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Statement
. Connexions is the collective product of fermin-
ists of diverse nationalities and political perspectives

movement,

We want to go beyond merely providing facts
and information, and hope that by passing on—as
directly as possible—women’s writing generally unavail-
able in the U.S,, we will be helping women here 1o
understand and connmect with the expenences and
viewpoints of women in other parts of the world. We
also want to contribute to the growth of a worldw:i=
network connecting women working on similar projects
by researching, establishing contacts and exchangin:
information with other women’s organizations.

To a large extent, the economic and political
conditions under which we live determine the issues o
which we give priority. Women do not live n 2
vacuum, but in what is still largely a man’s world. It s
essential for us to understand the working of that world
if we are to understand each other. We hope that Con-
nexions will be one step toward building an interna-
tional women’s movement,

Connexions is a quarterly and each issue focuses on an specific
theme. Connexions is published by People's Translation Service.
4228 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland, CA 94609. Subscription rates
are $12 per year, Canada and Mexico US$14; Overseas—USS 14
surface, US$20 airmail. An annual institutional subscription is
$24. Please send international money orders in USS or interna-
tional travelers' checks in US §,

Articles and photographs from Connexions may be
teprinted free of charge by non-profit publications without per-
mission except where accompanied by copyright. (Others please
inquire for reprinting rights.) Please credit Connexions, including
our subscription rates and address whenever reprinting our
material, and please send us a tearsheet. Connexions is indexed
in the Alternative Press Index, P.O. Box 7229, Baltimore, MD
21218,

\

:  Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Pmmmnzx mnlmw their. ducusswn on the Grcal Court at Fomm ‘85.

CARMEN VAZQUEZ

The Women’s Decade

The UN Decade for Women has come and gone and
one could debate endlessly on what women have gained.
In quantitative terms women’s status has not significantly
improved—in fact, in many cases it has worsened due, in
part, to the growing economic crisis. But other changes
have occurred that may very well have positive repercus-
sions, though they cannot be easily measured and may not
be fully recognized for years to come.

The limited media attention that the Decade
received has left most of the world’s women unaware that
ten years have passed in their honor. Among women who
have received some benefits as a result of the Decade, it is
likely that many do not realize from where they have
come.

Discussions of having a UN conference on women
began in 1972. In light of the growing international
women’s movement, the UN was prompted to declare
1975 International Women’s Year and call a world confer-
ence to be held in Mexico City in June of that year. Thir-
teen hundred official delegates from 133 nations met to
work on the World Plan of Action, a ten-year program
which provided guidelines for governments to promote
women’s full integration into society. With the unanimous
adoption of the World Plan of Action, the next ten years
were established as the UN Decade for Women with its
goals to be Equality, Development and Peace.

While the UN delegates were working out their polit-
ical differences, close to 6,000 women representing a
variety of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from
around the world were hashing out a broad array of politi-
cal, economic and cultural arguments at an alternative
conference called the Tribune. Although NGO confer-
ences are often held parallel to UN conferences.as a means
of offering viewpoints often neglected by government
representatives, the Tribune was the first time that NGO
participants outnumbered UN delegates.

NGOs are groups or individuals with interests in any
issue in which the UN is involved. Their influence on UN

policy varies as do the political affiliations of individuals
and the concerns of the groups themselves. NGOs range

in size from small grassroots groups to well-funded inter-
national giants which have formed for a variety of pur-
poses, many having to do with social change.
Although they are not oﬂiaally part of any govern-
ment body, some NGOs receive funding and direction to
carry out programs that governments are concerned with,
especially in the areas of development and world popula-
tion. Others must operate exclusively on funds that they
have raised themselves. Officially registered NGOs gain
observer privileges at UN meetings as well as rights to
lobby UN delegates. During the Decade, many NGOs
formed with the intent of implementing some of the
recommendations that came out of the first women’s =
conference in Mexico City. gy
Participation in NGO conferences is open toall wﬁo ;
can hurdle the economic and political barriers which, over
the Decade, stopped untold numbers of women from. .
attending. That certain Palestinian women living in... ..

‘Israel’s Occupied Territories and Black South African

women were denied exit visas becam® general knowledge
at Forum ’85. But how many others have we not heard
about?

In Mexico Cny, political controversies riddled both
NGO and UN conferences as the divergent priorities of
industrialized and Third World nations became apparent.
Such subjects as the need to redistribute the world’s
wealth and power as a prerequisite for the improvement of
the status of women, the condemnation‘of imperialism-
and the equating of zionism with racism creatégd many
heated debates and set the stage for future conferences. In
particular, the bugaboo of equating zionism with racism
has obsessed the US delegation as welpas NGO partici-
pants and become the darling of inteinational media. At
the end of the UN Conference, the priorities and the polit-
ical perspectives of the Third World were summarized in a
12-page paper known as the Declaration of Mexico, which
the United States did not sign.

Western-centered feminist ideology received a cool =
reception at the Tribune. Global issues such as the rela-
tionship of women’s poverty to development and the glo-
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bal economy, and the importance of incarporating 1t
feminust eology &a endentanding of antv-imperatism

For mapy Westere women, the Tribuse was dubbed
2 CONSCIoUSNTSS-raisning expenence For Thard World
wOomen 1t was 33 OPPOTTUTLY 10 reject 3 Western-buased
femmsm that dod pot include or eddress their needs, It
was 10 Moo that the ingredidly diverse situations 10
which women hive were first shared and that the torm
“women's issues” began 10 be more broadly defined.
FIVE YEARS LATER-COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

As part of the World Plan of Action, 8 mud-docade
conference was 10 be convened ia 1980 1o review and
evaluale the progress made, Quantifying women's oppres-
sion was oae of the tasks the Decade dehineated 1n Mexico
City. With statistics in hand, governments were foroed to
acknowledge what women already koew—that women are
one half of the world’s population, do two-thurds of the
work, earn one-tenth of the 19come and only own one-
bupdredth of the land.

Many governments responded to these dismal
findings by adopting more favorable legisiation toward
womes, establishing women's bureaus and welfare organs-
zatons, funding research groups to further measure and
study women's status and reserving 2 hmited eumber of
povernmental positions for women. For the most part,
these are cosmetic changes and many will evaporate with
the close of the Decade when funds will be moved to the
latest UN designated theme. But in some countries, these
UN-sanctioned beginnings have provided women with an
avenue 10 do work that previously would not have beea
permitted or considered legitimate.

The statistics gathered in attempting to document
women's status revealed that of the 16 million refugees
accounted for in 1980, the majority were women, many of
whom were widowed or heads of households. Copenhagen
was the first international forum where the situation
women refugees was addressed, and it was there that the
UN was pressured to develop specific aid and education
programs for them.

Meanwhile, the NGO parallel conference, this time
called the Forum, attracted over 8,000 participants, with
approximately 41% coming from Deomark. Whereas
Mexico City provided the setting for women from around
the world to present their ideas and their differences for
the first time 10 an international conference, Copenhagen
became the place where the differences became unmanage-
able, resulting in frequent clashes.

A mada workshop at the Coperhagen Forum 89

T M R, SRS T SRRy

Many Wesiern women came belseving uvum
answen 10 al womes's oppressson, while Third Werkd
women poanted oot that Westerners showsda't be s @uak
10 lahel the oppressios of others. The msue of female o
Cumasog was a mayor exampie of ths rend. The pree.
cupation of many Western women with thes W0Pus wag copn
ssdered. af best. inapgvopnate by women WVitg @ cpgp
traes where it is practaced. Seme perceived thes Wege,
m«-u\awﬂm.ﬂnmh“
W’emmmmubobnbmhMMp*n
the oppression of the Third World and the 0Pprese., .
cumstances that exsst oo their owan COwRINAS.

The conflict w the Middie East agai 100k 05 specog
signfieance ot the Forum and divided many parucgancs
12 compansen to Meuon Oy, thangs bad only gotsen
worse. Discussaons revolving around the Palesumuam Taraesr,
conflict permeated alll arces of the Forum, whale 21 the LN
Conference, they agan battled 1t out over the zionusm s
racism equation. At the closing session, the World Pro-
gramme of Acion was passed by an overwhelmung major-
1y, although the US cast one of the four “no™ votes =
part due 10 the mclusion of 2omsm.

Networking and women's media also received partic-
ular attention 2t the Copenbagen Forum. There were a
rumber of workshops desoted 1o the need for communica-
tion systems and how they can be developed with Limosted
resources. The discussions were filled with controversy
over the questions of who would costrol it and bow the
North-10-South media dominance would be checked The
proposal for an international women's news service that
would provide news about women and be produced by
women from around the world received a lot of enthusias-
ic support.

Despite the fact that the Forum itself was stncken
with communication problems, a lot of petworking eforss
were initiated. This is perhaps one of the more vital asd
positive aspects of the entire Decade. Through women's
media petworks and through prnivate exchanges, womes
have become increasingly informed about what women
arourd the world are doing. This exchange promotes com-
munication among women engaged in similar projects and
is a beginning for an international support network.

THE END OF A DECADE

Out of Copenhagen came the decision to hold an
End of Decade Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the Decade for Women in Nairobi,
Kenya in 1985. As 1985 drew ncarer, knowledge and
interest in the Decade for Women began to increase.
Many of the NGOs that attended the Copenhagen events
were determined to make Nairobi an environment for
dialogue. Forum ’85, which began five days before the
UN Conference, ran from July 10-19 and attracted over
13,000 NGO participants. About 3,000 delegates atiended
the UN Conference which continued for a week after
Forum '85 ended. Despite the usual controversies stem-
ming from the expected split between Third World nations
and the West, a general tone of compromise pervaded the
UN Conference. They had gathered to put the finishing
touches on the Forward Looking Strategies, proposals for
implementation of the conditions, programs or policies
that would affect women's status through the year 2000.

The Conference was preceded by a mandate from the
United States and its supporters that both the UN aad the
NGO conferences better keep to those so-called women's
issues if the UN wanted to see the US stick around. The
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One of the entrances 1o the University of Noirobi, site of Forum 85

push by the US to have all resolutions passed by con-
sensus, so that they could have the power o veto anything
they deemed undesirable, was not successful. But they did
get their way in excluding the mention of zionism in Para-
graph 95 of the Forward Looking Strategies. This conces-
sion, made by the majority of the UN member states, was
done so that the formulation of a final set of guidelines
and recommendations could proceed.

Because the two Nairobi conferences only overlapped
by a few days, there was less interaction between the two
than at previous conferences. Another reason why contact
was at a minimum was because public demonstrations
were not permitted, thereby squelching any spontaneous
reactions by the NGO participants toward decisions made
at the UN Conference. However, one of the more impor-
tant statements at the UN Conference was made by Afri-
can National Congress (ANC) representatives attending
the Forum. On the first day of the UN Conference, the
ANC occupied the seats of the South African delegates,
who had decided not to participate. On the second day,
the ANC decided not to occupy the seats to demonstrate
to the world community that the South African govern-
ment was absent.

For the most part, the participants of Forum 85
paid little attention to the advice that they stick to
“women’s issues.” However, unlike Copenhagen, the
atmosphere surrounding political discussions was of a
more accepting tone, A higher percentage of Western
women came prepared to listen, rather than to dictate.
And despite particularly heated conflicts, there was a
desire to take everything one step further now that some
of the initial groundwork had been laid. There was a gen-
eral mood that our differences do not have to divide us,
and can at times even be appreciated. Women were
prepared 1o hear about future strategies; where do we go
from here. Unfortunately not many came with suggestions,
and at times it was difficult to leave behind the safety of
rhetoric and information gathering.

But the women who came to Nairobi do not want
the work started during the Decade stopped with the clos-
ing of the UN Conference. After ten years, women are
prepared to work toward an international conference
independent of a UN-sanctioned event. Perhaps at that
meeting, proposed in five years, women will have
developed creative solutions to the problems we face.

Forum ’85

The interpretations of what went on at Forum '85
vary as much as the participants who attended, Ten
different people could casily describe ten or even 20
different conferences. With this special issue of Connex-
ions, we have tried to provide an overview of what went
on in Nairobi. Included are transcriptions of workshops,
interviews with participants on some of the issues central
to the Forum, and documentation that the eight of us who
went collected.

The fact that Forum '85 was held in Nairobi, Kenya
was significant in terms of the atmosphere and outcome of
the conference. The location attracted many women from
the Third World as well as an unprecedented number of
Afro-American women. For some women attending Forum
*85, it was their first visit 1o a Third World country.

Rural Kenyan women also got the opportunity to partici-
pate in an international conference which otherwise they
could never have afforded to attend and most likely would
never have known about. Although it was significant that
the Forum was held in an African country, for many Afri-
can women travel was prohibitively expensive, as it often
costs more to travel within the continent than to fly to
Europe.

The decision to hold the End of the Decade confer-
ences in Nairobi was made in 1980 when the Kenyan
government, with the interest of becoming a major stop on
the international conference circuit, offered 1o host the
event. But over the years and one attempted coup later
(August 1982), the government began to reconsider having
thousands of outspoken women besiege the city and harass
UN government representatives who would be there for
the serious business of setting policy for half the world's
population.

In the end both conferences were held in Nairobi,
but unlike the Mexico City and Copenhagen conferences
during which both meetings took place concurrently, the
Nairobi Conferences overlapped by only five days. This
meant that most of the NGO participants had left a week
before the UN’s more heated discussions took place and
the final resolutions were passed. Although it is hard to
evaluate how much influence NGOs have on government
policy, their activities are of concern 10 those whose
interests lie in maintaining the status quo.

In the United States, the Heritage Foundation, a
right-wing think tank with growing influence on the
Reagan Administration, was concerned enough to issue a
report in February 1985 entitled “A US Policy for the UN
Conference on Women.” In it they accuse NGOs of being
dominated by the “most extremist and anti-American
members” and point out the increasingly important roles
played by NGOs in the UN system. The Heritage Founda-
tion urged against the “intrusion of extraneous political
issues”—especially apartheid, colonialism, zionism and the
New Intemational Economic Order. They strongly recom-
mended that the two conferences not take place simultane-
ously and suggested restricting visas and using the “lack of
hotel space” as an excuse for holding them at different
times.

This document appears to have had some influence
as talk began to circulate that there would only be enough
room to house the UN delegates in Nairobi. A year or so
before the event, mention was made that visa applications
for NGO participants would be screened and limited.
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e To fhe editor, Forum $3
Rumor had it that radical i
s and lesbians would be denied

entry. This, in fact, did not occur, al

tional Lesbian Information Service wta';oaus%chesh:nlm:rg:t
day of the Forum to remove their literature from the lawn
of the University, the site of the Forum. No clear expla-
nation was cver offered as to why the two conferences
could not run simultancously. There were claims that
there were not enough beds to g0 around, but then how
did they manage during the five-day overlap?

To prepare for the thousands of guests and the
onslaught of media, Nairobi was transformed: the streets
were swipt clean of vendors, beggars and prostitutes, some
*finding” temporary quarters in mental institutions and
prisons. Plagued with a high crime rate, the city took pre-
cautionary measures by bringing in 1,000 patrols. One
would often see three patrolmen on a city street, armed
xth weapons ranging from baseball bats and night sticks

guns.

__ The daily papers ran editorials recommending that
citizens be kind and courteous to the delegates and that
men should consider adopting the role of hostess for the
duration of the conferences. Kenyan women participating
at the Forum were advised to assist in keeping it limited
to “women’s issues” and to steer clear of such controver-
sial subjects as imperialism and neo-colonialism which,
according to the Kenyan Weekly Review, “are standard
ritual with the most radical delegates.”

Upon arrival, many women were greeted with dou-
bled hotel rates. Then, just as everyone was adjusting to
the rigors of choosing from over 100 workshops a day,
those women lodged in Nairobi’s most expensive hotels
discovered eviction notices in their boxes. They were to be
cleared out to make room for the arriving UN delegates.
Some women protested this injustice by refusing to leave.
The Forum convener, Dame Nita Barrow, tried to mollify
the evictees by reminding them that “many of our sisters
throughout the world have no beds at all,” In the end,
some solutions were found: either women moved to dor-
mitory lodging situated a half-hour and a ten dollar cab
ride from the Forum site or they got individual hotels to
agree to allow them to triple and quadruple up.

It is hard to believe that such poor planning was
purely accidental, More people did attend both confer-
ences than originally expected, but it is difficult to forget
the Heritage Foundation recommendations in their policy
report that housing problems be used as a means of dis-
rupting the Forum. The confusion that ensued due to the
evictions did disrupt people’s participation in the Forum
for a few days, absorbing their attention and energy.

Confusion and complications were at a premium.
The simple task of providing maps of the various

workshop sites around the city seemed to have eluded the
organizers. Then, on the first day of the Fm:um, t'he'
13,000 participants were introduced to the “security” sys-
tem. Although prior to the Forum people roamed in and
out of the University, entrance then became restricted to
two locations. Bag-checking security guards with metal
detectors went through everyone’s personal belongings,
Besides delaying everything (getting 13,000 people through
two entrances takes time) and harassing people, the per-
functory manner in which searches were conducted offered
little in the way of providing security.

That it is so easy to seal off the University is an
interesting fact in itself. Located right next to the police
station, the University has been a center of criticism
toward Kenya’s single ruling party. The most recent con-
frontation between students and government took place in
the beginning of 1985 and resulted in the murder of 12
students during a peaceful prayer gathering in the Sports
Field—the site of the Tech & Tools exhibit at the Forum.
The University was then shut down for several months
and reopened shortly before the Forum. The University is
a riot-proof structure: doorways are purposefully narrow to
prohibit quick passage; the Great Court, a large grassy
area located in the center of the buildings, has limited
access and is walled in on three sides by low-lying barbed
wire decoratively covered with bougainvillea.

But despite many of the inconveniences and the res-
trictive political atmosphere, Forum participants made the
most of the situation. While standing in line for security
checks, women took the opportunity to meet other
women. Or if one couldn’t find a workshop room or the
panelists didn’t show, or if boredom set in, one could go
to the Great Court. It was on the Great Court where
some of the most exciting activity of the conference took
place. Its size and openness provided a spot conducive to
displaying literature, networking, chatting, or simply hang-
ing out. It was here that participants could continue dis-
cussions begun in the workshops, or exchange the personal
stories that have become so integral to the growth of the
women’s movement.

: 1 e
Access to the Forum was difficult for reasons other than language. Due to physical
barriers, participants in wheelchairs were restricted from most of the workshops. No
attempt was made to modify the basically wheelchair inaccessible University. At
their first workshop, a group of disabled women drew up a series of suggestions on
haw to improve access to the Forum, and how to plan future conferences with dis-
abled women in mind. They presented these suggestions to the NGO Planning Com-
mittee. but there is no evidence that access was improved while they were there.
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Security check at Forum 85

The Great Court provided the best place at the
Conference for networking. Since the formal structure of
the workshops didn’t allow for much sideline activity,
women displayed their literature for perusal or purchase
there. Flyers were passed out, petitions were signed, post-
ers, magazines and books were sold. The amount of litera-
ture available was staggering. (As an example, we at Con-
nexions brought home 75 pounds worth.) There was con-
stant movement on the Great Court: women often sang,
chanted and danced, sharing the rhythms and movements
of their culture and successfully breaking through language
barriers.

Since demonstrating outside the walls of the Univer-
sity was legally denied, the Great Court became the only
site for planned and impromptu demonstrations. When
the film Leila and the Wolves was seized, women acted
immediately to express their outrage. A rally was held in
solidarity with the people of Central America, Ukranian
women held a silent march for their political prisoners,
and Filipino women organized a human chain calling for
the end to the Marcos dictatorship.

Another indication of the control being exercised
over the political activity of the Forum was the censorship
of the Filmforum, an international program of more than
160 films and videos. The censorship of films was particu-
larly frustrating for participants who live in countries with
their own strict censorship, for this was their only oppor-
tunity to see this international assortment of women’s
films. When the right of the Kenya Censorship Board to
censor the Filmforum was challenged, the NGO Organiz-
ers responded in a conciliatory manner. We were warned
that it was not polite to criticize our hosts.

The Forum 85 newspaper was very careful to heed
this policy. Forum ‘85 was published daily by an interna-
tional all-woman staff of journalists from the beginning of
the Forum until the closing of the UN Conference. Pub-
lished predominantly in English, the newpaper’s strength
was their feature articles and the daily revised schedule of
Forum workshops. Regarding controversial issues, it
appeared that Forum ‘85 preferred to ignore them, Yet the
paper was entrenched in political debate internally. The
name and nationality of the news team were listed in the
staff box. In the midst of the growing controversy over
the conflict in the Middle East, the country of origin of
Forum ‘85 reporter, Nadia Hijab, was removed, as it was
decided that Palestine is not a country, Despite strict
government censorship, coverage of the Forum in
Nairobi’s three English-language dailies was often more
gutsy and interesting. '

In general, English was the unofficial language of the
Forum. If you didn’t speak English, participating in

nJ
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workshops was difficult, since only a few rooms had facili-
ties for simultaneous translation. Otherwise women who
were able to translate English would whisper translations
into participants’ ears.

Within the workshops, an unbridgeable gulf some-
times arose between the panelists and ‘“‘audience,” but
some of the liveliest, most heated discussions often ensued
there, too. At other times, comments from the floor were
disappointing since they consisted of nothing more than
worn out political rhetoric or the brandishing of one’s pet
issues at the expense of exchanging ideas on the specific
issue at hand.

Because the Forum was a microcosm of global poli-
tics, the attempts to undermine the political nature of the
workshops took many forms. In keeping with the “official”

- US position, women of various nationalities demanded

that panelists refrain from discussing “political issues and
talk about women.” In other cases, government

apologists tried to squelch other women’s voices. For
instance, at a workshop organized by women in exile from
East Timor, many of the Indonesian participants, acting in
the interests of the military dictatorship, intervened in the
discussions and the dissemination of information. [East
Timor has been resisting Indonesian domination since its
independence from Portugal in 1975.]

Nonetheless, political positions were made clear in
many ways in and out of workshops. Hundreds of flyers
and informational brochures were distributed throughout
the Forum. Petitions were circulated condemning US
intervention in Nicaragua, El Salvador and elsewhere;
demands were made for the release of political prisoners |
around the world; and women from countries engaged in
national liberation struggles and civil wars, such as South
Africa, the Sahara and the Philippines, consistently made
their situations known. During one workshop convened
by the International Prostitutes Collective on “Prostitutes
in Developed and Third World Countries,” one partici-
pant brought up the fact that prostitutes in Nairobi had
been jailed in preparation for the conferences. Immedi-
ately, workshop participants decided that the issue war-
ranted action and drew up a petition which was signed by
700 participants.

The University of Nairobi Ws the site for several
projects unique to Forum ’85. Because it was held in a
developing country, the Forum included exhibits related to
appropriate technology and development. Maendeleo Ya
Wanawake (Swahili for Progress for Women), the largest

~ Kenyan women’s organization, sponsored one of the

events that was especially popular with rural women. Not
only did it include hands-on activities that had practical
application to their lives, but it was one of the few events
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that was accessible to Kenyan women who w

in English. Like the Tech & Tools exhil:‘i?, :;r:p%m:e‘?:
technology village, the Maendeleo Ya Wanawake event
gave rural women something concrete to take home from
the Forum.

The Peace Tent, located near the Great Court, was
constructed on the first day of the Forum to provide a
calm atmosphere in which to discuss potentially volatile
issues. The Peace Tent was conceived of and organized by
the Feminist International for Food and Peace. Women
from Iran and Iraq, Palestinians and Israclis, and US and
Soviet women came face to face to share their often
opposing viewpoints.

As at the previous conferences, the conflict in the
Middle East had a central place, and at times appeared in
the most unlikely settings. Although there were attempts
at fostering dialogue between Palestinians and Israelis,
most of the efforts were undermined by angry words and
heated emotions. The over 30 workshops on the region did
at times provide new information, but often deteriorated
into the usual rhetoric with each side doing a lot of talking
but not much listening. Although dialogue did not for the
most part happen publicly, women privately were making
efforts to work toward acceptable solutions for the conflict
in the Middle East.

Religion and religious practice were highly visible at
the Forum. Aside from the many workshops with reli-
gious content, there were Bible study groups and invita-
tions to worship, mostly from Christian organizations. The
Forum was opened and concluded with a prayer session,
and an Ecumenical service was organized to *bring to God
the goals of the Decade Conference.” Many Forum partici-
pants were concerned about the rise of religious funda-
mentalism all around the world. While women in the US
are fighting a right-wing backlash masked as Christianity,
Pakistani women are organized to halt the repressive
social legislation that is cloaked in the guise of Islam. The
issue of religious fundamentalism is of particular concern
to women living in the world’s many theocracies.

The use of religion to control women's lives was one
of the major topics of a series of workshops on Third
World women and law. @though legislation favorable to
women has been introduced in different countries over the
Decade, too often women are not informed about their
legal rights. One outcome of this series on law was that an
international commission of women's rights was esta-
blished in Nairobi in order to exchange information and
coordinate research.

Another exciting development was women’s growing
efforts in working toward regional strategies despite many

tultural and linguistic differences. Cohesiveness and
emphasis on action characterized the workshops that were
put on by representatives of Caribbean and Asian coali-
tions. AWRAN (Asian Women's Research and Action
Network), which has been active in formulating regional
solutions 1o dilemmas facing Asian women, prepared g
14-nation alternative report on how womea’s status hag
changed during the Decade. Working from a firm foypd,.
tion in their own countries, women are joining forcey g, cp
their neighbors.

In general, Forum '85, compared 10 the Previoyg yo.,
conferences, exhibited a different tone and a stronger ).
lingness to accept differences. Although issues like the gio.
bal economic crisis and the desire for world peace have
been prominent themes throughout the Decade, a
internationalist perspective was adopted in Nairobt. Some
of the polarization that has inhibited women from taking
steps toward resolving conflicts was diminished. The grow-
ing arms race affects the security and well-being of ali
women. The unequal distribution of wealth which Third
World women have had to contend with is now being
increasingly felt by women in industrialized countries,
This increase in awareness has surpassed the “networking™
that occurred in Copenhagen. It is part of a growing
understanding that we are all in this together.

In ten years the definition of feminism has
broadened dramatically. In Copenhagen the women's
movement was marked with explosive divisions. In
Nairobi the tensions had eased, partly due to the fact that
feminism no longer represents a narrow Western view,
Many Third World women now choose to adopt the label
of feminist because they have created a definition for it
that suits their particular priorities and strategies for
change. O

Major international women's media and information networks:

o International Women's Tribune Centre, focuses on women and develop-
ment and was the major center for disseminating information about NGO
activities throughout the UN Decade for Women. Publishers of The Tri-
bune, avatlable in English and Spanish, a women and development quar-
terly, 777 UN Plaza, New York. NY 10017.

o ISIS (International [nformation and Communication Service), is a
major international feminist network. Currently based in Geneva, Rome
and Santiago, ISIS publishes Women's World, and Women in Action n
English and Mujeres en Accioh in Spanish. As well they maintain the
International Feminist Network, a communication network to mobilize
wnternational support, and the Women's International Cross-Cultural
Exchange (WICCE) program. Isis-WICCE, Box 2471, 1121 Geneva 2.
Switzerland. 1SIS International, via Santa Maria, ma 30, 00186 Ronze,
Italy or casilla 2067, correo central, Santiago, Chile.

o For addresses of regional women’s media news services see page 23

Further Reading:

o off our backs, October 1985, includes Forum ‘85 coverage, 1841 Colurm-
bia Road, NW, Room 212, Washington DC 20009,

o WomaNews, September 1985, includes Forum ‘85 coverage, Box 220,
Village Station, NY 10014,

o Women's Studies International Forum, an international evaluation of
the UN Decade for Women, Vol. 8, No, 2, 1985, Pergamon Press, Fairview
Park, Elmsford, NY 10523.

o Plexus, September 1985, includes Forum ‘85 coverage, 545 Athol Ave..
Oakland, CA 94606.

o “A Historic Gathering: Women of the World Meet in Kenya,” Ebony
October 1985.

o Africa Repont, special issue evaluating the UN Decade, March-April
1985, Vol. 30, No.2, TPC, Dept. 8010, Rutgers University, New Brunswick.
NY 08903.

o Heritage Foundation's "A US Policy for the UN Conference on Women.”
copies available from Connexions, $2. .

Contact:

o United Nations, Public Inquiries Unit, Rm. GA-57, New York, NY
10017 for UN documentation such as the Forward Looking Sirategies esta-

*  blished at the UN Conference in Nairobi.
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Claudia Hinojosa at the lesbian press conference

While in Nairobi, Connexions interviewed Claudia Hinojosa
who is currently involved in feminist radio programming in Mex-
jco City and is a founding member of fem, a feminist Mexican
magazine. Because she attended both the 1980 Copenhagen
Forum and Forum 85 in Nairobi, Connexions asked Hinojosa to
discuss her impressions of both meetings.

Q: How would you compare the Decade conferences?

A: First, let me tell you that I didn’t attend the Mexico City
Conference, which might come as a surprise since I'm Mexican,
but in 1975 feminist groups were still quite new in Mexico.
When I heard there was going to be a women’s conference spon-
sored by the government, I thought it would only be a lot of rhe-
toric and a very official thing. At that time I wasn’t very well
informed about feminist groups. In general, the Conference was
trivialized and sensationalized by the media—one of the
highlighted scandals was the lesbians speaking out. I regretted
having missed that part.

By 1980, I had been in a feminist group for three years.
We raised money and I was able to go to Copenhagen. The
Conference made a big impression on me because it was the first
time I was in a women’s conference of that size, and I wanted to
listen to everything which, of course, was impossible. The
difference for me in Nairobi is that I know how things work now
and I've made my own program based on my interests, so every-
thing seems less chaotic. I think I also understand feminism and
what is happening in the world a bit better.

In terms of the press, I don’t think that Copenhagen was
covered any better than Mexico. Currently an international com-
parative study on the the coverage of this Conference is being
conducted in order to assess the the media’s depiction of the
women’s movement. The way these last two Conferences have
been trivialized and sensationalized just shows that old, male
inability to deal with women’s role in politics and to put
women’s issues on the global agenda.

In relation to the continuity of the three Conferences, it
was in Mexico that the problem was defined. Women’s oppres-
sion is something that happens in different ways all over the
world, and it has to be discussed on an international level—
governments have to deal with it. On another level, the Mexico
Conference was the first time that there was an international
conference on women’s issues, so I don’t think there was very
much understanding about what this meant. And I don’t think it

was taken seriously by the public, by the media or even by many -

women.

During the Copenhagen Conference, more information
about women was available, and some strategies were being dis-
cussed in relation to institutions and programs. And today, as a
woman from the UN said, the challenge is implementation.
There has been so much rhetoric already. Forum participants,

Things Have

Changed

SSINNAOA

feminist groups, and even many of the government delegates are
no longer willing to listen to rhetoric without having some proof
of the efforts to implement strategies that promote women’s
development in our different countries.

Q: Are you referring to the Forum or to the official UN Confer-
ence?

A: They are not separate; I am referring to both. Many delegates
speak for their governments and don’t bring up what we call
women’s issues. At Copenhagen, there was an avoidance of what
we call “women’s issues” by talking about world politics but
from a male perspective. Today, the world political situation is
so tense that governments are avoiding talking about what they
call politics. They’re willing to talk about women’s issues, such as
illiteracy, sexual violence against women, and so on, to avoid
major political issues.

Ironically this is happening while feminists and NGOs are
becoming more aware that all issues are women’s issues. I think
in the last five years there has been a shift away from what we
labeled women’s issues toward a call for the legitimation of
gender as a tool for analysis. A few years ago, what constituted
women’s issues was narrowly defined because there was a need to
bring up the things which nobody had dealt with publicly before.
This was a hard struggle, but now, as Third World feminism has
been growing over the last five years, I think that we’ve learned
that women’s oppression and women’s liberation is not one but
many things, and that all issues are women’s issues.

A woman from the UN said that to talk about women’s
liberation today, one must talk about inflation, the foreign debt
of Third World countries, increasing interest rates and so on.
You have to see the linkage between women’s status and how the
world economic crisis is affecting them. You cannot talk about
women’s liberation or development if you don’t address those
matters. Governments, especially the US government, haven’t
been willing to deal with this. It was Maureen Reagan who said,
okay, we’ll speak about politics, but only in those cases where it
concerns women. More and more, women are pointing out that
to speak about national liberation, pacifism or new alternatives
to development, we have to deal with feminism.

I think this comes partly as a result of the world’s current
political situation, of the networking that women have done
since 1980 until now, and of the incqgporation of very diverse
types of women into the feminist movement that has expanded
the scope of what women’s struggle and liberation is.

I think there is a much greater sensitivity to differences in
Nairobi than in Copenhagen. The voices of Third World women,
women of color and working class women have been integrated
into a feminist discourse. It has inevitably made women more
sensitive to differences in women’s experiences, and also much
more sensitive to the need to learn to struggle and to accept
diversity.
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For me, it was very tmportant to discover in Nairobt that
ny focling that so Bttde has changed s untrwe. But just look at
the number of Third World feminists (hat | can speak with
today. This to me is eacrmous progress for the feminist move-
meat, ln maay couatnes, femmists who have been very active
in recent years sometimes (ol that this revolution hasat hap-
pened even though we have worked so hard for it But if you
ook at how few years it's been in comparison to ceaturies of
oppression and feminism’s enormous task of waating to change
mentahitics, institutions, patriarchy. ..l mean, you can't do that in
caly 20 years. So, | think one of our challenges today is to over-
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conse this impatience we feel and the disillusicament that comes
from i

There is an Ameaicaa feminist, Linda Gordon, who szys
we have to know very well what we've won and what we've Lo
and not go away with the idea that nothiag has changed, becaw
socteties all over the world have been changing in very tmporar
ways, [n my country, for example, the concept and the cultura!
integnity of “machismo™ is undergoing very interesting transfor
mations. “Macho™ used to be a compliment for men, but it 15
becoming a word that makes them uncomfortable. 1 think this =
the cutcome of the ideological work feminists have dene Sl
Mexican law imposes a harsher punishment for the theft of a
cow thaa for the rape of a woman, and abortion will probabls
remain illegal for several more years. And then there 1s the encr
mous work and survival problems that most Mexican women
face daily. But the fact of the matter is that every day there 2:¢
more cases of women denouncing rapists—something that wasn 1
ever dealt with or spoken of before. And women who get an
abortion no longer feel as much guilt.

At the Forum | met women from other countries who
talked to me about how women's organizations have grown and
how public discussion is being undertaken by feminists in the:r
societies. It is very important to place our achievement 1n an
historical perspective, and I feel I can do that better now than
five years ago.

Q: What do you see as the major topics of the last two Coafer-
ences and how that reflects the changes?

