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A journal of translations by, for and about women.

Connexions is the collective product of feminists of diverse nationalities and political perspectives committed to
building an international women’s movement. The articles you will read in Connexions will be written by women from
other countries. Most will be direct translations of single articles and interviews. On occasion, when we have a large
selection of material on the same subject, we will compile the information. In these cases, we will try to remain as
faithful as possible to the original writings, for our goal is to present the experiences and struggles of women abroad as
seen through their eyes. Priority will be given to articles appearing in the feminist press. We will also use material writ-
ten by progressive women journalists published elsewhere.

We want to go beyond merely providing facts and information, and hope that by passing on—as directly as
possible—women’s writings generally unavailable in the U.S., we will be helping women in the U.S. to understand and
connect with the experiences and viewpoints of women in other parts of the world. Connexions will be published every
three months beginning June 21, 198l. Each issue will be devoted to a specific theme and will contain:

' Facts and Figures Relevant information on the context within which women in different regions of

the world live, work and organize, including a demographic, economic and political profile of specific
countries and/or regions.

In building an international women’s movement we believe that it is essential for us to understand that the issues
we face are not always the same. Within each nation women’s lives vary according to differences in class background.
ethnic origins and sexual preference—among other things, so, too, do our lives differ from country to country, culture

to culture, continent to continent. Only as we recognize our differences, will we begin to grasp the deep roots of our
similarities and join forces around the basic struggles that are common to all women.

Women in Action Reports on current developments in the international women's movement: how
women organize in different countries and around which issues; the difficulties they face; and the solu-
tions they find. An historical examination of how early feminists dealt with similar issues, and
accounts of revolts and struggles by women in the past.

We believe that it is only by collective action that we will achieve the kind of change that we, as feminists, seek.
By reexamining our past, we want to remind ourselves of the ways that women in earlier times, under different histori-
cal conditions, took collective action to confront strikingly similar issues.

Women’s Culture Interviews with women writers, performers and artists. Reviews and translations of
women'’s poetry and prose.

Our cultural expressions are powerful means of bridging the gaps between us that our political and linguistic
differences sometimes create, and of broadening the channels of communication.

A Resource Guide will be included in each issue, giving the names and addresses of relevant organizations and a
short bibliography of additional readings available in English and other languages.

Our goal, in producing an ongbing international women'’s publication, is two-fold:

to look beyond the borders of the U.S.; to inform ourselves about the world we live in; and to
connect our lives with those of women living elsewhere.

to contribute to the growth of a worldwide network connecting women working on similar pro-
jects by researching, establishing contacts and exchanging information with other women’s
organizations.

To a large extent, the economic and political conditions under which we live determine the issues to which we
give priority, Women do not live in a vacuum, but in what is still largely a man’s world. It is essential for us_to
understand the workings of that world if we are to understand each other. We wish to encourage women who are not
interested in "politics” to become so; those who do not read "political” literature to do so. We hope that Connexions will
be one step toward building an international women’s movement. [
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There 1s a lack of information in the U.S. about other parts of the world. Often the viewpoints presented in the
U.S. press vary greatly from what we learn through friends abroad and foreign publications. As we read and read to get
a grasp on what 1s happening elsewhere, we find that there is never enough about women, and what little there 1is, is
rarely written with a feminist perspective.

In 1979, a few of us decided to do something about this lack of coverage on women by putting together an inter-
national women's reader. At first, we didn’t know what exactly we wanted to do and how we wanted to do it. Some of
us were working on a monthly newsletter of translations from the international progressive press and had made it a
point to print articles about and by women. But there was always more material than space allowed and we just didn’t
want it to sit on the shelf. For months we worked together, combing through magazines from the international feminist
press, discussing all kinds of ideas and concepts, arguing occasionally as we raced to meet deadlines to produce a special
women’'s booklet. We concentrated on working women, and the title Second Class, Working Class reflects one basic
experience that all women have—we work all our lives, inside and outside of the home, and we are always regarded as
inferior. In November 1979, Second Class, Working Class was printed by Up Press, a women’s printshop.

After six months of work, we were all exhausted. We talked about doing another issue, perhaps with a different
theme, but no one seemed quite ready to undertake anything so ambitious. But the satisfaction of working together on
Second Class, Working Class lingered. It sold well and soon people were asking us when the next issue would be coming
out. We thought about a sequel. Then through contacts and publications we heard about the creation of an international
feminist information network. Vague as that sounded, we wanted to be part of it. Because of our experiences working
on Second Class, Working Class and the materials and sources we had collected, we could best contribute by producing a
journal of translations of what women in other countries had to say about themselves.

In July 1980, two of us went to the alternative women’s conference in Copenhagen to discuss with other women
how to create an international feminist network. The beginning dialogue between women of industrialized countries and
third world women made us more aware of our differences. Yet, it also helped us understand the similarities we share.
We realized once again the importance of learning about each other and of exchanging information.

After Copenhagen we formalized our plans to start a women’s journal of translations from the international
feminist press. We talked to women outside of our group; many responded and joined us. We are women of diverse
backgrounds. Some of us are from the U.S., many having lived abroad; some of us are from other countries. Our
different languages allow us to read and translate foreign publications. We all speak English, and share a range of jour-
nalistic skills. We have worked together for nine months and here we are with Connexions.

This is a 12 page special introductory issue. Connexions will be a 32 page quarterly. The first issue will be
published June 21, 1981.

Contributors

Barbara Baraff, Elizabeth Bell, Kate Benn, Bridget Boylan, Cecilia Brunazzi, Sandra Chelnov, Max Dashu, Sandy Emerson,
Linda Fogel, Norma Fox, Janis Granger, Kallie Halvorson, K. Kaufmann, Kathy Mooney, Anne Murphy, Harriet Older, Ines
Rieder, Shana Ritter, Patty Ruppelt, Merle Shaw, Kathleen Tandy, Leonore Veltfort, Adelheid Zofel.
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(From Newsfront International, English-
language bi-weekly, October 1980.)

