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A Celebration of Life,
Love, Sex, Sensuality,

Pleasure and Beauty.

“LOVING THE GODDESS WITHIN: SEX
MAGICK FOR WOMEN offers a much needed
celebration of sacred sexuality and love, includ-
ing the often neglected subject of self-love.
With her unique blend of practical down to
Earth suggestions and deep love of the Goddess
and Her ways, Nan Hawthorne has written a
book that should be part of every spiritual
woman's collection. LOVING THE GODDESS
WITHIN is one of the very best books I have
read on creating your sense of self-esteem and
taking pleasure in your Earthly form. Highly
recommended!”

Lunaea Weatherstone, SageWoman Magazine

“A beautifully written tribute to the re-emerging
Goddess, and to the women who embody Her.
Affirmative of all that has been denied: the life-
force inherent in our physical bodies, the erotic, .. . ,
the passionate, and the power and beauty that is woman and the Goddess brought forth
through the sacred arts of dance and drama, sex and celebration, myth and imagination.
Magically accurate, ritually delightful.”

Anodea Judith, Wheels of Life: A User's Guide to the Chakra System
$13.95 ISBN: 1-878980-01-7

AVAILABLE MAY 1991

01118l g1 W suE cHANGES
A Goddess Myth for Modern Women

pngss A stunning tale of transformation and power. Moving from behind the
cloistered walls of a convent to a birthing center in the hills of
Appalachia, SHE CHANGES tells the story of how one woman finds
P O. BOX 1538 theGoddessand thereby finds herself.

OAK PARK, IL 60304 $12.95 ISBN 1-878980-03-3

Available through Bookpeople, Inland, Moving Books and New Leaf.

DELPHI PRESS INC.
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Spring, at last!

This issue is thick with Spring announcements,
especially from the feminist presses and the other
small presses.... 49 feminist publishers have 126 books
announced in this issue. That has to be an all time
record — and that’s only the books and an-
nouncements that arrived in time to make it into this
issue!

@

This issue sees the debut of a column I've wanted
for years — a regular column on Canadian books.
Penny Goldsmith (Lazara Press) phoned up one after-

noon in February saying that she was interested in .

doing the column and got us the first column in time
for this issue. She'll focus on books from presses that
aren’t already being covered in FBN. U.S. published
books are readily distributed and sold in Canada but
Canadian books — except of course for feminist and
other movement presses — are too rarely distributed,
promoted, or sold in the U.S. Canadian booksellers
will be familiar with many of the books covered in this
column but most of it will be very useful for those of
us below the border. Please tell us what you think of
the column and call Penny if you have suggestions for
books to include in the column: 604-253-3715 or write
to her c/o Lazara Press, Box 2269 VMPO, Vancouver
BC V6B 3W2.

I'm also very pleased to have an article on book-
store memberships. It's an article that I've wanted for
a long time. Now, I can’t exactly say that I'm pleased
to have Nett Hart’s column... But I certainly do appre-
ciate her bravery and her stance in the world — which
is to share experience with other women about the
things that really happen to us — and about her
experience of fighting back. I hope it provides some

validation for other women who've survived similar
situations. I'm particularly aware, as we go to press,
that the several women I know who have been vi-
olently assaulted made different decisions in different
situations and took different actions and it’s equally
clear to me that each woman made the best decision
for herself in her situation.

This issue also covers the early ABA Convention
news. ABA should be interesting this year — among
other things, there’s a proposed change in structure
that would make the executive director the president
and turn the president into a chairmanlsic]. If you
figure it out clue me in.

Please join me in welcoming Cill (Priscilla) Jane-
way to FBN's staff. We're very pleased to have her. Cill
is taking over Brenda’s Production Manager and
Advertising Manager jobs. Brenda has been working
with Cill for three weeks now, teaching her the ins and
outs of FBN's various systems, throwing computer

FBN
Deadlines

ABA Special Issue
May/June

Yesterday!

Summer Sidelines Issue
June 14
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programs at her (Ventura, Paradox, WordStar....) and,
of course, production. She’s taken to it all like a duck
to water. Look to the banner on the new Canadian
Books column and the graphic in Nett’s column for
Cill’s work. It promises to be a smooth transition and
I look forward to her contribution to FBN’s “look.”
Brenda will come in occasionally over the next few
weeks to do additional training on the more esoteric
aspects of the job. We're sad to see her go. She’s been
a vital part of FBN for the last two years and we will
certainly miss her!

<

The good news on the international front is that the
dates for the V International Feminist Book Fair have
been set. The Fair will be held in Amsterdam from June
24 to June 28. Write to the Fair organizers at: V Inter-
national Feminist Book Fair, Entrepotdok 66, 1018 AD
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Tel: (20) 638 1506. Fax:
(20) 638 0786. More news as we receive it!

We have a new, updated theory on our crashed

hard disk. The first two approaches, you may recall,
were to reformat the hard disk, which we did, and,
when that failed, we (with the help of some tech-
friends) did a low-level reformat. That worked for a
couple of weeks, too. And then it crashed again, just
as we were gearing up to work on the issue. At that
point I ran out of patience, packed the machine off to
the repair shop, prepared to spring for a new hard
disk, a new controller card, labor.... Now, granted,
everyone has their own theory on these things, but I
rather liked the technician’s theory analysis — the
($12.00) cable between the motherboard and the hard
disk was bad..... So far, so good!

Thanks to everyone who responded to my ques-
tion in last issue’s column about size. The consensus
so far is that 125 pages is too long. ("Not that I don't
have time to read it all — it’s more that I don’t have
time to follow through on my margin notes... And
“that’s a problem.") The other concrete suggestion
was to focus book columns on excellence, rather than
trying to cover everything in a particular field. Please
tell us if you agree or disagree.

Yours in spreading the words,

Carol Seajay o

AUNT LUTE BOOKS announces

Daughter of the Mountain, Un Cuento, 4 novel by Edna Escamill
Maggie, a young Chicana/Indian woman living in the Southwest, is both witness to and victim of the

transformation from rural community to
urban barrio and of the shame that
follows. Her grandmother, a Yaqui native,
teaches Maggie knowledge of the land
and her own form of spirituality as tools
for survival. Her stories, or cuentos, of
the old days reach back into the
nineteenth century, illuminating a way of
life that has disappeared.

ISBN: 0-933216-82-3

192 pp. $8.95 pub date: June 1991
Fiction/Women’s Studies/Ethnic Studies

Send My Roots Rain,
a novel by Ibis Gomez-Vega
At the invitation of the village priest, an
urban woman artist arrives in a small
Southwestern town near the Mexican
boarder. She has come to paint murals in
his church, unaware that it has burned
down in a catastrophic fire. In the course
of overseeing the rebuilding of the church,
and falling in love with another woman,
she unravels the town’s guilt and fears .
and is finally able to face her own.
Plagued by terrifying nightmares, she

discovers their source with the help of Miriam, the desert healer. A wonderful, fast-paced novel by a new talent.

ISBN: 0-933216-80-7

224 pp. $9.95 pub date: June 1991

Fiction/Women’s Studies /Ethnic Studies
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Calling Rain

by Karen Marie Christa Minns
From the author of the haunting Virago . .

Primatologist Darrian Stone has made the find of the century.
She has located the legendary Big Foot — the Sasquatch. To
protect the trust these shy, gentle creatures have in her, she
guards the research project with uncompromising ferocity.

Nikki, compelled by her vision of a woman she has seen
only in film and photograph, is determined to endure any
hardship to be part of the Great Apes Project, to be with Darrian.

As Nikki struggles to earn a place among the Great Apes,

she uncovers an erotic passion in Darrian Stone that fully
T KAREN MARIE CHRISTA MINNs | matches the legend of the woman.
S e The pressures increase — from a ruthlessly intrusive press,
politicians, even the scientific community, until Nikki is called upon to make an ultimate
act of love and allegiance . . .

Calling Rain is a stunning tale of passion — and of loyalty to the best in ourselves and

the preservation of our world. ISBN 0-941483-87-8 $9.95

Black Iris | BIACKIRIS

by Jeane Harris

To all appearances, university professor Caroline Jordan leads
a fulfilled life. No one suspects her deepest, darkest secret —
the monster who is Gerald Louis Steckman.

Steckman, imprisioned for the brutal rape of Caroline, has
been released and is back in Denver, wreaking homicidal horror
as he stalks Caroline once again.

But. the gay community of Denver, especially its women,
have banded together to find him. Caroline is determined that
she will never again be a passive victim. She intends to find
Gerald Louis Steckman, trap him . . . and kill him.

ISBN 0-941483-68-1 $8.95

A Novel By

JEANE
HARRIS

The Naiad Press, Inc.

P.O. Box 10543 e Tallahassee, Florida 32302
(904) 539-5965 ¢ FAX (904) 539-9731
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A Different World Bookstore
414 E. Grand Ave.
Beloit WI 53511
Dear FBN,

Just a note to let you know that we are still
hanging in. I have been here for two years now and
The Community is getting over the shock of a Femi-
nist Bookstore. Lots of people are still “afraid” to
come into the store, but for the most part it is ac-
cepted.

I put together a catalog and we are doing mail
order. If anyone wants a free catalog, call or write: A
Different World, 414 East Grand Ave, Beloit W1 53511.
Phone: 608-365-1000, FAX 608-365-1451.

Thanks,

Judee Post-Woodman

The Great Catsby
551 W. Cordova, Ste. D/E
Santa Fe NM 87501
Dear FBN,

I'd like to make Feminist Bookstore News aware
of a truly extraordinary supplier who has been invalu-
able in getting us started and keeping us going for our
difficult first year. Womontyme Distribution Center
out of Long Beach CA has been one of the staunchest
supporters of The Great Catsby Bookstore/Gay and
Lesbian Community Center. Womontyme carries vid-
eos, novelties (magnets, rubber stamps), greeting
cards and books on special interest subjects like sexual
assault, domestic violence, incest, recovery and self
help for women and children. They have been an
invaluable resource for information on these subjects,
and Jan has been especially helpful regarding dis-
counts, terms, and low minimums, areas which are

really important when you are just starting out in a
new business. They are a fine company to work with,
and I feel they should be given the utmost support by
the feminist community.

Sincerely,

Sharon Mason

Editor’s Note: Womontyme Distribution can be reached at
P.O. Box 50145, Long Beach CA 90815. Phone: 800-247-
8903, FAX: 213-425-4258.

LR

Paradigm Distribution
3343 Adams Avenue
San Diego CA92116
Open letter from Paradigm Women'’s Bookstore:

We would like to let everyone know, especially
publishers, that we would like to know of authors
visiting or living in our area. They don’t have to be
new authors. Please contact us at 3343 Adams Avenue,
San Diego, CA 92116, 619-563-1981. We're new at this
so tell us also any details you think we might be
interested in regarding author visits/signings.

Thanks,

Karen Merry

South End Press
Institute for Social & Cultural Change
116 St. Botolph St.
Boston MA 02115
Dear FBN,

The theme of this year’s ABA “Bookstore USA:
Celebrating Our Freedom to Read” walks a fine line
between a timely recognition of the importance of
literacy in sustaining a democratic society, and a shal-
low, knee-jerk patriotism — so dangerous in the

Volume 13 Number 6
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GIANT ASS PUBLISHING

bresents

$2.50

HOMICIDAL LESBIAN TERRORIST

You already love her. ..

GIANT ASS PUBLISHING
P.0.Box 214 - New Haven, CT 06502

Available from Inland Book Company 800/243-0138

the convention literature asserts, both precious and
precarious.
The structure of the publishing industry has a lot

barons such as Rupert Murdoch and Si Newhouse,

tions and Time-Warner. In fact, only 200 publishers
account for 90% of book sales in this country. You'll

industry.

27

In a real sense, South End and Monthly Review
— along with our colleagues at other political and
feminist/lesbian/gay presses — maintain a critical
edgein the industry. We challenge the status quo each
time we release a book.

Renee Pendergrass of Monthly Review Press
and I are working to put together a political presence
at the ABA this year and we're inviting publishers to
be a part of it. First, we’d like to invite you to a

aftermath of war. Certainly, our freedom to read is, as

to do with that. Ordinary people don’t have much say
in what’s a good book. That decision is left to press

and multimedia giants like Paramount Communica-

have to search long and hard to find more than a trace
of progressive thinking in the mainstream of the

reception on Sunday, June 2 at 5:30 pm (Location to
be announced.)

Featured will be author bell hooks, who will de-
liver a keynote address about the importance of diver-
sity in publishing, a diversity that is measured in
political, cultural, class, racial, gender-based, and spir-
itual terms. We're inviting other publishers to co-
sponsor this event. If you're interested, please phone
me at South End Press (617-266-0629).

We'd also like to explore the possibilities of creat-
ing a regular presence at future ABA conventions. For
example, we could have a reception like this every
year, and rotate responsibility for organizing it
among different publishers. Or we could organize a
“political” aisle, much like the “feminist/gay/
lesbian” aisle, but not in conflict with it. Please contact
either one of us if you would like to be included in
future planning and discussions, or stop by the South
End Press booth, #368.

Sincerely,

Karin Aguilar-San Juan

Tough Dove Books
PO Box 1999
Redway CA 95560
Dear Friends,

For those curious, here’s how Lesbian Bedtime Sto-
ries 2 got such a late release last Fall. It was a publish-
ing nightmare.

We thought we’d try BookCrafters because of
their lower prices, their women representatives, their
willingness and success (they said) in getting us re-
cycled paper, and because we were lured by their
extremely aggressive and diligent promotion efforts...
But don’t we all know better about corporate come-
ons by now? We should!

The Tough Doves have dealt with enough print-
ers to know to expect problems, but we’ve also come
to expect speed and honorability in rectifying those
problems. However, as soon as we signed the contract
and sent in half our money, BookCrafters caused prob-
lems. Do you want to hear it?

