n of 1~ 
tht ~SS and the nalysis leads to confus1on. l_t 1s only lesb¡ 
dol"lfllil'I e t the "fef11l"'st" ª pinpointed heterosexuality as the an 

on thiS pol~rati,tS who htve ower. Feminists have denounced Pat . 
radiC•and

1 
¡nstitution of ~a e phools, work, religions, and the medi/archa1 

runda~ .. .rh as the family, scdicals and separatists have restored to ash· 
st

i...tinftS ,.,.. tesbian ra . F . . t 1s ,,. ,n m,,, ... - of •• ~¡~m- . ·ng· HETEROsex1sm. emin,sm deals , •. · h ,.0,4 _-nn,nts ""' as flllSSI • nll P"""'·~--~t that" . t in the Man/Woman (hetera) relationshi 
0

nly 
the""'~reatitY: trying to ma1~:ive form (sexism). In fact heterosexuc1lit~ _wh,le 
ha11 t,":' 'th its ,nost oppr is the 
strull110S . · . ,dof sexisfl\· . ed only The fur,es have ascnbed a political ca"'~ ps d1scuss , h 1 of all the grou . . and thev are also t e on y gro u P to set themsel 1esb1an1sm, E d . h ves ~gnificanct to . h f minist movement. 11 ( ven to ay ,s t ere a lesbian 
¡part ftOffl the stra•~dt et'fied as such and having a lesbian fem inist politics> 1 . --,4111\ent , en , 1 b' . h ' s n ítflinisf mu,..... y that there are many es 1ans in t e straight femi . 
not more accurate to sa nist 
~l) 

;::, we arl' speaking her~ more of a política_! af~rmation than o/ 
a politial ana~is as such, is expressed m the form of pu ?lic~t1ons clearly-
identifted as BY AND FOR LESBIANS. Through these publicat1ons various kinds 
ohn¡lysis are put forth, all of which are focused on lesbianism. Sorne of these 
publications are Lesb1an Connection, Lesbian lnciter, Common Lives/Lesbian 
LMs, to name only the better-known ones. 

Becausethere is no universal política! position among lesbian separatists, 
m¡nylesbians have expressed their separatist convictions in mu sic, poetry, or 
theoietic¡I wr~ings. For sorne, the audience to whom their mu sic or poetry is 
addrsed is as fundamental an issue as the content itself. Linda Shear, íor 
m~ gave her concerts for lesbians only; her intent was to include us = music and to encourage us to identify as lesbia ns. Elana 

flrst wrote her poetry "far women only'' and then "for lesbians 
Allx Dobkin t · . ilftiberof • 00,_g,ves concerts exclus,vely far women. in 
-..atist acad~ics have devoted their theoretical work to develop 

8 
1 

~littcs: Here we find a Sarah Hoagland, a Marilyn frye, Their t' h . search tor 
&... L. .. _ ""l#'"ra ism as developed out of academ1c re -• u11 •~rosex· • -eultur, 1st use of language at all scientific and socio 



Separatum and 

dissect the het~ro-patriarchal s~tem, rediscover our lesbi&n 
levtlS- TheY ta lesbian vis1on, each accord1ng to her own field 01 ., 1 nstruc . h 11 h . n erest. and co I ít is importc1nt to men,t1on t at a t e t~xts c1ted in this artide v,Je fee hite tesbian sep.arat1sts. Some are qu1ck to associate <Ar\~ t· n bY w ..... ¡ R' h") Ac 11 . "'., .. r¡ tsm writte for example l'\Ur enne 1c . tua y, 1t is not a question of racisrY'I ~seeolitics being racist but rather oí some white lesbian separat·.,. araust p d h. 1 b' / ¡ • laS seP 'st behavior, as o sorne w 1te 1an ,emm1sts, radícals etc havinS rabc• r ol articles denouncing racism have appeared in senu~tist · . A nurn e h 1 . ,,.... rev1ews,. bl k lesbíans define t emse ves as separat,sts, and they too ~p,,_5 11 S me ac . . h' k' , .. , a , 0 ·ble variations in separat1st t m ing. ,he poss1 

lhe three analytical positions discussed and the varieties of sen.1ratid f rom . h d' . f . d ,.,.. . we sce again t e 1vers1ty o sepc1rat1sts an separatist philosophít-i pracuce, . 
Radicalism 

8 sed on the examples given above, it seems to us that separatism does not n:titute an analysis in itself, since the overriding principie conveyed by the co aratist hterature of the 70s and 80s has been feminism. 
secine oí the crucial differences between radicalism and separatism clearly is the use of feminist analysis and the accompanying employment oí the word woman (or rather íts multiple spellings womyn, wímmin, womon, and the now . familiar womyn-ident1fied womyn). 

To use the word woman is, once more, to make ourselves, lesbians, invisible. Woman, even in its orthographíc variants, is not interchangeable with the word /esb1an. lt is a word which has its meaning within the hetero-patriarchal system, · inseparable from the Man/Woman relationship, and is therefore in the words of Micheli ne Grimard-Leduc, "annexed to male reality:·11 The term designates not only a biological status but also the status of second-class citizen. Changing the spelling is not enough to change the socic1I reality. Woman is part of a consensus, a hetero-patriarchal perception; it has no connotation of breaking. away or autonomy. Only the word lesbian gives usa sense of separatíon, independence, going beyond the borderline. 
From whom are we hiding our reality when we speak of womyn1 culture, of a Michigan wimmin's musíc festival? When the authors were stopped at the Michigan border in 1979, the U.S. border guards asked us whether we knew that 90% of the women at the festival were lesbians. Who are we íooling beside ours.elv~s? We are playing society's game. We are perpetuating the idea that lesb,anism is only a different kind of sexuality. We lesbians create the culture. the ~usic, the separatist environment, so why the equivocalionl To maintain our intolerable status as "cheap labot in the "women'sH movementl Almost a\ soon as we create it, we become strangers to our own culture. 
None oí the separatist analyses we have mentioned are based on the ano. 



•ns of our reality: Namely, that w 
~ ti> ítrf ara: us invisible by calling us lesbia ilr~ 

~(fl "'ª rverted sexuality. Femlnists see un W()'\i 
~,ror ~to be considered among all the 

5 
~s : 
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norm for the nonn e . d. ff f ' ofthe Other who differs, who 1s I erent rom me, determines my ~-
realitv. The concept of difference, institutionalized as · 

5'AW'"'' my '' h . . d heter()SeXUa6ty, rests on a value system w e~e one 1s superior an ~he ~ther 
¡nfenor, one is dominantand the other dominated. However, nothing in bíolor, 
inálClteSthatourbiological differences can affect our social behavior. The 
smütyoftheOther(hetero) is that which sets me apart as different. Wíth het 
sexualitymen have developed a concept and from it constructed a system thi 
aer,eqtes ¡II oppression. 

Ncr.v lesbian feminists see heterosexuality as the norrn; in fact, for them, it 
lhe'compulsory" nature of heterosexuality, an idea d iscussed by Adrienne Ric~ 
whidúmpiesthata•choict is possible between lesbianisrn and heterosexua~ 
~~.of ~nning with the proposition that heterosexuals exist, we 
:.;, Just as obvious a proposition: lesbians exist. We have~ 
~ :always loved ours~lves a_nd each other and r~jected th~.5 

.... lhat peratlve, In the wnters' v1ew, Rich reverses th1s proposition, 
.• lll!l!.4~ comirt.

1 
pulsory heterosexuality and lesbian existence are sorne~• 

"'B to this thinking, if we have been able to become lesbians 
then our exi5tence is used to validate their assertion thªt 
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l·ty is their "choice." lf resistance to heterosexuality is ,_,,.bl .....c.e~ua , .fy h . b 1· f h h .-vRI e, ~ete•"'"' . ·sts can just, t eir e ,e t at t ey, toot have made a "ch . • 
0-ferrun• bº "b d" b d' otee. heter . the past les ,ans were a ecause we adn't "choose- het "' reas ,n ,. K" b 1· ero-w,,e day we are o. . ecause our ,ves are used to validate th . 

sexu~ht!, ;~e authors took p~rticular ~atice of this line of thought in a~'ed, il 
"cho1ce. b e feminist magazine, Ll V,e en Rose. In this editorial, the ma aue e d . R' h' . 1 g¡z1ne in a . wrote that A nen ne 1c s art1c e on compulsory heterosexual t lf! 

11eeuve . k' ,, Thº hº kº b ' y as co t~I to our thm mg. 1s t in mg can e summed up by a sent fundamen .. . . ence 
{rom their editorial. 

But the existence of lesbianism g1ves all women the poss1bhty of living 
·h·e· terosexuality with more freedom and less obltgat1ons and, ultimately, the 

h · 17 possib1hty oí e oice. 

O goal as lesbians is surely not the abihty to "choose" heterosexuahty. This 
ur b ,,. d "Th f .. . t what we mean y tree om. e emm,sts use us, our lives, even the fact 

,sfno existence to nourish the heterosy~tem. Our "choice" validates theirs 
0 our . . · Once one has recognized the obl,gatory chdracter of heterosexualíty, she's rid 
oí this same obl igation to co_nform. She can n~, voluntarily, take a new 
direction, a new understandmg of heterosexual,ty - consensual ar optional 
heterosexuality. 

Thusly one can move from obligatory heterosexual,ty toan "optional" 
heterosexual1ty, reducing heterosexuality and lesbíanísm to a simple se,,,ual 
choice. The política! significance of such a choice is reduced to a non-
threatening "future" collective consciousness. That is to say, the political 
imphcation of choosíng heterosexuality or lesbianism would only become 
relevant when all women as a class, in sorne remate "future," find that it is time 
to regard those choices as politically meaningful. 

Optional heterosexuality and obligatory heterosexuality are one and the same 
concept, d1rectly linked to the phallocratic ideology. One cannot speak of a 
choice between these "twd' heterosexualities; even less can one speak of a 
"parallel choice" between heterosexuality and lesbianism, between domination 
and autonomy. How can one speak of choosing between the political institution 
oí the dominators and the power of revolt of the dominatedl How can one 
compare the enforced accessibility of women with the sexual autonomy of 
lesbia ns? 

S~xuality is power. The sexual subjugation of women leads to their economic, 
social, and political subjection to the class of men. Lesbians, having no sexual 
relations with men, therefore possess an economic, political and social vision 
thªt escapes the Male/Female sexual categories.11 To be a lesbian is to refuse fO 
beª woman. That is not to say that lesbians are not seen by society at lar¡f as. 
women and therefore oppressed as such, in addition to being repressedas~ 



• feminism by SJ}'Íng that lesbiJns are the on~ 
Sa,M~s\ry.tto sal ~vagethus the (amous phrase: "Femínism is the 1heo 

--~ _,.,nu nracüce ,rm nasm. k ( . . h . i W11V~''' .. 8 1 how can we spe,1 o pract1cing ..1 thc..>ory ,,. t<. fftbilnlSffl -is the practice. u . h h 1 . d . ,e,eilcs ro,ce:omodate hete~xu,1htyl \Vh1c a~ J way~ 1gnored and en1cd 
~l5ffl, whelher it was the feminism of the fir~t wave ?r that oí t~e 70s. 

ftminism wa, not squarely denying ou~ ex1stence, 1t w~s blam,ng us fo~ 
C1Nl'"8 di\-'1$ions among women and fr1g~tenmg them. Who 1s really ~rcat,ni 
dN,sions Mf'P: Man/\Voman (hetero~ relations, o~ love o( ~omenl _F:m~n,sm 1~ 

nr.lher our politics nor our history; 1t has never incl~ded non-pol1t1cal a _nd 
non.f"'1tnist lesbians. Hence the importance for radical lesb1dns of refernng te¡ 
temimsm as HETEROFEMINIS,\1. 

Ahhough our anal\isis d,ffers from the ~eparat,st writings d1scus~ed. earlier, a 
r~ical iNl)-s1s nl"\'ertheless goes hand-in-hand with separat,st pract,ce. For u ~ 
~rat,'51 pr•dice- meilns breaking off from heterofeminism <1nd the gay 
mc:,.,ement. and 11\'ing a ltfe that revolves essentia lly around the ever increasen 
,wbllaty of lesb1ans as a pohtical force capable of fight ing all (orms of 
hetero-oppression. 

The s1m,l•nty between radical and separatist lesb1ans 1s our pract1c~ an<:f ou 
se-nse o( lebian ethacs; and radicals have an even more ev,dent pol1tacaf link 
with lh~ separat,sts \\hose pol1t1c.1I affirmation 1s FOR, BY ANO ABOUT 
LE.58UN5. or FOR LESBIANS ONLY. They start from the bas1s of the1r real1t)' as 
les.biilM. and e\•en if they fa,I to make the analysis that lesbia ns are not ,vomf."] 
in pract1c~ t~ work together as lesbians. lt is important that any ana!ys1s of 
our c,ppresst0ns be linked to an analysis of the cause of these oppress1ons: lhe 
heterosystem. Only we, as lesbians, can establish this link w1thout comprom• 

lt !.houkl be imposs1ble to analyse any type of oppress1on without making th 
connect,on that lesbianism signifies the eventual destruction of the hetero-
phallocrallC system. 

Notes 
1 Íltsl vtl'SIO'I ol 1h15 an,cle WdS publ,shed tn French 1n ArvtAZONES D 'HIER., 
ll.SBJEN.\.CS 0-AUJOLJRD'IIUI, 1, No. 2-3, December 1982. 

ª Oul"tftl thP 60i. lhe term Quebt-cers gradually carne to be u sed instead of French 
C~..ios lo merlo the French-spe.aking inhdbitants of Quebec - even though ... to 

lt ~n,¡tf1. &he entire population of Quebec, 20% of wh,ch is nol French-~•kms- Thf lt"nn \\'iS idopled by Quebec separallsts in order to stress the,r datíe-~, 
lrom die le& DI Ca~da. 

• 5inc. lti. 60r.. Q(,ebtu~ ha\-e .15socia1ed the term separat,st w,th the fight for n.it~ 
lndependenc• •nd ~•tion (rom Canada. The words lesb,an,!>m and !!!CparJtissn .-~ 
1~ ra""1 '550Cwtfd in Quebec, since confusion would be inevitable. The- qu~ 
oL labia .. 111d IMIIOfW1sm (that ,s, separ.itism) in Quebec is a subject of .an artic~ 
-.tddl f 8n,MtJ 1m now writmg. 
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• T.,ken from Anne Mkh.iud's article on the expenenct of Que-bcc l~btans at 1he 198 M1chig,1n fosliv.11 , pubh!ihed ,n AMAZONES D'HIER, LESB/fNf',;fS D1'LJJOUR01-fUI, 1, No. 2· 3, Oecember 1982. 

"See Note 3. 

Feminismo Pr,mero - Feminism Frrsr. A tcsb,an ScpJrc11,sr Anc1/ys1s. (SNttle: Tsunami Prc~s, 1980), p. 59 Tsunam, Pr~s. P.O. Box 22913. SeJUle, WA. 98122. Sl.00. 
7 Lobian Sep.1rat1st Group (Atice, Debb1e, Gordon. and Mary). Amazon AnJ/~•s \~eatt Wa 1973, 1974). p. 43 . This Is a mimeogr.iphcd papcr of 94 p.igcs. July 1973, \\Ílh a page cnltque added in March 1974. 
• In the video AMAZONES 0-HIER, LESBIENNE5 D'AUJOURD'IIUI, Anane Brunt-t puts, forth the idea that therc were two períods 111 AmJzon h,~tory. pre-matri,1rchal and p~ matriarchal. She also makes a definite connection betwecn the Amazons .1nd l~b,ans. 9 In 1972 and 1973 The Funes collect1ve publ,shed a neMp.lpN o( the same n.ime fro \'\lashmgton, O C. A collect,on of articles írom this nc.•wsp,1per w.is pubhsh('d in, Nan Myron and Charlotte Bunch. eds., lesbianism Jnd tht.• \Vomc•n 's MO\'t'ment (8alt1more~ Dian,1 Press, 1976). 
'º Charlolle Bunch, "Learning from Lesb,an Separa11~m." Ms , No\embe!r 1976, p. 99, 1 1 See Gmny Berson, "The Funes," in , Myron & Bunch, eds .. Le~biJni)m and rhf? Womt' 1\-'fon?m e n t , p. 16 
12 Adrienne Rich, UNotes for a Magazine: Wh.1t does Separ.1t1sm Ml"anr S.ni~rer Wod No. 18, Fati 1981. 
0 Taken from a book by Micheline Grimard-Leduc, fl/c des Amant<'S. A1wa1lable from Micheline Gnmard-Leduc, 545 rue Grant. No. 6, Longucu1I, Quebec, J4H 3J). S8.00 (Canad,an). 
,, This concept was first dl'\-eloped by Monique Wíttig in her article, ·on N~ Na11 P,u Femme," Quest,ons Femin,stes, No. 8, May 1980. '"One is Not Born a \Voman; fem,nist ,~ ues. 1, No. 2, W1nter 1981. 
1sMonique \V11tig. '"La Pensee Stra1gh1," Que~t1ons Femm,stcs. No. 7, f<•bruary 1980. Engl1sh transl.1t1on .ippears in feminist lssues, 1, No. 1, 1981. 
1• Adrienne R1ch, ~compubory Hcterosexual1ty and Lesb1an h1s1ence; Signs, S. No. 4. Summer 1980. 
1 7 -Ed,tonat; la v,~ en Rme. June/July/Augusr 1982. (Tramlared by Ariane Brunei) 
11 Monique W1tt1g, hla Penset> Straight.~ 



Looking for the Amazons 

Eloise Klein Hea/y 

"Ex v1rtute fit nobilitasN - out of virtue comes nobílity. The motto on the seal 
the college I went to, a college that no /onger exists. A/so on the sea/ is a heart 
girded about with three roses in full bloom, a flame shooting out from the 
severed aorta, and a sword piercing the heart diagonally from the upper right to 
the lower left. Almost a coat of arms. In actuality, this heart in si/ver was a 
badge which adorned the navy blue and black habit of each of the Sisters of 
the lmmaculate Heart of Mary, a community of Catholic nuns which at one 
time could be found in schools and hospitals ali over California. They were 
headquartered in Hollywood, right at the curve where los Feliz becomes 
Western Avenue, the longest straight street in the world, falling from the bushy 
scrub covered foothills oí Griffith Park to the ocean sorne 25 miles away. 

This was all before the final conflict in the war between the lmmaculate Heart 
Sisters and the Archbishop of Los Angeles, James Francis Cardinal Mclntyre, 
which raged off and on in one form or another for two decades, but which 
culminated in the early 1970's in the splitting of the community and the closing 
of lmmaculate Heart College. 

Severa! months ago, after seeing the play lmmaculate Heart at a l1ttle theatre 
in Hollywood, the pain of that time and my anger over all those events welled 
up again; but because of work l've been doing for a book length poem about 
Artemis, 1 had a new understanding of what happened to the Sisters of the 
lmmaculate Heart of Mary. 1 To me, the whole confrontation/conflagration was 
one more of the battles of the amazons against the patriarchy. From my 
research on Artemis, Artemis-figures, and the Amazons, 1 could see why these 
nuns were targels for a destruction that had a decidedly lnquisitional flavor to 
it.2 

1 don't remember exact/y what day a small group of us who taught in schools 
run by the lmmaculate Hearts was ushered into a large parlar in the Mother 
House to be questioned about the work the IHM's were doing. 1 remember 
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. ho had been sent f rom Rome to investigate the rmtter 
thinking that the pnest ;lines of authority, obediences or disobediences. lt felt 
could only ~omprehfiend the latter. In those days of heady social change, a group ~~~~~;;;:: si:::r:°w;:;, in concert had decided to chang~ the living pattem~ of 
their community, to wear secular clothing when a~propnate, to attend non 
Catholic graduate Khools, to invite radical theolog,ans to speak - well, they 
may have indeed been viewed as dangerous. , 

After ali my wondering about amazons of the past and_ what uses the womens 
movement had made oí them, what uses lesbian separatasts had made of them, 
1 realized that t had lived and worked among sorne long befare I had much 
s.ense at all oí feminism. These sisters - self-determined, self-possessed women 
in a single sex socíety - threatened the .. , athers" in many of the s~me ways 
,,'Ornen did at the time of Paul's journey to Ephesus to preach agamst the 
devolion to Artemis there. · 

Surrounding any goddess l1ke Artemis you find amazons. They are linked 
throughout history in the visual and literary arts and in the mythologies of 
peoples from places as various as Anatolia, 1 libya and Dahomey, the jungles 
of South America, the unexplored regions of early California, Northern Europe, 
and among the native, tribal peoples of the North American continent. Artemis 
(and other Artemis-figures) represent the wildwood and the dynamism of animal 
life. In the pantheon oí the Greeks, Artemis stands out as an unassimilated 
character - a warrior and protectress of wild beasts - the embodiment of 
untamed natural impulses and the capricious world of the law of nature. She is 
the goddess oí uncompromising integrity, and not surprisingly, the premier 
goddess of the Amazons. 

Stud1es rndrcate that this virgin goddess is not of Greek or lndo-European 
origin,~ and she remained unconquered in form or substance by the more 
patriarchal inhabitants of the wooded upper regions of the Anatolian peninsula. 
Britomart1s, her earlier counterpart in Crete, bears the same attributes, a nymph 
who scorns the attentions of men and prefers instead the company oí others 
hke herself and the pursuits of the hunt. 

Kerenyi {39-45) makes an interesting observation about Artemis, based on her 
requests for presents from her father, Zeus, who saw her for the first time when 
she was three years old. She asked for eternal virginity, a bow and quiver of 
arrows, swift hunting dogs to accompany her through the forests, a short skirt 
that she not be hindered while she ran after game, and companions to serve 
her, girls about nine years old. 

That she chose girls this age for her helpmates is important, says Kerenyi, if 
we consider the place of the girl in Greek society. Sometime between 
childhood and the onset of puberty, the girl could escape the demands of both 
these stages. She was no longer a baby, subject to the control and discipline 
given a child. She was also not of marriageable age and subiecl to the 
restrictions of womanhood {meaning for the Greeks, motherhood.) In short. ,he 



~y androgynous. She could play boys• games whife inh b't• bódy. The Proscriptions of a patriarchal society had little hofd ª h, tng ª 8irl•s 
over er. 

The myths did, however, place emphasis on the kind of experiences nd 
problems although in ideafized or exaggerc11ed forms that m t ª. . - os anc,ent women encountered in the course of their lives. In myth, there were 
essentially two main courses o( female ex,stence: cehbacy or mvolvement w,th males and {inevitabfy) childbearing. The two paths were of course mulually 
@xclusive, though a woman (ora goddess) could return to cel1bacy after her 
children were born. For mortal women, involvement with males was the more 
usual and probably the more promising alternative, since virginity offered 
freedom only to goddesses like Athena and Artemis, who as goddesses had the 
power to defend themselves and by defin1tion were ageless and immortal. 
(Lefkowitz 210) 

The hallmark of the virgin goddess, contrary to our Christian notions of the 
meaning o( virginity, is not chastity (since sorne virgin goddesses took fema fe 
and male lovers and/or husbands), it is self-possession. 