The following is excerpted from an
interview with the Egyptian physician Nawal
El Saadawi. The interview was printed in full
in the October 1980 issue of Newsfront
Nawal El Saadawi, now liv-
ing in her native village in Egypt, spoke to a
Newsfront correspondent at the U.N. mid-
decade conference for women in Copenhagen-
in July 1980. Nawal El Saadawi is the
author of many novels and short essays. Her
book The Hidden Face of Eve was pub-
lished in English by Zed Press in 1980.

To me, real feminism means being !
revolutionary. To be revolutionary means |

that one examines the problems of women
from all aspects: historically, sociologically,
economically, and psychologically. And if
you carry out this analysis, you should be
against the establishment, the patriarchal
class system. As a radical feminist, I think
you should oppose imperialism, Zionism,
feudalism, and inequality between nations,
sexes and classes.

Many women become feminists
because it 1S in fashion. But if you ask
them what they mean by feminist they
don’t know. Feminism means you have to
read a lot, to understand a lot, to feel a lot
and to be honest, And to say what you
believe, in spite of the government, the
establishment, or the institution where
you work. You may have to sacrifice a lot.
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That also 1s feminism.

Fighting for a cause, women become
liberated, mentally and psychologically.
Yet it 1S not enough for women to just
participate in revolution. Women have
participated in revolutions now and in the
past. They were liberated during the revo-
lution, and then what happened? After the
revolution, there was a relapse. Why?
Because women have no political power.
They are used by the revolution to carry
bombs or to fight, but the revolution is
still dominated by men. The leaders are
men, not women.

’
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A woman may be used as a tool in _“
the revolution—just as she is a tool in

marriage or a tool in the hands of authori-

g+ ties, whether they are revolutionary or

not. Because women have no collective
power, male authority will tell women to
go back home once the revolution is over.
Women must come together and become
politically powerful to prevent relapses in
the revolution. They struggle in the revo-
lution, they fight colonialism and fight for
national independence, and afterwards
they ought to participate in the govern-
ment as half of society. They ought to
have the same rights as men. But this does
not happen because women lack political
pOWer.

Women should come together and

it be politically organized. We need a politi-
cal party of women, not only social organi-
4 zations. They have to be afraid of us. We

must be able to threaten governments, to
make them fall if necessary. But to just
talk and write, that won’t get us anywhere.
Throughout history, no group of people

has ever obtained their rights by begging
peacefully; they have snatched it from the
hands of the authorities. There is no other
way for women to win.

International discussions can allow
women from different countries to make
an accurate diagnosis of the common

enemy. This unifies women. If we say our -~

enemy 1S men or religion or Islam or
Christianity or the President of the U.S..
we are divided. But if we look at things
globally, a lot of women will say that the
common enemy for all women all over the -

world 1s the patriarchal class system. And 4.
. . X
what did this system create? It created °

imperialism. Imperialism is the offspring
of the patriarchal class system of our .
modern society. So we, as women, can say ¢
that imperialism 1S our common enemy.
Multinationals are the enemy of women in
the US. and in the Philippines, in the

Middle East, in Africa and in Asia. That’s
a start.

But women in the U.S. are more
comfortable because they don’t experience

the imperialist fight which is taking place
on the grounds of the third world. The
war 1S happening in the Middle East
because of the oil. American women do
not feel the effects of impernalism in the
same way as women in Cairo or Beirut.
But even if women are privileged they are
still exploited within the whole system.

Women must not be divided on

shouldn't forget these, but we have to |
recognize the original enemy, the one who
created all the splits amongst us. Who 1s
exploiting all of us? It’s imperialism and
the patriarchal class system. Male domina-
tion and class domination. Some Western
women think it’s only male domination.
But we have class struggle, and we have
the struggle between the sexes. When we
learn that, we will be able to come
together politically and organize.
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NEW TACTICS

(From die Tageszeitung, West German
daily, February 2, 1981; IPS wires, 1981;
and Fem, Mexican feminist monthly,
November 1979.)

According to official statistics, a rape
takes place every ten minutes in Mexico
City, on the streets or at home. A rather
shocking statistic. Until recently, women
iving 1n Mexico City had no where to go
after becoming a statistic. But now any
woman seeking help, especially in regard

to rape, can go to Mexico City’s first
women s center. The center, opened in the

spring of 1980, is organized and financed
by two feminist groups and a civil rights
organization. Twenty women and two men
volunteer to guard the house, which they
rent together. The center is organized into
health, publication and distribution com-
mittees. Information is available on the
psychological effects of rape. After a rape,
many women feel guilty and are pressured
to believe that they may have encouraged
the rapist. Families often reinforce this
sense of guilt forcing some women to
never report the incident rather than be
blamed. Many women who are economi-
cally dependent on their families, prefer to
remain silent than to be thrown out of
their parents’ or husband’s home.

The center wishes to provide more
than rape counseling. "For those who
come to the center, they will find that they
can become conscious of their situation in
society, find ways to change their status,
and learn new ways of relating which are
more equal and anti-authoritarian. It will
be a place where women will discover that
female solidarity is possible,” explains one
woman from the center.

The center is not the first indication
of Mexican women organizing. Mexico’s
women’s movement, as in other countries,
has a long untold history which women
are currently piecing together. In the mid-
twenties a Mexican journalist, Maria Rios
Cardenas, founded and edited the feminist
publication Mujer (Woman). Cardenas was
disturbed that Mexico was indiscriminately
adopting North American customs with
the exception of what she deemed to be
the most important, the custom of what
she viewed as an apparent respect for
women. She blamed machismo to be the
main cause of women’s second class
status. In Mexico City’s streets, women
of all classes and ages had to put up with
obscene and offensive comments directed
at them by men, Much more serious than
this verbal assault was the problem of phy-
sical assault, Rape was supposedly punish-
able by law with a 12 to 15 year sentence

Yet all male juries
refused to consider rape a serious crime,
making it nearly useless for women (o
fight it in the courts. The few rapists who
were convicted, rarely completed the full

term.

of imprisonment.

To protest rape, Mujer did not call
upon its readers to take to the streets, but
rather, in 1928, urged its readers to form
small feminist organizations as a means to
build a national federation of women. By
the late twenties, Muyjer’s readers, mostly
middle and upper class, had influenced the
media and the legal system and helped
change familial law. However, the
economic crisis of the thirties followed
soon after by World War II, prevented
these changes from being implemented
and the movement remained forgotten for
some years.