When the estimators, camera room and credit
department all made repeated errors and delays, I
learned that the women executives, who at first
acted so confident, had no power to remedy things;
they were “very nice" and apologized profusely for

March/April 1991
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weeks. Because the bluelines had come back not only
poor quality but unacceptable (on both LBS2 and the
simultaneous third printing of LBS1 we’d also given
them) we told them to send us samples of the fin-
ished covers before binding. It was the bindery that
ignored us, so then we had 12,000 copies of a book
with a cover we didn’t design. (We had ordered a
20% and 100% same color duotone, but what we got
was only the 20% screen, leaving the main figures —
the ones that should have been screened at 100% —
very shadowy. We refer to it as the “Lesbians in the
Mist” cover). Although the covers didn’t look that
bad (just odd), we thought lesbians have enough
trouble with invisibility, so we opted for a remake.
That’s when the stalling began. The men got on the
phone (I had to keep calling them). Obviously we had
a Fall selling season we were missing (and you were,
too). We said just fix it! After over a week they said
OK they would, it would take two weeks, so we
released 500 copies of the “Lesbians in the Mist”
version. After many phone calls (only catching the
president between his hunting trips, no kidding) it
took another five weeks of me hanging upside down
before they finally sent out the trimmed down books

(that never got their duotone) only after we had wired
them full payment.

Another thing I want to warn about is that they
didn’t fully honor their price quote. I think it was quite
possibly deliberate that they underestimated the
freight by over one thousand dollars. When we signed
the bid it looked like they passed on their bulk freight
discounts to their customers (like McNaughton and
Gunn has done) but last minute, when they jacked up
the prices, it negated almost all the “savings” on the
entire job. But that had only been their “estimate,”
they said. (And it wasn’t due to increased freight
charges, either.)

It’s nothing personal I have against Book-
Crafters. In my opinion they are just truly profes-
sional sleazeballs. They seem like the types to hire
women only because they can pay them much less.
At the time of this writing they still owe us money. I
don’t recommend BookCrafters (like I do

McNaughton and Gunn). I thought it important to
share this with you.

Women’s Fiction from Coffee House Press

Survival

BY NANCY LORD

SURVIVAL

‘ Stories by Nancy Lord

W~ northernmost  state.”

April 1991

All titles 59.95, paper. Distributed by Consortium Book Sales & Distribution. To order, call 1-800-283-3572

Alaskan landscapes are metaphors for
physical and emotional survival in these
stories which present a woman’s perspec-
tive on the wilderness vision that Alaskan
life conjures. “Nancy Lord’s lucid prose
style captures the loneliness and gran-
deur, the squalor and pathos of life in our

—Maxine Kumin

0-918273-84-6

RIEZC E-NuT . RELE;ASSESS

The Woman Who Read Novels & Peacetime
BY CONSTANCE URDANG 0-918273-81-1

Two novellas about women and family life.

The Samaritan Treasure
BY MARIANNE LUBAN 0-918273-79-X

Richly told, baroque stories on Jewish themes.

Through the Arc of the Rain Forest
BY KAREN TEI YAMASHITA 0-918273-82-X
A futuristic look at environmental devastation
in Brazil. “A blend of magic realism and Brazil-

ian soap opera.” —Feminist Bookstore News

W He B URE G 00D

B O Of RKie'sS AR E

B R EE G Wea - Nt G
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Also, although I'm not now planning a Lesbian
Bedtime Stories 3, I'm available for large and small
free-lance editing jobs and ghost writing. Some of us
do like to be Lesbians in the Mist.

Bookpeople has stopped carrying It's Time (the
eco-feminist fantasy novel about earth-saving)
though Inland still has it. We're remaindering the last
500 copies. Direct from us we'll let them go to book-
stores and women'’s studies teachers at $1 per copy
plus shipping on 10+. Young women really love this
book and we want to get it into their hands any way
we can.

Have a happy, cautious, safe and productive
year. Thanks for your continued support and kind
words. It’s been a pleasure publishing and serving
you. Really!

Terry Woodrow

Ed Note: Last fall BookCrafters also refused to print Jan
Hardy's Wanting Women: An Anthology of Erotic Les-
bian Poetry (Sidewalk Revolution Press). The refusal came
after receiving the camera-ready copy and despite the fact
that they had previously been aware of the lesbian and erotic
nature of the book. The late-in-the-game refusal also created
serious delays in the production of Wanting Women.
BookCrafters’ grounds for refusing to print the book was
that it did not meet (their) community standards, an argument
that didn't make much sense given that they had previously
printed Lesbian Love Advisor and Susie Sexpert’s Les-
bian Sex World. See “Short Stories,” FBN 13#4.

LR

National Union of Journalists
60 Cricket Road
Oxford OX4 3DQ England
Dear FBN,
Re: Pergamon Press and the NUJ Dispute
Pergamon Press is currently planning the publi-
cation of an international encyclopedia of women’s
studies. We, the 23 journalists sacked by Robert
Maxwell’s Pergamon Press for a one-day strike in
May 1989 and who have been campaigning solidly
since then for reinstatement and union recognition,
have consistently argued for a boycott of all of
Maxwell’s publications in order to help our cause.
However, we are obviously concerned about the
long-term effect that this may have on important

future projects such as this encyclopedia. The contrib-
utors so far commissioned for it have expressed their
worries to us, as they regard it as an especially impor-
tant publication. Accordingly, while continuing to
press for a total boycott of all the rest of Maxwell’s
publications, we have developed with the contribu-
tors a special strategy for this encyclopedia which we
hope will both help our campaign and help keep the
project alive until the dispute is settled.

Rather than ask for the total boycott to be ex-
tended to this encyclopedia, however, we are calling
on all contributors merely to refuse to submit their
manuscripts until the dispute has been settled.

The UK contributors contacted so far have re-
acted very positively to this strategy, and the strikers
hope that this collective action will spread internation-
ally to all contributors. We believe that this tactic will
not only increase the pressure on Mr. Maxwell to settle
the dispute, but will also ensure that this important
project survives until it can be produced under better
conditions. We are also asking women'’s studies de-
partments to write to Mr. Maxwell telling him that
they will not order or buy this encyclopedia until the
dispute is settled; we hope that this combination of
pressure from the encyclopedia’s contributors and its
future market will have a powerful impact on Mr.
Maxwell.

Far from being a lost cause, we believe that our
campaign for reinstatement and recognition has
gained momentum and that we are closer to achieving
a just settlement now than we have ever been through-
out this long dispute. Support from within the British
Labour Party, the trade union movement and the
wider labor movement nationally and internationally
has combined to put pressure on Mr. Maxwell, and he
has recently agreed to a proposal for an independent
inquiry into the background of the dispute. While we
are confident that such an inquiry will vindicate the
stance we have taken, we will continue to rely on
pressure — including from the boycott campaign —
to ensure such a vindication leads to a just resolution
of the dispute. Please keep up your support!

For further information please write to the Per-
gamon Press NUJ Chapel, 60 Cricket Road, Oxford
OX4 3DQ, UK (tel. 011 44 865 60762 or 011 44 865
723450, FAX 011 44 865 726753 (mark attn. a/c 266)).

Yours in sisterhood,

Dr. Belinda Stratton, for the 23 sacked journalists.O
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An untold number of phone calls, letters, and meet-
ings later — not to mention a series of sympathetic
articles in the local daily newspaper — Matrix is back in
the Salinas library backed by an adamant statement from
the city attorney that the city does not allow discrimina-
tion on the grounds of sex or sexual preference.

Possibly as a result of the uproar in Salinas, the

Section 28, the British law that forbids the “promo-

tion” of homosexuality, has struck again, according to Pacific Grove Library also welcomed the newspaper
the International Lesbian Information Service (ILIS). In | pack Hartnell College again agreed to allow distribu-
September, the national Dutch lesbian and gay rights | tjon of the paperand the Salinas Bookstore telephoned

group (the COC) devoted a special issueof their monthly | Afatrix and asked that the newspaper begin using the
magazine SEK to lesbian sexuality. A Dutch lesbian sent bookstore as a distribution point. e)

a copy, together with other materials, to a friend in
Scotland. British Customs agents removed the magazine
and sent a letter with the rest of the material saying that
they had removed SEK because it was “immoral.” The
letter also stated that spreading such “immoral” litera-
ture was illegal, and people caught doing it could be
subject to a fine or prison sentence. The Dutch woman The International Lesbian Information Service,

contacted the CAdH, an anti-discrimination group for | founded in 1979, will hold its international conference
lesbians and gays, which contacted the British group | June 19-23 at the Lake Front Camp in Pennsylvania. The
Stonewall. Stonewall has put the situation before a law- $200 conference fee includes all conference papers, veg-
yer and would like to hear about similar cases. Contact etarian meals and accommodations. The East Coast
Stonewall, 2 Greyplace, Westminster, London SWIP | [esbians’ Festival (ECLF) is hosting the event. Partici-
1SB, Britain; or CAdH, Postbus 3534,1001 AH Amster- pants must register by April 15. Inside the US, send
dam, the Netherlands. ©) payment, payable to Particular Productions, to ECLE,
132 Montague Street, Box 274, Brooklyn, NY 11201; phone
718-643-3284. Outside the US, send a banker’s check or
international money order, payable to ILIS, to ILIS, c/o
COC, Rozenstraat 8, 1016 NX Amsterdam, the Nether-
lands; phone +31 20 23459 or 231192. Lesbian translators
interested in doing work exchange should contact the

. ECLE. The conference especially needs translators for
Last fall the director of the Steinbeck Library in | Spanish or German into English and vice versa. Groups
Salinas California ordered that Matrix, the Santa Cruz interested in supporting ILIS should send the information
women’s news magazine, cease distributing at the | about their work, makea donation or take out a subscrip-
library. The Matrix crew suspected that the sudden | tion to the quarterly ILIS Newsletter; $60 for groups and
restriction had something significant to do with the | $15 for individuals. Donations may be sent by interna-
fact that the words “Lesbian Sex” had graced the tional money order, payable to ILIS, or by giro, account
headlines of the lead article of the November issue. number 4270860, to the Postbank, Amsterdam. @)
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Are You
Girls travel-

ing ’
T

Adventures in Lesbianic logic

A selected collection of
Marilyn Murphy's famous
column, Lesbianic Logic which
appeared in the Lesbian News
for nearly a decade since 1982!

Marilyn Murphy will be signing
copies at ABA booth 1153

Publication date: May 1991

ISBN: 1-878533-02-9
(perfect bound, 200 p., $10.95)
Available to the trade

from Bookpeople, Inland,
and Bookslinger

Clothespin Fever Press
5529 N. Figueroa,
Los Angeles, CA 90042

Ten titles have been shortlisted for ABA’s new
ABBY Awards. The awards are designed to honor the
books that booksellers have most enjoyed hand-sellirig
during the past year.

Interestingly enough, one of the books was pub-
lished by a feminist press (Papier-Mache) and at
least seven of the books are titles that sell strongly
in feminist bookstores — and presumably in gen-
eral bookstores as well. I'm very intrigued that,
while some general booksellers claim to be selling
fewer “feminist” books or say “feminist” books
aren’t selling as strongly as they used to, the publish-
ers of the books — both feminist publishers and
mainstream publishers such as HarperCollins and
Harper San Francisco — consistently report higher
and higher sales figures for their classic feminist
titles. Perhaps this is simply an indication that
books that used to be defined as “feminist” have
been successfully mainstreamed on the shelves of
general bookstores?

The ABBY nominees include: When I Am an Old
Woman 1 Shall Wear Purple by Sandra K. Martz (Papier
Mache Press); Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop
Cafe by Fannie Flagg (cloth, Random House; paper,
McGraw-Hill); Road from Coorain by Jill K. Conway
(written with an explicitly feminist intent) (cloth,
Knopf; paper, Vintage); Animal Dreams and The Bean
Tree both by Barbara Kingsolver (both published by
HarperCollins); The Education of Little Tree by Forrest
Carter (University of New Mexico Press); Cold Sassy
Tree by Olive A. Burns (cloth, Ticknor & Fields; paper,
Dell); The Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher (cloth,
St. Martin’s; paper, Dell); Remains of the Day by Kazuo
Ishiguro (cloth, Knopf; paper Vintage); and The Civil
War: An Illustrated History by Geoffrey Ward with Ric
and Ken Burns (Knopf). Seven books by women, only
two by people of color.

ABA members will vote for one of the nominated
books on a ballot in the ABA Newswire in March. The
author of the winning book will receive a $5000 cash

The Best in Lesbian literature award. Four honor books will also be chosen. The
awards will be presented at ABA. -CS O
March/April 1991 10 Volume 13 Number 6

This content downloaded from
70.126.145.227 on Sat, 19 Mar 2022 17:44:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms
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Finalists for the 1991 Gay/Lesbian Book Award
have been announced by the Gay and Lesbian Task
Force of the American Library Association. Theaward
will be presented at the ALA conference in Atlanta in
July, 1991.

The finalists for this year’s Fiction Award are:

Crime Against Nature, Minnie Bruce Pratt, Firebrand.

A Home at the End of the World, Michael Cunning-
ham, Farrar, Straus & Giroux.

Landscape: Memory, Matthew Stadler, Charles
Scribner’s Sons.

Music I Never Dreamed Of, John Gilgun, Amethyst
Press.

Out of Time, Paula Martinac, Seal Press.

A Place I've Never Been, David Leavitt, Viking.

-

v

/)
1

Nonfiction finalists are:

Coming Out Under Fire: The History of Gay Men
and Women in World War Two, Allan Bérubé,
Free Press.

Encyclopedia of Homosexuality, ed. Wayne Dynes,
Garland.

Gay and Lesbian Library Service, Cal Gough & Ellen
Greenblatt, McFarland & Co.

My Country, My Right to Serve: Experiences of Gay
Men and Women in the Military, World War II
to the Present, Mary Ann Humphrey, Harper-
Collins.

Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual
Tradition in China, Bret Hinsch, University of
California Press.

The Safe Sea of Women: Lesbian Fiction 1969-1989,
Bonnie Zimmerman, Beacon Press.

The Trouble with Harry Hay: Founder of the Mod-
ern Gay Movement, Stuart Timmons, Alyson
Publications.

Understanding Sexual Identity: A Book for Gay
Teens and Their Friends, Janice E. Rench, Lerner

Publications.

The ALA Gay/Lesbian Book Award is given an-
nually for books of exceptional merit relating to the
gay/lesbian experience.

