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More if you can,
Legs if you can’'t

Done at Come! Unity Press (13 E. 17 Street, NYC 10003 (212) 675-3043),
a cooperative where we learned to do this printing. The press does not
demand $ from us or other movement people who print materials that
provide equal access to the poor. The press needs the broad support of BIMONTHLY
many donations: monthly pledges of $2, $5, $7, energy, food, skills,
joint benefits, etc. to continue movement access to printing facilities.

Don't let this be the last month! YOUR MOVE!ment.
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LESBIANSPACE AT FORT DYK]

L~

FORT DYKE, the lavender storefront lo-

cated at 49-51 Prince Street, also home
of Tribad, opens its doors to the entire
LESBIAN COMMUNITY for FRIDAY SOCIALS

(after eight P.M. music, dancing, chess,

conversation, fortune telling,

Juices,
a8 NON-ALCOHOLIC LESBIAN WAY
OUT of the Mafia bars; and SUNDAY POLITI- |
CAL DISCUSSIONS (8 P.M.)

and teas),

Come hang out,
bring your music, art,

your LESBIAN SELVES.
and SUNDAY EVENINGS.,.

poetry, dance and
Every week--FRIDAY

Suggested donation: i

50¢ (more if you can, less if you can't).

All proceeds go toward paying Fort Dyke
rent which is $110 a month + utilities.

During the week, Fort Dyke is also

available to lesbian groups for meetings;
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day or night for $5 (more if you can,

less if you can't). Fort Dyke can only

since LESBIAN
SPACE is so0o small these days. The LESBIAN

contain 30 dykes at a time,

COMMUNITY needs room to grow. Fort Dyke

can be one of those rooms of your own.
Bring your ideas and tell us what you'd
like to see happening in LESBIANSPACE,
every Friday and Sunday night left in 1978.

The Fort Dyke Collective
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Matriarchies, Queens and
the Star System

bv Charoula

A lot has been written about the ancient matriarchies, soeieties where women were power.
ful and in control of the course of Herstory. But has anybody answered satisfactorily
the question of why the patriarchs took over?

Jet me venture a possible explanations STARTRIPPING,

Matriarchy is a Greek word which msans "leadership of the mothers'", Leadership of the
mothers implies power of mothers over all others, including children, ineluding DAUGHTERS,
Immedliately, we get the distinct feeling of hierarchy: mothers over daughters to begin
with, then soms mothers over other mothers over all daughters, then one or two mothers
over all other mothers over all daughters, Those one or two mothers eventually becoms

the QUEENS, And though initially the intentions are good and the Queens benevolent, it

is in the nature of the system of hierarchy that sooner or later a position of power

gets to one's head, and the Queens then embark on a starship en route to Hollywood,

Need we elaborate on the dangers of startripping? It leads down the path to arrogance,

selfsih behavior, dishonesty, competitiveness and greediness, all of which add up to an
oppressive Queen., And since no one likes to be oppressed, there is eventually turmoil,
upheaval, a generdl weakening and disruption of the existing social order.,

Yes, hard as it is to swallow, I think womsn were the cause of the end of the matrimreiiss,

The importance of examining this possibility lies in the direct lesson wa might get out of
it regarding our present course in the movement. In such a study lies the beneficial op-

portunity of healthy self.criticism which all of us are in dire need of today.

These are the observations of one participant in the women's movemsnt, in NY. They are
inspired by two events that happened in the community in the month of September, the Fo-
rum on the FPuture of the Women's Movemsnt, on September 16, and the Alternate Forum, on

September 23,

The first Forum was a formal occasion orchestrated by the Matriarchists, a new, N.Y. based
group committed to work for a society which would be fashioned after the ancient Matriar.
chies, The second Forum was organized by a group of womesn, the Grass Roots lLesbians, the
Coalition of Grass Roots Womsn, and the Ad Hoc Committee for an Open Forum, It8 purpose
was to provide an opportunity for representation in discussions on the women's "future™
to those women who had been excluded from the first one by virtue of the Matriarchists'
Forum having been highly focused on the leaders of the movemsnt., Both forums failed, as
far as I'm concerned, because both were plagued by lack of responsibility to the wider
mass of women, those the first forum ignored and those the second forum wanted not to
ignore: the grass.roots womsn, the unidentified and so far justifiably uninvolved wo-
men's proletariat, In fairness, both Forums had good intentions, but the issues and
attitudes gnawing at our movement these days are detrimental to anything but startrip-
ping, and we rmust examine them with an open mind, if we are to overcome them and build

a truly all inclusive women's movement,

I would like at this point to take a trip into the past in order to discuss the econcept

of Matriarchy, What is a Matriarchy? The New York Matriarchists, for instance, see them-
selves primarily as nurturers, of men including, and believe that their nurturing power

as mothers will suffice to transform society, once matriarchy is returned, and that all
evils such as racism, classism, imperialism etc, which insidiously feed men's warrior
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sosiety, are going to automatically disappear at that time, What this premise implies
is too much of a complicated question,.impossible to sover in this single article, But
I sam becoming more and more awvare that destructive attitudes such as racism and classism
will not disappear with a mere return to the arms of the mothers, There are deeply in-
grained tendeneies in us which go baeck for millenia, and perhaps -- 1 am beginning to
think -~ beyond the advent of patriarechy.