During the 1960’s and the 1970’s,
Mexico City grew extensively to the
present population of an estimated 14 mil-
lion. Mexico City’s cultural and political
development is strongly influenced by the
many intellectuals and growing number of
Latin American exiles and political
refugees living there. Many women from
the middle and upper class work in profes-
sional fields and thereby have been able to
establish some independence. These




women were the first to delve into the his-
tory of Mexico’s women and to begin
again to raise feminist questions.

While the feminist movement In
Mexico is limited to the wurban areas,
mainly Mexico City, Mexico’s population
is largely rural. The agrarian structure
offers limited opportunity for women to
establish economic independence since
women receive little or no pay for long
hours of work in the fields. Women typi-

cally find work in the service sector, espe-
cially in the tourist areas; the few women
who have factory jobs, are considered for-
tunate. The work force of PEMEX,
Mexico’s nationalized oil company, is only
8% female.

Mexico’s women’s movement IS
presently organizing against violence against
women. In the late twenties, women tried
to fight rape through the courts. Today, the
tactics have changed. Women are staging
demonstrations and forming alliances,
resulting in the opening of Mexico City’s
first women’s center. The founders want
the center to serve all women who want to
take drastic measures against rape. As one
woman explains: "As long as the system
silently encourages rape, women will have
to organize against it and against the system
which supports violent acts against women,"

y

“

Original drawings by Mexican artist Rini Tem-

—eeeeeepleton, courtesy of the Data Center, 464 19th

St., Oakland, CA 94612.
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Yes there is a women’s movement

in Poland..

(Translated from die Tageszeitung, West also have an easier time gaining admission things, are knowledgeable about
German daily, February 4, 1981.) to certain academic programs such as film, feminist ideology and art.

To the right of the entrance to the art, agriculture and medicine. Men with
University of Warsaw a small staircase the same qualifications as women are the An information center covering
leads to the basement where the official first to be promoted. issues such as: feminist move-

student organization Sigma holds its meet- ments; great women past and

ings. Here sits Krystyna Kowalewska, one "We want to have a women’s move- present; the situation of women

of the founders of Sigma, Poland’s first ment  here.  Articles,  newspapers, in Poland and the world.

feminist group organized in late magazines—anything that will help us Contact with feminist movements
November 1980. At that time around one change stereotyped ideas about women. of other countries. (Contacts
hundred women were coming to Club We need the help of the Western women’s already exist with groups in West

Sigma, a few out of curiosity,. a few very movement!" Germany, France and the USSR.)
::‘:;t“;al"” :rlxier‘;lsthgr((i)lg:r zgt)ullcclleage at,?&‘,'et Anyone who has books, magazines,

have learned about the experiences of {il:t:s,w(t)agl)gn,c: Ssg:;iseﬂczgnimzl[llzg '::;f e:’l; = Defensp of w.omen'.s Interests and aid
Western feminists,” explains Kowalewska, problems can send them to the following deve.lo.p ing their [CIUIRISE cORSCIONESS

"and we are adapting them to our particu- address: — Individual leaves of absence for stu-

lar situation in Poland. We've already dents who are three months pregnant. ?'«,5"-. |
made a few contacts and want as much Krystyna Kowalewska
information as possible about the women’s c¢/o Uniwersytet Warszawski heoliaae

movement in other countries. We have Klub Sigma school tex

plans to publish a women’s newspaper and u. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 24 — Adoptlon of a wide inte

to start a women’s theater. The history of 00-325 Warszawa women’s studies ~ program 3
women, their ideas and lives must be Poland Conscnousness-ransmg f -~ women %

known. We’re the ones who will have to
do it. Presently we are planning a seminar

on Polish women who have managed to Demands

escape the narrow traditional women'’s
roles to become a}rtists and sciqntists. Wp — Encourage women to struggle against the
also want a feminist gallery to display their existing exploitation and oppression. .f_ '_#.,;-;“,,

DOIKS: : — Time off for childcare shared by =QQ VA E mphasis m'j-‘-.t.-.fs.}. i icnas
The group has already published a parents. Leaves of absence for up} to:thres iR St allectual s artistic s

list hOf fdemands Wll:iCh ‘heé' ‘ga‘l‘,‘dto, tdisc:llfs years alternated between parents. i | _5::X,‘.,:-‘.-(é.‘fﬁ;-:;

with factory workers and Solidarity, the . development

independent trade union. "Although some T Equal bpay for heq' "‘W"” ., (-'ﬁ‘j'f’fff:

members don’t take the organization that wcl>lmen 3-’0 5 el‘;en t qar  they Wl o B

seriously, the majority of the group is caby a1 l me)nta y as d :manding as men’s

more or less radical, presently the entire Jobs pay less.) ,

group supports our demands. Many of our o anfo ' ;ﬁ‘o‘t-a’i‘if of th

demands conflict with the position of the 'tieg':j'. -s‘.*m‘m n regard

Church. For example, abortion. The  sions in male-domir

Church has clearly spoken against it. We “7 omotion of won

can’t accept that" (Abortion has been  women with equa

legal in Poland since 1958.) ,,u | reir mal

demands that women be given the oppor-

tunity to reach their full pog; fr‘r

Poland women have little tin e to concern

themselves with theu' .u ssion. They

have to work, take f the hous

without the ald '_.m.

stand in store lines, raise the

eVnylhlng ?Alit al ;b

. . B e P \?Ns

- strengthen their resistar s.;;,_,;;;;,@:g ressure
to conform o SRR e S
| :'—-,’, .," 2 "'.,., ; )

'
. ".
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(Translated from Kvinder, Danish feminist ?
monthly, June-July 1980.)
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Rosa Labarca came to Denmark Six A problems.

years ago as a political refugee from Chile. &=

% EDP-company at night. She is active in the &
¥ Association of Danish-Latin American 38
¥ women 5;3’5
| We talked with her about the &8
women’s movement in Latin America &
versus that in Denmark, about being a =

Chilean refugee and about being a Chilean &&=
woman in Denmark.
Q..
between the women'’s movement in Denmark
and in Latin America?