Winners were announced just as we went to press. The
award in the fiction category goes to Crime Against Na-
ture. The award for nonfiction will go to Encyclopedia of
Homosexuality. ©

Nino Ricci, the only man nominated in the fic-
tion category for the 1990 Governor General’s Liter-
ary Awards, bested Sky Lee, Alice Munro, Leslie
Hall Pinder and Diane Schoemperlen to win that
country’s most prestigious literary award. Ricci
wrote Lives of the Saints. According to the Canada
Council, women were nominated and won in the
following categories:

Poetry: Winner — Margaret Avison for No Time,
Lancelot Press, 0-88999-428-5; also nominated —
Dionne Brand for No Language is Neutral, Coach
House Press, 0-88910-395-X, distributed in the US
by Inland.

Drama: Winner — Ann-Marie MacDonald for
Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet), Coach
House Press, 0-88910-412-3, distributed in the US
by Inland; also nominated — Audrey Butler for
Black Friday? from Radical Perversions: Two Dyke
Plays, Women’s Press/Canada, 0-88961-156-4, dis-
tributed by University of Toronto Press and In-
land.

Translation: Winner — Jane Brierley for Yellow-
Wolf And Other Tales of the Saint Lawrence, Véhicule
Press, 1-55065-002-5, distributed by University of To-
ronto Press and Bookslinger; also nominated — Patri-
cia Claxton for Letters to Bernadette, Lester & Orpen
Dennys, 0-88619-265-X pb, -247-1 cl, distributed by
University of Toronto Press; Sheila Fischman for
Benito, Lester & Orpen Dennys, 0-88619-259-5, dis-
tributed by University of Toronto Press; Susan Usher
for Community Care and Participatory Research, Nu-
Age Editions, 0-921833-24-5. -AM O
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Urvashi Butalia (Kali for Women) is circulating a
proposal for a panel on Women in Third World Pub-
lishing for inclusion in the International Publishers’
Association (IPA) Congress to be held in New Delhi in
1992. The proposal is being circulated internationally
to women in publishing so that a wide group may
contribute suggestions for specific issues for the ses-
sion or thoughts about the importance or suitability of
such a panel. Kali for Women and Women In Publish-
ing (UXK.)’s International Committee plan to collect
the written responses and jointly forward them to the
IPA Secretariat for consideration by the organizers of
the IPA Congress. Apparently this is the first time such
a panel has been organized for the IPA.

\

[y’

“It is becoming increasingly clear today that pub-
lishing, traditionally seen as a ‘gentleman’s profession’
can no longer be called so. More and more women are
visible in the profession — both in terms of personnel
and as the subject matter of books. Today, women’s
publishing (including women'’s studies) is seen to be
among the foremost growth areas in publishing....

“Similarly, and particularly in Third World coun-
tries, a decade ago there were hardly any women in
publishing. Today, more and more women are enter-
ing the profession: as editors, designers, production
persons, marketing expertsand so on. And yet.... there
are still very few women in positions at the top.....

“What has happened to bring about this prolifer-
ation of women'’s books in our countries? What are the
external conditions — i.e., the creation of University
courses, the introduction of women'’s studies in curric-
ula, the availability of funds — that have given rise to
this? Is it possible to say that the more visible presence
of women in publishing has had some impact on the
kinds of books that are being produced? Given that this
publishing is born of a widespread political movement

all over the world, it has both a special reach across
barriers of cultures and nations, and special problems
in that it is often not taken seriously enough. And yet,
here for the first time is a real challenge to accepted
notions of knowledge....questioning the very making
of canons (and) why certain works get canonized and
others don't.... Why are certain literatures seen as light-
weight and others not? ....Equally, it deserves to be
taken seriously because women'’s publishing has man-
aged, by drawing on an international women’s move-
ment, to span international barriers and boundaries
and reach out to readers across the world."

“In India, women'’s books have created a space for
the individual reader in a market that has traditionally
been mainly a library market. Has such publishing
taken different routes in different parts of the world?

Re: Women who work in the publishing profes-
sion. “Does the fact that there are many more women
in publishing mean that, as a career option, publishing
is no longer such an attractive proposition for men? Is
it this that has opened up a space for women? ...In
India, where many (publishing houses) are family
owned businesses, there seems to be less and less room
at the top for men. Has this led them to move else-

gradually being ‘feminized’?.... Why has publishing, in
spite of becoming a “‘women heavy’ profession at the
middle levels, still remained ‘men heavy” at the top?

“In our countries it is important to consider the
specific context of publishing. Have women played
similar or different roles in private and public sector
publishing. In India, the National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training, the apex government
body for producing school textbooks has, for some
time now, had a small cell within it whose brief is to
monitor textbooks for gender biases. This cell is run
almost entirely by women. How effective has it been
in its work? What role do women play in education
ministries in different Third World countries? In effect
we are asking whether the entry of women into the
field of cultural production in the third world has
made any difference at all.”

Please send comments to Women In Publishing
International ¢/o Anita D. McClellan, 50 Stearns St.,
Cambridge MA 02138. Anita will acknowledge each
response and send it on to WiP/U.K. for forwarding
to the IPA. For a complete copy of the current pro-
posal, send a SASE to Anita at the above address. O
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Negro Faggotry is in fashion.
SNAP! BROTHER

TO
BROTHER

Turn on your television and camp
queens greet you in living color.

SNAP!

Madonna commodified it into a
commercial hit. Mapplethorpe
photographed it and art galleries
drew fire and record crowds in :

: ot Vew Waillmar by Blook Gy 1oy,
displaying it. " D@::‘ZSM%{ -

CONCEIVED BY JOSEPH BEAM

Negro faggotry is the rage! Black Gay men are not.*

*From “Black Macho Revisited — Reflections of a SNAP! Queen” by Marlon Riggs, in Brother to Brother.

Coming June 1:
Gay black activist, performance artist, and poet
Essex Hemphill continues the work of the late Joseph
Brother to Brother: Beam with this powerful new anthology of fiction,
New Writings by Black Gay Men  essays, and poems. Assotto Saint, Craig G. Harris,
Coi:g?v‘igisji’; ;:'gg:rl' Melvin Dixon, Marlon Riggs, and many newer
Trade paperback, $8.95, 275 pages  WTiters explore what it means to be black and gay

ISBN 1-55583-146-X in modern America.

NOW TAKING ADVANCE ORDERS FOR MAY SHIPMENT

To order: Place orders directly through the address below, by calling 1-800-8-ALYSON or FAX the order to us at 617-542-9189.
New accounts should prepay two-thirds the amount of their first order. All Alyson titles are available from Inland and Bookpeople.
Selected Alyson titles are available from Ingram and Golden-Lee.

ALYSON PUBLICATIONS ¢ 40 PLYMPTON STREET *« BOSTON, MA 02118
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We're pleased to announce that. . .

The Women’s Press, Ltd. (UK)
Second Story Books
Banned Books
Curbstone Press
Steeleworks Calendars
Luna Press
Susan Riecken
Africa World Press
Red Sea Press
Earthscan Publications
to name but a few . ..

are now distributed in the U.S.A. by InBook,
the distribution division of Inland Book Company.

Sales representatives will call upon your store, or you may contact InBook directly.

P.O. Box 120470, East Haven, CT 06512 800-253-3605
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Collected by Carol Seajay

A number of bookstores have called or written
about the Knopf/Vintage boycott. See the accom-
panying sidebar for a copy of one store’s letters to
Sonny Mehta, Alberto Vitali, and Si Newhouse.

Vivian Scheinmann at Pandora Book Peddlers
(NJ) is drafting a form letter/flier that booksellers can
turn in at the Random House booth at ABA as a way
to bring the boycott to ABA. She’ll bring it to the
Feminist Bookstore Day meeting.

Good news travels fast: A number of book-
sellers are reporting unexpectedly high growth or
profit rates in the first quarter of 1991. Thirty-first
Street reported a really good holiday season. Sales
were 15% over projections and have grown by 233%
since the new cooperative took over the store three
years ago. They’ve been studying the stock to in-
ventory balance and noted that sales were up 23%
over last year, with only a 16% increase in stock.
Way to go!

A Room of One’s Own achieved their now-
standard 7% growth this winter, but showed an unex-
pected $12,000 increase in profit — due in part to the
savings from free-freight programs and in part to
learning to keep the inventory on specific titles as low
as possible without losing sales. Another bookstore
reported a slight decrease in sales ($5,000 over the
year) achieved while reducing inventory by 25% and
increasing their turn to 4.5 while clearing out a back-
log of overdue bills.

Pokey Anderson at Inklings writes, “Sales are up
30% so far in 1991. I don’t expect it to hold up but I'll
take it for now!” This leap in sales may be due, in part,
to the fact that last year, starting the day after Christ-
mas, the street in front of the store was torn up for
months for road work. Inklings” other very exciting
news is that the city had decided to build its elevated
rail system nearby but not on the street that runs in
front of the store — which would have caused many

more months of construction and resulting interrup-
tions in sales.

Amazon Bookstore is also reporting soaring sales
since Ruby’s Cafe, a woman-owned -breakfast and
lunch place, opened on their block. “It’s a big lesbian
hang-out — It's the new place to go in town. On
weekends their trade brings in lots of people. Sunday
sales have doubled. When the neighborhood restau-
rant vacated we considered opening a cafe ourselves
but it was more than we could take on. The women at
Ruby’s had another cafe that they closed a couple
years ago, so they really know what they’re doing and
the community is really happy to have them back.”

Amazon installed Wordstock’s computerized in-
ventory program this winter. They’re very happy with
it and think that part of the rise in sales may be due to
getting books into the store more quickly. They did
have one problem with the new system, though. The
first week they had it up and running the woman
working on the front desk ran outside to put money
in her parking meter. She came back in, stamped the
snow off her shoes, and a small bit of snow landed in
the surge protector creating a short that blew out the
whole motherboard. Wordstock is a hardware/
software deal and they guarantee their hardware.
They had a new motherboard and a technician to
install it the next day and had the system up and
running again immediately. Whew!

The Alaska Women’s Bookstore has been devel-
oping an inventory management program on a
Macusing FilemakerPro with the help of a local
woman who’s an expert with the program. They’ve
had the computer for about a year and would like to
hear from other booksellers doing inventory control
on Macs.
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The Reader’s Feast
529 Farmington Avenue
Hartford CT 06105
Sonny Mehta
Random House
201 E. 50th St.
" New York, NY 10022

Dear Mr. Mehta,

I am the book buyer and co-manager for
Reader’s Feast, a feminist—progressive book-
store in Hartford, Connecticut. I am writing to
tell you that we are canceling our Vintage and
Knopf spring orders to protest your decision to
publish Bret Easton Ellis’ novel, American
Psycho. We are joining other bookstores in this
nationwide boycott called by the Los Angeles
chapter of NOW. We are appalled that you
would choose to publish a work that eroticizes
brutality against women, children and ani-
mals, and we applaud Simon and Schuster’s
decision to drop this book. Violence against
women is encouraged and condoned by writ-
ing as graphically sadistic as this. You have
published many fine feminist and progressive
titles, so it is particularly distressing that you
would publish such a misogynist work.

Iam sorry that our sales reps, Don Brock and
Bob Brown, will be impacted by our decision and
want to make it clear that we are protesting your
editorial policy, not our reps. We will continue
this boycott until this title is dropped from your
list or until the end of 1991. We will continue to
carry selected feminist titles from these lists.

It is important that you understand that this
is an act of censure, not censorship. We do not
have the power to censor (prohibit circulation of)
this book; we do have the right and conviction to
refuse to circulate it ourselves and to censure you
for publishing it. We hope that you will recon-
sider carrying this title.

Sincerely,

Tollie Miller, Co-Manager

cc: Alberto Vitali

The word from New Words Collective is that they’re
all coming to Feminist Bookstores Day and are leaving
the part-timers in charge. New Words recently closed for
two days of “renovations” — new shelving, a complete
paint job, and a new carpet. “Wonderful volunteers
helped us to pack up the books on Sunday night. Mon-
day morning the movers came with a truck and took all
the books away. Monday the entire store was painted.
Tuesday the new rug was laid and the new shelving was
installed. Wednesday the books came back. Volunteers
helped to reshelve them and the books were unpacked
by 10 pm. The point of it all was to incorporate new
bookshelves to allow wheelchairs to move about the
store. The results are a brighter, more spacious-looking
store. It looks great. The customers love it. We are all
exhilarated and very pleased with our new look.”

Herland Sister Resources in Oklahoma City sent
an outline of their new three-year plan. Highlights call
for renovating their building (painting inside and out-
side, improving handicap accessibility, a complete
kitchen and new roof); expanding the stock in the
bookstore and expanding hours of operation for the
bookstore/resource center, cataloging the library and
adding periodicals and books; holding two retreats
each year, three additional women’s music concerts
each year, six coffeehouses with music or poetry each
year, and conducting monthly discussion groups;
publishing 12 issues of the newsletter annually with a
focus for each issue, increasing circulation, starting to use
recycled paper; and raising $24,300 for 1991 operating
expenses, and raising $35,000 to pay off the building
mortgage by January 1, 1993. These sound like a tall
order — except that it's typical of what the bookstore/ re-
source center in Oklahoma does every year.

Even as I'm sitting in my quiet office writing this
column, the women of Southern Wild Sisters (Gulf-
port MS) and friends are setting up for their Third
Annual Gulf Coast Women's Festival. It features mu-
sicians (including a band called “Curious Wine”), au-
thors, a Passover Seder, thirty-some workshops,
campfires, dancing and crafts, and generally brings
women’s music and culture to the deep South. I am
continually amazed at their energy!

Everybody’s giving awards these days. I'm think-

i Newshouse ing we need a LAMMY Award (or a set of them) for
Joclyn McClurg ~ Hartford Courant bookstore newsletters. (We are talking serious contribu-
Carol Seajay, FBN o tions to feminist, gay and lesbian literature here!) Dreams
and Swords (Indianapolis) has shifted from doing a
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In the early hours of the morning on Mon-
day, January 14, had there been anyone around
they would have heard the tinkling sound of
breaking glass, seen the sneaking figures as they
crawled into the darkened bookstore, trampling
the newly acquired shirts stacked neatly on the
shelves.