A: For me that is a difficult question, because as I told you, 1n
Copenhagen I was overwhelmed by the number of topics and
issues. There was ecology, peace, technology, development,
equality...I think I absorbed it in a very positive way but I don't
think 1 have the mental order now to say what the principle
issues and topics were at the Copenhagen Conference.

_What | see today, in general, is that economic issues are
growing in importance for women. At the same time, it is vers
important to avoid the argument that today economic issues are
more important than those specific issues that we once rallied
around. l_lhink that survival issues, which are the ones that we re
dealing with today, have always been women's issues, but there
hasn’t been a feminist or women’s perspective on those issues.

: Take, for example, the discussion of integrating women
into development. After all the programs that have been
designed, women have actually been integrated into develop-
ment. As one women said, we have been 0o integrated: we work
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100 much and we don't get benefits. Strategies have to be made
s0 that this so-called development process gets more resources
and benefits to women, and so that it doesn’t only represent an
extra workload. What we have now in front of us is a challenge
10 bring our feminist perspective to these vital economic issues,

I tell you, I have learned so many things from so many
women. It is true that economic issues have been growing
increasingly important for women. But also, more and more
women are asking if the right to have a satisfactory sex life is
only the right of women who have enough food and money or if
it is a basic priority for all women. So, I think there is a new dis-
cussion about priorities. I do think making lists of everything is a
male tendency, but why not make an integral, multiple proposi-
tion of what our liberation is?, That has been something I think
we are doing today that we did not do in Copenhagen,

Q: There's a new trend toward regionalism among Caribbean and
Asian women. Is this happening among Latin American women as
well?

A: This awareness of regions is a new development since
Copenhagen. But I think Latin America has been the least
cohesive Third World region up to now. Actually, I think that
after seeing the cohesion of the others, we realized the need to
get together. We have gotten together [three feminist Meetings
have taken place in Latin America in which hundreds of women
have participated], but we have not begun to do the type of work
that African or Asian women are doing.

The Asian women, for example, brought an alternative
report on their region to the Forum, which we didn’t, of course,
For us in Latin America, it is still a challenge for women to pro-
duce such a report. Up to now, there have been lots of regional
strategies, but proposed by governments. Feminist and women'’s
regional analysis and strategies still haven’t emerged. Probably
it’s because feminism is a rather new phenomenon.

Q: The political situation in Kenya is considerably more repressive
than it is in Denmark. How has that affected the structure of the
Conference? Do you feel that there were differences?

A: I know that Kenya was hesitant about having the NGOs here.
To be honest I couldn’t analyze how this has changed the
Conference. Well, there is one point which has touched me
directly—the issue of lesbianism. Male homosexuality is illegal in
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Kenya. Since the Kenyan law is a heritage from the British, lesbi-
anism is completely overlooked. Ironically, it is the assumption
of the nonexistence of women’s sexuality that enabled us to
speak about women’s sexuality here in Nairobi.

This is not to say we felt completely uninhibited. For
example, we wanted to have a panel open to everyone to speak
about lesbianism, and we hesitated; in fact we didn’t do it.
Instead, we held small informal talks on the lawn with people
who were interested because we were afraid that people would be
sent in to disrupt the session.

On the other hand, yesterday I was at the UN Conference
where the Dutch delegate spoke about lesbianism for the first
time in the history of the UN. She not only said the word but
aligned lesbian rights with the whole struggle for women'’s libera-
tion. It wasn’t just a token mention; it was a feminist analysis of
what women’s rights to sexuality are and why lesbians are
included in this.

Q: And in Copenhagen, how was the issue of lesbianism dealt
with?

A: There were two or three workshops, but it wasn’t considered
an important issue. I don’t think it was, but even here at this
conference I heard lesbians from Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan and
Peru speak, which I didn’t in Copenhagen. In fact, I remember,
in Copenhagen I think I was the only Third World lesbian who
spoke, and today there were so many more. I am very happy
that despite the repressive situation in Nairobi, the issue of lesbi-
anism was addressed more extensively here than in Copenhagen.

Q: You were saying that at this conference the main focus was
implementation, but do you think there was a move forward in this
implementation? What do you see as the next step?

A: Well, it’s very hard to say just now. What I did feel is that in
the UN Conference, even many official delegates are fed up with
rhetoric. Too many years have passed and too much said and
nothing done, so it’s not so easy to cbntinue doing the same.

And in the NGO Forum I felt that as women, every day
we are more resistant to talk about abstractions and rhetoric. We
won’t take it any more. We want to listen to concrete proposals
and new ways of analyzing. It’s not that we’ve turned to pragma-
tism but I think this complacency with rhetoric and only rhetoric
is less each day. There is an increasing eagerness to listen to
strategies, actions and concrete proposals. And that is a shift
from five years ago. Let’s wait for some more years to see what
implementation means. O
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An Inside View

Forum 85

—

(The Toillowwinge  interview  comduotad S ommerion: jo with
Woavetnn Adapaln e proifeasnr ot the Untvnreity of Ngbeoby )

€ How @it Naivahi rome o host the NGO? Con von pive
some Bachpround abom Kenmn's partivipation In the Decade for
Wanen?

A The histony of Kenva's panticipation in the NGO Forum has
foen sparte. People atiended the UN conferences in Mexico
Ciy and in Copenhagen, Bt there are no officisl reports.
Apparently the Kenvan women who went 10 Copenhagen sided
with the Jarach, South African and US delegations againet dis-
cusaing the sssue of apartheid,

(4] A?mmmmmmmumm-
Panty’

A1 think 1t was both. They didn't want apartheid or the Pales-
finsan ssue discussed because they didn't want politics brought
into the women's guestion and the Decade. This is one of the
reasons why Kenva was chosen as a venue for the Conference.
Kenya accepted for the prestige of it.

About two years ago, they started 10 prepare for the
Conference and think about Kenyan women’s participation. A
meeting ook place 1o determine who would lead the NGO. In
my view, the rightful person would have been Wangari Maathai,
the chairwoman of the National Council of Women, an umbrella
for all the women's associations. She is also involved in environ-
mental 1ssues and has engaged in grassroots activitics 10 combat
the adverse environmental assaults by so-called development
activities,

Even though she is the best candidate, Maathai was not
selected. She is a rebellious and powerful woman. In the process
of her divorce, she was jailed for contempt of court because she
had accused the court of being corrupt and collaborating with her
husband. It was decided that a divorced woman, accused pub-
licly of adultery, cannot be the representative for Kenyan
women. When I found this out I was livid. I thought, okay, let's
take count, who has not committed adultery? As a single parent,
I thought, what is this, why can't she represent Kenyan women?

The Women's Bureau, the official governmental section set
up as 2 result of the UN Decade, decided on Eddah Gachukia as
chairwoman of the NGO Organizing Committee. Gachukia
chose her friends 10 be members of the committee, and she made
these selections with a tribal bias.

Most of the official organizers were urban-based, the wives
of rich and prominent men. Sub-committees were organized to
formulate workshops and report on the status of Kenyan women
on various subjects: food and agriculture, peace, media. A plan-
ning meeting was held last August [1984] 1o discuss the issues. In
actuality, however, many of the committee members that went
learned about the Decade and the NGO Forum for the first time.

Statements were made there which upset the whole nation,
One of them was that prostitution should be legalized because
it's an income earning activity for women. Another one was that
women should have 50% of everything, specifically 50% of the
cabinet posts. Also there was a hastily written paper presented to
President Moi and when he read it, he was livid. The committee
members then retracted the paper and dissociated themselves
from it, explaining that these recommendations came from the
floor. Actually, we don’t know all that was in that paper, since it
was never released,

Most of the women who knew about the UN Women's
Decade were acgdcmxciam, yet most were excluded from much
of the preparation, The problem was how to involve local
women, since they had little knowledge of the Decade, If this
Conference had taken place somewhere else, Kenyan women
wouldn’t have known about it, as in 1975 and 1980, The UN
delegation that went in 1980 was led by a man, the Minister of
Culture and Social Services.

Whes the Kenyan UN delegation went to the Fegitnag
sheeting 1 Tanzania last September [1984] in preparation for g,
Conference in Nairobi, it was once again led by 2 Man. Ty,
FCA (Fcomomic Commission of Africa) regent S

aid that th, _
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Kenyan women at Forum ’85.

ridiculous. The entire African region hit the ceiling. This is the
president of the Conference? Don’t you have any prominent
women who can head the delegation? We will not have this kind
of shameful thing happening. All of the countries represented
had a country report to submit, except for Kenya, which had no
documentation or stand.

The Kenyan government was forced to see that there was
no justification for having a man lead the delegation, so they
appointed Margaret Kenyatta, the daughter of Jomo Kenyatta,
Kenya’s first president after independence. She was also mayor
of Nairqbi and a politician in her own right. With her presence.
preparation for the Conference gained some sanity. The
infighting diminished. However, the whole situation was still
chaotic, Time was short, and Kenyatta knew little of the NGO's
history and context, But she was willing to do the work and so
plans did move ahead.

Although research for Kenya's country report began two
years ago, the project was shelved until just a few months ago.
Some of the officials in charge didn’t think that this women’s
affair was a serious thing, The proposal sat in someone’s drawer
for two years. Then last spring it was realized that this research
was indeed necessary, however, by that time, none of us had the
resources 1o carry it out. We worked like mad.

Rockefeller Foundation funds of US$50,000 were chan-
neled through the University for research purposes. In the mean-
time the country report was written. It was rejected by the all-
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male cabinet who Iabeled it inadequate. Note of 1his was pubiic.
The rewriting of the report and its resubmission was all done
quictly, bin information was leaking. With the rejection of thig
paper came President Moi's announcement that he wanted rural
women 10 speak for themselves. When 1 saw his annouticement
on the television, 1 thought he was quoting from my own work.
He snid that rural womeh are hever asked or consulted directly,

As far a8 preparation for rural women goes, there was 4 Jot
of talk about what women's groups were doing, but actually no
one told women that there was & Decade going on. Three weeks
before the Forum took place, Moi suddenly announced that the
representative for rural women was Maendelco ya Wanawake
[Progress of Women. This is Kenya's largest grassroots women's
organization with a membership of around 300,000 women from
all parts of the country] and the NGO Organizing Committee
was deflated. By the time this occurred, there was very little
time for preparations. Maendeleo ya Wanawake organized the
hands-on workshops which were about health, water, birth con-
trol and regional craft production. But there was no theoretical
framework.

Some rural women came to the Forum to participate in the
workshops. The NGO committee itself brought women from the
countryside. As the university students you met told you, it was
for show. These women had incredible accommodation prob-
lems. Even before this some of us had asked the hospitality com-
mittee whether they were preparing for the rural women. Where
will they stay? They talked about the possibility of a hotel or one
of the residence halls on the campus, but they weren’t going to
do that because they could make good money on the halls. If
there were arrangements, they were inadequate. At the closing of
the Forum, many women were stuck and couldn’t afford tran-
sport home.

During the Forum, they were walking around lost. Even I
was lost and I've been on this campus for 10 years. Some of the
women had been told that the Forum would be held in
Kiswahili. Finally there was an announcement that there were
some workshop rooms with translation facilities, but then no one
told them where these halls are located.

The rural women weren’t at all prepared for this Confer-
ence. Some of them simply didn’t know what they were partici-
pating in. They were sent from rural organizations and then
they have to go home and report on the Forum. But how? They
genuinely came with the intention of being a participant, but
they could not because they weren’t prepared. If they had been
prepared, they would have come with information, posters from
their groups.

Q: The Forum was held at the University, but it seemed that few
students took part.

A: About three weeks before the Forum, when preparations
started being made—the place was being painted and all that—
some women students asked me, “Should we not be participat-
ing?” I replied that they should and perhaps they could form a
temporary organization and ask the NGO officials to address
them. In the end this is what happened: The NGO officials came
and showed them pictures of the Copenhagen Conference, of
Kenyan woman, and so on. No analysis, not even accurate
reporting. And most amazing of all is that they were addressing
the male students and explaining to them that there is nothing to
be afraid of. And they were not addressing the women. They
were telling the men students that this doesn’t mean that your
girlfriend will now demand this and that. It was ridiculous. And
so the women students were only told that their services were
needed as guides. They were never informed about participating
in workshops, just as workers. And there is no student who
doesn’t need a job.

Q: What effect do you think the Conference will have on the
campus or on the city of Nairobi?

A: I think because of the seriousness of the Conference, and its

political orientation, those who are around now [many students
had gone home for the summer break] have taken a serious view
of women. And I think that the women who came here, brilliant
women, confident women, women who are involved in struggles,
will have a lot of impact on the city. O

Farther Readinge

oy y rmat / ¢ 1 1
& For more information on Wangari Mathai, see “Expanding the
Greenbelt,” Connexions #15. Winrer 1955,

¢ “Kenyan Women in Politics,” Spare Rib, August 1985
& “The Kenyan Women and Sttuation and Strategies for

Improvement”” by Mumbi Gakuo, Women's Studies International
Forum, Vol. 8, No. 4, 1985.

o

IRIS WESSELMANN

Payment for
Kenyan women

We are two resource people
working with the NGO Plann-
ing Committee, living in
Mary's Hall in Nairobi
University, and we have
recently discovered a situa-
tion which angers us.

The Kenyan women
responsible for cleaning our
rooms, scrubbing the floors.

~bath-tubs and toilets, from
approximately 7 a.m. to 5
p.m. have not yet been paid
for their work. Yet they have
been working here for over a
week. To make matters worse
though they were originally
promised 100/- per day (a
little more than US$6.00),
today they're being told they
will only be paid 30/- (a little
more than US$1.00) per day!

In other words their labour
has decreased in value in the
time we have been here. We
cannot tolerate this situation.
These rooms are paying at
least US$17.00 per day and
full meals sometimes cost us
70/- per day. Where is the
women's pay”?

We urge the NGO Planning
Committee and all delegates
to look into this situation and
pressure for the full payment
promised the women (100/-
per day if not more). This is a
slap in the face for all of us
and for the women of Kenya.
Lourdes Garcia,

Esmeralda Brown.
FORUM '85 JULY 22, 1985

Checking the Forum bulletin boards.

(Ed. note: Many Kenyan
university students were hired
to serve as assistants for both
the Forum and the Confer-
ence. The students were origi-
nally told they would be paid
50 shillings per day [about
USS$3]. As of July 26, the last
day of the UN Conference,
the NGO Local Planning
Committee refused to pay
wages to student workers with
the excuse that most students
had been laid off as of the
second day of the Forum.
News of these lay-offs were a
surprise to the student work-
ers. Because of political res-
trictions on the campus which
prohibit students from voicing
their grievances and the fact
that the NGO Planning Com-
mittee was to be disbanded,
students believed they had lit-
tle recourse in demanding
wages due.)
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Upom arvivnl ot the conference, muny delopates hesrd
yemarks shout how different Noirobi tooked of Tate. “Come back
in o vouple of monthe and sse what Nadrobi je really ike,” was
not on infroguent comment. Not only were “pndecirsbles™ ewept
from the streets, bt the police force had grown significantls.

nexions women spoke with Grace. A Masters Candidate at the

The highest percentage of unemployed people in this coun-
try are women. In order 10 support themsclves and their familics,
most of them make their living as hawkers. Since these women
do not have selling permits, they must be on the alert at all
times. All of their goods are displayed on sacks and if the askaris
[guards] come to kick them out they have to run away very
quickly. Sometimes they lose their produce or cars crush their

Recently 1t was decreed that all hawkers should get out of
the city, because it was thought they were making the city dirty
and it had 10 be clean for the visitors, But these women cater for
us. We need 10 buy things for cooking. If they are thrown out of
the city, we have 10 walk a long way. We come home from work
very tired at 5:00. We have 1o look for them, make our pur-
chases, get home, cook, and get 1o sleep at 11:00. It’s so tiring!

These women, these hawkers, are now beginning to
awaken. About two months ago, they marched to City Hall. It
was a frightening crowd, there were so many. But in Kenya, the
people who give the orders are faceless. I may go to one who
refers me 10 someonce else who refers me to yet another person.
[The authorities] said that something was going to be done about
their problems, and that in the meantime these women should
just go back and sell from where they were outside the city. But
the women didn’t want 10 do that because it was too far away
from town. Also, there was discrimination in the allocation of
the plots given to the women for setting up and selling their
wares, The rich hawkers had bribed the askaris and had gotten
better plots. The poorer ones, the ones who deserved these plots,
didn’t get them at all. Now [during the conference] they have
come back, but they are still being thrown out.

The same thing happened with the beggars. In 1981, for
the OAU [Organization of African Unity] conference, they col-
lected all the beggars and took them away. Probably to Mandari
Mental Hospital or to the jails. They got free food but were hid-
den away from the public. I think they did the same thing this
time because ] saw some blind beggars getting out of a police
Land Rover, But you can never hide all of the beggars,

As a woman in Kenya, you don't walk around alone at
night because they think that every woman who walks around at
night is a prostitute. But if you're white it's okay because you
must be a tourist, That means you are decent and up to no
mischief. Normally there are police swoops, and they come for
you, sometimes even when you are with a man. They tell the
man to go. Even if it’s your husband they tell him to go away
and leave you behind, In Kiswahili they say, “You go on, we
don’t want you, She’s the one we want,” An ID is mandatory but
even though you have it they ask you for both your job ID and
your civilian ID to make sure you're not a vagrant, After you
show them, they still say you must stay and explain the next day.
Usually they ask for a bribe before you can go—something small,

ey & pod. SAGEh i 20 ehillings [$1.29) This happens 0 may
waksen T el vou My 0w experience

T e about 11.00 at night. 1 thought | was safe berauss |
wie waltg with my Boyfriend. But he had just turned (.
ooty o6 Ne duda't knwow what was happening behind him. Thiq
1443 Rover came and stopped me, and the police told me 19 gy
. You're vot supposed 10 question them. But | asked, Wiy,
SHOWd | ger ia?” T told them T was from the university and thay |
bad way colfege TD but they refused it.

“We don't want any explanations. Either you get in or w.
will take you by force.” ‘

1 had to ride around town with them while they picked
other women. First they took us to CID headquarters [Cenrey
Investigation Department] where they investigate ¢rime, prostir,.
tion and internal security. They asked, “Who wants to stz
here” Since it was a Friday night, if | hadn't gotten out of thers
they would have locked me in until Monday morning. And thers
was no guarantee they wouldn’t rape me. '

We stopped in the wilderness and one of the policemen gor
out and ordered one of the women out of the Rover. She was sq
frightened that she got out. After the policemen have had enough
of working during the day they want to pick up women to sleep
with at night. Now you know what happened to her. That’s the
story of many women in Kenya.

We went further until we reached a residential area and a
policeman got out and told me and another girl to get out. I was
not going to get out. If they were going to rape me, it was going
to be by force. So I started to cry.

Women suppliers at Nairobi City Market.

They said rudely in Kiswahili, “We don’t want you to cry.
Stop pretending you are a child. Are you trying to tell us you’re a
virgin? Just because you’ve been to university, don’t think we
don’t know what you people do there. You’re the ones who take
the pill. You're a prostitute anyway. All women are prostitutes,
especially those who have been to university.”

They hate university students here. Anyway, they tried to
force me, but I wasn’t going to get out. The advantage I had was
that since it was a residential area somebody else—maybe their
boss—might have heard.

They threatened me. They took me to police stations all
along the way and said, “Do you want us to leave you here?
You deserve to be left here until tomorrow morning.” 1 begged
and begged. Eventually they got me home at around 2:00 in the
morning. They told me to get out of the car, run as fast as possi-

“ble and not look behind,

In this country, all intellectuals as well as women are
suppressed. You can’t go somewhere, criticize the government
and expect to come back. You would just have problems. They
think women are stupid. If you stand up and start arguing for
equal rights they think you're crazy and try to put you down.

Before the delegates came, there was an NGO meeting for
Kenyan women which was opened by the President. He told us
not to listen to what the other women say. He said they don't
know our situation here and so it’s irrelevant. In other words,
they are just like a passing cloud. But to those of us who have
listened, maybe something will change. The experience of
Kenyan women watching the women visitors talk openly here
will change our expectations, O
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THE KENYAN WOMAN:

A DECADE OF OPPRESSION

The Unlted Nations Decade for Women launched in Mexico City
n 1875 and now coming 1o an end in Nairobl in July 1985 was
intended to improve the condlitions of women worldwide,

But for the Kenyan peasant and working woman and indeed
for the society as 8 whole, it has been a decade of increased
represeion, general harassment and police brutality. The
woman peasant and worker has borne the brunt of the massive
economic, political and cultural repression in the country. The
decade has seen the kenyan peasant woman continue to be a
beast of burden without any rights and security of food, hous-
ing and adequate clothing. She is the first to produce food: the
last to eat it. The worst jobs and lowest wages in coffee, tea,
sisal plantations and in factories are reserved for her. Women
trying to eke a living by selling vegetables in Nairobi live under
daily terror from police and municipal askaris. The city has to
be kept clean and tidt for tourists and delegates of international
conferences. Many women have been hounded into the ever
increasing prison population. Otiers have been mauled to
death by Alsation guard dogs at Kéya Canners, Thika, a sub-
sidiary of the multinational corporation, Del Monte.

Thus whether in US-led multi-nationals; US-sponsored
population programmes; US military facilities; or indeed at her
home, place of work and in the streets, the peasant/worker
woman has been the main victim in neo-colonial Kenya.
Perhaps the most scandalous have been the effect of popula-
tion control measures and the impact of US military bases on
the Kenyan woman. g

The populationscontrol programme in Kenya 1s part of the
cover-up for the massive corruption and economic misman-

the drainage of Kenya’s wealth to western countries
and all the policies which together have created a country of
“ten millionaires and ten million beggars.” The resultant pover-
ty and misery of the masses have been blamed on the fertility of
Kenyan woman. “Breeding like rabbits”, “too many mouths to
feed”, are some of the phrases in the official jargon of abuse
and contempt for the people, as if it is not the peasant woman
who produces the very food and crops the regime sends
abroad. .

Therefore no experimentation however risky, no method
however controversial, and no drugs however unsafe have
been spared the Kenyan woman.

The Kenya government was among the earliest to accept and
promote the widespread use of Depo-provera on Kenyan
women. The high-oestrogen pllls and the Dalkon Shield 1UD,
which has been the cause of numerous cases of serious uterine
infections and even deaths in the US and Britain, are used
widely in Kenya.

Indeed, over the decade Kenya has become a major dumping
ground for defective medical devices, lethal drugs, known car-
cinogens, toxic pesticides, cosmetics containing corrosive
mercury and pertroleum, contaminated foods and other pro-
ducts found unfit for the US and the West. Over the same
period, there has been a marked Increase In cancer especially
among women,

What of the US bases? In exchange for food ‘ald’, the Mol
regime In 1980 secretly granted military ‘facilities’ to the US,
thus putting the lives of 19 million Kenyans, and indeed all East

African peoples, at nuclear risk. Of course the ragime hag been
at great pains to deny that these ‘facilities’ include basas. They
say they are only for “rest and recreation” for US marines. But
even this aspect alone has meant the most cynical and ruthless
abuse and ex of Kenyan women. The resuiting pros-
titution and drug-trafficking has brought enormous profits to
the top brass. But for a significant section of the unemployed
Kenyan women and girls, it has meant rape; sexually transmit-
ted diseases; battering and depraved treatment; and murder at
the hands of these servicemen. In 1980 for instance, Monica
Njerl was brutally murdered by the US marine Frank Sund-
strom. Sundstrom was set free on a good behaviour bond of
£25 (US$30). In April 1983 Lucy Kabura was murdered by James
William Tyson, another US marine. Tyson was set free. The
national and international outcry and exposure about these two
cases led the regime to clamp down on further press coverage
of any incidents involving US servicemen in Kenya. In Momba-
sa, US intelligence police and their Kenyan counterparts work
together!

The Kenyan woman has also been among the victims of the
regime’s massacres. In February 1984 the Moi regime mas-
sacred over 1,000 people In Wajir District. The carnage was
such that for a long time the regime would not aliow even their
beloved agencies into the area, a measure that made 14 West-
ern ambassadors to Kenya protest to Moi. In October 1984,
hundreds of civillans were massacred in Pokot in North West
Kenya. These areas have now been parcelied out to Western oil
companies for prospecting.

Recently in Nairobi the police bludgeoned over 12 university
students to death. More than 150 had to be hospitalised with
serlous injuries. That was on Sunday February 10, 1985 as the
students were conducting prayers for peace. Among the vic-
tims were women. One was pregnant and suffered a miscar-
riage. \

Why this terror? The Kenya regime has long lost legitimacy
but it needs to sell its image of stability to the West. To do this it
needs a population under a state of fear and silence.

The reign of terror is therefore in response to people’s rising
discontent. Within the limitations of her situations, people have
been showing signs of resistance. Strikes by workers have to
be suppressed continually. Women have been a crucial ele-
ment in this mounting resistance. Thus peasant women have
been known to lead attacks on corrupt land company officials;
and on money-milking bureaucrats in cooperatives. They have
led demonstrations against police harassment of street traders
in the city. In 1983 some two women appeared in court charged
with publishing an anti-government document. On January 1,
1984 wives of detainees held a vigil over the detentions of their
husbands.

The repression and resistance are however not reported in
the press. The International press exercises self-censorship
and the naflonal press Is itself a victim of repression.
Because of thelr cosy relationship with the West, Kenya has
been able to host a number ot international conferences, which
like the UN Decade for Women Conference, have helped in
building the image of “peace, stability and democracy”.

The above article has been excerpted from the Kenya News, a newsletter produced by Kenyans living abroad. This copy, as well as
the May 1985 issue disclosing government repression and student massacres which took place in February 1985, were smuggled
into Kenya by several Forum participants to be distributed among the delegates. The type of news and information found in the

Kenya News would not be allowed in the Kenyan press.

Further Reading: Race & Class, a special issue on “Kenya: The Politics of Repression,” No. 3, Winter 1983.
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The Decade
Has Been Good

For Us

During e Decade, the slelbility of leehlane sndl Yeehinh
joeure hpe rontinned tn Incswpar pt the NOO mertings. Th Mevies
City, when Flarpaaed ot ol the Yeenr wpe phnellered scnndalims
by the medin. NOD offcials wnd snme oF the participante. Tafor-
mal Ieshian ravreace sprang up 8t the Forom In Copenhapen, bt
there were nn officialh acheduled Teahian workehaps. In contrast
1o thic, Yechigniem wee on leene in Naolrohi that eecaped the sitten-
tiom of no ane. Preparations b the Tntesnational Teekhian Tefurma-
tion Rerviey (TEIS) and wiher Yechion organizations began well
hefore the Porom. Warkehop propnente nn tapics etch as Jeshians
and emplovment and internationa]l netearking had heen submitted,
end » teaflet and ralloction of arficles had heen prepared for distri-
Pution. This popular veader. Women Loving Women/Nous
Sompmer Pareowt’, §s 8 collection of articles reprinted from the
Giehal Toshianiom fesnes of Comnevions and from Clir 007, a

Not vonfined to the seven scheduled workshops, a group of
feshizn women wat on the lawn all day, evervday, to fiedd personal
guestiom from Forum participants, many of whom have no other
access to such information. In the first days of the Forum, a les-
‘binn cruews was formed, one of the few groups that held spontane-
ows workshops during the weekend that separated the seven days
of wcheduled mctivities. During the leshian press conference held
July 17, the atmosphere of openness and fusing of personal and
political issues continued. After the reading of statements by lesbi-
nationalities and cultural backgrounds, questions

§

or standing in the packed lecture hall was involved.

The following resulted from an interview conducted by Con-
nexions with Sylvia Borren, a founding member of ILIS. Borren
currently lives in Holland and works with the COC, a Dutch gay
rights organization. ILIS is a lesbian-feminist coordinating body
for the liberation of lesbians from political, legal, social,
and economic oppression. Their work includes organizing
international conferences, preparing reports on these conferences,
a ' newsletter.

3
g
|

The first time we talked about doing something for Nairobi
was 21 the April 1984 ILIS conference. Our aims were twofold:
we wanted ILIS 1o become better known in order to network;
and we wanted 1o further our discussions on a number of issues
which we already deal with, such as education and health. We
decided 10 set up national lesbian networks 1o try to get some
idea of what the situation of lesbians is in our own countries. We
mel again 2 year later and found that only two or three countries
had done some work on this.

In Holland we formed a political lesbian network through

which we presented a2 report with our demands to the Dutch
government. We also managed to get some of our material
ancluded in 2 government publication on the situation of women
an Holland. At the ILIS conference [to prepare for Nairobi), we
«irafied five basic demands [see box] which we had printed up in
= pamphlet. We're not sure yet, but we think we might actually
et money for the printing from the Dutch government. This is
Lamporiant 10 us because it implies recognition.

We also wanted 10 get our demands and material officially
—ecognized and have the Dutch delegation present something
ebout the position of lesbian women at the United Nations
=onference. We decided that Holland would probably be the
»mnly country we could get to talk about Jesbian issues. We were
marprisingly successful. A lot has happened in the last few years, |
miess the Decade has been good for us. This will be the first
_ame that the word “lesbianism” will be mentioned at a United
Fations conference.

i
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Cover of the ILIS flyer distributed at Forum ‘85,

We had quite a lot of fun getting our material here. Since
we had about 4000 pamphlets and 500 magazines, it was too
heavy for us to carry by ourselves. So we made lots of little par-
cels of two kilos each and asked other Dutch women to take a
few to Nairobi. Some women were wonderful about it; some
were afraid and didn’t want to.

The day we arrived was the first day of registration. We
expected that we would be able to network with Western women.
We also hoped we would be able to network with Latin Ameri-
can, Asian and African women as well. We had no idea how
many women would be here. A few of us started to hand out our
pamphlets and we found that women were really very supportive.
It was quite strange for me in comparison to the Netherlands
where, when you hand out pamphlets, you usually get some nega-
tive reactions. Here people said “Yeah, women loving women,
good, wonderful.” Or sometimes women would giggle or laugh.
By the end of the day there weren’t any pamphlets lying around.

On the second day of registration, we borrowed a table
from the library, set up a stand and hung up posters announcing
when the lesbian workshops would take place. We hadn’t been
there for more than a quarter of an hour when Dame Nita Bar-
row, convener of the NGO Forum, came. She was very angry
and said we had to go. It was terrible. She told us that abso-
lutely no one was to hand out material on the lawn and that
material had to be handed out at the controls. At that point
there weren’t any other people giving out material. We argued
with her for awhile, but she kept on saying, “I must protect you
from the authorities. We have made arrangements with the
Kenyan government.” I think it was a homophobic reaction, or
at least she panicked, I reckon.

So, we got rid of the table and put our posters on the
ground as we have been doing every day since. That afternoon
we were watched by about three different groups of Kenyan pol-
ice. We felt quite strange about it, but women still came to us
and asked us things. That was when we first started having
conversations with women on the lawn.

The incident with Dame Nita Barrow was reported in the
newspapers the next day. They said that we’d been kicked out of
the Forum or something like that. At least that’s how many peo-
ple interpreted it. In effect, it made us very visible. And though 1
don’t particularly like it being the first way people heard about
us, in fact it worked extremely well. Two days later Dame Nita
Barrow told both the mainstream and the NGO press that all
women were welcome here. Her only concern was that we were
handing things out on the grass. I think she felt embarrassed or
worried about it. And, of course, after the Forum got started,
everyone was handing out materials on the lawn, so the issue
became totally irrelevant,

Because of all this coverage, whenever we sit on the lawn,
there are always between five and ten, and at times up to 100
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people, mostly Kenyans around us asking questions. They just
don't know what leshians are. They ask lots of questions. How
do you find out? Do you want to have children? How do vou
have a relationship? Do you have sexual relationships? What do
you do? How do you orpanize a dowry? Who looks after yout
parents? Who has the property” Who is the boss”?

At first, we were mainly 1alking to the men because women
were not asking many questions.  After about the second day,
there were &0 many men around that the authorities began to et
worried. At one point they told the meeting to break up. They
and it was an llepal meeting. The next day, they asked a few
men for their identification but they left the women alone. Then
we ourselves decided to focus more on the women. When men
and women were around, we answered the women's questions.
The first day lots of women couldn’t find us because they didn't
think that that great big group of men was us. Since then things
have been going fine. There have been men around but not such
Jarge proups. So basically this has been going on all day, every
day.

© Apart from that, we caucus cvery day at five behind the
Peace Tent so that lesbians can connect. They're just short little
mectings which usually last about 20 minutes, and we sit around
and chat with each other. It’s been a good way to get to know
one another.

We decided to have a special extra lesbian workshop on
Sunday while the Forum wasn’t meeting. 1 think altogether 120
women came. We split up into six workshops. Then we had a
plenary 1o compare notes. That session was dominated by
Western women, but there were women from Latin America,
Asia and Africa. There were also a few Kenyan women who
were, as far as I'm concerned, identifying themselves as lesbians.
One or two were quite clear about it; the others were not.

Yesterday, we had our first officially scheduled workshop
on lesbians and employment. When we walked in half an hour
before the workshop started, it was already packed with
Kenyans, mostly women. I think there were only about five men
there. We talked about the importance of economic self-
sufficiency, employment, the situation in different countries, the
discrimination of lesbians on the job, the prices you pay for
being in or out of the closet, compulsory heterosexuality and the
constant pressure it puts on us. Then we Qiscussed our basic
demands and that we see ourselves as a liberation struggle. We
talked about being in anti-racist groups or in the peace or femin-
ist movements and being able to identify yourself as a lesbian.

The workshop was so crowded. At the start there were 150
women and they were still coming in. The corridor was also
crammed. It was amazing. There was a lot of pressure coming
from the corridor, as well as anger, because women wanted to get
inside. In the end there were about 170 women in the room. I
guess we can’t complain about lack of popularity.

One of the things which was yelled from the corridor was,
“Observers out. Lesbians in.” I got pissed off about that because
I feel we shouldn’t make judgements. A number of times during
the workshop a Kenyan woman would get up and say, “In our
country it does not exist.” Then a whole group of Kenyan
women would yell out, “Yes it does! Yes it does!”

We talked about equality in relationships and how we
think heterosexual women should also have control over their
bodies and stand up to their husbands if they boss them around.
More and more recognition came from this. In some ways, it
isn’t just the issue of lesbianism; it’s the issue of having the free-
dom to control your own body. There is a kind of hunger fdPthis
information. I guess this is why they are coming to us." We are
saying, “Well, you don’t have to put up with it.” I have no idea
what the result of this will be, but lots of women have been tak-
ing the material.