The etymology of the word virgin is not known for certa~n. The~e !san often 
repeated guess that it comes from vir-egeo, 'I lack a m~n. B~t t_h,s 1s 

d btedly wrong. The most plausible argument derives v,rg,n from the un ou f h b , , .i / J 't Greek o'pygn(orge), 'impulse' or 'passion; and rom t e ver o p y -w,orga-o , o 
swell, to be puffed up: This is the same root as that for orgy, and both are , 
related to the Sanskrit urg, urgá, urgás meaning 'fullness_ of power, sap, . energy. 
This possible root gives both vírga (a rod or stem) and v,rgo (a young g,rl) . 
(Warner 279) 

Self-possession, though, for a woman in the emerging patriarchal system, was a 
dangerous deviation and has continued to be one. 

Since greek myth glorified the role of mother, it also tended to condemn to 
infamy those who in sorne way rebelled against it. A confirmed mortal virgin 
who resisted the advances of a god might be punished simply by 
metamorphosis into a tree or flower. But women who consciously denied their 
femininity, hke the Amazons, orones who killed their husbands and fathers, 
like the women of lemnos, were regarded as enemies and monsters. (lefkowitz 214-215) 

The whole _notion of self-pos~~slon. echoes the matriarchy or any stage ¡ n 
human soc1ety that was matrah~ea.1 ~n organization and function, any time when 
the reproduct1ve power of the md1v1duaf and the community was under the spiritual and physical control of the female. This then, 

malees the bffhive a perfect prototype of the first human societ~ b d h gynocracy of motherhood ... The bee was rightly looked u ' ase on t e 
the feminine potency of nature ••• (Neumann 26s) P<>n as a symbol of 



. esentation of female power also helped cait 
Thisi~Y~~:c(::ale) societies like those of the Amazons _who t 
:,~h~ping the goddess in her bee form. A_t Eph~us, wh1ch s~ A 
shrine to Artemis from prehistoric times unt1I the v1slt of Paul t e 

h lt ·mal In fact the whole 
Artemis was associated with the bee as er cu an, · ' ed the 

• . • 1 • 1 t'mes seems to have rest on 
organization of the sanctuary in e ass,ca 1 . 11 d be melissaf 
symbolic analogy of a beehive, wíth swarms of pr,estess~ ca e 8;:• 

• 
and numerous eunuch priests called 'drones: essenes. (Gimbutas 1 · 

To a society and a world view becoming increasingly patriarchal this devotion 
drew down harm on the male. 

The 'virginity' of the Great Mother, i.e., her independence of the· male, 
becomes particularly evldent in the Amazonian bee state, where only the 
queen is fecundated by the male, and she only once. For this reason, and 
because of the food she eats, the bee is pure •.. And among the bees, as so 
often among beasts and men, matriarchal womanhood assumes a character of 
the 'terrible' in relation to the male; for after mating, the drone mate and all 
the other drones are slain like aliens by the female group inhabiting the hive. 
(Neumann 267) 

The ferocity of the amazon to the male is well documented. From Samothrace 
to the jungles of South America, the amazons are described as having their way 
with men for the purposes of reproduction and then either killing the male 
offspring, mutilating them in the hands or legs that they be fit only to serve as 
slaves, or sending them back to their natural fathers while keeping the 
daughters of their unemotional couplings with men. 

The idea of civilization as a swarm of bees serving a single deadly queen, a 
killer of males, was anathema to early patriarchy; but the single sex society of 
the monstrous and dangerous Amazon offered the male philosophers and 
writers of the newly emerging Greek cities a way to define themselves and their 

conception of civilized culture. The dualism inherent in Western thinking sets 
up ali reality as a series of categories in which opposites are identified. lf there 
is man, there is woman. lf there is man, there is beast. lf there is Greek, there is 
barbarian. According to Page du Bois's formulations in Centaurs and Amazons-
by the fifth century B.C. the force of /ogos (reason) was replacing the more 
mythic, poetic consciousness of earlier periods. Beginning at that time, 

... the definition of the norm, the human subject, proceeds through a 
catalogue of difference. The human Greek male, the subject of history and of 
the culture oí the polis (city state),_ is defined In_ relation to a ff~ies of crea 
defined as d,fferent. He is at first s,mply not-ammal, not-barbanan,. not-

Greek/barbarian 
Male/female 
Human/anlm.11 



But by ian.ilogy, ali the other creatures are seen m O • . 
center of culture, the Greek male Thus the 'ePPos,,t•on to the 
L... 1 h . . , ,1 ma e, th A tflC' ~n,ma. t e barbanan, the Centaur have more in comm mazon. 

than any of them has with the mafe. These .. others· exíst at t~n w,th t-dch otfler 
cívilization and do not belong to rhe polis. Women bec., ehperiphery oí 
l. h rod . f h ' uUSe t ey are ,or t e rep uct1on o t e race, have a dual positíon _ both . h .necessar, 

ts'd · A h '" t e c,ty and ou I e 1t. mazons, owever, are completely outside civilizat· b . 
d h d ion, eing wo an women w o o not cooperare in the reproductive strategy of the rn~ 

patnarchal system. Not only are they anti-marriage, they keep compl t . d . d e e control over the1r own repro uclton an exclude men from their society altogeth 
lhey do not enler inlo exchange, but in fact will seduce men away from ~ · 
wives and homes as they d,d with the Scythian men.s eir 

1t's paradoxical how Amazons were viewed in two contradictory l ights. On the 
one hand. they were seen as marginal, monstrous creatures isolated from 
human culture and living a brutal warrior's existence. On the other hand, they 
casta certain erot,c attraction for men because of their lack of availability. The 
number of public art works depicting the Amazonomachy ind,cates how deeply 
the struggle with the Amazons affected the consciousness of the Greeks, 
particularly the Athenians. Also, names of individual Amazons appear beside 
their figures on Greek vases, figures presented so as to emphasize their 
attractiveness and femininity, to maintain sexual ddferent,ation. They do not 
picture sinewy, well-developed warrior women.6 That the conquest of the 
Amazons was sexually tantalizing is shown in one of the legends about Ach,lles 
who fell in love with the Amazon queen Penthesilea c1s he battled with her on 
the fields of Troy. In sorne tellings of the tale he raped the dying queen and 
killed a soldier companion, Thersites, who either admonished him for this 
disgraceful treatment of a martial equal or mocked him for being so smitten by 
an Amazon. 

That the Amazons of class1cal myth who worshipped a warrior goddess 
(herself served by a coterie o( young unmamed women) were not thought of as 
lesbian is somewhat mysterious. Only Sobol (145) speculates about their sex 
hves the ten months of the year they weren't seeking male sexual partners to 
help them in reproducing their tnbes. Although homosexual,ty was part of the 
fabric of Greek society, the accounts of Amazon customs by Greek 
com_mentators a~d historians do not suggest anything l1ke lesbianism among them. 

lt is ~rth notmg that historians, art critics, and mythographers focus on the 
behavior of the Amazons toward men and on their self-mutilation. Bul, as in the 
cahse of women of all types throughout myth and history their relationship to 
ot er women has not been e ·d ed f ' . . . d. . ons, er o much value. What 1s stud1ed when M!X as stu aed 1s male-female se 1 . 
speakin& there has been li 1 ,xua pract1ces and_ re1~tionships. Generally 

In our own time. it is stillt~xi:it'e selft~terminat,on mentioned there. 
--unmaMin, a self-possessed Y tanta •zmg for sorne males to f antasize 

woman (or any lesbian) with a •sooct lay: sexual 
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d being the tools by which a woman'~ attention \, focUMd Off 
conquest an rape 
male ~r and privilege. . , 

A completely different situauon ex1sted among th~ 0ahom~ans ln Afri~a~ 
here the female warrior society was incorporated anto the hfe of the tnbe and 

:~ate, and the women were not opponents af the King but his adjuncts. The 
women soldiers were regarded legally as wives, for sorne reason ar other; they 
were under the control of the King, but he did not desire them "because of 
the1r lack of personal attractiveness:" (Herskov1ts 11 : 46) 

These amazons were requi red to remain chaste during their time in the 
service. According to records, from the number of cases in which severe 
pun,shment was meted out, the amazons of Dahomey had welcome contact 
wath members of the opposite sex. There was even a joke that more soldiers \ost 
their lives going over the wall of the amazon camp than ever fell in battle. 
(Herskovi ts 11 : 87) So i nstead of being removed from the polis as the Amazons 
of Greece were, the women Wdrriors of Dahomey were part of the fabric of 
society. They claimed to have changed their sex, and in dress and demeanor 
they behaved hke m~n. Dressed in short trousers, a sleeveless blouse covered 
over by a shirt or tunic , they were armed according to their company's function. 
At the time of Gego,8 the archers, the p ick of the army and the best dancers, 
... vere "distinguished by scanty attire, by a tattoo extending to the knee, and by 
an ivory bracelet on the left arm-7 (Herskovits 11 : 89) That they could claim a 
gender change and still have i llegal heterosexual liaisons speaks volumes about 
the difference between Greek thinking and Dahomean logic. 

The po,"Verful hold of the Amazons on the male imagination was still 
operative at the t ime of the explorations of the New World by Europeans. 

Travellers to the Americas brought back tales of Amazon tribes, glimpsed or 
heard o f, through the s1xteenth century. Simtlarly, when Africa was explored by 
the fi rst Europeans, A mazon societ,es were described in Ethiopia and in 
present-day Z imbabwe ... The d isti nguishmg characteristícs of d,ííerent tribes' 
social structures were blotted out by an overwhelming interest in the figure oí 
a woman warnor: the mere s1ghting oí a native girl carrying a weapon could 
lead explorers to posit yet another homeland oí the Amazons. (Warner 208) 

Even before there had been any exploration of the west coast of the North 
American continent, a legend was circulating about an island called California 

\Vhich ~vas inhabited by black Amazons. In 1510, Ordonez de Montalvo . 
pubhshed Las Sergas de Esplad,an, a romance that chronicled the exp~o!ts of 
these women, tying them to the fantastic myth of El Dorado by descrabmg the 
Amazons as having arms of gold and golden trappings on all the wild beasts 
they had tamed. Their queen, Calafia, gave her name to the co~ntry justa ti.: 
Amazon region and its river were named after the woman warr1ors who 

living there. d d b ... , ttb 
In 1542, Spanish explorers did contactan o ª'"ºe W 



, 

A~.12on region, t.hl' fiercest fighters ,lmong thcm being tall . 
ha1r long ~nd bra,d~d about their hecids. father G,lspc1, d~ wh,r~ worn<•n \.\-n 
accompamed Francisco de Orellana on thls expecft' C1rva¡c1/,. who · 

' ion reporte.ad that th f 
e '~h 

. .. are \"t'ry robust c1nd go r1boul nakt>d, w,rh thei 
their bows and arrows in their hands, doing JS m;ci~r~vyhpt·Jrts cover<'d, w,rh 

d . d d h • ,g rng as ten lnd,an 
men • .in m ee l t>re ~,,u one wom.in among thesc wh h 

d · ( b , . os ot an .1rrow :i 
eep tnto one o our r,g,mt,nl-s, and others lt'ss dl'C'p th • 

b · · 1 k d 1 , , , SO J l o u r rrsantines oo e 111.e porcupm~s.' 

Similar to other amazons, these women, c1n lndian captive told Father G a!> 
not live with men but raided nearby lndian villages and carried men off 1~ª'· d 

With them. The men were then banished and the offspring, if girls, were ra,~1 

by the women while the boys were either killed or returned to their fa the rs. 
While it cannot be said that among the native North Americans there were 

Amazon societies, the social organization of the tribal peoples was suffic,ent ly 
flexible to accomodate women who through choice or direction from a v,s,on 
or dream assumed the prerogatives of a hunter or warrior, even to the pornt ot 
t.king another woman as wife. In many tribes, among them the Yumas o f the 
Southwest and lngalik o ( Alaska, a woman could participate in rituals wh,ch 
were formales only like sweat baths. The physical sexo( the woman was 
ignored by the men because, to them, she was defined by her gender behav,or 

Native peoples respected the self-determrnatton of these women warriors and 
believed these cross-over people ,vere drrected by the spirits. 'What th is e han ge 
demonstrated is the extreme malleab1l1ty of people with respect to gender ro/es. 
which can operate independently o( a person's morphological sex and can 
determine both theír gender status and erotic behavior." (Williams 10-l 1). Cross-
dressing or becoming a warrior was not necessary in every case in which a 
woman was accepted asan amazon. Sahaykwisa, a Mojave woman, bore a 
rnasculine name. She had, therefore, gone through the ceremony or initiation 
rite for a hwame.10 She dressed like a woman, was feminine in appearance and 
hAd large breasts. She earned money as a prostitute for white men and spent 
her money on ~en she fancled. (Williams 11) 

H~ secu_al activtty wlth men was unusual in that tndlans often believed 
~'".I with I man robbed the amazon of he, power in the hunt, ruining her 
,::.~ pme. Perhaps it was lucky for Sahaflcwa,._ sbe didn't hunt far a 

of Since_ !h. lncfian people understood lndMdúlJ l'IJillleü!dleJO much a pa rt 
a spttit lnffuenced l'Nllty, diere WIS much - Ai,j¿~ 

aendet' behaviors. Spirit inctusi\ten_., rn,"4 ... ...,.. for variance in 
bv con1raet, the splrituaf ••clusi\len_. _ tJDdfjj people, a n d 
males« the Nth century a.c. ntadeAn:lu.oit, the Greek 

.. = r:·"AsitwasforAmazon, ll! by 
- tobtflllrdedunot 
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lookmg (or thr Ama1,ons S7 

1 
~n more and more to idenlify themse\ves with \ogos and . 

• AISO. ~,• es, -alm A. man was soul and a woman was matter (maternity) 
the sp1r 1ua ,.. • d · 

¡ Ce 
·.u,!11~ p&.vc.ical limited to the physical p\ane and devote to 1\s 

Mr ex !.ten TI''"" "P • 

nu,:r~:;~ e thfl' most famous female warrior figure in Western culture, wou\d 
ha"-e ~n :; wetl accepted as a cross-dressing shamanic amazon by North . . 
American tribal peoples as she was hai\ed by her own peop\e as a young v, rgm 
,,ho emerged as a nationa\ savior. toan, like many young lndian women, carne 

10 her warrior ca\ling because of voices, voices which directed her to ~eav~ the 
dom~tic occupation of shepherd and put on the armor of the king. l 1kew1s~. 
her ch ,ls.tity was a declaration of self•possession, a means to direct her energ,es 
aod loyahy to what her voices had declared a glorious service. 

Thc concept of virginity which sh~ embodied - literc1lly - had enormous 
po·wer in her cuhure. Juxtaposed to the vivisected and dlsmembered body of 
the Kingdom. her virginity provided an urgent symbol of integrity. By 
svnedoche, Joan's intact sexuality stood for the whole of her and, in the 
amb1t1ons of her supporters, the whole of France. (Warner 32) 

The Ma,d of Orleans was so much larger than life in her reality that it was very 
easy for c hroniclers to make use of her exploits and transform them into even 
larger hero,cs Even her familiar name, Joan of Are, was not the name she 
w ou ld have used for herself, but its associations reverberated with power. 

At her t ria l there was sorne confusion as to what she was really called. She 
testified that she was called "Jhenne" in France and "Jhenette" at home. But in a 
disputed report of the proceedings (since her statement about her name was 
recorded in only one transcript of the trial), we find something to make an 
Amazon's heart leap up in recognition. 

A month later, when this Matement was read out to Joan, she corrected 
herself. Her íamily name was 'Daré she said, or 'Rommée' because in her pJrt 
of the world, girls took the surnames o( their mothers [my eniphasis]. (Warner 198) 

This family name, D'Arc, linked her with images associated with the power of 
women throughout history and allowed direct parallels to be made by historical 
writers between the Amazons of classical mythology and the virgin warrior, Joan 
of Arc.1z 

In Joan·s lifetime. her works - the works of a woman - had to be expl.iined 
in some other context since they were beyond the scope of ordinary women 
and men. ldentifying her with the Amazons of Greek myth was a convenient 
way to fix her in a category that already had about it a familiar set o( symbols 

and consequences. . 
was not condemned to death as a warrior, however, b~t as a heret•~: In 

Joan f h C th i·c church women were and are outs,de the definit,on 
the culture o t e ª 0 1 ' 



of citizenship. While subject to ecdesiastical authority, th 
~h~t happened to Joan at the hands of the lnquisitio~ pa~~,~~n~ot exercise h. 
s1gnrficant aspects what happened to the IHM's in Los An I es '" many 

la Pucelle, the maid, refused to obey the dictates of theg: es,. . . 
th . . b' h 1. f h . ce es1ast1cal au ont1es to a Jure t e rea 1ty o er vo,ces. She would not d 

identify the source of her warrior calling; nor would she changenyh or cledarly 
d . e er mo e f ress back to more convent,onal forms. She had grown to love he 

5 
d 0 

l. Sh 1· ed ' h b' d Id' · r wor and 1very. e 1~ ,or t e 1vouac an . so . 1er!ng, sleeping under the stars With 
her companions at arms. lt was her mclmat,on to live like this, and her voices 
had put her on this path. 

She was somewhat tricked into signing a letter renouncing the voices and her 
man's clothing, but a few days later she recanted and soon after went to her death. u 

The Sisters of the lmmaculate Heart of Mary believed, too, that their 
experiments in all phases of their works and life patterns was dictated by a 
higher authority (the decrees of Vatican Council 11 on the niodernization of 
religious life). They also believed, after much study, that their choice of clothing 
should be determined by the nature of the work. Thus, they refused to return to 
a "traditional" habit and kept to the belief that what they wore be appropriate 
for what profession they were in. For Joan, that meant wearing men's clothing -
specifically the raiment of war; for rnodern day nuns, that meant changing into 
clothing worn by nurses, teachers, attorneys, social workers, etc. 

And so they were offered a choice. Obey the rulings of the Cardinal or lose 
their status as a religious community. 

The sword did pierce the heart. The comrnunity split in two, and soon after, 
the college closed. Many wealthy Catholics withdrew their support of the work 
of rebellious nuns.14 

1 don't exactly know why I decided to placean Arternis-figure in Los Angeles 
and give her a poem to write about modern urban existence seen from the 
consciousness of_ a warrior-goddess. The reasons for poerns sometimes come after they are wntten or thPV k h • · h h d t 'h. -, wor t emselves out alongs,de the words. 1 think 1 ave a o go searc ing for th 
for women isn't over J d G he ways women have made war because the war 
Artemis women par ¡¡ ra n has spoken well about the Amazons, those 

e ence, and our need for Amazon idea Is . 
. . . so they lost, the wom . 
h · · en-warnors th · t eir smgle-minded sist h d . ' e wamors for women: their territory, bod' er 00 the1r m · 1 ies. Nor have we regained,th . ag,ca pow~r, the autonomy of their 

and over, nor have we stopped since the Tro1an War losing them over understandin th . trying to r · h ' 8 at 1t will be do egain t em, nor have we stopped 
That we live in a f ne. (Crahn 183-184) . 

should wed this kn ime of guerilla Warf ar h . 
"cities" or spheres oC:W'~ge to our am e s ould be instructive to women. We 

act,vity we find O azo~ pr~clivities and lnfiltrate the various 
urs~ ves: In. 1 know for ITlyi.elf that 1 • v ewinB_ 
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h h the lens of the Artemis-Amazon poem l'm writing, my \\fe \s 
he world t roug h h d f h • 

t d . h sibility again. Even thoug t ere are many e eats, t ere ,s 
charge hw,t poksnowledge that amazons never die out altogether. like the 
always t e sure h d 
forest fire that smolders -in the earth and courses along t e un~ergroun 

k of roots amazons spring up in another place and stnke fire. 
networ ' · d · lf 11 h l b · ' This constructive "sparking" has manifeste 1tse a over t ego e m womens 
networks. In Los Angeles it is seen among women who have col\ected into their 
own institutions which offer them new avenues through which to emerge 
revivifed and able to confront the larger socíety with a conscious sense of 
power. Certainly, Arlene Raven, Judy Chicago and Sheila de Brettville in 
withdrawing from the California lnstitute of the Arts and creating the Woman's 
Building and the Feminist Studio Workshop in 1973 founded a city of women 
and a public institution for the arts where women could draw on their own 
resources and non-hierarchical feminist educational methods to create women's 
culture. This self-conscious distancing from the male dominated art world, in 
intention and result, was as amazon as you could get without riding bareback 
clown the freeway brandishing a two-headed ax. 

The formation of Connexxus (Women's Center/Centro de Mujeres) in 1984 by 
Lauren Jardine and Adel Martinez and a group of financia! backers is yet another 
intrusion into society by an institution of and for women, specifically lesbians. 
Connexxus exists, says Jardine, because of the belief that quality services for 
women must be provided by women themselves. lmportantly, Connexxus did 
not set itself up on the periphery, marginalized and trivialized, but defined 
itself immediately as an institution which demanded a place in the mainstream. 

What both of these institutions represent to me flies in the face of the 
traditional image of the Amazon - the mutilated woman, monstrous and 
menacing and in the business of death. lt is important to harken back to the 
cities _the. Amazo~s founded and to the fact that Artemis was also the goddess 
of chil~b,rth. Whtle sacrifices to Artemis were known to be bloody and 
~xcess,ve, they manifested the tremendous struggle between life and death in 
1ts most primitive animal representation. 

Mutilated beasts from which 'a member was cut off were sacrificed to 
Artemis, and her name has - quite plausibly - been derived from the verb 
artamein, 'to slaughter: The bull's or hippopotamus' thigh asan attribute of Ta-
u rt, the castrated priests of Cybele and Diana (two other forms of Artemis) at 
Ephesus, fit into the context. (Neumann 276) 

But that Amazons mutilated themselves by burning the right breast with a hot 
iron or tying it with a cord to discourage its growth, there is little positive 
evidence. This legend was passed on through history, however, and when Sir 
Walter Raleigh reported back from his explorations of Gui~na, h~ noted that he 
did not see any right breasts missing from the women wamors w,th whom M 
h a d contact. 



of Orffk mythology and the South American a mazo ns seem d 

6thers and not themsel:m. ~heir f~roclty_ aga_inst those who face~ 1~: 

íanJe ft Mfkfocumented as 1s the,r hab,t of cripplmg their male childr fl) 

.. them. 
en o, 

Nothing could a clearer symbol of how the figure {of the Amazon) 

embodlft a rejedion o( the feminine than the s~ered breast. Astonishrngly, 

this custom appears to have been ínvented at sorne later date: no Amazon Ín a 

C~k v.ase 1>41inting or sculpture of clc1ssicdl times is mutilated in th is way, Jnd 

1he authors who describe this custom are comparalively late: Justin, Diodorus 

Siculus, Calen. They also pro\'ide the mistaken etymology of rhe Am.izon. As 

RoMrt Cram has pointed out, the A may be empharic, so 1hc11 the word may 

mttan 'many breasted' as mdeed was the Amazon's special goddess, Diana 

fArtemls) of the Eph~lans. (Warner 215) 

This healthier view of the Amazons is supported by Sobol ( 111, 13 7) who also 

believes it is illogical to think of warriors handicapping themselves in this way, 

or mothers who needed to suckle infants limiting themselves to one breast. 