. 7
Do you find that there is a difference /4/

Y 4
o,
s

A: Yes, here in Denmark, you say that &4

-~

women have the same problems whether B2
they re working class or bourgeois. Perhaps &

it is possible to maintain this in Denmark, &7
but the social and class distinctions between |

.

N
-
.
.
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o
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women In Latin America are very great., %
7 ;’?/ Ty g R

77 % ;/, / 7

87, % /4’ /,/ /’%
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women has been a touchy problem for us, for

.| fear of dealing exclusively with that group’s =
ags
_ _ '~ &8 movement’s analysis can only be its members’
She is 28 years old, studies mathematics == problems.

works as a keyboard operator at an @& . TESURE
7 and o y P -1 A: That is true. But your general political |

1 outlook is different. Here your basis is the
~ | material
' Latin America there is a more 1deological

But isn’t it also true that

life. In

difficulties in everyday

1 approach and this is also true in relation to

the woman question. There are politically

~ | active women who maintain that it is wrong
| to speak of feminism at all in Latin Amer-
1 Ica, that is reactionary. Bourgeoils women

were mobilized against the Allende govern-
ment in Chile, for example.

In Latin America the problems of the
working woman are different from those of
the housewife; and the problems of the

housewife are different from those of the ==

¥
o

intellectual. The movement must be defined

those of the minority.,

7o

The fact that the women’s movement in |
Denmark mainly consists of middle class

.
2
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by the problems of the majority and not by =

--.
. .

F &

| times I thought that it was rather far out.

' ment because it is important to bring up the
issue of women in Latin America and 1t 1S

support those women’s groups that do
| emerge.

3 _'0‘
_{ 5 :
AL

AR
kRS
. . \

S

RIS SRR AL DO SRR R S
But it depends on the way you look at
it. Do you regard women as a distinct |
exploited social group, or do you regard
them as a group subject to different social
distinctions—worker, bourgeois, petty bour- |
geois, etc. I find it a very difficult question, |
especially in my case, coming to Denmark
as a political refugee. All this talk of femin- |
iIsm was difficult to understand and some- |

. R AN S e X
N < - -'/-‘-.\_" . \'. . —

That is one of the reasons why we '
neither call ourselves feminists nor social- &
ists in the Association of Danish-Latin }
American Women. We're a support com-
mittee but we want to learn as much as
possible from the Danish women’'s move-

important for us as political refugees to

Q: What has been the greatest difficulty about
coming here as a woman refugee?

A: The language and society. But all in a.ll
it hasn’t been that difficult to come to this




*adjustment difficulties,

“them have coped well coming here because |

B TTTTTTTTTTIT——— s .,..,,,_.o.-':m. R 7 7 17, ol o
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jAnd since the wife has to take care of the
| home and go to work, 1t 1S easier to be
| alone with her kids rather than endure con-
m stant arguments with her husband over

Wy | O: In other countries, Scandinavian women
A | have a reputation for being sexually "liberated"
t 1\ and I've heard that it has been difficult for
| Chilean women not to perceive of Danish

% | women as being unfair when they flirt with
 ';,-; their husbands. Is that true?

A Yes, I do think it is unfair of Danish
\ ‘| women to do that, not in general, but in
certam places, in the Chile Committee, for
1l instance. They know that we have prob-
lems that Latin American women don’t
| have the same chances of finding a man as
= | Danish women.
:  Latin American women are very pas-
= | sive sexually. When a Chilean man meets a
" Danish woman, he is surprised, but also
3 ::ﬁ;'f_ afraid. He won’t leave his wife because she
~ lunderstands him better than Danish women
" do. He feels more confident as the man of

w»
;;sfg:‘% the house than with a Danish woman. Then

“
\ |

n A : , ' 2
s : £ &z“’
{ " Y ? V.4 -:" . | he is able to play the role of the man with
“\ ! § 3 F - e the mistress, which he is familiar with from
N BV . **’ Latm America, and with which we, the

- ”h-*. .‘ .

- - o . ' . are also familiar. But we don’t like
country as a woman. In Latin America you | 'much for them. Besides that, no one § 1t because it is so out in the open here. We
are very isolated from society as a woman. [ | counted on staying here for more than two ' think, why doesn’t she keep her hands off
Most women are housewives and live [ | years, at most. Who counted on the junta 4 or do it more discreetly so we won’t have to

‘within the confines of the household and | |lasting? §&§

don’t know much about what is happening | Q: Are women satisfied with their cleanmg {& Q Is it humiliating?
in society. When you come to this country | |; ';,?; i Vae

et Al : | bs?
as a refugee, you still live in the same situa- | o .
tion, you are isolated. So you do not feel a | |A: They are glad to have work. In Chile | ? Q: Often ideas are dzﬁerent Sfrom reality.
@zﬁ Perhaps Chilean women’s ideas about Danish

great difference. The men do, on the other | |they cleaned all their lives and never
z | women's sexual behavzor are more influenced

‘hand. In Chile they were active and partici- | | féceived any pay. Here they get an hourly
‘pated in society, they had jobs, their politi- | v;lage aRdd“ hls 3f PIOS'“Ve experience for =
jcal work and their friends. They lived | tt”osnt]t;em!slelvtese)\;/ h:te tI:}e]ath::ty tgagude\ili(tj; < A: Yes, but the entire economic, political
mainly outside the home. Hoere, they have g 4 y “land cultural development is different here

come to a society they don’t know, they !  the money they have earned. In Chile a ""’"";’ and you know more about yourselves as

don’t know the language. they don’t have | | Woman had to ask her husband first if she | ‘«:\z women and that offers greater

any friends and are not able to be politically |~ ‘wanted to buy a pair of shoes—not only if | | possibilities—sexually too.
active... They have lost their identity. | {she was allowed to, but also if he approved § 7
' of them. Now she decides what she wants I | Q- [ realize that it creates insecurity to be in a

|
Q: Were the refugee women housewives in t z to buy for herself, for the children and the 7 f0f€'8" country; you don't understand the ways

Chile and did they come to Denmark because | = ¢ - cahold. /o and feel isolated...

their husbands were politically active, or were --5»!
they themselves politically active? ! Q: Do the marriages survive this change of w