In the workshop, some Western women talked about com-
ing out. I had the feeling that some of these very concrete per-
sonal stories made the situation of lesbians much more real for
Kenyan women, They realized it wasn’t just a private matter of
what you do in bed, but has to do with every aspect of your life.
It{x))'ou‘have to be in the closet, you become very schizophrenic
about it.

At the end of the workshop, I told them what the symbol
of the pink triangle is. I made it very clear that we use the pink
triangle because there had been homosexuals killed during World

CONNEXIONS

Sylvia Borren

War II, and most people don't even know about it. It's all sort
of a lost chapter in history. We wear the pink triangle to identify
ourselves and to stand up and say we will not be murdered
again. O

Further Readings:

e Global Lesbianism I and 11, Connexions #3, Winter 1982, and
#10, Fall 1983.

e International Lesbian Information Service Bulletin, published
in English, French and Spanish. Centre Femmes, 5 Bd St,
Georges, 1205 Geneva, Switzerland.

e Lesbisch Archivaria, resource list and collection of articles from
the Lesbian Archives in Leeuwarden, mostly in Dutch, Postbus
4062, 8901 EB Leeuwarden, Netherlands.

Contact:

o ILIS, Centre Femmes, 5, Bd St. Georges, 1205 Geneva, Switzer-

land.
e N.V.LH. - COC, Rozenstruat 8, 1016 NX, Amsterdam, Nether-
lands.

Five Basic ILIS Demands:

1. Girls and women have the unconditional
right to control their own bodies. This means
the freedom to develop and live their own
sexual preference, the freedom from sexual
use and abuse, the freedom to reproduce or
not to, the freedom from poverty, hunger and
il-health.

2.  Girls and women have the right to education
which is not heterosexist. This means that it
includes positive information and
identification about lesbians and lesbian lifes-
tyles.

3. Lesbians have the right to self-organization.
This means they can meet, publicize and that
they can advertise.

4,  All governments must get rid of legislation
which criminalizes or which discriminates
against homosexual women or men. A start
in this direction has been made with the
Council of Europe in 1981 and should be also
decided upon by the UN.

5.  All governments must pass human rights
legislation to protect individuals against
discrimination on the grounds of colour,
class, creed, sex and sexual preference.

Excerpt from ILIS flyer distributed at Forum '85.
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I eshians in the News...

1 ashinng
unwanted
at Forum?!

FOMUM 95 newspnpier
hne .'"Y‘,’i'm"j repnrte
nopearing in twy Henyan
daily papers of the
presenee of leshinne ot the
NGO Forum. Al least 200
of them have nlrendy
orvived in apite of roporte
that their presence hae
offended other forym par.
ticipants.

Poshione hove defied »
“packoand g™ order, ropor.
tedly innued 10 them by Dame
Nits Barrow, who wes repor.
ted in The Brandard an
having issued the order in
response to delegotes’
ponoyance at the Leshiam'
presence, Dame Nita is the
convenor of the NGO Forum.

A epokesman for the Inter-
national Lesbian Information
Service, Me Sylvia Borren,
dismissed anticipation that
they would be thrown out of
Kenye where homosexuslity
is illegal, “We nsked the
Dutch Ambassador to Kenya
whether we would face any
problems coming here, and he
assured us that we were not
going to be thrown out,” she
said. “So we believe it when
the Kenys Government says
we are welcome,”

However she expressed the
fear that police were keeping
&n eye on their movemente.

Apart from the 200-strong
team from Europe and the
Americans which had already
arrived in Nairobi, at least 30
others had signed up by
yesterday. “We expect many
more on Sunday when we
intend o hold & meeting at
one o'clock in the afternoon,”

Asked if they were aware
that homosexuality was
illegal in Kenya and that it
was considered 1o constitute
an unnatural sexual offence,
Ms Borren, who was surroun-
ded by members of her group,
eaid that on the contrary,
they were already receiving
information from Africen
women who wanted to join
them,

They disclosed, however,
that they would be having
workshops on July 16 and 17,

FORUM '85, JULY 11, 1985

Lesbians
misunderstood

All women are welcome at
Forum '85, Dame Nita
Barrow said yesterday,
clarifying a press report that
Leshians had been made to
feel unwelcome,

The misunderstanding
arose as a result of the efforts
of Forum organizers to keep
the area around the Educa-

i ilding clear while 'the
:‘:::ll:::xlchesg to the o_rgamza-
tion of events was bel.ng com-
pleted and while registration
was in progress. Lesbians
were only one of a dozen or
more groups which were
asked to help keep the area
clear.

As reported in Forum '85
vesterday, the Lesbians will
hold workshops on July 16
and 17.

FORUM '8s, JULY 12, 1985

“This will be the first
time that the word
‘lesbianism’ will be
mentioned at a United
Nations conference."

-Sylvia Borren

R e e s SR T - | ety
FOCUS O FORUM '8S... FOCUS OM FORUM '3s.__

LESBIANS RUN
INTO_TROUBLE!

A LESBIAN group, officially registered with the
United Nations Women Decade Conference,
yesterday ran into trouble when they tried to
advertise their movement by distributing their
titerature at the University of Nairobi's Great

Court.

The Lesbian group, led by Sylvia Borren from
New Zealand and the Netherlands, ran into troubie
when they were seen displaying and distributing
information about their movement to delegates
who had arrived for registration.

Acting on a tip off from a delegate, annoyed by
the Lesbian activities on the main campus, the
Forum '85 Coavenor, Dame Nita Barrow, went

to the group and ordered them to pack
their and leave.

She explained to the group that although they
were officially registered, they would have to wait
for a reply to their application in which they
requested a workshop stand.

THE STANDARD, JULY 10, 1585
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To See Them In Person!

(The following 15 an interview by Adi Gevins with Esther who
worked at a family planning exhibit. Esther is a distributor for a
Kenyan family planning organization.)

Q: Did you go to the lesbian workshop?

A: Oh yes, 1 wanted to hear what they have to say—you know it's
always good to listen. However, we didn't learm much about
them when we were there. They said that they couldn't answer
our questions at that time. They were talking about lesbians and
employment. They want their rights.

We had never heard of such a thing ourselves. In African
culture, sex is very private. As a woman, to say that you love
your girlfriend is very strange to us!

Q: Maybe you can go to another workshop.

A: Yes. In fact, I want to hear more. It is good to learn from
many groups so that you can help your people. But I wouldn’t
like anybody 1o be a lesbian, myself, because we were not created
that way. We women, we should have men. One thing they were
saying is that in Kenya and in other African countries, we have
women who are not married. Women who want to have their
freedom. Yes, we have them, but that doesn’t mean that they
are lesbians. Here we don’t have divorces, but I may separate
with my husband. That doesn’t mean that I'm a lesbian. If I
want to move, I move with a man, not a woman. So it is quite
different. Their argument was quite weak, but we had only 30
minutes.

At least I learned something through them. I learned that
they exist. I have read Western books about lesbians, but to see
them in person! They are very interesting; I want to hear more
about them.

Q: Did many people go to the workshop?

A: Yes, so many. Really, it was so crowded. Most people wanted
to come—from the United States, and from everywhere else
including Africa. Everyone wanted to come and hear, but they
had to lock the door after a while. They talked for about 15 or
20 minutes. Then they asked for questions.

What I did understand is that at least they should have
their rights. They shouldn’t be sacked from their jobs if they are
not interfering because they are also human. You should under-
stand that. They are human. You know, working and your per-
sonal life are quite different. When I am working, like now I am
working with the family planning, I work. But when I go home,
my personal life is mine, So even with those girls, those lesbians,
if they are good workers, I don’t see why they should not have
their rights to be employed. But if they are messing about say-
ing, “I don’t like men”—and most bosses are men—then, in fact,
they are going to be sacked.

Here in Africa we are not curious about [male] homosexu-
als because we know that they exist, but with women I, person-
ally, did not know that they exist. I did not understand a lot of
things from the workshop because we really had no time. I don’t
know whether the word lesbian just means sex or also other
things. The sexual part is what Africans cannot accept—sexual
intercourse with another woman. That is very dirty in Africa. |
think that is what I understood from them, if I am not wrong.
And it wouldn’t be accepted here. If your clan hears that you are
a lesbian, I don’t know what would happen to you, It's a bad
thing. I'm not talking about employment. Employment, they can
work.

What they want is to be legalized. Or at least for people to
recognize that they exist. But I can’t see how they will ever be
accepted. Although you might accept them without knowing it.

DAWN ARMSTRONG

They say that it is only in Norway that they won’t be sacked
[from a job). But I think they must also misbehave and that is
why they are sacked. If they work silently, they can exist.

Q: Do you think there is danger in lesbians being at the confer-
ence?

A: Ah, that’s just crazy. People hear things and then they forget
them. In fact, nobody will change just because they are here.
Those who are to change have changed, and they are hiding
themselves wherever they are. But their being here can’t change
our country. I know that. As we say in Kikuyu, they are just a
passing storm. It will just pass. And then I will read the word les-
bian someday and I will remember, “Oh, yes, they were here in
Nairobi and they went.”

You know, if you learn many things, you make your mind
very broad. You can’t close your ears; you have to hear this and
that. Somebody can come and tell you, “You know, I saw your
husband here and there.” And you have to listen, but you don’t
have to react. Find out first. It is the same with these women.
We go to listen to them. You can always learn something. We
read books and we learn, but even if you read a book that says
that a woman tells her husband that he must wash the clothes,
you can’t go and tell your husband to wash his clothes just
because you read it from a book. You can’t. And that is my prin-
ciple. I am going to listen and I'm sure nothing will change. O

Copyright Adi Gevins/Family of Women. Use for broadcast is
prohibited; other use only with express permission of Adi
Gevins/Family of Women.

Anamika, a newsletter for South
Asian lesbians, is pleased to announce the
m publication of our first issue. Our goal is to
VoL 100 1 wrws provide information by and about
ourselves—South Asian lesbians and lesbi-
ans of South Asian descent living around
the world.

The publication of Anamika is the
result of several years work of informal
networking, searching each other out and
sharing our stories. We are soliciting arti-
cles, letters, poetry, graphics from South
Asian lesbians around the world for our
next issue with the focus of “OUR
LIVES.” We ask $5, or more if possible,
for a yearly subscription. Anamika, c/o
ALOEC, Box 850, New York, NY 10002.

cecectenss
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Filmforum

Fiimtorum RE, the Intermutions] semmen's e feetival heM
Bt the NGO Forum I Naleobi, originafly projected @ program of
prer 160 fitme and videes with sorkohips Bevigned th complement
them, Sereeninge were schediled for ench day of the conference
and were In four Inngtmpes (Eaglich, Fremch, Spanich
and Swahili) In o detniled program seailable st the NGO registra-
tion. The achedvling conflicted with the Forum workehops which
forced Forum participants 1o choose between the workehops and
films during the duy while notking was schedoled in the eveninge.
But even more dictrescing was the fact that the original schedale
m:nmﬁvﬂwdhhthmuckl(m(‘mbb

Planning for the film festival in Mare 3
Ficher, conrdinator of Filmforum 's';mm :.mmmm" "m';
steering committee to help collect films and videos. She then met
with the director of the Kenya Censorchip Board where it was

on the basis of written descriptions, rather than actoal screeni
ng.
Censorship review was required even though the Filmforum ‘85

was part of the Forum, and in general the films were not for puby,.
viewing.
Immediately prior to the start of the Conference, the org,,
ized planning of Filmforum ‘85 began to deteriorate. The direcy,,
of the Censorship Board apparently did not recall ever having n,,
with Hannah Fisher, It was decided that all films and videos b, 4
to be screened after all (even though the government had no equip
ment with which to view the videos). To no avail, the Canadi,
government, having spent $340,000 to set up the Filmforum, tri, 4
to intervene by requesting immunity for censorship under g
United Nations,

A complete list of censored films and videos is not yet avajy_
able and even Hannah Fisher does not know the extent of dama,,.
to the Filmforum program. It is known that two Brazilian film
were censored for being “too political.” One, The Third Az,
addressed the subject of menopause; the other, Women of the Py
Light District, was about prostitution. In addition, two Awustralian
films were edited by the Board without the consent of the
filmmakers or the Filmforum '85 Steering Committee. Anq

women at

AY, JULY 11 JEUDI, LE 11 JUILLET JUEVES 11 DE JULIO ALHAMISI, .ﬂﬂ:‘l Tt
the censors R ORRADE peyaunnis LA UYL
FEMMES E
B 2]
15 Pena Prisse (Sentence: 14) Pena Prisso (Lo verdict 14) Pena Priseo (Pena Prision) 14) Pong Prises (Hubeomes o,
N ‘ve beaten B/ard 198 Cotowr 38 mnes ,"“‘: ';:" Co:.."’{:‘m.u A28 1983 V3 9y Tnms "
“Damn W, we v an :‘o;:.m):mh; 38 menu- s on v 16 Maricpem e
e l(‘lim' Dvec Sudries """m"’"‘"“" Dwectora 2 Warneck wano na masiers s ,,—,’\‘
them,  (annah Fisher, oy dar g 3 LUy~ T T T i ey liatndsstiog
euphoric Hann was women § reformatory and exam- Pona Prisa0 0bserve 1a vie quot o ot dayiicads 00 8 e
director. She ines e meanng of usice both Genne g un cenire PANENANE 08 oy 1arg dentro como fusrade  O8TEZAM Na NarP s —
Filmforum o <o with wifon a0 Outsde prson wals rewccanon pou lermes o o Ay e
2 ‘m\(mmlm"‘“\'- y 15140 E Por Gusto (Mt for  Bancht s BsGRUERERIEC, 1) Mo s por gusto tient For  TTiera >
o Oelw““p Mexco, 1982 Black e a prison el E0 Pov Gusto (Sie .y
Kenya Film : 09 Vhas o8 NoE o Méxco 1962, BlancoyNegro, 52 Rana)
“* y % it was a Cm 'mmm ;::"' s Por Gusto (Ce P nutos. 16mm. Didlogo en mu 1982 Moymirss =2 %y
at w\nd\ \ P ions Cr:mootua ua-ow.‘v.soz .nmqg:m_sz 5:9’:::" Mo Tamesy uv::;:"l‘:ﬂva 8 ey *
9 mm. “ T,
would be no for the Toe oo o posttes ner. e Salogue Mar, Carmen de Lara e n;l..: —
films ﬂ\!dzd wierviews wiih the women about Metieuses en scone Mary Tamez MC" "'.‘.'
o aforum, 1f everything ey e Dl . Y e
Un documentawe sur a vie ,,,‘,,_ﬁ"
b expects, the Bosed L o I S
.““*‘chedu\td Monco 1985 Colou 40 meuses. ces lommes. sur leur vie le Sys- e
. prove " X:
";“ . without actually ’ee\nl‘ Srectors’ Dana Rotberg ang Ana
e W agreed there 1" s
: since her low chigren T
e
no restriction
men,
films for WO
::;enen and on women’ ho
were ROING : tribu- Drector ines Vilares
“* n‘uml‘ dis Aview of everyday hfe in a 3 -
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. e Une description de (a vie quoti- MaZamo wa macsra ;3 wia
“ ("\el'e ar umd':mwpvmg.m L
2 ans mes. ou la peur_1a mort ef le senti-
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Pages from International Women's Film Forum Program
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Censorship: How it works

withongh the Cencnrship Ponrd w1 firet gave permicion for 1ol
and the Woliet 10 be screencd, It Inter reversed fts decision and
confiacated the film (eoe sccompanying srthcle).

There fo much speculation as to why these films were cen-
wored. Those who believe it was & simple “mivonderstanding”
Between the organizers and the Censorship Board overlook the
politicn] nature of censorship. AS the isswe of censorship became
mare volatile st the Forum, most diecussion revolved aronnd where
to place the blame for the disintegration of the Filmforam. Fingers
pointed st the Steering Committee, at the directors who “failed™
to send thelr films in time for review and at the Director of the
Censorship Board who couldn't remember meeting  Hannah
Fisher, but an actual critique of the act of censorship, especially in
the context of a women's film festival, was sidestepped. The fol-
towing articles from the NGO daily newspaper are one illustration
of the “self-<censorship™ that was an alarming element present at

the Forum,

—

J0AM YO NOON VIDED SENIES OF 101 00 A MIDL BERIE VIDEO VIOt o8 SAA 4 HADI § MCHANA
A MAONYESHO YA VIORO
18 The Dhantried Women s :.mu-;uuwmnm-
Project Project (Le projet @ un thebire
U Staves 1882 Crdow 80 G0 fommes handicapses ;',‘.',"“““":""_':;""'0"
M.&n)

munutes Video L Makc Engheh

wond
:uv‘l«u-uq-wauv-u

Are

Mexico 1981 Colour, § minutes,
16mm.

Dwector

Tiats Unm 1082 on coulew 60
mines video U Ml dialogue
o

on anginn
Producinces Des lemmes
Nenduapses

Amerka 1902, Ya rang Dakina
60 Video Mazungumiso ya king
:oum.’mﬁ. Wanawake

Ce documentaire décrit la vie de
jounes apprenties dans leur école
003 ants ot moliers et lustre com-

ment lour traval affecte leur philo-
du monde
21) Y §i Eres Mujer (Et ol tu dtais
une femme) g
&lﬁnJ“l.mM.lm
. 16 mm, dialogue en y
o scéne Guad
mnutes. |6mm. nish Dialogue
o Ce Gessin animé 1rés simple fait
Mexican lactory worker une chanson populaire mon-
ne mads Bolvian nw;v:lm s:“o'oﬂmﬂl 1'6ducation prescht
and Venezuelan peasants sll par- Gos normes de conduile différentes
LCDALe In & CONSCIOUBNESS-(Aising  POU 108 garcons el les filles
85100 _revealing thew etlorts 1o 22) Deux emplols par jour
actieve equalily 81 home and i the  Amérique Latine, 1975, en couleur;
63 minutes, 16 mm, dialogue en

workplace 8 10 Lieak down the
Goubie work Gsy

Metiouso en scéne Helons
Solverg Lasd

Des ouvribres d'une using mex-
Caine, dos servanies d'Argentine,
103 lemmes de Minours bolviens el
405 paysannes vénozusliennes,
1ous participent & une réunion de

150 0o CONSCIONCce Qui 16vbIe

urs 011018 pour obten I'6galité &
18 maison et au ravail, et pour
Supprimer la contrainie de doux
Emploss par jour

Nawake Kutoka Uturuki na

Pakistan) wanaishi Denmark wan-
akabiliana na MQONQaNo wa mila

Tristoza)

Checoslow
minutos, ‘M. 1984; Color, 17
OWectora: Hana Pinkavova

::"'.MMI describe las vidas

mbi tofaull

SAA § HADI 8 MCHANA:
WANAWAKE NA ELIMU

20) Delani Vaenchny Smutk
Zahani (X1t nsondos Masikitiko)
Czechosiovakia, 1904, Ya rang\,
Dakika 17, Milimita 16

Mkurugenzi. Hana Pinkavova
Filamu hil ya maelozo inaonyesha
maisha ya wanawake vijana wan-

.“u:.':'ml aprendices en su
como gf yocACIoNal y muestra 00jfunza katika shule ya utundi,
“‘.'M afecta la manera INAONYesha jins: kaz inavyoathin
2v8 S ven ol mundo, miazamo wao wa dunia
Mérico, res 21)Y 81 Eres Mujer (Na Kema
Diblogo sn Espate Merio, 1081 Ve ronts. Dakika §

2 nCO, Yar p. Dakka 5,
Oirectora Guadalupe Sanchez Miimita 16, Mazungumzo ya Kinis-
318 pelicula sencilla de dibujos g Mkurungenzi Guadal
l.h"uucn que hu'\: como londo hez

una cancidn popular, dos- Jinsi ambavyo elimu inatoa vipimo
Cfibe como la educacion estipula mbalimbah m tabia kwa wavulana
Normas de conducta dif na katika ti-
PAralog nifos y las nifas amu hil ya wanyama iliyo na
if'l“ll Dis mwimbo maarulu
"ica Lalina, 1975, Color, 53 22) The Double Dey (Siku ya Mara
MiNutos, 16mm, Didlogo en uzgm) |

Espanol
Directora: Helena Solberg-Ladd

Amerika ya Kilatii, 1975, Ya rangi,
Dakika B! Milimita 16, b

Las obreras
domésticas argentinas, esposas

N a
Miurugenzi ’Iom\a Solberg-Ladd
wa wa

de mineros y campe
Nag vonezolanas Participan en una
reunion en la cual ponen de mani-
M'olo w uluuwwolam‘u
esluorzos para lograr igualdad en
ol hogar ondbﬂomoumny
para acabar con el dia de trabajo

Mexico, watumishi wa nyumbani
wa Argontine, wake wa wachimba
wa Bolivia na wakulima wa
Venezuala wole wanashirki katika
kipindi cha kuamsha hamasa, ikio-
nyesha bidil yao ya kupata usawa
nyumbani na kazini na kuvunplia
mbah kazi mara mbili kwa siku

The International Women's
Film festival, “Filmforum
5", was officially opened by
Kenya's Assistant  Minister
for Information and Broad.
easting. Hon Omar Soba at o
function attended by Dame
Nita Barrow, Forum A5 con-
venor and Dr Eddah
Gachukia, Kenya NGO chair-
man

In their speeches, all three
talked about the importance
those concerned have placed
on this activity as it is one of
the most important events of
Forum 85.

The fact that screenings at
the 20th Century cinetha and
the National theatre were
able to start as scheduled on
July 9, was as a result of the
team work of an international
steering committee.

Twenty six members on the
Kenya government film Cen-
sorship Board have had to
screen all the films coming
into the country and are still
doing so, in accordance with
Kenyan law. Any film coming
to the country for public
viewing for commercial or
non-commercial purposes
must be censored by a board
appointed by the govern-
ment, a regulation which is
not unique to Kenya as the
film board points out.
The Kenya Film Cen-
sorship Board has been sitting
for over eight hours every day
to see the films, most of which
only arrived in the country
shortly before Forum 85
opened.
So far, the Censorship
Board has seen about 100
films out of the 180 films
already here and they have
Riven priority to films on the
catalogue schedule as
provided to the by Filmforum
director, Hannah Fisher. This
has been done to ensure that
there is as little disruption to
the programme as possible.
Thus, when Hannah Fisher
says that it has been a
nightmare to clear the films,
as reported in yesterday's
Forum, the Censorship Board
feels that this gives a totally
Incorrect impression of the
Kenyan government. The
government, and the
annster of Culture and
Social Services, the Hon
tKhenpeth Matiba, have done
eir
Ninbnn o e make
! a success. This
has included waiving charges
normally incurred on films of
this nature, which would have
en over KSh 2 milljon,

FORUM 85, JULY 12, 1985
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Filmforum

Lecla and the Wolves by Tabanese firector Fleiny Srour hed
preted the renanre and wec echeduled tn be ecreened the second to
the Tost @y of the Porum. A pondcized crovd had turned ot to
trv this provacative film on the hictors of Tebanese and Pales-
tinien women anly to discover that 3t had heen confiscated by the
Crensnrchip Ronrd.

This unfartunate incident symbolized the merging of two
battles that had permented the conference for ten days: the
exercicing of censnrship by the Kenyan povernment and the
conflict in the Middle Fast. The comprehensive film schedule,
which revealed extensive preparation, had been made worthless by
the Kenvan Censorship Board, Daily there was talk of some film
ln-h.us censored or detained. Concurrently, hested exchanges were
taking place over the situation in the Middle East. Not only could
no middle ground be reached, but most mention of Palestine or
!fnd deteriorated into srgument, accusation or denial. The
Kenyan government appeared to panic over the ongoing battle
between Palestinians and Zionists,

It was in this atmosphere that Leila and the Wolves was
withdrawn. Reparding the issve of censorship, it became the
straw that broke the camel’s back. During the entire conference
participants and organizers had been frustrated by never knowing
from day to day which films would be screened. Furthermore, the
NGO Organizing Committee would not take a stand against cen-
sorship. Instead, the attitude that “these are the rules and we
must not object because we are guests™ was put forth by the Com-
mittee as well as the Forum newspaper. The act of censorship was
not guestioned and, indeed, even discussing the issue became
taboo,

Dame Nita Barrow speaking 1o the protesters in the Peace Tent,

FORUM 85

(]

The following is a transcript of a spontaneous demonstration
which took place after everyone heard that the film had been
confiscated. While at the movie theater, a petition was immedi-
ately drafted. The audience then debated what plan of action
should be taken, Some wanted to march to the Censorship Board,
others wanted to return to the Forum site to collect more people.
The fact that demonstrations are illegal put a damper on the first
soggestion. So everyone returned to the Forum, where the shout-
ing attracted Dame Nita Barrow, the NGO convener. The article
begins with the director addressing the crowd outside in the main
court.

Heiny Srour: Leila and the Wolves, which is part of the Film-
forum, was supposed to be screened today at 2:30. Two days azo
we had the agreement of the Kenyan Censorship Board, so we
thought everything was alright. Then 24 hours later they with-
drew the permission to screen it. And they withdrew it by force
from the Kenyan National Theatre. They have no right whatso-
ever 10 do that. If they respect themselves a little bit they should
not go back on something they agreed to do. j )

The film is about the historical role of women in Palestine
and Lebanon. And I would like to say that a similar film on the
history of Isracli women called Anou Banou was screened
without any problem. Now please listen to Dame Nita Barrow
who has been doing everything she can since this morning to
release the film. And she’s on our side.

Dame Nita Barrow: May I ask that women of this Forum please
return with me to the Peace Tent where I can speak with you
over a microphone there. The Peace Tent has been put here as a
place to resolve differences. There have been many problems in
relation to the films. We are more aware of them than any of you
could be.

[After assembling in the Peace Tent] Please take every man
I see out of here. I say out of here and I mean out of here. Please
get the man out of the back of this tent. You women are march-
ing about the wrong things. You should be marching for the
privilege to be able to resolve your differences yourselves. Get
the men out of the tent. If there are any men in any sight of the
tent, this meeting cannot go on. If those men do not move, find
security immediately and say that the problem I have is not with
the women of the Forum, it is with the men who refuse to do
what we ask.

Members of the Crowd: You're diluting the issue. Let’s get to the
background of this.

Dame Nita Barrow: I'm fully prepared to have the background,
but first I would just like to ask what purpose you expect to
achieve when you go out of the grounds of this University.
Because in this country, which I've made clear and I repeated
this morning several times, you have no right to march unless
you obtain official permission. As long as you are on the grounds
of the University, you are under a certain amount of protection.

If you have a question to discuss, as I have been discussing
all day about this particular film, then we find alternatives. If
there are no alternatives, we find what steps we can take. I hear
hotheads saying it is the government, it is the films, we want the
films. Do you really believe that by marching out of here down-
town you're going to get the films?

Members of the Crowd: Do you really think we’ll get it by talking
here?
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Filsmioram representative Perminder Vir at a press
comference dixcuzving consorship

Dame Nita Barrow: You may not get it by talking here, but you
have far more chance of getting it talking as we are doing. You
are not going to get it shown, 1 can assure you. You might not
even get it back; and 1 know and respect this producer. In fact 1
was delighted when she came. She stated to me early this morn-
ing that her film had first passed and then they had come and
taken it away and removed the passing.

1 hope she told you that it was because some women had
violated something that we worked very hard to obtain, that the
films would be passed by documentation to expedite them. The
documentation was taken at face-value. And as I have found out,
some of her own countrywomen showed a film which violated
that. Now I hope she told you that. As a consequence, she has
suffered with a film that is very good. But let me say now, that it

DAWN ARMSTRONG

ot shiown?

P think that the whole iseue of censorship first should be
opposed. whether for me or for the rést of my colleagues in the
Fimforam who have been censored, especially the video
fidviakere. First of all the issue of censorship is wrong because [
WAPPEN 16 Believe that we are old enough to make up our minds
and we dhouldn't be treated like little girls. I think it is extremely
meanitng Number two, on this particular film, I think the
Kenyan government ought to respect themselves enough that
once they have given the agresment on paper to show it two days
ago. they should stick by that. | don't knaw whether it is true
that other Lebanese women violated the laws or didn't violate
the laws. T know one thing. I am part of the Filmforum and |
showld not be punished as a Lebanese for mistakes other
Lebanese have or have not made. [ just cannot accept this logic.
I will also not accept that an Israeli woman makes a mistake and
that other Israeli women get punished. That's wrong.

My issue is not just over my film being censored and being
withheld illegally. I am sick, me and all the women filmmakers,
and 1 would like them all to speak. All the women filmmakers
who came from all over the world to show their videos and films
are sick and tired of the disruption of the Filmforum because the
Kenyan government has been treating us like little children who
are not adult enough to make up our own minds. It is sad that
on an occasion like this, when women are coming from all over
the world, and it's a very exceptional occasion, we are going to
be censored and treated like little children. On which occasion
on earth are women not going to be censored? This is the whole
issue quite frankly. Censorship touches all women, so I would
now like to debate this important issue here.

Dame Nita Barrow: I'm sorry, the Peace Tent is closed to that
debate because for us the issue of censorship has been an ongo-
ing battle. And what is more, the people who brought things here
knew there was censorship. We have tried to short-circuit it. O

. et § h i n I Further Readings:
is not going 10 increase any chances if you proceed to march. It o “Beyond Symbols: An Interview with Heiny Srour,” Connexions
puts you in personal jeopardy. I only wish that those who wish to #16, Spring 1985.

march do so after I've explained the case. But as you leave you
leave by one entrance and you give up your Forum badge
because you are not marching in the name of the Forum.

Now 1 want to be clear. I have no protective rights over
you. The choice is yours. Alternatively we can get a caucus on
what is to be done. We still have 24 more hours. The floor is
over 10 you.

[Hubbub from the crowd] I’'m not having a cacophony of
sound. One person at a time can speak. After that those who
wish 1o march can proceed to do so. We’ll have your badges col-
lected.

Heiny Srour: Sisters, I'm going to explain the case. Now the
organizers of the Filmforum, Mrs. Hannah Fisher, gave a prior-
ity list to the Kenyan government three days ago. It included my
film so they would have enough time to screen it. Two days ago
we had a piece of paper stating it had cleared the Kenyan Cen-
sorship Board. And then 24 hours later, they came to the prem-
ises of the Kenyan National Theater, right here at the University,
and took the copy by force. And that you have to know is ille-
gal. They have no right whatsoever to take back a copy which
does not belong to them.

Dame Nita Barrow: Just 2 moment, Just a moment.

Heiny Srour: With respect, Dame Nita, really, honestly. Thank
you very much for everything you are doing. I know you have
been working on this case since the morning. But I think it is
also, with respect to everything you've said, a fact that the
Ken_yan government is doing something illegal by taking the film
forcibly after having given their permission to show it.

~ Now I heard, and I don’t know the facts, so maybe you
will be able to document this. I heard that in fact they are with-
drawing th.is film because some Lebanese women showed a film
about the issue of the Lebanese war and the Israeli invasion, |
dor_l’t lgnow what happened. But I know certainly something,
which is that I am part of the Filmforum, I am part of nothing
else. I am a filmmaker; I am an artist. Now why on earth is it
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o “Leila and the Wolves: Liberation and Feminism,” Outwrite
#34, March 1985.
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In the e of @eselapment ahemes
wWhith have Been detriments! 1 wamen's
Tives, andl politicnl, encin) angd sconnmic tir-
moil, wn Internationnl Thivd Wirld feminta
groun hee emerped W prapnee aliernatioe
development  stratepios e THIsd World
vountricn. DAWN, Develupment  Alern-
Thves with Women for o New Fra, formed in
Avpost 19H4 a1 meeting In Bangalore,
Indin. From that meeting, 8 paper was pro-
duced which sonn was cxpanded into the
M Development, Crisis and Alternative
Viston Third World Women's Perspective.

DAWN was one of the more visible
groups nt the Forum. They organized a
vumber of workshops covering such topics
o the effects of development on women, the
global political, economic and cultural
crisis, and feminist writing and publishing
from which the following excerpts are taken,

Panelists nt the “Feminist Publishing
in the Third Warld* workshop included
representatives from Kali for Women, a
Nﬂ! World women's publishing house in
Delhi. India; the Women of Africa Series of
the Zimbabwe Publishing House; Simorgh,
8 mew women's resource and publication
center in Pakistan; ISIS Internacional
based in Chile; Mulherio, a Brazilian femin-
h. monthly newspaper; and Asian Women's
Liberation, a Japanese feminist publication.
Publishing took on an expanded definition
as songwriters and women who produce
slide shows also participated as panelists
and demonstrated how their work effectively
includes all women regardiess of their level
of literacy,

The following papers were put
together by Moroccan author and academi-

cian, Fatima Mernissi and members of Kali
Press for Women.

l ", - -
| Asian Women & Liberation
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Qurerelnn iy Patrivechal Secieties

I weitihg & subversive a1’ How do
witheh experience writitg? T8 it a Tiberat-
ing Bt And why 1 it 907 16 it 2 dangerous
pet? And why is #t so”

Maty Third World women writers
huve had 1o jeopardice their carcers. their
family lives, ot their o9 Tives to be able to
write st all. Many women experience writ-
ing us a dangerous, lethal act. Why is this
"

We should never as women forget
that power resides with the ones who
write—whether it is sacred texts, sacred
laws, or advertisements, or even revolu-
tionary manifestoes.

If writing is an exercise in power for
everyone, it is more so for women. The
next time we are in a revolutionary setting
we should let the men carry arms and grant
ourselves the privilege of writing revolu-
tionary dogmas, revolutionary manifestoes
and revolutionary laws.

Underestimating the power of writ-
ing is onc of the best techniques ecsta-
blished authorities have found to
discourage intellectuals in general and
women in particular. We often hear that
intellectuals do nothing but write. Nothing
but write? We often hear international
agency circle experts differentiating
rescarch from action, as if you can act
without research, without knowing where
you are going, which path you should take
among all the various possibilities. In revo-
lutionary circles we often witness a
glorification of the act of taking the gun
and scorn for the act of writing, of think-
ing. This is one reason why Third World
revolutions have so often been reduced to a
change of power elites, not a change in
mentalities, in vision. And this is why
often, after the revolutionaries take over,
women’s oppression does not change.

Writing was, and still is, in many
societies, a male privilege. There is nothing
more abnormal in many societies than a
woman writing. And this is not only in the
Third World. Remember the time, not so
long ago, when English and French women
novelists in sophisticated and “progres-
sive” Europe, had to hide behind mascu-
line names to be able to express themselves
through writing? Remember George Eliot
and George Sand? Writing and interpreting
the sacred texts in Christian Europe was
the privilege of the Church for centuries. In
present Muslim theocracies it is still con-
sidered the privilege of male imams.