Sobol (14S) adds an important line of inquiry not found in Warner beca use the 

fatter didn't treat the questron o( lesbianism among Amazons. Sobol d iscusses at 

length the acceptance of homosexuality in c/assical Greece and the p lace of 

homosexuality in ancient armies and warrior societies. As monstrous as their 

behavior might have made them, they are always pictured or d iscussed in terms 

of their beauty and their great courage. lt is not unlikely they admired the same 

things about themselves and their companions; the great attention they paid to 

their physical prowess probably made them more interested in their bodies 

rather than less. 
Amazons, when they are represented in art, are often depicted w ith one 

breast bared, and Neumann (128) identifies this characteristic d isplay of the 

naked breast as a manifestation of goddess worship. 

The Great Goddess as a whole is a symbol of creative life and the pa rts of her 

body are not physical organs but nummous symbolic centers of whole spheres 
0 ~ hfe. For th,s rt-ason, the 'self-representat1on' of the Grear Goddess, her 
display o( her breuts bell O , · ked bo . . . 

Th . ' Y, r en 1re na dy, 1s a form of divine ep,phany. 

et. us, in •~e_Cman cultural sphere, the unco\-ering of the breasts is a sac red 
a ,on perta1n1ng to the cult Th odd d h . 
show their full b · 'B ess an e priests identified with her 

~ªsts, the symbols of the nourishing l1fe stream. 

Nor is there among Native Am . 
This is probably dueto the diff erica~s ª"'! r~ord of mutilation of the breast. 

by tribal peoples on th· . erence in thinkmg about gender roles exhibited 
1s cont,nent Chang· n f 

woman to a man was done first 0~ th .'. 8 roma man to a wornan or a 

~present~ a higher calling t ha e sp.nt level and had a sacred character. lt 

! ~rel~r to take the P0sition ºo1 t: such di~ion from the spirits. 

missang breast is a "scare storyl' (e! Crahn who believes the story of the 
n 172> IO rnake 

women think twice abour 
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l.oolcin¡ 

, t ols or weapons. 1 also subscribe to the spirit of 

.,,8 uP rnen_s 8° comment about the loss of her breast to cancer su.,y. 
,,~, r's r,,ov1n 
~etzst er afraid of mirrors when I see the sign of the amazon, the one who 

1 ato 11º 10".~,c There is a íine red line across my chest where the knife entered 

ts arro ... h d I f ' 
shOO branch winds about t e scar an trave s rom arm to heart. Creen 

bul riow :er the branch, grapes hang there and a bírd appears. What grows in 

1eavt5 cois vital and does not cause me harm. 1 think the bird is sing,ng. When 

me "~ed hís work, the tattooist drank a glass of wine with me. 1 have 

he fin,s shed sorne of the scars. 1 have designed my chest with the care given 

elinqu• 1 
r ·numinated manuscnpt. 1 am no onger ashamed to make lave In the 

toan i h d . • 
. hl a hand caressed my e est an once agam I carne to hfe. Lave is a battle 

,,,g ' d f . h d · 

1 can win. 1 have the bo y o a warnor w o oes not k,11 or wound. On the 

book of my body, 1 have permanently inscribed a tree. (Metzger 219) 

Here the warrior_ is ~lear about ha~ing lost some~hing of herself in a battle for 

life; she has not infltcted herself w,th a wound e1ther physically or psychically. 

1 can't help thinking about the symbolic level. We don't have to lose part of 

ourselves to be more of ourselves. Becoming self-possessed, a true amazon, in 

our patriarchal society is taken as mutilation of femininity. As we see with the 

Greeks, a woman is relegated to the periphery of the society when she makes 

the decision to be something other than the opposite of a man. When she 

comes to her own power and is not simply the 'lack" of another kind of power, 

whether that be physical, spiritual, or política!. 

The warrior life for our times demands first that we not cooperate in the dualistic 

habits of thought and behavior that make up Western culture. The battle is not 

to be marginalized, but to create amazon enclaves, our own institutions, in the 

larger "polis" and battle it out. Quite realistically, this means learning to constantly 

transform, to build our own "cities" and rebuild them when they burn. This, 

now, is what being a warrior is ali about - living in images we make come true 

whether that be building our bodies or our own political bases. Self-possession. 

Which brings me back to Artemis. Here I am in Los Angeles surrounded by 

the kinds of hills and greenery I can imagine Artemis and the Amazons 

inhabiting, and although I have never seen an Amazon i~ a starr,: red leather. 

tunic astride a pawing, anxious mare, 1 have seen one w,th amc1zing muscles an 

a red dress. 1 welcome any sign of an amazon re-em~r_sence around m! -

warrior networks operating on the physical plane, spmtually and psychically 

travelling in bands across space and time. 1 welcome the r~over,: of 

. f . b lf ossessed amazons who were on th1s continent 

;~ or~~t1on a ~ut se ·P with their rigidities and categories.1 s I like that l 

el w ite peop e _camde her sisters among us, wondering what she now 
to ook for Artem1s an 
b h h I aiming those arrows. 

a out, w ere s e s an defeats, the lesson Is that self-detertnlft 

Even among the m eniial amazon traits, have a ftmale shalf 
possession, those ess 



· 5M is alrNdy older than our current need for h d h 
-..,.._. he do nd be d d er an er Wi 

raMtnt.nd dr a h ar an . eer, her noble virtues of absolute 'fiar 
a evot1on to er wamor calling. 

Notes 

' In November, 1985, 1 attended a performance of lmmaculate Heart by Hugo Leckey 
ThNtre The.itre in Hollywood. In the aud1ence that night were severa! former membe~ 
ol the Sisters of the lmmaculate Heart of Mary, one of whom was the model for one of 
the principal characters in the play. 
1 1 am using 'the capital1zed "Amazon" to refer to the Amazons of Greek myth and 
•amazon" to reíer to other \\'Ornen w1th sorne Amazon charactenstics or to the ge-neral 
category includang Amazons and amazons. 
1 Anatolia in ancient times was the name of the vast peninsula between the 
Med,terranean and Black Seas. Generally speaking, Anatolia is Asia Minor and the sate 
pment day Turkey. Along its Western shore were located the major cities of the 
Amuons. and the island of Lesbos was immediately off the coast. 
4 In ancient times there was only the Mother Goddess, and under her various names she 
worked her powers. Artemis is the name the Greeks gave to the form of the all 
encomp¡ssing goddess in her aspect of young warrior maiden. Almost every culture has 
a similar form oí goddess who hunts animals and spends most of her time in the 
w,lderness. 
s Heracles had made prisoners of the Amazons after they had been defeated in a battle 
over the girdle oftheir queen, Hippolyte. But they overpowered the sailors on the ship 
anying them and, without a helmsman (since the Amazons had no sailing or 
navigational skills) the ship took off, completely under the control of the w ind and 
waws. Heracles did not pursue the ship, not wanting to endanger h,s own vessels. The 
Amazons eventually ended up on the shore of Cremni, the land of the Scyth ians. 

Soon the ~r part,es of Amazons were spied by the Scythians who had never seen 
female wamors ~nd took them to be beardless young men. But once they had met in 
battle, the Scyth1ans •resolved t h · 
th rrr (Sobol 4&) So . 0 WOO t e superlat,ve creatures and have offspnng by 
A:azons from a ·dis~~~=:!::~ngaging them in a~y more battles, they observed the 
alliances and dallianc d I owed them they w1shed only to meet. Gradually, 
them and marry thffll~ eve oped, ªnd the Scythians asked the Amazons to live among 

But the Amazons refused sayin h . 
the Scythian women did. Th 8 t eir ways were different, that they could not live like 
lea~their families. Then the young men take their inheritances and 
they Wt Cremni and settltd farth 11 would be wlser to move away altogether, so 
called the Sauromatae ~nd 10 er n~rth, estiblishing their own society They were 
he he ' ,1 r centunes the ke . 
t m t ru,e that a woman co Id women pt their Amazon ways among 

u n't many until she had killed ' an enemy. 



t.ookins ro, o. 

• contra~,. Sir R,chan:I Burton (British consul in West ~frica f~m 1861 ~.:.. 
8Y ted to meet a corps of ~triking Amt1zons when he f1t1t reviewed t~ h, • .,.. Wld 

e,pec h---' to the King lnstead he was shocked to see the SNKuhn• pq~ ,roops anac cu · . , 
~amor carriage of the woman sold,ers • 

., twlosl of the accounts of hfe among the Dahomey in this paper are taken from the 
,eports of Burton and h\s contemporanes in the 1860's. 
• Gf'go w.is a King of the Oahome-ans dunng Burton's consulship. 
• Quot~ m \"arner (209) from )ose Tonbio Medina, trans., Descrubiment,o del Río de las 
Amazonas sugun la relacion de Fr. Gaspar de Carava1.1I (Seville 1894) (New York: 
American Geographícal Soc,ety, 1914.) 
,o Hwame ·,s a term used by the Mojaves to descnbe a young woman who had, often 
because of a dream, refused the female role. lf their famaly could not discour .. ge the-m 
from this change of role, they underwent a transition rite, and then they were given 
;nstruct,ons by the adults in what was appropriate for the,r new sex (\Vilhams 10). 
11 Page du Bois uses the word "analogy" in a very specific sense in relation to how the 
Greeks oí the ft fth century B.C. dealt w ith the concept of d1tference, using a series of 
'"polarit,es linked by analogy" (du Bois 3). 

When there 1s a polanty "oppos,tes of any type tend to be taken as mutually exclusiw 
alternatives" (du Bois 3). Thus, female and maleare polar opposites and mutually 
exclusive. Human is the polar oppos,te of beast ín the same way. But then. by an.alogy 
where a " relationsh1p of s,milarity tends to be assim,lated to th,1t of complete ident,t~ 
(du Bois 3), a female (being the polar oppos1te of a male) and a beast (being. also, the 
polar oppos1te of human) have more in common by ANALOGY than they do with male 
humans. A nice tnck of logic that has helped men assoc1ate females more with the 
animal world than the spintual or rational realms. 
12 See Warner's ,.Amazons» for a d,scussion of lingui!lt1c sh1íts in french to understand the 
v arious forms o f Joan's name and for a detailed explanat1on oí why it was important to 
Joan's so cial cl,mbing relat1ves that a fam,ly name with assocíation to knighthood be-
developed and maintained. 

Dí\rc , or ,.o f Are," mea ns 'bow' among other things, and the bow was a we.1pon 
identi f 1ed w 1th the Amazons. In Breviarum H,storíale (Warner 199), J0.1n was f1rst written 
about as an Amazon because of that weapon. 
13 For an i n-depth account oí Joan's transves11sm and its place in her mission and the 
complicated legal issues surrounding her confession, see Warne(s chapter on "The Ideal 
Androgyne:' (Warner 137-158) 
u When the Sisters of the f mmaculate Heart of Mary split into two groups. wh•t was 
called the "old group" relamed their canonical status of a Catholic ~isterhood ancl 

. • • • fled the lmmaculale HNrt Community. retained the original name. The new group as ca Col.__ 
h f S·te of f mmaculate Heart -...... The American Film lnstitute now occupies t e ormer ' he Sla\ of 

but the lmmaculate Heart College Learning Center is stall em~red bv t. G~ 
d The Learnang Center offers programs ,n 

California to grant graduare eg~ees. d f I Change and in Feminist Spidt~ 
Strategies (or Peace, in Leadershap for E uca aona • 



•• C...at t"OnlftbuUom to our ~"O\"fE"dgtt of the \-drlous c-ultu 
ln~ .. n women (Gnllnue to be madP b) Paula Gunn Allf.'n 5 r~~.,~I Nar,, ... Ame,ic.ln 
lesbi.an1 in Amer,c•n lnd1.1n Cuf1ures" (ond,t1ons. 5<•"-ean j l ~; E'lovf>d Womftn 
'""\Vho r, "\bur Mothert Red Roots ol American Femin1sm. " ,;;p,,r1n,g ~981) · 61-87. A,"> 
l-4-... "- .. ___ . . , I) e, ~v,)dom 25 ( 1 

""l"U, óJUUl"1 to be relttased from Be,uon Pre~, \\-iU be Allen·• TL. 5 d º- -- h " ne .Jcrt- lloop 
~~""' t E' F~mm,ne m NJtl\f!' Amer,c,m lnd,dn Trad,trons 
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Sado-Masochism: The Erotic 
Cult of Fascis111 

Sheila Jeffreys 

t became aware of the links between sado-masochism and fascism in 1981 when 

l , .,isited Amsterdam from my home in London to attend the women .. s f~tival. 

An important. ,f not the maln, theme of the festival was sado-masochism. 

\,Vomen at the Amsterdam festival demonstrated SM scenarios, e.g .• a male-to-

constructed female transsexual whipping a woman, both dressed in fetíshistic 

'femin ine· clothíng and black leather. Quite a number of women at the festh,al 

,ivere dressed in black leather and sorne were on collars and leads being led 

around by other women . The promotional workshops for SM argued from the 

bas,s of personal freedom for sexual minonties. The promoters argued that SM 

was basícally a pnvate affa,r, though SM practitioners had to •come out' because 

they were oppressed by prejud,ce and d,scrimination against their preferred 

sexual practice. 
In the same week as the festival took place the first fascist member of 

parliament was elected in Amsterdam since the war. There were street flghts 

that \veekend in which fascists celebrated by beating up memben of 

Amsterdam's immigrant population, and a telephone tree had to be operated to 

get anti-fascists to different parts of the town to resist the racist "iolence. The 

Amsterdam feminists who told me of the violence and the elect1on triumph dld 

not see any connection between the increase in fascism and the promotion ol 

S,\,1 as a sexual practice. They accepted that ~M ~as s1mply a personal matt~r. 1 

\Vas not convinced. A maín Amsterdam police station was in the same 1tlftt as 

the bu i ld, ng, the Melkweg, in which the festival took place~ Oubide the fetiwJ 

building there \Vas a massíve wall poster of a full length naked woman with her 

hands tied behind her. The sf,ne woman appeared Opp0$lt~ the poliee 1lid10P\ 

She d1d not to me representa symbol of defiance~ lt ~ed libly that th. 
police, a burgeoníng fasci~t thre.at, the teen.ase boVI who t~ llenft e 
a nd my lover for holdans hc1nds a strttt away from the '-llvtl. had • _. 
. mmon What was the common thrNdf 
,n co • 



Berlin in the Thirties 

Th«e ti• hfltOf'fc:al ~•mple of lht! connect,on betv.•een 
'Wf 11no,- •tour p~r,I. Betore the n.:ii, tdkeovt•r I GSM and foc,c,~m ••l'N tNI SM Wiil flourishing and growing ~~~ual prr1~t,cermany '"

1 
19lJ •f 

Chri L.- h < ~ . part,cu ady ~I py rnt'n, ttopm:-r Is erwood, c1 gay British novet, .. 1 h f ,.Á 
D--t . " W O 1\1~ tn 
ur:raln •t that Umtt. h~$ lt'ft el wntten record of the flirtation with S,\11 wh,ch \ .. 
t•kin1 pfKtt, not ju,t -1mong ga~, but aJso among~t unemployed c1nd al,end 
~•n youth. In • 1962 book, Down Thert:! on J V1s1t , lsherwood musPd º " 
tfM connections t.tween SM and the growth of fascism in his descnpt,on o f 

4 0.""•n youth, Wald4!m.ar. 

rm ,~ tlwt W.~ar in .. tinct1v('ly feel-; &1 rel.ition between the "crut--1 .. fad ,~\, 
In boon who u,ed to ply their trade outs,de the K.Jufhaus de~ Westen~ and th,» rouna thup tn Nazi umtorrns whQ drt~ out there nowad,w~ pushing th f:" k ~ 
MVUflCI, When of tht' booted l.1d,~ recogn,~f"d .1 prom,sing cu~tomer, s.he 
UMd to1r1b trim, h.tul him lnro .a cab c1.nd \\;h/~k h,m off to be w hipped. Don·• 

S.A, bov, do e,l•ctly th~ ~me th,ng w,th the,r custome~ - e;)l.cept tha t th~ 
whtPPffll •• In f.1~1 •arnestl W.nn·t one .1 kind of psycholog,c,1' dres~ reh e .. 1rs.1I 
forthttOIMtf' 

Martfn Sherman SM a~ an important underlyrng therne in his po"verful 
play, IJfnr. ~play opens w1th the man1 c haracter, Max, having pícked up a nd 
taken home wlth htm, pre\umc1bly for a thret.~ome w,th his lover, '1 young nian 
tft Mther who Is mto SM. lt Íj the morning after ;ind Gestapo officers arn"e in 
pursuft ofthe young Cemtiln and slit his throat. The date is 1934. ¡\,'\ax and h,5 

__,. theft on the run. Aft~r his tover w,1s k,l led, Max ended up in a 
concentratlon C:11fflP. tn the most movmg scene of the play Max and ,1 fellov,i 
prilOIWf. whob iftdw<antp becau~ he s1gned ,l pet,tion for the repeal of 

•nel~llty statute, make, love to each other just by speaking. 
wMIM mcwfnl t"Mt unct.. 'huvy gu1rd. Max is unabte to make tove without 

and lndud'e Jiitnfal nfpple btttng in the spoken fantasy. Horst, thc lover, 
h rhe fatclsm which h•s imprisoned them. 

"'-'.-,... 1M then you hurt me. 1 
you ,,. sentte/ 

--·-•--Wi11t11!1fti1•-lli· like th~ on the 
• 



S.1do-Mc1~<Khism b7 

,ehttwel tome klnd of moral and persondl triumph by 

lrift,d, ':' tte kJYtl' Hont, d•fiberately donning the pink triangle of the 

tf""' ~,rtnt 1 .alkll'I tnto the eftctrifled fence. 

dt"' ~..,,1 •: 5M pi~ In 1930's Berlin.was thal the scenarios that gay 

f!O'; ,,,g,d':ctinl, complete with nazi unlforms, for their sexual enjoyment 

; ~re tn nttciS-tk>n of the greater violente which was to befall them from 

º"'Y ª" ªh~n thtY we,e interned in concentration camps. The experience 

,,~'"' tht185 7r, ,~ camps is graphically described in Heinz Heger's The Men 

d m,,le 8-'~k rriansles. One ecample of the torture and death of a male gay 

.,1th tht p,nr,teresting for the way in which it illumines SM practice . 

. Anf( ,s 1 

P''""' fint •~me' that the SS wrgeant and his mffl played was to tickle thtir 

n,t wtth 9oow f(IJtht-n, on the sora of his ffft, between h,s leg.,, in the 

v,c,,p,~' and on othN p.uts of his naked body. Al íirst the prisoner forced 

~:;st>lf,to lr.ttP ,,lent, whale his eye twitched in fear and torment from one SS 

man to the other Then he could not rtstrain hlmself and fin.dly he broke out 

,na hlJCh-p1tched lc1ushter that very soon turned into a cry of p.sin, while rhe 

u•.iri rc1n down h,!t fdce, and his body twfsted against his chains .. . . 

eut the der,raved SS men were set on having il lot more fun w1th this poor 

cf('c1ture The bunker c.tpo had to bring two metal bowls, one filled w1th cold 

wc1ter and the other w1th hotr lfNow we're going to boil your eggs far you, you 

tilthy queer, you'II ~oon feel warm enough," th~ bunker officer sa,d gleefully, 

r11i\1ng the bowl w1th hot water between the victim's thigh so chal his btJlls 

hunR down ,nto ,t 
·He-'!t a bum-tucker, 1sn't he, let h1m ha~e what he wc1nls," growled one of the 

SS men. taking upa broom that stood in the corner and shovmg the hJndle 

deep into the éinus . 3 

The man was eventually killed by bemg hit on the head with a wooden stool. 

The descriptrons that follow are from a chapter in a lesbian SM primer on 

how to do SM safely. 

Fistlna, or fist-fucking, means movlng a who/e hand around inside or ,n Jnd 

out of someone's vagina or rectum. The f1ster starts out puurng º"(.' º' rwo 

ftnprs lnside her partner, working her way up one (mger ¡¡t., ume. w·'th ª 

pi 
b ªch ,ncrecJS(.' unt,1 ~he h¡¡s 

eou e of mlnute's stimulating movement erween e • 

hfr whofe hand inside, at wh,ch time rhc fingcrs ~ftr~ cu_rl tp ~: r,~~:~.t~~:"'· 
formlns. ·nst." At this po1nr, rht• f,sret•.S usual mc/1n,W0'1 IS Q a , 

P.Ut any more in?" . do any f,sring ,~ short, smooth 

The flrst thing you nt't'~ trimmed right down 10 the quid, .1nd 

Atia.rnalt~. Your fingerna,ls s d ·•/'·horn file both side, to s,de .and t>A,k-ot-

¿;:!: hoar or t. 11. 

h 

•,Vl'lffl filed with an emery . ,t~nt 10 use ,1 nict', heavy lubnunt t Jt 

d lr's also ,mpo .. 
t. 

Ñnd side to pal~ )I e. Jdlt' ,n fr\'r mrnutf"\; ~hortt>n1ng is good Tnr rop 

n't all end up '" ª puc 

1 



.,_,Id cover her hand fairly thickly with the shortening and n t 
the point where it fits fairly easily .•. [etc.) 0 Push lt .,.

11 
·way to drip wax from a candle safely is to let a drop or tWQ 

time, rather than letting melted \\•ax accumulate around the base f;II ata 
and spilling it onto your partner's skin ali at once ... [etc.]• 0 the \\tick 1 have included the two practices above because they come el 

replicating the torture methods used in the real-life concentratio~sest to 
example. (Other instructions include how to cut a woman's breast ca~p 
and how to pierce her labia.) They make it clear that SM practice s w1th rai0" 

· h h h' f 
carnes f 

nowhere more mystenous t an t e 1story o our very real oppressi roll\ 
scenarios reenact the torture of gays by fascists as well as the tortur~:f tM by whites, jt.WS by nazis, women by men, si aves by slave-owners. Such S lacks 
practice cou1d be seen as a ritual enactment, like a talisman. Since it se M 

. . 11 d . b erns 

un1ike1y that gay SM pract1t1oners actua y es1re to e tortured in a way th . 
entire\y out of their control, it seems likely that such practice plays the roleat 15 
gar1ic in warding off the devil, or simply an anxious anticipation of the worst 
that cou\d happen to try to get used to it. 
Fascist ambiance. 

SM proponents are usua\\y quite upfront about their use of fascist and nazi 
symbo\ism, costumes, e.g., black leather SS caps, swastikas, black leather SS 
\ooka\ike uniforms and greatcoats. Pat Califia, the main U.S. SM theorist (who 
occasioned sorne adverse publicity in '82 when she carved a swastika into a 
woman's f\esh against her wil\), explains it thus: 

An SM scene can be played out using the personae of guard and prisoner, cop 
and suspect, Nazi and Jew, white and black, straight man and queer, parent 
and chi\d, priest and penitent, teacher and student, whore and client, etc. 