Out of curiosity they may have stepped up to
the glass to observe as the perpetrators pushed
aside the shelves, leaving muddy footprints on sev-
eral of the shirts and a faint trail across the room to
the wall behind the record rack. There they took
down the environmental bag on the wall and filled
it with all the bookstore’s music.

The cash boxes were stolen along with the next
day’s starter money. The calculators. A video tape.
But more than that, they stole a piece of each of us.
Not just the women who work for Sisterspirit, but
from you. You were robbed. Violated by this ran-
dom act just as we were.

When I walked into the bookstore and saw the
empty music rack that I had just filled with $500
worth of new music 1 was shocked, then pissed.
When something like this happens you never feel
quite safe again.

— Break In at Sisterspirit —

Sisterspirit is meant to be a safe warm comfy
place for all of us to come and gather and get to
know each other and have a good time and spend
our money and it’s been a little bit spoiled. [ look up
when someone walks in. I am suspicious. This
makes me sad.

So, anyway, we lost about $1500 worth of mer-
chandiseand a little peace of mind, but we arealready
talking about how we can protect ourselves from the
outside world. I have to laugh when I think of these
people with a sack full of women’s music. I mean,
really, what the hell are they going to do with it?

Go figure.

So come in and spend your money. We need it
more than ever ‘cause I bought more music!!!! And
do us a favor; if you're passing by or in the neigh-
borhood swing by your old SIS and check it out. If
you see anything suspicious, call the police. And if
you're at the flea market keep your eyes open.

...Speaking of good books, you've talked and
we've listened. So check out the shelf between Fic-
tion and Mystery for Erotica (Whoa! Say what?)
Okay, it might be empty right now, but we're going
to fill it up as soon as we can, so stay tuned in (that’s
tuned in). — Clarice, Sisterspirit Newsletter O

yearly catalog to a quarterly newsletter. “Yes, we think
itis a good idea, but can we really pull it off? Sure! And
it will get better as we get more familiar with the
procedure.”

Now Voyager, a mystery and gay-and-lesbian
bookstore in Provincetown MA, writes that they took
the plunge into mailorder in December and broke
even (made enough to pay for the printing, postage,
etc.) within three months — which more than satisfied
them for the first time out. They're in a wonderful
position for mail order, having many gay and lesbian
visitors to their vacation paradise from all over the
country — many of whom still cannot get gay and /or
feminist books in their home towns. Interestingly
enough, the vast majority of their mail orders were
from women, although their store customers and
mailing list show about 40% men and 60% women.

Now Voyager hasn’t been open a year yet, but
when their landlords offered to knock out a back

walland add 50% more selling space, they jumped at
the offer and closed the store for five weeks of vaca-
tion-and-renovation. The new space is large enough
tohostreadingsand they’re planninga series of read-
ings in March and April to celebrate their first anni-
versary.

If bookselling, mail order, and publishing a regu-
lar newsletter isn’t enough, go into book publishing as
well! Silver Moon Books has launched their third
book, a British edition of Curious Wine. Their first two
titles are selling well and they received a wonderful
amount of support throughout the British book com-
munity for the new company.

Kelly Smith and Amy Blake, the not-yet feminist-
booksellers in Ferndale (Detroit) write, “We are still
working on opening our store. FBN has been a great
source of inspiration. We have signs on our TV and
refrigerator: ‘If they can open a Women'’s Bookstore in
Bangladesh, we can open one in Ferndale!"” O
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¢, Spring Titles

What Can She Know?

Feminist Theory and the
Construction of Knowledge

By LORRAINE CODE. “A far-reaching contribution
to feminist epistemology that ranks with the very
best work in the field.”—Hilary Kornblith, Univer-
sity of Vermont. $42.50 cloth, $14.95 paper. June

Bonds of Community

The Lives of Farm Women in
Nineteenth-Century New York

By NANCY GREY OSTERUD. “With great
sensitivity, [Osterud] explores the relationships
between public and private, men and women, agency
and domination, parents and children, kinship and
community.”—Daniel Horowitz, Smith College. 20
b&w illus. $42.50 cloth, $14.95 paper. May

Refiguring Woman
Perspectives on Gender and

the Italian Renaissance

Edited by MARILYN MIGIEL and JULIANA
SCHIESARI. Refiguring Woman brings together
eleven new essays that investigate the relationship
between gender and the Renaissance canon. 35 b&w
illus. $36.95 cloth, $12.95 paper. May

Women in Modern Drama

Freud, Feminism, and European
Theater at the Turn of the Century

By GAIL FINNEY. New in Paper! “[An] innovative,
informed feminist rereading of nine significant turn-
of-the-century dramatic presentations of women.”
—Choice. 6 b&w illus. $8.95. March

3¢, Cornell

University Press
124 Roberts Place, Ithaca, NY 14850

Whose Science?
Whose Knowledge?

Thinking from Women’s Lives

By SANDRA HARDING. “This book expands and
refines Harding’s earlier arguments concerning gender,
and breaks new ground in its consideration of race
and science. It is must reading.”

—Anne Fausto-Sterling, author of Myths of Gender.
$34.50 cloth, $12.95 paper. May

Autobiographical Voices

Race, Gender, Self-Portraiture

By FRANCOISE LIONNET. New in Paper! Lionnet
here examines the rhetoric of self-portraiture in works
by authors who are bilingual or multilingual or of
mixed races or cultures. $9.95. February

Configurations of Masculinity

A Feminist Perspective on Modern
Political Theory

By CHRISTINE DI STEFANO. Di Stefano provides
innovative readings of Hobbes, Marx, and J. S. Mill.
$29.95 cloth, $10.95 paper. June

Woman and Modernity
The (Life)styles of
Lou Andreas-Salomé

By BIDDY MARTIN. Martin examines how emerging
constructions of sexual difference and modernity are
inflected in Salomé’s work. 3 b&w illus. $33.95 cloth,
$10.95 paper. June

Katherine Mansfield and the

Origins of Modernist Fiction

By SYDNEY JANET KAPLAN. Kaplan traces the
relationship between Mansfield’s contribution to
modernist fiction and her struggles as a woman writer
during the era of modernist experimentation. $29.95
cloth, $12.95 paper. April
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Paradigm Women'’s Bookstore in San Diego had
been open about a week when the 51-year-old woman
walked in the door. Owner Karen Merry greeted her
and, after chatting, discovered that the woman had
divorced recently and was just coming out.

“Is it too late?” the woman asked tremulously.

Karen responded, “No, it’s never too late. You've
come to the right place!” And then she reached out
and gave the woman a big hug. The woman burst into
tears of relief.

“That’s why we exist,” says Karen, who opened
Paradigm this February. “We all were starving here.
It’s a community starving for lesbian culture and a
place to have it.”

Moments like this sustain Karen as she struggles
through the seven-day weeks and back-breaking
work that have brought San Diego its first women'’s
bookstore in 10 years. Paradigm, Karen hopes, will
take up where The Women'’s Store and Charmed Cir-
cle Feminist Books, both fatalities of the late ‘70s and
early ‘80s, left off. “I have this tremendous need for
lesbian culture to survive and thrive,” Karen says.
“Our culture was slipping away. A lot of the young
dykes here didn’t even know who Alix Dobkin was.”

The Alix Dobkin barometer is an apt one for a
woman who got her start in business as a music dis-
tributor. A long-time women’s music groupie, Karen
bought Paradigm Distribution from Betsy York in the
summer of 1983 — and stepped into a historically
contentious position. Despite the problems plaguing
the industry, she gradually carved out a territory that
now includes the Southwest and Rocky Mountain
states and hung on though hard times to acquire new
customers, including Mary Morrell and Annie Fox of
Full Circle books in Albuquerque, NM.

By Ann Morse

WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE

For years Karen ran the distribution business out
of two rooms in the house she shares with her lover,
Judy, and their nine-year- old son Ian. When the oper-
ation engulfed a third room she built a two-story
garage to hold the operation. Then — out of the blue,
Karen says — the neighbors complained that she was
running a business ina residential area. The zoning
department closed her office and Karen lost $30,000 in
borrowed money:.

20

Water o . .
e ’// MM/

But she didn’t let that stop her. In January 1990,
after raising funds by refinancing her house and ob-
taining a home equity line of credit, which she poured
back into the business, she moved the operation into
a 900-square-foot, $500-a-month office in downtown
San Diego. Although she devoted most of her time to
the distribution business, it was here that she got her
start in the retail business by selling a few tapes to
walk-in customers.

The birth of the book side of Paradigm, accord-
ing to Karen, goes something like this. Around the
same time Karen moved her office/warehouse
downtown, Mary and Annie made a trip to Phoenix
to sell books at a conference. There, some women
from San Diego approached Full Circle’s table and
said they wished there was a women’s bookstore in
their city.

Mary and Annie said, “You have a bookstore
there.”
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“Oh, we do? Who?”

“Paradigm!”

The two then rushed home and called Karen.
“You've got to start a bookstore,” they said.

“I said alright...but you can’t ever leave me.”

With long-distance help, Karen selected her first
books in April 1990.

Traffic was slow — a fact Karen attributes in-
part to the store’s out-of-the-way location in a crime-
ridden, marginal warehouse district. “We didn't
move there to be a women’s bookstore, but to be a
wholesaler. It was totally out of the way for women
to go.” Despite ever increasing security, Paradigm
suffered six break-ins during the next year. Karen
installed a buzzer on the front door, no one worked
alone, everyone left before 4:30 p.m. and one em-
ployee came to work with her Rottwieler. “It wasn't
real conducive to women customers,” she says.
When a staff member witnessed a woman being
mugged across the street (she chased the guy and
retrieved the purse), Karen decided it was time to
move. “I said fuck this...We have to get out of here
before someone’s hurt!”

Karen Merry at Paradigm

A few days later, after Karen had appealed to her
newsletter readers for help finding a new location, she
spotted “For Lease” signs in the window of a shop
about a mile from her house. It was an area she had
scouted out before, but rejected because of high rents.
Luckily, she decided to take another look and discov-
ered that it had become more of a renter’s market than
it was a year ago. Within four days she had signed a
lease for a 1,470-square- foot space (not including a
patio!) for $1,200 a month.

Paradigm got off to a rollicking start February 9
this year with a bookstore appearance by — who else
— Alix Dobkin. The store did about $2,000 business
that weekend, far surpassing downtown'’s $20- or $50-
a-day totals. Book sales have since leveled off to a
couple hundred a day “without trying,” Karen says,
while putting in such hard work that she’s had to pay
regular visits to a chiropractor. Retail music sales have
tripled.

Karen estimates that about 600 books, worth
about $3,000 wholesale, line the shelves. She displays
her entire wholesale music inventory of 2,000 titles,
worth about $50,000 to $60,000.

Karen raves about Paradigm’s new location in the
heart of Normal Heights (!!), an area with a large, and
supportive, lesbian community. “About half of my
mailing list lives here,” she says. Nearby are res-
taurants, a health food store, a shoe repair shop, phar-
macy, New Age gift shop, photo store and post office.
In addition, about 10 other bookstores operate in a
three to four block area, earning the district the name
“Normal Heights Book Row.”

It all adds up to many more customers —
lesbians as well as straight people and people with
kids — than visited her downtown store. “Traffic
picked up much more. There’s a lot of people who
walk the street. They come specifically up here. They
park their cars and they walk up and down the street
going to all the bookstores because it’s bookstore
row.” Other booksellers immediately included Para-
digm on a bookstore row bookmark and brochure,
which they all distribute to customers. “We fit in as
one more specialty bookstore,” Karen says. “They
understand that when a new business comes in and
it’s a reputable business it’s going to bring more
business for all of them.” When neighborhood book-
sellers ask her to describe the store, she tells them
“we sell predominantly lesbian and feminist books
and other books of interest to women. We will spe-
cial order for anyone and we have lots of alternative
music.”

On Full Circle’s advice, Karen got started by
ordering from Bookpeople and Naiad. She recently
expanded her distributor-base to include Inland and
Gordon’s.

Lesbian fiction moves especially well, and Para-
digm also “does a pretty good business” with books
on spirituality.
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Other sections in the store include feminist books,
health, recovery, women of color, humor, coming out,
poetry, journals and children’s books. There’s also a
“sex shelf” — “I know there’s a lot of controversy and
things, but I just decided that I would carry what I
want to carry and make things available to people and
they can be their own censor,” Karen says.

Music plays a crucial part in the store. In addition
to separate displays, Karen frequently intersperses
tapes with books and creates bargain bins. Retail
music sales are a financial plus for the store because
Karen, as a music wholesaler, makes a bigger profit off
tapes than books. These sales are especially important
now as the wholesale business has been hit hard by
recession. Although Karen distributes to about 200
outlets, they’re “dropping like flies.” Years ago she
expanded her music stock to include New Age, inter-
national, children’s, folk and Native American music,
all of which she distributes anywhere she can.
Women’s music, however, she sells only in her pre-
scribed territory. Despite all of this, Karen sees the
music and book sides of the store working in tandem,
drawing in customers and keeping the store afloat. “I
don’t think there’s anyway I could survive one with-
out the other,” she says.

In addition to the books and tapes, and in the true
spirit of a women’s store, fliers are everywhere. “I'm very
nostalgic for the 70s. The store kind of represents what
[ think it should look like—a homey, comfy, safe place.”

Karen spends seven days a week holding the
business together — and she’s very upfront about the
fact that it’s her business. “I have to be very clear that
I will be as sensitive as I can to the community needs
for this bookstore to live and to be there for them but
that it’s really my business and that I reserve the right
to make decisions that are in my best interest as a
business person.”

She earnsa lot of customer support for her stance.
“It'salmost like a lot of them have learned through the
"70s and “80s that things that are collective don’t nec-
essarily survive and although that would be ideal,
nobody seems to be wanting to take it away from me
as a business.”

Karen’s also very quick to thank all those people
who have lent a hand; from the crew of women who
arrived with pick-up trucks and helped move the
store to a terrific landlord who carpeted the entire
store and office, built walls and installed a skylight.

She’s especially grateful to Mary and Annie —
whom she calls about five times a day — for their
advice on everything from distributors and shelving
to thank-you parties for volunteers.

“With the music business I didn’t have a mentor.
Mary and Annie have definitely been mentors,” she
says. So far, Karen’s found much more ongoing sup-
port between feminist booksellers than she ever did
between music distributors.