Although we can know nothing for sure as long as archeology and anthropology remain in

the hands of a few elitist white men, it may well turn out that Engels had a clus to the
story when he defined the concept of property as the esatalyst which devolutionised human
sosiety and brought about men's rule, Once we stake somsthing as our own, and begin ma.
king plans on who will be our lawful heir, the minute we get involved in the polities of
private property, we are on our way to deep trouble, That right to deecide who gets it
Xt -- in itself an exclusiomary taetic ~. gives us the excuse to go ahead in the name
of our heir ("I'm doing it all for you...") and aecumulate wealth at the expense of others,

thus leading the way to a elass sosiety,

I must emphasise here that I have thought long and hard and I have eome to the eonclusion
that women by themselves did not invent private ownership. After some researeh and ex-
tensive diseussions with friends, we thought up a seenario which goes like this:

A) VWomen, all together, sommunally and anarehieally, live on the land, take eare of it,
take out sparingly and lovingly what they need, and give it baek its dus, thus perpetua-
ting the harmonious balanes neeessary for survival, both of the speeies and of mother
earth., At this initial stage, aceording to evidence being more and more widely uneove-
red, the separation of the sexes is mearly complete., Women and men live and eat and
work apart, getting oecasionally together to mate. All the male children go at an ear-
ly age to live with the men, all the femle children are incorporated into the molher
elan as littls women., It seems that at this point there is perfect equality between
mothers and daughters; daughters are, early in life, held responsible for the same tasks
as mothers, in fact they are often called little mothers, just as mothers are often cal-
leod sisters. It is this that distinguishes stage A from all subsequent levels of socie-
tal development: the complsts ecamsmunality and equality of all the women living apart
from the men, As far as I'm eomcermed this is the trus original female socliety, the
Sisterkood, an Ammson society.

B) As the earth flourishes with the women's care, it beeomes the target of men's envy
and they begin to close in on the female spaces, Psychically threatened, the women
start making concessions, retreating from their complete anarchic state: they estahlisk
rules and regulations (taboos) which will protect them from these aliens, This policy
works for a lomg while, and the civilizing murturing influemce of the womsn is deeply
felt by the men who respect them and assign to them a venerable position, This cordi-

tional peace is mintained for thousands of years.

C) Eventually, however, the taboos, though highly justified, begim to "hurt", like all
rules and regulations, and the respect turms to owe, then fear, then hatred. At each
stage, the women, threatened more and more, react more and more defemsively, establi-
shing authoritarian rule and building up & hierarchical frams. They also make concesw.
sions in other harmful ways: they start allowing one or two men in their wmidst, for
protection perhaps, or to show they are fair, More and more, the molhers give atten.
tion to their sons -- because the soms are acting up, mo doubt., But this is the ulti-
mte danger, this deference to the sons, allowing the sons to take up psychic spacse,
no matter whether still at this stage the mothers are the supreme power and the sons
subordinate. The infiltration has begum. This is the stage of the Matriarchies and

Mother Right, a stage still, at this point, communal but no longer anarchic.

D) Reacting to the power of the mothers, the sons atlempt take overs.,
Imstinet tells you to defime your territory and protect against attacks,
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The mothers then define the space they have so far naturally occupied, and proceed
to claim it as their own, decreeing that it will, after their death, go to their dau-
ghters, Matrilineal descent and inheritance through the mothers' side marks this next
stage and it's the beginning of the end of the great women's societies. From now on,
the internal structure of the Matriarchies begins to weaken, troubled with hierarchy
and power gamss that eventually oppress the women themselves.

E) The men who've been allowed to come in are becoming more and more demanding, and are
granted more and more concessions., The men who still live apart maraud around the land
of the mothers, Eventually the two get together; hatred for the Queen mother and all
the Daughters, combined with their natural aggressiveness, is translated into warfare,
and the Matriarchies, already weakened by class(and race) divisions, led by ambitious
Queens promoting their sons and their daughters, fall, The men take over.

G) Patriarchy.

Thus, the wvay I see it, Matriarchy is not the ultimate evolutionary stage to look for-
ward to, not the purest age of woman society ever to have existed., It was a stage in

reaction to the growing danger of men,

See the similarities with our movement today and with the wvay we are dealing with the
issuves that are dividing us.

ILike the 0ld Matriarchies, we are acting IN REACTION to men., A lot of our political

energy goes into placating men, into telling them we are just trying to be equal, into
wanting to nurture them back to the good old ways of the Mothers. That's mistake #1.

Second mistake is not to honestly try to get rid of the attitudes that form the basis of
a divided "“warrior" society. We want to proceed to Equality dragging with us the very
same negative tendencies which the men perpetuate around us, the same tendencies we de-
veloped while fighting the men off, the same tendencies we now profess to abhor., We
think that after the revolution ~. the women's revolution -- all classes will be over-
coms, all races will be equal., This is a utopia as long as we do not examine what has

caused classism/racism/imperialism to rise. Indeed, for the most part, the women's mo-
vement goes around professing to be classless, raceless, etc, It is this lack to admit
our part of the guilt and deal with it effectively that leads to events such as the

Forums o

Forum No, 1 c¢laimed to be a comprehensive survey of what the future holds for all of us
women, It was dished out to us ("us" —-- the audience itself being primarily white and
probably middle class) by the '"leaders" of the movement, the stars, who no doubt had
valuable things to say but in no way representative enough of all the women in the world,
There are realities out there in the world which we have not faced yet inside our move-
ment, There is devastating poverty, hunger, genocidal abuse of women's bodies, to men-
tion only a few. To ignore them is to igmore the perspective of poor and Third World
women all over this earth, And since these make up the ma jority of women, it is de-
featist and unreal to talk of the future of women and not include them, just because
they don't have the times and energy to come rap with us, having other priorities such
as surviving, It is also elitist. It means that some women make assumptions about who
the movement is for and who it is "run" by. In this case, a handful of womsn--the Mat.-
riarchists--decided who was going to speak and, in the name of us all, went and rounded
up all the prominent names of the movement, the majority of which were white, Lhe ma jo-

rity of which belong to the middle class intelligentsia of the movement, somes even be -
longing to the upper class, and ordered them to deliver fifteem minute speeches om how

we should all proceed, This is doing a great disservice to the idea of the women's mo-
vement which should be an all participatory process of dialogue between us all, Further-
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more, this dialogue was also hindered by the admission price of $5, which maturally ex-
eluded poor and working class women, i.e, most of us,