H~er, n~ sy~~\ has a single meaning. lts meaning is derived from the 
context in wh1ch tt is used. Not everyone who wears a swastika is a Nazi , not 
everyone who ha~ a pa!r _of handcuffs on his belt is a cop, and not everyone 
who wears a nuns h~b1t 1s a Catholic. SM is more a parody of the hidden 
sexual nature of fasc1sm than it is a worship of or acq . t .t H 

1 · . 
u1escence o 1 • ow 

many ;:a Nazis, cops, pnests or teachers would be involved in a kinky sexual 

scene. 

The answer to Ca\ifia's naive question is, of course . At least one member of the London lesbian SM , quite a few. 
wearing SS cap and swastikas at social eve t Sh support group has been seen 
grounds that these symbols were offensive a 1 w;s challenged on the 
the threat of violence if any further criticism wa~ 0 dwomen and replied with 

In early 1984 gay skinheads attended the mixedm~ e~r Cross. One made an abrupt seigheil salute directly a~d ~se~ at the Bell at Kings 
face of a black gay man on the floor and three follow d e i~erately into the e a d1sabled bl k ac gay 



t ned h·,m A white gay man pulled the plug on 

d threa e • 
lled d 

,o1fett an . nt discussed and actíon taken. He was expe an 

·• tftf _, the ;nc1d_e s a disco whích was supposedly part of the 

...11 ,,,.- to r· . rh,s wa 
k' h d 

,...-'~ the d1SC0 • t least non-commercíal gay scene._ The s m ea s were 

,-.Afll l'°"'p0litícal º' ª . 1 organiser of the Voung Nat1onal Front also 

_.,:-4 ·ve rhe nat1ona 
. . k d 

~•• 'nders- d s turned out when he took off h1s Jac et an 

td"'ª' att~t the aell an ;:ctive at the Bell and sorne other disco collectives 

"'';,,eded"~wastikas. rhe code ¡ e no swastíkas or ,rHítler's European Tour" T-

al . te a dress co , . ., ~,o ¡nst1tu ther uniform accepted. 

t,ad but bfack fea nts would sav we only wear nazi insignia for fun an_d 

hirfS M propone ,, . 

s 
811

r, rhe S . h to be associated with violent behav1or. That may be so, but 

.• ~ 111d not wis to know the difference? The fear wíll be real whether the 

w-v ther gays 
. 

hoW are O rn for 'fun' orto persecute. Where swast1kas are concerned, 

'kas are wo 
F · 1 h 'f ' 

5wast1 , fun is another woman's terror. asc1sts get exact y t e same un 

0mans 
one w •ng swastikas that SM proponents do, power from other women's 

of wean 
. 

. 

o11t d distress. One serious danger that w1II result from tolerance of nazi 

fear an d h · f 'f ' 1 · f h' · 

. . ia in the gay scene, un er t e guise o un, sexua pract1ce, or as 10n, 1s 

'~;'~ralysis of our will or ability to act in the face of actual fascist violence. lt 

:s as important now to challenge and reject the sporting of nazi emblems as it 

was in Germany in the 20's and 30's as fascism took hold. Doubtless anti-fascists 

then who challenged the swastikas were met with the same threats that SM 

proponents are already making when their pleasure is questioned. Was nazism 

the fashion then? Is that how it took hold in artistic and avant garde circles? 

The Sadism of German Fascism 

On_e of the terms of abuse hurled at London feminists who were holding a 

meetrng to challenge the promotion of SM was "fascists:' The fesbian feminists 

were accused of being "just like the National Front" for having dared to call 

suc~ meeting. This line of attack, which fits in with current attempts by 

socralrst sexual libertarians to label feminists right-wing, is made on the basis of 

an a~sumption that fascist politics would be opposed to SM~ Quite the reverse is 

,~rue ~n fact, and this accusation is a good example of what Mary Dafy calls 

patrrarchal reversal :'6 

~orchen Leidholdt, of the New York group Women Against Pornography, in 

an illuminating article, "Where Pornography Meets Fascism," expfains the extent 

to which erotic sado-masochism was a mainstay of fascist ideology and practice. 

Hitler adopted the whip as his personal syn_ib~I, for example, and when . 

excited he would often thrash his own legs w1th 1t. He took great pleasure m 

quoting Nietszche's maxim, "Th~u ~oest to women? Do not forget thy whip!" 

Pe h most revealing about Hitler s sexual response to women was the 

d ~- :she took in watching scantily ciad women risk their lives. In The 

P:y~~opathic Cod, Waite notes, #He was particularly fond of watching pretty 

\ 
\ 

1 

i 



women in a circus on the high trapeze and tight ropes .... He was not 
particularly impressed with wi~d ani~al acts unless pretty women were 
im-olYed. Then he watched av,d/y, h,s face flushed, and his breath came 

quiclcly in little whistling sounds as his lips worked avidly:' Hitler's sadísm 
toward women probably had something to do with his bad track record in 

romantic relationships: oí the six women he was romantically involved wíth 
during his life fü-e committed or attempted suicide. 

Sadomasochism also characterized Hitler's interaction with his immediate 
subordinates "E\'ery time I face him," rhapsodised Hermano Goering, "my heart 

falls into my trousers" · as well as his relationship to the German people as a 
whole. Eric Fromm has pointed out that Hitler's sadomasochistic orientation 
played into the sadomasochistic bent of the German masses, their desire to be 
dominated by a powerful leader while dominating others. And Hitler was only 
too conscious of the tenor of both the times and the people he ruled. In an 
address to German military cadets in 1942 he declared, 'Why babb/e about 
brutality and be indignant about torture? The masses want that. They need 
something that will give them a thrill of terror:'7 

leidholdt seems to be suggesting that the German people hada particular bent 

for sado-masochism. AII the evidence would suggest that the who/e of ma/e 

supremacy is imbued with the same bent. But her remarks force us to consider 

the extent to which the appeal of fascism and the appea/ of racism itse/f are 

fueled by eroticism. She goes on to point out that Jacobo Ti merman, an 

Argentinian jew tortured by rightist's, described Argentinian anti-semitism as 

having an erotic and sadistic character: "Hatred of the Jew was visceral, 
explosive, a supernatural bolt, a gut excitement, the sense of one's entire being 
abandoned to hatred."ª 

By sorne mysterious process ali that pertains to sex in this society has been 

separated off from politics, even by those who would consider themselves 

~!ª!ists and radicals. In arder to make sexual practice a prívate ene/ave of 
md,v,dual delight, sexuality has been seen as somehow removed from the 
effects of sexism racism · · · d 

.d ed h' , any oppress,on in the wor/d outs,de the bedroom, an 
cons, er to ave no ff 
crucial part in fuelin e ect upo~ or relevance ~o that world. In fact sex plays a 

oppression. There . g an~ regulating the oppress,on of women and racist 

ita special exempt;~ "~th'"g P~r~ about sex nor anything which might claim for 
The promoters of SnMrom polit1cal criticism. 

call th · f · · 
us, to shut us up, to make it d~,r emin,st opponents fascists in arder to forestal! 