Writing was, and still is, in many
societies, the most inaccessible privilege of
the power elites, since writing is an act
which necessitates long years of training.
Peasants of feudal Europe did not write.
They could and did make revolutions,
behead kings and disrupt dynasties, but
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once that was done they witnessed fr-'n.r,;
fessly the takeover of what was once ke,
revolution, by the ones who could manip,,
fate the most absolute instrument of prise,
writing.

Writing is about power because
fixes ideas in material forms; it £aczp.,
time: it defies the fleeting nature of eveny,
Such is the power of religion; such s 1%,
power of law. Often religion and law 5.
confused and indistinguishable. In man,
Third World societies women’s inferioris,
is legitimized, institutionalized, embodies
in two fundamental texts which crear-
societal order: Religion and Law. and
women's access to both religion and law in
theocracies is billed as a sacrilegious act
The whole debate about women's rights in
Islam for example, is centred around the

vista de yoy
?:. Mujeres

privilege of law-making which, in the case
of women, is synonymous with the
interpretation of the Quran, of the religious
texts. Whoever has the power to interpret
religious texts has the power to write the
laws. It is evident in theocracies, be thev
Muslim or Catholic or Hindu or Confu-
cian, that texts both legal and religious, are
against women because women are
excluded from the act of conceiving of the
text, the act of writing.

Women have been, and still are,
oppressed because they have not gained
access to the most significant act of
privilege making: writing the world for oth-
ers: it can be in writing religion, interpret-
ing the sacred texts, or writing advertising
(interpreting sexual identity, defining femi-
ninity, etc.). Writing advertising scripts for
the American television and film industries
is the equivalent of interpreting religious
texts in theocracies such as Pakistan or
Morocco; and if our image in both media
advertising or religious ordering of the
world is what it is today, it is because we
women are not allowed to exercise that
power. And any one of us trying to do so.
is shaking the foundations of the unjust
orders.

Writing is always about power: you

22 Connexions 17-18 Summer/Fall 1985

:  Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

need not be writing about religion or
advertising for modern media, to shake the
foundations of power. A tiny little poem
can transform reality and give you what
power is about: that fechng in your
stomach which makes you forget about the
danger of dissidence, which gives you the
courage 10 resist.

Feminist Publishing

Without exception, feminist publish-
ing has come about as a result of, and in
response 10, women's growing conscious-
ness regarding themselves and their status
in socicty, and—again without exception—
the symbiosis between the women's move-
ment and the literature it has produced has
radicalised and energised both.

In the Third World, this
phenomenon is so new, that the attempt of
this panel will be first to articulate it, then
look at examples as they exist in different
regions of the Third World, and finally,
explore the directions it can take in the
future. Case studies and overviews from all
regions will form the basis of discussion,
and serve as examples of successful initia-
tives.

More important sometimes than the
answers one arrives at in such an enquiry,
are the questions one poses. Is the political
content of feminist publishing more evi-
dent in the Third World? Can one say that
the link between the content and defining
one’s identity as a Third World woman is
more apparent? What are the dynamics
between feminist writers and theoreticians
and feminist publishing? Is the writing pri-
marily political or can it be political and
creative?

Given that the link between feminist
publishing and the women’s movement is
indisputable, it might be appropriate here
to see how the movement in the Third
World differs from that in the West: what
are its primary concerns? What are the
issues? Equally, what are its values and
priorities? Is there a qualitative difference
between feminism here and in the West,
and if so, how does it influence the pub-

Panelists for the workshop Feminist Publishing in the Third World.

lishing, both in its nature and content?

. The controversial (and convenient)
notion of the subject matter of women's
writing has been revolutionised by feminist
publishing: women's concerns are now seen
as “central” rather than “peripheral,”
integral to the content of feminist publish-
Ing. Again, one might ask: can such writing
take a different path in the Third World?
Need it always be separatist? Can it, for
cxamplc_, listen to men talking, sharing,
responding to the women’s movement?
Can this legitimately be part of its scope?
Are there, in fact, “legitimate” and “illegi-
timate” subjects? Are the poor a valid sub-
Ject and the elite not? In First World
feminist publishing there has been tremen-
dpus guilt about “middle-class” preoccupa-
tions, backgrounds, lifestyles. Should Third
World writers fall into a similar trap?
Should we not resist class guilt and refuse
to be marginalised? Should we not chal-
lenge all rules that tell us what is forbidden
and what sanctioned?

While being always alert to the pit-
falls of self-censorship in the choice of sub-
ject matter, one must be equally vigilant
about the overt censorship that is prevalent
in many societies, where the objective is to
silence dissent, muzzle enquiry and negate
the expression that either runs counter to
the dominant ideology or seeks to expose

Ins Wencimaan

it. Examples of these abound. The chal-
lenge of feminist publishing is twofold: for
the writer, the very real danger of being
jailed, for the publisher, insolvency as a
result of published material being banned
or proscribed.

The panel seeks to broaden its base
by considering those women who are
engaged in publishing and promoting
women's writing, but from within the
mainstream. Is the decision to operate in
this manner a deliberate one? What is the
relationship between a feminist writer and
her mainstream publisher; between a Third
World writer and her First World (alb_eit
feminist) publisher? What are the dynamics
here? The choices or alternatives? Are there
any?

y An attempt will be made here to ini-
tiate a dialogue between First and Third
World writers and publishers to see
whether a publishing strategy can be
evolved between them and whether femin-
ist values can provide the modus operandi
that has long eluded mainstream attempts
at doing so. Successful attempts at South-
South and North-South collaboration can
serve as examples. O

[See next page for quotes from workshop
panelists.]

Women’s media networks

. Allthe servicesrun with ateam that developing alternative
Unless women develop their ¢ correspondents who are paid media for women has not been

by Eunice Mathu

They

issues available to them.
have also made jour-

For further information contact:

own alternative media, the ejther on a monthly basis or per easy, but at least has raised an nalists, particularly female jour- ® Unidad de Comunicacion Alter-
dominant established media feature contributed. The features awareness of tshgd péetss"mrg :le.sl;::s"b"ﬁm' a\:}:redol;. thehé nativa de la Mujer, Mujer, Casilla
wi in to reflect cover a variety of issues affecting womens’ issues. Said Esteller: ibility in the destiny o : ’
w:)lrile;?sn t;o:i:l politiceal women such as health systems, Miniques of Depthnews, “there is women, increased the flow of 16-637, Correo 9, Sa"flago- Chile.
emotional. seenal and olhe; legal. political. education oppor- a great demand for our features in alternative information for and ® Depthnews WomensFeaMes.
roblems and concerns with a ‘unities. working _conditions, the Asian region and the women's about women at regional and Box 1843, Manila, Philippines.
p ) i < cultural battles and many others. features have the highest pick-up international level, and also ¢ Cgribbean Women's Features
lot of bias, hence leaving “"G e of the services have other rate by the clients of the Press organized women to exert Service, WAND, Extra Mural
many of the world’s women Jines of publications such as Trust of India under whose pressure on their local media to S€/ViCe: h BXtng JAun
ignorant of the causes which ~Muyjer”, ‘the monthly 30-page auspicies Depthnews operates.”  change the images of women. Department, University of the
have led to their present con- bulletin of the Womens' Alter- n .the effectiveness of the Networking amongst the West Indies, Bridgetown, Barba-
diion, paive Miedia Uit nd Afican etk Adrign San Coy of alteraaive media’ s alse dos

1 ions w wn Women Link, the quarterly A A ye discussed and the . bhitres . . .

W{ ':,‘f: :‘;ﬂff}i’,;non f{f-oe,',f,n-?. development newsletter of the of Latin America said, “'Our of ¢xchanging &mumpt}t:m oo Media Women in Africa
alternative media networks~ Media Women in Africa Features articles are reprinted in nearly 40" region ta another, as this would Features Service, Box 50795,
organized by the International S'Riif"h i B punbiI:::lro::'m '"";‘5‘“""5';2 help create an awareness 0{1 what Nairobi, Kenya.

y ' Tri the panellists gave the m 4 : ' 0 W n over i :
‘lﬂ';',‘",‘fa,,ﬂf,’:"}fo,f "\‘;{:m::,‘-‘i backgrounds of their media programmes report the use of our ::,e .mlndl.ng};nwe:?:.e ﬁ:wncial ¢ Aj"q"m’:;’”ldeé‘ hof"”‘_o’mfues
Alternative Media Unit of Latin Detworks and it was apparent materials.” 55 constraints were seen as the Africaines de la Communication,
America; Media Women in Africe that all of them started within " In spite of the odds and limitéd 1 oi"4rawhack to this kind of BP 4234, Dakar, Senegal.
Features Service: Depthnews this decade and through efforts of resources available to women's oy yorking. Already, some of ® International Women's Tribune
Features Service of Asia; Carib- UNESCO, who, although they do media, the mechanism they have 1, “regional ‘networks services Centre, 777 UN Plaza, New York,

: y Service Ot fund these networks any already created is one that helps :
:,:]n A‘L‘:,::?.;,,Fglsm;:o;::‘:;‘ more, were instrumental in their existing efforts reach further, exchange their features. NY 10017.

lies Alricaines . establishment in the late 70s and maximizing the space in the
Xr:.ux:i;ax?«‘.:(t;lfn?mzih-l:peSl?iI:g early 80s. . mainstream media and making
West Africa. It was clear from the panellists high quality articles on women's
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Quotes from Workshop Panelists

L1 of e $0ngs that | have are in fact not mine. They have emerged from
our ovesmert, they have emerged from our discussion groups, they have
srmrgad a1 the time of crisis Al | have done is to just sketch what is in the air
when all of us are together

The words e foating in the arr, the spirit is floating and it's just this
which has besn put together and put to folk tunes. In that sense all of these
songs are sorgs of all of us wherever we are.

We resd 1o question this whole notion of authorship. You give me the
words, you give me the feelings and | put my name on it. Is that right? And
~ why do | continue 1 do this? I think we need to challenge this. We need fo ask
ourselves if our values are going to be any different, or is the capitahst’value,
the free market, going to define for us the rules of authorship or copyright or
whatever. | do not believe in it. | think we need to create new (ules, new km;{s
of authorship and we need to move away from “this is mine because it's
mine!” It's all a product of the group, of the air which | breathe, and that air is

B . Kamla Bhasin, Action for Development, Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

The poetry of women is taken as a diary, not a creative process; and
there lies the universal problem. Any woman who is writing anywhere is never
taken senously 85 a writer of the times but as a writer of personal history.

The women writers before me used the male gender as their perspective
when writing poetry just like the male writers. When | started using the female
gender, people said that what | wrote could not be poetry. The female gender
fin the first-person] has rarely been used in Urdu, Persian or Arabic poetry. If it
was ever used, it was by Hansa in the pre-Mohammad period and she used it
in poetry expressing love for her children and her father, not to describe physi-
cal love.

In 1960, when | started writing poetry, | addressed it to women. Tradition-
ally, ghazal [love poeltry] is written by men and addressed to women. The gen-
eral reaction to my poetry in all the newspapers, literary magazines and media
was: “‘She cannot write ghazal just because ghazal means ‘to speak to women.’
She is @ woman. How can she talk to herself?"’

— Kishwar Naheed, Pakistani poet and author

Women's ACTIO
N
FoRum (National) Lahoyq
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We have benefited from the developments in Western feminist theory and
analysis. Their debates have had meaning for us. For example, the Marx/st
feminist analysis describing the relationship between class and patriarchy,

Qmﬁ between production and reproduction and between ideology and economic
base are relevant. But at the same time, | think we recognize that feminist
theorizing in the First World is done in the particular context of advanced capi-
talism, of a highly industrialized urban society. Women in the First World fail to

AP recognize the relationship of imperialism and colonization in their theoretical
=T ik writings. This is, therefore, one of the challenges to feminist writing in the Third

e T e ren e e 1985

World—to take account of our particular situation and to make links.

— Bina Agarwar, Indian feminist

Women’s Tribune Centre, 777 UN Pla:za,
New York, NY 10017.

e See ‘“Resources,” pages 62-64 for

Contact:
addresses of participating publications.

o Kali Press for Women, N-84 Panchshila

Park, New Delhi 110017, India. Upcoming
titles Cross-Cultural  Perspectives on
Women, Religion and Social Change edited
by Diana L. Ecks and Devaki Jain; and
Truth-Tales, contemporary writing by
Indian women.

o Simorgh Women’s Resource and Publica-
tion Centre, 19-B White House Lane,
Sunderdas Road, Lahore, Pakistan.

o Zimbabwe Publishing House, Women of
Africa Series, Box BW-350, Harare, Zim-
babwe.

Further Readings:

o Connexions #16, Media: Getting to
Women, Spring 1985.

o Connexions #13, Women's Words, Sum-
mer 1984,

o The Tribune #14, Women and Media,
First Quarter 1981 and The Tribune #23,
Women and Media 2, Second Quarter
1983, women and development quarterly in
English  and  Spanish,  International

o Quest, Communication and Control, vol.
I, #2, Fall 1976.

o Isis WICCE: Womens World #2
Women Transform Media, 1984.

o Isis International, Women and Media:
Analysis, Alternatives and Action, #2, 1985.
¢ Rolling Our Own: Women as Printers,
Publishers and Distributors, Eileen Cad-
man, Gail Chester and Agnes Pivot, Minor-
ity Press Group, 1981, London.
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The One Trillion Dollar Question

In 1974 the UN, recognizing the need
for a restructuring of the global economy in
order to eliminate the economic causes that
threaten world peace, called for a New
International Economic Order (NIEO).
When Luis Echeverria, then president of
Mexico, opened the first UN Women's
Conference in Mexico City a year later, he
stressed that the NIEO was a precondition
for improving the status of women in the

Third World. For without a fundamental
change in the economic disparity between
the Third World and industrialized nations,
and the conditions that create this disparity,
the goals of the Decade for Women—peace,
equality and development—are unattainable,

The global economic crisis and a call
for a new international economic order were
the focus of a number of workshops at the
Forum. Women around the world have
borne the brunt of the world’s worsening
economy a&s unemployment rises and the
standard of living declines. For women of
the Third World, this crisis is heightened
by the the increasing debts owed to interna-
tional lending agencies such as the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank.

Based in Washington,D.C., the World
Bank and the IMF work closely together,
even sharing board - members. Although
there are 143 member nations in the IMF,
control is maintained primarily by the US,
with Great Britain, West Germany and
Japan exercising a strong influence. Voting
power is determined by each country’s
investment in the bank. These two institu-
tions have been instrumental in implement-
ing economic and developmental policies
that have favorably served transnational cor-
porations, but have generally had a negative
impact on Third World countries.

Today, many of the countries who
have been targets of these policies are
finding that they cannot possibly pay back
these loans. Decisions concerning the
repayment of foreign debts is a central issue
for many Third World nations. A recent
conference in Cuba included 1200 represen-
tatives from Latin America and the Carib-
bean who came together to discuss a
regional strategy for not paying back their
debts. The conditions that are stimulating
these discussions are being felt more and
more by the industrialized nations. As
domestic lending institutions fold and cor-
porations move their plants to countries that
provide cheaper labor, women in the indus-
trialized countries are beginning to discuss
the need for global economic redistribution,

"If the colonizers had to give us back everything that
they took unjustly over time, their present economy
would crumble.”

PEKKA PAAKKO
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Since the NIEQ was declased, ths

For Latin America, the debt is more 1hag
S)w billion, with $37 billion w0 irserear |
By investing in developiog counisics e
INCs do not lose one tent. On the con
jrary, they proft quite quickly, because for
every dollar they invest, they get more thay,
thive I retum. Who then 15 helping
ahom”
Furthermore, what we import from
the industriglized countries cosis ©s g
disproportionate amount compared 10 whas
we reeorve for the mw matenals end agn.
celtunal goods we sell  The prices of our
or fall, whereas the prices of
the products we import nse withoul rnd
Thus, as President Fidel Castro saud. of i
1961, 200 tons of bananas could buy a
bulidoser, in 1985 it takes 8OO tons. Asad

. (hats trwe for all our countries. Thas

means that we must work four times

| harder in order o have the same standard

of living es in 1961, To apsravate things,
populstions have drasically grown and
many countries have suffered catastrophes
such as floods and droughts.

The following article  prescots e pontenn By It is the law of masimum profit that
’m .—W’m publicaty Mb‘«':u:munm ::u is .: pushes certain governments and the the
Jato of Madagascar and Parvatl Krishaan of  iterestod in disseminating it. lo effect, of  leadens of the THOS 10 prevent 3 s 5
ladia & worksbap eucided “Women and  (he colonirers bad to pive us back every-  mentation of the NIEO. What does u
gy con-  thing that they took usjustly over time, mmtommmttplhennm arld 2
"."‘; M‘M\h’ .“MC ‘ho'm"'  The their present coonomy would crumble. If, child dies every two minutes or !ha'!
e m.dNu El Sediq in addition, we asked them for interest on  POVErY kills as much as wars do? What's
o ’.:‘MI Alda Concha from !¢ capital that they utidized, it is they who important for them is (hat they themselves

live well,

We call, therefore, for the solidarits

Rebantsvololana Razafindraketobasing of our sism!s‘k!ivin; n le:hwumncs,

W, Just as you witiatives 1n the struggle

,u&h-::lbhm-tdlhc 0-:“! for pesce, why don’t you take part an the

s‘. o dell - |D|.| ,"""',. “.‘Iw' -uh.. Her fight for development? You do marches for

paper was tramsisted from the Freach by peace, you make human chains of friend-

Connaxions sch‘p. you have camps such as Greenham
ommon.

i IT:"N:E‘(: :‘m ‘i‘o 9‘“‘":‘ ~ And for development? Out of friend-

e 'ummm ty of the mmmmthé ship or chanity, you can find old clothing

o m|m'q"‘l‘d Ml ey § and surplus food to send us, Bul you need

nght of cach country to adopt the .24 A A0 & R 005 govers-

’ ments (o institule 38 more just and equit-

soquisiion of temitonies, interference in
the domestic alfairs of other states, and the
cconomic  or  political  coercion th;l

level, we have witnessed a lot of destruc-
tion and suffering during this Decade.

The presently developing countnes
have all, at some tlime, been colonized
countries. With the end of the colonial era,
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would be bankrupt and not us, the
“developing countnies.™ The so-called aid
that our former colonizers give us is far

sble cconomic order so that the cbjectives
of the Decade of Women can someday be
reached.

Parvati Krishaan is In the leadership
of the World Federation of Trade Unions
and is an active member of the Indian
branch of the Non-Aligned Movement.

Since World War 11, a whole series of
countries have attained therr polincal
independence. But the clock scems to have
been tumed back. The Western countnies
are endeavoring to bring those countries
back under their political leadersiup
through economic control. Because of the

many of these countri he less than the amount they took from us. armaments race, because of the mad globa!
left ywm; a legacy r}.?,:o:]:?m‘mon:d ::; After World War [I, Germany was  strategy that is being followed by the
bunger, illiteracy and semi-literacy, sick-  obliged 10 pay damages to countrics devas-  Reagan Administration, developing coun-

ness and premature death,

Colonization did not bring civiliza-
tion. On the contrary, it degraded and
cxhausted the land’s nstural resources as
well as the cultures of many of the colon-
ized people. This is why one of the most
important principles of the NIEO is the
right of colonized and formerly colonized
countries 10 obtain restitution and compen-
sation from the former occupants for the
exploitation of their natural resources.

tated by the Nazis. Why shouldn’t we also
be repaid for our losses during coloniza-
tion? We should not speak of aid but of
restitution. They are the debtors,

This year, 1985, the foreign debt of
the developing countrics rose to the astro-
nomic sum of one trillion dollars. For the
countries of Africa south of the Sahara, the
debt was $60 billion in 1970, Today, in
1985, it has reached $150 billion, with $15
billion in interest to be paid cach year.

tries are being forced to spend money on
their own defense budgets which would be
more wisely spent on development.
Developing countries are spending 6% of
their budget on defense and only 1.9% ca
development work, So you can see how
important it is for us to understand that
the issue of the New International
Economic Order and the issue of disarma-
ment and peace are very closely inter-
linked. But this is not just a question of
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moncey; it is a question of developing coun-
tries being allowed to develop the way they
see fit.

Under the present international
economic system, most Third World coun-
trics are suffering from dwindling export
incomes, worsening trade terms and grow-
ing balance of payment deficits. From
1970-78, the outflow of funds from
developing countrics in the form of interest
and profits that were being repatriated by
the TNCs amounted to $120,000 million.
In 1980, the foreign debt of all these coun-
trics reached the cnormous sum of
$400,000 million. Today the financing of
the debt and the repayment or repatriation
of profits is fivefold the original loan or
aid. These developing countries are getting
robbed by the World Bank; the IMF and
the other commercial financial institutions.

The people who suffer most are
women. Today, 570 million women are liv-
ing in conditions of grinding poverty, mal-
nutrition, disease and with no protected
water supplies. So you can imagine the
magnitude of the problem.

The Seventh Summit of the Non-
Aligned Countries which was held in Delhi
in March last year [1984], took up the
matter of the NIEO. But what has hap-
pened, I'm sorry to say, is that except for
some organizations like the World Federa-
tion of Trade Unions [WFTU], the major-
ity talked about a New International
Economic Order without understanding
what it’s all about. The bourgeoisie in
those countries think it means that they’ll
be able to share profits or that there will be
an increase in investments by transnational
corporations in their countries which will
somehow benefit them. Nevertheless, when
a TNC in France closes down its concerns
and shifts everything to Malaysia or India
because labor is cheaper, we continue to
pay the same price for the finished product
even though the workers are paid less.
Meanwhile, thousands of workers in France
are jobless. So we don’t consider the NIEO

to mean that a TNC can set up its con-
cerns at the cost of the French or the
American workers.

A Jamaican handicrafts factory.

We understand the  difference
between aid that comes 1o us on the basis
of equitable terms—aid that is given to help
us to develop and progress—and aid which
is there for mere profit-making. )

Question and Comments

A WOMAN FROM BRITAIN: One of the
solutions of the New International
Economic Order is th¢ non-payment of
debts by the Third World. I passionately
sympathize with the problems of the Third
World but what I'm worried about is that I
haven't heard a single constructive propo-
sal of how it can be done without bringing
the rest of the world into poverty too,
because the non-payment of those debts or
the interest on them will result in the col-
lapse of the international monetary system.
Now you might say, “Great! The collapse
of the international monetary system
wquld be fine and would bring about revo-
lution,” [laughter and cheers from the
crowd], but I'm worried that it can’t be
done at this moment. So are there any con-
structive proposals to prevent the chaos
that will result?

ANDRIAMANJATO: For every dollar
invested in our country, a profit of $3.00 is
realized. They have already been repaid
threefold. So we don’t need to pay them
back.

Just as you
take initiatives in
the struggle for
peace,
why don’t you
take part in the
fight for
development.
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A WOMAN FROM BRAZIL: The indus-
trialized countries should take the money
that they would use in armaments and give
it to the banks to pay them back.

PARVATI KRISHNAN: Don't forget that
bank propaganda is very strong. Even
some wings of the trade union movement
argue against disarmament which they say
will create unemployment. This is exactly
the type of propaganda that is used against
us.

A WOMAN FROM THE ASSOCIATION
OF NEW FILIPINAS: Actually if only 10%
of the money spent on armaments by the
Western countries would be paid back to
the banks, their economies would grow
even more.

A WOMAN FROM CANADA: If the
world monetary system collapses from the
non-payment of the debts, I say, “Viva la
collapse!” [laughter and applause] It’s not
the people of the developing world who are
causing the collapse. It’s the economic poli-
cies of the developed countries and there’s
already an economic crisis there.

A WOMAN FROM CUBA: What shocks
me is the talk of chaos when in Latin
America, 15 million children die each year,
there is a threat of nuclear holocaust, and
for 27 years we have suffered under a
blockade from the US, and the US is now
doing the same thing to Nicaragua. So 'm
wondering what you mean by chaos when
the developed countries have already
created a situation of chaos in our coun-
tries. O

Further Readings:

e From Dependency to Development
edited by H. Munioz, 1981.

e “Throwing Of the Silken Chains: an
Interview with Paulo Nyerere,” South,
August 1984.

e “The North-South Dialogue Revisited:
Some Personal Reflections,” by I. Fishihata,
Third World Quarterly, July 1983.

e “Pointers to the Eighties: UNCTAD in
Belgrade” by F. Claremonte, Raw Materials
Report, Vol.2, No.3.

o “Trumping the Third World” by Feder-
man, South, March 1982.

e “The Remaking of Africa: African
Partners in Development” by G. Alagiah,
South, December 1984.
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‘The Wages for Housework Campalgn
has been organizing since 1972 for recogni-
tion and compensation for houseworkers
worldwide. At the 1980 NGO Conference
in Copenhagen, they raised the fssue of
housework being economically uncompen-
sated labor and soon sfier launched a peti-
tion campaign to get all women's work
included in the Gross National Product
(GNP).

Faced with the regulation that only
registered NGOs and media are allowed to
enter the officlal UN Women's Decade
Conference, Wages for Housework formed
the NGO, Housewives In Dialogue. They
were then able to attend the Preparatory
Commission meeting held In Vienna in
March 1985. There they proposed an
amendment (0 a  paragraph concerning
women's labor in the document, Foward-
Looking Strategies. They spent the next
few months lobbying, so that by the time
the amendment was presenied by a delegate
from Sierra Leone at the Nalrobi Confer-
ence, it was passed with no objections.

(Compiled from a Wages for Housework
press release, July 19, 1985 and Wages for
Housework International Campaign Jour-
nal, Summer, 1985.)

A VICTORY FOR WOMEN

On July I8 at the UN World
Government Conference in Nairobi, the
International Wages for Housework Cam-
paign won a major victory, Governments
in committee agreed to include all women's
work, paid and unpaid, in the Gross
National Product of every country. The
GNP is supposed to be the total value of
goods and services produced, but up to
now it has only included goods and ser-
vices exchanged for money. Women's
unwaged work, which is estimated in some
countries to produce as much as 50% of the
GNP, has been left out.

The governments in committee
agreed to amend Paragraph 120 of the For-
ward Looking Strategies document which
the conference is considering. It now
reads:

The remunecrated and, in particular,
unremunerated  contributions of
women to all aspects and sectors of
development should be recognized,
and appropriate efforts should be
made to measure and reflect these
contributions in national accounts
and economic statistics, and in the
Gross National Product. Concrete
steps should be taken to quantify the
unremunerated  contribution  of
women to food and agricultural pro-
duction, reproduction and houschold
activities.
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This victory is the result of massive
pressure from the women gathered in
Nairobi, and from women who bave raised
this issue in every country of the world. It
will mean that women everywhere will be
better able to pressure their government to
recognise women's contribution and there-
fore 1o recognise the justice of all our
demands.

The Wages for Housework campaign
has made available in a dozen languages a
Women Count~Count Women's Work
petition that will be used to ensure that
governments implement the resolution
passed in Nairobi,

A one-day work stoppage by the
women of the world has also been called.
The day is set for October 24, which coin-
cides with the 10th anniversary of Ice-
landic women's general strike. Icelandic
women marked the beginning of the UN
Women's Decade by demonstrating that
when women stop work, everything stops.

A PETITION
FOR ALL WOMEN
TO ALL GOVERNMENTS

WHEREAS women do 2/3 of the world’s
work, we receive only 5% of the world's
income and own less than 1% of the
world's assets;

WHEREAS women are the poorer sex, and
Black and Third World women are the
poorest of all, and the poorer we are the
more work we are forced to do;
WHEREAS women produce all the work-
ers of the world, yet this is not considered
work and we are not considered workers;
WHEREAS women, with the help of chil-
dren, grow at least 1/2 of the world’s food,
yet we are denied the right to the technol-
ogy of our choice;

WHEREAS women do the work of caring
for children, we are often threatened with
the loss of child custody;

WHEREAS most of the work women do is
invisible and unpaid, and any welfare, pen-
sions, benefits or services we receive are

considered not a right, not a wage, but a
chanty;

WHEREAS despite our enormous contri-
bution and despite lip service to women's
equality, women everywhere are denied
equal pay, occupational safety, health,
housing, education, information, childcare,
birthing conditions and birth control of gur
choice, in other words all basic human
nghts;

WHEREAS there is no peace as long as
people anywhere, beginning with women
and children, are struggling to survive the
holocaust of overwork, ecological devasta-
tion and famine;

WHEREAS because of women’s pressure
internationally, the United Nations has
called on all governments to count “the
contribution of the unpaid work that
women do in the farms, at home and in
other fields" (UN Decade for Women Drafi
Programme of Action, 1980);

THEREFORE, we petition every govern-
ment to count the contribution to the econ-
omy of all women's work, so that it 1s
recognized and reflected in every Gross
National Product. O

(Reprinted by permission. Copyright Inter-
national Wages for Housework Campaign.)

Contact:

e Wages for Housework Campaign, P.O
Box 14512, San Francisco, CA, 94114, USA
or c/o Kings Cross Women's Centre, Box
297, London NW6 5QU, England.

Further Readings:

e All Work and No Pay—Women, House-
work and the Wages Due, edited by Wendy
Edmond and Suzie Fleming.

e The Power of Women and the Subver-
sion of the Community, by Selma James
with Mariarosa Dalla Costa.

Both available through Falling Wall Press,
75 West St., Old Market, Bristol BS20XB,
England or any Wages for Housework
office.
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The following are excerpts from a
workshop facilitated by. the World Council
of Churches entitled “Women Organizing in
Transnational Companies.” TNCs play a

role in the world economy, directly
affecting women as workers, consumers, or

. Today it is widely acknowledged
that TNCs bave had an adverse effect on

t policies as well as on the qual-
ity of life in general. This workshop was
not only to discuss the problems
cansed by TNCs, but to develop strategies
in against them. The article
begins with a paper presented by Theresa
Chimanbe of Zimbabwe, and concludes with
comments from the audience.

I wish to discuss the role of transna-
tional corporations [TNC] in the develop-
ment process in Africa: how they have
affected women, and how women can

ize to fight against the negative effects
of TNC-related development.

First of all, I would like to define the
term “transnational corporation” [which is
the same as “multinational corporation”).
In a report entitled “The Impact of Multi-
national Corporations on Development and
on International Relations,” a United
Nations group of “eminent persons”
defines TNCs as “those enterprises which
own or control production or service facili-
ties outside the country in which they are
based. Such enterprises are not always
incorporated or private: they can also be
cooperatives or state-owned entities.” This
is the definition which I adopt throughout
my paper.

In the early 1970s, there was growing
concen and misgivings felt about the
impact of TNCs on the political, economic,
social and cultural aspects of society. Since
then, the notion of TNCs as agents of
growth has increasingly been questioned.

Now, in analyzing the development
potential of TNCs, I think one needs to ask
if the very nature of TNCs—that is that
they are foreign-owned and controlled,
profit-oriented, dependent on the use of
capital-intensive methods of production
and promote export-oriented growth—is
consistent with the development goals of
African countries.

And as Africans, what are our
development goals? They include the
attainment of growth with more equitable
distribution of wealth, creation of employ-
ment, and elimination of balance of pay-
ment deficits. In short, it seems to me there
is a fundamental conflict between the
objectives of TNCs and the developing
countries in Africa.

The first argument in favor of TNCs
is that they supplement a nation’s resources
by providing vital foreign exchange.
Secondly, they help to fill the country’s
deficiency in management, entreprencur-
ship, technology and other skills. Thirdly,
they provide vital contact between local
managers and overseas companies. And
fourthly, they transfer sophisticated tech-
nology, machinery, and equipment to
capital-poor countries.

Based on these arguments, govern-
ments are urged 1o provide TNCs with the
necessary incentives, such as cheap labor,
tax holidays, ynlimited exportation of
profits, removal of any forms of forcign
exchange controls, and so on. Africa’s
experience shows that these arguments
don't hold any water.

The main criticisms of TNCs are
that they tend to benefit much more from
the developing country than the developing
country benefits from the TNC. The tax
concessions, for instance, mean that a gain
In government revenue is greatly mini-
mized, The exportation of profit means
that a country is deprived of potential sur-
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A Conflict of Interest__

pluses which should be reinvested within
the country.

Secondly, TNCs promote as uncven
pattern of development and worsen the
rural/urban imbalance as they acquire new
tracts of land by dispossessing the peasan-
try. Also, in reality, few people gain
employment because of the use of capial-
intensive technology.

The types of goods that TNCs pro-
duce are not necessanly in keeping with
the immediale needs and requirements of
African countries. They produce luxury
goods for the small wealthy minority and
mvest 1 hotels when there are slums
everywhere,

In Africa TNCs are ncreasingly
becoming associated with injustice, exploi-
tation, pollution, social differenuiation and
waste. They have dictated 10 us, and have
enmeshed us in a web of undesirable and

" dependent development, which is based on

outward-looking export-led growth. Conse-
quently, Afnica bas faled to evolve a
development strategy of its own. The
monopoly advantages TNCs have, in fact,
killed local imports and instiatives. How-
ever, despite the negative impact of the
TNCs, African governments are iaviling
more and more of them 1o Africa in the
belief that they will answer development
needs.

As in the colomal era, they have
taken huge tracts of land, forcing landless
Africans 10 work for low wages on agricul-
tural plantations. TNCs have also
exploited minerals as Africans supplied the
labor at again very low wages. TNCs have
also created and maintained a large labor
reserve, so that the system of low wages
can be perpetuated.

Although most of this was under-
taken duning the colonial era, in Afnca
today, the pattern of land ownership has
hardly changed. No major land reforms
have taken place. In Zimbabwe, where [
come from, we were colonized by the Bnit-
ish. The British South Afnca Company in
1890 came and allocated land to the
settlers, pushing the African peasants into
very dry areas. The whole proletanianiza-
tion process was undertaken through land
confiscaion. The colomal regime also
passed laws in alliance with the settlers. |
would say that this was the trend in many
African countries.

Women have suffered most in this
situation because when they were forced to
work on the farms, they were in most cases
given lower wages than the men. This is
still the trend in most African countries. In
my country, the government has legislated
equal pay for equal work, so this
discrepancy has been resolved.

These land alienation policies forced
the men to go work in the mines while
women stayed in the rural areas. Then the
mine owners would justify paying the men
low wages by arguing that the women were
supporting their husbands by sending food.
So, I think women played a significant role
in the whole accumulation process in
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Africa, because they were subcidizitg the
low wapes of their hushands in the mines

Other problems which have oocurred
in a 1ot of African countries sre balance of
payment difficultics a8 a8 result of TNCs
importing products which conld actually be
produced locally, This lack of financial
resources has resulted in substantial cuts in
social services, such as health care and edu-
cation. Women have been seriously affected
by this.