Forum No, 2 tried to rectify the above declaring the evertan open forum, However, what
ensued was chaos, As one of the organizers I can say that the responsibility lies both
with the organizers and the participants, The organizers refused to step on anyone's
toes in the name of anarchy and non-leadership, neglecting to give some direction to the
event for fear of hurting some egos; this uncritical laissez.faire approach ended up op-
pressing a whole lot of women, Everybody expected everybody to act in a truly responsi.
ble way, which nobody did. Instead, each woman came wanting to say her thing and then
"walked out'; no one was interested in listening, in exchanging views and knowledge., A-
bove all, no one cams interested in ACTION, All wanted to rap and CR and have a fun
evening, which is a waste of time with respect to the revolution and a serious insult

to those women who have no leisure time for any such CRing and who are in dire crisis

of survival RIGHT NOW, not in the future., This is another aspect of our elitism, this
middle class attitude, this liberal attitude which refuses to look at the root of trouwls
and take responsible action, be serious about the oppression coming down on us. Instead
it goes on and on in defeatist circles, which is fine for middle class because the mid-
dle class has no interestin changing the status quo; it has only an interest in maintain.

ing the existing order, and to that purpose it produces "Stars" who engage in competi.
tive assertiveness training, wkich will never promote any change,

A "Star" doesn't have to be famous, to have published books or have been in the service
of the president, A '"Star" doesn't even have to be rich, or of the middle elass, Unfa
tunately, this system we live under has the insidious power to fashion all our attitudes
after the model of those who control it. Thus middle class oppressive values trickle
down to us, as we strive to be upwardly mobile (conseiously or um); they take hold of
our brains, they become 'ours'", and they are the best insurance the system has of keep-

ing us forever shackled, forever divided, incapable of acting, of beeoming truly revo-
lutionary.

And so it ean eomes to pass that a forum of even grass roots women ean in turn beeoms
oppressive to their sisters, Whichever way we choose to look at it, whether we are
oppressed by women with elass or race priviledge, or by individuals who have been
brainwashed into adopting the attitudes that come with race or class priviledge, what
1ies at the root of our troubles is this emphasis on individualism and ego-tripping,
whieh is the cornerstome of Ameriean Cowboyism and Capitalism,

And while there are still self-.styled feminists who speak in the name of Matriarchy eor
a women's revolution while having vested interest in stardem, property, middle eclass

values, and equality with men within a system that is oppressive to all women, ihe wo-
men's movemsant will be in the eonstant danger of being short-eirecuited, coopted and

betrayed,

223

Note: In writing certain aspects of the above, I'm indebted to my friends/co-workers
Gail and Janet for their invaluable input during discussions on matriarchy, as well as

to Evelyn Reed's Woman's Evolution, for her anthropological wealth of evidence on this
subjeet, Also, I have confirmed and deepened my already existing insight into the na-

ture of oppression by reading P, Freire's Pedagogy of the Oppressed, and discussing it
and other aspeets of elass and raee oppression with friends/members of the Grass Roots

lLasbians.
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Katherine Mansfield

by Maricla Moyano

Katherine Mansfield has been totally 1gnored by this wave of the
feminist movement. I am not sure if this 1s good or bad. 1 would
hate to see her become the victim of shameless exploitation, become
an industry like Virginia Woolf: T shirts, walking dolls, next will
be replicas of her toilet paper, all proceeds going to Clive Bell,
and Harcourt, Brace & Jovanovich.

But for the few women who write short stories and are interested
in the short story as a form (most Movement women write poetry) I
think it is strengthening and inspiring to know that we women have
produced one of the two or three geniuses ever in that form. (Kath-
erine Mansfield loved Chekhov. The reader 1is free to supply her
favorite as third.)

Apparently, Katherine Mansfield is disfigured and defiled by
male English teachers in high school who teach children that she is
"delicate." As Katherine Anne Porter said, "She was as delicate as
a surgeon's scalpel is delicate....The work 1itself...1is superb.
Those very elements that combined to form her main virtue: a certain
grim, quiet ruthlessness of judgment, an unsparing and sometimes
cruel eye, a natural malicious wit, an intelligent humour, and be-
yond all she had a burning indignant heart that was capable of great
COMpDaASHEIioN.eses” ¥

Mansfield was born October 14, 1888 in Wellington, New Zealand,
She was christened Kathleen Mansfield Beauchamp, educated in Well-
ington and at Queen's College, London. Her family were middle class
"colonials,” her father eventually becoming Chairman of the Bank of
New Zealand. An excerpt from her nineteen year o0ld diary, June,1907:

ceeseShe is tired. Last night I spent in her arms—-—-and tonight I
hate her--which, being interpreted, means that I adore her: that

I cannot lie in my bed and not feel the magic of her body: which
means that sex seems as nothing to me. I feel more powerfully

all those so-termed sexual impulses with her than I have with any
man. She enthralls, enslaves me-~-and her personal self--her body
absolute-~-is my worship. I feel that to lie with my head on her
breast is to feel what life can hold. Gone are all recollections
of Caesar and Adonis; gone the terrible banality of my life. No-
thing remains except the shelter of ehr arms....l am half mad with
love. She is positively at present--above my music even--everything,
and now she is going.