PARADIN —
0

She also sings the praises of Karen Mateer and
Nancy Alexander at Page One, Adelle Wallace at Sis-
terhood, Kasha Songer at Bookgarden, East Coast
music distributor Terry Grant and all the booksellers
who share ideas in the pages of FBN.

Day-to-day assistance comes from the Paradigm
staff, which consists of Peggy Smith, the full-time
bookkeeper; Theda Hennessey, who runs the ware-
house; Theda’s daughter, Keri; and about 8 volunteers
who help keep the store open from 11 to 4 on week-
ends and 8 to 6 weekdays.

Supporters also have helped filled store’s the fi-
nancial fissures. To help pay for the move, Karen
started a limited membership-drive. For a $10 dona-
tion, customers receive a free button, tape or poster; a
$25 donation entitles them to 10% off all purchases for
six months; $45 equals 10% off for a year and $100 or
more earns 10% off for the life of Paradigm. She raised
some $1,900 in three weeks this way.

These days Karen invests time working hard to
develop a deeper understanding of the mathematics
of running a bookstore. She’s slowly building a calen-
dar of events, always looking for booksellers with
good ideas to share — and holding fast to Mary’s
prediction:

When a woman visiting Full Circle complained
that Paradigm’s stock was too small, Karen says that
Mary offered these words of wisdom — “Water them,
they’ll grow.”

If you're ever in San Diego, stop by Paradigm at 3343
Adams Ave., San Diego, CA 92116; or phone 619-563-
1981. Karen would like to hear from authors interested in
appearing at the store. O
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Two Women Revisited: The Poetry of Jeannette Foster and Valerie Taylor

Back in 1976, a small volume of poetry from Jeannette Foster and Valerie Taylor made its appearance.
Rather than allow these precious images from two of the lesbian community’s best known authors disappear,
this revised and expanded volume is being published. Not only is the original poetry here, we've added more
work from each author and put it together with photographs of both women. Postponed from 1990.

March, Women'’s Studies, ISBN 0-934411-29-8, 144 pages, Paperback, $7.95

Sudden Summer, by Gilda Harrington

The story of Rosie Malone from Bigstone, “a small town three miles from nowhere,” who learns that her best
friend Dawn is a lesbian. When Rosie joins Dawn (and 4000 others) at the women’s music festival, she
discovers that she, too, is gay! Bewitched by Calypso, a strangely sensuous singer, she begins to wonder if
she can ever make it home again. And with whom.

April, Women'’s Studies, ISBN 0-934411-39-5, 144 pages, Paperback, $8.95

Blood Lavender, by Antoinette Azolakov

Psychotheraplst -detective T.D. Renfro probes motives and relationships — including those of her own lover
- for clues to the mind of a murderer. Set in the forests of East Texas, Blood Lavender explores the fears,

conflicts, and frustrations of lesbian and gay relationships and the very real dangers of hunting a killer. At the

same time, the book is a joyful celebration of the warmth and caring, the passion, and the laughter that make

its characters endearing and real. The first T.D. Renfro book, The Contactees Die Young was nominated for a

Lammy Award. May, Women's Studies, ISBN 0-934411-40-9, 160 pages, Paperback, $8.95

We Oughta Be In Pictures, by Julia Willis

Coming soon to a bookstore near you! It's Colossal! It's stupendous! So real you can’t believe your eyes! For
the first time — lesbians — on the BIG SCREEN - like you've never seen them before! Women together in a
world of their own - they eat, they sleep, they fall in love - just the way other people do — only much funnier!
Yes, these two comic-erotic screenplays will astound you with their frank portrayal of nights in P-Town and
alien amazons - and the best part of all: the straight people get all the tiny walk-ons for a change! We Oughta
Be In Pictures! — and now we are! Also appearing in the same volume: A two-reel preface that looks at why
lesbians haven't been in pictures and how we might rectify this abysmal situation in the future! A funny new
book from the author of Who Wears the Tux?

June, Women'’s Studies, ISBN 0-934411-42-5, 200 pages, Paperback, $9.95

Riding Desire, edited by Tee Corinne

New collection of erotic lesbian short fiction. Twenty-five women contribute to this anthology. Some of those
included are: Maureen Brady, Julie Blackwomon, Beth Brant, Emma Joy Crone, Amanda Hyman, Midgett,
Mary Morell, Ruth Mountaingrove, Christina Springer, Chea Villanueva, zana, Carolyn Gage, Mona Oikawa,
and Tee Corinne. This edition is similar in format to Intricate Passions, Corinne’s last anthology which won a
Lambda Literary Award for Lesbian Anthology.

June, Women'’s Studies, ISBN 0-934411-44-1, 160 pages, Paperback, $8.95

Wisewomen & Boggy-boos: A Dictionary of Lesbian Fairy Lore,

by Jessica Amanda Salmonson and Jules Remedios Faye

As the title implies, the book is a dictionary of lesbian fairy lore, presented in dictionary form. From Abula to
Zoe, this enchanting book includes definitions, stories, and poetry about the many figures appearing in
lesbian lore. July, Women'’s Studies, ISBN 0-934411-43-3, 120 pages, Paperback, $8.95

Our books are distributed to the trade by InBook Distribution, East Haven, CT.
Distributors include Inland Book Company, Bookpeople, the distributors, and Baker & Taylor
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The War Against Women Continues at Home

Resisting Violence

By Nett Hart

You may wonder what this has to do with femi-
nist bookmaking and selling. You might not want to
read this, but it comes from the same urge that inspires
all our women-in-print work.

I have a small storefront studio from which I do
publishing and graphic design. Last Monday when
the aggravated assault/attempted robbery/
attempted rape took place there were three of us there:
me, my blood sister, and a former lover. The gunman
herded us with the gun barrel to a narrow aisle, had
us crouch, and insisted we keep our heads down, a
demand with which we were not able to comply as we
had to be warned repeatedly. We had no money
among us and told him so. When he attempted to
remove my friend’s pants, I pushed him down with a
full body block and was knocked out by a blow to the
head with the gun handle. I came to consciousness
with the barrel to the gun between my legs. When he
attempted to rape my friend with the gun to my
forehead, we all three stood up at one time even
though we couldn’t see one another’s faces or give a
signal. He fled. ‘

This story could have had a different ending.
There were several minutes any or all of us might not
have survived. Our resistance was no guarantee. But
we each moved in that instance because whether he
killed us or not he was not going to violate our sense
of self.

My friends tell me I'm lucky. It doesn’t feel that
way to me. My friend is told that she resisted because
she was never sexually assaulted as a child and so has
boundaries. My sister’s friends tell her she was in the
wrong place at the wrong time but she reminds them
it is perfectly right for her to visit her sister at work —
that the gunman was in the wrong place with the
wrong attitude. Can we get real here?

Resistance has everything to do with feminism.
Through feminism each of us had learned self-respect
as women, an analysis of violence against women,
and stories and strategies of resistance. But even more
than that we learned the absolute unacceptability of
the violence he was attempting. There was no ques-
tion that we would resist, whatever the “risks.” We
knew that about one another and we were able to act
even though our actions may have seemed to put the
others at more risk. This is, of course, illusion. Violence
and the threat of violence were already factors. We
would not be any safer resisting or complying, but we
would be more victimized if fear ruled our response.

Cill Janeway

This is not a victory we are celebrating. The war
on women goes on. It is not a calculation of whether
he would have left either way. I nurse a head injury.
We each will carry this terror in memory. There is a
spiritual quality to having said “no” to a violence that
would have killed us emotionally had we not resisted.
At some point this was more powerful than his
weapons — a gun and a willingness to harm.

Our workplaces are not safe because our world is
not safe. But what we are teaching ourselves and one
another about resistance to violence against women
diminishes the power of violence whether or not we
come through this resistance unharmed. (@]
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Taking
Care of
Business:

By Ann Morse

Call them what you will — membership pro-
grams, discount cards or affiliations — booksellers
FBN spoke with all agree that they are wonderful
ways to increase and reward customer loyalty, and
improve cash flow.

“It's a way people can support you but they get
something in return,” says Ruth Mahaney of San
Francisco’s Modern Times, which offers a 10% dis-
count to members. “You hardly miss the 10% as it goes
through the year.”

Booksellers also say that while the unique stock at
feminist bookstores draws customers, membership
discounts give them an incentive to buy their
bestsellers there as well. “It really does encourage peo-
ple to buy here,” says Sandi Torkildson of A Room of
One’s Own in Madison, WI. “It makes people feel they
are a part of the store.” In addition, memberships can
help combat competition from discounters and other
special outlets, such as university bookstores that rou-
tinely give a 10% discount to all faculty members.

While memberships traditionally have been asso-
ciated with lefty bookstores (perhaps as an outgrowth
of co-ops, Torkildson speculates), they have become
increasingly popular with feminist booksellers. And
within the past year, even chains such as
Waldenbooks have caught on and started offering
what they call “preferred customer cards.”

Programs and benefits are as varied as stores.
Stores running membership programs usually collect
fees upfront and give customers discounts in return.
This way, customers pay for part of their purchases
before receiving the books, giving the store working
capital. Most stores structure their memberships so
that they generate as much or more from the sales of
memberships as they give away in the form of dis-
counts. For instance, if a customer receives a 10%

Memberships

discount for a year in return for a $10 membership fee,
then both the customer and the store will break even
when the customer buys books totalling $100 (about
10 trade paperbacks). The store will start losing
money on members who buy more than $100 in books
a year.

MODERN TIMES BOOKSTORE
MEMBERSHIP CARD

[B/Regular member O Sustaining member

THe Lioud Sistecs

Address Al S A iso
This card entitles member(s) to 10% discount for one year at

MODERN TIMES BOOKSTORE
968 Valencia Street
San Francisco, CA 94110
(415) 282-9246

Name

The key, then, to having a financially successful
program (a great plus during this recession) is keep-
ing track of the average sale to members. A Room of
One’s Own records discount purchases on a separate
cash-register key. “You can end up losing money if
you don’t keep track of it,” Torkildson says. A Room
of One’s Own recently examined the difference be-
tween discounts given and membership fees received
and decided that the gap was too great — they raised
the membership fee a dollar. Some booksellers, how-
ever, don’t pay as much attention to those figures,
trusting that although they may lose money to big-
purchase customers, the store will make up for it with
the membership fees from more conservative spend-
ers and good customer relations. As Ann
Christophersen, of Women and Children First in Chi-
cago, says, “The incalculable part of it is you don’t
know how many people are buying here because of it
or if they're buying more because of it.” Her sense,
though, it that her store’s program works well.
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Some bookstores do not collect fees at all. Instead,
they reward customers who buy a certain amount of
stock by giving them a bonus book or credit. At Lion-
ess Books in Sacramento, CA, for example, customers
who buy $200 in books within a year receive a $20
bonus. Pandora Books for Open Minds in Kalamazoo,
MI gives customers their 13th book for free. These
stores, which keep track of the system on cards, be-
lieve that the customer loyalty generated (and hence
increased sales) more than pay for the bonuses.

s i
Lalamasmn Bucbiges

; andora Womyns Bookstore

6 W. Lovell

LUCKY THIRTEEN BOOK-CLUB
Suzie Téunﬁem{uk& i

(616) 388-5456

- NAME

ADDRESS i e

PHONE# _ue phone CLUB#
mlao|(¢lvfor|lo|eQ[[N [k

DATE|

PRICE]

Affiliation programs, such as the one at Bold Print
in Winnipeg, are yet another kind of perk. At Bold
Print, fees entitle customers to special-events mailings
and access to the store’s lending library, but not book
discounts.

An added benefit for many stores that maintain
membership programs is an updated list of
customer’s names and addresses, which they use for
everything from a check-cashing system to a network-
ing file, which might be used for looking up the name
of the town'’s lesbian attorney, for example.

Stores also use these rosters as mailing lists. Using
these lists, they may send out sales-generating notices
of events or new books. Selling or sharing these mail-
ing lists is a controversial topic — some booksellers
refuse to show their lists to anyone outside the store;
a few said they would consider it, but would want to
offer their customers a waiver option; still others, like
Modern Times, will trade or sell their list to selected
groups to solicit new memberships or raise funds. A
few stores will insert fliers into their own mailings for
a fee that goes toward postage.

Some Spanish and German bookstores offer a
program that FBN has yet to see emulated in U.S.
bookstores: Customers choose a monthly fee — say

$10, $20 or $50 a month — which they authorize their
bank to transfer to the store’s account each month,
whether they buy books or not. This guarantees the
store a regular income. In return, the customers re-
ceive a small discount on books. According to the
women of Sal de Casa in Valencia, some of their
customers participate for political reasons, others be-
cause they find it’s relatively painless to have $10 a
month transferred from their account to the store, and
they love all of a sudden to have $100 in credit at the
store, especially during December.

Stores considering membership programs might
do well to keep Torkildson’s comment in mind: “If you
decide to do it, it’s almost impossible to stop. You can
raise the price, but not stop.” Customers come to
expect these programs and don’t want to let them go.
In addition, phasing them out can be an administra-
tive nightmare.

Here's a look at some programs across the country:

— Memberships —

Modern Times

It was about 10 years ago and Modern Times was
financially floundering.

“Our cash flow was dreadful,” Ruth Mahaney
says. The store had tried a catalog, but when that
failed, they turned to a membership drive — a pro-
gram which now brings them some $10,000 a year
upfront.

For $15 a year, members receive 10% off every-
thing in the store, a monthly calendar of events and a
periodic survey of new and recommended books. The
store also offers joint memberships (two cards, same
address) for $20 and sustaining memberships for $30.
More than 700 people now carry memberships to
Modern Times. When a membership runs out, the
store sends a photocopied reminder letter. When
members renew, workers send handwritten notes —
an extremely time-consuming practice that delights
members and sparks heated debates between staff
members.

Modern Times used to hold a membership day on
which members could buy books at a 25% discount.
The store scheduled the sale in January or February,
when sales were low and they needed the money to
pay Christmas bills. The discount day also had the
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added attraction of reducing Christmas stock. They
stopped holding the sale for two reasons: They found
they were losing regular price sales because members
had started expecting the sale and were holding off
buying books until then; and also because increased
sales of text books for university courses was signifi-
cant, improving cash flow during these months.