1 would like 10 specifically mention
the situation of the Southern African
region. Today this region can rightly be
referred 10 @8 the heart of TNC activity,
with South Africa as the headquarters.
TNCs are in all sectors of that economy—
in agriculture, mining, manufacturing and
banking. Here again you find that land alie-
nation policies, discriminatory credit poli-

cies of international financial institutions, 4

and low wages have resulted in the poverty
of millions. South Africa, 1 wish to
emphasize, is one of the most glaring
examples of how amoral and inhuman
TNCs can be in their unbridled greed for
profit. They continue to operate and sup-
port the oppressive racist Pretoria regime
in defiance of the better part of millions of
Black South Africans. The Botha regime
offers attractive investment terms, such as
low wages, anti-union legislation and
homeland policies, at the expense of the
majority of Blacks in South Africa.

In cases where governments have
passed legislation to control TNCs, what
has happened is that the TNCs have sim-
ply moved on. In Zimbabwe, the introduc-
tion of 2 minimum wage and the control of
foreign exchange has caused TNCs to close
down and move on to Botswana where
wages are lower and incentives are higher.

To conclude, I briefly want to men-
tion some strategies that we, as women,
can adopt. We need to understand the
complex situation, to identify the negative
effects of TNCs. Women, through trade
unions or other mass organizations, should
press their governments to pass laws to
change these practices or, if they can, go on
strike against low wages. In this vein, I
would like to say there is a need for more
support for a withdrawal of investments
from South Africa. Women in countries
outside Africa can play an important role
by lobbying their governments. Many peo-
ple say that this will affect the masses of
Black people, but I have heard people from
the ANC say that it is better to suffer tem-
porarily and have independence and free-
dom, than to suffer eternally under the
apartheid system.

e

The following section is excerpred from the
last part of the workshop in which strategies
and sugeestions were presented by various
women as to how to change the destructive
role of TNCs throughout the world.

A WOMAN FROM THE U.S.: My sugges-
tions are that the conference take some
position on TNCs in terms of restrictions
and regulations, if that is possible. The
other areas 1 thought of are in establishing
some fixed work-day and work-week
lengths, minimum wage, overtime, percen-
tages of profits, restrictions and penalties
on runaway shops, [companies that pull
their business out of one country to set it
up in another where labor is cheaper].
health and safety regulations, and rights to
union organizing.

THE FACILITATOR: In keeping with
these suggestions, you know that there is
the International Labor Organization
(ILO). They meet regularly, and recom-
mendations are written each year. What
most of us could do to help the situation is
to go back to our respective countries and
try to lobby to get them to ratify these
recommendations. We might sign them,
but unless we have them ratified, they do
not form a part of the laws of the country
and therefore, cannot be enforced.

A SPEAKER FROM THE FLOOR: With
regards to the ILO, what is important to
remember is that its delegations are com-
posed of representatives of workers,
employers and governments. I have been
there twice and I can say to you that the
absence of women is evident. I would think
that one of the strategies would be that
women push to be members of the delega-
tions. Also, that women go to these con-
ventions, because the TNCs are all there
lobbying.

A WOMAN FROM KENYA
CURRENTLY LIVING IN THE U.S.: One
thing I would like to mention is that the
TNCs in the U.S., or even in Europe, do
not stay there because the people demand
high wages. So they move to the developing
countries and that’s how exploitation has
continued. They are the new imperialists
and the people who are the victims are
women and the children. So at this point,
in time it is very important that women
work together and fight the TNCs. I think
if we do it together, we can win, but if we
do it individually, I think we will be sin-
gled out and will be punished for it.
Looking at the African situation,
women have always been in business, but
nowadays they work for TNCs earning less
money and sacrificing their health, African
women should resume their normal tradi-
tional business ways instead of working for
TNCs. Look at what these corporations
have done, Things that were once produced

by women are now being produced by
TNCs at the expense of women and chf.
dren. Women must look at this critical]y.
they can make more¢ moncy from selling,
these things themselves, 'm sure that
Kenya if women stopped working in the
pineapple industry, or the coconut induys.
try, and started selling bananas on the siq,
of the road, they would be better off tha,
working for these corporations where the,
cannot take their children. These womep
could breastfeed their children and sey
their bananas, or whatever they have, anq
still take care of their families,

[ am highly opposed to this quies
submission to the corporations. At the
same time we are losing our own culture
our own identity to these corporations and
giving them power. I think that educated
women all over the world should help edu-
cate the rural women, get them informa-
tion on how to do things, how to manage
the little products we have. That is what
the people need. We have responsibilities
to each other as women. We have to work
together. We can’t leave women in the U.S.
and Europe out of this; we can work
together with them.

A WOMAN FROM BARBADOS: I recog-
nize what you’re saying, that women have
to be able to market their own products.
But the reality is that we don’t control the
markets. I look at the Caribbean, at the
bandna industry, which is controlled by
Gist, a British multinational corporation. [
have discussed with the people in the
banana association why we can’t just sell
our bananas ourselves. But we don’t have
the ships. If the people do not sell to Gist
and if we do not sell to the companies that
own the ships, we don’t sell to Europe. The
TNCs would just say, “Don’t buy their
bananas. If they don’t come to us, don’t
buy their bananas.” How do we sell our
goods in the bigger countries, which are the
mainstay of some of our economies in the
Caribbean, if we do not have the market?
That is the critical issue which we have to
confront.

A WOMAN FROM KENYA RESPOND-
ING: I think this is a good point. What I
was trying to say is that we cannot isolate
ourselves. If, as in your situation in the
banana industry, the women refuse to go to
work for the corporation, and if the women
iq Europe and the U.S. decide to work
with you as a group on this, 'm sure there
is a way. The problem is, though, if some
women refuse to work, there will be other
women willing to do the job. That’s where
we have failed. But that’s where network-
ing comes in. The people who buy these
products after all are usually women. And
if women say no more for Dole, no more
for this, I'm sure we can win. But we have
to be committed to do it if it is to succeed.

A WOMAN FROM FINLAND: I think the
most important thing for women is to get
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An electronics factory in the Dominican Republic.

governments in all countries to back us in
our fight against TNCs. In my country, and
1 am a member of Parliament, TNCs have
become much more important because our
government says that we must maintain
international competition. But as all the
speeches here have shown, international
competition is not good for people. Of
course we need international trade—not
through competition, but through coopera-
tion. That is what we should demand in all
countries—cooperation between govern-
ments.

A WOMAN FROM SURINAM: I don’t
think that governments are able to fight
against TNCs. Only if they are very pro-
gressive, which there are very few in the
world. A few days ago I was at a workshop
and there was a woman who was in a
social democratic party in France, and
someone said, “I can’t understand, you are
in the government in France and you are
against TNCs, but your whole government
isn’t doing anything.” And then the lady
said, “Well, in fact TNCs are more power-
ful than governments.” Now, I think that
the only power in the world that can fight
TNC:s are the laborers who do the work in
these corporations. [Audience applauds.]

A WOMAN FROM INDIA: Is there any-
thing women in the developed countries
can do as consumers about this?

A WOMAN FROM INDIA: [in response
to a comment by a Norwegian woman
involved in an international campaign
against the use of Nestles infant formula]

So, your main emphasis has been on
advertising and promoting breastfeeding.
Suppose we were talking about the clothing
industry which is where the maximum
number of women are involved in the
Third World. This is where the clothes
bought in the western countries are pro-
duced. Is there anything that can be done
by the women who buy these goods?

A WOMAN FROM THE U.S.: I know that
internationally there are union organiza-
tions that organize around different trades.
I know that there is an international organ-
ization of hotel and restaurant workers and
one of plantation workers. I know that one
restaurant union was organizing an interna-
tional boycott against Coca Cola because of
anti-labor activities in Guatemala. As con-
sumers, women could organize around
these international boycotts, especially if
we have access to these international trade
organizations. The other way is to join a
boycott, such as the one happening around
Nestle’s.

A PANELIST FROM ZIMBABWE: Just to
comment on the suggestion of boycotts, I
think that TNCs have such a big monopoly
advantage. They have lots of funds; they
can advertise and promote all types of pro-
ducts through the media. It is very impor-
tant that women’s organizations educate
people. We need women to fight against
TNCs misusing the media to promote
undesirable or harmful products.

I wanted to make a small comment
about what someone said about not being
able to trust the trade unions to fight some
of these practices. I would say that in many
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African countries, the kind of trade union
movement you get is very docile. In Zim-
babwe, for instance, we have an umbrella
organization for all trade unions called
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions. But
people in leadership are people trained in a
program which is funded from the West.
So I think that through control of training
programs for trade union leaders, you can
easily influence trade unionism in a nega-
tive way. You can make them very docile.
I think efforts should be made for more
locally-generated funds to be directed
towards trade union activity. And to
reduce dependency for funds for training
programs on those countries which may be
anti-union. O

Further Readings:

e Multinational Monitor, PO Box 19405,
Washington, DC 20036.

e Women and Global Corporations, Amer-
ican Friends Service Committee, 1501
Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA 19102.

e Women in the Global Factory, Annette
Fuentes and Barbara Ehrenreich, Institute
for New Communications, 1983.

e For an extensive bibliography on TNCs,
see Of Common Cloth, edited by Wendy
Chapkis and Cynthia Enloe, Transnational
Institute, 1983.

Contact:

o Women Working Worldwide, c/o War on
Want, 1 London Bridge Rd., London SEI
9SG, England.

e Transnational Information Exchange,
Paulus Potterstraat 20, 1071 DA Amster-
dam, Holland.
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From the first day the Peace Tent was constructed, it became a central spot for women to gather, relax or
converse. A large blue and white striped tent, it was set up to provide a place for women to express their problems
and ideas as a step toward resolving conflicts. The Peace Tent was the work of the Feminist International for Peace
and Food, a collective of 40 women from 15 countries, who wanted to create an environment where women could
develop a “feminist alternative to men'’s conflict and war.”

As women entered the Peace Tent, they were greeted by billboards covered with flyers and posters advertis-
ing upcoming workshops, appealing for solidarity or petitioning for signatures. Along one wall, Chilean arpilleras
[tapestries] wove the country’s history since the 1973 coup. The soft light filtering in through the blue and white
stripes and the scent of newly cut wood helped create a calm and special atmosphere. On the wall behind the
open mike, a poster in sampler embroidery-style script proclaimed, "This house is a nuclear-free zone."

In quiet moments, the Peace Tent offered a space for women to sit alone or talk in small groups away from
the excitement and noise of the Great Court and the workshop rooms. An open mike, surrounded by a semi-circle
of wicker chairs, was available for impromptu discussions. Although the format of the Peace Tent was generally
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loose, allowing for spontaneous events to be held, formally-scheduled gatherings also took place there. Soviet and
American women held a lengthy dialogue on peace and disarmament, workshops were held on Latin America and
the Pacific, and Arab and Jewish women participated in a tightly controlled discussion on the Middle East.

As Fawzia Hassouna, a Palestinian and one of the coordinators of the Peace Tent who helped organize the
Middle East dialogue, explained, “All of these are important issues, and we let the women talk about their experi-
ences in order to make a connection between international violence and international peace. We provided the
space to discuss such problems as the issue of Palestine and lsrael. That's unique to this conference because in
Copenhagen we couldn't speak with each other. This is the first international conference in which we deal with each
other as human beings. :

“In listening to women express their ideas and discuss their problems in the Peace Tent, | have found that
women's consciousness has advanced in the years since the Copenhagen Conference. And that's what the
Decade has accomplished. Although there are still serious problems and a gap still exists, the relationship between
Third World women or women of color and non-colored women has also improved." O
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~ As in past conferences, the situation in the Middle East
took center stage, at times appearing in the most unlikely places.
In general, most discussions were heated and gave one the impres-
sion that nothing was moving forward. However, there were a few
attempts at fostering a dialogue between Israclis and Palestinians,
that in comparison to the general tenor, appeared successful.

Most notable of these dillmel were two workshops occur-
ring on the same day early in the conference. The first, organized
by several women, took place in the Peace Tent. The other was
organized by the U.S. group New Jewish Agenda, which promotes
dialogue between Palestinians and Jews. In both sessions, the dis-
cussion was opened up to the audience after the scheduled speak-
ers had the floor. To best maintain an atmosphere conducive to
d!alogue. participants were asked not to vocalize their approval or
dmmt and to speak for a limited amount of time. Although a
strict adherence to the highly structured format did provide an
arena for a calmer exchange of words, many expressed frustration
since the format’s rigidity prevented some people from having a
chance to

While the morning Peace Tent dialogue managed to escape
emotional collapse, by the time the afternoon workshop took place,
one could feel a current of frustration charging the air. Five hun-
dred people pressed into a room built for only half that number.
Tensions began to mount as people realized there would never be
enough time to accommodate all those who had something to say.

Although these two sessions offered a promising beginning
for a Middle East dialogue, as the days of the Forum rolled by,
the level of discussion deteriorated. One got the sense that things
were going nowhere as people resorted to rhetorical statements. It
was for this reason that Debby Lerman called an impromptu
workshop on the last day of the Forum. Entitled “Israeli and
Palestinian Feminist Dialogue on the Middle East,” it never
accomplished its goal since the invited speakers failed to show up,
Instead Debby Lerman took this opportunity to express her views
on why Israelis and Palestinians at the Forum were unable to
reach a common ground to work toward peace.

Debby Lerman is a member of the Progressive List for
Peace, a political party which currently has two seats in the
Knesset [Parliament], one held by a Palestinian, the other by an
Israeli. Originally part of a collectively-run women’s center in Tel
Aviv, she left because she felt the center did not adequately
integrate feminist concerns with Israel’s national problems,

What follows are excerpts from Debby Lerman’s workshop
combined with an interview conducted afterwards, Connexions
very much wanted to get commentary from both a Palestinian and
an Israeli on how the conflict in the Middle East was handled at
the Forum. However, due to unfortunate confusion, we were unable
to get an interview with a Palestinian woman,

JUDY HOFFMAN

Q: You mentioned in the workshop that there are difficulties jp
communication between Palestinians and Israelis.

A: Yes, despite the obvious differences, there are a lot of pracy;.
cal problems for Israeli or Palestinian women who want to wq,
with each other. Isracli women mainly live in cities, while Moy
Palestinian women live in villages. The largest percentage .
urban Palestinian women live in Haifa, while our Broyy, )

mainly located in Tel Aviv. So, whenever we do work, . :.H

dealing with the encounter of two different cultures—rura; [re

urban. Then there is the geographical distance. EVEry time ‘){'1
want to meet each other, we have to drive 100 miles Or so, Whicy,
makes it very difficult, especially because most of us have ¢ *
mitments of work and children. But still somchow W€ Manage

Another problem is language. We Isracli women can op).
discuss things with women who speak Hebrew because we r’r,n'/l
know Arabic. And even though some of us are going througy
crash courses in Arabic, it doesn’t get you very far when 4,
want to have a complicated political discussion. _

But Palestinian women are interested in the issues .
raise. For example, in the trade union movement, which has
been an area where much organizing has been going on, the Pro-
gressive List for Peace went to talk with Palestinian women
about concerns that affect women. We got a very strong reaction
from the men, especially from the Israeli men who said, “What
the hell are you doing? They're not interested in talking to you
about these questions.” And this has happened throughout the
history of leftist women trying to work with Palestinian women.
We are told that this is a secondary issue and it should be
left alone. But when you really start working together, the
most incredible sessions happen.

What I like the most is when you start comparing experi-
ences and you find out that many things are the same. My hus-
band does this, my husband does that and this is what I'm miss-
ing and this is what I don’t have. Partly based on these personal
discussions and partly based on the political issues, we found a
common platform addressing the national struggle, how both
Israeli and Palestinian women are affected by militarism and
racism, and that the trade union was not providing things that
we needed as women.

Q: What sort of groups or individuals are in communication with
Palestinians in Israel?

A: Besides ourselves, there is Women Against the Occupation
who have contacts with Palestinians as well as Palestinians in the
organization. There is Neve Shalom which is an incredible
group of Israelis and Palestinians trying to live together with
mutual respect for culture and trying to build some kind of con-
junction of cultures that will show everyone else that it is possi-
ble. For example, their children are taught in Arabic and
Hebrew.
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Middle East dialogue.
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You also have people in academic or semi-academic insti-
tutions trying to establish a bridge by using educational programs
that teach people how 10 live together. Some people are doing
this with high school students. They bring a whole class of Pales-
tinian and Isracli students together for a weekend and try to
show them the roots of prejudice and how cveryone suffers from
it. They work at showing the students that they're not so
different from one another and at establishing friendships that
will last,

Q: So there is some communication between Israelis and Pales-
tinians. What happened here at the Forum? Why did one get the
sense that nothing is happening?

A: 1 think it's two-sided. First of all I think Israelis came to the
Forum on the defensive. They were sure they would be attacked,
so with that expectation they did not come ready to listen and
they did not come ready for a dialogue. They came with very
clear positions and they wanted to put them across. However,
the Israclis would say that the Palestinians are not willing to
listen either—which is true.

The Palestinians came here prepared to try to convince as
many people as possible of the terrible injustices that have been
done to them and continue to be done. With that in mind, any
dialogue becomes impossible.

If I'm trying to put my position across and you're trying to
put your position across, all that we get is a declaration of what
my position is and a declaration of what your position is and a
counter-declaration from both sides, but nowhere do you get a
dialogue. People are not willing to put their declarations and
positions aside for a while and see whether there is any way to
reach over to the other side. I think this conference has been a
mess for the Palestinians and Israelis.

Everybody wanted to make their position clear, but
nobody was really willing to say, “Okay, apart from my position,
these are the areas where I'm willing to sit down with you and
talk.” Nobody wanted to; everybody wanted to put their point
across. I think that this is very unfair to both sides especially
because this would have been a very good opportunity for the
Israelis to express to the Palestinians that some of them are wil-
ling to sit down and listen.

Let me say that there were some Israeli and Palestinian
women here who sincerely tried to understand one another.
There were formal and informal dialogues where people did talk
although they didn’t get far.

I thought, and maybe I was wrong, that Nairobi would be
a very good arena for dialogue. But when I look at it in retros-
pect, I think that this being an international conference has made
discussion less likely. Everybody came here not for dialogue, but
to try to convince others of their opinion. This was not the case
for only the Palestinians and Israelis, but also for a lot of other
groups and delegations. Maybe if workshops had been planned in
a different way it would have helped. Unfortunately, we will
have to go home and resume our work with little accomplished.

Q: So why did you put together this last-minute workshop and
what were you trying to achieve?

A: I came here to participate in a dialogue on women in emer-
gency situations in the Middle East. Then, due to all kinds of
political considerations, the people that put together the
workshop decided not to have an Israeli on the panel, so I didn’t
have a chance to speak. After that, I just went from one
workshop to another getting more and more frustrated. This was
not something only I experienced; a lot of other Israelis felt the
same way. In fact there is a small group of Israelis who are trying
to have a dialogue, but that wasn’t apparent. And there is also a
small number of Palestinians who are trying to talk as well, but
they were put into positions where there was no dialogue going
on. So I thought if it wasn't being done in the official pre-
planned workshops, then I would try to do it some other way.
And it’s a pity that my Israeli friend just walked in and walked
out, but didn’t really participate as I expected her to. And the
Palestinian friend I thought would come didn’t show.

Actually, I have given a very lopsided view of the situation
in the Middle East. One of the problems of the organization I am
in is that we are ostracized in Israel because of our position

Middle East dialogue in the Peace Tent.

regarding the PLO and the Palestinian right to a state. So I
haven’t really given you the Israeli position, which is completely
different from mine, and I haven’t given you the Palestinian
position.

Most of the Palestinians here are not from Israel and are
also not willing to have a dialogue. I think what turned them off
was that I called this workshop Israeli and Palestinian Feminist
Dialogue on the Middle East. The struggle for feminism is some-
thing the PLO doesn’t consider being of the highest priority,
which, as a feminist, I think is wrong on their part, but, okay,
they have the right to have that position.

Q: I can see that Palestinian and Israeli women might have a lot
in common, but is there any means to a dialogue unless Israeli
women who engage in dialogue with the Palestinian women accept
Palestine as a state? Mustn’t you come forth and declare, we think
you should have the West Bank back; we must withdraw. Mustn’t
you say that before you can even start a dialogue?

A: That’s what the Palestinians put forth all the time: “You must
accept our premises on what the dialogue should be.” On the
other side, Israeli women say, “I'm willing to talk with you if
you say that terrorism must stop.” Now from those two positions
nothing will start up. The minute that preconditions are set—I'm
only willing to talk with you if you agree with me—nothing will
g0 on because no one will be willing to talk.

Q: So you believe you can talk without getting into those issues?

A: I'm this kind of stupid idiot that believes you can start a
dialogue even if you don’t agree. I think that even if you only
agree in a very limited way, you can continue onward. For
example, I see that you don’t have any positions of power inside
the Palestinian movement; I don’t have any positions of power
inside the Israeli peace movement. So we can start on common
ground because we are both put aside by both our movements.

Q: The Palestinian women here are not complaining about that.

A: No, they are not, but in Israel they are. The difference is that
the Palestinian women in Israel and the West Bank have to deal
with questions of survival which I think are women’s questions.
The organizations only want to address political questions
without considering women’s problems. Israeli women have the
same problem. Because there is a very strong military scare,
women are told that they have to be brave, they have to be
heros, they have to fight for their country, they have to take care
of the men when they come back home. We are supposed to sit
back and take care of the kiddies and make sure everything will
be fine for the warrior when he comes back from war. So
women’s issues are pushed aside because we are told that we
aren’t the ones fighting so we have no right to talk. Palestinian
women have the same type of problem more or less.
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Q: What is the role of the religious parties regarding the conflict
in lsrael?

A: The majority of lsraclis pray for & secular state where the reli-
gious parties would not have euch strength, Now without enter-
ing into 100 many detnils, there are (wo reasons why the religions
partics are so strong. One is beenuse of the parlismentary sys
tem that we have, they are always somehow able to have power,
which is completely disproportionnte to the actoal namber of
MPs [members of parlinment] that they have. The othet reason
is that world Jewish religious comnunities give a lot of economic
support 1o Teracl, and 88 you all khow money usually comes with
tics. But the power of the religious parties is & very day-to-day
thing, and is not directly related 1o the political conflict. T don’t
think there is any way you can say that the minute the religious
partics get out of the picture, the whole Isracli state will go
toward a peaceful solution because that's not the case.

Q: What about the issve of racism?

A: When two peoples are struggling for the same 1and, one of the
tools used to fight the other side is racism. From the very begin-
ning, Israclis used race as a means to convince the entire Israeli
population of our common identity. The first settlers, who came
mostly from Europe, believed themselves superior to the people
who lived in the region and they tried to ignore their existence.
This attitude continued and served as a tool to convince the
Oriental Jews [Jews who mostly come from Arab countries) that
they were different; we are all Jews and although you might cul-
turally identify with the people living here, you are not the same.
You are superior to them because you are a Jew.

This attitude that we are better makes us feel like we have
something to teach the Palestinians. This colonization ideology
makes us think that we have come to help the people here who
are just eager to listen to what we have to say. During the last six
or seven years, a lot of parties which are very blatantly racist
have been increasing, and the number of people that listen to
them and support their policies is also growing.

Racism is used against the Palestinian population and also
against the Oriental Jewish population. But since 1977, with the
change of the governing party, there has been a rebirth in the
Oriental Jews’ pride in their culture and their ethnic identity.
Nowadays, every Ashkenazi Jew [most Jews of European extrac-
tion] is very careful not to say anything against the Oriental

Jews. Racism can still be seen in the economic arena and most
government posts are still held by Ashkenazis. ;

There is a very small, but strong current to.day'lrymg 1o
fight racism. There are a lot of programs now b;mg integrated
into the school curriculum to teach against racism as well tq
teach Arab culture and language. There are also demonstrationg
any time some racist event happens.

Racism is a very big issue in the peace movement. Every,
body feels that the strong current of racism is overwhelming th,
whole political and social network of Israel, and if we don’t figp,
it, we are going to find ourselves in a war. And it will be a bigy,,
war than the war we are having with the Palestinians. It’s gt’)ing
to be an internal war with everybody against everybody.

Things don’t look very good in Isracl now. Next week, the
Knesset will vote on a law which will forbid any Israelis noq
working in an official government capacity to make contact with,
Palestinian _representatives within Israel or abroad. They are
defining a Palestinian representative as anyone who is either in
an official organization or belongs to a group inside the Pales.
tinian movement, which is, of course, open to interpretation.

The law will almost surely pass because it is being
presented by the ruling coalition government. The sentence
would be three years for anybody found guilty. This law would
stop any kind of civil rights movement or organizations like
Peace Now from having dialogues with Palestinians. This means
you stop the peace movement from going ahead. Now I know it
won’t be the peace movement who is going to sign the peace
treaty, but these dialogues are the only kind of bridge we have to
try to get some kind of thing going. After this everyone would be
so careful about talking that it would in fact stop. The only way
this law won't pass is if the government realizes that there is
large opposition to it by the people. O

Contacts:

o Women Against the Occupation, Box 2760, Tel Aviv, Israel.

o New Jewish Agenda, 149 Church St., Suite 2N, New York, NY
10007, U.S.A.

o Progressive List for Peace, Knesset, Jerusalem 9100, Israel.

Further Readings:

o “Women Against the Occupation,” Connexions #11, Winter
1984.

o “Rebel with a Cause,” Connexions #9, Fall 1983.
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CATHOLIC LESBIANS....We are an Indepen-
dent Network of local groups and international
contacts. Quarterly newsletter, regular meetings,
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tion send $1.00 to: CCL, P.O. Box 134,
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The Third World Forum on Women,
Law and Development was a series of
workshops analyzing the current state of
women’s legal status and what is being done
to improve their status. The series was
organized by OEF International [formerly
Overseas Educational Fund] with direction
from a planning committee of Third World
women and major funding from the Ford
Foundation.

The series on law ran for five days
and covered a broad range of topics. We
have included here excerpts of the conclu-
sions and recommendations drawn from the
various workshops. The piece opens with
the keynote address delivered by Nawal El
Saadawi of Egypt at the opening plenary
session.

While I was on my way to this hall, I
ran into friends going to a workshop on
women and health. They said to me, “You
are a medical doctor, you should be here,
not there.”

But that is just the point. I think that
if women are to contribute to modern
scientific thought, they must treat the gap
between specialties. We were educated as
doctors, as lawyers, as engineers, and with
this split between different kinds of
knowledge, we divided our head into
different departments. We put law here,
religion there, and separated technology,
science, history, anthropology, and so on.

It is a tragedy because when I gra-
duated from medical school, I felt that I
hadn’t learned much. Even my image of
the human being was distorted because all

of its components were set apart from each
other. The body was divided into indivi-
dual organs, the mind was divorced from
the body, and the whole human being was
totally isolated from society, history, reli-
gion, economics and politics. Unless we
study all these things, we are not going to
understand why women are oppressed.

When I started to read history, I
discovered that women had been oppressed
not by a divine law, as my mother and my
grandmother had told me: “It’s god that
discriminated between you and your
brother.” I discovered it’s not god, it’s
man-made. It’s done by men, by people, by
societies. We discovered that what we
called natural law is not natural because
nature did not make women inferior.
That’s why we should go beyond our speci-
alties and study history, law, etc. That’s
why I'm here. I am not going to speak
about law as a lawyer, but I would like to
discuss how this law came into effect.

Who makes the law in our societies?
Do women participate in making the laws?
Do poor people participate in making the
laws? No, it’s the ruling system, a minority
of men who own wealth and power who
really make the law. This minority group
who writes history also defines the value of
scientific thought in medicine, in law.

I would like to discuss the concepts
of equality, development and peace
because they are very much related to law.
Law should be just, whether it is interna-
tional law or national, or family, or per-
sonal. We cannot have peace without jus-
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tice. Yer 8 powerful ilitary machite i
allowed 10 invade n country. Ts thic juetice”
Pegarding  development  in  the Thi;d
World, how tan we develap ot countnes
unless we contro] Bur fesourees, uhlee e
have seonomic independence” Biit how cah
we hnve sconomic independence if we huve
AN unive internationsl cconomic ik? We
heve 1o make n link hetweeh internatiohsl
law and the other unjuet Jnws that poverh
other domnine of life, The inmernatiohal
information lew s also not just, We in the
Third World, becatse of the media techhol-
oy, are brainwashed by the culture of a
fow countries that have power and wealth,
We cannot speak about justice without
exposing these international economic, pol-
itical and military laws.

These unjust international laws are
based on patriarchy and class. Patriarchy
and class are reflected in every law that
governs people, especially women, and par-
ticularly women in developing countries.
We women in developing countries suffer
from lack of democracy, we suffer from
lack of freedom of thought. If you write a
book, you can go to jail. When you make a
speech, you can lose your job. This is not a
common experience in the so-called demo-
cratic countries, which 1 would call
pseudo-democracies.  Yet in most of the
developing countries, we still don’t cven
have a pseudo-democracy. For us, religion
has a very big impact. Religion is not only
in the political rooms, it is also in the bed-
rooms. We do not separate between reli-
gion and state, so whenever we have a
resurgence of religious fundamentalism, it
affects women. Women are the first vic-
tims.

One of the main characteristics of
the patriarchal class system is injustice.
They say law is just and they use the bal-
ance, the symbol of justice, to illustrate
this, but I think the scale is not equal at
all. There is injustice in every law because
it’s based on sex and class discrimination.
You find this division and duality in
economics and in personal life. In the

family code, the man owns the woman, but
the woman does not own the man. I'm not
only speaking about the Arab countries,

pe » .
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Y sy ADOUT ATarost every country.
m,;g;:,, m‘\qmﬁm‘ Jewish, Buddhist—
under ¥1I seligions, womea are inferior to
their Wichande. Tt is the hushand's duty to
provide for his wife, %4 it's her duty to
obey With, Tt's thore Of Tess a master-slave
relntiohehip

Chungitg the family code takes polit-
jeal poweer. Changitg any faw takes politi-
cil power. Th aty countries, the fabor
laws are progressive because the working
cluss fought for theit rights. But women
nevet had the political power to change the
lat, especially the family code. That's why
you find that the most backward, the most
unjust Jaw in any country is the family
code. You find that the labor laws are
much better for women. They say men
and women are equal with regard to
employment, This equality, this right that
is given to women is taken back in the
family code which says that the husband
can prevent his wife from working. Lately,
due to a universal religious revival,
socicties are starting to make the family
code more oppressive. You cannot
separate politics and law. The powerful
political groups in society change the laws.
If women start to organize and have politi-
cal power, then they can change the laws.

Women, who do not have so-called
respectable professions, are also discrim-
inated against. As a medical doctor or as a
writer, I am respected. A lawyer, a judge is
respected. But how about women who are
forced through economic need to have pro-
fessions, like prostitution, which are
created by patriarchal societies? These
women are discriminated against by the
law. If you look at prostitution laws in
many countries, you find it is always the
same. Man is innocent. Adam is innocent;
Eve is responsible. They do the same act,
but it’s the woman who pays the price. In
the laws, the man who practices sex with a
prostitute is a witness; he is not punished.
The profession was created by the patriar-
chal system, but still women are the vic-
tims. They are the ones punished. This is
the philosophy of patriarchy—to punish the
victim. O

Third World Forum
on Women, Law and Development

Interim Report

State, Law and Development

The nature of law in a given sociery,
is inextricably linked to the character o
the State. Especially in developing €OUn,
tries where “autonomous legal institutions-
have yet to take root, law cannot be
separated from politics. Any understand.
ing of law must be supplemented by politi-
cal and economic analysis.

One cannot understand the issues of
state, law and development in Third World
societies without reference to the exploita-
tive international system. Problems of
foreign debt, unequal exchange and multi-
national investment have made women’s
struggles increasingly difficult in the Third
World. Women, in fighting for their rights,
must join other forces in society in strug-
gling against exploitation at all levels.

Ethnic revivalism and religious funda-
mentalism contribute to the duality in
legal systems and the artificial dis-
tinction between public and personal
life.

[ ——————a—_

Constitutional Issues

There was general agreement that the
Decade witnessed the principle of “equal-
ity” between men and women being for-
mally enacted as a constitutional provision
throughout the Third World. However,
equality has yet to be achieved in the daily
lives of most Third World women. For
many women during the last decade, the
search for equality was part of the struggle
for greater democratic rights within their
society. For example, in Brazil, after pres-
sure from women’s organizations which
played an active part in the struggle for
democracy, the House of Representatives
approved the project of a new Civil Code.

In other parts of the world, women’s
search for equality was part of social
liberation struggles. In Nicaragua, after the
Revolution, women began to draft and
lobby for just laws through large public
meetings. As a result they have managed to
bring about constitutional and legislative
changes in the Civil Code, and in the Mass
Media laws.

In some countries, women activists
put pressure on the existing legal system,
especially the courts, to bring about far
reaching changes. In India, “open letter jur-
isdiction” allowed courts to entertain cases
where there has been oppression against
women, such as dowry violence and rape.

Land

Traditional patterns of landholding
in many Third World societies are often
biased against women. Inheritance laws

Women in Iran are now required to wear the chador in public,
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and systems of community pr.opcny‘oﬂcn
ensure that women do not reccwc'thclr due
chare. Many campaigns in the Third World
have, therefore, centered around making
the family law more equitable with regard
to inheritance.

Modernization, especially in the rural
arcas where land has been nationalized or
sold to large corporations, has resulted in
hardships for women who have been pri-
mary producers in the agricultural sector.
Wwomen's organizations in Asia and Latin
America have been organizing women to
ocure their legal property rights. In the
Philippines women have begun to organize
themselves and squat on their land in order
to put pressure on the authorities. When
pulldozers arrived to level the forest,
women of the Chipko movement in India
hugged the trees that had provided them
with firewood, forcing the authorities to
halt the leveling.

Family

Family law and especially customary
Jaw is generally weighted against women in
the spheres of divorce, property, mainte-
nance and custody. Women’s organiza-
tions during the last decade have pushed
for amendments in the family law so as to
remedy this imbalance. For example, in
Kenya, new succession laws have been
enacted; in Indonesia, new marriage laws
have been passed; and in Zimbabwe,
women’s Status as a minor has been
elevated to that of an adult.

Although progressive laws have been
passed and fgmily law has been made a lit-
tle more equitable in several countries, this
is meaningless unless women are aware of
their rights. Women’s organizations have
thus become involved in fostering legal
literacy. For example, Peru Mujer in Peru
and the Women’s Legal Services Project in
Nepal have been actively engaged in legal
literacy programs. The Family Law Center
in Nigeria and projects in Zimbabwe and
Venezuela have been connected to

ts discussions on gaps in the law
that could be amended. In the next decade
the objective of legal literacy can be seen as
2 major goal in Third World countries. In
addition it was felt that legal clinics must
not be the monopoly of lawyers, and that
paralegals, social workers and women
themselves must defend their rights.