The woman is left nameless. Katherine Mansfield was from
adolescence a rebel, fighting to get away from home, fighting to
cet to England and to "experience" London and "life.!'" She was
finally allowed to leave. Little is known of the next six years
of her lifee. She burned all her journals of this period. She
spent some time in Paris, Belgium, Germany, and Geneva., In London
she suffered many misfortunes: a miscarriage, later an abortion,
then an operation for peritonitis which permanently 1njured her
health and made it unlikely she could ever have a child, In 1909
she got married and then left her husband the next day. She got
the impulse to do so when she read a note left her by her friend
LM, which sald "Bear upn.,"



L.M, or Ida Baker was Katherine Mansfield's friend from adoles-
cence on and took care of her when she was dying of tuberculosils.
People say they were lovers. All of Katherine lMansfield's personal
papers and journals have been edited by the second man she married,
the critic John Middleton Murry. She stayed married to him until
she died and he was her heir. He may have censored, distorted, or
destroyed evidence of her lesbianism,

A book by Ida Baker on Katherine Mansfield was reviewed 1n The
New Statesman and Nation July 2, 1972, In the review, entitled
"The Wife's Story," Claire Tomlin quotes from a letter written by
Katherine Mansfield to I1da Baker in which she tells her, "Try and
believe and keep on believing without signs from me that I do love
you and want you for my wife.,"

Gudrun and Gerald in D.H. Lawrence's Women In Love are based on
Katherine Mansfield and John Middleton Murry. In the film version,
Gudrun (K.M.) was played by Glenda Jackson and Gerald by Oliver
Reed., The Murrys and Lawrences were friends for a while, sneering
at Bloomsbury, exploiting Lady Ottoline Morrell's country place,
Garsington, About Virginia Woolf's book, Night and Day, Katherine
Mansfield wrote: "talk about intellectual snobbery--her book reeks
of it,'dhile Mirginia Woolf was writing of her, ."ln truth 1'm a
little shocked at her commonness at first sight, lines so hard and
cheap. However, when this diminishes, she is s0 intelligent and
inscrutable that she repays friendship....'" The friendship with
Lawrence ended when he wrote her, "I hate you stewling 1in your con-
sumption. You are a loathsome reptile., "I hope you will die,.."

A few yvears later, he too died of tuberculosis.

It is ironic that after her fierce struggle to leave New Zealand
Katherine Mansfield's best work, and her life, were drenched in the
unending nostalgia of the exile., It does not seem to matter whether
the exile is voluntary or not. "Do you remember how the grass
smelled?" "Do you remember...?" And she would remember, in a rev-
erie, alone, or with her brother, all the smells, sights, sounds of
their New Zealand childhood, Down Under, below the equator, where
there had been a whiter, hotter sun.

Elizabeth Bowen said that Katherine Mansfield "was a writer
with whom there could be no secondary substitute for genims: genius
was vision., One might speak of her as having a burning gaze."
Murry said she had "an unusually rich accumulation of sensuous
perception."

Let her great New Zealand story, "At the Bay", speak for itself.

Very early morning. The sun was not yet risen, and the whole of
Crescent Bay was hidden under a white sea-mist. The blig bush-
covered hills at the back were smothered. You could not see where
they ended and the paddocks and bungalows began. The sandy road
was gone and the paddocks and bungalows the other side of 1it;
there were no white dunes covered with reddish grass beyond them;
there was nothing to mark which was beach and where was the sea.
A heavy dew had fallen. The grass was blue. Big drops hung on the
bushes and just did not fall; the silvery, fluffy toi-toil was
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limp on its long stalks, and all the marigolds and the pinks 1n

the bungalow gardens were bowed to the earth with wetness. Drenched
were the cold fuchsias, round pearls of dew lay on the flat nastur-
tium leaves, 1t looked as though the sea had beaten up softly 1in
the darkness, as though one immense wave, had come rippling,
rippling--how far? Perhaps if you had waked up in the middle of

the night you might have seen a big fish flicking in at the win-

dow and gone agaiNeseses 222
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Lesbianspace invites lesbhian artists to exhibit their work at

Fort Dyke for the benefit of the lesblian community--to see
what's happening. Call 966=6170 in NYC 1f you want to schedule

" s |

g show Tor winter or spring 1978,

October 28 & 29: Janet Yacht, local lesbian painter, kicked off
the first lesblian artshow exhibted at Fort Dyke-
Lesblianspace.
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A Lesbian Eye View of the Seventies

by SUSAN CAVIN

Men, patriarchy, and male history are so dumb they often
repeat themselves, and pile on one bad trip after another, building
their errors into the sky, play king of the mountain til they die,
until women knock them off their plastic ego stilts. If men get on
a bad trip they like (patriarchy), they'll stay on it for two millen-
ia, The male errors--sexism, racism, classism, ageism--repeat them-
selves, expand on top of each other, and graw like cancer cells, ra-
pidly and in the wrong direction. When patriarchy is threatened by
liberation movements, the patriarchists bring back their barbarian
act, their worst historical behavior to kill off the threat of revo-
lution. You have to realize we're dealing with a Egﬂiac system,