Pandora Book Peddlers

The women at Pandora Book Peddlers assure
their customers that there’s no catch to their book club
program — but some buyers remain wary. To many,
the offer seems too good to be true.

For $14.95 a year, members of Pandora’s YOUR
(Your Opportunity for Unequaled Reading) Feminist
Book Club are entitled to 20% off most books in the
store and all books listed on Pandora’s bimonthly
book list.

“It’s been very successful,” Vivian Scheinmann
says.

Scheinmann and Pamela Sheldrick started the
book club in 1985, their second year of business, to get
cash in hand and to encourage institutions and orga-
nizations to buy from their store rather than from
publishers.

The program has worked thanks to a number of
factors. 3

Because Pandora conducts so much of its busi-
ness at a 20% discount, Scheinmann and Sheldrick
take great pains to ensure that they do a large volume
of business. They seek sales with organizations, insti-
tutions, people running workshops, and reading
clubs. In addition, they do a lot of selling at confer-
ences. There, customers they might see only once or
twice a year will buy a membership to secure the 20%
discount. In fact, most of Pandora’s 500 to 700 book
club members never set foot in the store.

In fact, many of the books also never enter the
store. When dealing with mail-order customers,

. customers pre-pay for their books. “If we wait, it ends

Scheinmann drop-ships the books. “Twenty percent
off is a lot but there’s no shelf life,” Scheinmann says.

The club also couldn’t work if every title qualified
for the discount, Scheinmann says. Although almost
all lesbian and feminist titles appear on the discount
list, Pandora doesn’t give customers 20% off the more
expensive and sometimes short-discounted univer-
sity press books.

Scheinmann cautions that before booksellers take
on a similar program they must possess very precise
knowledge about the availability of particular books; an
especially important factor these days when both book-
sellers and distributors are cutting back on the number
of books in stock. If Pandora agrees to fill a large order
but suddenly can’t get the book from the usual source,
then the store may have to take the costly step of going
to a more expensive distributor or publisher.

Because Pandora has been so successful at deliv-
ering large quantities of discounted books on time,
some customers confuse their business with a ware-
house operation. To head off misunderstandings, the
women insist that customers give them enough lead
time to get the books they want and that buyers tell
them precisely when they need the books.
Scheinmann and Sheldrick also insist that mail-order

up being, in effect, a 25% discount.”

Women and Children First

The membership program at Women and Chil-
dren First is still going strong after almost six years.
The store started “Friends of the Bookstore” for three
reasons: to provide an influx of capital following a
move, to promote customer loyalty and to provide a
deal for customers who spend more than $200 at the
store, Ann Christophersen says.

Memberships are $20 a year for individuals, $35
for couples and $40 for organizations. In return, mem-
bers receive 10% off books and music, and a bi-
monthly newsletter. To encourage women’s book
groups to buy at the store, the owners are considering
starting another level of memberships — perhaps $10
for a 10% discount on book group books. More than
250 people are “Friends” of W&CF.

The store keeps the membership list on computer
and alerts customers whose memberships are about to
expire. That list, plus a list of people who have paid $3
to receive the bi-monthly newsletter, comprise the
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store’s mailing list. Though the store does not have a
waiver on membership applications, W&CF does
make the list available to select organizations. They
never share the list for commercial purposes, and they
always require that information be sent out in enve-
lopes. The last requirement was added after an orga-
nization using the store’s mailing list sent out fliers for
aJoAnn Loulan talk without putting them in envelops
— a situation that was “awkward” for some
customers.

A Room Of One’s Own

Don'’t get fancy. That’s Sandi Torkildson’s advice
for booksellers contemplating membership programs
or discount cards.

“Keep it simple. (Don't get) complicated about it.”

A Room of One’s Own started a program in 1975,
right after the store opened, to raise cash and encour-
age and reward repeat buyers. Because of state rules
governing the use of the word membership, the store
calls this a discount card program. Customers receive
a 10% discount on books — no sidelines, no sale or
bargain books — in return for a yearly $10 fee. Though
the store sometimes loses money when students buy
university textbooks, ARO? gains often gains those
same students as loyal customers.

While a few customers have refused to join the
program because they want to support the store by
paying full price for books, about 550 people have
taken up the offer.

Although the store tracks discount purchases on a
separate register key, Torkildson says she tries to keep
bookkeeping at a minimum. The store doesn't, for
instance, send out renewal notices. Torkildson also
refuses to share the store’s mailing list with anyone. She
believes that any store that does share its lists has a
responsibility to first ask members to sign a waiver.

Opening Books
Opening Books in Huntsville, AL has a very dif-
ferent membership program fromother stores, but
then it’s a very different kind of book place.
Although it looks like a bookstore, Opening
Books is really a not-for-profit library and gift shop —

a move that owner Clere hopes will save trees while
enriching the community. Members may check out
books, tapes, magazines, videos and music, or buy the
same items and others at the gift shop.

The membership program “works out terrific,”
Clere says. The fees help keep Opening Books finan-
cially afloat and prompt members to keep returning
books.

Opening Books offers five stages of membership
as well as a youth membership, all of which may be
bought or exchanged for work or books. All members
must start with a stage one membership — it’s a
chance for the store to check out customers’ reliabil-
ity, and for customers to see if Opening Books meets
their needs.

Members at stages one and two may check out all
“white card” items; that’s about 90% of the stock. Only
stage three, four and five members may also borrow
“green card” items, which include such things as
autographed or rare books. Overdue fines are a dime
a day. The stages breakdown as follows:

* Stage One: $25 for three months. Members may
check out three items at a time.

* Stage Two: $90 a year; four items.

* Stage Three: $150 a year; five items.

* Stage Four: $500 for five years; 10% off gift shop
purchases.

* Stage Five: $4,000 for life; gift shop items at cost.

* Youth Membership: Sliding scale, according to
age, for three-month memberships; or a year for $25.
For example, a six-year-old would pay $6 for a three-
month membership.

About 300 people currently hold Opening Books’
memberships. And although no one has purchased a
life-time membership, several people have obtained
them through work and book exchanges.

— Discount Cards —

Pandora Books for Open Minds

River Artz at Pandora Books for Open Minds had
been looking for some way to reward repeat book
buyers. What she came up with is the now six-year-old
Lucky Thirteen Book Club. Buy 12 books at the store
and receive a 13th book free. The store determines the
value of the 13th book by averaging the price of the
previous 12. The store keeps track of between 400 and
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500 members by listing them on cards, which they
keep in the shop.

The store used to offer a very popular birthday
discount which entitled customers to one item at a
percentage discount equal to their age. For example,
39% off for a woman turning 39. The store discon-
tinued that perk five years ago — “I’'m not crazy about
giving discounts below wholesale,” Artz says, add-
ing, however, that she’d like to reinstate some version
of that program.

Though Artz has little trouble figuring out the
price of the 13th book, a few staffers have found the
system too tricky and time consuming. Thus, she is
thinking of converting to a simpler punch-card set up.
She’d also like to shift the card-carrying responsibility
from the store to the customer.

Lioness Books

Lioness Books started a card system about nine
years ago, when it moved into its current location.
Some of those original cards may still be found in the
store today.

To earn credit, customers must fill up a card with
200 dots. Each dot equals $1 spent in the store.
Customers who fill a card within a year receive a $20
credit toward anything in the store. Customers who
take more than a year to complete the card get $10 in
credit. About four or five people are on their 11th
cards, says worker Anne Askin.

- GST tax on books helped convince the 4 1/2-year-old
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Lioness also uses the cards, on which customers
record their drivers’ license numbers and address, as
a check-cashing system. If the store already has a
woman'’s driver’s license on file, she doesn’t need to
haul it out and the store doesn’t have to write the
number on her check each time.

The store does not, however, use the cards to do
mailings. They dropped that idea several years ago
when the number of cards made mailings too un-
wieldy and expensive to consider.

— Affiliations —
Bold Print

Bold Print started an “Affiliation” program in
December 1990 to help pay for mailing special events
notices, and to increase sales.

“Weneed to do more outreach,” Joan Turner says.
“It really pays off.”
Tough economic times and the specter of the 7%

store to start the program. For $15 a year, affiliates
receive notice of special events, a free six-month mem-
bership in the store’s lending library and entry to one
members-only special event. Turner also hopes the
$15 fee will inspire affiliates to update their addresses
when they move.

The program got off to a slowish start, Turner
says, speculating that its inauguration might have
been lost amid the December rush. In addition, she
and the staff felt awkward about promoting the pro-
gram while simultaneously promoting Living the
Changes, an anthology Turner edited. With that over,
Turner says “Now it feels like we can highlight the
Affiliation. I think in the long run it will be worth-
while.”

So far, about a dozen people have signed on; Bold
Print aims for 100 affiliates.

Staff members thought it more appropriate to
call the program “affiliation” than “membership”
because Bold Print is a business, not a non-profit.
Besides, Turner says, “It really says what it is in-
tended to do.” o
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New from New Paperbacks

ILLINOIS Women and the Crisis

of Southern Nationalism
George C. Rable

Tradition and the “A first-rate, extremely well-researched and much
needed study. [Rable] examines the lives of planta-
Ta.lents of Women tion, freeholder, and poor white women as they
Edited by Florence Howe witnessed and participated in the events unfolding
Women’s success over the past twenty around them.” — J. H. Silverman, Choice. “This

_years at “finding” a female cultural heritage Pprovocative book is essential for specialists of the
in a traditionally male culture is the focus ~ period and in women’s history.” — Library Journal.
of this volume of lively, provocative essays  Paper, $13.95.; also in cloth, $32.50.
which examine the important cultural shift
in literary criticism and history in recent The Female Fear
years and analyze its portent for the future.  The Social Cost of Rape

Cloth, $39.95; paper, $17.50. Margaret T. Gordon and Stephanie Riger
Old Maids to A Choice Outstanding Academic Book for 1989
Radical spinsters Carefully scrutinizes the social and psychological
Unmarried Women in the specters which rape casts over women’s lives and
Twentieth-Century Novel provides a fresh, incisive look at the myths and
Edited by Laura L. Doan realities of rape as well as society’s response to it.

“A powerful book that begins with a scientific study
: . : and ends with individual human experience. It is
“Spinster” has long been fraught with negative research and writing at its best.” — Laura J. Lederer,

connotations, yet the term is as ambiguous as it is Los Angeles Times Book Review. Paper, $11.95.
ambivalent. The image of the old-fashioned, mousy

schoolmarm or the prying town gossip effectively "Men, Women, and Work

cloaks the more dangerous societal threat of a strong, Class Gender and Protest in the New

autonomous woman. Examines the rupturing of the Enaland Shoe Indust 1780-1910
spinster’s negative image and chronicles her trans- Ma?y H. Blewett o

formation from a lonely, powerless victim to an

With a foreword by Nina Auerbach

independent woman who discovers her authentic “A fabulous book. Should be read by anyone
voice. “Has drama, humor, gossip, and intellectual  interested in labor, social, or women’s history.”
treats.” — Emily Toth, author of Kate Chopin. — John T. Cumbler, Journal of Social History.
Cloth, $39.95; paper, $14.95. Illus. Paper, $13.95; also in cloth, $34.95.

Order toll free 800/545-4703 from

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS
P. O. Box 4856 » Hampden Post Office « Baltimore, MD 21211
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ABA 1991

The ABA Convention in New York is shaping up to
be the biggest, most intense publishing/bookselling
bash ever. Holding the convention in NYC means that
many more staff members from NYC-based publishers
will be able to attend the convention and ABA has initi-
ated a one-day ticket to facilitate this kind of drop-in
attendence. ABA’s highest concentration of member
bookstores is in New England, so the convention should
set records for bookseller-attendance as well.

Gay/Lesbian/Feminist Row is 17 booths strong
this year. The Row will be in the 1100-block on the
third level. Publishers on the row include Alyson,
Amethyst, Aunt Lute, Cleis, Clothespin Fever, Eighth
Mountain, FBN, The Feminist Press, Firebrand,
Lambda Book Report, Ms. Magazine, Naiad, New
Victoria, Papier-Mache, Press Gang, Sister Vision,
Spinsters, The Women’s Press/Canada.

Booth rentals have reached an all-time high at this
convention. Preferred locations are $1850. $1500 is the
lowest price available for non-fringe locations —
though there are $1150 booths available along the far
walls. Booths in the small press section are a reason-
able $425, but they’ve been sold out for some time.
There’s been serious protest about the price of booths.
At least one major mainstream publisher has declined
to participate on the grounds that fees of this size can
be spent much more effectively in other venues to
promote the same books.

Rearranging Power And Naming It In
The Male Vernacular

This year’s ABA Membership Meeting should be
interesting and, unlike some years, important to at-
tend. Proposed changes in the organization’s bylaws
will be approved or rejected by the members in atten-
dance. The proposed changes, as I read them, would,
in effect, make the executive director of ABA the Pres-
ident of the organization. The membership would

then elect a Chairman [sic] (and Vice-Chairman [sic],
Secretary, and Treasurer) of the Board of Directors. A
number of powers and responsibilities previously as-
signed by the bylaws to the elected president of the
organization are also shifted to the newly created execu-
tive director/ president and some of the checks and lim-
itations set up in the old bylaws for these powers have
been deleted. The President and the Chairman [sic],
under the proposed changes, would “share equally” the
role of spokesman [?] for the Association.

[ haven’t seen much press on the proposed changes,
just a note in Newswire that “a number of bylaws
changes regarding Association structure and the rela-
tionships between chief staff and chief volunteer leader-
ship roles, to be presented at the annual meeting in NYC
for approval by the regular membership” were ap-
proved by the Board. Hopefully, ABA will clarify the
nature and extent of these changes to the membership
well before ABA. If you don't get copies of the proposed
changes before you go to ABA, ask for them at the
convention. It should be very interesting.

