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Introduction

: Happy Birthday, Azalea!
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. We would like to be more successful
~ in reaching out to Third World Lesbians
ter a full year of publishing we seenm
_be able to reach only a very few women
0 will contribute their work. We would
‘eh--e'_ore 1like to encourage all women readin
a to share it with Third World Lesbians

_,_;d in our last issug, ' 'we see
‘&9 editors functioning in a
. non-hierarchial, non-
n—traditional because
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COPYRIGHT PROCEDURES
by Linda Brown

Copyrighting your work 1is the
legal way of protecting your rights
concerning ownership and publishing.

Upon completion of a work (a piece
of writing, a song, a photograph, a
dzawing or a painting, 8. film; a tape)
you must write to The Copyright Office,
Library of Congress, Washington
20559, and ask for forms and circulars
governing the basic copyright procedures
for the category of the work you wish
to copyright. The Copyright Office
issues all copyright certificates and
keeps all records of an artist’'s rights

under the law.

The fee for obtaining the copy-
right is usually $10. But, as fees

may vary according to the nature of

the work, send no money until you are

notified by the Copyright Office of
how much the fee will be for your

particular work

‘The copyright law was revised
in January 1978 after 69 years.

More information concerning the

change in the law can be obtained by

201 West

_ . Ask for their
pamphlet on the new 1978 copyright
law. Tje numerous parta of this new

Poets & Writers
_NYC 10019,
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6th. GRADE COMPOSITION

I AINT NEVER LEARNED TO SWIM
AN I DONT KNO HOW TO SKI

I NEVER BEEN INSIDE A PLANE
IA

NT NEVER SEEN THE SEA
~ MOST ALL MY CLOTHES HAND-ME~-DOWNS
AN I GOT ONE HAT TO MY NAME
~ ...JUST ONE LIL OLE PARTY DRESS =
. WE HAVE TO SHARE OUR PLACE
OACHES AND SOME MICE ;A el
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Badeve

by Joan Phylis Gibbs

or so they claimed,
spent too much time
and allegedly slept with

everybody in Lake

Haven's Black population hated Badeye.

The reasons being,

To a woman,
anything in pants with a d

she drank too much,
"sver the hill"
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"Her with five youngins, .a bad
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I guess when Badeye supposely
ctarted to sleeping with Rev. Williams
she must to have been about thirty-nine,
I say this because I was thirty-four
> .and she had been five years in front
' ~ of me in school. Also it was the year
- that all those white people who passe
By g wft here on the way to some white
o She e jon in Pinesburg died when their

. over in the Big Lake. She

d haVe been older though. I know
er right eye in a fight with
“r men, Nat Andrews 1 think
shortly after her mommy died.
hen everybody had called
not Angela like her

= - ) r. ¥
F -

_one good friend in those
SRS A s Kl et . y Ou never saw One
~%ﬁ¥@?%fgil;*Aggéig;_ﬁf*;.te;. Nasty Gal,

e got that name c a child she
around

y«thing
the color

41
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the owner was shot dead on the spot

by his nephew, it was closed down.

le spent all of one afternoon and

part of an evening in jail and then was
let out. Some people said it was because
the white folks just didn't think

that a nigger's life was worth shity
others said 1t was on count of his

Mommy and those rumors about her

being able to work spells.

I used to go over the hill mysel
ometimes and it was there that I
always saw Badeye and Nasty Gal.

- v,

he Sunday after Ananias told
Rev. Williams and Badeye was

i [
d e 3
i
g (9
e,

 and as usual I went to
t Matthew's. By then
> most of the Baptists
w-‘éastcEverYbOdy was
. This from Sister
d you hear about Bad-
on't believe
that they
it is true
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Stories about Rev. Williams and

e circulated around Lake Haven
for vears. From Ananias I learned that
she and Nasty Gal had stopped speak-
ingand that Rev. Williams', who
continued to preach at The Rock

| Church over Mapletown, congregation
t 1ng smaller and smaller.

i * 3 ‘,- I * L --.

think Williams (the Rev. was
'apped from in front of

r the first six months) must
t:_ing to burn both ends of
;bﬁce...You know they

othes on
wof her body
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(Please note: The above story, "Bad-
eye" i1s from a collection of short
stories that I am working on about
Black women. I would very much like
to receive feed-back on it. Agy woman
who reads 1t and wants to write to

me about 1t can. My address 1is

306 Lafayette Avenue/Brooklyn, New
York 1238, Thanks, Joan)
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copyright (c¢) by L. Brown

a sun day linda brown

Aa a cold, wet, gray morning. vyou

: have finished running and have come

into the house - cold - adrenalin

umping; with red cheeks and clear evyes.

~ you climb into bed beside still, sleep-

i Jng me, and wake me first with a kiss;
then:devil sh1y, with your cold hands

- all over my stomach and breasts. they

k,ﬂf[ soon became‘warm, and we make beautiful,

~ silent, almost motionless love before

o sleep.

‘am 1ying between your

~are wrapped in english

my head in the warm cen-

,1mu1taneouely take

ury my head in the

eeding this morning -

L

W ) 'I"_",- i .!:'. R
,*..I‘ '“-u:. o 11
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bing my back and
 firm hands. mas-
'” " 1like labor, we

wacontracting
B

> Yo

;¢ ;}and resting.
~ Q:f'??}i s
imy hair and
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=

{youlr arms,; rock me

i tell you 1 smell like amonia and
| egg between my legs.
| ing, tasting the red, saying it is bit-
ter - like metal, 1iron. ou sing to
- me; a song you are composing, still,
" try to find the harmonies in myself for
~ you. then the pain again, and 1

~ whisper and call to you. f think 1€ 18

~ 1like coming, now. ou wrap me inside
yo e gentle, baby-like

LR

g ®

i

~ into sleepless oblivion.

L o8 slice the figs with your pock-
waﬂM”H @ ﬂ“wJ  ; Btaring

e and feed me the pileces.
> black tea - cohosh and ryich -
, 1 am a fish today.

n salt water - bobbing in

-

¢ o .
'_.-. I _'-._: !r _1. )
i s $

‘.- T .?’

i

rou play

L - of |
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i s, 7
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ou bend over smell-
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e something by each contributor, and in
, cases where a woman has sent in more
.~ work that -can be included in the curren
issue, we then choose a maximum of
3 poems (if poetry) or one BtOory (it
prose and depending on the length) or
ticle (also depending on the leng
raphics or photos. B o
e want to publish the works of |

esbians of color because we usually
0 not have access £0pnor.1n Wmany cases,
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