In late patriarchy, capitalist patriarchies swing back and
forth between liberal democratic welfare states and fascist states.
When capitalists are threatened by communism, socialism, Third World
liberation, women'®'s liberation, lesbian liberation, children's 1lib-
eration; the liberal democratic capitalist§depend upon the fascist
capitalists to do the dirty work of wiping out the revolutionary
threats. This Dr. Jekyl-Mr, Hyde relationship worked in the 1930's
for the capitalists; they are trylng it again in the 1970's. Witness
the two-faced relationship between the liberal democratic U.S.A.
and every fascist capitalist dictatorship in the world. Spank their
hands in public, but privately fund and train the fascist police
forces to electrocute women's breasts and vaginas. This Jekyl-Hyde
number is played out by fascist and liberal democratic capitalists
in Latin America, Black Africa, used to be in Asia, and now at home
on U.,S. domestic liberation movements in the seventies. The Women's,
Lesbian, and gay Movements are getting a fast abject lesson on back-
lash in the seventies; the Black Movement got it first: the liberal
democratic capitalist state feeds a liberation movement through the
system's legislative civil rights battles,while at the same time,
turns the fascist, christian barbarians loose on us in the backlash
process. Whip a movement with backlash if you can't defeat them on
T8 Tirst draw,

Male history repeats itself, but some decades aren't worth re-
peating. (Erase 2000-3000 years of patriarchy while you're at it.)
In patriarchy, the same alliances of reaction that oppose a libera-
tion movement 50 years or 100 years ago, turn up again to try to
Kill the same types of revolutionaries. After a while, 1t gets to
be dumb and predictable who's trying to kill who, so there's no
point feeling confused, paralyzed, or passive by these repetitious
patriarchal nightmares.

sne caplitalist world crises of the 1930's bear striking poli-
tico—-economic resemblances to the 1970's in Europe, the U.S.A.,

and Japan. However, the straight press (including Majority Report,
which is a straight papa paper) obscures this rather obvious paral-
lel between the 1930's and the 1970's by appealing to the short-
term political memory, and by repetitiously reporting that "nothing
ilg happening" in the "boring" seventies compared to the "exciting"

8 ixties . fThis is straight garbage, Clarity on the political mean-
ing of the seventies comes from a view of the long haul toward world

liberation, not just the short straight of things.

<



=

A IR

I am thinking of these political and economic parallels be-
tween the 1930's and the 1970's: (1) the early Lesbian-gay Rights
Movement in Germany experienced simultaneous legislative successes
and reactionary backlash defeats in a number of cities before the
movement was exterminated in Hitler's concentration camps in the
1930's; the early homosexual movement in Europe began in 1864 and
ended in 1935; the movement was tremendously successful for almost
the first third of the twentieth century, then came under severe
attack by fascist Christian capitalists in the thirties backlash
of the capitalist right against commies—-queers-jews-blacks-and-
handicapped people. The simultaneous success-defeat period of the
early movement in Germany reminds me of the legislative battles reg-
lstered 1n the American seventies. (2) in both the thirtises and
seventies, Germany, Italy, and Spain are the "hot spots" of Europe,
torn between the same cholces: the rise of socialism and communism
on the one hand and the pendulum swings between fascist and liberal
democratic states on the capitalist hand's reaction against communism;
as well as, extreme right wing and left wing terrorism; (3) the 1929
Wall Street Crash and the depression of the thirties parallel the
October 1978 Wall STreet 59 point drop in one week, the biggest drop
in Wall Street history ever, the inflation, recessions, and near de-
fault of New York City in the seventies; making almost the perfect
50 year curve (1929-1978) in the predicted return of depression in
caplitalist systems; the decline of the U,S. dollar and rise of the
German mark and Japanese yen ; (4) the fascist capitalist backlash
against commies-~-queers-Blacks-Jews in the 1930's is paralleled by a
strong right wing reaction in the U.,S. and Europe to counter Black
Liberation, Women's Liberation, Lesbian Liberation, Gay Liberation,
and socialist liberation in the seventies; the same ideologies are
clashing in both the thirties and seventies; (5) in the 1930's and
1940's, European and North American patriarchal capitalist state$§
successfully channeled the leftover feminism of the previous decades
into patriarchal military campaigns, encouraged the female crossover
from femme to butch in labor roles, fashion, and industry (munitions,
defense, physical labor) as capitalists of the seventies and probably
the eighties attempt to utilize the female army of reserve labor for
their own economic and military advantage; (6) the thirties was a
major decade of trade union strikes and management-cop violence against
labor; the seventies have produced some major trade union strikes
(Coal Miner's, farmers driving to Washington & Plains on tractors,
Memphis 1978 strike, textile unions against J.P. Stevens, WOW (Wommn
Office Workers) organize, teachers strikes, newspaper strikes, health
care workers strike, etc. (7) finally, in both the 1930's and the
1970's there was almost a revolution which was politically thwarted
in the thirties, F.D.R. delayed a twentieth century american revolu-
tion by creating social security, the welfare state, where the bourgies
pay the oppressed not to make a revolution; in the 1970's, domestic
unrest was derailed and sent off on a wild goose chase by the Ce.Ll.A.~-
media coup against the Nixon personality; the people could have brought
down more than Nixon's ass, but that was satisfying enough; instead of
profoundly changing the system, we Just changed Presidents and kept
the same system. Another revolutionary opportunity missed. There are
probably other parallels between the thirties and the seventies as

well.
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The political rise of the fascist, patriarchal Judeo-Christians
( fundamentalists, born again Christians, Catholic Church, orthodox
Jews) against lesbians, feminists, and gays in the american seventies
intersects with the white supremacist backlash movement against Blaclks
in the seventies. Sooner or later we have to realize that we are
fishting the same people separately when we should be fighting them
together. They are certainly together about fighting to keep Blacks
and homosexuals out of U.S. schools,