'A: I don’t have the exact figures, but most '
"1 A: No, the husband no longer feels that he [

of them are housewives that have accom- ;, ,
panied their husbands in exile. Most of | }'5 the man around the house, and most of
them are not able to talk with their wives |

they’ve always had to take care of the chil- | |about what is happening. They are too
dren and household, and to be able to do PfOUd to do that. They prefer to find
that here. they had to learn the language | ~ another woman and avoid any discussion,
quickly. They go shopping, go to PTA [ 1 which doesn’t solve anything and often
meetings, go to the doctor, etc. In this way | - results in the husband having one depres-
the woman quickly attains an identity that n sion after another. And the wife has to take

resembles the identity she had in Chile. She | care of the children economically and
is still a housewife and mother and doesn’t [ morally She has to function normally all |

feel as isolated and doesn’t experience the §= ‘h? tm;e. Chilean refugee women have
same depression as the man does. gained in self-assurance and self-confidence
, ) by what has happened to them in Denmark.
Q: Do many Chilean women refugees work But only 5% of the Chilean refugees I know

A: Most women work. of are not divorced and it’s the married cou-

Q: Do they work for economic reasons? ples over 50 that pave stayed together. In
, : . Chile divorce is quite uncommon.
A: They've taken jobs as maids and

unskilled laborers because it has been more || @° Is it the husband or the wife who wanis

difficult for the men to get work, partly the divorce?
because of unemployment, partly because ' A: Often it’s the wife. She doesn’t get any
the men have had greater difficulty adjust- B help from her husband around the house or
ing. First they had to learn the language, I with the kids. If a Chilean man goes shop-
then be re-trained, and with the rest of the | ping or takes his child to kindergarten he is
it has been too | | looked upon as "spineless,” as henpecked.

-

,{,{/ ?’
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A: We don’t feel that we’'re able to com- |

pete because the picture of the "beautiful
i woman" we were brought up with in Chile

slender. blond, blue-eyed. We are small,
dark and are forced to say, OK, I'm out of
! the race. I can’t compete with her, she has

everything.

Q: You feel subject to the Western European |

ideal of a woman?

A: Yes. it is awful. Many I know of
develop inferiority complexes. It takes a
llong time before you can stop thinking
& about it and spending time on it.

The Chilean women react
 ways. One way is doing what I have done,

by getting a divorce. The other way is pas-

. sively, by saying that men are not satisfied i
& with only one woman and there is nothing g
& you can do about it.

b choose to get a divorce.

* problem in the wrong way because we say:
' better to leave than discuss anything. We
'are not used to discussing our own sexual

S6 Year
S10 Outside US

R $18 Insitutions F‘m' ;| ‘ St
= ’:“’ " s N‘w‘

in two b

A here.
But most women

A Monthly

djournal

51724 GAYLORD ST
J DENVER,

problems, they're too intimate. But if you
don’t talk about them, you won’t get the

. information you need. Many women still
1is what you see everyday in the streets B have problems concerning sexuality—they

™ here. The women are all beautiful, tall,

feel there i1s something they don’t under-
stand and don’t know about and they react
to this in different ways. Some become
what 1s termed hysterical,

and more or less hate them. There are
many different kinds of reactions, but you

can’t go to the doctor or a psychologist and |

talk about it, because of language problems
and, among other things, we can’t get
together and talk about it. It’s impossible,

| it’s too much of a taboo. I think I’ve only |

talked the way I’'m talking to you now
about three times with my Chilean |

girlfriends during the six years I've lived |

We need out-

others get |
psoriasis, others become envious of Danish |

women. They don’t want to be with them |

I think it would be a good thing 1f
" you started some counseling, for instance,

But I think perhaps we approach the :_i- -; 1260 Copenhagen K.

= with doctors and psychologists and lmter-
. preters, where women could go and talk g
about these problems, because I don’t think |

| we can get started ourselves. b will be PUbllShed Sepfembe’ 21, 1981.

4 side help.
P The Association of Danish-Latin
! American Women was established in 1977
= by Danish and Latin American women. The
| purpose of the association is to discuss the
women’s struggle/class struggle in Den-
mark and Latin America; to provide infor-
9 mation about the situation of women in
| Latin America, and to increase solidarity
i among the oppressed women of Latin
= America.

" The Association consists of groups
" working on: 1) publishing a pamphlet about
= women in Chile; 2) adopting political
 refugees; 3) supporting childfeeding pro-
~ grams in Chile; 4) supporting women in
'  ! Chile who are doing work supporting politi-
cal prisoners; and, 5) producing a book of

Rosa Labarca
Bredgade 35

5 Denmark
- Issue No.2, focusing on "Women Refugees,"
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connects us

What are women doing in the Bay Area?

If you need to know, our feminist

reviews, news, features and monthly
calendar of events is your guide.

Subscription rate only $6/year.
545 Athol Ave. o Oakland 94606 » 45]1-2585

C0. 30204

OVER 9,000 Titles...

Children’s Area * Bulletin Board * Lounge * Library
Wheelchair Accessible » Parking in rear ©

. / 4015 BROADWAY "é il siars 3575910

open every day of the year!!
W -6 Tucsdays unttl 9 p.m

*Information Cenler Inc.-

MEN S
INTERNATIONAL

NETWORK|

.By, For, & About Women

Flynn,

FRAN P HOSKEN
D NI 08R
-

187 GRANT STREETY
LEXINGTOM MA 02172
USA TEL 817 802 941
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WIN NEWS IS AN OPEN PARTICIPATORY
QUARTERLY BY, FOR AND ABOUT WOMEN

REPORTS ON THE 1980 WORLD CONFERENCE
AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBE!

PLEASE SUBSCRIBE & PARTICIPATE! FOR INFO CONTACT:
187 GRANT ST. LEXINGTON, MASS. 02173 (617) 862-9431.
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unions. R
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Publications Bry and For
Working Women

ORGANIZE! A Working Women's Handbook.
How to Organize a Union; Writing and
Negotiating Your Contract, Sample Contract,
Women's Issues, Health and Safety; Building a
Caucus; A Short Course in Parlitamentary
Procedure; How to Get Out Your Own Shop
Newsletter; Bibliography. New revised and up-
dated edition.