I, for one, fail to imagine that the booksellers that
make up ABA want the organization to be headed by
anyone but a bookseller. It may make sense for the
National Tire Manufacturers Association, but it
doesn’t do for booksellers. I certainly want a book-
seller to be the main spokesperson for my booksellers
association. And I'm not even a bookseller. Not to
mention the shift in title for the elected official from a
gender-free title to the classic of sexist titles. Granted,
there’s a subsection that will (officially, no less) allow

Volume 13 Number 6

31

March/April 1991

This content downloaded from
70.126.145.227 on Sat, 19 Mar 2022 17:44:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



Feminist Bookstore News

Third Annual LAMBDA LITERARY AWARDS 0

sponsored by Lambda Book Report

— Finalists —

Gay Men'’s Small Press Book Award:

Daddy’s Roommate by Michael Willhoite (Alyson Publications)

Gays in Uniform by Kate Dyer (Alyson Publications)

Hard Plays/Stiff Parts by Robert Chesley (Alamo Square Press)

Some Dance to Remember by Jack Fritscher (Knights Press)

The Trouble with Harry Hay by Stuart Timmons (Alyson Publications)

Lesbian Small Press Book Award:

Black Women’s Health Book by Evelyn C. White (Seal Press)

Different Mothers edited by Louise Rafkin (Cleis Press)
Dykes-Loving-Dykes by Bev Jo, Linda Strega, and Ruston (Battleaxe)
Making Face/Making Soul by Gloria Anzaldua (Aunt Lute Foundation)
Staying Power by Susan Johnson (Naiad Press)

Lesbian Debut Award:

Her by Cherry Muhanji (Aunt Lute Foundation)

Simple Songs by Vickie Sears (Firebrand Books)

Take Me to the Underground by Renee Hansen (Crossing Press)
Virago by Karen Marie Christa Minns (Naiad Press)

Voyages Out 2 by Julie Blackwomon & Nona Caspers (Seal Press)

Gay Men'’s Debut Award:

Body and Its Dangers by Allen Barnett (St. Martin’s Press)
Dancing on Tisha B‘av by Lev Raphael (St. Martin’s Press)
Horse and Other Stories by Bo Huston (Amethyst Press)
Landscape: Memory by Matthew Stadler (Scribners)

This Every Night by Patrick Moore (Amethyst Press)

AIDS:

AIDS Demo Graphics by Douglas Crimp (Bay Press)

Inventing AIDS by Cindy Patton (Routledge Press)

Surviving AIDS by Michael Callen (HarperCollins)

The Way We Live Now edited by Elizabeth Osbourn

(Theater Communications Group)

Women, AIDS & Activism by ACT UP/New York Women and AIDS
Book Group (South End Press)

Gay Men's Poetry:

Body in Flames by Francisco Alarcon (Chronicle Books)
Buried Body by Mark Ameen (Amethyst Press)

Decade Dance by Michael Lassell (Alyson Publications)
Healing Notebooks by Kenny Fries (Open Books)

Special Deliveries by James Broughton (Braken Moon Press)

Lesbian Poetry:

Chant of the Women of Magdalena by SDiane Bogus

(Woman in the Moon Publications)

' Crime Against Nature by Minnie Bruce Pratt (Firebrand Books)

A Few Words in the Mother Tongue by Irena Klepfisz (Eighth Mountain)
Going Back to the River by Marilyn Hacker (Random House)

The Patience of Metal by Yvonne Zipter (Hutchinson House)

Cay Men's Science Fiction/Fantasy:

Alternate Casts by Marsh Cassady (Banned Books)
Enchantments of Flesh & Spirit by Storm Constantine (TOR)
The Gift by Scott Edelman (Space and Time)

Magic’s Price by Mercedes Lackey (DAW)

Secret Matter by Toby Johnson (Lavender Press)

Lesbian Science Fiction/Fantasy:

Doc and Fluff by Pat Califia (Alyson Publications)
Gossamer Axe by Gael Baudino (ROC)

Mighty Good Road by Melissa Scott (Baen Books)
Priorities by Lynda Lyons (Naiad Press)

Virago by Karen Marie Christa Minns (Naiad Press)

Gay Men’s Mystery:

Black Marble Pool by Stan Leventhal (Amethyst Press)

Body to Dye For by Grant Michaels (St. Martin’s Press)

Boy Who Was Buried This Morning by Joseph Hansen (Viking)
Howtown by Michael Nava (HarperCollins)

Why Isn’t Becky Twitchell Dead? by Mark Richard Zubro (St. Martin’s)

Lesbian Mystery

A Captive in Time by Sarah Dreher (New Victoria Publishers)
Death Down Under by Claire McNab (Naiad Press)

Gaudi Afternoon by Barbara Wilson (Seal Press)

Ninth Life by Lauren Wright Douglas (Naiad Press)

Slick by Camarin Grae (Naiad Press)

Lesbian and Gay Humor:

Meatmen Vol. 8 edited by Winston Leyland (Leyland Publications)
More Lesbian Etiquette by Gail Sausser (Crossing Press)

New, Improved Dykes to Watch Out For by Alison Bechdel (Firebrand)
Stonewall Riots by Andrea Natalic (Andrea Natalie)

Susie Sexpert’s Lesbian Sex World by Susie Bright (Cleis Press)

Lesbian Nonfiction:

Ceremonies of the Heart by Becky Butler (Seal Press)

Exile in the Promised Land by Marcia Freedman (Firebrand)
Loony-Bin Trip by Kate Millett (Simon & Schuster)

The Safe Sea of Women by Bonnie Zimmerman (Beacon Press)
Susie Sexpert's Lesbian Sex World by Susie Bright (Cleis Press)

Gay Men'’s Nonfiction:

Behind the Mask by Dave Pallone (Viking)

Coming Out Under Fire by Alan Berube (Free Press)

My Country, My Right to Serve by Mary Ann Humphrey
(HarperCollins)

So Little Time by Mike Hippler (Celestial Arts)

The Trouble with Harry Hay by Stuart Timmons (Alyson Publications)

Gay Men'’s Anthologies:

Gay Men of Alcoholics Anonymous by Robert Kus (WinterStar Press)
Keys to Caring edited by Robert Kus (Alyson Publications)

Men & Intimacy edited by Franklin Abbott (Crossing Press)

Men on Men 3 edited by George Stambolian (Plume)

Triple Fiction by Cassady, Smith, & Stone (Los Hombres)

Lesbian Anthologies:

Lesbian Bedtime Stories 2 edited by Terry Woodrow (Tough Dove)
Lesbian Philosophies and Cultures edited by Jeffner Allen (SUNY Press)
Lesbian Texts and Contexts edited by Karla Jay and Joanne Glasgow
(New York University Press)

Speaking for Ourselves edited by Irene Zahava (Crossing Press)
Women on Women edited by Joan Nestle and Naomi Holoch (Plume)

Gay Men's Fiction:

Afterlife by Paul Monette (Crown Publishers)

Body and Its Dangers by Allen Barnett (St. Martin’s Press)
Home at the End of the World by Michael Cunningham (FSG)
Music I Never Dreamed Of by John Gilgun (Amethyst Press)
A Place I've Never Been by David Leavitt (Viking)

Lesbian Fiction:

Don Juan in the Village by Jane DeLynn (Panthcon)

Incidents Involving Mirth by Anna Livia (Eighth Mountain Press)
My Jewish Face and Other Stories by Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz
(Spinsters Book Co.)

Out of Time by Paula Martinac (Seal Press)

People In Trouble by Sarah Schulman (Dutton)

For more information about the Lambda Literary Awards, call (202)462-7924.
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a woman (or man) who is successfully elected to the
position of Chairman (but not the Vice-Chairman) to
change the title to “Chairperson,” “Chairwoman,” or
“Chair” for their term but only after she/he becomes
chairman. — What is this — male until proven
female? Is this 1991 or 1971 or 19517 Surely booksellers
have too much regard for the power of language to
create images and destroy (or create) barriers to let this
go by. It should be an entertaining meeting as well as
an important one. Plan to be there. Sunday, 4:15-5:30.

Feminist Bookstores & Publishers Days

To continue on a cheerier note, I'm expecting a
record number of booksellers for the Feminist Book-
stores Day (Friday, May 31). This year’s meeting for
women-owned, feminist-oriented booksellers will
spend the morning doing a serious work shop in
bookstore finances. In the afternoon we’ll cover our
ususal wide ranging agenda. If you're a “hard-core”
feminist bookstore and you haven’t yet received infor-
mation about the Feminist Bookstore Day meetings,
call the FBN office for information. If you’ve received
your questionnaire but haven’t sent it in yet, send it to
Barb Wieser at Amazon Bookstore ASAP!

In conjunction with the Feminist Bookstores Day,
FBN booked a block of rooms in an apartment-hotel
in NYC for feminist booksellers and feminist publish-
ers. As we go to press there are still a few rooms
available.

Feminist publishers will be meeting, as usual, on
the Thursday before ABA. Lee Boojamra from Rising
Tides and Beth Dingman from New Victoria are this
year’s organizers. They’ve also organized a Saturday
evening dinner for lesbian/feminist publishers and
feminist booksellers to meet, eat, and share informa-
tion. (See Sidebar.) Contact either of them for more
information.

More Events

The Lambda Literary Awards Banquet will be
held Friday night (May 31). Nominations for the Third
Annual Lambda Literary Awards have been an-
nounced (see opposite page). The LAMMYs are in-
tended to recognize excellence in gay and lesbian
writing and publishing. The Second Annual Ferro-
Grumley Awards for Lesbian and Gay Fiction, the
Third Annual Bill Whitehead Lifetime Achievement
Award sponsored by the Publishing Triangle, and the

1991 Gregory Kolovakos Award for AIDS Writing will
also be presented at the banquet. This year’s banquet
will be held at the Grand Hyatt Hotel (Park Ave. at
Grand Central). Kate Clinton will emcee. Tickets will
be $75. There is money set available for financial assis-
tance. For more information, tickets, or financial aid,
contact the Lambda Book Report, 1625 Connecticut Ave.
NW, Washington DC 20009 or phone 202-462-7924.

Banquet for Lesbian/Feminist
Publishers & Booksellers

Womankind Books/Rising Tide Press and
New Victoria Publishers are organizing an event
to bring lesbian/feminist publishers and femi-
nist bookstore women together over an evening
of — what else? — food! The dinner/meeting is
scheduled for Saturday, june 1 and will be held
in conjunction with ABA in NYC.

Itis a unique opportunity for lesbian/feminist
publishers and booksellers to meet each other, dia-
logue, share information, have fun and celebrate
another year of doing the work that we love.

The dinner meeting will include a 10 course
Chinese banquet at the Hwa Yuan Szechuan Inn, in
New York’s historic Chinatown. The owner has
graciously provided the party with a private ban-
quet room. Publishers or booksellers interested in
speaking at the dinner, about any topic relevant to
both booksellers and publishers, should contact
Alice Frier or Lee Boojamra at 516-427-1289.

The cost for the event is $29.95 per person. (A
bargain by NY standards.) Fish dishes will be in-
cluded in the banquet for vegetarians. Tickets must
be purchased by April 30, 1991. (Restaurant space
is limited to approximately 80 women, so get your
reservation in now — don't expect tickets to be
available in NYC. Congratulations and thanks to
Lee & Alice for finding a place in NYC where 80
women can get together for dinner for less than $50
or $60 or $70! It's a classic example of feminist
booksellers/publishers achieving the impossible
with limited funds and turning it into something
wonderful and exciting. I'm hungry already — for
both the food and the conversations!) Make checks
payable to Womankind Books, 5 Kivy St., Hunting-
ton Station N'Y 11746. 516-427-1289. -CS O
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Multi-Cultural Exhibit at ABA

Last year’s “Black & Read: Books by African-

~ American Authors and Illustrators” exhibit was
so enthusiastically received that the project will
be repeated this year and will be expanded to
include Asian-American, Hispanic-American,
and Native American authors and illustrators as
well. Exhibitors are invited to submit books for
the exhibit but are unfortunately limited to three
books per publisher, a policy that prohibits the
display of many excellent books from the pub-
lishers that have the strongest commitment to
 publishing writers of color but provides equal
visibility to publishers with only a token publish-
ing program. Books may be on any subject but
must be written or illustrated by an African-,
Asian-, Hispanic- or Native-American and pub-
lishers should include a brief two-or three-
sentence description of each book and their
booth number for the exhibit bibliography. Send
submissions to the ABA, 137 West 25th 5t., NY
NY 10001, Attention: Andrew Roth. For more
information call 212-463-8450 ext 209. Closing
date is May 10. (6]

The Publishers Triangle is organizing a post-ban-
quet bash after the LAMMYs. It will probably be held at
the Limelight (6th Ave. and 20th St.) from 11:30 pm until

SATURDAY

ABA opens on Saturday, as always, with a session

for first-time convention goers to help first-timers the -

best use of their time and energy at the ABA Conven-
tion. Saturday, 10:30-11:30.

Mary Morrell (Full Circle Books) will be moder-
ating a panel on Specialty Bookstores: How to Cap-
ture a Unique Market Niche. Saturday, 10:30-noon.

The Small Store and Mid-size Store Roundtables
will be held from Noon-2:00 on Saturday. The ABA
defines Small Stores as grossing under $250,000 with
fewer than five employees and Mid-Sized Stores as
grossing between $250,000 and $1,500,000 with 5+
employees. Attend whichever one you want. (Large
Stores — $1,500,000+ — are meeting on Friday from
1-6 pm at the New York Hilton.)

The now-traditional networking session for Fem-
inist Women in Bookselling (open to all) will meet
Saturday afternoon from 4:00 to 5:30.

The Publishing Triangle’s panel, “The Range of
Lesbian & Gay Reading (In and Out of the Lesbian &
Gay Section” will be Saturday from 5:30-7:00.

Feminist booksellers and lesbian/feminist pub-
lishers are invited to a dinner/gathering Saturday
night. See sidebar for details.

SUNDAY

Gloria Steinem, with Stephen King and Ferrol
Sams (When the World Was Young) are the speakers for
the Sunday AM Book & Author Breakfast. Natalie
Goldberg is speaking at the New Age Publishing and
Retailing Alliance Breakfast at the same time.

The Specialty Bookstore Roundtables will be held
from Noon-2:00 on Sunday and Monday. Feminist Book-
sellers, African-American Booksellers, Mystery Book-
sellers, Recovery Booksellers and Cookbook Booksellers
will meet on Monday. The Tuesday’s Roundtables will
address Gay/Lesbian, New Age, Science Fiction, Techni-
cal, Travel and Bookstore/Cafe specialties. These are
ticketed events. (Tickets are free. Order your ticket when
you register.) Only booksellers may attend. Box lunches
are available at $15 ea. — or bring your own lunch.