SEVENTIES REPRESSIVE LEGISLATION 1IN THE US AND GERMANY

In the liberal democracies of the capitalist world, repressive
legislation is in, Fascilist legislation 1s being churned through
liberal democratic capltalist legal systems, The trend appears to
be in this direction: capitalist states are attempting To criminalilize
acts .which are guaranteed by the constitution or bill of rights as
civil 1iberties or Ifrecsgoms, tn otThepr words, the capilitalist world
is in another crisis and intends to suspend liberal demoecracy until
the revolutionary threats are eliminated by fascist, christian capi-

taligts,

By the 1970's, enough repressive legislation had already been
passed in Germany to fire or refuse to hire teachers and any other
givil gérvantaulor signing political petitions, or for doing artwerk
for political magazines. This German legislation is called the
"Berutsverbot" (civil service job ban) or '"Radikalen-—-Erlasse" (termi-
nations of radicals). Even tenured teachers can lose their jobs for
participating in thege minor, borderliine political -activities. . The
"Berutsverbot" in 1970's Germany reminds me alot of the Briggs Amend-
ment in California (similar legislation is coming up for vote in Arkan-
sas, Oklahoma), which axes straight teachers for signing a lesbian
civil pichTtTe DetiBIDR @Y - LOT ORNE SPTHOYER o0y a lebbilan. polliticel
magazine, Talk about borderline lesbilan activity, that's at the
far edge., All of this repressive legislation throughout the capitalist
world reveals how shaky the nerves of the capitalist world are con-
cerning revolutionary threats to.the empire. ln The 1970's, an lhcredi-
ble array of backlash legislation is beginning to amass in the U.S.:
Senate Bill One, anti-abortion bills, anti-lesbilan and anti-gay state
legislation, the Briggs Amendment, the Bakke Decision; and lHidge Cos-
tanza reported at the Forum oOn the FutuUre that the U,b.A, 1s only.8
states away from calling a Constitutional Convention on Abortion,
which opens up the possibility of repealing the entire bill of rights.

HOW TO FIGHT EﬂE_BEQEI:l)Organize international networks of resistance.
Eﬁg_fggggag,geminist, & Third World Liberation struggles are interna-
tional and must be fought on that level.2) Domestic violence rather
than go to an Anita Bryant Rehabilitation Camp., Riots get results,

but don*t burn the Village down, don'*t burn gay ghettoes, i <The

rigcht starts any violence against homosexuals, obwiously we should
strike back with violence. 3) Separation and Secession from patriarchy
by lesblians, feminists, women, Blacks, native.Americans, Latinas, and
other oppressed minorities—--none of us want to go to school with the

white right or ever see these people again in our lives; we want our

own countries. Devolve patriarchy. Devolve the U.S.A. 222
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Women As A Colonjzed Class

Under World Patriarchy

BY RHONDA GOTTLIEB

This article will analyze the subjugation of women in relation to
men throughout world patriarchy. It will prove that women as a grounp .,
regardless of race, ethnic, or class privilege, have never been al-
lowed to achieve self-determination., This situation exists whether a
country be capitalist or socialist.

Colonialism and imperialism have generally been defined as a policy
and system of extending territory, establishing colonies, and control-
ling colony raw materials and resources. Colonialism is control and
subjugation by one power over a dependent area and its people. This
definition, however, was challenged by the Black Liberation Movement.
For example, Franz Fanon and Robert Blauner elaborated on this defi-
nition of imperialism or colonialism to signify a particular group
which 18 denied self determination by another group, regardless of
whether it has territory or not. When we view colonialism or imperial-
ism with this perspective we become aware that the colonial analogy not
only relates to the position of Black people in white America, but also
relates to the position of women in relation to world patriarchy. This
concept is discussed in Fourth World Manifesto.

In his article "Internal Colonialism and Ghetto Revolt,"” Robert
Blauner discusses the applicability of the colonial analogy to Black
people in America today. He discusses the suppositional constructs by
which race relations have been described in the past. According to
Blauner, the situation of Black people has been described in one of two
ways. On the one hand, BlackKk people have been viewed as a particular
ethnic/immigrant group, and their problems are attributed to problems
that all ethnic/immigrant groups face in adapting to a new country with
different values, culture, etc. This analysis, which Blauner defines as
a caste theory, neglects certain very important factors. 1t disregards
the faect that non third world ethnic groups, due to skin privilege, can
more easily assimilate into the dominant culture.

In addition, Black people have been viewed in terms of their economic
position within the dominant society. Although an analysis of the status
of Black people in terms-of class and capitalism 1s necessary and pro-
cressive, it neglects to seriously analyze race and racilsm as a socilial,
political, and economic system in america. It disregards the fact that
Black people, as well as other third world peoples, are used to insure

a surplus labor force in capitalist america. o3
More recently an analysis developed which stated that the conditions

of Black people in america were analogous to colonilzed societies, In
other words, Black people are controlled by the dominant white society
as a colonized society is controlled by the mother country. A Black la-
borer sells her or his labor cheaply to the white capitalist as a colony
sells its fruits and raw materials cheaply, and buys manufactured goods
at exorbitant fees from the mother country.
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Colonialization emerges with a forceful, involuntary entry by one
group into another group's culture. Secondly, those that enter (the
colonizing) set up a system which systematically destroys the colonized
people's former way of life. Their culture is eliminated. Lastly, the
colonized group is totally ruled by this foreign intruding force. If the
colonized individual supposedly commits a crime, she or he must go to
the colonizers' prison. The community no longer celebrates its own holi-
days, festivals, heroes, etc., but instead, celebrates the festivals of
the colonized class, As previously stated the colonized peoples' former
institutions and culture have been totally eliminated. Due to these
circumatances, often the colonized become ashamed of their culture, in-

stitutions, their true selves, and try to assimilate into the dominant

cul ture,

The crux of colonialization is racism, Blauner defines racism as the
"orincipal of social domination by which a group seen as inferior or dif-
ferent in terms of biological characteristics 1s exploited, controlled,
and oppressed, socially and psychically by a superordinate group." This
will lead us into our discussion of women as a colonized class.