Labor Heroines: Ten Women Who Led the

Struggle. From Sarah Bagley, who fought for a
10-hour day in the 1840s, to Elizabeth Gurley

$2.50

Rebel Girl of the I'WW. 75¢

Working Women and Their Organizations —
150 Years of Strugg/e How women organized, it
from the first women'’s strike 1in 1824 to orgamzmg
drives and picket lines today. Sl

Jean Maddox: The Fight for Rank and File %
Democracy. The stoy of a hard working, hat.d
ﬁghtmg woman who became a major laborl S
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- Sami Women Defend theirLeRi o

conference room 1n Oslo, Norway. The
women were occupying the room to pro-
test Prime Minister Gro  Harlem
Brundtland's lack of concern for Sami
rights and her failure to take action against
the Alta-Kautokeino hydro dam project in

Northern Norway. The police staged the
removal of the protestors at a time when
the press woud not be present. They were
afraid that pictures showing the women
being carried away, some of them almost
80 years old, would cause public outcry.
One woman had her arm broken in the
disturbance.

The Sami population of Northern
Norway is fighting for its existence as a
people. The damming up of the Alta-
Kautokeino waterway would greatly effect
the Sami lifestyle. The river runs through
Sami villages, over reindeer grazing areas
and along farmland. The river is a great
source of fish, especially salmon. Sami
women of all ages are working to safe-

Networking

NETWORKING [If you have any
addresses or contacts abroad, especially
in Africa, Asia and Latin America, of
feminist organizations, immigrant and
refugee groups, and leshian/gay groups,
please send them to us.

We also need more volunteers to help
with upcoming issues. If you are
interested in working on our project,
have language, editing, layout skills,
we’'d like to hear from you. See address
on inside back cover.

T e T e TS ot S

Please send us your comments. We would
like to hear what you think. We will have
a letters column.

; guard the future of their people and are omen,
A Sami Woman (Lapplander) asking for support. Letters of protest can
be sent to: reff
(From WISE, English-language anti-

nuclear newsletter, February 7, 1981; and , X%
Prime Minister

International Feminist Network, irregular an independent
English-language newsletter, February 4, Gro Harlem Brundtland feminist news joumnal
1981.) gklersgt. 42 with a radical
: slo-De perspectiv
On February 7, 1981 at five in the Oslo 1 X .
) ; ; $4 per year
morning, 13 Sami women were forcibly Norway
removed from the Prime Minister’s official 00 box 562
eugene of
97401

Second Class,
Working Class

What it is like to join the union in Mexico
. . . take off the veil in Iran . . . strike

in Belgium . . . be a prostitute from
Thailand . . . have an abortion in Italy.

off ourbacks

Great Feminist Journalism
e ¢ OUrTTth year

* National and international news about women

* Thoughtful commentaries, and news ahead of its time
* Health, prison, and labor news

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

SUPPORT
THE
REVOLUTION

Subscribe to the LONGEST REVOLUTION
a newspaper presenting news and views of progressive femimism

Responsible Reporting

oob, 1724 20 St. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20009
$7/year sample copy $1.00

Incisive Analysis
Pointed Inquiry

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$6 00/yr_ Individual

$9 00/yr  Overseas

$12 00/yr Institutions

THE LONGEST REVOLUTION
PO Box 350
San Diego, Calif 92101

An anthology of original documents, analyses and interviews on working

women. Articles selected from the international women’s press and trans- e s E |
lated for the first time into English. o LOCAL ® NATIONAL ® INTERNATIONAL ® ADORESS
Order from: ST H/AC o |
$4 INCLUDES POSTAGE Peoples Translation Service $14/yr. contributing sub off our backs
4228 Telegraph Ave. l $7/yr regular sub 1724 20 St NW |
Inquire for retes on quantity orders Osakland, CA 94609 $20/yr businesses and institutions 24 20 .

Washington, D.C. 20000

l sample copy $100
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INTERNATIONAL

Women & Health Resource Guide

———————

This GUIDE represents four years
of information gathering from
sources all over the world.
Annotations for both literature
and groups appear in English and
usually in one other language
where applicable (French, Spanish,
Italian, or German). This pre-

Special offer on North America’s

#1 independent radical newsweekly

W— T ——

FOUR ISSUES FREE

A joint project of

liminary edition, prepared for
distribution at the Mid-Decade

52 1)

and the  SSTRIE

i

Conference on Women in Copenhagen
(July 1980), is 177 pages.
Feedback and additions are welcome.

Single copies are available for
US/$5.00 (surface mail) or US/$8.00
{air mail) from: Boston Women's
Health Book Collective, PO Box 192,

W. Somerville, MA 02144, USA.

Get the news—about the nght wing,
the left, the struggles of Blacks,
Latinos, women and gays. News of
liberation movements around the
world. Opinions from indwiduals and
groups throughout the progressive
movement.

Do something revolutionary. Chp the
coupon at night and start getting the
Guardian today'

[J Yes, send four free issues to:

————

address

city slale 20
Chip and mad 1o Guardian, 33West 1 7thSt
New York, NY 1001]
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ILIS Conference

| esbians of the World Unite

(From Gay News, British bi-weekly, January
22-February 4,1981.)

On December 27, 1980, more than
seventy lesbians converged on Amsterdam
for five days of hard listening, talking,
thinking, and planning. We made our vari-
ous ways from sixteen countries—
Scandinavia. Western Europe, Britain, Eire,
Y ugoslavia, and the USA —for the first-ever
international lesbian conference, organized
by the eight Dutch women who run ILIS
(the International Lesbian Information
Secretariat of the International Gay Associ-
ation).

We were a very mixed bag. Some of
us were lesbian separatists and others of us
worked in mixed male and female groups,
like the Spanish women involved in the
post-Franco struggle for gay civil rights, or
the women from Paris planning the big
April 4 march demanding the repeal of
France’s anti-homosexual laws. Committed
atheists would be meeting an Irish member
of Britain’s Catholic Lesbian Sisterhood and
the exiled Spaniard who works in Paris for
the Centre du Christ Liberateur, founded
by a Belgian priest to help members of sex-
ual minorities. Some of us claimed we had
been lesbians from the age of two and a
half, although it had taken us a little longer
to discover feminism. Others of us, we
seemed to remember, had emerged from
our mothers’ wombs crying "Rights for
women!” but only became lesbians last year.
The rest of us had taken our time but even-

12

tually got to one or another—or both—of
them.