Labor

Occupations which primarily employ
women usually offer little protection in
terms of labor rights. In addition, these
occupations are devalued and are located
at the lowest level of the wage structure.
These women are often unorganized and
are, therefore, subject to greater exploita-
tion.

The productive and reproductive
value of women’s labor is either underes-
timated or ignored. Moreover, the organiz-
ing of women in some sectors, particularly
in domestic labor, has been difficult due to
the fear of losing one’s job in a context of
high unemployment as in Mauritius and
Colombia. But, where legal aid organiza-
tions and other concerned groups have
been successful in encouraging women in

Protesting against British nationality laws.

such occupations to mobilize or unionize,
the women have become sensitized to
issues particular to women workers.

Women vendors in the informal sec-
tor are an important part of Third World
social reality. Mobilizing and unionizing
these women enables them to gain greater
dignity for their occupations and to ensure
some minimal level of monetary remunera-
tion and reasonable working conditions. In
India, women vendors have forced the
State to respond to their demands by set-
ting up facilities relevant to their needs.

The Decade witnessed a large exodus
of women from their native countries as
domestic servants and unskilled laborers,
searching for opportunities in other parts
of the world. Little attention has been paid
to this situation where women are
separated from their families and have to
suffer difficulties due to ignorance of the
customs of other societies. They are often
the victims of international labor brokers
who provide them with no protection and
little security. During the next decade
women should strive for international regu-
lation which will prevent this type of
female exploitation.

Ethnic minority women...have special
difficulties in demanding their rights
because they do not wish to dilute
and divide their group identity.

Custom, Law and Ethnicity

Throughout the Third World, espe-
cially in Asia and Africa, there appears to
be an ethnic revivalism, often connected to
nationalism and national liberation move-
ments. There has also been a resurgence of
religious fundamentalism. Ethnic revival-

li‘iL WILMER /;\'E W INTERNATIONALIST

ism and religious fundamentalism contri-
bute to the duality in legal systems and the
artificial distinction between public and
personal life. Laws regarding “public” life
grow and change with time but laws and
practices regarding personal life are kept
stagnant, unchanging and oppressive to
women.

Ethnic minority women within a par-
ticular nation-state have special difficulties
in demanding their rights because they do
not wish to dilute and divide their group
identity. Special strategies are necessary to
help these women come to terms with both
their ethnicity and their womanhood. It
was noted that minority communities
remain tied to their traditions while their
sisters in countries where their community
is a majority have begun to enjoy equal
rights.

Existing legal concepts, institutions
and strategies are not adequate to confront
the many dilemmas of ethnicity and reli-
gion, especially with regard to the status of
women. What is needed are strategies and
concepts which will allow for diversity of
cultural traditions without isolating funda-
mental human rights.

Custom and Customary Law

Several Third World countries, par-
ticularly those in Asia and Africa, have
more than one body of law used in the
implementation of justice. There is a body
of state law or general law, and one or
more bodies of customary law. The general
law usually has its roots in the laws
imposed by colonial powers while cus-
tomary law refers to pre-colonial law.
Today, while the general law governs tran-
sactions in the so-called public sphere, cus-
tomary law regulates interpersonal relation-
ships and dynamics within the family.
Since it is applied in the instances of inher-
itance, divorce, maintenance, etc., it affects
women to a significant degree.

The colonizing powers at first usually
permitted indigenous peoples to maintain
their customary laws, while bringing with
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x> Tech & Tools, the appropriate technolo
Iz . . X fair, took place concurrently with Forum 85, Jus
E short walk from the main campus where most of 2
the Forum workshops were held, participants gaj,
first-hand knowledge about innovations in casily d
made, low-cost appropriate technologies. The exh;.
bits were grouped into six areas: agriculture, fooq
processing, health, energy, communications and
income generation, and each was housed in its owp
shelter built from scrap wood, fiber cement, corru-
gated tiles and makuti branches,

Exhibitors from all over the world demon.
strated their products and gave people a chance to
construct their own clay cookstoves, water purifiers
or solar food dryers. Workshops were also held tg
discuss policy issues and devise strategies to
increase women's access to and control of appropri.
ate technologies. The emphasis at Tech & Tools waq
on technologies that use locally available materialg
are casily implemented and generally promote self-
reliance.

In addition to the Tech & Tools events, the
Environment Liason Centre (ELC) ran a series of
workshops on environmental issues. The ELC is a
Kenya-based international non-governmental organ.
jzation that works closely with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP). Their workshops
covered such areas as forests, water, sustainable
agriculture, food and energy as they relate to
women. Although the ELC put on many workshops,
their format consisted mainly of the presentation of
papers and lacked the hands-on experience that
Tech & Tools provided.

Tech & Tools was sponsored by the Interna-
tional Women'’s Tribune Centre, the World YWCA
and the Appropriate Technology Advisory Commit-
tee of Kenya. By December, the first Tech & Tools
book will be published, examining appropriate tech-
nology issues and strategies for women. It will be
available through the Intermediate Technology
Development Group in London and the Interna-
tional Women’s Tribune Centre in New York. O

Contact:

e Environment Liason Centre, Box 72461, Nairobi,
Kenya.

e International Women’s Tribune Centre, 777 UN
Plaza, New York, NY 10017.

Further Readings:
o Development and the Environmental Crisis , M.
RedCclift, 1984.

e “Energy Options for the Third World” A. Reddy,
Southern Perspectives on the Rural Energy Crisis,
August, 1981.

o “Water Supply Projects in Africa: the Need to
Involve the Main Users—Women,” K. Jorgenson,
Ideas and Action, No.150.

‘@ Two Ears of Corn—A Guide to People-Centered
Agricultural Improvement, Roland Bunch, 1982.
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A Kenyan woman demonstrating
improved clay cookstoves.

“Firewood is one of the main problems
in the rural area I come from, Homa
Bay, South Nyanza, in Kenya. I am so
happy to have found out about this
stove—they say it will burn charcoal
and just a little will give a lot of heat
and do a lot of cooking. Now I will not
have to use so much firewood.”
(Damaris Okelo from the Forum news-
paper, July 22)

Clay-lined stove made from tin drums,
a very simple and inexpensive design.
The clay is used for heat retention,
Charcoal, paraffin or coffee husks can
be used for fuel.

42 Connexions 17-18 Summer/Fall 1985

i Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

The two billion plus women on this
anf‘:d-half 0}: humanity—make up
a :hl' of the “officially active”
pulation, Bu accomplish two-
thirds of the work for only 10% of
the global earnings. Women pro.
vide the majority of global food
production (three quarters in
Africa), but they only own a hun.
dredth of the land. (Jeune Afrique,
AUgust 21, 1985) Fruhi

GARDNER

PHOTOS BY FL ORENCE

An exhibit on sago processing
from the Philippines. Sago, an
easily stored starch derived
from the sago palm, is an
inexpensive dietary supple-
ment.

From left 1o right: a hot box cooker which
can be a well-insulated container used to
prolong the cooking process without fuel by
maintaining heat after food has been
removed from the fire; a simple water
filtering system (shown in cross-section)
that employs natural and easily available
materials such as sand, charcoal and rocks
1o leach impurities out of the water; a clay

water storage pot.

Improved fish smoking technolo
from Ghana, Trays are designedgy
for space and time efficiency,
qukmg preserves fish without
refrigeration,
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Bio GAS

D: .
¢ 90 5t¢ ! A simple biogas digester. Cow dung goes in one end and

: out the other comes methane gas and a by-product

: which is a very good fertilizer for use in the fields. The

methane gas can be used as fuel for cooking, lighting, or

operating machinery. The dung from three cows can

provide fuel for a family of six.
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Tackling Tradition

The following interview by Adi Gevins is with Assitan
piatio of Mali, who went to Nairobi to discuss her work in the
aren of female circumcision, the practice of cutting or removing
<ome or all of the external female genitalia. She is involved in
research and grassroots organizing toward the eradication of
female circumcision and is a member of the Inter-African Commit-
too, 8 multi-national organization established in 1984 in Dakar,
Senegal which also works toward cradication.

Q: What got you interested in female circumcision?

a: 1 was circumcised when I was four, so 1 personally identify
with the topic. Moreover, in my society, which is Muslim, our
qamily and elder people have too much power over us. It is not
jike in Europe or the Western world. We are ashamed to say my
own life, my own being, nobody would say that. 1 don't see
myself saying to my father or mum “that's my life” or “that’s
my daughter.” For example, I don’t want my daughters to be cir-
cumcised. T know, though, that it’s not enough for me alone to
gecide, because my aunt can do it or my grandmother. They
won't ask me. When I'm at work and my husband is not at
pome, they can do it. What can I do? Put them in jail? So every
woman must say “I'm against female circumcision and 1 don’t
want to circumcise my daughter and I will fight against it.” The
pest way 1o be sure it won’t happen is to fight for its eradication.
So that's my goal.

Until 1 was 24 years old, I knew that female circumcision
involved cutting, and I knew that it was painful, but that was it.
Then there was a French lady teaching at my school, and she
wanted to find out about female circumcision. She kept asking us
guestions. 1 was the only girl in my whole class, so she harassed
me with questions about female circumcision. Fortunately I had
an old grandmother, she was 108 at that time. The older you get,
the more democratic you get in our society. So when my teacher
asked me a question, I would go back to my grandmother, I
knew if I went to my mother she would say, “God, you are dis-
gusting.” So I would go to my grandmother who likes to talk. In
fact, vou have to stop her once she begins. I made her talk about
it and then would go back to my teacher. In the end my teacher
said: “You know so much about female circumcision, can’t you
write a paper about it?” That’s how I began. And as I read more
and more, from doctors, etc., I began to learn about the harmful
aspects of it.

Islam has nothing to do with it. The meaning given to it in
traditional society cannot be given to it now because the
specificity of the operation has changed. It has no social meaning
now. I have become convinced that it had no purpose. That we
don’t need it. That we are just doing it mechanically. It was
something that once had a role in the traditional world, but now
that we are much more modern, it doesn’t have a place.

Q: What sort of work are you doing to eradicate female circumci-
sion?

A: As far as my work in Mali is concerned, most of my activity
so far has been academic. In 1978, I did the first survey on
female circumcision in French-speaking West Africa. It was
mostly quantitative but also an attitudinal study. I interviewed
people and also recorded some 200 songs on circumcision.
Through these songs I show how our people express their norms,
their rules, their education. I also show what the meaning of
female circumcision is through these songs, what message is
given in traditional society.

One part of my work was to interview people to show what
their attitudes are toward female circumcision, how they under-
stand it, and what the difference is between the type of female
circumcision they have been subjected to and the traditional type
expressed through songs. My conclusion was that there is no ini-
tiation rites attached to it anymore, and education is no longer
provided. I also found that a lot of people are against it, but
nobody wanted to be marginalized by standing out as an exam-
ple. So they will say “We are against it, but we will do it.”

There are a few ways [ am trying to make more people in
my country aware of the practice. I am a teacher in a profes-
sional school, Every four years, at the end of their study, the
students must present a paper. We teachers can propose topics,
and this year I suggested three subjects dealing with excision [of
the clitoris). We have at least 15 ethnic groups in Mali, and each
ethnic group is almost a country in itself. [ wanted to have a
comparative study of the practice in my country.

The other thing that I'm doing is helping to put together a
special magazine issue on female circumcision. We only have one
magazine in all of Mali; we have many different newspapers, but
only one magazine and it's more academic than political. T will
contribute to this special issue when I return from Nairobi. It
will be sold throughout the country.

Also we are currently setting up a network of women from
different countries working on female circumcision called the
Sister-to-Sister Programme. We want to take a new approach on
female circumcision, a sexual approach. It's so easy to talk about
health, health, health. Before I came here my mum said: “Are
you going to talk about your crazy stuff again? Female circumci-
sion, sex, sex. You should be ashamed to talk about sex among
all those people.” I told her it was important, but she asked,
“What do you have against it?” I mentioned all the health incon-
veniences. She said, “You didn’t die, I didn’t die. How many
people can you cite who have died?” “Well, I don’t know, but do
you know that people have infection, and leaking?” “But,” she
said, “people who haven’t been circumcised have that. Even
white women have that.”

It’s that kind of statement which gave us the idea that we
have to tackle the problem from another angle. Our project will
include very deep research into sexuality and sex education in
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“Useless Pain”, poster used in African/Arab campaign against circumci-
sion.
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Women in Bamako, Mali.

traditional Mali and Mali today. And through this we’ll show
how traditional sex education supports female circumcision.
They tell us that sex is dirty, taboo, you should be discreet if you
talk about it. They also say that it is important to be faithful in
marriage.

Now, what is the justification of female circumcision?
They think it diminishes sexual desire, so that means you will be
faithful. They say also that female circumcision purifies women,
that means our sex genitalia is dirty. So we want to show the
ideas which are in our society and the way the society sees
women'’s sexuality and sexual life. To them, female circumcision
is very necessary to support their view of women’s sexuality.
When we understand all this, we can suggest how to change this
view, and be able to provide adequate sex education for our
young people. :

We know it will be hard because people don’t want to talk
about this part of sex. It is easier to tackle the problem with
health, but it is not enough. There is a cultural part and sexual

part that’s important.

You mlght not KNow it, but the field of women’s writing is
gowing by leaps and bounds. You might not know it, because most mainstream
review periodicals don't cover the majority of women’s writing, printing only
occasional reviews of books by women writers t0o famous to ignore, You might
not know it, because even feminist publications can’t cover it all within the
confines of a book review section. You might not know it—unless you subscribe
10 The Women's Review of Books.

Each issue of the Women’s Review is filled with in-depth reviews of the most
cursent and controversial in writing by and/or about women. In our pages,
you'll find a forum for lively debate on a wide range of feminist concerns;
thoughtful, thought-provoking writing on everything from poetry to politics,
sexuality 10 sociology, fiction to physics, and more,

I you subscribe 10 the Women's Review, you know all this.

If you don’t, what are you waiting for?

Aadada L L N N N N N )

0 § want to know—send me a FREE sample copy of the Women's Review.
O I can't wait—here's my subscription:
O Jenclose S (and get 8 FREE exira issue on my subscription),
$14 individuals, $25 institutions; ousside US: Canada, add $3 postage, clsewhere, add $3
for surface mail, $18 airmail. Please make all payments in US dollars,
O Bill me later—but start my subscription now,

Name
Street

City State Zip
Send to: The Women's Review of Books, Dept. 13, Wellesley College Center for
Research on Women, Wellesley, MA 02181-8255.
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Q: What do you think about Westerners getting involved in the
fight against female circumcision?

A: You know, it is easy to see that something is wrong with the
system when you are outside of it. Easier than when you are
inside. We should keep in mind that many Westerners have
more experience in dealing with the subject than we do, because
they were the first to talk about it. And now we are also talking
about it. As we said in social science: don’t overlook previous
work if you want to do good work. So in our relationship with
the Western world, I will say we need them. But again, life is
complex. We have been colonized by this Western world and we
have, let’s say, something against them. That means we don’t
want them to overwhelm our lives anymore.

For my part, I want their help. I want to collaborate with
them. But I don’t think I can be in the same group with them to
fight something in my own country, because I will feel, “Here
they go again, colonization.” But I love being asked by people
working on female circumcision, “What are the specifics in
Mali?” And suggesting to me, “Why don’t you do that in Mali?””
Suggesting means that I can say no, or yes. That’s different than,
“Do that in Mali, do that in Senegal.” So in my view, they can
be like advisors. They can also say to me, “You know, people do
circumcision in France and we French people want to fight
against it.” I want them to allow me to say, “I'm suggesting you
do it this way, because these people are from my country, and I
think this will be better.” Again, I'm suggesting something, not
imposing it on them. That's the kind of working relationship 1
want between white and black women on the topic of female cir-
cumcision, O

A

The following interview by Adi Gevins is with Stella Efua
Graham, a Ghanian woman currently living in London. She is also
part of the Inter-African Committee and does her work with Afri-
can women living in Great Britain,

We recognize that excision is a very deep-rooted practice
and has a ritualistic aspect to it. It also has a deep psycho-sexual
aspect to it, so you simply can't legislate against it and then
expect it to stop. People who practice female circumcision feel
strongly about it and there are many factors that force women to
give in. For example, women are worried about whether their
daughters will be able to marry. African women living in London
are very concerned about whether their daughters will be
accepted back into their communities. So we want legislation to
be combined with intensive education programs.

The challenge that remains for us is to find an alternative
to certain parts of our social structure. We need to find a replace-
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ment, but we need 10 maintain certain structures. For example,
the secret eocicties and the initiation rites [led by women) are
ey positive things, and we must recognize the fact that in
Africa women's powet has been eroded with modernity, Because
of that, quite & lot of societies’ structures are breaking down, and
people do not know where they are. 1 think that the challenge
for African women is for us 1o look at the positive aspects of our
culture and 10 build upon them. And there are many positive
things,

The secret socicties are an extraordinary power base for
women. When we hear about secret societies, or initiation rites,
maybc our first reaction is that this is primitive behavior, But
actually 1t is not. Tt's an advanced kind of social structure which
gives people a definite place in society, which socializes people to
recognize their roles and responsibilities.

ln_ the secret society, women, such as those who have been
circumcised together, have the possibility to bond together as a
group for life, like blood sisters. So wherever they are, if they are
in trouble, they can help each other out. I think that when a lot
of African women say, “What right docs anyone have to interfere
in excision,™ they are not talking about excision per se. What
they are talking about is the goodness in women being together,
the identity of bonding.

So the challenge is not to say that these initiation rites are
backward, but 10 discover how we can take away the actual exci-
sion without destroying the women’s power base. A group of
wOomen as a secret society can have the power to influence the
politics of society as a whole. They could come together as a
group in a male-dominated society to put pressure on politicians
to do something positive for women. In fact, during this
Decade, the feminist struggle in the West is to get women
together, to get the bonding, and already in Africa we have the
bonding, we have the structures, all we need to do is direct the
power of these structures.

One good example is that if the secret society is really
brought up to date with present developments, we could
overthrow our governments if we wanted to, because we know
that in African society women outnumber men. We need to use
the power of the group to initiate change for our benefit. So the
work of the women’s activist network is not to condemn but to
replace what we have; we’ve got to build on it. We want to have
the resources to further research the structures that exist at the
moment and find entry points into them. We want to confer
with powerful women leaders about how not to destroy the struc-
ture, and how to project it internationally so that other women
can see the benefit and use it for themselves.

Q: Were you initiated?

A: Unfortunately, I wasn’t. I went to school without h.aving gone
through the initiation ceremony. I come from a matrilineal group

and fortunately excision is not part of our initiation. In the trad-
ition of my society, during the initiation period we learn about
childeare, about relationships with other people, about religion in
our society, and how the society operates. The girls also learn
how to recognize their femininity, their sexuality, and sex educa-
tion was not purely biological, it was also psychological. Our
society recognized the sexuality of women as important to the
totality of the group. They taught women what sex involves and
it was taught in such a way so that she herself would enjoy sex
with her partner. They did not encourage promiscuity, but sex as
part of marriage and part of life was recognized as important.

I understand from my grandmother that they even made
wooden dummies which the teenagers used as part of the whole
process of sex education in the initiation ceremony. So when
they came out of this ceremony, they were really well informed
about themselves, about the menstrual cycle and other aspects.
Women were encouraged to have more control over their own
sexuality. But unfortunately, with colonization and the introduc-
tion of Christianity into our communities, these ways were
regarded as pagan. It is now a remnant of our culture found in
very rural areas. But we would like to recapture what we were
losing. We want to develop new forms of sex education for our
youngsters that are different from the traditional ways in that
they take into account the urban modern sector. We are hoping
that through our network and research work, we will be able to
bring these issues out. O

Copyright Adi Gevins/Family of Women. Use for broadcast is
prohibited. Other use only with express permission.

Health Professionals International is in the process of establish-
ing nonprofit status so that donations may be channeled to the
Inter-African Committee, grassroots projects abroad and those
serving US immigrants affected by this practice. For more infor-
mation, contact HPI at 75 Buena Vista East, #305, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94117.

Further Readings:

o Sister Links, 38 King St., London WC2E 8JT, England. Sister
Links is the magazine of FORWARD (Foundation for Women's
Health, Research and Development) of which the Sister-to-Sister
Programme is part.

o Woman Why Do you Weep? by Asma El Dareer, Zed Press,
London.

o Sisters in Afflictions: Circumcision and Infibulation of Women
in Africa by Raquiya H. Dualeh Abdalla, Zed Press, London.

o The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World by Nawal
El Saadawi Zed Press, London.

Stories from a world gathering

The Family of Women: Stories From a World Gath-
ering is a series of radio documentary programs based
on material gathered at Forum ‘85 in Nairobi, Kenya.
Created by five award-winning independent producers,
each program will focus on a major topic of discussion
at the conference: Work, Political Participation, Repro-
duction, Health, Family Law, Peace. The programs will
be available in celebration of International Women's
Day. They are also available on cassette for non-
broadcast use. For more information contact
RadioWest, Box 785, Venice, CA 90294.

The expenses of The Family of Women project have been paid
for by a grant from National Public Radio's Satellite Program
Development Fund, and generous donations from individuals
and private foundations.
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UNITED NATIONS

Mothers and children at the rural health center in Villa Colon, a village near San Jose.

Let Him Withdraw

Family planning was a central issue at all three of the
Decade Conferences. While access to birth control can be a wel-
come option, women from Third World countries often resent the
attitudes of “experts” who claim that poverty and starvation are
simply the result of women bearing too many children, Unequal
distribution of wealth and economic control by governmental and
multinational interests are not often cited as part of the problem,
Instead programs aimed at diminishing the role of women in
reproduction are heavily funded, while the need for social change
is ignored.

Any exploration of family planning must include an exami-
nation of the intentions of those who promote it, Respect for the
health and judgment of women in the Third World is conspicu-
ously lacking: hazardous contraceptives are imposed on them,

sterilization is often forced on them, and their traditional methods
of birth control are replaced by Western ones. These practices
have political implications in that they may be used to reduce the
ranks of people who are considered “undesirable.” This has been a
primary concern for many Third World women who have seen
themselves as targets of such manipulation.

Efforts to control women’s reproductive decisions have taken
a new twist with the US House of Representatives® approval of an
amendment to the Foreign Aid Bill, which gives the Reagan
administration the power to withhold aid to countries where abor-
tion is legal, In response to this, UN delegates from many coun-
tries drew up a petition arguing that birth spacing is essential for
the health of mothers and children, and presented it to the US
delegation.
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Demonstrating the varying viewpoints on family planning
present at the Forum, excerpts from two interviews follow. The
firet speaker is Dr. Grace Delano, coordinator of the Fertility
gesearch Unit in the Department of Obstetrics n!od G at
the College of Medicine Hospital in Ibadan, Nigeria. The Unit
offers reproductive health services, training and research in mater-
nal and infant health care. The next speaker, the Director of
Maternal and Child Health in the Ministry of Health, is a med;-
cal doctor and a member of the Sudanese Women's Union. [We
have been unable to get her name]. Both interviews were provided
by Adi Gevins of the project Family of Women.

Dr. Grace Delano

When you talk about serving areas in Africa or,
specifically, in Nigeria, we believe in an integrated approach. We
want to look after the mother and the baby. So if we are talking
about fertility control, we are not just referring to controlling fer-
tility and leaving aside the health of the mother and the child.
We always try to have the type of program that would guarantee
the child's life, too. Underlying factors that result in infant mor-
tality must be taken care of,

In Tbadan, we were prompted to start talking about tradi-
tional methods by the misconceptions about family planning that
most people had. They tend to give the wrong impression about
what family planning stands for. They think that it is another
way of trying to impose new ideas onto African culture as though
family planning has not always been part and parcel of our cul-
ture. Another misconception, whenever the Western countries
talk about family planning, is that they tend to think of genocide.
This is all rubbish. There is no genocide whatsoever.

Trying to motivate someone to improve their quality of
life by educating them on how to reduce maternal and infant
mortality rates cannot be interpreted as genocide. But this accu-
sation prompted us to investigate the traditional methods of
birth control used by our ancestors in order to refute the claim of
those who think that because we are from developing countries,
we are ignorant. They think we are all illiterate and can’t think,
that we are all backward and don’t want to progress. So we col-
lected information on traditional methods and actually some of
them are still being used; they are culturally and religiously
enforced. We have not been able to analyze these methods yet,
but we are told that some of them are very effective.

One very important thing is to respect the culture and
beliefs of the people you are treating. If you are going to intro-
duce any new methods, you must discuss it with them. Let them
see why you are introducing a new method and never put down
their own traditional method. You might ask, “Would you prefer
the injectable modern method or the scarification of the tradi-
tional?” In examining the two, she would weigh the balance and
see that one of them is more hygenic, straightfoward, the dosage
is easily available, there is no tetanus involved unlike the other
method where you use an unsterile blade, and then you apply a
mixture coming out of an unsterile container. So, you can see,
you are not forcing her to use injectables, you are just telling her
that there is a traditional method and a scientific method.

We always believe in voluntary acceptance when using
birth control. We believe in telling you everything about all
methods including the side effects and complications. And they
really appreciate that we take the time to explain things.

Another thing that we are always told is that the Western
countries are dumping drugs on us. But whenever we have new
contraceptive methods or drugs coming to us, we test them, too.
We have scientists, many of whom were trained in developed
countries and have returned to work in their own countries. So
they should be so happy that those who were given the
knowledge are now putting what they learned into practice in
their own countries, But instead, they have the impression that
people in the developing countries cannot conduct research
although research is a requirement in getting our degrees.

We do have a Food and Drug Act in our country, so it is
not like these drugs just get dumped at our doorstep. If the
developed countries would just take some time to see what regu-
lations we do have, they would see the misconceptions and
misinformation they have had in the past.

So when you talk of African people, you must realize that

we have ways of doing things that are different from your
approach in the United States. The sooner that people in

developed countries trust ys and credit us with some sense, the
better for us and for you, tag

During one session in a series of workshops entitled “Fam-
ily Planning Techniques, Counseling Services,” Dr. Delano
described some of the traditional birth control methods still prac-
ticed in her region.

We have a traditional injectable method which we call
scarification. You make an incision above the pubic region or on
the spine of the woman. When she starts bleeding, you rub a
concoction that has been prepared by the herbalist. It then gets
absorbed through the blood stream and is supposed to be a long-
acting method of contraception. This is still used today, but I do
not know how effective it is.

In oral contraceptives, we have herbal teas that the woman
takes and also a chewing stick. The chewing stick can either be
used to get a woman to start contracting to induce labor or it can
be used to procure abortion.

There is also a diaphragm. Traditionally, limes are cut in
half and the inside is scooped out leaving the skin which is used
to plug up the cervix.

Spermicide consists of things like cooking oil, vinegar,
s0ap, potassium, caustic soda and other things. They are used in
conjunction with some local herbs, leaves or roots that have been
soaked in these things and then put into the vagina to plug it up.
You can conduct your own experiment at home by taking some
oil and dropping a bug into it. You will see that it will die
because of lack of oxygen and reduced movement. So you can
see that these people were very knowledgeable.

Withdrawal is a method that is common to everyone of us.
In addition, we have exercises that can be performed to expel the
sperm. After sexual intercourse you can either wriggle vigorously
or go into the vagina and vigorously mop out the sperm.

There are also charms. We use the snakeskin. It can be
worn as a pendant or a waist band. The belief is that wherever a
child is not wanted, the child will not go there, just as the snake
who sheds its skin will never return to the place where it molted.

Then there is the barrier method. This is normally used on
adolescents. When a child goes traveling and the mother fears
she might be raped or get pregnant, a special mixture made with
red parrot feathers is put on the ground. When one crosses over
it, an invisible barrier is created in the vagina of the woman or
girl. If any man tries to penetrate her, he eventually gives up out
of frustration of not being able to penetrate.

Then, of course, we have another one which is usually
practiced by jealous husbands who want to prevent infidelity. A
substance is given to the woman so that if anyone tries to have
intercourse with her, the vagina goes into spasms and locks. The
couple will be locked together and have to go to hospital to be
separated. Of course, this will cause a lot of shame.

Physician from Sudan

In a country like ours where the infant [nonality rate is
140 per 1000 births, where infectious diseases kill so many chil-
dren, where malnutrition affects about 30-50% of the people,
where malaria is a killer disease, where measles is a killer disease
although it could be stopped by immunization, how can you tell
us to stop having children? When a mother has 12 children, only
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Social worker operating a family planning clinic in India.

three or four may live. I am a doctor, but 1 would not go for
family planning.

Qi: \:’hn( do you think of governments encouraging family plan-
ning?

A: You know, this is a very sensitive question. In my country,
there arc four family planning organizations. So far, not many
people go for it. The government had to agree to offer family
planning, but it was not successful. It was included in maternal-
child health clinics so that if a mother comes to the clinic, you
can sce if she needs family planning or not. You know, mothers
used 10 breast-feed for two years and they used to get physiologi-
cal amenorrhea. My mother, for instance, used to breast-feed for
two ycars and she would never get pregnant before the third
year,

Q: Are your objections to family planning related to a religious
objection?

A: No, I don’t think religion has anything to do with it. In my
country, children are security. I care for my mother now; she is

ISIS/ILO

76 aad ¢ aw mvahid. My sisters and I take care of her

s 1t <he had no children, nobody would look after her

are wo hamses for the elderly here. If you have children. you
secunty. Now, if @ woman cannot hmc_childrcn for health re=
eoms, then | advise them not to have children. But it shoufd nos

be offered to every woman,
Q: Are there agencies in Sudan that are trying to promote family
planning?

A: There are Americans. I'm not a member of any of the family
planning committees, but I know that the Americans pay a lot of
money to push family planning. In a country like ours with only
22 million people in 2.5 million square kilometers, that means
you have two to three people per square mile. And still we go for
family planning.

Q: What do you think their motivation is?

A: I think the multinationals, imperialism and the new colonial-
ism have to do with pushing family planning into the
undeveloped world. They want to have a Third World market.
They don't want us to be developed. They don’t want us to be
cducated. Once we are free, they won't be staying in Africa
anymore.

Q: Ronald Reagan has threatened to withdraw aid from African
countries because of the pro-abortion policies of some of the fam-
ily planning agencies.

A: Let him withdraw all his aid. Let him withdraw all his bases.
Let him withdraw all the Americans from Africa. O

Copyright Adi Gevins/Family of Women. Use for broadcast is
prohibited; other use only with express permission of Adi
Gevins/Family of Women.

Further readings:

o The Right to Live: Poverty, Power and Population Control, &y
Betsy Hartman, Institute for Food and Development Policy, avail-
able Fall 1985.

o Indigenous Abortion Practitioners in Rural Bangladesh, &y
Shamima Islam, available from Women for Women, Road No. 4.
House No. 67, Dhanmondi R.A., Dacca, Bangladesh. $3.00 plus
postage.
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Sterile Solutions

John Cunnington/War on Want
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Health worker at a non-government clinic in Bangladesh.

In July 1985, an international emer-
gency conference on reproductive technology
and genetic engineering was held in
Villinge, Sweden. Women from 16 countries
came together to discuss current research
and experimentation in the field of repro-
ductive technology, and to develop strategies
for women to maintain control over their
bodies. This meeting was called by the
Feminist International Network of Resis-
tance to Reproductive and Genetic Engineer-
ing. Recognizing the growing international
trend toward the development and use of
reproductive technology, the group hopes to
become a broad-based, international resis-

tance movement. Their upcoming events
include a meeting for women of Common
Market countries in 1986 and an interna-
tional conference on the medical and
scientific crimes against women in 1987.

At Forum ’85, three of the women
who had attended the meeting in Sweden—
Farida Akhtar of Bangladesh, Jalna Han-
mer of Britain, and Helga Satzinger of West
Germany—presented a workshop entitled
“New Reproductive Technologies” as a
means to get other women to organize
around the issue. Presentations from Helga
Satzinger and Farida Akhtar are excerpted
here.

Helga Satzinger

I am going to explain a little bit of
what the new reproductive technology is,
what we call reproductive engineering. |
will begin with in vitro fertilization (IVF),
which 15 2 way of impregnating 2 woman
and is done in a hospital or a laboratory.
With IVF, the eggs of a woman are
removed from her ovaries through very
painful surgery under anesthesia. After
that, the eggs are fertilized with 2 man's
semen in the laboratory, although this
doesn’t always work. After that the eggs are
replanted into the womb of a2 woman. She
doesn’t have to be the one who produced
the eggs; the doctors can give one woman'’s
cggs to any woman they want to. This
method then allows for selection of those
women who are to give eggs, and those
who are to carry the baby.

The second implication of this
method is that if you have a fertilized egg
in a laboratory, you can manipulate it. You
can perform surgery, you can make twins
out of it, you can select for sex, you can
check what genetic properties are in this
fertilized egg, such as whether there is a
predisposition for diabetes, or heart disease
or cancer—diseases which often have
environmental causes. You can use these
fertilized eggs to do genetic engineering.
That means you can add or remove genetic
information. This is not yet being prac-
ticed, but they are working on it in the
industrialized countries.

IVF is being promoted because of
increasing infertility among men and
women in the industrialized countries.
They are even promoting IVF in response
to men’s infertility. They say it is easier for
semen to fertilize an egg in a dish than in a
woman. So a treatment that does definite
harm to a woman’s body is being used to
treat infertile men. Imagine, operating on a
completely healthy woman! This is already
being done in the United States.

The reasons for infertility are
environmental pollution, psychological
problems, IUDs and other contraceptives,
or damage to the tubes from surgery. They
say that infertility is sometimes the conse-
quence of doctors’ treatments. Now they
offer a treatment to counter it.

One form of prenatal diagnosis is
amniocentesis. In this procedure, cells are
removed from the liquid surrounding the
fetus and checked for genetic disorders.
You can do that in the sixth month of
pregnancy. In West Germany it is com-
monly done to women over 34 years old to
check for hereditary diseases. The women
then have the right to abort the fetus.

The methods of prenatal testing are
now improved, so that they can do it in the
sixth or seventh week of pregnancy. This
method, which was developed in China, is
called chorion villi biopsy. With this test,
as with amniocentesis, you can check the
child’s sex and what kind of genetic make-
up it will have.

I don’t know if you've noticed this
stall outside in the courtyard. It says
“select the sex of your child. Baby girl or
baby boy.” It’s by a Nigerian family plan-
ning organization called PLAN. I asked
them why it is necessary to select the sex of
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Philippines
—-\

The Philippine group GABRIELA
(General Assembly Binding Women for
Reforms, Integrity, Equality, Leadership
and Action) came to Nairobi to tell Forum
delegates about what is happening in their
country under the Marcos regime. While
government officials were painting a rosy
picture at the UN conference, GABRIELA
was actively disseminating information
which revealed the other side of women’s
status in the Philippines.