In order to comprehend women's colonized status, we must first com-
prehend patriarchy, a system which predates capitalism and continues to
exist under socialism., The following passage from Adrienne Rich's book,
Of Woman Born,illustrates patriarchy Fox what 1P -is:

il

Patriarchy is the power of the fathers: a familial-social, ideolog-
ical, political system in which men--by force, direct pressure, or
through ritual, tradition, law and language, customs, etiquette,
education and the division of labor, determine what part women shall
or shall not play, and in which the female 1s everywhere subsumed
under the male. It does not necessarily imply that no woman has power,
or that all women in a given culture may not have certain powers,
Among the matrilineal Crow, for example, women take major honorific
roles in ceremony and festival, but are debarred from social con-
tract and sacred objects during menstruation. Where women and men
alike share a particular cultural phenomenon, 1t 1Implies quite dif-
ferent things according to gender. When men wear velils--as among

the North African Tuareg--this remoteness serves to i1ncrease the
statugs and power of an individual, but 1t hardly does so for women
in purdah., Ultimately the line is drawn, as it is drawn, albeit
differently, in every culture.

Patriarchy is difficult to apprehend because 1t.totally pervades so-
ciety; it is so all-encompassing that it has appeared to be the natural
order of things. Women cannot remember a time when they were not subor-
dinated to the male class. Their history has been both distorted.and de=
nied. However, there is much evidence which points to the existence of
primitive matriarchal societies, and as women begin to reclaim and de-
velop their history we become aware that patriarchy has not always been
the natural order of things.

In contrast to patriarchy, matriarchal societies were societies 1in
which female power was pervasive. This power had a natural origin and
was not a result of women procuring and maintainling predomlinance Or com-
mand over man. The respect that women were accorded stemmed from their
childbearing abilities and was essentially utilitarian in origine. The
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role that man played in the procreative process was not understood and
so women were considered to have magical nowers which enabled them to
cive birth. In addition, matriarchy arose out of women's material condi-
tions and the conditions of the people. Althougsh there were women hunters
in primitive societies, the majority of women stayed close to their homes
in order to tend to the children. These women worked together cooperative-
ly and strong evidence points to the fact that they were the inventors of
acricul ture, lanpguagce, the domestication of animals, craft, plant culti-
vation, .and that they were the bullders of the dwellings in which they
lived. lMatriarchy was a natural growth resulting from the creative and
productive role women played in relation to society and the raising of
childret.

Accordineg to Bob MeCubbin's "The Gay OQuestion," tribal societlies had
no rulers; care of children was a joint effort by all women and their
brothers. Men did not live with women whose children they had fathered,
hut remained at home and took care of their sister's children. This breaks

our notions of the nuclear monogamous family that exists in patriarchy.
In addition, homosexuality was considered acceptable among primitive
peoples. This also contradicts the patriarchal notion that homosexuality
is a result of moral or social decay and degeneration. '
latriarchy ended when men discovered the role that they played in the
procreative process., Having both a fear and awe of women's childbearing
abilities, man used this knowledge 1in order to take control of the so-
ciety. A struggle ensued over lineage of the children. Man was able to
conguer women with the tools he had developed while hunting. Here we see
the overthrow of mother-~-right and the establishment of male supremacy.
Women's entire history can be viewed as a result of man's fear/envy

of women's physiclogy, as psychoanalyst Karen Horney states, '"his envy
of pregnancy, childbirth, and motherhood, as well as the breasts and
the act of suckling." (Horney, The Flight From Womanhood) During the Mid-
dle Ages approximately 9 million women were burnt as witches., It is no
coincidence that a large percentage of these women were midwives, mid-
wiferv at this time being the authority on pregnancy and women's ana-
tom¥e 1t 'igs also ot surprising thaet women who had childrsn outside of
marriage were considered to have been impregnated by the devil. They were
also considered to be witches and were therefore exterminated, The rea-
sons for this gynocide are directly related to man's hatred and dread of
women. Excerpts from the Malleus, a book describing witchcraft written
duping "the"Middle Ages, degscribed this agcurately: |

"A1l witeheraft comes from carnal lust which i1n woman 18 lnsatiable.

See Proverb XXX: There are three things that are never satisfied,

vea, a fourth thing which says not i1is .enough; that 1s, the mouth

of the womb."

Y

UAnd - what 18 to be thoueght of those witches Wwho In:thais: way-colléect
male orsans, as many as twenty or thirty members together and put
them in a bird'’s hest o SHTUL Tthem 1N a " DOX Wheéere Thesy move like
living members and eat oats and corn, as has been seen by many as
Lo hter 01 IT8CTe

WVvhen we begin to view history with this consciousness, we begin to
develop an understanding of women as a colonized class. Our culture,
history, and the creative and productive role we played in history has
been invalidated to such a degree that the majority of women are not
conscious of matriarchies. This directly coincides with Blauner's under-
sftanding that The first conponent of-colonialilzation as forceful, ine-
paluntary enthy by onée group. 1ntd snothed proup Y& vulcure, ity ‘addition,
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if we look at society today, we see that men and women have two differ-
ent cultures: it is man's culture which is the dominant prevailing cul-
ture, while women's culture remains invisible. Barbara Burris, et. al,
described this in The Fourth World Manifesto:

"Part of the customs of a culture are its habits. Hablits here means
what people do in their daily lives...IlIt is clear that women and
men have very different habits. Women--in most all parts ol the
world--whether they are working outside the home or not, have res-
ponsibility for the cooking, cleaning and child=-raising chores of
the society. This means that most women spend their time with
childeren, This im itself is a cultural split as men go out of the
home and mix mainly with other males in the male world outside the
home. Generally males do not do any of the work designated as fe-
male work. Women, mainly in the company of ether women and child-
ren organize their time and routines and socializing on an entire-
ly different basis than males.,"

"Wwomen have been execluded from contributing to the art, philosophy
and science of all national cultures. These things are in tight
male control. The male culture, which 1s the dominant culture in
every nation (i.e., synonymous with the national culture) cannot
accept a female view of things as expressed by female writers, art-

ists and philosophers,”

"The institutions of a people are an egsential part of their culture.
The major insituttions of every culture are the same—-—the family,
religion, government, army, and economy...Though it appears that both
men and women live together within the institutions of a society, men
really define and control the ijnstituttions while women live under
their rule.”