In our wvarious countries, we were
running telephone help-lines, offering legal
advice to paedophiles (child-lovers), organ-
izing alcoholic self-help groups, working on
lesbian and gay publications, running les-
bian Sado-Masochism (S-M) groups, gath-
ering information on lesbian custody, help-
ing to start and maintain women’s schools
and universities, working with transsexuals,
and discovering how to make genuinely col-
lective households work. (Some of us were
even finding time for frivolous things—
friends, lovers, and children.)

Travel costs kept away many women
who were desperate to come. Knowing how
little money most women have, the organ-
izers had been determined to keep confer-
ence fees as low as possible. With a grant
from the Dutch government and the help
of two New Zealand gay men who closed
their London restaurant during the confer-
ence and undertook all the catering, we
were fed and housed (in a youth hostel,
which we had entirely to ourselves) for four
days and five nights for a staggering $50.

It soon became clear that most of the
women were at the conference to work.
With the New Zealand men taking care of
the food (helped by gay men from Amster-
dam who also typed up many of the
workshop reports), our time was free for

planned by our Dutch hosts and Whl 3',,
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constantly expanded by the delegates.

The workshops—attended by an aver-
age of 90% of the women—ranged as widely
as the delegates themselves, who brought
special knowledge and experience to each.
Paedophilia, S-M, women and health, lesbi-
ans and education, women and violence,
racism and classism both inside and outside
the lesbian movement, political action, les-
bians and motherhood, custody, lesbians

and the law, female sexuality, lesbians and
the media, alcoholism—just some of the
topics under discussion, with theory con-
stantly tested or affirmed by personal
experience.

The education workshop (and later
the whole conference) considered particu-
larly the plight of Elaine Morissens—a 53
year old Belgian teacher recently suspended
indefinitely without pay for coming out on a
television program. A group on women and
violence learned that in Italy a man who
shot a lesbian in the head was recently
acquitted because the court ruled that a les-
bian represents an automatic threat to a
man. The defendant therefore acted in

self-defense.
No matter how diverse the topics or

how wide-ranging the discussion, most of

the workshops observed a basic and very
practical three-point plan. First, there was
an exchange of inf ormation about condi-

“tions in the various nations represented;
the ambitious program which had bcen 3, aecond.& a  discussio P
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wavs in which lesbians in each country
might offer practical support internationally.

With such enormous differences of
nolitical position, personal experience, and
national background, disagreement was
inevitable. Anyone could have predicted it.
What no one could have predicted was how
we would overcome it. For five days, over
seventy women worked constantly to
understand each other’s point of view. For
me, who can reckon up the number of gay
conferences I've attended by counting the
battle scars on my soul, 1t was this determi-
nation to listen which made the Amsterdam
conference unique. Repeatedly, I watched
women with seemingly irreconcilable politi-
cal positions really working to find practical
solutions to their difficulties without forcing
unsatisfactory compromises on anyone.
Time and again I heard women playing
devil’s advocate for points of view they pro-
foundly disagreed with but which they knew
were held by women unable to attend and
whose voices would otherwise have gone
unheard. As far as I could see there was no
political intriguing, no game-playing. The
conference was remarkable for its openness
and lack of pettiness—the mood set largely
by our hosts who refused to be flustered by
any of the numerous crises which faced

them.

There were small crises, and larger
ones like the final plenary session in which
ILIS’s future was debated. ILIS is a part of
the International Association of Gay Men
and Women (IGA). Many of the delegates
at this first international lesbian conference
were lesbian separatists with bitter experi-
ences of working in mixed male-female

organizations. Yet they had been willing to
make the long journey to Amsterdam to see
if there was any way in which they and ILIS
might work together. The Dutch women
who run ILIS (and many other delegates at
the conference) are committed to working
with men on an international level. But
they are also committed to making ILIS’s
services available to al/l homosexual women
who may wish to use or add to its
resources. Often the last plenary session
was tense, and sometimes it seemed as
though the goodwill of the previous four
days might break down.

Language was a constant problem.
The very name, International Gay Associa-
tion, was an affront to many of the lesbians
there. How could they believe they'd
receive equal treatment from a group whose
name excluded them? Other women were
equally passionate in identifying themselves
as "gay": for them the word conveyed their
primary allegiance to the mixed homosexual
movement rather than the women’s move-
ment. It soon became clear that although
the words "homosexual," "gay," and "les-
bian" are important words used in many
nations, they convey very different things
in each. Each word set up deeply emotional
responses, and discussion often became
violently impassioned. Yet, remarkably, by
the conference’s end the plenary had
reached agreement—a fitting close to five

memorable days.

MAIN PROPOSALS FROM THE ILIS
CONFERENCE

That ILIS should remain a part of the
IGA but that it should have autonomy to

make decisions on topics specifically
relevant to lesbians and women. It should
be free to make statements and initiate
actions in the name of ILIS without waiting
for clearance from the IGA’s annual
conference.

That ILIS should work to develop
ways in which both gay men and lesbian
separatists can work on issues which affect
both gay women and men.

That in order to reflect ILIS’s
amended role, its name should now be the
International Lesbian Information Service.

In order to avoid clashes between

workshops and women-only
workshops, the annual IGA conference
should be immediately preceded by a
three-day ILIS conference so that lesbian
separatists and women from mixed groups
can work together. Women staying on for
the IGA conference will then be able to
convey decisions reached by ILIS
workshops and plenaries. The new system
should be implemented in Turin this Easter.

If three days proves impossible, two will
do—this time!

mixed

That ILIS should collect and dissem-
inate information about: the legal situation
of lesbians; custody; gay/lesbian media; the
effects of racism and classism inside and
outside the lesbian movement; lesbians and
health services; lesbians and trades unions;
lesbians and alcoholism. (Individual women
or national groups have already begun to
coordinate aspects of this work.)
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cumber of women’s clubs. Here, as at ’\ i
every leg of the tour, we stopped to put up o =
s commemorative plaque. Though made
only of paper, the plaques had attracted
anger and threats from some passers-by.
They claimed that we were defacing the
walls with our memorial tablets. We posted
our tributes nevertheless. The last one
could only be attached to a wire fence
because the street had been completely des-
troved during the war and was never

rebuilt.
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The fate of all these attempts by
women to create alternative structureés was
similar. With the advent of national social-
ism, the projects were either destroyed by
the Nazis or shut down by the women
themselves. They did not want to submit to
the new law that allowed only Aryans to
organize. After the war, at least one of the
buildings confiscated by the Nazis was
turned over to the German government. AS
we ended our tour and returned to the
Blocksberg for coffee, we discussed taking
back that mansion as the legitimate pro-
perty of women.