and fascism. They must k ifficu/t for us to point out the links between SM 

desperately scream Hfascis~~ that they are in an exposed position and they 

Are_S~ proponents fascists~~ w~ should level such an accusation at them. 

~~~",'~~t1olnds and do not care torroaably they are not members of fascist 
· "ºu say th 1 ny aspects f f · 

from the terrori . a most are not fase· t o asc,sm apart from the erotic 

clase, but prom~~g of other lesbians ~s 5' ev_en tho~gh experiencing pleasure 
ers of fascist va/ues Th wean~g. f~sc1st regalía comes pretty 

. e erot1c1s1ng of dominance and 
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h 
lamourising of violence and of the oppressíon of gays, jewS, 

~n&ion, t e 8 f f . ,.,.,... ·s the stuff o asc,sm. and women, 1 

The Erotic Roots of Fascísm 

l. . 1 of fascísm offers capitalists 
What is the appeal of fascism? th~ po ataca system • ístance. The 

a way of maintaining their profits w1th no threat of working class res1 ed the 
violence and racism of fascism offer to the disillusioned and un_emp O'f 'of 

ung and alienated, a scapegoat for their troubles an~ a subst1tute form . 
fumnment' and excitement. lt offers them rallies, a feehng o~ power (~ullymg), 
nationalistic pride and a spurious self-respect based on the 1d~a that 1f they are 
white, male and gentile, they are at least superior to other ra~1al grou~ and to 
women. There are doubtless many other mechanisms operatmg as f~sc,sm and 
its values take hold. But besides these important social and econom1c roots 
there is another way in which fascism appeals. This is through the excitement of 
eroticism. The erotic roots of fascism have not received much attention, 
perhaps because they require too threatening an appraisal of our own sexuality. 

To understand the erotic roots of fascism it is necessary to have a rather 
different and more complex analysis of fascism than the simplistic version 
general ly touted by the mal e left. lt is wrong to assume that fascism is an evil 
force that exists somewhere fully fledged in the outside world, is easily 
recognisable and will suddenly arrive, obvious, calling itself fascism andina 
form that is easily challenged. This was, 1 think, the mistaken concept behind 
much anti-fascist work in the middle 70's. The Anti-Nazi League confronted, 
very successfully, the upfront fascist organisations. Whilst these parties are 
slumbering currently as the tory government does much of their work far them, 
political people of the left are able to regard the wearing of swastikas by people 
who are not members of those organisations as unimportant. But fascism does 
not fall fully formed from the skies in the form of fascist organisations. Fascist 
parties require widespread support, or at least tolerance to be successful. Party 
members are not born fascists and are sometimes men and women who have 
been socialists. Oswald Mosley is the most famous British example of this 
phenomenon. The young men lsherwood describes as being in the nazi party 
one day and the communist party the next, drawn by the lure of opportunities 
for violence and feelings of personal power, are another. 

There was a time in the late 60's and early 70's, when left radicals talked of 
the psychological and emotional roots of fascism in everyone living in male 
supremacist society. WilheJm Reich was read avidly. Papers were written about 
the formation of the authoritarian personality within the patriarchal family and 
the need to create a compfetely new way of living which would encourage self-
confidence and individual responsibility, which would reduce the attraction of 
the fuehrer type figure. The analysis was partial because there was not much 
consideration of women's oppression beyond the simple belief that eliminating 



r... du "°"fd sofve \Wmen's problems. But there \\/Js an 
lfw ,...dNr M"'"' 1 b ·r . under 

... L.1 f•~sm·s emot1onc1 roots are u, t mto our persondlitres f • 
jf,1ndin, n• . d h k. d rorn t'-• 

tJ tam ly sr,uctures we are born into an t e ,n s o( aurhority w 'I\' 

,; throu~t ch11dhood ~nd 8r_c>'Vi~g up. Th~s was a crucial~ are 

¡,npotrant undffltand,ng and the fruits ~f '! ex,sr ~o?c1y rn new attitudes to.-..a,, 

chilchMi"I .1nd pohtical orga~1sat1on w1thm fem,nism_ and sorne parrs of the ds 

J_. and thf •:.y movement. Thrs understanding of the rmportance of pers 

IC'H ,,,.. . h h , 1 b . º"ª' 
pofttics. on the b¡srs of wh,c t e women s. 1 erat,o~ movemenr was formed 

st'ffl1S now to be incrNsingly unpopulJr. 1 reel convinced, but it mc1y be wishful 

think,ng. rhar the sign1ricance of wearrng swJst,kas would have been clear in 

1971 in a way which ir is not tocfay. 
The erocte roots of fascism lie in the way in which sexual,ty under male 

suptMtcl(y 1s structured in ,nd,viduals. Bec,wse we!>tern male supremacy 

encourages us to ~xpemmce sexual,ty as an immensely powerfu/ and nigh 

unconrroflable force, the erotic aspect o( fascism has great signifícance. We do 

not learn to ~pr~s ourselves sexu,1lly in a world of equal, loving re/ationsh,ps 

~men and menare born into rhe heterosexual system of ma/e dom,nance 

c1nd female subrmssion. This ho/ds true whether or not we are ab/e to escape 

)Ufficiently to 10\'e women. Childhood sexual,ty is constructed through 

interact,on wtth aggres~ive boys pulling girls' kn,ckers down and through sexual 

abuse and explo1tatíon by adult men. The models we are offered o( fema le 

~ual1ty are of passtVJty and submission. We are taught to respond sexually to 

aggress,ve male overtures. Mc1ny lesbians have d1fficulty learn ing the correct 

female response of submissi\e sexual doc,lity to men, but nevertheless we do 

not easdy emerge unscathed from the construction of fema le sexuality around 

sado-masochism. Where we líve under oppression and where there is virtually 

no escape for us, at leasr unti/ we reach an advanced age, toward egalitanan 

refdtionsh,ps in which we tcJke sexual imtiatives, we have little a/ternative but ro 

t.ake pleasure from our oppress,on. The most common response is to eroticise 

our p<>werlessn~s in masochism. For sorne women who see this as too 

~«eminate' the rore o( humi/iating women can be erot,cised in sadism - the 

model~ for th1s in a woman-hating cu/tu re are everywhere. 

lesb1c1ns and gay men suffer p.irticular pressures wh,ch can lead to the 

,>ossessio~ of a sexual,ty constructed around sado-masochism. As a result of 

hf'rerosftrsm and anri-lesbianism, we have often grown up hating ourselves and 

pcirt,cul~rly our sau ~, t lt · h d , . 1. L. 

is ltive . u' y. IS ar: ,or us to bu,ld far ourselves a sexua 1ty hwt 

k pos ' ~f,ranan and free from SM overtones. Sorne /esbians and gdy men 

J:: no ~her s~ual,ty than that o~ sado-masochistic fdntasies which iníluence 

~,ce, though they may stud,ous/y avoid acti ng out SM ritual. Any 

e . h to sado-masochism is felt by sorne such lesbia ns and gay men as a = '.:.at They see t~e~selves as hJving no sexual practice at all if th~ . 

our19y~t wh,ch 1s bas~ ?" eroticising oppression. But there. hes ,n 

'"B tlldt sexual,ty 1s something constructed and not g,ven • 



of hope. we can reconstruct. There is e\'ery ground . rn~gel bians and gay men are very little affected by SM dfor ophmasrn. t ... me es k' d í 1- E h , an ue able to :,u,•· . a d1fferent in o sexua ity, ven l ose of us who d k he pr¡ct•C~ Ouence in our lives usually hc1ve ~perlenced mo o nofCM t extent rJ sM 1n • ments unusual 1 ·ntensity and pleasure wh,ch have not involved fanta •ec1 d ¡ ~ua I s1 om n¡nce and b ·~sion to any degree. In all of usare lhe seeds of changa ,., ,... k m1,, . . 1. . d f . . . ... ne '-Cln see to ~a.ximise pos1twe sexua ,ty mstea o _max1m1smg the negative sexuahty of SM. The triggers to a sexual response butlt around masochism are the symbols of po,1\-er and authority. ~articularly powerful symbols are those wh1ch represent abusi\e, cruel and arb1trary power and authority, the wh,p is a more powerful ~ymbol than the prefect's ba~ge. The trappings and rituals of fascism are perfect ~ymbols for the purpose. _Uniforms, i:nar~hes, swast,kas, portraits of H,tler, authontarian speechmakmg are erot,c tnggers. The sc1d1sts in the National front are stimulated by repeated viewing of videos oí German nazi marches and pararles. Ali the paraphernalia oí fascism is calculated to draw a powerful erot,c response from those whose sexuahty has been formed under male supremacy and modelled on sado-masochism. That is most of us. 
tt is the capacity to be attracted to nazism that numbs the response of outr.1ge that many people rmght otherwise feel toward it. The constructíon of SM se~u-ahty ,s a m1ghty clever ploy for the oppressor. Our resistance is undermmed 1n our very guts if ou r response to the torture oí others ar to the trapprngs of m,h-tarism is erotic rather than politically ind,gnant. lt is very hard to fight what turns you on. This is a problem which feminists fighting porn have already recogn,sed and understood. lt feels humiliating and paral~ing to be turned on by the very degradation of women that you wish to challenge. The only way to fight 1s to turn that pain into anger. We are not to blame far the way our selr.uahty is con-structed, though we have total responsibílity for how we choose to act on it. We have the right to be furious and to direct our pain into attacking the porn merchants, the porn apologists (and they include, unfortunately, SM dykes), the porn buyers and consumers. lt's hard but we have to understand that the images and messages - of women being objects, tortured, used and abused - that ínfluence our own sexual response are meant to paralyse us. We cannot afford to be weakened by these images but must share our feehngs and build our rage. As w1th sexism, the trappings of fascism and even its practice can be turn not just for the oppressor but for his victims. Edmund White, U.S. gay no,.,ehst. interviewed a couple of gay men who were into weanng police umforms in his book States of Desire: Travels in Gay America. He explained that there was a bar staffed with gay men in poi ice uniforms in which the cu5tomers ind~ded gay men dressed as cops and real life policemen. Th1s tragic and degrad,ng fhnation with oppression had alarming implications. One cop loo~hke. w arrested later outside the bar, spent his time entranced by the pohc~n's boots. Another who was arrested and beaten up could speak of not ng 

•nfatuation for his tormentar. 9 
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1 tress that SM is 'only fontasy' and be 
sM constaz:~8 illusion. \1/hat is ritual today can bats ''º t~lat 
,ealitY- This is a co~on ~f SM and its ima~ery will ensure that ~t t~ality lo~ 

':mor,ow. The p~mott future for sorne Jesb,ans and gay men, e w111 be 
t nd ,nore difficUlt'" t~~ial scene, which is flooded with SM ¡ thªPs fo~()~ 
ª1..- wh<> use t~ ga) - nse erotically aroused by the imagery ofªBety, to 1-ªII 
t11v.,.. nd ,n no se I h' k . . . real l'f 
purely angrr licemen, and thugs. t. in ,t ,s ,mportant that w , e 
pracrising !asc1sts, :rhreats accurately and f,ght the~ clearly. 1 do n e are ab1 
todistingursh fase i. and marching boots and swast,kas pass by . ot want te 

J... ,hen tan~-s . . h d in a r 1 () think "'°t" 1 tion will be experiencmg a t u of erotic de . ea fat..• 
couP. the ga)' popu a s1re which "'"'st 
;mrnobilises us. 

Is Sado-Masochism Racist? 

nd 8 ·u·sh SM promoters are righteously indignant about th 
US a r1 . b h . 1· . e sugge t· · · . ht be anything rac,st a out t e,r po 1t1cs. Thus, Pat Cal'f• s 1011 that there m,g h. 1 1a 

•ealifomian lesbian sado-masoc ,sm, a prominent 'top' 0 ' . doyenne ot . h . r sadist 
d. ·ssecJ criticisms of rac,sm made when t e SM group Samo,s was t Id , 

,sm, F . , b 'Id' o they Id not rent space in the San ranc,sco women s u, , ng, "We were cou . h . expected 
to defend ourselves against accusat,ons t at we wer~ rac,st ... ;' she complained 
indignantly.'º She does not of course do so, or ment,on anywhere the sub t . h. h h h b s anee of the allegations or the ways rn w ,e s e saw t em to e false. Such an 
arrogant belief by white women that they were above and beyond the 
possibility of racist behaviour or attitudes wou Id, hopefu lly, in any other sphere 
but that of sexuality, be seen as a forrn of racism. 

SM proponents should be aware of the offense given to all gays of colour by 
the insignia of a política! ideology which means death or hideous persecution 
to ali non-aryans. The Gay Black Group made their views very plain in response 
to the appearance of nazi regalía at rnixed gay events. 

We are becoming increasingly aware of peo ple wearing fascist and nazi 
in~i~nia at various lesbian/gay venues, proudly displaying the regalía of the 
Bnt,sh Movement and the National Front. Reports are growing of attacks on 
gay ~en and women by such types. lt is no longer acceptable to us for people 
weann~ su_ch offensive clothing to be excused by saying it is just 'fashion~ 

We find •t offensive and disturbing that racism remains unchallenged, taken 
for granted or oth · · t We erw,se condoned by the entire lesbian/gay commun, Y· 
are stunned at th · b nd hostT e •gnorance as regards the numerous attacks and a useª 
eff 1 ,ty to gay people shown by groups of fascists. We f eel that a concerted 

ort needs to be beg • . · nd fascism · h . un to •dentify and eradicate the seeds of racism ª 
'" erent '" the lesbian/ . TheGayBia kG gaycommunity. ... both 

dueto ·ac· e roup has experienced violence at the hands of fasci5ls ,, •sm and bec ause of our sexuality. 11 
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( mlnist, Alice Walker, in a moving a d 
,. 5 t,lack e,t,·cle did explain the way in which snh one niight ha,, 

, v· · ble a ' . h e saw s •e thou " ,.vera ,11.1 lker wr1tes as a teac er who had snant M practic 8ht ,,is . t v.-a . . t ,, ,..." a tern, . e as ./'~ ,ac1s . k and wh1te, trying o come to terms, in ima . ~th Wornen 
i,ettl!rits, b!ª~eant to be a s~a~e or a master or místress. "s%"ª''ºº and feelin • 

w~at it n wrote of capt~v1ty, or rape, of forced breedin ck and White an 8, 
<ed worrie ens. They wnte of attempts to escape, of theg to restoek the d 
tf1'· ter'S slaved p ms of A frica, of efforts at suicide:'12 The hsale of their ... is f rea . h' h n s e wr'f ~":¡dreri, 0 h' ng a TV show in w 1c two Samois women t I es of the ,~, f •• ,ate 1 • 1 • 'tt . t· . ook """rt 

11,.,.t o ,. gh the art1c e 1s wn en in a 1ct1onal style d ""' as mistrAP• e11t-- ThOU . h 5 an was O · • ... ,,d slave, . a book of short stones, t e M TV program was n ~1gsnally 
a blished in lace as she describes. ot t1ct,on, but 
~allY took p 

. ur surprise, therefore, when many of us watched a t 1 _ .. 
1..,38,ne o . h . d h . h e.e-.1s1on "'. sado-masoch1sm t at aire t at n,g t befare our das d c1al on 1 . . 1 b' sen ed. ard spe 1 . terracial coup e in 1t, es 1ans, presented themselves . 

h on y 1n .d 11 as m1stres-
1 e Th white woman, who d1 a the talking, was mistress (w ; >_ar.e 1 ve e 'd f. h ear,r.~ a r·"" s 3 · hape of a key that she sa1 1t t e lock on the chain around ti.. 1-, ": ~ · the s h , ,e v,ac( in , neck) and the black woman, w o stood smiling and sile"t · womans , ,, , was _ 

h·te woman said - her slave ... . 
the w ' . b d b h . AII I had been teaching was su verte y t at one 1mage, and I was 
. sed to think of the hard struggle of my students to rid themse!-..es ,... ,ncen . . . "' 
stereotype, to combat pre1ud1ce, to put themselves mto enslaved wor.:e!'T's 
skins, and then to see their struggle mocked, and the actual ensla,.-ed 
condition of literally millions of our mothers trivialized because two igr:orar.t 
women insisted on their right to act out publicly a "fantasy" that sti!I strikes 
terror in black women's hearts. And embarrassment and disgust, at !ea.st in the 
hearts of most of the white women in my class. 

One white student, apparently with e lose ties to our local lesbian S ar.d .\t 
group, said she could see nothing wrong with what we'd seen on TV. 
(lncidentally there were severa! white men on this program who Q\,ned \,h:te 
women as "slaves;' and even claimed to hold legal papers to this erfect. 
lndeed, one man paraded his slave around town with a horse·s bit bet\,een 
her teeth, and 'lent' her out to other sado-masochists to be whipped.) lt is a:I 
fantasy, she said. No harm done. Slavery, real slavery, is O\'er aiter ali . 
. But it isn't over . . .. and Kathleen Barry's book on female sexual sl~,ery an<l 

L1nda Lovelace's book on being such a si ave are not the only indicat,ons thª1 

this is true.• 1 -

Pat C l'f · 1 d·smissive sent ª 1 '.ª e hose to reply to Al ice Walker's article in two ent,re Y 
1 

In an ences in h . . . k C . g to Po\,er . . . . attern er contnbut,on to the Samo1s boo , omm those 
Play¡:1 to prove that S/M is racist, Walker describes these woment~P anda 
black wg rnistress and slave on the TV program) as a white womla~s a Latina 

orna b · th·s coup e 1 
lesbian:'14 T; _0ttom [masochist]. In fact, the to~ in 

I Samois group, on 
is is the leve! of seriousness with which the 

• 



. h SM d kes support group appears lo be modelled lak 
which thf Brtt,s Y ' es th, 

subjK'I ~ .r~dS:dyktS support group supported by the fnglish Collecrive f 

Tt,t. Bntisnd Wages oue Lesbians (two oí the subgroups within the umb ~,,. 
Pros111utes a k t 1 • ( • • r~'11 

. Waa.t.. lor Housewor , as rong y anti- emm,st campaign "'hich 
Of8in,sa11on .,,.. , . h Id b 
. . ... ,.¡, in whenever it sees women s 1ssues t at cou e used to 

traes to mu- . ) . 
J. the women's 1tberat1on movement carne to a meeting o( sorne lond 

. 
lesbian ~m,nists who wanted to plan a campa,gn to challenge the spread of s,.. 
poi I cs. A woman from ECP gave a reason, culled from standard 5,\1 apologrst 

lite;~ture. for whv SM could be very useful in relationships. She explained that 

in relationships between black and wh1te women SM rituals could be acted out 

\\'hich would e\'en out the power dífferences or at least help to understand 

them. This \\Offlan, who "ªs wh,te, did not say who was to act as top and who 
to actas bottom in such relationships. In the U.S. example above the bottorn 

was a black woman. But just supposing this was not always the case, do we 

re~lly see the acting out of racist rituals, even if in sorne cases the power 

relationship were not white top and black bottom, as helping to elimínate 

racismt In men's pornographic laterature the black woman is represented either 

as submissive slave victim oras dominatrix. SM rítua/s can only reínforce one or 

both of those stereotypt"S. SM does not offer any chance to break out of them. 

Cln Sado-i\wochism Be Saved l 
i'¡t Calafia aplains in Coming to Power that sorne members of the Samois 

group found that sorne of their principies were in opposition to SM practice, 

and that this led to problems in the group. She does not say what those 

principies were and she is not sympathetic to them, but we could make a guess 

that they concerned such things as the wearing of swastikas or even rituals in 

which black women were slaves. lt does not seem that British SM women are~ 

yet lroublel by their consciences, since at /east one has been seen out and 

aboul in swastakas. But would it be possible for SM practitioners to 'clean-up 

their act and cut out obvious racist symbolism as the resu/t of criticism? (So f~r 

their response to criticism has been to cal/ the critics fascists and racists and to 

tell lhem the SMers will nol al/ow them to have any pub/ic meetings without 

SM dykes in costume and preventíng discussion.) 
SM ritual is about eroticising dominance and submission and involves the 

acting out of oppression. The scenarios of nazi and jew or si ave and mistress 

could possibly be left off the agenda by those with tender consciences. This 

would l~ave p~enty of scope for scenarios and costumes representing sexist 
oppress,on. usm~ 1ma~es of prostitution, sexual harassment or simply fetishised 

gende, stereotypang wath one figure dressed as a tough biker and one 
éfeminised in corsets and frills. Is this a solution? 

Quite apart trom the fact that the imagery would remain appallingly sexist 

and h«erosex,st, any eroticising of power, any glorifying of oppression can onty 
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rengthen the values which maintain all íorms of oppres. . 
:epends as much on the ideas that might is right, that ví~~on. ~crst ºPJ>ression 
"ªY to treal those deemed to be inferior, and that inequar'nce '5 a reasonabfe 
desirable and inevitable, as does sexism. The practice of S~es ~f/;awer are 
,a1ues. lt does not allow any space íor the existence oían ,;ern orces thes. 
,·alu~. lf we are committed to the achievement of a societyª emahtiveh to th~ 

1 · · b' · 1 d · '" w •e no Jroup ,n the popu at1on ,s su Ject to vio ence, 1scnmination and ex 1 • we must build a sexual practice which reflects the sort of soe· pto,tat,on, lhen 
· h · · h '" Y we want to create. Qtherw,se w at we are saying 1s t at sex and the emot· ha . d . h h ,ons t t go v-rth it rcally are quite unconn~cte w1t t e rest of our lives and of no pohtícal 

sign,ftcance. Such a pract,ce would be mutual, caring and egal,tarian. Th,s ,s, of 
course, anathema to SM proponents. Such practice is called bambi by mal 
gay SM apologists like Jeffrey \Veeks and vanilla by Samois lesbic1ns.u Both e 
terms are designed to show contempt and put people off. Egahtarian sexual 
pract,ce is represented as lacking in intens,ty, monotonous, su,table only for 
'cissies'. 

SM proponents are aware that they are open to pol,tical critic,sm and so 
some oí them have developed an ingenious defence. A few years ago a member 
of the then recently defunct group, Gay Left, Derek Cohen. gave a promot,onat 
talk on SM, with slides, to a gay workshop. He shO\ved slides oí men in nazi 
un,forms pissing into gutters and forcing handcuffed mento lick it up on the,r 
\...nees. lntrigued, 1 asked him what ali this had to do \-.ith socialism. At first he 
replied that it had nothing to do with socialism really, it was just sexual pract,ce.. 
L1ter he provided a form of justification which sorne U.S. ex-pol1tical SMers 
have felt obliged to develop. This is that SM practice helps those ,nvolved to 
understand the power differences which exist in the world and to work more 
effectively to end them. (See also the argument described above given by the 
ECP and Bntish SM dykes support group.) A U.S. SM apolog1st expressed this 
defence quite succinctly: 

Maybe one of the most effective ways to t,ght polrtical power and "'" render 
ít unnecessary i s to understand the impulses to po\~er and submiss1on in 
oneself and i ntegrate them, rather than trying to extend them in pohtical 
systems. lnvolvement in S/M tends to take away a person's •need· to oppress 
and be oppressed, manipulate and be manipulated socially and polrt1c.1lly -
another rea son why polit1cal power-trippers tend to oppose it so strongly. 5.'M 
can be part of an outright rebell,on against social, structuralrsed oppress1on, 
which is part of the reason anarchists and hbertarians are overrepresented 
among S/M people.16 

To this man oppression seems to be something which people 'need' and imite 
on themselves. That's a logical analysis from the perspective of SM, ~hich sees 
\·iolence and abuse as something which people can 'need' and ch00Se', lt is i 
entirely individualistic analysis in which actual real life oppression plays no 
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. ·nct I nt spurious argumt'nt. How would SM prt1ctice he/p us t 

lt is a ~t-t º,!,'ita~•-indu~trial complex, confront ,l group o( fascist thu so 

dismantk' t_hE' thN g('t custod)' of her children? g ' or 

t,elp a Jt,sbian ~~ali1-<-d opp~ssion we rcquire self-respect and sorne ide h 

To fightt~t~c .. ~,.""" ·,0 the qrcles of dominance and submission. We canil t 
1
ª1 

altE'rna 1\-.c e., -1:, • 
on y 

an ,.J_. a.., the notion that oppress1ve power structures do not 'need' to . 
be ~ul<K" u, h . ex 1st 
ior human happinP----s. sexual or ot erw,se. 

Sado-Masochism as Politics 

5, 1 promoters are attracting support from liberals on the basis of their claim 

to indi,idual freedom, the personal right to pursue their chosen sexual practice 

But the argument of personal freedom is not necessarily progressive. lt is the · 

mainstar of Thatcherite economic and social policy. Such an argurnent rnust 

depend on the proviso that the behaviour in question does no harm to anyone 

other than the practitioner herself. (Sorne would argue that there shou/d be 

Jimits on the right of any human being to do physical harm to thernselves or 

require any human being to do physical harm to them. What would our 

responsibility be if confronted by a brutal anal fistfucking scenario in a context 

of drugs and alcohol when we knew the practice could lead to dreadful injury 

or death? Would we intervene, get off on it, or walk by?) The promotion of SM 

does do harm to more than the practitioners and it is promotion of far more 

than a sexual practice; it is nota hobby but a politics and a way of life. 

The wearing of SM clothing at social events, on marches, etc., in the form of 

black leather costumes, handcuffs, studs, creates an atmosphere of threat and 

anxiety for ali lesbians present. Lesbia ns often seek out wornen-on ly company 

to escape men's harassment and intimidation on the street, in adverts and porn. 

We are used to 'masculine,' aggressive males using SM clothing routinely to 

intimidate, e.g., Hell's Angels. We should not have to suffer fear with other 

lesbians orbe cut off from communication beca use we cannot cope with 

intimidating clothing. There are many lesbians in London right now whose 

social life is restricted by the prevalence of SM clothing whether in the guise of 