GABRIELA, a coalition consisting of
87 women’s groups from around the nation,
was formed in early 1984 during a forum
which included women from many sectors of
society. Prior to this, women’s organizations
formed a small part of the broad opposition.
Although there has been resistance to the
Marcos government for years, the situation
has escalated with the assassination of
popular opposition leader Benigno Aquino
in 1983. Since then people have been active
and vocal in expressing their political
discontent. GABRIELA represents this
growing interest among women in liberating
the nation from an unjust regime and in
organizing themselves around women’s
issues.

GABRIELA held a well prepared,
organized workshop entitled “Women and
the Strategy for Genuine Peace and
Development.” The room was decorated
with posters from GABRIELA and other
Filipino groups. In the back, there were
tables displaying books, magazines, posters
and Filipino handicrafts for sale. As women
moved comfortably around the room, look-
ing at literature or finding seats, a Filipina
:roman played guitar singing songs in Taga-

og.

g .The three-hour workshop was a com-
bination of Filipino liberation songs, reports
on the status of women and their organiza-
tions and a slideshow. There was also time
for questions and statements. As each
woman spoke, the reality of the popular
movement in the Philippines unfolded.
What follows are excerpts from that
workshop.

GABRIELA is so named in honor of
a woman revolutionary leader who, in the
17th century, led one of the massive revolts
against the Spanish colonial masters. When
her husband, a general of the revolutionary
forces, died, she was made the general. She
led successful forays against the Spanish
until she was captured and executed. So
GABRIELA stands for Filipina woman-
hood, for her role in the struggle for eman-
cipation, and against oppression and
exploitation.

Formerly a Spanish colony, the Phi-
lippines is where East meets West. It is
strategically located because it is the gate-
way to Asia and the Pacific. It’s one of the
world’s largest archipelagos with 7100
islands. The people are of Malay-
Indonesian extraction mixed with Chinese
and Spanish. We have a population of 54
million people in a country the size of the
British Isles.

Peasant Women

Peasants comprise the largest sector
of our community and yet they get the
smallest share of the wealth. The majority

have had only three or four years of school-
ing, if any. Their economic survival is con-
tinually being threatened with possible
eviction from their own land. The very
low income of peasants is due to the low
profits of tenant farmers, the exorbitant
cost of pesticides and fertilizers, and the
lack of participation by the peasants in the
pricing of their products. In addition, the
blatant cheating in the measurement of
their farm produce and the greed of multi-
national corporations has turned cultiva-
tors into landless workers. The rural areas
are so underdeveloped that many peasant
women go to the big cities to work as
domestics, where they often become vic-
tims of sexual exploitation. [It is estimated
that there are 120,000 prostitutes in the
Philippines.]

The intense militarization has caused
a lot of problems for our farmers. In parts
of Mindanao the people have suffered
chemical bombings, which have caused
birds and monkeys to fall dead from the
trees and people’s skin to peel off. [Much
of the armed opposition to the Marcos
regime is based in Mindanao which is
predominantly Muslim. An oppressed
minority in a Christian country, the Moro
National Liberation Front has been waging
a war of independence since 1972.] These
incidents have forced farmers to leave their
land. While being resettled in crowded huts
fit for chickens and pigs, many have
become victims of measles and influenza
epidemics. When they return to their
farms, they often find the area has been
cordoned off by the military to become
new acquisitions for multinational corpora-
tions. [More than 100 multinational agri-
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business corporations now control more
than 74% of the cultivated land ares in
Mindanao.)

Military abuses such as stealing
chickens, fircbombs, sexual molestation of
women, disappearance of men, and arbi-
trary arrests and detention are rampant,
Women are placed in the position of
scarching for missing husbands and sons or
becoming the family wage carner if (heir
husbands are killed.

Socially and cylturally, women are
relegated to a very humble position because
they cannot acquire education. They are
also the most malnourished because the
best food is given to husbands and chil-
dren. They are burdened with child rearing,
housckeeping, tending the gardens, raising
poultry, weeding, planting, harvesting—all
without pay. In the prevailing Philippine
system of landlord/tenant relations, Fili-
pino peasant women and children are
expecied 10 help on the farm and their
labor is not compensated,

WATCH: Mindanao (Women's Alli-
ance for True Change: Mindanao) is the
umbrella organization for militant women's
groups in Mindanao, the second biggest
and southernmost island of the Philippines.
WATCH: Mindanao actively supports the
peasants’ demands for debt reduction,
climination of usury and genuine land
reform. It is also fighting against exploita-
tion of women and child labor, as well as
pressing for the expansion and improve-
ment of essential services such as health,
communication, nutrition and water,

Women Workers

In the export-processing zones, 85-
90% of the workers are women, all of
whom are exposed to health hazards and
toxic substances. High work quotas are
imposed, especially on those in the elec-
tronics industry. In fact, if a worker meets
her quota one day, it will be raised on the
next.

There are a number of anti-labor
laws in the country. Workers on picket
lines can be legally fired or killed for going
on strike. This year alone in Mindanao,
cight women have been killed and scores
have been injured on the picket lines. But
women in the export-processing zones,
especially electronic workers, are still
organizing by staging protests and actions.

The Urban Poor Women

The underdevelopment and poverty
of the countryside push women to the
cities in search for a better way of life. But
more often than not, they end up in con-
gested slums.

In the Philippines, women hold the
purse strings. This is not necessarily a
privilege because when the money is short,
it becomes a burden (o buy enough food to
feed the family. For the urban poor

woman, education for her children 1s a lux-

ury.

” There are no jobs. So she washes
clothes for a peighbor or sells things in the
streets like barbecued chicken feet—not
even the other parts, which are 100 expen-
sive for her and her neighbors. She
receives no social services, and in the eyes
of the government, she doesn't exist.

In the name of development or pro-
gress, her home is demolished for a new
office building or monument. Women have
protested the demolition of their homes by
fighting the police and mulitary. Many
women have been successfully mobihized
by the Alliance of Nationalist Women in
Unity, which has some 4000 urban poor
women, and around 20 middle class
women. These women are working
together 10 change the system and protect

their rights.

Middle Class Women

The business community and the
middle class have also been affected by the
political and economic crisis. With an
inflation rate last year of 125%, production
costs have risen. In general, there is a loss
of confidence in the government as the
economy becomes less stable. Decrees are
often issued at the whim of the President
making it difficult to conduct business. It is
a rule of thumb to plan only for two
months at a time.

Women Professionals in the Philip-
pines (WOMB), is the only women's organ-
ization based in the middle class that is
anti-fascist and anti-imperialist. In spite of
this, WOMB has managed to reach out 1o
others in the middle class as more and
more people have decided to fight the dic-
tatorship and the US presence in the Phi-
lippines. Even people of the business sec-
tor have joined in mass demonstrations
and rallies.

The Decade of Women

When the UN Decade started in
1975, 30% of Filipinos were living below
the poverty line. Today, that figure is 72%.
Over the last ten years, militarization of
our country has also increased. In 1972,
when Martial Law was declared, we had
50,000 military personnel. Today, we have
more than 250,000, as well as several
thousand paramilitary units. Whereas the
military used 1o be confined to security
affairs, now you will find military men in
the judicial, legislative, administrative and
executive bodies. They are partners with
the dictator in several businesses.

Military operations are overt. They
arbitrarily pick up people and kill them.
They go inside barrios, ransack houses and
take whatever they can. If the military
suspects that one area of the countryside is

—

infiltrated, they will occupy the area. Fre.
quently they use other tactics, such as pal.
itical assassination.

We have done a study of the effect of
militarization on women. Our primary
sources are women who have been affecieg
by human rights violations, such as poly;.
cal pnsoners and women who have beeg
tortured and arrested. Based on our st
there are about 15,400 people who haye
been direct vicums of human righy,
violations—a conservative cstimate because
we could not talk to evervone who hag
been a victim. Of these, 10% are women,
Most are from Mindanao. Mamal law way
supposed 1o have been repealed in §945,
but statistics state that there has been no
significant change in the number of humap
rights violations despite this.

What is more imporiant about these
human rights violations and the increased
militarization of our country is the suppor
from the United States. Reagan has given
$500 million in direct mihtary aid 1o the
Philippines. The United States has huge
economic and military interests in the Phi-
lippines as demonstrated by the network of
transnational corporations and the presence
of two US military bases.

Throughout the years of colonializa-
tion, Filipinos have fought and died for
freedom. We are nearing a point where we
might become Asia's next Vietnam. Just
before we left the Philippines, Marcos.
threatened by the response of the people,
called for assistance from the United
States. If the US provides military assis-
tance, there will be a bloodbath in the Ph:-
lippines. During the Philippine-American
War in the 1900s, [a war which ensued
after the US acquired the Philippines at the
end of the Spanish-American War] 60,000
Filipinos and thousands of Americans died

So, we ask our sisters here 10 umite
with us in solidarity to dismantle the US-
Marcos dictatorship, 10 establish a demo-
cratic coalition government in the Philip-
pines, 10 oppose increasing US aid and
intervention in the Philippines, and to sup-
port the women's mass movement in s
struggle for national liberation, emancipa-
tion and peace. O

Further Readings:

o "GABRIELA Goes Nationwide, ™
Womenews, March 1985, Women Siudies
and Resource Center, Room 303 Frapcisco
Bldg. San Pedro Street, Davao City 9501,
Philippines.

o “Taking a Share of History—The
Women's Movement in the Philippines,”
Philippine Report, March, 1985, v.2, #3.

o Filipina | and Filipina 2—Essays, edited
by Mila Astorga Garcia, Marra P.L. Lanot
and Liliea Quindoza Santiage, New Day
Publishers, Quezon City, Philippines, 1985
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CO-MADRES

Few Latin American women were present at the NGO
Forum; they numbered around 350 according to Inter Press Ser-
vice. For most Latin American women, the trip was too costly,
and others chose instead to go to the third Latin American Femin-
ist Encontro (Meeting) which took place in Brazil two weeks after
the NGO Forum. Many Latin American women voiced frustration
with the planning of the Forum because translations were not pro-
vided for the majority of the workshops.

Fr?m the first day of the Forum, a petition was circulated
condemning US intervention in Central America. Before the
Forum ended, a demonstration was held on the Great Court to
express solidarity with the people of Central America.

The following interview is with Alicia, a member of the
Committee of Mothers and Relatives of Political Prisoners, Disap-
peared and Assassinated of El Salvador Monsefior Oscar Arnulfo
Romero (Co-Madres). The interview was conducted and translated
from Spanish by Connexions.

We Salvadoran women found out about the Decade at the
end of 1984. We didn’t realize that an evaluation was taking
place. Thal_‘s sad. You see, we women only know about the war
and repression that’s going on right now. It’s very important for
us to be here to talk about our reality and to give our own
evaluation. We put a lot of effort into getting here.

We don’t have any workshops scheduled. At first, we
didn’t know the procedures for getting a workshop or who made
up the Planning Committee. Then, when we asked for workshop
times, our request was denied. It’s not in their political interest
for us to be here.

Our workshops were not the only ones denied or cancelled
because they dealt with political issues. It's well-known that
there is a political force here that wants to depoliticize the
Forum so that women will just talk about *“women's issues.”
They wanted to disconnect us from our reality. And that is a
political position. But at the same time that they've been block-
ing our participation, we've also been receiving a lot of support,
and getting some attention. There are a lot of progressive people
here who want peace and who know that we want peace.

Whenever we talk about problems such as hunger, employ-
ment or education, we have to look at the causes of these prob-
lems. For us we cannot talk about the Salvadoran people without
talking about the war under which we live. Also, we believe that
without social change, there won’t be good consequences for
women.

Co-Madres was established in 1977 by nine mothers. It
uses the name of Monsefior Romero [who was killed by a death
squad in 1980] because he was the one who advised us to unite
our voices for more strength to reclaim our children who have
disappeared. As the repression grows, so does Co-Madres. |
joined in 1978 after my 13-year-old son was arrested by the
National Guard. At that time there were 150 members; now we
have more than 550. Some of our members have disappeared,
been arrested, or assassinated.

At first we marched and had meetings at the markets to
inform young people about the situation. We went to the
cathedral and the churches to denounce what was happening. We
presented letters to the government, the Ministry of Justice, and
the Assembly, but all of our legal efforts to find our children were
in vain.

Since 1983, we have been holding a sit-in for peace every
15 days in front of the cathedral. At the last sit-in we had at the
end of June, 6000 mothers showed up. We also hold peace
marches. We still present our demands to the Assembly, the
Ministry of Justice and the Napoledn Duarte government, which
responds with North American planes and counter-insurgency.

WOODFIN Ciup

. B

“Voicing our strength to reclaim our children who have disappeared.”

Duarte’s government is without power or authority; the power is
in the hands of the military. Duarte is like a flower vase because
if he is put in the middle of the table, he stays there. If they
move him to one side, he stays there. If they move him to the
other side, he stays there too. His government does not respond
to the needs of the people.

We have an office in central San Salvador where we have a
photo exhibition every 15 days and put out a weekly newsletter,
Daily we receive 10 or 15 reports from mothers whose children
have been killed. There have been days when as many as 50 or
60 people have shown up and we couldn’t take in all of their
reports. From our office, we broadcast a daily 15-minute radio
program of all the information we have received in the previous
24 hours.

Twice a week, a Co-Madres delegation visits the political
prisoners and gives them food, clothing and medicine. Also, once
a week we distribute food to their families, In all of these activi-
ties, we demand the end to the bombings, the massacres, the mil-
itary aid. All the military aid that the US gives to El Salvador
goes for murdering defenseless people. There is a lot of scorched
land as a result of the bombings and so many people are burned
by the white fire—napalm.

We know of at least 2500 orphaned children. It is our
responsibility as mothers to give them attention, food, medicine,
whatever the children need. Co-Madres was threatened in 1942
by the mayor of San Salvador, Roberto D’Aubuisson [a 1984
presidential candidate and leader of the right-wing party
ARENA, reputed to have connections to the death squads] who
said in one of the newspapers that he would decapitate the moth-
ers one by one for denouncing the government. During this time,
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xidnapped 84 of our orphaned children, one of whom
Y 4 up dead. They are in danger because their parents have
ared, been murdered or are political prisoners,
Since 1983, we have been taking to the streets, We wear
ok dresses as a sign of mourning for the over 50,000 known
4. 1f you add those who have not been found, the figure is at
60,000 [out of a population of ﬁyc million]. We wear white
andkerchiefs on our heads to symbolize peace. We also wear req
h wers 10 symbolize the spirit of our struggle and the blood
W‘ncd. white flowers as a tribute to the disappeared, and green
srl\_ﬂ to symbolize the hope that they are still alive. Our form of
18" besides being a visible expression of our unity to the
¢ ional and international press, also gives us some protection
t:M the death squads. It is one thing to gun down a diverse
from of women, but it is another when the women are al|
sﬂ‘“cr:-d in black and are known to be part of Co-Madres,
dress puring the clection campaign, Duarte promised Co-
dres that he was going to dismantle the death squads. But, on
Ma sntrary, they are stronger and more active than ever before,
‘,“-_c\ arc NOW two new US-trained death squads that use more
m‘m(_awd means of capturing and killing people.
“The death squads are at the heart of the armed forces, 1
 this because when the death squad captured me, the men
& " ame in my house—maybe 20 of them—were wearing mili-
that gecorations or army uniforms with civilian shirts, A week
1an re the death squads came to my house, a man came up to
10‘8\". ng he was a Jehovah's Witness selling books. He passed
€ v house a few times. The day they came, he was the one
* 1 led the death squad platoon. He was a North American and
tha \d hardly speak Spanish. He hit me with the butt of his rifle,
"ked me in the gut. He said, “Get her, get her,” when they
h}cd to rape my 12-year-old daughter. Miraculously, she managed
i escape. They raped me, then they left me bleeding terribly
10 use the rifle barrel they pushed in my vagina had scraped
When they told me to walk to the door, I couldn’t get up, so
ey kicked me over to the door and hit me.
° In November 1984, Co-Madres was awarded the Robert
edy Foundation prize for our human rights work in El Sal-
ador. The US State Department denied visas to our group, but I
‘as able 10 get one, and toured ten states. The tour was a great
w but I was followed by a man who, I was told, was a CIA
suwss’m Everywhere I went, he would stick to me like a flea. This
interviewed me twice.
man lf%:c US State Department has also accused four mothers
100k a trip to the US of being terrorists, of planting bombs;
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:‘;g were implicated in some police assassinations. This was all
in\“tmcd to denounce Co-Madres and to isolate us because we

e support of the Salvadoran people. Accusing the moth-
f,’;‘f,fﬂ:emgfg is like saying to the death squads, “Look, there
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they are! Seize them!”

On June 13, 1985, the offices of the Human Rights Com-
mission and Co-Madres were attacked. Documents, written tes-
timonies and lists of people who are collaborating with us were
taken. Whatever happens to those people, the Duarte govern-
ment i responsible

On June 2, 1985, the army invaded the social security hos-
pital where 4 labor strike was going on for higher wages and
better working Cﬂndmom They arrived by helicopter and para-
troopers came down. They captured the staff and doctors who
were in the labor r00m where women were giving birth. As a
consequence, one of the babies died. This happens today in this
supposed democracy of the Duarte government.

With this in mind, we ask that the Duarte government
renew the talks with the FMLN [Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front, the organized opposition movement which the
government is fighting]. The government at first accepted the
idea of dialogue, and talks were begun in La Palma and
Ayagualo. But after Duarte returned from a visit to the US, he
flatly refused to resume a dialogue. We believe he is directed by
the US government so that they can carry out their plans. The
clections were a North American plot, as well, so that the US
public would believe that the money poured into El Salvador is
strengthening a democracy. We as mothers and as Salvadorans
call for an honest dialogue in which the Salvadoran people will
have ample participation. O

Contact:

o CO-MADRES, 2a, Avenida Norte y 17a, calle Oriente 1003,
Planta Alta, San Salvador, El Salvador or CO-MADRES, AP 7-
825, Col. Roma Sur, México DF 06700, México.

o Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador
(CISPES), PO Box 50139, Washington, DC 20004.

o Women'’s Association of El Salvador (AMES), PO Box 40311,
San Francisco, CA 94140.

Further Readings:

e Women and War in El Salvador, from WIRES, 2700 Broad-
way, Rm. 7, New York, NY 10025.

o El Salvador: A Gross and Consistent Pattern of Human Rights
Abuses, a compilation of material from Amnesty International,
US Section, 304 West 58th St., New York, NY, 10019.

o Reagan, El Salvador and Central America: Roots of War, a
100-page clippings packet, $6.50 postpaid from Data Center, 464
19th St., Oakland, CA 94612. Bulk discount available.

o “What Do You Expect, We Organized,” Connexions #14, Fall
1984.

o The Long War: Dictatorship and Revolution in El Salvador,
James Dunkerly, Junction Books, 1983.

FLORENCE GARDNER
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e people of Central America.
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ASIAN WOMEN SPEAK OUT!

Y

(i stan Women Speik (Jut!

ASIAN WOMER'S CONFERENCE ¢
0N LS T e N VRS S O s .
zwmnas M i U

Women from Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bangla Desh, the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia,
Hongkong, Singapere, Japan, Korea, Australia and the Pacific discuss the gains and gaps and the impact
of the Decade on the lives and struggles of grassroots Asian women.

mn&mmnﬂm:mm«-mcyhm
femnists (0 reach out to each other, and while recogrmsing the
commonaiites and the ditferences of our fves stuations and our
struggles. we have been tryng to evolve a common conceptual
framawork and common strategies towards the new society thal we
seek. To tha end, women rom 16 Asian countries decided 10 work
on individual country reports on the wmpact of the Decade on the
women n hey countries and 1o undertake an analysis of women's
struggles and femunist consciousness in each country.

Representatives from these 16 countries met under the banner of
the Asan Women's Research and Action Network to assess the
Decade on the Asan level Fourteen of the reports were
subsequently brought together in a Consolidated Asian Report

From the individual country reports, it became clear that despie
the diversity in this region, Asian women were exploted and
oppressed in the home, at work, in society, and that this situation
was getting worse.

The reasons for the subjugation of Asian women are political,
economc and cultural with patnarchy culting across all three
spheres. The kberation of women therefore must encompass all three
spheres and must, at the same time, fight aganst patnarchy . In other
words, Asian women must see their struggle as all-encompassing
and this struggle must be for national, i e , structura ranstormation

Women's Groups and Movements
The Women's Movement in itsell was discussed in great detal m

terms of what constiutes the movement. The different kinds of

women's organizations that exist in the region were analyzed The
organzations identified fall inlo the following categories:

1 Professional organizations usually with an internabonal or national
identity.

2. Women's social welfare organizations which usually do charity
work. They may exist at all levels — from national down to the
village level.

3. Women's wings or ams of mixed groups such as political
parbes, trade Unions, peasant organzations and religious
organizations.

4. Women's equal rights groups which seek equal rights within the
exsting system.

5 Women action groups which come together for specific issues

AWRAN flyer distributed at Forum 85.

6 Femwust groups This category may be differentated in terms of
the tollowng
8) Those which challenge patnarchy and have a democratic
collective structure with a femunist perspective.
b} Those which have the four dimensions ol national, class,
gender and cultural — religonvethnicity caste
Whie all the above have specific roles 1o play in the movement
we beleve that it s the feminsst movement working side by side with
the movements of other oppressed masses that will fully actieve the
natonal transtormation and the new sociely thal we seek
The femaust movement works hand in hand with progressive,
democratic and left larces for national transformation Of society. But
we beleve that it must reman autonomous from the political parties
to be able to nfluence such forces, so that the women's issue will
not be subsumed The feminust movement must continue its efforts at
networking — within the naton, within the sub-region and also
internatonally
With this perspective in mind, AWRAN planned transnational Asian
researches and common action programmes on the following
subjects:
1. Impact of populaton control policies on the Asian women.
2. Violence aganst women, use of women as sex symbols
3. Industral health hazards
4 Tounsm and prostitution
§ Creatve works of women in terms of stones, poems, Songs.
theatre, elc.
6. Women and rural technology: vocational education
7. Mgranl women workers.
8. Women and peace; disarmament.
9. Problems of mmority women.
10. Training/organizing technology. joint workshops, inventory of
researches, bibiography of women's studies, internship

programme exchange.
Contact addresses Teresita Quintos Deles
Ms. bene M Santego AWRAN Secretariat
¢/o Pépma. PO Box 208 o Pilipna
Davao City 9501, 12mdeh"=l
Tel 79558, 6-39-49 Project 4, Quezon City
Phdippines
Tel 775341
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Alternative Voices
Asian Women's Research and Action Network

The flyer on the preceding page was
handed out at the Forum by members of the
Asian Women's Research and Action Net-
work (AWRAN) to publicize their
workshop. In preparation for the Nairobi
conference, women representing 14 Asian
countries (Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal,
india, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Indonesia,
philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Japan,
Korea, Hong Kong, and Australia) prepared
glternative country reports on women during

Decade. These were then presented at a
¢hree-day conference in May 1985 in the
philippines.

The three-hour workshop in Nairobi
included a panel of seven women from India
(two representatives), Sri Lanka, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Japan and the Philippines, who
offered a summary of the conference held in
May. Included here are excerpts from the

blication Asian Women Speak Out! A
14-Country Alternative Asian Report On the
Jmpact of the UN Decade for Women which
was also available at the workshop. Some of
the topics covered in the workshop were
religious fundamentalism, prostitution: tour-
jsm, changes in women’s employment,
reproductive technologies, strategies of the
women’s movements and networking. For
copies of the reports, please see the contact
address at the end of this article.

AWRAN began when a group of
Asian women from 10 countries gathered
together at the International Conference on
Teaching and Research Related to Women
in Montreal in August 1982. At several
meetings we discussed the need to define
feminism in specific Asian terms. We also
expressed the need to integrate research
and action to bring about vital changes in
the lives of women, especially those in the
grassroots realities of Asia.

AWRAN operates through Country
Networks which draw on the relevant
resources within the country to feed into
the Regional Center. The Country Net-
works receive and promote information
and initiatives from the Regional Center.
They also initiate activities as well as
undertake expansion of AWRAN within
the country. The Regional Center collects,
collates and disseminates information on
research on women being carried out in the
region. It also promotes the growth of
interaction between feminist research
groups and feminist action groups.

Our objectives are: to build an Asian
network of women involved in research
and action for their mutual support and
development; to exchange information and
experiences; to identify gaps in research
subjects or methodology, and to promote
work in these areas; to bring research and
action groups into ongoing interaction with
each other’s work and ouput; and to engage
in action on common issues.

The Alternative Asian Report

The objective of the Alternative
Asian Report was to evaluate the Decade
on Women from the point of view of
cquality and justice, rather than mere
growth. This meant examining the develop-
ment relating to women from an Asian per-
spective. To understand this phenomenon,
a brief historical review of development is
essential,

_ Most of the countries in the Asian
region have moved from traditional
_societies  through colonial, dependent
economies to post-independent societies,
which still bear the marks of economic and
cultural dependence. During the recent
decades, many development models have
been experimented upon in these countries.
In the 1960s, the growth model was tried
out and an annual growth of 5% had been
achieved by most countries. Nevertheless,
unemployment increased and disparities in
people’s income widened. In spite of a rise
in the. GNP, poverty did not disappear.

Since the growth model did not bring
the expected results, the developing nations
became increasingly militant and began
demanding a New International Economic
Order—a fairer share of the world’s
resources and better terms of trade. The
so-called experts had to develop a new
strategy—Basic Human Needs Strategy—
which was a ploy to avoid dealing with
structural issues.

In the early 1970s the concept of
integrating women into development was
discussed. As early as 1970, it was pointed
out that women in developing countries

had not benefited from the type of develop-
ment that had taken place there. In fact,
their status had declined. Many reports on
the status of women prepared by the
governments for the UN World Conference
on Women in Mexico in 1975 also came to
that conclusion. It was revealed that
women'’s status had deteriorated in most
developing countries in education, employ-
ment, health, politics and decision-making
and other areas. Thus, the World Plan of
Action was presented at this conference
demanding that the governments should
make efforts to remedy the situation by
“integrating women into development.”
Consequently, the UN organizations, the
World Bank and donor agencies all began
to talk about women and to include a com-
ponent on women in their programs.

The new strategy of “the integration
of women into development” meant in
most cases getting women to work in
market-oriented production and thus bring-
ing them into the world market economy.
The strategy did not include the idea that
women should expand subsistence produc-
tion for their own sake. Income-generation
in this approach meant money income.
Money income could be generated only if
women could produce something which
could be sold. People who could buy these
products live in Western countries. This
meant export-oriented production.

At around the same time that the
“integration of women into development”
came into vogue, the new international
division of labor was designed and put into
practice. In the old world division of labor,
raw materials were produced in the Third
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Harvesting grain near Lunauada, Gujarat, India, 1977.
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World, transported into  industrialized
Countrics in Europe and the USA, later also
Japan, and transformed into industrial pro-
ducts which were then marketed in the
industrialized countries ot exported back to
the Third World. During the early period,
the machine-made textiles, which were
cheaper, were forced on the Third World
markets and this ruined their own textile
industrics. This phenomenon resulted in
industrialized countries getting richer and
the colonics or ex-colonies getting pooret.

Around 1977, national and multina-
tional companics in Europe and the USA
realized that the boom of continuous
growth was over and the recession was
going to end the entire system of the world
cconomy that they were controlling, if a
radical change did not occur. A new model
was introduced: labor cost intensive
processes were to be exported into the
Third World, i.c., industrial plants were to
be shified and the Third World cheap labor
was to produce the industrial products.
And the agriculture was to be modernized
through new technologies and agricultural
products to be produced for export to the
nich countries.

Thus, the Free Trade Zones (or the
Export Promotion Zones), World Market
Factories and Export Production Villages
are being set up in Third World countrics.
This partial industrialization does not
mean that Third World countries have
much control over these industries. In most
cases, factories are relocated in the Philip-
pines, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand, etc.
Third World governments have agreed to
restrict trade union activities in these Free
Trade Zones to facilitate smooth produc-
tion.

The integration of women into
development also emphasized certain
prerequisites for women to move into
development such as education, technical
training, decision-making positions, initiat-
ing legislations, etc. However, it is easier
to adopt reformist measures like income-
generating projects, education, job skills,
nutrition programs, etc. than to examine
the root causes of sexism, the commerciali-
zation and marginalization of women.
Women’s oppression at home, at work and
in society generally are not examined.
Rape, wife-beating and other forms of
violence against women are not discussed.

Most importantly though, the nature
of development that the women were going
to be integrated into was not questioned.
It was generally accepted that the present
economic system of Western capitalist
growth and the new development strategies
were suitable for the Third World; the only
unsuitable aspect was that women were left
out of the mainstream of growth and
increased economic production.

No model, neither the economic
growth model nor the Marxist model, has
addressed the problem of patriarchy.
Society’s acceptance of male domination
and control of women by men has per-
vaded development work. Traditional
patriarchal structures of society have not
been questioned,

The challenge for women in develop-
ment work lies in initiating dialogues on
the type of society that they want and
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Cover of the AWRAN report distributed at Forum '85.

developing  strategies to achieve these
objectives. The direction and basis for
change should look toward the vast major-
ity of the people, not the microscopic
minority clite.

Government Initiatives—Mostly Lip Service

Most governments subscribe to the
Decade’s goals of Equality, Development
and Peace, but without any real commit-
ment. Many government programs—aiming
only for women’s access to credit, water,
education, etc.—do not challenge develop-
ment models or confront the sexist bias of
program designs and processes.

In almost every country, women’s
income-generating projects are confined to
traditional areas, especially sewing projects.
The questions of how much income can
actually be generated, who benefits from
the income and what changes the program
makes in the subordinate status of women
are never raised. Training programs are
often confined to traditional "feminine”
skills such as cooking and embroidery,
although the market demands other skills.

Laws either stop short of granting
genuine equality or are shot through with
holes. Where laws are good, the support
structures are lacking or nonexistent. In
Pakistan, because laws are becoming more
regressive, women have to struggle to hold
back the considerable erosion of their
rights.

Some initiatives are made for the
wrong reasons. The provision of childcare
facilities in Singapore is seen as a costly
but necessary measure to relieve women’s
childcare responsibilities and to free them
to enter the work force. They are not seen
as a social investment to release women’s
potential to work and live a full life. As
such, the planned expansion of affordable
childcare facilities is nowhere near the
scale needed to enable the majority of
women to participate fully in the work
force.

Because women are seen as passive
beneficiaries, they rarely participate in
identifying their own needs, making their
priorities and planning their activities.

However, there are programs which
genuinely benefit women—such as the
Change Agents Program of Sri Lanka [a
state-run program that encourages village
groups o analyze power structures, identify
their own problems, and take action to
meet their needs] have the full participa-
tion of women.

Government structures (as well as
non-governmental organizations or NGO:s)
which deal with so-called women’s affairs
are headed either by elite women or, as in
the case of Thailand, by men! In some
cases (as in Indonesia, the Philippines and
Sri Lanka) the wives of government
officials from the highest to the lowest vif.
lage unit take charge of women’s develop.
ment programs for the government. Usy.
ally these ministries or bpreaus have little
or no funding, compete with other agencies

or lack sufficient motivation  and
enthusiasm. ) .
Some short-term economic gains

come out of these government programs,
although in most cascs these are achieved
at the expense of women’s basic rights to
organize and, In the case of income-
generating projects, to get a just return for
their labor.

As for the NGOs, they are often so
small in scale that they have no meaningful
impact on the condition of women. Most
of the funds that were made avanlqble for
women’s development projects during the
Decade were allotted to established groups,
rather than small, emerging ones. ]

Many NGOs confine their activities
to functional types of work, such as child-
care, welfare and health matters and
income-generation. They are wary of taking
on legal issues and therefore address
women’s issues inadequately. However,
some of the best NGOs have worked with
grassroots groups doing consciousness-
raising, organizing and mobilizing. In these
programs they have been able to develop a
new type of democratic leadership among
the most disadvantaged sectors of women.

Contact:

o Irene M. Santiago, AWRAN Secretariat,
c/o Pilipina, PO Box 208, Davao City 9501,
Philippines.

o Teresita Quintos Deles, AWRAN Secre-
tariat, c/o Pilipina, 12 Pasaje de la Paz,
Project 4, Quezon City, Philippines.

Further Readings:
o Change, occasional papers on the position
of women in different countries with a series
on Asian women, 29 Great James St., Lon-
don WCIN 3ES England.

e In Search of Answers, edited by Ruth
Vanita and Madhu Kishwar, Zed Press,
1984.

o Feminism and Nationalism in the Third
World, Kumari Jayawardena, Zed Press, to
be released in 1986.

WOMENEWS
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pacific Action

from Japan were
sented at the NGO
with 800-10(;0 in
nce. They conducted
'":k"g""'l” on such topics as
W‘;m‘._m.klng. prostitution,
po . crimination, sex education,
die men's _ liberation and
"o e—with the topic of
I""“. attracting the largest
most diverse group of

a7 nese women. In the fol-
J":‘g article by Seona Mar-
10 xcerpted from  Forum
i ceveral Japanese femin-
& xplain why so few parti-
* ' from their country

nts
:‘:;. feminists.
“Yes, we were worried

the large numbers of
"hqptsaid Kyoki Katsuki, an
U% Jish teacher and member
"’{"fhe Agora feminist group.
put at the first workshop we
n, &n African woman said
’;c'was surprised to hear us
 resent such critical material,
nd women from Canada,
ritain and other
industrialised countries told
they had similar problems.
“S--SO it was important that
did come, important for us

to know this.”

Chiyo Saiioh, an editor,

timated that only about 10
es, cent of the Japanese
f::,men at the Forum were
feminists. She said some local

vernments in Japan funded

isi conferences and that
;sr;t: :v%men would have used
the Forum as an excuse, and
then gone off on tours after a
few days at the workshops.

The number of real
femninists in Japan was very
small and many women's
organisations did not
advocate women'’s rights, Ms
Saiioh said.

Feminism was a bad word
in Japan. Ms Iketani, a radio
journalist and labour union
leader, said that although her
women’s union was in fact a
women’s rights organisation,
it kept the image of a labour
union because that was more
acceptable.

Many of the Japanese
workshops dealt with the
problems of working women.

Ms Ishihara, who works for
a construction company, told
how two women who had
worked 30 years for a
company recently got a

romotion — to the same
evel as a man who had begun
work this year.