Issue No.3, focusing on " Lesbians Worldwide,”
will be published December 21, 1981.




Isn’t it time we started

doing something
about the right wing?

It is about time. Time we learned more about the many faces of
the new right. Time we started unifying the left.

Know vour enemies. The Guardian, North America's most
widely read independent left weekly, covers and analyzes the

rnight like nobody else.

Know vour friends. And the Guardian covers the left—the
Black iberation movement, the femimist movement, and every
people’s struggle, from the inside. (The Guardian’s reporters
are involved in the movements they write about.)

Know the world. The Guardian features consistent interna-
tional news and analvsis from original sources, behind the front
lines of iberation movements
around the world.

FOUR ISSUES FREE

And what else? Opinionand
analysis from individuals and
groups spanning the entire
progressive spectrum. Cul-
tural reviews with a Marxist
perspective. And more.

Yes. send four free 1ssues to

address
Get the news about the nght,
and the left. Send in the
coupon now and start getting
the Guardian.

GUARDIAN

It's about time. 33 W. 17 St.. New York. NY 10011
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VOLUME 7, NUMBER 1, Spring
1981: Janet Bruin and Stephen
Salaff, Never Again: The Organi-
zaton of Atormic Bomb Victims in
Osaka Electa Arenal, Two Poets
of the Sandinista Struggle Nancy
Jay, Gender and Dichotomy
Susan Harding, Family Reform
Movements Recent Feminism
and its Opposiion Edith A. Jen-
kins, With Siones From the
Gorge Alice Wexler, Emma
Goldman on Mary Wollstonecraft
Joyce Antler, Feminism as Life-
Process The Life and Career of
Lucy Sprague Mitchell REVIEW
ESSAY by Berenice Fisher.
POEMS by Gioconda Belli and

Claribel Alegria.

THREE ISSUES ANNUALLY
1 year 2 years 3 years
Individuals $13.00 $24 .00 $35 00
institutions $24 00 $46 00 $68 00

FOREIGN ORDERS: ADD POSTAGE

Surface + $4.00/year Airmail + $14.00/year
SINGLE ISSUE RATE

individuals: $5.00 institutions: $10.00

Mall orders 10: Managing Editor, FEMINIST STUDIES, Women's Studies
Program, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland 20742

noon - I Mon - Fri

Thurs til 9
10 am -6 ot
noon - 5 Sun

OLD WIVES’ TALES

Women's Visions and Books
1009 Valencia, at 21st. S. F.

821-4675

WOMEN'S STUDIES INTERNATIONAL
QUARTERLY

Editor Dale Spender, Rossert/ House Flood 51, Ohelma. London SW3 5TF, UK

Main Festures

"Established in 1978 10 aid in the rapid disssmmnation of important works of scholership in the
multidisciplinary ares of Women's Studies

*WOMEN'S STUDIES INTERNATIONAL QUARTERLY has rectified, wherever possible the
situstion prior to its establishment, when the work of many active centres of Women's Studies was
largely underrepresented in the litersture

“Subject - matter spens scross many disciplines and contams articies from a truly mtemational srray
of contributors

*Seeks not only 1o critique and reconceptuslise existing knowledge but aiso to examine and reesvaly
ate the manner in which knowledge 15 constructed and transmitted, with » view 19 change

“Periodically produces specisl issues on topical themes which are avarlable 10 non subscribers

Arsas which have been axplored to date

Women and Class (Vol 1 No. 2)
Feminist Theory (Vol 1 No.  3)
Education (Vol. 1 No_4)

Mind and Body (Vol. 2 No. 1)

Women and Writing (Vol 2 No_ 2)
Cross Cultursl Perspectives on Women
{(Vol. 2 No 4)

Women and Media (Vol_ 3 No 1)

Forthcoming lssues

Women and Futures
Women and Publishing

Voices and Words of Women and Men
Women, Technology and Innovation

Subscription Information

Annual subscription (1981) USS70.00 Two-year rate (1981/2) USS 13300
Individual rate US$30 00 FREE SPECIMEN COPY AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
Price includes postage and insurance

Prices subject to change without notice. Sterling prices are available to customers in UK and Ewre on
request

You sre cordially invited 10 submit suitable articles for the Editor’s consideration
These will be expertly and promptly reviewed, and any comments or suggestions for improvement
will be communicated 10 you with all possible speed
P P" a8 Headington Hill Hall, Oxford OX3 0BW, UK
W Fairview Park, Eimsford, New York 10523 USA
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RESOURCES FOR FEMINIST RESEARCH/

DOCUMENTATION SUR LA RECHERCHE
FEMINISTE

® Critical reviews, essays and book reviews

e Special sections organized by guest editors

®Guide to Canadian and International
periodicals onwomen

® Extensive abstracting of published and on-
going research on women in Canada and

abroad
e Discussions and teaching materials for

Women's Studies
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Send orders to:

b Department of Sociology
Individuals 1981 $15 Qntario Institute for Studies in

Education

252 Bloor St. W.
Institutions 1981 $25 Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Back volumes available.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICES

($ 18 outside Canada)
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CONNEXIONS, a women’s quarterly of translations,

presents the world from a women’s perspective. We bring

you news, analysis and interviews by, for and about women.

Upcoming issues

1. Women Organizing
2. Women Refugees

3. Lesbians Worldwide
4. Women in Latin America

SUBSCRIBE NOW! Send $10 for four issues.

Write to:  -oNNEXIONS
4228 Telegraph Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609
(415)654-6725
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4228 Telegraph Av
(415) 654-6725

Ca. 94609
one dollar
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Women of Northern lreland Confront British Sold
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