fashion oras an extension of SM practice. These lesbia ns are not 'cissies: We 

have the ri~ht not to be afraid and the right to violence-free environrnents. 

The weanng of nazi and fascist regalía, e.g., swastikas, black /eather SS caps, 

bfac_k leather SS greatcoats, causes grave offense and distress to ali those 
lesb1ans who are consc·o f h G . . . 1 . 1 uso w at erman fasc,srn rneant ,n terms of v,o ence 

and de~th for J~s, lesbians, the physically and mental/y different, indeed all 
but wh1te, gent1le, heterosexual, able-bodied males. 

An acceptance of SM cloth · . 1 . . 
. 1 mg, partrcu arly nazi regal,a makes the lesbian 

community ess able to with t d h ' 
practice in British . . an t e very real burgeoning of fascist values and 

We must see and cshocl,el ty ng 1
1 now. We do not need a blurring of distinctions. 

a enge c early any tt • · J 
or behaviour acceptable 5 ª empt to make rac,st and fasc,st va ues 

• orne wearer f ( d 
s O ascist regalia are harassing an 
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. ays particularly black g,1ys, right nrm. Th,~¡ -1r~ h,ml~r ,,. P'i at~ack•"t!n f~scist regalia and_ 'masculine', ag~ressive valu~ h.Jv~ 'r;r:.~:::p ,u,,t re1ect w place on the gay soc,al scene. · common . f d . . h The eroticising o power an oppres_s,on m t e _se:(u;,lit·1 r,f cru~!t I fr,-1, i; )M trc:1ins us to be turn~d on by the tr~ppmgs of fasc,sm. Th~ err,tic ,¡e,~~, r,i 
f . m structured mto our sexuahty as we learn our Sl..'".-<ual ,,.,, r., ,.,,:,..., . r ~-, .lSCIS , . .. _,.,. , .,. , ,~ •-• male supremacy, 1s en~anced by ~he polt~1cs º! SM. Only thf! b,;i!dir~ ,,i -1r. ega\itarian sexual pract,ce _can f,t_ mto ant1-fasc1st politícs. 

SM ¡5 not a sexual pract,ce wh,ch drops from the skies but a resv ,r.~~ •r, ,1rrf echoing of the increasing hold of fascist values and practice in the •,,cr'c! outside the gay ghetto. As in Germany in the early 1930's, racist attaó:; ar~ r,.,,, on the increase. lncreasingly militarism infects western socíety. Porn ard -il'!·,~c; become increasingly violent and sadistic toward women. We have a ter¡ government which is dedicated to restricting personal freedom in the r.ar.-:e r,; increasing it. There is an atmosphere of increasing social tensíon ar.e :ear as government policies polarise differences between poor and rich, blat:< are white, women and men. In this context SM can be seen to be, notan adventurous and radical new departure, but a way in which lesbians can translate directly into their relationships with each other the hatred ar.d contempt of women and particularly of lesbians which fascist values repr~e~t. Perhaps it is a misguided form of self defence, i.e., if lesbians cause each et:-~ fear and pain right now it won't be so distressing when we recei\e sud, iiC1;~ from others in the future. 
SM promoters contend that their sexual practice in no way affects their relationships with each other and the rest of the world outside the beéroom. except in making them feel stronger. In the torture training schools in Greece under the military dictatorship and under other extreme right wing regimes, trainee torturers were trained by being tortured. lt could be that 'bottom· ar.\\ lesbians, who are the vast majority, do have their sensibilities blunted by the torture they choose to undergo. In order to create a sufficient number of s·s, sorne M's have to 'progress' into dishing out what they have pre\ iously recei\ SM practice does spill out from the bedroom into other areas oi lesbian relationships. The following extract is from a Coming to Power article in \\hich Susan Farr explains how she and her lover use physical punishment to overcome jealousy at each other's non-monogamy. 

lf I give Rae a whipping after she has had sex with someone el~e. it also expresses d irectly how angry and jealous I feel. lt is an exertion oí po\wr o,er. no question about it. lt gives mean outlet for the "negative" and ,ery natural feelings that exist regardless of my commitment to the principie of non-monogamy. The punishment also functions to relieve the guilt of the person having the affair, another "negative" and natural feeling that exists regardless of sincere beliefs that the upsets of occasional non-monogamy are preferable to the suffocation oí unrelievecl monogamy ... . This discussion of punishm~nt rituals u sed as a response to non-monogamy is one example ol how phys,cal aggression can function to keep a relationship clean.11 



1 ttwt thta~ is a d1fference between wh.tt is dt>scr,b~ h 

SMlfS ~.J!!~ batce-ring rel.ationship. The d1stinct1on, based 00 rhe ,:;~ 

,nd, M.-•·-~- con ... •nt to abuse (rem~mber the old ch~tnut of how 
,..... IM1wecan . d 

wiVfS ~llv IO\'e 10 can e.1s1ly becomE' blurre so th,1t the battering 

~ettd damasing for on~ or both partners. MJrissa Jon("I, c1n SM 

;;,.t,e,s ~uch a situation in AgJinst 5Jdo.,\1asochlsm. 111 Suc h 

$Uf\lM)f, r a,.nffing cannot help our struggle as \\·ornen and as lesbians to 
\offlMIU• . f f . , ' h 

•n•~ right 10 hve ree rom vio ence, our rig t not to be seen as 
aswrt \\'Offl..- 11 • h 
appropnatf' 141,gecs of \'iolence. SM ,s n:1uc m?!e than J sexual practicl'. Jt ;~ a 

laf~ and ¡ppt'Oclch to the world wh1c~ glonties an~ l~git imates víolence. 

s,ntring N!lationships reduc~ the p~tent1,1I ~( the part_,c,pants and of us ali ro 

tind ak«nati\,•e ways to hc1ndle contlict. l('sb1,m-battenng, through which 

le-sl,.ans tak, out their internah~ed anti-lesbianism and self-hatred on each 

other. is• se,ious problem for the l~bian community to deal wrth, not a g.ame. 

u k important to unde-rstand that rt is a po/1tics of sado-masochism that is 

beng promoted. not simply a sexual pract ice. The tactics oí SMers make that 

cleiar. SM promoters. in their guise asan oppressed m inori ty, camed an SM 

banner on the l~bi.1n Strength march in June '84. Th is meant that many 

l~b•ans who knew about the banner never attended the march and mdny 

otherJ felt unable to join the march on the day. The SM promoters were wefl 

aware that they ~re thus drviding lesbians and exclud ing many lesbi.ins from 

the march, but the right of the three SM dykes to do such dc1mage to lesbian 

unity and poht1cs was upheld by the stewards and ali objections over-ruled. SM 

promoters deliberately incite such confrontations and the splintering of polttical 

uruty this brings about. In the U.S. Samois tirst destroyed the uníty of Gay Pride 

marches. then sought to split the San Francisco women's centre collective by 

booking space, then took to intimidating and harassing fem inist bookstores 

which would not display their promotional l,terature prominent ly. The Bntish 

SM dykf'S group has sought to book space at the centra l London women's 

centre, A \Voman's Place. The same tactics were used on the Lesbian and Gay 

Centre. Despite the opposition of the vast majority o f lesb ian femin ists who 

were members of the centre, the SMers were allowed space in June 1985. 

Such a coordinated campaign to spread confusion and d isunity and fear out 

oí all proportion to their numbers resembles nothing so muc h as fascist tactics. 

Relytng on the support of liberalism they create confrontations to drive wedges 

,nto the pohtical opposition and weaken our capacity to confront fascist values 

and pradice in any form. (One example of fasc ists using th is tact,c is the recent 

move by the National Front to demand help from the N at iona/ Councif for Civil 

~ies. This was calcufated to spl,t the NCCL and did cause consider~ble 

trouble.) What is happening is far more than the attempt o( an 'oppressed' 

manority to gain the right to act out their sexual practice. SM is a politics with 

defin,re tactics, which include intimidation by women wearing black leather 

un,fonn. Seldom has an ·oppressed' group been so oppressive and potentially 

destructive. 



s..do.Ma,octtlfffl 

the ¡mplications _of S:A poli~its a~e too alarming to igno,~. Not fust f•m•nkt htics. but all .1nt1-rc1c1\t, antt-fasc,st and anti-capitalist politks d~nd upon ~der!-t.1nd1ng that the oppres~ed do not s~k. need 0, ~ant their oppr~ion lh~ great myth that holds the _,deology of western democracy topther is thal con~ent. In w~tern democrat1c thought ali grouf)\ w,thin the populatíon con-,ent to the ~ystem of g~vernment. lhere is consen~us. This is not rt-ally so. Qnly those wh1te males w,th wealth are in any ~itíon to exercise lrue con to a pahucal system which routinely degrad~, explo,ts ~nd controls ~ryone el~. SM uses this politically manipulative notion oí consent to ;ust,fy S."1. Thtt not,on that anyone deliberately sets out to seek abuse and degradation c,¡¡n e,-.tr.1polated very easily to jusllfy pol,tically oppressive s~tems, l.e., the bd\1C tascist value that the masses 'need' a ~trong ruler. The b.isic pol1t1c,II tener of is thus in contradiction to our ~truggle for a pol,tical system based upan rht-nght of evE:'ry human being to dignity. l'qual,ty, self-respect and self gO\'ernm 
The sexuahty of cruelty that is SM is neither innate nor ínl"V1table. lhough many oí us have experienced fantasies and practice wh1ch incorp<>rate SM ,alues of dominance and submission, we also have experaence of pos,ttve sexuahty wíth egalitarian values. lt is this pos,tive sexuahty that we n~ 10 promote and extend. Our capacity to love one another w,th d,gn,ty and seff. respect. not just w ith intens1ty of sensation and pleasure, has bttn damagcd our experience of oppression. But this capacity is not destroyed. We can f,ghr back against all the prcssures that encourage us to lave the boot 1hat '.\111 k,ck us into submission. We can decide not to conduct a romance w1th our oppressors. We can have a sexuahty which is integrated not 1nto our oppressío but ,nto our pol1t1cs of res1stance. 

Notes 
1 Chnslopher lsher'vvood , Dm, n There on a Vis,t (New York: S•mon & Schuster. 1%21. p 68. 
> Mart,n Sherman, Bl'nt (New York: Avon, 1980), pp. 65-66. 
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, Pat Cahfia, "Femin1sm a nd Sadomasochism; Sex lssue, Her~es 12. 1981, p. 12. , 5ee various passages in Mary Daly, Gyn/Ecology (Boston: Beacon, 1978) and Cod the f ather: Towards a Ph,losophy of Women·s L1bt-r.1t,on (Boston: Btacon. 
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Liberation in the Eighties: 
A Found Document 

Penelope Seati 

Recently, while /eafing through sorne back issues of The Guardhouse in a u 
book.store, I found, tucked between !he pages of one o( the issues, the follow,n 
interesting document, apparent/y wntten by a d,saffected leftist turned f,ber.il 
capita/ist. lt gave me pause; it made me think. I thought not only of the L.eft an 
íts materialist economic analysis, I thought a/so of the current controvrrsy abou 
sexuality and pornography among feminiscs and apparently disaffected fem,nistJ 
turned libera/s. Are economics pol,tical, I thought? Sim,larly, is sex pol,ticaU Tr 
each is connected, in i ts way, to power. But, is power political, or ,s it just funl 
Haven't the oppressed, the disenfranchised - the poor, wockers, racial and 
ethnic minorities, women, to name some of the standards - been left out in t 
cold for too long? lsn't it time we quit complaining and demomtrating - "'hi 
a;ter al/ is an admission of our powerlessness and not much of a good time -
and grab sorne of the goods - money, power, hot sex - for ourselves? Wel/, 
these are difficult questions and t don't pretend to have the answers. Although 
the document has hints of backsliding and sell-out, I sense that the author ol 
heretofore unpublished /etter to the editor speaks to these thorny problems wr 
prescience. I offer the fetter, uncut, and /et you, the reader, decide for rourself. 

Penelope Se 

Dear Editor: 
This is not an easy letter for me to write. 1 have subscribed to The 

Cuardhouse since its inception. t have been a political activist from the ti"-( 
was big enough to lift the unabridged Capital. Time passes; things change. 1M,; 
1ssues that once seemed so clear become more complex than you and • 
your readers had imagined in our most wildly dialectical exegeses. Wére 
approaching a new. decade [This dates the document in the late 197!"s. 
and change is in the wind. To get to the point: 1, and many of my fn 
including long-time and former subscribers to The Guardhouse, have 



1 vou've begun to fook ~tu((y, prec1chy and 
,ee tite workl d,fífttn~~·re old hc1t. Even your n,1me impfic.•s a timid, 

un.tefyenturo:,::;,tism masquerading as f,beration. W~'ve started our ~" 

p,otectiOlltsl . A Guidt to Entrepreneursh,p for the letll!,t . Wc1ke up! 
pa~FrttCame, 

f n has a nEW face. . 
uk~ )'OU have brought this on yourself. My fnends and I started talking 

Fr.an y, r!fused to print our ad for two-week luxury (that is, by their 

\\h=: tours of Grenada. You said you thought the ad would not appeal to 
stª • adership and rhat it was inconsistent with your editorial pol,cy. Thars 
your re di ' k d . ' l 
ce-nsorship. lt also retlects a sa y mista en an punt.:m,ca view o( the tastes of 

your readers. Sure, your readers oppose imperialism. Who, doesn't except 

maybe the State OE'partment, the British Foreign Office and a few others of the,r 

ifl.. But you can be against imperialism - as I am when it is harmful and 

exploitative - and still enjoy tourism. That's what's been wrong with the left 

from the srart: you're alf afraid o( and suppress your desíre for pleasure and 

power. You're afraid that you might be perceived to be engagrng in an econom1• 

cally exploitative relat,onsh,p. Haven't you ever heard oí consent? Well, if touris~ 

want to go to Grenada, check out the business opportun,ties or just have a 

good time, rela>. on the beach and buy indigenous products, and the people of 

Grenada are wilhng sellers, who am 1, and what's more, who are }10U to tell 
them its wrongl You would infant,l,ze the peop/e of Grenada and all other so-

called íhird World• countries and moralize to your readers. Maybe the people 

o( Grenada want to get a piece o( the pie too, and you, w,th your censorship, 

pol,tical correctness and misplaced moralism, are denying them the opportunity 

to appropriate íor themselves sorne of the robustness of capitalist enterprise. 

l'm part of a ne\v, exciting and still frag,le culture of entrepreneurship formmg 

among poor and working class leftists. You talk oí economic power, endlessly. 

\Ve are also seeking power, and we're seeking it through participation . You can 

see what il's done for those that have it; it can do the same for us. You talk 

about economic equality. Well, whi/e you talk, we're out taking it for ourselves. 

As Jong as we continue to see ourselves as powerless victims, as long as we 

conform to the stereotypes o( the worker and the poor - passive, without 

initiat,ve and business sense - so long will we rema in power/ess, with the 

means of production, the power and the good times in the hands of those born 

wnh s,lver spoons in their mouths. lt's time that we became economic agents, 

or those of us w1th the courage and business ski/Is to do it. 
l've said l'm against imperialism when it's harmful and exploitative. l'm also 

against abusive business practices. But who's to say what's abusive, what 

exploitativel What one 'íhird World" person or emp/oyee may consider abuse 

or explottation, another may find perfectly acceptable, or even beneficia! or 

enjoyable. Just look at the battles fought over unionizatíon . Lots of work.ers love 

their bosses and despise the union; love their jobs and scoff at the Left. Now 

who's to say who speaks for workers? One worker may moan and complain 



liberauon . '"the(ihts 
¡ob that her co-worker thinks is a gas 0 t the ~a~e alienated, degraded, abused, and the~e ne \\'ofkt, ltt¡y 1tfJ,iJ ~plO'~e e 'for her ¡ob. Now who's to say whafs ex ,m_ay 10() ls;id ¡n hn ·on? lf you took a poli, there would ... _ P O1tat10n, wh¡. ,...._e ·t•"17 da\l f d • Ut: &reat d. ' -uu~ 

,,,, drira hat relations o pro uct1on are l!Xploitat' i~e .. 1 , 
~,• n w . . 1ve, etc " "' .00 o ... n,ployment pract1ce or c1rcumstance u,,. 1 • 

10\1 \\'ould 1 
_,,.i,I eVerY . . nuU d be a "; d that degrading, ahenat,~g or what have you. One conden-.1\td i... ,,~ eO"e as 's 1-0y. [/ am remrnded of the women wh persons abuse , "' ""' erson , L'b • º· in the 1 '' 
;y· ther p f the Women s r eratron Movement in th U ear Y days of a~º ,,d wave ºhem for their chmen lifestyles - rhough e .S. fe/1 the \Yt,, ;¡eo · g I no on u5ec1 ·~ #de111n•~ what they meant - as wives and mothers, and who th05e Woíds i. 11, thal 5 d being homemakers. -P.5.1 stOOd up and ,,,e hDIII /ove d . k' id 1 1;1 ren't coerce into wor mg, or at least in onl h s.i E!Oploy~e~ ª1 might add, the Left has luridly sensational' Y~; most ~treme ases, w~•C h, catchword here. lf there were an abusive 0

1
z or P<>ht1cal end\. e t ,s t e d h . . r coerc1ve corisen t situation - an t ere 1sn t, at least not in thís e eniploY111en try only in really backward places _ nobody ou11ntry, and if thert this coun d ·f h d'd h , w, work for h 1s iri anymore. An I t 1 , w os to blame? lf yo d suc an ern~loyer pensation, you get it. u emand r~llett d fa1r com d . h . f b b an been allowe , 1t as m act een ta oo. for poor a d r1t· lt's never 

n wo ing el¡ 1 t be entrepreneurs, or property owners or corporate climb I h ss peoP e ºd though, against ali odds. We can look to those whdve ers. ~-las happene , . h 11 d gone 111:t<>rf Pioneers, and, w,t a ue respect and appreciation m,,.,, "-· d 
as brave . h . , ..,, ...qOn the mom and pop comer store. Now 1s t e time w.hen we can appropr,ate the . lly recognized space to start our own busmesses, buy prívate pronoth, soe,,a f h' 1 . h '""'• 

d for those who pre er t 1s sty e, move up m l e corporate world that has :e~ closed to us. They think we're passivel We'II show them our dnve. lht-t think we be long on the bottom of the economic ladderl We'II show them \\hlC way is up. The left says it opposes exploitative relations of product,on. l ha\-e already discussed the difficulty of recognizing exploitation, abuse. alienauon, etc. 1 suspect, however, that the Left isn't just against abusive, explo,tati\e, and alienating relations of production. 1 suspect the left is against production ~ f. let me give you an example of what l'm talking about and ind1catelhe dangers 1 see in the anti-production and protectionist policies of the Left. let's take a classic: landlord-tenant relations. We're ali familiar with the feudal history: of landlord-tenant relations, a history still reflected in the use of 1andlord• We all know the history of abuses of tenants, and the still surviving residue of the lormerly feudal character of the relationship. So what's newl Sure, we agree. th h 
· ere ave been abuses, though the Left has not been innocent of exa a~d sensationalizing accounts of these abuses and oí making them apPNr wShidespread than they are. The real question is, What should we do about atl ould w I bb d . .... contrOll Th· k e O Y for protectionist legislation like ren\ an evi1.uon . in about 't 1 • 11 --' as we ¡,e 111 

1 · t sounds good at first glance, especia Y st~ 



L..,. ~t.otaafized and real, of landlord abuse. But con .d 
• ..-....._8Ul .. ,llllllil•- • 1. h s, er· ,=-¡ 

A";« p,o1«1aonlst 1e3;sra1ion ,mp ,es t at tenanrs are powerfess · 'rst, 

:. o( thttr fives and in n~ of protection. 1 (or one do not want' ou~ ot 

_ _,, embodied in law. (lt's true rm now a property owne sbuc an 

•fflJI' w P'P"' d ,.,. . ) S d d , k'd r, ur ,f 1 
ajN, rtnant. f \\Oul nt 1a;e ,t. econ , on t , yourself about \ h . 

~hf most vulnerable under a law hke this one. rr will be the small Ja v df w,11 

who mar t,t uninsured, unsophisticated and ~nable to hire high price º:~· 
who .. mosr vulnerable. Those o( us who are Just now breaking into the wWy 1

5• 

... 1 1 . f . or d 

of pnvate fflttrprise, and own one ,tt e p1ece o mcome property, we're the 

ones who '"" suffer. (1 now own severa!, but I see the dangers for those wh 

holdings •re sttll more modest than mine.) The big corporate landlords won'~ 

it "°rst; we Wtll. FinaJly, rhis c1pproach ignores the legitimate interests of the 8"1 

landlord, interests that otten coincide with the tenant's, and stereotypes ali 

landlords as abu5ive and greedy. The legislation is unfair and discriminatory. lt 

might Mn bt unconstitutional (a possibi/ity my lawyer is looking into for me.) 

\\~'ve got to be farsighted when considering /egislation of this kind, else the 

best ol impulses can lead our movement astray. 

To be blunt, l'm sick o( the downward mobility of the Left, rooted as it is ín an 

oulmoded moraf,ty that wifl feave us powerless and on the bottom of the heap. 

lf you want economic power, take it. lf you don't /íke your job, show sorne 

mitiative, exercise your agentic powers and become a boss, a corporate climber, 

an enttepreneur, a private property owner. The choice is yours. 

Please cancel my subscription to The Guardhouse effective immediately. 

Those interested in subscribing to Free Game: A Cuide to Entrepreneurship for 

t~ Leftist, o, in 1oining Free Game's Leftists for Free Enterprise economic 

support and political action group, please contact me at: [Address Omitted] 

Yours in regrer for my wasted years and with hope, vigor and vital ity for a 

successful future for us all, (Name Omitted] 

l hive omitted the author's name and P.O. box number as it appears she decided 

'!"f to make her thoughts public. Ido not, and no doubt the author of che 

tore,:,,ngletter would not, sanction public exposure without consent. -P.S. 



. the current íncarnation of rhe ideas wh ·ch 1 ., us ,s d h , ed me . 
i'ie.x the •oear Lez" an W at Works· features and h '" Prior issoes 1 
pOse . h 8 h , t e con o 

prO sations w,th Rut wn. T e name, Nexu~ ,s cept O\\'l'S much 
ro convek '

0
r information flashing back and forth betwe meant to envision a 

t vor . h . ' en us I ho 
ne I egular Lesb,an Et ,es ,eature, c3.5 a way for /esb· · Pe to make 
,exus a r ¡ . rans to 5Jia 

N I dge and our puzz ements w,th each other to le• , re 011, 
inoW e • ' arn ,rom and · 

nd to increase our consc,ousness of our common d . en¡o; each 
other, a h v. 'b . irect,ons and f 

d with one anot er. ,our contr, ut,on can be short O 1 o our 
bon s Id . . r ong, hvo sent 

,al pages. You cou wnte Nexus ,f you've so/ved a lesb' 11 ences 
or seve . k h I b . ,an ,,e-prob/e 

ssfu/ly and th,n ot er es 1ans would benefit from your k I m 
succe b. 1., bl , now edge, ,¡ )t>u 

h ..,n't so/ved a les ,an 1,e-pro em success,ul/y and you hope oth f-1..• 
ah. / b . k er QIJtans ran 

help. ,f you want o~her es 1ans to now an9 think_ other fesbians would be 
energized by kn?w,ng what you are up to. As we link together, we increase our 
powers geometncally. -/. 

Active Lesbianism 

1 am a Lesbian. 
My existence is an act of resistance. Living my life is guerilla action. 
1 live my life as a lesbian, fully asserting my self-given right to be, enacting t 

same rights and privileges as heterosexuals-as muchas I legcillycan. 
This way of "simply" living gives me power as well as puts me in cert.1in 

danger. 'What works" for me is survival. Lesbian survival. 
L~bian survival pus hes the limits begs to be seen. Lesbian survival isª bee 

th bo I 

e. nnet ?f the heteropatriarchy. . to 

li_ve_ my life the way I think I should, using my own methods - refusjng 

1~
1ct1mized and refusing to react in violence. rodQ, 50 

lh e boys? They are puzzled by this. 1 don't do what l'm SUP~_. 
ey don·t k h are l1lfl"Kl_ sa 

un . now what they're supposed to do. When t f!'f 
certain I fº d 1 . t'-~• fVIIIM. 

' •n that I can walk through the ho es in r1a1 a-··.~r 



and I walk. we hke to walk down crowded city streers. In this staa 
Mr ro:' wt filce to hofd each other's hand. With hand in hand, 1 am mov;n" 

::'t sironsest most centered part of myself and my power. 1 am fulf of . 8 

~nd about who I am. 1 am proud o( my lover as we simply /ove and P!~ 
the fater, 1 know that 1'11 hear the familiar calls, spoken with the intent 

10 hurt. humiliate, s1lence and anger. . ,, . 
The cowardly cry stalks me from behind, fucking dykes, lezzies!" 1 know thís 

routine and rm ready. 1 topple them with the unexpected. 1 turn to look them 

in the eye (lf they haven't already hidden themselves), and with my broade~t, 

proudest smile, 1 say, •obviously, that's right!" and I swing our hands defiantly in 

t~air. 
lf by now thev haven't totally dematerialized, 1 tell them that they are "very 

perceptive, quite bnlftant!" 
Then I walk on, right through the holes in their power. 

Shelfa Bowles 

What to Say to Males on the Street? 

lt is st,11 a question forme, how to respond to comments by unknown males 

when l'm out walking alone, on the street or on the beach. 1 always react with 

strong negatíve emotion, the threat drains power from me, 1 shrink back away 

from the world and lose my abil1ty to enjoy it for a time. My adrenalin increases 

and my heart rate goes up. My reaction is worse if I say nothing; 1 fume and get 

depressed, 1 am angry at myself for not having more power. Even though I know 

it is imposs1bfe forme as an individual to overcome the collective power which 

mafes express when they make such comments, 1 still want to be powerful 
enough, radiant enough to force their words back into their throats befare they 

are u~ert'd. Nonetheless I often seem to go out unprepared, that is, not 
psych,cally armed, because, of course, that is how I want to live, without armor. 
1 do know that any counterattack is better than no response at ali; 1 always 

~nd emotion~lly mo~e quickly that way, even if I don't like what f said. And 

olten ~m not sat,sfied w1th what Ido say, 1 think beca use l'm always 
responding to their actions; yet l'm not interested in going out to verbally attack 