J:Eamse women were kept
on the lowest levels of power
and pay, and “treated as
housewives” in the work
place. Even universkt{y

raduates were affected, Ms
amishita said.

o

One of the reasons for dis-
cnmination against women
workers and their lack of
opportunity for promotion
was the belief that they would
leave work when they matrieqd
and had children, the group
said.

Japanese men usually
Joined a company for life and
expected to spend their whole
carcer with one organisation.
Women, because they were
expected to leave when they
married, were not considered
lifetime employees and were
therefore not given training,
promotion and pay rises,

Considerable pressures
existed on women to marry,
they said, and single and
divorced women were dig-
criminated against, often by
other women,

There had been little about
women's rights, the Forum
and the UN Conference in the
Japanese media ‘‘because the
big companies don't like it"
and the women felt that if
they came to Nairobi and
talked about their problems,
the information would even-
tually leak back to Japan.

They also wanted to tell
others about the Japanese
situation, but considered
their biggest task was to
change the attitudes of
Japanese women.

“But we do not like it when
Western feminists come to
Japan, see how discriminated
against we are, and say that
we are 10 or 20 years behind
the Western world. We have
our own unique way of
improving the status of
women, which will not
necessarily follow the West.”

FORUM '85, JULY 18, 1985

By Cocma Mt
Wossen of the Pyine had
beed eapored g bion
Aangers, Made | 4 s ning
groomd for o Aceprives
AN AANZEN it e
and pesticides hiected
16 over adveys ‘g of
INfenior iMper ed foade
droge and alconag and

made dependest o 1y
waAge economy which they
could enter only 4t yhe
fowest wage levels they
said in a2 statemen
prepared this week in
Nairobi

Pacific women at the
Forum have formed 4 roup
which includes represen
tatives from the Pacifie
islands, Australia, Acteame
(New Zealand)., Philippines,
Kanaky (New Caledonia)
East Timor, Weat Papua
(lrian Jaya) and
Philippines

They are taking the stare
ment to their country delega
tions to the UN Conference
The statement says the
women see the Pacific region
23 an economically dependent
area, increasingly reliant on
external aid, and increasingly
susceptible *o political
manipulation

Pacific women pull together

We ver adr gecnle
Wigrating <t of ine Paific
Being Aryes pirod
rmpls el ped
€AORrien sud yulfering
ealtural aliogatine eand
raciam

I is cue

wagrasibulity s
” ' "

wamen Af the wield ¢

enmbine to heing th

papleitation th an mmediate
ha't

Non-indigen Pacific
women give their wiporet 0
the statement ta all
indigerwus pecple’s sight (i
welf determination qnd
awnerthip of land  and
deplore continued «uffering
and violence in Fast Timor
West Papus. Australia
Aotearna, Belau  Kanaky
Polynesia, Marshall lalands
Philippines and Easter
kland .
The statement includes
separste sections on Anstrabis
coneerning Aberiginal rights
Anteéarna on indigenous
people’s rights. on West
Papua supporting self
determination and indepen
dence and calling on govern
ments to <top military
assistance to the Indonesian
Government  and  recognize
horder croasers to Papua New
Guinea as refugees, on

WATCH-MI NDANAO

Ranaky call e g stup
Froncl roprensinn and e
ding of New Caledinia on

Fihe U'N Com

o Bast Time
calling fie 3 comefion and
e thdrawal of [ndrassien
armed firves and syporet of
the restared Fast Timor

Mumtralia rartio il and om
the Philipnines ealling v

the 1gends

mitten of [

wprwer Ge dismantling the
United Srates Mar
fictatorskip ard Iding of
10 giiide’s dormierat

tin

ln 2 wwetion on pedes and

ficarmament the «faterment
siliciis tBe cight of ¢
Pacitic aatinns tn «olf
determination in theie trreign
plicies and (reedim frm
overt and ervert domination
by superpawers amd other
powerfiyl natinns
region

The statement supports 3
total nuclear ban and an end
tn all nuclear etplimions and
denuclearization of the lands
and waters

“We have heard our sisters
from manv different Pacific
countries sppak of cancer and
ather radiation induced
linesses and deathe which
they have endured since
nuclear testing hegan

n the

“We have heard of land be
ing forcibly taken out of use
for people’s living needs and
used as military bases te<ting
grounds and weapons
storage

“We have heard of radi
active contamination of the
oceans, and at pre<ent there «
an average of one nuclear
explosion a week

The statement calls on
greater support for the United
Nations and machinery for
conflict resolution, and par-
ticcpation of women in peace
initiatives and dunng the
International Year of Peace.
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Men, the obstacle in the paciﬁc

organisations as bodies for
teaching and preserving the
traditional arts and crafts of’

by Seona Martin

For many in the South women.

her husband.,

mav be forced to leave the
countries because the right ot
citizenship is not available to

\

heard

together to make their voices

By the end of the Mexico
meeting. Pacific delegates

although still comparativelv

Wll-prepared cause of t
ahsence of any co-ordinating
“machinery

Pacific islands region the
impact of the Decade has
had all the excitement of
dead fish.

‘New Zealand is the only
country in the South Pacific
to have signed the United
Nations Convention on the
eliminaton of all forms of dis-
crimination against women.

In some countries, women
were better off tradmonplly
than the UN could possibly
make them. In Samoa for
instance, where women
trad.tionally have hnfh
status, they will give careful
thought before urging their
Government to sign.

Ruth Lechte, who works for
the World Young Women's
Christian Association in the
South Pacific, says that
modernisation, lned movel ::
cash cropping and weste
educnionpqng reduced both
the status of females and
their involvement in their
societies

In some countries, such as
Fiji, where some women have
leadership status, they have
contnbuted to preventing the
escape from oppresive tradi-
tion, even perhaps unwit-
tingly. They see women's

Representatives of Pacific
Women's NGOs' meeting in
March said: ‘Cultural,
traditional and religious
beliefs continue to be
obstacles to solving women's
health problems. Such things
as access to sex education
contraception and good food
during pregnancy are
examples of this.”

Not only have Pacific
gvernments not signed the
f).\' conventjon, but some
have avoider planmnﬁ for
women altogether, usually by
claiming that women were
lradllionnll‘ equal anywa?f‘
or that they were fully
included in the country's
overall development plans.

e Fiji National Council
of Women, after gainin
awareness at the Mexico an
Copenhagen meetings,
produced a national plan for
the second half of the decade
and submitted it to the
ﬁu\'emment in Apnl 1981,
he government is “'still con-
sidering it".

. In_Fiji, and several other

Pacific countries, women
marrying citizens of those
countries, may apply for
citizenship, but a woman
citizen marryihg a non-citizen

There are also laws which

discriminate against women
by insisting that the children
take the race of their fathers.
laws in inheritance and lan
downing which affect women;
and employment laws which
discriminate against them as
well as lack of Taws which fail
to help them in areas of equal
pay and conditions.
. Women’s work is often
invisible to planners and deci-
sion makers, and national
statistics dn_ not reflect
women’s contribution to the
economy

Yet there are many Pacific
women who have been affec-
ted by the Decade

The Pacific women who
went to the Mexico con
ference in 1975, were nervous,
confused and had hutle
understanding of what the
theme “equality, develop
ment and peace” was about
They lacked organised
regional or national plans for
improving the lot of women

ut they did come away
with something important
an awareness that the ter
national women's movement
was something which also
involved Pacific women, and
that Pacific women had to get

made a joint statement on
two 1ssues of unique impor-
tance in the Pacific: opposi-
tion to French nuclear testin
in the South Pacific, an
support for independence for
colomal territories

Such “political™ state-
ments are the sort which
often arouse opposition to
feminists by people who
believe the women's Decade
should be confined to areas

such as health, "nutrition,

child-care and craftwork
Even the names of women's
organisations and natwonal

agencies retlect this
attitude “women's
interests” othice’” “social

development othice ™ women's
attairs department™. run by
“home  demonstrators™ and
“women '\ interests officers
Tonga is the oalv country
which has taken 1ts women s
department out of the realms
of home economics, renamed
it the “women in develop-
ment umit’. statfed 1t with
“women's development
officers” and placed it in the
Agnulture department.

At Copenhagen, for the
Mid-Decade meeting, Pacific
women were much more
aware and organised.

Some things have hap-
pened. among them the
establishment of the Pacific
Women's vurse Bureau.
several countries have recen-
tiv set up natwonal women <
programmes, and some have
put women s sections 1nto
their plans while Papua New
Guinea has rights for women
written intoits constitution

Writer Vanessa Gniiten
says that Pacitic women have
learned to press tor their
issues and to demand greater
representation

‘However. | feel the
momentum has sipped away
trom us. How mucﬁ thinking
are we actually duing for our-
selves” Men are clearly the
biggest obstacle to the

rogress ot women in the
Pacitic €\ are in power,
make decinons and control
women

“The women's movement
must begin with women heing
able to see their oppression
and. separate from what is
being oifered to them. define
their own_ solutions. In this
sense we in the Pacific have
not got a women's movement,
but we must develop one. It
does not require funds. It
requires ourselves.”

FORUM '85, JULY 15, 1985
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Resources

Apency femmes Infarmation (French). waelkly internntions) women's hews eervice
and research conter, 21 rue de Jevheure 75002 Paric, Prance

Agore (Tapaneer) twice yearhy Japanese feminiet journal, oo POC Publiching 1.9-4
Shinjukn, Shinjulu. Tokyo 160, Japan

Abfad Journal (Frglich). achnlarly eemiannual University College for Women PO
B 167, Omdurman, Sedan

Al-Reide (Fglith) women's studies international quarterly, Institute for Wesmen's
Studies in the Arab World (IWSAW), PO Box 1305053, BUC, Beirtt, Lebanon
AMPO (Pnglish), progressive quarterly on labor and Japan's world role, PO Box
5250, Tokvo International, Japan

Anagan (German), feminist bimonthly, Eisenbahnstr. 4, 1 Berlin 36, Weet

Germany

Archives Recherches Lesbiennes (French), leshian quarterly bulletin of the Lesbian
Research Archive, /o C. Lesselier, 48, rue Sedavine, 75011 Paris, France.

Asian Women's Liberation (English and Japanese editions), feminist quarterly,
Shibuya Coop, Rm. 211, 14-10 Sakurataoka, Shibuyaku Tokyo 150, Japan.

Axizn Women's Research and Action Network (English), newsletter published by
AWRAN which provides abstracts of research and articles on women in Asia, PO
Box 208, Davao City, Philippines.

Asian Women Workery' Nﬂdma (English), quarterly documenting the growing
movement of Asian women textile and electronic factory workers, Committee for
Asian Women, 57 Peking Rd., 5/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Auf (German), feminist bimonthly, Postfach 817, A-1011, Vicnna, Austria.

Balai (English), Asian quarterly journal, P.O. Box SM 366, Manila, Philippines.
Barricada Internacional (English and Spanish editions), Sandinista newspaper, Apdo
5/6, Managua, Nicaragua.

I-hu_du iz3w~Informationzentrum Dritte Welt (German), monthly pertaining to
the Third World, Post. 5328, Kronenstr. 16, Freiburg, West Germany.

Body Politic (Elydiih). gay/lesbian monthly newspaper, Box 7289, Station C,
Toronto, Ontario M5W 1X9, Canada.

Boletin Internacional de AMES (Spanish), bimonthly bulletin of the Women's
Association of El Salvador promoting national liberation and the role of women,
AMES, A.P. 20134, Mexico D.F.

Broadsheet (English), feminist monthly, PO Box 5799, Wellesley St., Auckland,
New Zealand.

Brujas (Spanish), feminist quarterly, Associacioh Trabajo y Estudio sobre la Mujer,
Calle Venezuela 1286, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Brujas (Spanish), feminist monthly, Apdo. Acteo, 49105 Medellif, Colombia.
Balletin of the CWDS and Samya Shakti: A Journal of Women's Studies (English),
published by the Center for Women's Development Studies, the first is a bi-annual
newsletter with information on women's organizations, activities, news items, etc.;
the second is an academic yearly journal of women’s studies, ¢/o Vina Mazumdar,
B-43, Panchsheel Enclave, New Delhi, 110 017, India.

La Cacerola (Spanish), feminist bimonthly, GRECMU, Juan Paulier 1174,
Montevideo, Uruguay.

Cazhiers do Feminisme (French), feminist bimonthly, PEC, 2, rue Richard Lenoir,
93108 Montreuil, France.

Les Cahiers du GRIF (French), feminist monthly journal, 29 rue Blanche, 1050
Brusselis, Belgium.

Canadian Woman Studies/Les cahiers de la femme (in English and French), feminist
academic quarterly, 204 Founders College, York University, 4700 Keele St.,
Downsview, Ontario M3J 1P3, Canada.

CCSA SACC (English), quarterly bulletin on South Asian women, 874, rue
Sherbrooke est, Montreal, Quebec H2L 1K9, Canada.

Chara com Chana (Portuguese), lesbian newsletter, GALF, Caixa Postal 62.618,
Cep 01.000, Sab Paulo, SP, Brazil.

Change (English), occasional papers on the position of women in different
countries, 29 Great James St., London WCIN 3ES, England.

Chronigue (French)! feminist bimonthly, Universite’des Femmes, Place Quetelet,
1030 Brussels, Belgium.

Cidhal Noticias (Spanish), quarterly feminist news bulletin, Apdo. 579, Cuernavaca
62000, Morelos, Mexico, J

CIM (Portuguese), feminist bulletin of the Women’s Information Center, Caixa
Postal 11,399, 054099 Sad Paulo, Brazil,

Clit 007 (French), lesbian bimonthly, Centre Femmes, 5 bd. St. Georges, CH-1205
Geneva, Switzerland,

COMAI (Spanish), bimonthly feminist bulletin focusing on health, Apdo, 2172,
Estacion Metropol Shopping Center, 00919 Hato Rey, Puerto Rico,

Coyuntura (Spanish), newspaper on Guatemalan politics, Apdo. 174, Sabanilla
Monies de Oca 2070, San Jose, Costa Rica,

CRIF (French), feminist quarterly, 1, rue des Fosses St, Jacques, 75005 Paris,
France.

Critieal Arts (Faglich), alternative quarterly on South African media, c/o
Comremsporary Culrural Studies Unit, University of Natal, Durban 4001, South
Africa

Ceadernos del Tercer Mundo (Portuguese and Spanish editions), progressive
monthly by Third World journalists, Apdo. 20572, 01000 Mexico D.F.
(Cebntame ta vida (Spanish), feminist magazine on women, creativity and culture
AA. 3021, Cali, Colombia.

ws Women's Features (English), weekly feminist news service focusing on

Asian women, Box 1843, Manila, Philippines.

DIVA (Dutch), lesbian bimonthly, Postbus 10642, 1001 EP Amsterdam, Holland
1’Echo do Macadam (French), bimonthly newspaper for prostitutes’ rights,
L'Association Pallaques, 6, rue Frochot, 75009 Paris, France.

Emma (German), feminist monthly, Kolpingplatz 1a, 5000 Koln 1, West Germany
Eva & Company (German), feminist quarterly on art and literature, Annenstr 1,
A-8020 Graz, Austria. 4
FAMW Newsletter (English), networking publication of the Federation of African
Media Women, Editorial Office, Ziana, PO Box 8166, Causeway, Harare,
Zimbabwe.

Federation of African Media Women Features Service (English), African women's
newspaper clipping service, FAMW, PO Box 50795, Nairobi, Kenya. ‘

fem (Spanish), feminist bimonthly, Av. Mexico No. 76-1, Cal. Progreso Tizapan,
Mexico, D.F. 20,

Feminist Forum (English), monthly newsletter by Japanese and foreign women,
CPO Box 1780, Tokyo 100, Japan.

Femmes & Societes (French), women's networking magazine, Villa 811, Sicap
Baobabs, Dakar, Senegal.

The Filipina (English), bimonthly on the social conditions of Asian women, 222-D
Ibarra St., Makati, Manila, Philippines.

Fireweed (English), feminist quarterly of art and politics, PO Box 279, Station B,
Toronto, Ontario MST 2W2, Canada.

Friends of Women (Thai), feminist monthly, 2/3 Soi Wang-Lang, Arunamarin Rd.,
Bangkok 10700, Thailand.

Fujin Tembo/Japanese Women (English and Japanese editions), fcmini;t momhly in
Japanese, bi-annually in English, The Fusae Ichikawa Memorial Association, Fusen
Kaikan, 21-11, Yoyogi 2-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151, Japan.

Girls’ Own (English), feminist bimonthly newspaper, Box 188, Wentworth Bldg.,
Sydney University, Sydney 2006, Australia.

Herizons (English), feminist monthly, 200-478 River Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3L 0C8, Canada.

Hysteria (English), feminist cultural and social quarterly, PO Box 2481, Station B,
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 6M3, Canada.

Ideal Woman (English), bimonthly on social conditions of African women, PO Box
57357, House #F, 800/1, Cantonments Rd. Accra North, Ghana.

ifda dossier (in English, French and Spanish), bimonthly of the International
Foundation for Development Alternatives, 2, Place du Marche] CH-1260 Nyon,
Switzerland.

ILIS (in English and French), newsletter of the International Lesbian Information
Service, Centre Femmes, 5, Blvd. St. Georges, CH-1205 Geneva, Switzerland.
Immigranten (in English and Norwegian), anti-racist quarterly, Postbuks 244
Sentrum, 0103 Oslo 1, Norway.

International Labour Reports (English), bimonthly, 300 Oxford Rd., Manchester
M13 9S, England.

Iride (Italian), newspaper on women and peace, ¢/o Ada Donno, Casella Postale 46
73100 Lecce, Italy. .

IRIS, The Republican Magazine (English), monthly with emphasis on women, 51/5
Falls Rd., Belfast 12, Ireland.

The Irish Feminist Review (English), annual, Women's Community Press, 48 Fleet
St., Dublin 2, Ireland.

ISIS WICCE Women’s World (English), thematic international feminist quarterly,
PO Box 2471, 1211 Geneva, Switzerland.

ISIS International Women’s Journal (English and Spanish editions), international
feminist networking quarterly, via Santa Maria dell'Anima 30, Rome, Italy or
Casilla 2067, Correo Central, Santiago, Chile.

IWGIA, (English and Spanish editions), quarterly of the International Work Group
for Indigenous Affairs, Fiolstr. 10, 11/1 Copenhagen K, Denmark.

IXQUIC (Spanish), bulletin on Guatemalan women, Centro de la Investigacion de
la Mujer en Guatemala, Apdo, Postal 27008, CP 06760, Mexico D.F.

Katijf (Dutch), feminist bimonthly, Nieuwe Herengracht 95, 1011 RX Amsterdam,
Holland.

Kinesis (English), feminist monthly newspaper, 400 A W. 5th Ave., Vancouver,
British Columbia V5Y 1J8, Canada.

Kjerringrad (Norwegian), feminist quarterly, Radhurst 2, 0151 Oslo 1, Norway.
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Kommentar (Swedish), international independent socialist bimonthly, Box 4243,
i i ) thly of the Lutheran women'* k
(orrespondcnr n (German), monthly omen's work grou
?—,rn Postfach {,7': f;'z 2000 Frankfurt 17, West Germany, ke
Kvennabladid-Vera (Tcelandic), feminist quarterly, Hotel Vik, 101 Reykjavik,
Jocland.

Kvinder (Danish), feminist bimonthly, Gothersgade 37 1v, n23 Copenhagen K,

Penmark.

Kvinnejournalen (Norwegian), radical feminist quarterly, Postboks $3 Buyn, Oslo 6,

Norway.

‘xdnm Bulletinen (Swedish), feminist bimonthly, Kvinnohuset, Snickarbacken 10,

111 30 Stockholm, Sweden.

1ADOC (English and Spanish editions), bimonthly of Latin American

a‘\vmcnmion. Apdo 5594, Lima, Peru.

1es Tesbiennes (French), lesbian separatist quarterly of_ the Les Lesbianaires

archive, ¢/o C. Menteau, BP 2024, 1000 Brusscls, Belgium.

1esdisch Archivaria (Dutch), lesbian feminist quarterly of the Lesbisch Archief,

postbus 4062, Lecuwarden, Holland.

jesdenstitch (German), lesbian bimonthly, Postfach 304149, 1000 Berlin 30, West

Germany.

1P, Journal of Women in the Visual Arts (English), feminist annual, PO Box 139,

parkville, 3052 Victoria, Australia,

povetann (Norwegian), lesbian/gay quarterly, Box 3392, Sagene, Oslo 4, Norway.

oa (Portuguese), feminist quarterly, Informacad Documentacad Mulheres, Rua

Fitipe da Mata, 115-A, 1600 Lisbon, Portugal.

pocciola (Italian), bimonthly on prostitutes’ rights, piazza della Liberta, 13/A,
00193 Rome, Italy.

Manushi (English and Hindi editions), feminist bimonthly, C-1/202 Lajpat Nagar,
New Delhi 110024, India.

1a Manzana de la Discordia (Spanish), irregularly published feminist bulletin,
Grupo Amplio por la Liberacioh de la Mujer, A.A. 20527, Cali, Colombia,
Maria, Liberacion del Pueblo (Spanish), feminist monthly by and for working class
and peasant women, Apdo. 158-B, Ave. Morelos 714, Cuernavaca, Morelos,
Mexico.

Micaela (Spanish), feminist bimonthly on Latin American affairs and exiled Latin
American women in Sweden, ALAM, Box 5099, 16305 Spanga, Sweden.

Mothertongue (English), feminist monthly, BM Box 6790, London WCIN 3XX,
England.

Mujer, Especiales Mujer and Coleccion Comunicacion Alternativa de la Mujer
{Spanish), three feminist pubications of Union of Alternative Communication of
Women, part of Latin American Institute of Transnational Studies (ILET), the first
two are newsclipping services, and the third is an occasional publication focusing
on a specific women’s alternative media group, Casilla 16-637, Correo 9, Santiago,
Chile.

Mujer Cefemina (Spanish), thematic feminist monthly, Apdo. 949, San Jose, Costa
Rica.

Mujer Feminista (Spanish), feminist monthly, Unioh de Mujeres, Apdo. de Correos,
311, Madrid, Spain.

Mujer ¥ Sociedad (Spanish), feminist monthly, J. Trujillo 678, Magdalena del Mar,
Trujillo, Peru.

Mujeres (Spanish), bimonthly women’s magazine published by the Ministry of
Culture, Instituto de la Mujer, Almargo 36—2 planta, Madrid 28010, Spain.
Mujeres Organizandonos (Spanish), occasional folio about working class and
peasant women published by the Institute of Peruvian Women, Maria de Jesus
Alvarado, Av. Arequipo 343, of. 1, Lima, Peru.

Mukti (Bengali, English, Gujarati, Hindi and Punjari editions), quarterly focusing
on racism, sexism and imperialism from an Asian/Black perspective, 213 Eversholt
St., London NW1, England.

Mautherio (Portuguese), bimonthly feminist newspaper, Rua Amalia de Noronha
268, Pinheiros, 05410 Sad Paulo, Brazil.

Network (English), monthly newsletter of the English Collective of Prostitutes,
Women’s Centre, PO Box 287, London NW6 5QU, England.

New Internationalist (English), thematic monthly focusing on the Third World, 175
Cariton St., Toronto, Ontario MSA 2K3, Canada.

NOGA (Hebrew), feminist quarterly, PO Box 21376, Tel Aviv 61213, Israel.

Nuvel Fam (Creole Patois), newsletter of the Muvman Liberasyon Fam, 5 Ste.
Therese St. Curepipe, Mauritius.

OFIS BLONG OL MERI Newsletter, (English), quarterly on South Pacific women,
Box 1327 Lae, Papua New Guinea.

OUT! (English), feminist monthly newsletter of Multi-National Women'’s Liberation
Group, 69 Mauromichali, Athens, Greece.

Outwrite (English), feminist anti-racist, anti-imperialist monthly newspaper focusing
primarily on women of color, Oxford House, Derbyshire St., London E2, England.
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Paris Feminigte (French), feminist Monthly, Maison des Femmes, 8, Cite’ Prost,
75011 Paris. France.
PCR Information. Reports and Background Papers (English), occasional thematic
publications of the World Council of Churches to combat racism. 150, route de
Ferneyi PO Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
P'"‘ﬂf”_f. Pour I'Histolre des Femmes (French), monthly bulletin on research in
WOmen's history and anthropology, 54, Rlvd. Raspail, 75006 Paris, France
()mhgccm (Spanish), bimonthly feminist newspaper covering news from Latin
America and the Dominican Republic, CIPAF, Benigno Filomeno de Rojas 305,
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
Pn;iﬂc and Asian Women's Network (English), newsletter published by Pacific and
Asian \'Vomcn's Forum (PAWF) which collects and disseminates information about
women's action and research groups, 4 Bhagwandas Rd., New Delhi 110 001, India.
Race and Class (English), quarterly theoretical journal, 2-6 Leeke St., King's Cross
Rd., London WC1X 8HS, England
Resources for Feminist Research, RFR-DRF (in English and French), international
quarterly of abstracts and recent research on women, 252 Bloor St. West, Toronto,
Ontario M5S 1V6, Canada.
Rites: for Lesbian and Gay Liberation (English), monthly newspaper, Box 65,
Station F, Toronto, Ontario M4Y 214, Canada.
Saheli Newsletter (English), quarterly of the Saheli Women's Resource Centre.
Office above 105-108, Shopping Centre, Under Defense Colony Flyover (South
Side), New Delhi 110024, India.
Sangharsh (Enuish), feminist newspaper produced by the Vimochana Forum for
Women's Rights, Post Box 4605, Bangalore, 560 046, India.
Serie Mujeres (Spanish), occasional thematic folios on women, Movimiento
Feminista “Creatividad y Cambio,” J.R. Quilca 431, Lima, Peru.
Somos (Spanish), bimonthly bulletin of AMNLAE (Louisa Amanda Espinoza
Nicaraguan Women's Association), Rep. San Juan, 2.1/2 cuadras al $.0., Managua,
Nicaragua.
Spare Rib (English), feminist monthly, 27 Clerkenwell Close, London EC 1,
England.
Spinnboden (German), occasional publication of the Berlin Lesbian Archive,
Postfach 30 41 49, 1000 Berlin, West Germany.
Stree (Marathi), monthly women’s magazine, Kirloskar Press, Veer Savakar Nagar,
Pune 411037, India.
Taiwan Communique' (English), bimonthly progressive magazine on Taiwan, P.O.
Box 91542, 2509 EC The Hague, Holland.
Thamen Maris (Arabic), feminist monthly newspaper, PO Box 217, Central Post
Office, Casablanca, Morocco.
Torajyva (Finnish), lesbian monthly which includes an English summary, Akanat PL
55, 00511 Helsinki 51, Finland.
La Tortuga (Spanish), feminist monthly, Huancavelica 470, Oficina 408, Lima,
Peru.
Transnational Perspectives (English), quarterly journal on global concerns, Case
Postal 161, 1211 Geneva 16, Switzerland.
TrodBle and Strife (English), tri-annual radical feminist journal, /o Women’s
Centre, 50 Bethel St., Norwich, Norfolk, England.
Tu Voz, Mujer (Spanish), semi-clandestine bimonthly newsletter to organize poor
women published by the Committee for the Defense of the Rights of Women
(CODEM), Sede Concepcioh, Cochrane, 1012, 1 piso, Concepcion, Chile.
TW-MAE-W (English), publication of the Third World Movement Against the
Exploitation of Women, PO Box 1434, Manila 2800, Philippines.
Vamos Mujer (Spanish), occasional publication of the Committee for the Defense
of the Rights of Women (CODEM), Casilla 5216, Correo 3, Santiago, Chile.
Ventana: Una Vision Diferente de la Mujer, (Spanish), occasional feminist
magazine, Alda Facio, Apdo. 117, San Pedro Montes de Oca, San Jose, Costa Rica.
La Vie En Rose (French), feminist monthly, 3963 St. Denis, Montreal, Quebec
H2W 929, Canada.
Vi Mahskor (Swedish), feminist cultural quarterly, Barnsgaaten 23, 11641
Stockholm, Sweden.
Viva! (Spanish), feminist publication of the Flora Tristan Investigative Center, Jiron
Quilca 431, Lima 100, Peru.
Voice of Women (English), publication of the Women’s Section of the African
National Congress, PO Box 31791, Lusaka, Zambia or African National Congress,
801 2nd Ave,, Ste. 405, New York, N.Y. 10017, USA.
Voice of Women (English, Sinhalese and Tamil editions), journal for
women’s emancipation, 18/9, Chitra Lane, Colombo 5, Sri Lanka.
WATF (English), feminist bi-annual of the Women's Action Forum, Box 3287,
Gulberg, Lahore, Pakistan.
We the Self-Employed: Voice of the Self-Employed Workers (English), publication of
the Self-Employed Women's Association, SEWA Reception Centre, Opposite
Victoria Garden, Ahmedabad 380 001, India.
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Resources (continued)

Webspinaer (Enghuh). Frminst quensrly pawspzper. PO Boa 1573 Edmonton.
Alberia TS) 2N7, Conada

Wemen and Eavironments (Engluh) femimust tn-anazal on houung develgpmeil
emiogy. planming end design. <0 Lirban and y Studies, 458 Spad
Ave,, Toronte, Omtano M3S 2GY, Caada

Women of Chim (Englut) women's nientbly 50 Deng Stn Kog, Boyng. People
Republic of Chuca.

Women of Europe (Dumish. Dutch. Englub French. Grerman, (jeeck and (nlan
editiony) himonthly nulkm 0N WOMTL'S 822103 10 (he Eyrppean Eeonomic
Communtty, Commisseon of the Europsan Communiiimy Drrectonsie-{reneral
Informaicon, 200 rus de 1 Lo, 1049 Brusssls, Relguem

Wamen of the Whaote World (Arabec, English, French Geyman Russan 2ad
Spanub editons), quanerly affiated with the Conumunygs Party USSR, Women's
Intereanonal Democmne Fedemation, Unter den Linden (3 (080 Berin. Eayt
Crrmany

Woezan Spead (Englush), mnnrrb on (aridbboan wamen. Uamveruty of West Jndies,
Women and De Limie. P ds St Michaz|, Rarbados

Thus is by no meana 2 xempiete list of alternatyve intermasons! publicatnns
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Books Recelved

o Women Workers in Fifieen Countries edited by Jennie Farley,
[LR Press, Ithaca, New York, 1985.

o Revovery—How to Sur*m' Sexual Assault by Helen Benedicr.
Doubleday, New York, 1985,

o Mohawk Trail by Beth Brant, Firebrand Books, Ithaca, New
York, 1985.

e Early Spring by Tove Ditlevsen, The Seal Press, Scattle, 1985
o Toward Economuc Justice for Women prepared by the
women's Economic Agenda for Change, Institute for Policy Stu-
dies, Washington, D.C,, 1983,

o Of Primeval Steps & Future Leaps by Ardea Skybreak, Banner
Press, Chicago, 1984,

o Directory of Collectives 1985 P.O. Box 5446, Berkeley, Ca,
947D5.

o Women of Wixdom by Tsultnm Alhone, Routledge & Kegan
Paul, Boston, 1984,

e The Feminist Cave Against Bureaucracy by Katby Ferguson,
Temple University Press, Phuladelphia, 1984,

o The Working Mother by Alice Cook, ILR Press, Ithaca, New
York, 1983.

o Gendered Subjects—The Dynamucs of Feminist Teaching, by
Margo Culley and Catherine Portuges, Routledge & Kegan Paul,
Boston, 1985,

o Places of Interest 1o Women 1985 Ferran Publications, P.O.
Box 35575, Phoenix, AZ, 85069, $6.00.

o The Religion of the Machine Age by Dora Russell, Routledge &
Kegan Paul, Boston, 1985.

o Good and Mad Women by Jill Julius Matthews, George Allen
& Unwin Publishers, Boston, 1984,

o The Work of a Common Woman by Judy Grahn, The Crossing
Press, Trumansburg, New York, 1978.

® German Feminism: Readings in Politics and Luerature edited by
Edith Hoshino Alibach, et al, and French Feminism in the 19th
Century by Claire Goldberg Moses, State University of New York
Press, Albany, 1984

o Love, Anarchy and Emma Goldman by Candace Falk, Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, New York, 1984.

® Risking @ Somersault in the Air: Conversations with Nicaraguan
Writers by Margaret Randall, Solidarity Publications, San Fran-
cisco, California, 1984

® South Ascan Women et Home und Abroad: A Guide to Resources
edited by Jyotsna Vaid, Barbara Miller and Janice Hyde, Metro-
politan Studies Program, Syracuse, New York, 1984,

® A Daivgue on Thizd World Women: Learming Through the
Humanies published by the Third World Women's Project of the
Insutute for Policy Studies, Washington, D C., 1984

® Fed Up' The Food Forces That Make You Fai, Sk and Poor by
Brett Silverstein, and Gift of the Devil: A History of Guatemala by
Jim Handy, South End Press, Boston, 1984.

® The Self-Publishing Manual by Dan Poynter, Para Publishing,
Santa Barbara, California, 1984.

® State of the World— 1985 by Lester R. Brown, W.W. Norton and
Co., N2w York, 1985

® This Place by Andrea Freud Loewenstein, Pandora Press, Bos-
ton, 1984

® Sex Roles, Family and Community in Turkey edited by Cigdem
Kagigibagi, Indiana University Turkish Studies, Bloomington,
Indiana, 1982.

® Population Factors in Development Planning in the Middle East by
Fraderic C. Shorter and Huda Zurayk, The Population Council,
New York, 1985.

® Trangles by Ruth Geller, and Clenched Fists, Burning Crosses by
Cris South, The Crossing Press, Trumansburg, New York, 1984.

v

W W

i

Scanned with

§ CamScanner“E


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

PSS

0 One year, $12

Librarics and Institutions, $24
Canada and Mexico, US$14
Overseas Airmail, US$20; Surface Us$14

O Sustaining subscription, $25
(Donations are tax-deductible)

0 Connexions T-shirt, $8

Circle your choice:

Color: pink, light blue, black or grey
Size: small, medium or large

Style: short sleeves or sleeveless
(grey available only with slecves)
Second choice:
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0 Connexions Sweatshirt, $13

Choose from black, white or burgundy. SM L

Order two issues and
get the third issue free;

Back issues: $3.00 + .75 postage

Send me:

O #15 Changing Technology

O #}4 Women Inside & Out

O #13 Women’s Words

O #12 Prostitution

O #11 Women & Militarism

O #10 Global Lesbianism II

O # 9 Outrageous Women

O# 8 Culture Clash

O# 7 Young and Old Women
O# 6 Environment—From the Ground Up
O# 5 Women in Eastern Europe
O# 4 Creativity

O# 3 Global Lesbianism I
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Make checks payable to
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