Burris also analyses women's position 1n relation to race and class 1n
order to prove that women are a class. According to Burris, if the racial
privilege accorded to white women defined her position in society, she
would have the same power and control that all whites have., However, 1t
is the white men who control the institutions, army, police, cultural
foundations, education, law, government, etc., Burris concludes that white-
ness does not overcome the fact that one is female., Burris states that
"there are some...advantages to being white for a woman who is white, but
there are also advantages for black males for being male in this society."”

Simultaneously, if class defines a woman's position in society above
her sex, then any woman of a particular class would be able to compete with
a male member of her class. However, 1n getuality,this &8 notT True ac
women constitutte the most discriminated group in the economy. As Black
people's position is affected Dby the racial dual labor structure, women's
position is affected by a sexual dual labor structure as women are cast
into rigid job catepgories based On Sé€X. Burris states "that female swwork
is the lowest and the caste lines of labor are most rigid in terms of sex
can be proved by the fact that Black males-—--while demanding integration
in jobs in male fields, 1.€., bettery paving Jovs, have Never demanded to
integrate (sexually, that is) as secretaries, waltresses, salesclerks,
etc. When Black males integrate into a female job (which is rare)--such
as nursing--they are palid more as males than are the females doing the

same jJobh "
As previously discussed, Black people have often Dbeen viewed as a

particular ethnic/immigrant group, or as a particular economlic classe.
Both of these theories neglect to take into consideration race or racism
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as a political, social and economlc syStem. These theories do not present

a complete analysis of the complexity of Black people's g1 TUeETION.: 1IN &
similar vein, an analysis which neglects Tto see women as a separate class
and instead sees women in terms of their economic or racial class disre-
gards the particular conditions which women live under and which are
particular to all women. This 1s not to say that women should overlook
their differences, or that their differences are not gsubgstantial; 1%
merely states that our differences do not undermine our commonality.
Women remain in patriarchal society, a people defined by their bio-
logy. All women are clearly set apart from the class of men by specific
sexual characteristics, and their subordination is attributed to these
specific sexual characteristics. Women's bodies are viewed as territory
which men can own and control for their own benefit. Since man is bilo=-
logically incapable of bearing a child he steals the dignity fromn women .
He does this through the institutionalization of medicilne. This explailns
childbirth procedures today in which women are tied, thelr legs placed

in stirrups, and are given large dosages of drugs. Women no longer give

birth to children; men do it for theme Since man 1s unable to prove who
his child is without the control of women's bodies, he has used both
motherhood and sexuality to his avalil. Motherhood is holy and considered
to be women's sphere as long as the offspring belongs to a male. All
other offspring are considered to be illegitimate, and women are con-
demned as unwed mothers. Anything which threatens man's control in these
areas 1s treated as either sick or criminal, and this is most apparent
when we view the governing of women's sexuality and the institution of
heterosexuality. Since lesbianism threatens patriarchy at 1ts core, man
treats heterosexuality as a law of nature, rather than an institution
essential to male supremacye.

Women's reproductive capacities are regulated to suit male economies
and this 1s present in both capitalist and socialist countries. Adrienne
Rich informs us in 9£ Woman Born that "under patriarchal socialism we
find the institution of motherhood revised and reformed in certain ways
to permit women to serve (as we actually served through most of history)
both as the producers and nurturers of children and as full time workers
demanded by a growing economy. Child care centers, youth camps, schools,
facilitate but do not truly radicalize the familiar double role of women;
in so soclialist country does the breakdown of the division of labor ex-
tend to bringing large numbers of men into childcare. Under Marxist or
Maolst socialism both motherhood and heteroseuxlaity are still instituw-
tionalized...lLesbianism 1s announced to be nonexistent in China while
in Cuba homosexuals are treated as political criminals, Birth control
may or may not be available to women, depending on economic, military
and demographic pressure, in China women are pressured to become ex-
perimental subjects for mew birth control 'For the revolution,'?"™

Lastly, women's colonized status 1s most evident when we consider the
acceptance and glorification of rape in patriarchal society-~-the belief
that women's bodies are open territory for rape and exploitation by men.
Phroughout patriarchal media, whether it be i1n Yipple newspapers, art,

pornography, or literature, women's bodies are consistently exposed and
degr?ded. Pornography, in particular, eonditions women to accept violence,
submission, and degradation as part and parcel of their sexuality.

In essence, pornography actually reflects the conditions of hetero-
sexual women who are often victimized and sexually brutalized by the men
in their lives. However, pornography glorifies this excruciating situation
and 1n so doing renders violence and degradation sexually stimulation,
Furthermore, the status of women as. properly to be owned and controlled
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TRIBAD INVITES ALL LESBIAN SEPARATISTS TO SUBMIT NEWS, ARTWORK
(in black and white,india ink), POETRY, AND ARTICLES FOR POSSIBLE

PUBLICATION
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IO BE SOLD TO AND SHARED BY LESBIANS ONLY
BIMNONTHLY

More if you can, TRIBAD

Less if you can't
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