:en before they attack me, f'm really just interested in walking. 1 would like to ~f= 0ther lesbians who have sorne solutions, whole or partial to these 

ol t.rn~ SUCCessful response, when the male's remark is cloaked in a pretense 
•ness, such as ·tti, baby, how'ya doin' today?" is, 

? m r,ne, but Y0lr don't look so good ." 
Thfs Is IMrt'teula,ly 
MNI '---- it successtuf when, as is often the case they don't look so 
~• 9AIUW' on some level d ' · 

, an are trying to get an energy jolt by harassms 



tt' 

h esponse to my retort is usually sorne desperate se bl" . 11\t T e r I lh b . . . ram 1ng, vea . · 1 to regain contro . e aste pnnc1ple of this responra be pi ,Mu ts, k h "H b hl, can ap . htl dífferent remar s, suc as: f!-/, au7, need some hel r "f'm fine 
~,g I Yok like you'd better help yourself P ' 
)<>U 

O 
• h' h . 1· · A. response I somet1mes use, w 1c 1s app ,cable in a wider range oí silu 

as. 
"You don't know me. Don't talk to me~ 

rm not as pleased with this response as I am wíth the other. lt feels weaker 
deli,,ery. But it <loes confront and turn back his mes~ge, which is that I have 
control over whether or not he knows me. And it stnkes a nerve, his r·espcNIM 
always intense anger, but of a sputtering kind. 0ne male could not stop 
!lereaming at me, but as he was riding away on his bicycle, "Oh, die, death, 
w~v, evil, die, die: 1 find this strangely comforting, to rip off their covers, to 
re\'eal how intense is male hatred of women and how close to the surface. 

Jeanette Sil 

Lesbian Acts 

Two active resistance groups exist in St. Louis, Missouri. One, Lesbian Acts,,. 
separatist; the second, Women Rising in Resistance is not. Crossover 
membership links the two groups together, and much of the leadershíp and 
membership of Women Rising in Resistance is lesbian. 

St. Louis Women Rising in Resistance (WRR) formed in the spring oí 1984 
with the intention of usi ng public action to unbalance patriarchal behefs and 
inst,tutions. A part of a national network of organizations, we believe street 
actíon is essential. Our fi rst action we leafleted on father's dc1y. The leafld 
greeted fathers with statistical information about incest and child abuse and,: 
challenged them to confront these crimes. lt contained suggested specific 
act,ons such as discussi ng sexual abuse and teaching daughters to say "~WI 
listed phone numbers of crisis and service agencies and ended with the 
statement, "do something far children on fathe~s da(. We distribut~ s,-,. 
few hours by placing them under windshield wipers of cars park~ '" chali;h-
lots and then met far an enjoyable brunch. lncest survivors descnbed 
as empowering and because of the way we leafleted no personal con1q 
occurred. 

Our next action we leafleted at a "women's dance" about the fflSI~ 
invísibility of lesbia ns; focusing mainly on how we erase ou~ 
e\'eryone to look around and witness tha! ~hey were a part • 
community. The next meeting, in recogmt1on .º! th~ fact 
lesbians, we changed our name to Lesbians Rismg ,n 
limit our membership to lesbians only. 



10 ,..,. 

. 8 our new name was again leafleting. This time the to . 
ielk>n usan . 1 d' ,. P•c 

Our '""' ,boul lSians. The main target peop e atten mg a new age" fair 

was Myths 1 .. _,. 1·n our cars and leaílet at grocery stores and other par'-· · 
We ,&o carry ,~.,.. •ong 

lots. bfr Mary Lee Sargent, the originator o( the concept of WRR ga\'e 
In Noveffl . . . t· . h k a 

worbhoP it Washington Univers1ty in conJ~nc ion w1t .ª wee of programs 

focustns on violence against women. She d,scusse~ rhe ideas ª."d ~oncepts of 

d•rect actlon. 0uring the workshop a woman menttoned an art,cle ,n the local 

paptr tt,at cnorning. Another \".°m~n. had the article wrth her. 

Th, article said that a local circu,t Judge had let a 41 year-old man out on two 

)'elrs probaUon after he pled gurlty to raping an 8 ye<1r-old girl. We decided to 

do an action to let the judge and ~ther judges know that if they did not take 

vlOlenc, against children and \vomen seriously they would pay a price. 

Twenty-six women ~ere at the workshop, most of them not active in lesbians 

Rising in Resistance, and many of them not lesbia ns. We immediately organized 

into usk forces and planned leatleting at severa! lesbian and women's events to 

advertise our action, scheduled for the next evening at the judge's home. We 

d,d m~la contact by phone using a National Organizat,on for Women press 

hst. 
Fífty women gathered three blocks from the judge's home .and marched up 

the streel carrying banners, posters, and candles. We surrounded his home and 

chanted our displeasure and rage at his decision for an hour. This initial action 

was covered by one local TV stalion and both daily newspapers. We k.ept the 

focus on se>.ual terrorism agc1inst women and children and this outrageous 

decision by the judge. We finished with a few minutes of silence in respect for 

the child anda group scream to vent our rage. We scheduled a meeting the 

ne1t Tuesday to decide what to do next. 
0n the lwo days befare the planning meeting, which was announced by lhe 

media, we did a lot of research and networking. One woman investigated thís 

spec1fic case to find information from the prosecuting attorney and from the 

case worker who worked with the victim and her fam ily, and soon began to 

understand the way the "justice" system works. The phone contacts on the press 

releases began to get phone calls from rnothers of other victims and victims 

lhemselves. The family of the victim in the specific case contacted us. 

The meeting Tuesday níght brought together SO citizens. Members of the 

~la~k_and \~~ite community, wor~er~ in the justice and service sectors, ~nd 

eman,st act,v,sts. An aunt of the v1ct,m attended. lt was a moving expenence 

w~ere people spoke their anger and frustration and relief that someone was 

doi.ng_so'!'ething. The victim and rapist were b~th black, and we discussed the 

raciSl JUSlice system which discounts black on black e rime. 

plah~ned a picket in front of the judge's court for Friday morning and 
asa1n at 1s home on s d Th 1 . · h 
u-ª TV . un ay. e on Y media coverage of the meeting was t e 
-•..:- stat,on that cover d . . . 
""'Y night b t h e our original prcket. They were to give us cO\'erage 

u one t roughout the week. 



Friday rnorning there were agaln 50 d,monstrators and this lime III dW . ns covered us and several of us spent our entir, time Lllki t ... _ ..iat10 f I t . . ng o mw · ..,. kept the ocus on sexua erronsm agaanst women ¡nd ch'kt ,u.. \,-e b . . h . 1 ren. Yn:-1>egc1n to talk a out rc1c1sm 10 t e 1ust1ce system in both our prs our statements. ~e made the ~eclia available to wom'" who íoin«f us 11 com"'unity meeting. Severa! v1ct1ms and mothers of victims att@nded the and one of the newspapers intervie\ved an aduh wornan who had .1t 12 and madc this the core of their article. That evening al\ stations carried our action on all three news broadcasas three oí the stations did invest,gative work on their 0\\-n. At the ¡ud~s homfj Sunday we had 120 demonstrators and again gol extensive coverage. By this time we knew how to discipline and remove judges, and we now had this n part of our press release, which we also used as a leaílet. We encouraged citizens to call the judge at his home and office to express the,r displec1sure. During all these actions we kept careful mailing and phone lists. We contacted ali those on the phone lists, plus feminists who work in the ~ic and justice sectors, and invited them to a meeting. We spent the first part d,scussing the general situation in St. Louis. What seNices we have and what we need. The IJws and how they work and what needs to be changed. The cxpertise and expenence of ,vomen made it seem poss,ble to have long term effects. 
\iVRR is acting in an advisory capacity to a legislator draíting new laws io, stc1te and our phone contacts receh,e calls from both citizens and the media concerning cases oí rape, incest, and abuse. \Ve have courtwatchers al speci cases and are prepa red to mount another action when the occasion anses. \\lomen who did not identify with feminism have joined us and are quite surprised by our organization and ability to get results. We cashed in on the 1 , ,ear herstory oí the feminist community in St. Louis andan obvious and no controversial miscarriage of justice. 
A few weeks later I got a call from a woman radio news reporter about another probation given to a rapist. To make a long story short, we scheduled an action and canceled it the day befare, as our research led us to doubt the val1d1ty of our action. We picked the wrong target, the judge, v.hen it should have been the rapists. We also were being manipulated by the mecha. lesbians Rising in Resistance reorganized under the new name, 1.esbian and we plan to begin monthly actions. We are returning to "hit and ru~" actions, which mcly result in media exposure after the fact, but our~ons tred the line between legal and illegal. Among those planned are t ng >.mas ornaments filled with paint at porno shops and offensive~ postering the town with fake mayoral proclamations of a ~ñewapiftll. because of mal e violence (proclamation idea is from 



lstance will keep the Patriare 
15 esseotial, both the undercover ª"~ or, 
nd the media focused ones of WRR lllore 

sp• frit of Lesbian Acts, Is not time ca · St~t 
llsulllin 

Flow;,.,8 
8, 

en Rising in Resistance wom d . 'ginators an prime movers o( Wome .. -~ the or1 /f . . n R1s, ... 1 _ , ~· ent for lesbians emm1sts• whose goals ,,gin 
_ .. tlnfll1 movem f . . l'b I f . and 1 fW'IY'~ 1 h n those o ex1stmg I era eminist orga . 

t ica t a • n1zati ~_:_:.:..wk:alf nioif rad I lsts desired the connect1on and continu·t ?ns . .... r •-"'tans/fem n . . f W , Y Wh1cL 
p., National Orgamzat1on or ornen, National A . n 

~-In the nd that militant suffragists sought in the \A,bortion 
RIV"""··-. • ••gue, etc., a , 1 W , p . vvome"' 
ai.wc~ 1.r.- • nd the Nat1ona ornen s arty in England 11s ""'- _. · al un,on a . . 1. and th 5adal and ruitbC 20th century. w,thin the ear 1er suffrage movement e 
.,t cfurinlthe earlY_ ,,..,olved· but by the early 1980s, only a mode 60th a 
u,.,.. __ J racfj¡cal wing .e• ' • • rate 
nt,eraf anu . . and fully functioning w1thm contemporary feminisn, Vv . 
fadion was va51s/b!e . 'sts had done effective work at the local leve! w · h hile 
__ .lh,,.1 1 ... 1.:an ,em1m . , e ad •011' t coordinate efforts nat1onally. 
_ 11..1 ftw efforts o . RNUe . . . Resistance 1s one attempt to create and connect the d. \YOlll'II R,sing in . . ra 1cal 

t mporary lesbian/femm1st movement. lt offers a remed f ·ng o( the con e . . • . Y or the 
W1 . nd instabihty wh1ch have somet1mes charactenzed our pol't• rra,nentabon a I k f . d' 'd 1 1 1cs 

he last decade. An informa networ o in 1v1 ua s and grassroots duringt f · · h · b colledives. W.R.R. is t~e \~rk o act1v1sts w_ o reJect ureaucr~tic,_ centralized 
and hierarchical orgamzat1ons a~d, yet'. ~esire ~he support, sol,darrty, visibility 
nd sense offorward motion wh1ch un1f1ed nat1onal movements provide. The 
~ofthe network is to l_in~ lesbian~/femini~t~ committed to nonviolent 
direct action in behalf of lesb,anism, radical femin1sm and pea ce. lt serves the 
interestsof those who are convinced that direct and dramatic confrontation 
with men in power must accompany the traditional pol itical rnethods of 
education, electoral and legislative campaigns, if we are to end patriarchy and 
create a just society. like suffragist Emmeline Pankhurst, who urged supporters 
to"be militant each in your own way:' W.R.R. encourages lesbians/feminists to 
de6ne nonviolent direct action for themselves. An organizing brochure 
produced by the network cites 23 herstorical exarnples of resistance carried out 
lirwimmin around the world for a variety of causes and issues. They represen! 
j small sample of direct acts of conscience and are provided as a source of 
~ on anda demonstration of the diversity and creativity we are capable 
:ót' 

ffw organizers of W.R.R. believe an informal and decentralized structure 
radical lesbian/feminist unity without the drain of energy and . 
¡n<f the conflicts required to maintain a formal organization. Time 



Íd otherwlse be spent in the mainten¡ 
ati't wC>f t,oards, officers and committees is ªVi~: of llféf 
l"t1011ª atic and powerf ul acts of resistance. Th ª _fe for pi~ ¿: 
tPt dtarl'I ur wildest dreams. e idea ~;~W 
: _,or,d ºthe past three years radical lesbians/' .. 

i "'r rinS d h W R ,ern,n,sts h 0" actions un er t e . .R. banner. For ave <:ar. 
of direct. n 111inois disrupted the lavish open he>tampfe, lesbitln:' Ottl 
charriPª'!d' all lesbian advertising. Sister Resiste ou~ oí a loeat 11~1Sfs t,. 
~as ba;;the New York and American stock exc~~n New York C'ity'"!"9Pfr 
JoOrs. Da Y last August to protest corporate abu ses 0~ lesbia~ t 
f<ILlaht\he National Rampage Againsr Penthouse se : w1mm¡n and Wi _s 
if11ªg~• . campaign of civil disobedience against us the W.R,R. n¡ rnmúfs o ,n ,ts . . C I b , porn outl , rneanc1 lo~ s· ters of Just,ce '" o um us, Oh10 use the W. R ets '" more tha 
ci11eS,. ,sctions aimed at violence against wimmin 1 • S.R. name and In-.? SO 
{the1r a 1 • n outh H -ovina o t Massachusetts, a group ca led Women of F . h adley an(f ,.,hers , h bl k h d an are 1 A1
•· • nce when t ey oc t e oors and gates f a so Wornen . . . resista h 11· . o nuclear nsing 111 • on Halloween, at t e I mo,s state capit I W weapon5 . dustries. . fi Id w· h 1i . 1 o ' .R R dr ,11 Id the Spnng ,e itc na to try legislators' h . .' essed as Witc d he d d bl k' ,or t e,r cr a~ . Sit-ins an oor oc ings by Resisters plagued Re imes against 

w1;~~;rters in several cities during the 1984 election. Andª~n-Bush campa· 
he L uis has launched one of the most dramatic and sust . ....,ecently, W,R.R. i 
St o k O h aint"U series f . · . d out by the networ . n t ree successive Sunday . h o acti carne h n,g ts, 50-120 

testers with candles ave surrounded the home o{ a circ . . d pro •1 f . u,t JU ge who tenced a man gu1 ty o raping an 8-year-old child to onl two sen 'b . b b FI . Y years bation (see contri ut1on a OVE: y owing). 
pro d. 1 1 b' /f · · We call on ra 1ca es 1ans emin1sts to organize grassroots gro . . 1 d' . ups comm 
10 the tactic of nonv10 ent 1rect act,on; to carry out at least one dramatic act 
resistance each yea r, month, day or week; to use the theme "Women Ris'ng ' 
Resistance" and the network logo in material publicizing actions; to spre;d 1 

idea to other direct action groups; to communicate with the W.R.R. 
clearinghouse (Box 2096, Sta. A, Champaign, IL 61820, 217-352-6110) about 
planned demonstrations and meetings; to carry out nationally coordinated 
actions on specific Resistance Days. Among the days suggested are March 8 
lnternational Women's Day; August 3 - Women Take Liberty Oay; August 26 
Lesbian/Women's Equality Oay., October 31 - Hallowmas; December 1 -
Parks Day. 

•The term lesbians/feminists is used to include the minorityof straight 
who have herstorical and política! ties with lesbians and work with as 
network. Julia Penelope's "Mystery of Lesbians" series in LE. has 
10 reevaluate the name W.R.R. for a group which is primarif\' 
argument in its favor is that many lesbian activists still a 
out publicly as lesbians in the highly visible political 
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She's No Lady! She's a Woman - Amazon - Cockle• 
the Statuc oí liberty will be \00 year\ old in \986. lt should shock "° temim~l that \00 years ago women were excluded "for their own -~rE.'monil--S dedic,,ting the Sta\ue. A century \ater, we gather to demonttQle ~h.1t women '" ill not be cxc\uded from fu\\ participat,on in soc.i~y. Women \O"ins women of every race. cla!.s, and kind. sisle~ from acr<>!ts the Unrted <-t.itc!> c1nd around the wor\d wi\\ gather on Sunday, l\ugu~ 3, \986 to celt ;he Statue's birthday. To rec\aim the colossa\ fema\e figure which has come to ~ymbolize our society to peop\e a\\ over the wor\d. To dedícate líberty to ,,omen's crea\1v1ty. growth, strugg\es, va\ues, and vis,ons. Go"ernments and prívate corporations are planning a ceremony for ltberty', anmversary. t\lthough women have not been banned from the proceedings, 1t ele.ar th .. ,t the values of natíona\ism, mihtarísm. male supremacy. c1nd pnva~ enterprise w,11 dominate their event. The original unveihng in l886 wai an °' of mihtary parades, speeches by generals and male politic,ans, füeworks displays. cannonades, and rifle vol\eys. Today, prívate corporations, competln w1th one another to raise the money to restare an arm, chin, or n~ril, 4lct as though they own her or parts of her. lt ís up to women to keep Liberty w to protect her as a symbol of a whole and hea\thy society. By our acts of celebration, we remind ourselves and others thal the symbol our nation is a woman . Liberty is an image of the Goddess-Athena, luciM, Libertas. The peop\e of France gave her to the people of the U.S. asan embodiment of the revolutionary values of liberty and equality. Liberty hold~ swords, spears, guns, shields. nukes or weapons of any kind. She stands in peace. The broke n chains at her feet symbo\ize \Vomen Rising in Res,stance against ali forms o í domination and slavery. 



Too Butch f or Straights, 
Too Femme f or Dykes 

Paula Mariedaughter 

lindl Strega. in "The Big Sell-Out: Lesbian femintntty" (Lesbian fthics Vol. 1, 

No. 3), makes severa! ,mportant points about butch lesbian life experience both 

in the outer he1eropatriarchal world and w,th¡n our lesbian communit,es. l'm 

glad that Strega as a ítmme lesbian acknowledges the many ways a butch 

lesbi4ln ,s t"attd "as more Quee(, more of a freak 1 by the heteropatriarchal 

systems, whether family, school, employers, /and/ords, or others, and the 

ongoing cLunage this does to butch /esbians. / read Strega's article and hear 

c1gJ1n the pc1in butch lesbians experience when they continually receive the 

message that perhaps they aren't "real women" because of their butch 

ident,fication. I know this message sometimes comes from within our own 

f5bian communities. 1 hear the lonliness and a/ienation my butch lover feels 

when she describes how as •an unfeminine woman" there are few ways she can 

connect with most ·feminized ,,,ornen."' 1 have seen, too, in my own lesbian 

community a butch dyke accused o( ''fooking f,ke a man" - in this case by a 

femme dyke who was inhmidated by the butch's separatist feef,ngs about men 
c1nd boys. 

As a lesbian femme I have been disturbed by other parts of Strega's artide. f 

wish shecJ been very careful ,n her distinction between feminine-acting women, 

feminine actmg lesbians (i.e., any woman acting out the ro/e carefully 
constructed by males fo, females), and self-defined /esbian femmes. Because so 

much of her analysis about butch oppression is accurate I feef sea red that her 

anti-femme comments and assumptions wil/ not be named. / wish that she had 

a more fully-developed definition of lesbian femme. So here I offer a working 

definition o( lesbian femme (and hope a butch wil/ give us a working definition 

of lesbian butch) as a starting point in our on-going discussion: 
A fesbian femme is a lesbian who tends to be interested in many of the arts, 

crafts and other areas traditionally associated with women. Often a lesbian 

femme is interested in 'nest-buildmg' for herself and her loved ones. Many 



Tao lemme fo, 97 

-press an interest in fabric, color 18',t rnes '"" , -,ure ¡fld L- , 
~" fem . gs from silky cats or dogs 10 handmade ~nn soni d 
~i ~h: community and our interconnectedness • lkually a lesb¡¡,, 

vabLJutch lesbian has any of these interests. A fe~ °"1e of_thrs is rnt¡nt to 
-~ no h • rt h' . me esbian ofttn rvr to create er erot1c pa ners 1ps w1th butch lesbi , 

01 feel. as l've seen suggested in other plac~ in t~ns1• .... w_ 
t do" .. • • ,, f 1 'd e nutctn pres\ lha 

h ·s a better pos1t1on or more ema e I entified than , ,_ ... :_ ' hJtC , h' . . S , ,e-mme ~n J 1 • e I read t ,s as~umptton m tregas article. • ~':e only definition Strega offers for the important terms are, 

1 define m~elf as a femme, not because I admire and en,oy ftmin,nity or wa 
to accept and develop ~y femme_ qual,ties, but because I r!Cognize that I na 
.1ccepted feminine tra1ning as a g1rl (why I d1d not resíst, \\htn butch girls did 
¡~ now unknown to me).4 

\\"hal bothers me here are the words about "not. .. want(ing) to accept ind 
de\elop my femme qualities ••. ," as well as the assumpt1ons that: 1, femmes 
dt'\·e1op "femmeness" only because oí heteropatnarchal traíning _ no one hn 
.1n authentic femme self; 2) there is no such thing, among femme lesbians and 
teminine women, as degrees oí resistance to the nfeminine moder; 3) anyone 
"ho did resist as a gi rl is butch. 

1 am also upset with Strega's omission of any suggestion that butch \\0men 
and butch lesbians are involved in "selling our and actíng feminine, for l see" 
l"\ery day! Asan "unfeminine'' femme lesbian I see feminíne-appearing butches 
passíng in the boy's world and accruing the status, approval and money th1s can 
bring. 1 want to acknowledge that lesbian femmes generally have more access 
to ·passing; that is, acting feminine, but it is nota strategy unused by butth 
dykes. Also, Strega seems to assume that lesbians who were never heterose.-c.ual 
can only be butches (she names them "always-dyke butches'1, which negates 

- the existence of any femme lesbians who were never heterosexual.5 

In trying to deal w1th my anger and pain around ali th1s I returned to the first 
article I ever saw on the subject, Joan Nestle's, "Butch-Fem Relationsh1ps; Sau 
Courage in the 1950's;· in the 9981 Sex lssue oí Heresies (No. 12). She descri 
her own experience of being a fem in the SO's.6 Then she says that feminists a 
lesbia ns of the 70's who rejected any suggestion of femme-butch sex roles, 
w1thout knowing their true roots in lesbian life, did a d,sservice to lesb1ans of 
the SO's and 60's, as well as to themselves. l did exactly that in the 70's, 1 was 
one of those who denied the existence of roles when speaking as a lesbian• 
feminist to various community groups. Nestle named this as "'the s,lence am 
us" and challenged us to be ready to listen, saying, "lf we do, ,-.e may begin 
understand how our Lesbian people survived and created an erotic heritage. 
Today we are a lesbian people surviving and creating that erotic hentage A.s 
begin to read and talk and evento risk writing of femme and butch, we are 



iow•rd undent.1ndfn11 ourselves and r..1ch oth<•r. Nt'SU 

'•~~ was •n t-rotic partnfr,hip, st'rving borh ,1s .1 cons,>,cuoue 

Mt,ltd,. Don f1n the 19SO',J ,nd as an intimcite explor.1tion of wom<'n's 

flia ot ,._ h@t ,rr,cle be-cause w11h fMch re.ad,ng I imd St>lf•lov~ ,lnd th 

~u•I~ .... fooking and e'(ploring our complt>, issurs. Streg.l's ,1rhcle <1,d (! 

ch.llfnit to~-.... 
n u tbDSe tm01i0ns f rom me, 

pu th ,...,, years of lfSbian e,,pen,nct.' 1 hJvc conlinuJlly rt.'ceivc-d the 

n my ~t 1 ,m "nota rNI dykt',· for by defanition 'butch' is the "re,1' dyke;' 1rs 

~~took the hettropatriarchy's st.1ndard of who is ,.more Quecr; rhc1t ,s 

butch lesl,iins, and then agreed. 1 do belíev(' thJt in ~orne siruar,ons lesb,ans 

,alut- lhe butch rote more highJy than tht' femm(l role. 

The so-callfd uniformo( boots, jeans Jnd flannel shirt ,s a butch undorm. The 

un1form has 5fNfd me wt-U .11 times. However, 1t is not my first choice for 

m)Wlf when In a safe (non,mare) atmosphert'. \Vhen I wec1r flowing cotton 

d,es\eS on a hot summer dJy I believe it 1s a femme choice coming from my 

.aut~hc lfsbian seff and rejecl Strega's attempt to n,1me th,s c1s my not hJvrng 

•l()tten rid of old het \·,1lues."' 1 do befíeve that as I d,s-cover my femme fesbic.1n 

~ff 1 .am contrtbuting to l~b•Jn culture and that choosing to enact lesb,an 

femme behavior ,s a "'llowering o( my 'reílf seff':''º That real self \Vds denied by c1 

lt'Sbaan ~inist anc1l~•s fearful of heterosexual disapproval and by our own 

fears th.at pms,bly "'\' WE-re ,m,rating hetero~exual roles. W,thout knowing 

~nything of th~ d~p roots of this le~bic1n custom we denied ,ts ex,stence, in a 

blatanr ltsbophob,c mdnnt'r. Nesrle reminds me that butch and femme are an 

erot•c partnership one w,th the other, authenric ident,ties of woman-loving, 

"h~n we tt.1ch ~jttt •J truly destroying kind of role play,ng - the self denial of 

naturar styl~ so the oppressor will not get angry:·• 1 

Laura Oancingfirt's words, in ~Med1tJtions of a Possible Femme;' echo my ltfe 

~perience o( the K.in~s Crty Women's Liberat,on Un ion in 1973: 

There •s this problem of my hav,ng come out in the 1960's c.1s c1 rc3d1c..1I (not 

in equ•l-r,ghts) femin,st - .and lateras a killc-r-dyke. Dunng those Y<.'cH~ who 

ulk~ •bout rol~l Ewn a mention of a f,king for e.1rrmgs wds J tnfle suspect. 

\\'hen 1 \\,U com,ng out .1s .i lesbian in the mid to late 70's ,usr about c-verron(., 

1 lntw traced their f,b(lrJted or dyke origins rhrough a similar personal 

~~n.tory Afmo~t .111 of my \\'Omen fr,ends talked of frustrated g,rlhoods, spent 

'" d~ rathf'r th.m blue Jeans, playing with dolls rather thJn bc1seball bats. 

•nd hanging out in play lttchens more often than in trees. 

But t~n there w.is me. be,ng sort of qu,et dunng those convers .. 1tions. 1 

dtdn't w.nt to ~et1I the big secret - that all of my childhood and adult life, 1 

h,aw, Mfd ~~b.tll. And no one talked about fond memones l1ke mine.12 

Sh, goes on to describe her memories of a particular peach colored dress and a 

'!P'Y tostume from her garlhood. She then says, "Even recently, f've been 

di$courasecf from d1scussing this issue (femme-ness] in print:•u 



1 t,eUeve OancingFire to be brave in her n\k to discus, in th I bii 
n "conflicts, self-quesUoning, self-criticism and pain "'14 My e "n " Pfefli C1N 'b h' f • h d , • txPf •nct 1 reet •1 am too . utc or !ttra,g ts an too femm" for dyktt:' How dOft thts happenf Herc ,s one example. In the Aug/Sept 1985 leisbian Conntct,on tlwre was a r etter, "\Vhat Happene~ to Femi~me Gay Womenr The wr,tfr's Cffltral theme was t~ encourage le!,b1an\ to ~eJect our ~upl)()Wd "mal, lmage" •nd to "re.11 wor:nen ~y~s, her words) by actm~ and dre-sslng "feminine:' My polnt in mentionIng th,s ,s that her words are d,rected at femme l~ians ai MIi ~s butch t~bians. Each of us who refuses to "feminize" ou~I~ as t~ patn.1rchs and their institutions de~and will feel th5e_ p~essures from ~mployer\, famihes. and ~en from other lesb,ans fearful of retaliation. Many times femmes dress ~imilarly to our butch friends and lovers; our self-identified roles are not alwayt apparent to either the heterosexual world or to lesbians I,ke the one who wrote the above mentioned letter. The hostil,ty in those s,tuations is directed at all of us. both femme and butch, who challenge the heteropatriarchy by refu\ing to look 1,ke the boys' version of "real women," but choos~ to look l,ke the real women we are naturally. 
DancingFire declares my own strong feelings when she says, "1 adore feathers. ghtter, beads, crystal, rings ... costumes and flutterang get-up of any kand:' She continues," .. :straight' to me is st,11 drab and moderate clothing~ She did preface these words by saying she's "begun to a11ow [her]self to reclaim specaal parts of Laura when in womonspace~u This is notan unimportant cons1derat1on for ali of us who are "coming-out-femme; Today I believe my femme lesbian 5eff ,s part of a natural style authentic to me. 1 do ~truggle trying to peel away all the layers of "acting feminine" that I learned. At the same time l know my femme self is Lesbian-centered. My eyes look past any males around. My 10\ing energy, my sexual sharmgs are Lesbian-centered. 

Notes 
1 Unda Strega, "1he B,g Sell-Out:• pp. 76-77. 
2 Parts of th,s are drawn from group d,scuss,ons of the Femme Support Croup, uwrencte Kansas dunng the summer of 1985. 
, Bev-Jo. letter in Lesb,an Connect,on, Vol. 8, No. 4, lan/Feb 9986, p. 15. 
4 Strega. "The Big SC:'11-0ut:' pp. 74-75. 
5 lb,d .. p. 78. 
• "'fem,. is Nestle's spelling. 1 prefer femme because ít doesn'I appear to be a d1ml •,em,nene:• but rather a separate word. lt is also the same length .ts butch and ftOI' triviahzed. 
1 Joan Nestle, '"Butch-Fem Relat,onships." 
1 lbid. 



.. ~-5ell-()ut,· p. 74. 

"toa"~. 'l,¡tch-íflll R,latíonships." ,.,~ ... 
111111 

l)¡IICinlfi"- "M<ditations of a Poss1 ble Fem me• e .,..,'9 3 , omm 
11,11., 11a- 1', Willl" 998', p. 1 . 

on Liw,,tt esb,ari 
,111,id .• p. ,,. "\Inda Streta, "Tht B,g SeO-Out; p. 74, see also p. 80. Only b q,lllllll""l ¡nd i,ll-<ritic1'111, acconling to St rega. utc hes "rite 0¡ self. 
1

• \juri Rose [)anc1ngF1re, ·Mtd1tations~ 
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Letters 

congratulate you •••. for pulling together an exceU 

P"ª,it tº·cs (Vol. 1, #3). lt's quite a courageous undertakin entl~s~eof 

,..,,h;Jn Eth '. ·c.t ,eligion known as psychotherapy. l left th 8 to cr,t,cize th~ 

IP'. 1ern1nb • dd. • e WOmen's 

iesb¡c1r1 1' d to its growing a 1ct1on to therapy and resu1r rnO\'erner,r 

reJrs a8° uehiatric in mate and find no difference betwee '~8 Slcignation. 1 ª"' 
l r psyc , b d . n ,reudians nd 

a forrne ,rng "care:' 1 ve een torture and mcarcerated by bo ª 
ferninists s~ 'psychotherapy and psychiatry. Both are abuses . h~h. There are 

buses In • • w,t ,n the 1 
r,o a ssibility (or reform or rev1sIon. 1 found Laura Brown' . 1 mse ves 

,vírh no po me and to consider her outline for ethics as a bas's :rt•c e oifens~ 

he extre ' f . 1 . is ,or referrals • 

10 t ,petuate a system o vio ence agamst women (especiaff 15 

onlY to pe . . 
Y surv,vors o( 

h'atríc inst1tut1ons). 
psyc I you ever wondered why the term "patient" was changed to f 

Have d h ,, h . " . . e ient 

, d of customer an t e term t erap1st remained intact in so-called 

,nstea h d • lf • • 1 
, 1 ative' settings? T e wor 1tse 1s marn y a marketing term in.adva A" 

a tern . d f . . ncn1 

capitalist societies. '!le are conv,nce o 1ts 1mportance by the selfers ol therapy 

and by selected sat1sfied customers. Nobo~y needs a therapist, andas long as 

lesbia ns are using the language of care selling (such as "everyone I know could 

use a good lesbian therapist'') we ali will be stuck in living without real 

alternatives to conversation-for-hire on a large scale. 

l'm presently working on an anthology focusing on the scam called 

psychotherapy. 1 want more dykes to speak out, without having to assert their 

"health" as Mev Miller did, and without having their criticisms labeled 

psychopathological or their opinions that clash with shrinks gi\'en 

psychodynamic interpretations. By the way, Laura Brown isn't the 1st shrink to 

bring up the issues of ethics in print, other lesbian feminists have done so -

but in the context of why they left the profession and how poorly they were 

treated by the lesbian feminist shrinks when they called it quits . 

. 1 !hink its time dissatisfied customers begin speakíng out big against the 

~nst~tution of lesbian feminist therapy, the way we spoke out against the . 

'"stItution in the late 60's and early 70's - before feminists re-named the1r 

brand of therapy and tricked customers into believing it was dífferent (,om 

bays brand. lt's the customers who help perpetuate this system too. When 

!u,t ~elieving somebody else can "empower" us for a price and realize thf 

the discover our power is to take and use it against our opp~rs (whal 

ey happen to be), then we can begin a "movement• once aga,n. 



11 Penelope states that the last story in rny E 
In the latesl lf (~:l) Jul ª lt to lesbian separatists. ){frc1 

~ft,. ,s an nsu h d . b (OtdinMYJ rrvt"~ ed me - not b~ause s e m.a e ~t u! because sh , . Her remark sacfden of quelling interna! anx1ety; ,.e., Howeve es right S$iratist-baiting is a way be l'm not that far out." r rebellioos· 
aa..iinst 1he patria~~y I m:ok 

1

00 the interrelation of feminlst reacti ,,.. while wriuns a . d f • • h on, soc- 1 In fact, t putting sociahst an em1mst t eory together I f 'ª 1st theory, ¡nd attemr~ a plainest separatist statements, many made by ~11 0Und manv e~mples O t ~entiíy themselves explicitly as separatists. The I' t?ns of feminislS who ne\'er I is ,s long 
and wonderfuhel. h statements l'd like to quote Julia's on p. 29 of LE 1.1 Arnons ot r suc • • 

Julia, may 1l Joanna Russ 

sed t th.,nk Julia's tone of bitterness and desperation, even ¡ n LE 1.1 P.S. l u o lf h . • was • Nl'ül I find l'm feelíng that way myse • T e kinds of contortions extreme. un h f I d. 1 1 (·,ncluding mv<elO go throug not to ee too 1s oya to the patriarch women ,.. · d h Y -as if it made any such d1stinctions! - are amazing an rat er awful. 1 don't 
wanna no more, 1 really don't. 

Linda Strega (LE 1:3) articulated very well the sell out quality of lesbian 
femininity. But, her heavy defense oí butches is not justifiable. Certainly, lesbian femir.inity is alarmingly on the rise, and it involves morally offensive behavior. lt degrades those who practice it, for it is an assault on their own humanity and makes a genuine and conscienceable coming to power of women more d,fficult. But, lesbian butchiness has the same effect. Butches often oppress other women and as far as l can see often íntend to do just that. 1 have known butches who call the women in their lives their wives, who demand women wa,t on them, who are ardent readers of men's magazines and pornography, and who generally suppose that they are better than wornen who do not 
practice butchiness because butches suppose masculinity is better than femininity. 

Too often, butches are not practicing butchiness out of sorne deep longing to free themselves of the patriarchy, but to join up in sorne mystical way with what they perceive to be the winning side: men. Sometí mes these butches are 
~ccept~ by ~en so that they become one of the guys and are able to p~rtake '" male ident,fied occupations from which other women are barred and in bonding rituals men devise (such as the viewing of pornography and the telling of conquest stories and misogynist jokes) to assure their separateness from women. At least sorne of this could be called butch privilege. That butches are also oppressed by heterosexism is undeniable but then it would not be dífficult :;: ª case that lesbian femmes, for what~er odd and distorted privilege Y get, are also oppressed by heterosexism. 



then, butches are not interested ¡0 a 1 . 
fo0 often, culine power. They simply want p~ª YZ,n~ and <,;e,c<Hnl 

,.,rLIPt ~asaccomplices. Whatever explains why 50'' ª"d
1 '" fesbi¡n ,, ..... ns 

CV' ·Uin8 • h me esb· "'•"es 
f¡,,d W1 ('ear of the patriare y or fascination w,·th . } 1ans take on 

h·ness ,, f' · , 1t , noth· 
butC 1 , ctice of many o ,ens1ve ,orms of mascut· . ing car, ÍUSti"· 

hes pra . , . . . d 1n1ty. ., 

butc h ,·ors lesb1an ,eminin1ty an masculínity ar 
be av ' h e moral"· 

AS s and femmes are wo~en w o are living well befow 'Y reg,ess~. 
sutche ably expect of bemgs whose main quality a the leve, of wha, 

reason h • f 1., 
5 Persons ¡ r1.-: 

cari • usly about t e meaning o 1,e, the vafue ofd 1 
5 •~r ab;fitu,.. 

k serio ·b·t· h ei.ie op,ng I h .,, IIY. 

1h1° . Is and the respons1 1 1ty we edc share to enhan h rea uman 
t1t1tent1c1 ·t ce t e growrh of 
r- n commun1 y. 
huma ,s that in sorne cases Strega uses butch and dyke (h' h 

lt seen bl Th bl . . ,g -consc,o 
. ) interchangea y. e pro em with th1s mixture is lh t . usness 

1esb1an a 1t conflates 

terrns. Mary Crane 

First of ali I want to thank you _for Year One of LE. The first o( many others 1 
hope _ and even expect - barnng planetary extinction courtesy of Rambo 

Reagan and Co. 

At this point in our history we need a few bricks thrown around. We need ¡ 

few lesbia ns who have the guts to say out loud what quite a few others have 

been thinking but have not had the courage to bring out into the open. 

In connectíon with these thoughts I would like to see Lesbian Ethics in this 

coming year devote a Readers Forum to Female Bisexuals. Bis have been getf 

under my hide for sorne time now. My own view is - briefly stated - this: 1( 

you are bi choose your female sex partner among other bis. Don't go for 

lesbians. You are not a lesbian and have NO RIGHT to call yourself one. A 

lesbian is a woman who is sexual with women only. A bi is a \\'Ornan who is 

sexual with both men and women. So when someone says •a lesbian friend 

mine is 'in a relationship' (so called) with a man,"' ifthat relationship is sexual ar 

even simply erotic (dubious that it can remain •simply erotic"' if the partner 

male), then calling this woman a lesbian is a misnomer. Andan insult -

deliberate or not - to every woman who is a fesbian. . 

Al!hough I am all for personal freedom when your freedom does nol •IIClll~ 

hurting me or sorne other woman when you are a bisexual and call you,,~~ 

lesbian you are hurting lesbians a~d lesbianism. . ol 

To my way of thinking a bi is a woman who is working both ~des 

:~reet. • • she is also enjoying lesbian privilege while safely keepmJI 

Jar to the hetera world. 
h T~ere may be a few bis who are working themseJves free~ª ,n,n; 

1~5 ªnd or lover - and who will one day soon drop him 
ere Was a time (which I have known because I am 



husband be(ause of material or familial sit . --•~ So she lived with him and slept with hi~~ns Yvh¡ch ,,_.,_ theskleand In great secrecy she slept with an hhen he - hd - ': this sort, Whil~ it 1~ 1 am sure quite prevalent inº~ er "'aman. But a sitUl!liOft not the rule en th1s country. Women are bi be &reat man (OUllllie5 todf • 15 the advantages of the hel world and the privil cause they don't want to ose le Th;III\/ enjoY women in every way but won't eges o~ t,elonglng IO ama • .., cornrn,t ... ..-.. .wt to won,en. ~'"'7 thev are _ because we allow them to do so _ social' • At 1h1s_t,mehetero ways. They weaken our commitment to a lesb· iz,ng lesbi~~ anto tion that was the dream of the seventies and still is th1andsociety, to the tc,Ulan "ª" 
e rearn of miny of us. • Bis are a ftfth column in our m,dst. .... .,.. this issue faced squarely - once and for ali. u:;,S D... • " • h f ºno it out "kicking and scream1ng mto t e open orum that is lesb· ·~ 1 · f • h • • ian f thi 

lf ever there was an ethica ,ssue acmg us t 1s 1s one. cs. 
·perhaps we are go1ng to wake up, shake off the compromising and backsliding and mealy mouthing that have been stifling us for the la5t f and get goang with the building of a new world in the midst of the hide::ears ruins that surround us. 1f we do it will be in great part beca use of women like you who have both vision and the guts to implement that vision. 

In dyke affection and gratitude, 

Ruth Douglas 

MENOPAUSE. CHANCINC ROLES. ANO THE JOB MARKET 
ARE JUST SOME OF THE TOPICS COVERED IN 

BROOJ\ICSTICK 
A NA TIONAL FEMINIST. RUDER·PARTICIPA TION MACAZ INE BY. FOR, ANO ABOUT 
WOMEN OVER FORTY 

'10 vur ,n lJS. Sl5 111 C•n•d• (US fund,) s.mp1, copv U 00 
HOOMSTICK 
3'>13 18th Sl 
S.., fr,ncl\co. CA 9.-110 



Notes on Contributors 

. t-toagland is a separatíst and a radical I bi · 

,1h u,caa vork in r esbian ethics flows from he es ª" Phi~ 1. 

pr- 0. Her ' 
r 0eed fo, t-L, • ._,, In 

C~acd8 
'QOfiQ COmn...:..:. 

. an Exx-secretary/nun/nurse/social WOrk ., . • •••• .,...,. 

syrn ,s • • I h er,chnstic1nJ ~-

ia1th . . she now lives sir-passing at t e subsistenre 1 ~uminlSltaro,f 

rherc1P1st, . c3I labor for other w1mmin 10 Little Rock A kae\'el, d0rng odd 

j0bS, physb,ctantially as a Lover, Fighter, Writer, and e' ' nsa5• She defines 

elf su s . • • 1 Ynerater and a.. 

htrs I dges that she 1s somet,mes v,o ent and alwa\Jt. d ' '"'Pl>tly 

acknow e 
, # clnge,ous. 

. Brunet ¡5 a radical lesbian from Montreal, founder an 

,.,,an;ONES O'H/ER, LESBIENNE D~UJOURDHUI In 1982 t formered,torot 

AMA f the u.s.A. and parts of Canada with a vide~ which e c:pleted a 

rourho magazine. The passion of her work resides ¡0 forgíng 1- ~-- same llalJlf 

as t e . h. . . in~s uti\\'ffl 

b. ns world-w1de. She sees t 1s internat,onal lesbian focus as . 

les ,a 
esSfnt,aJ for ou, 

survival. 

Louise Jurcotte is a radical lesbian and a founder o( the video anda fi nd 

(h 
. ou« 

and current editor o t e magazine, AMAZONES D'HIER, LESBiENNES 

D'AUJOURDHUI. As a fat activist she is a memberofthegroupLGS. 

Eloise Klein Healy has published three books of poetry: BwldinsSome 

(Beyond Baroque Foundation), A Packet Beatmg L1kea Heart (Booksof afe 

Press), and Ordmary Wisdom (Paradise Press). Currently she is wnting a 

booklength poern tentatively entitled Artemis in Echo Park. Among her U1 

are the study of Gertrude Stein, girlhood, and birds. 

Sheilc1 Jeffreys 1s a revolutionary feminist from London who is presendy re 

History of Sexual1ty at Clark Universíty in Women's Studies. Herbook, Tht 

Spinster and Her Enemies: Feminism and Sexuality 1880-1930 was pubf 

the U.S. by Pandora in February. 

Penelope Seator is a lawyer living in San Francisco. She worb in thf • 

tenant's and immigrant's rights at a community based latino fesil 

agency. 

Paula Mariedaughter. l'rn a separatist Virgo witch. l'm 40 • 

sout~erner. l've lived the last 16 years in Kansas City, MisSOUf'L 1 

~OV•ng to my 40 acres of "rustic" land in northwest 1 

u~ch lover Jeannie and her dalmation Jezebel, ,ny NléJ 

an Sophie and our four cats. 
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Errata 

There rwo t)-pographical errors in Linda Strega's ,he Big SeU-Out; 

L~n ff,minirntyt in Vof. 1, 13. 
In the ~st p¡r.graph on page 82, lane 42, men should not be in quotes. The 

St'r\tence should ~ad: -SO man}' femmes are now wearmg dresses ... writíng 

5tories about femmes fhrting \\1ith butches in the same way that het ,vomen flirt 

\\tth men~ 
tn the last paragrc1ph on page 83, line 35, natural should be changed to 

neur,.al. The sentence shouJd read: .. we cannot transcend or reclaim them 

ffeminine clothes and games] - they are in no way neutral, they are loaded 

with rnHning: 

Ads and Announcements 

lesbi.n Ethics ad rates are as follows: 
Cl.is$ified: 20 cents a word, S3 mínimum. 
Display: 3 x 2-1/2, SlS; half page 4•1/2 x 3·1/4, $25; full page 4-1/2 x 7, $50. 

Discounts for multipfe issues. 

Spinsten eoo•s ~nd Webbery - New Mail Order Catalog. F1ction, non-fiction 

by lesbians, Womyn of Color. Spiritual,ty. Pol,tics. lncest issues and more. 

Catalog Sl and/or 1986 NE!\v Arrivals $1. Bookstore and Resource Center 

collectively operated by Lesbians (Separatists). 801-1/2 Massachusetts St., Box 

1306, lawrence, KS 66044. 

\\'OMEN'S REVIE\-V OF BOOKS, monthfy review of feminist writing. ln-depth 

reviews o( the most current and controversial in writing by and/or about 

,,-omen. Subscnpt,ons: $14/US, $17/Canada, $25/institutions. Free san,ple on 

requE'Sl. Dept. EX. Women's Review, Wellesley Women's Research Center. 
\\'ellesley,MA 02181. 

Support and Donations Needed 

K.aren Thompson's legal battfe for the right to visit and care for her hospitalized 

lmer, Sharon Kowalski, who suffered a serious brain stem injury in an auto 

accident, continues. Karen is being denied visitat,on rights by Sharon's parents. 

Tax:deductible ~onations m~y be sent to Minnesota Gay and Lesbian Legal 

As~•stlnce or M1nnesota Soc1ety for Personal liberties, e/o Suzanne Born, 3436 
Holms Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55408. 

Oue to heavy financial d~bts_in~urred duríng their twelve years oí operation, 

one of our most valuable mst,tut,ons, the lesbian owned and operat d 11 t· 
J C• , ... , • p h e co ec ave, 
owa ,ty ww-omens ress, as decided to go out of business. Individual 



f the collective can be hefd fiable for taxes th 
mbers o contribute to a fund for payment of thes e press ar,'t ~- ff 

,.,;"1d ,are_ t~ to: A Fine Bínd, Ud., 710 KirkWOocf ,OW: taaxes, Y<>u an 5end 
,, donatl0 ' ity, I,\ 52240 
~' • 

co" ferences 

YN AND WITCHCRAFT: TOWARD DEFINITION OF DIANIC 
woM Conference for womyn who define themsefves as 0. . WIC(A 

tpar~ l), ª·tches, will be held Sept. 19-21, 9986 ata state park .,an,ca~~~~ 
b1an w, . . . ' ·1· in sout,1W01 

1es •0 To contnbute posItIon papers, ,acI ,tate discussíon 8 '"tscons1 • d h ' . roups, 
,,, t calize ritual, or to atten t e con,erence wnte: Conference Coorcf' 
plan/ º·ttee RCG, Box 6021, Madison, WI 53716. 

1 

comm1 , 

OMONWRITES'86, 8th annual southeastern fesbian writers' con'ere 
W I G . v. 11 nce. 

29_June 1, 1986, centra d ehorg,a: ,o
I 

u_ are encouraged to submit workshop 

ideas, choral readings, an t eatnca p,eces. SASE to WOMONWRITES'B6 71 
Fifth Ave. North, St. Petersburg, FL 33710. 

calls for Papers 

WOMAN of POWER #5, on "Healin( will explore how women are making ow 
lives whole through accounts of personal healing experiences and through 

profiles of various women healers, healing modalities, and health phifosophies. 

lnvestigation of cross-national and cross-cultural approaches. Emphasis on 

women who bring spiritual, political, and feminist perspectives to their heafins 
work. Deadline for all materials is June 1, 1986. 

Lynn Scott and Pam White are seeking essays for an anthology relating to 

Lesbian's coupling experience. We are asking for writing that expresses the 
important aspects of the love relationship. Please query with SASE if you n 
interested and we will send you our letter explaining the project. Lynn Scott and 
Pam White, 315 Garfield Rd., Concord, MA 01742. 

LESBIAN FRIEN OS. lesbian Editor seeks material (or book expforing friendshlps 
between lesbians who are not lovers. Discuss play, work, growing-up, cominl-

ou_t, separations, family bonds, commitment, betrayal, humor, aging, -
th1ldren, affection, etc. Send life stories, drawings/graphics, photos, 

~~ped conversations, essays, poems, songs, prayers, etc. to Caroljean - 1050 
,tle lnsurance Building, 400 Second Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN S. 
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108 Announrements 

Guidelines for Authors 

Lesbian Ethics is a forum for lesbian ;eminist ethics and philosophy, with an 

emphasis on how lesbians beha\'e with each other. Vve welcome essays, 

re'\'iews, translations, Letters to the Editor, and responses to material which has 

appeared in LE. LE does not publish poetry or fiction. Only original material will 

be considered. 
\Ve invite one page treatments of possible articles and will respond promptly. 

Material for LE 2:2 should be received by May 31, and material for LE 2:3 
should be received by September 15. Type all manuscripts double-spaced. Send 

an SASE if you want your manuscript returned, and an SASP if you want us to 

acknowledge receipt of your manuscript. 

A NEWSPAPER 

:eSBI-4.Jv "\~Cll'.E;'Ji, 

w 
BY & FOR 
LESBIANS 

information 
news 
health 

MAIL CHECK TO: 

politics 
humor 
reviews 

2215-R Market St., #307 
San Francisco, CA., 94114 

ma..le.ed in unm~tked envei.ope 
SubJ.>CllÁ.ptiori Ratu: 
$1 O J.>uppoltÜ,ng $1 5 JUJ.>búnÁ.Jt9 

lished 6 times ayear 
Sample lssue: 
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THE TRIBE OF DINA: 
A JEWISH WOMEN'S ANTHOLOGY 
EDITED BY: MELANIE KAYE/KANTROWJTZ& IREHA l<LEP'!SZ 

FICTION •ESSAYS•ART •POETRY •PHOTOGAAPHS•TP.-"'4.>_J~ 
• INTEAVIEWS WITH ISAAELI PEACE, CIVIL AIGHT?. FE...,..,-, 
ACTIVISTS • BOBE MAYSES • SECU~A JEWISH IOEHTJTf • 

ING A RA881 • GROWING UP IN AAGENTI~ CHINA • SEPH,.POM;. 
IDENTITY •SURVIVING THE HOLOCAUST •ANTI-SEMíT1sii & i:S.-eísii 
• JEWISH LESBIANS • RADICAL JEWISH WOMEN'S l'flSTcPY • 

YIDDISHKAYT•JUDAISM & FEMINISM•JEWISH FOOO • 

ISBN 0-931103-02-9 • 1985 • 2881)9. SU5 • Add S1~ 
---SINISTER WISOOM Subec:rlptlon: , INUN yNfly 11,.00----

i} SINISTER WISDOM BOOKS•p.o. box 1308•Montpeller, VT 05e02 

GOSSIP 
a journal of lesbian 

feminist ethics 
GOSSIP: essential information; fast communication; opinions; 
advice; theory; raw material for building our civilization. 
ETHICS: responsible, liberating, creative standards to live by. 

lnspired by the bold and necessary work of 'LESBIAN rones·, 
Onlywomen Press (Britain's only radical feminist and lesbian press) 
launches a new joumal - first issue out in February 1986. 

A few of the tapies we'll examine in volume one: 
* Why dykes get pregnant * 
* Lesbians and property * 
* Lesbian community response to illness and disability * 
(For the benefit of British lesbians we're reprinting Julia Penelope's 
'Mystery of Lesbians') 

Subscriptions (3 issues) f. 7. 50 surface mail (in British currency 
please) 
f.10.50 (airmail) 

From Onlywomen Press, 38 Mount Pleasant, London WClX OAP. 
England 



CoMMONUVES 

LESBIAN LIVES 

Stories. joumals, graphics, essays, humor, poetry, 
autobiography, and more ... 
Tbe experiences and ideas of common Lesbians. 

We print the work of Lesbians who have been 
lcept invisible and silent. 

Single issue: $4.00 
Oneyear. $12.00 

TRIVIA 
A JOURNAL OF IDEAS. 

Radical feminist visionary writing 
Theory and Scholarship 

Critica! CS$lys - Reviews 
TRIVIAl. UVES 

NtasSaTJ swsrtnance fo, 
tite lmn:,s-uning mind. 

TRIVIA is published three times a year. 

Sll/ym - inJiviJuali 
$14/yar- out oíU.S. 
S18/ynr- institutions 
Samplc wrr. SS.00/$6.00 

TRIVlA 
P.O. BOX 6CXS 
N. Amhmr, MA 
01059 

CoMMONUVES 
P.O. Box I 553 
Iowa City, IA 52244 
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conditions 
8 teminist magazine 

We ,re c::oncerned that women'1/lelbi1n pubiic. 
tions h1vt often f1iled to rtfltct the 1xperitnc:es 
and viewpoinu of Third Wortd. workint-elm and 
older womtn. CON0ITIONS includn wor1' in 1 
va,itty of stylts by both published and unpubiished 

J writ1r1 of manv differ1nt blckground1. Wt wel• 
comt 1ubmis1ion1 from 111 womtn who fttl that • 
commitmtnt to othtr women is an integral pan of 
thtlr livts. 

lu 5'A Van Bnuu Statioa Brooklya.NY 11215 

Subicriptions (J issuts): SIS. lndividwl: S25. 
lnstitutions; S9. specia/ "luudlhip "18tt; S20. 
°' mort - ,upponing ,ubicription. 
Sur,k luuts: S6. individual; S9. institutions. 

&ele luuts (flvt el subuqMtnt iJsMts 1till 11Wlil· 
lblt ): S4.50 tt1clr. 

Owrum distribution: 1111d S2. /or 1Mbscription. s.50 /or lin,lt UIUt. 
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,~ aack lssues • • • $5.00 each. 
MysterYof tesbians: l • Jeanette Silveira, Why Men 

tfflJ,,.ft~,#.--8a,_rbara Macdonald, A Cal/ for an End to Ageism in L b. 
ne Rule. Rufe.Making • Karen Fite and Nikola Tru;~ tan 

arrtlCav~.!MOII. Barriers to a Common Language • Joyce Treb'I 0
, 

~tmO'C""'""'.. 'cot, 
NoteS on the MHnin, of Life. . 

r .. ·n Lesbian Origins • Juha Penelope, Mystery of Lesbi 
LEN. Susan ur".f , . . • F.A C T. F./ ans: 1/ • . Mc(ornbs, A Missms Lmk Cartoon •. • •• or • • C.T.1.0.N.? • Non?M 

A /l8(Jefs' fo,um • Anna Lee, The T,red O/d Question of Ma/e • 0
• 

(hildren 
LE '3. Julia Penelope, Myste_ry of Lesbians: 111 • Lesbi~n Therapy: A Reader's 
forum • Laura Brown, Eth,cal Concerns for the Lesb,an Feminist 
Therapist • Caryatis Caroea, A Working-Class Look at Therapy and the 
Mu.ement • Sa~~ 1:t'cia Hoa~land, lnvitation • Linda Strega, The Big Sel/-
Out Lesbian Fem,mmty • Annie McCombs, A Letter Ms. Didn't 
Print • Susanna J. Sturgis, The Promotion of Lesbian Nuns 

NA Only a few copies of LE #1 are left, and sorne are slightly damaged. 

Lesbian E thics 

Subscribe Today! 
Give Lesbian Ethics to a Friend! 

3 issues: Individual: $12, _$14 Canada & Mexico, and intercontinental surface, 
$20 mtercontinental air 

lnstitutional: $16/$18/$24. 
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