This year’s Roundtable for Feminist Bookstores
will be facilitated by longtime feminist bookseller
Sandi Torkildson (A Room of One’s Own, Madison).
The Gay/Lesbian section will be facilitated by Nor-
man Laurila and Roz Parr (A Different Light/NYC);
Glenderlyn Johnson (Black Books Plus, NYC) will do
the African-American section; and FBN's travel agent,
Ann Dwyer, will lead the Travel Bookstores section.

G rstlor
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Once again, the program conveys a mixed mes-
sage about the purpose and function of the
roundtables. Although the title indicates that these
sessions are for specialty bookstores, the description
following the title says that the Specialty Bookstore
Roundtables are “informal problem-solving and
See ABA, page 54
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Share It With the Kids
You Love the Best!

By Kathleen T. Horning

More and more high-quality children’s books are
being published by small presses. Frequently these
books offer perspectives or provide information not
usually found in children’s books from mainstream
publishers. Bilingual books, Third World folktales,
and stories about children with disabilities are only a
few examples of the kinds of materials routinely avail-
able from small presses. This is the best group of books
I've ever had to review. Small press children’s books
keep getting better and better!

Raves

Shake It to the One That You Love the Best: Play
Songs and Lullabies from Black Musical Traditions,
collected and adapted by Cheryl Warren Mattox and
illustrated by Brenda Joysmith and Varnette P.
Honeywood, is the “find” of the year! It is very
girl-centered and produced entirely by African-
American women. Music and lyrics from 16 play
songs and 10 lullabies familiar to generations of
African-American children are included in this out-
standing collection. Each song is accompanied by
source notes and historical information, and, in the
case of the play songs, descriptions of the games or
activities associated with the song. In addition, 11
full-color reproductions of paintings featuring
African-American children and families by two

This irreqular column is written by Kathleen T. Horning,
coordinator of the Alternative Press Collection at the Coop-
erative Children’s Book Center, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, editor of Alternative Press Publishers of
Children’s Books (3d ed.), and children’s librarian at Mad-
ison Public Library.

well-known gallery artists are interspersed through-
out the collection, and each page is bordered with
strips of kenta cloth, also reproduced in full color. A
beautiful, important collection that should be shared
with children everywhere. The book is available both
singly and with a cassette tape on which the songs are
sung by a children’s chorus, Linda Tillery, Taj Mahal
and Brenda Vaughn. All ages. $5.95 pb, 0-9623381-0-9;
$16.95 book and cassette set, -2-5.

e I

“Hearts Make Friends,” Varnette P. Honeywood
Shake It to the One That You Love the Best

Published by Warren-Mattox Productions, 3817
San Pablo Dam Rd. #336, El Sobrante CA 94803. Book-
stores order from JTG 102C 18th Ave. S, Nashville, TN
37212. Hopefully it will reach Bookpeople and Inland
soon.

The first volume in Just Us Books’ Feeling Good
series — Bright Eyes, Brown Skin, written by Cheryl
Willis Hudson and Bernette G. Ford and illustrated by
George Ford — is designed to heighten the self-esteem
of African-American children by providing positive
images in text and illustration. George Ford’s strong,
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full-color paintings show four children engaged in
typical activities in a day care or preschool setting,
while perfectly paced, rhyming phrases describe the
children: “Bright eyes, brown skin. A heart-shaped
face, a dimpled chin.” The text brilliantly combines
understatement and directness, giving the story a
celebratory tone rather than a didactic one. The clear,
appealing illustrations, rhythmic words and child-
centered focus should make this a favorite in pre-
school story hours. Ages 18 months-4. $12.95 lib. ed.,
0-940975-10-6. Just Us Books, 301 Main St., Ste. 22-24,
Orange, NJ 07050.

“Bumpin,” Brenda Joysmith
* Shake It To the One That You Love the Best

Fiction

White Owl and Blue Mouse, written by Jean
Joubert, translated by Denise Levertov and illustrated
by Michel Gay;, is a gentle humorous story for transi-
tional readers, illustrated on each page with charming
pen-and-ink line drawings washed with watercolors.
When a clever mouse outwits a predatory owl, she is
at first delighted but later saddened when she sees the
results of her trick: The owl has been captured and
caged by humans and sold to a circus sideshow. At the
owl’s request, the mouse explores the countryside by

day, returning to the owl’s cage each night to describe
all that she has seen, and a friendship based on trust
gradually develops between them. Grades 2-3.$13.95,
0-944072-13-5. Zoland Books, PO Box 2766, Cam-
bridge, MA 02238.

The Girl with a Watering Can, by Ewa
Zadrzynska and illustrated by Arnold Skolnick, is an
unusual, imaginative story set in the National Gallery
of Art and featuring characters from the collection’s
paintings. When Renoir’s Girl with a Watering Can sits
down one night to remove a stone from her shoe, she
finds that the color has drained from the scenery
around her and that she is free to move around the
museum. Starting out in search of a playmate, she
approaches Renoir’s Girl with a Hoop, is snubbed by
her, but nonetheless manages to take the girl’s hoop
to play with by herself. As she chases the rolling hoop
in and out of several other paintings throughout the
museum, her playful antics disrupt the quite order of
various masterpieces. On her return trip to her own
frame, she stops at each painting to set things
straight. By following her entertaining adventures,
children are encouraged to observe details in each of
the full-color reproductions of famous paintings.
Ages 5-8. $15.95, 0-915829-64-9. Chameleon Books.
Bookstores order from Talman, 211 W. 20th St., New
York, NY 10011.

Nonfiction

From their experiences as storytellers through-
out the United States, Richard Young and Judy
Dockrey Young have gathered together the popular
scary stories most often requested and told by their
audiences of children in Favorite Scary Stories of

‘American Children. Each story is retold with

children’s emotional development in mind, and in-
dividual titles are marked with a visual key to indi-
cate one of three appropriate age levels for listeners
(ages 5-6, 7-8,9-10). Although the authors have gath-
ered the stories directly from children, well-
researched endnotes provide further information
about sources and variants. The cultural diversity of
American children is reflected in the range of sources
represented, which include stories from Jewish,
Chinook, Cambodian, Pueblo, Hmong, Japanese
and white southern traditions, among others. $8.95
pb, 0-87483-119-9. August House, PO Box 3223, Little
Rock, AR 72203. See Kids Books, page 86
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BookKks in Canada:

BOrR-1D) = R

CROSSING

By Penny Goldsmith

Feminist politics attempt to jump borders both
literally and culturally but writing has a place that is
grounded deeply in its own country. The purpose of
this column is to give you information about feminist
titles by Canadian authors that your customers might
be interested in. The books talked about here are pub-
lished by presses in Canada that don’t define them-
selves as overtly feminist but who have a commitment
to publishing literature by women.

I spent some time preparing to write this first
column by going through the last year and a half of
FBN again to get a sense of Canadian books that FBN
readers already know about and where the holes are.
Presses like Press Gang, Women'’s Press, Second
Story, gynergy, Sister Vision and some of the smaller
Literary Press Group presses are covered regularly in
columns already in the magazine, and so I'm not
going to cover them again. I'm looking for the
authors who are out there with publishers who pos-
sibly don’t even know about FBN.

Although I will have an eye on new and upcom-
ing titles, I'm interested in backlists as well. Feminist
publishing has created a list of “classics” which don’t
go out of style in the same way as they do in the
mainstream publishing world. We make books that
aren’t commodities and so their shelf life is not limited
by the current selling season.

Penny Goldsmith has been involved in the Canadian pub-
lishing world for almost twenty years. She has worked for
various small publishers in both Ontario and, now, in
British Columbia, which has been her home for the past
fifteen years. She is the owner of Lazara Press, a literary
publishing house in Vancouver, British Columbia which
has been operating since 1982.

I'd like help with this — distribution is always the
hardest part of publishing. If you know of any titles
which would fit into the column, drop me a line c¢/o
Lazara Press, Box 2269, VMPO, Vancouver, British
Columbia Canada V6B 3W2 and I will be happy to talk
about them in future columns.

First a magazine called Aquelarre: Latin Ameri-
can Women’s Magazine which publishes out of Van-
couver, British Columbia in Spanish and English. The
magazine has six issues out with the following sub-
jects: Vol 1: Introductory Issue, includes an interview
with Isabel Allende; Vol 2: Human Rights/Women's
Rights, includes articles on domestic workers in
Bolivia, and Latin American women and the left; Vol
3: Immigrant Women, talk about the psychological
effects of immigration and includes testimonies and
short stories. Volume 4 is about Women and Art; Vol-
ume 5 deals with literacy, and Volume 6 (just released)
is a general issue. The magazine is attractive, printed
in four colours, and full of thoughtful and provocative
information and stories. 30% discount to bookstores,
no min.; returns when next issue comes out.
Aquelarre, PO Box 65535, Stn. F, Vancouver, BC Can-
ada V5N 5Ké6.
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Native Indian women in Canada are slowly (too
slowly) being given more of a voice in the main-
stream white presses, both small and large. However,
Lee Maracle published I Am Woman in 1988 with
Write-On Press Publishers, Box 86606, North Vancou-
ver, BC V7L 4L2. Lee Maracle is a storyteller and her
stories are moving and powerful. The book is auto-
biographical and includes chapters titled “I Want to
Write,” “Law, Politics and Tradition,” “Heartless
Teachers,” and “Women’s Movement,” among others.
The book has gone into several printings, and is still
available for $10.95, 0-921576-00-5.

Write-On Press has also published a book of
poetry by Maria Luisa Vilacorta in Spanish and En-
glish, entitled The Grandmother Poems — Poemas
de la Abuela. The author was born in 1912 in El
Salvador and worked in a sack factory in San Salva-
dor as a young woman. She has been involved all her
life in union struggles, difficult working conditions
and political crisis in her country and her poetry
reflects all these themes.

A classic is Maria Campbell’s Halfbreed, first
published in 1973. The most recent Canadian
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edition is published by Goodread Biographies,
FormacPublishing Co. Ltd., 333-1657 Barrington St.,
Halifax, NS B3] 2A1, 0-88780-116-1, $5.95. Campbell
describes the book: “I want to tell you what it is like to
be a half-breed woman in Canada, about the joys and
sorrows, the oppressing poverty, the frustrations and
dreams. I am not bitter. I have passed that stage. I only
want to say: This is what it was like, this is what it is
still like.”

A book of interest to readers who have been
talking about appropriation of culture is The Book of
Jessica (Coach House Press, 0-88910-380-1, $14.95,
available from Inland). The book is written by Linda
Griffiths, an actor, and Métis author Maria Campbell,
and is the story of a play, Jessica and how it was made.
The play is Campbell’s life story; The Book of Jessica
is the story of the collaboration and conflict between
the two women as they struggle to understand each
other and each other’s cultures. The first part of the
book is a conversation which indicates the often
extremely tense relationship between the two, and the
second part is the play itself.

There’s a writing school in Penticton, British
Columbia for First Nations writers called En’owkin
International School of Writing. Gatherings: The
En’Owkin Journal of First North American People
is a journal coming out of the school, and its first
issue was released in August, 1990. It includes well-
known writers such as Jeannette Armstrong,
Annharte and Lee Maracle as well as stories and
poems from the students at the school. Two items
that will be of particular interest to FBN readers are
the opening article, entitled “Ask Me Again” by
Kerrie Charnley, which deals with the vision in the

" writings and voices of First Nations women, and

Armstrong’s closing “Oratory: the Disempower-
ment of First North America Native Peoples and
Empowerment through their writing.”

I ran across a book recently which was first pub-
lished in 1968. It's called The Curve of Time by M.
Wylie Blanchet and is the story of woman who was left
a widow with five small children in 1927 ina small town
on Vancouver Island. She gave them school lessons in
winter and coastal cruises in summer. The book is a
warm and eminently readable collection of stories about
their travels. 40% for 6+ books. Order from Whitecap
Books, 1086 W. 3rd Street, North Vancouver, BC V7P 3J6;
604-980-9852 (phone), 980-8197 (FAX).
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Some favourite and well-known Canadian fic-
tion writers have had books published in the past
year. Audrey Thomas, who has many collections of
short stories and novels to her name, has a new book
of short stories called The Wild Blue Yonder ($19.95
US, Viking /Penguin 0-670-82964-1). The thirteen sto-
ries in the collection are good examples of Thomas’
skill in describing the subtleties and ironies of emo-
tional life.

Bronwen Wallace was a poet and short story teller
who had been published in anthologies and periodicals
across the country before her death in 1989. Margaret
Atwood describes her book of short stories, People
You’d Trust Your Life To: “These are real stories about
people so real you'll think they live next door. All the
textures of life are here — the grime, the dailyness, the
intricacies, the pain, and then, like small but devastating
miracles, moments of intense joy that will take your
breath away.” 0-7710-8791-8, $14.95. McClelland &
Stewart, 330 Esna Park Drive, Markham, ONT L3R 1H5;
416-940-8855 (phone), 940-8864 (FAX).

Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Ju-
liet) by Ann-Marie MacDonald is the winner of this
year’s Governor-General’s award for drama and is
one of the funniest take-offs on Shakespeare that I've
ever seen (or read). The plot: Constance Ledbelly, a
scattered academic, is working feverishly through her
doctoral thesis, “aided” by a particularly obnoxious
but not unfamiliar male thesis advisor. She contends
that the only characters deep enough to embody Aris-
totelian attributes in the Shakespearian tragedies of
Romeo and Juliet and Othello are Julietand Desdemona.
Constance dives into the original plays with a vengeance
— the play includes a very funny lesbian scene between
Constance and Juliet (Coach House Press, $9.95, 0-88910-

412-3 available from Inland).

There’s a new collection of essays about writing
and gender just published by Coach House Press.
It’s called Language in Her Eye, and is edited by
Libby Scheier, Sarah Sheard and Eleanor Wachtel. It
includes articles by Margaret Atwood (“If You Can't
Say Something Nice, Don’t Say Anything at All”),

DionneBrand (“Bread OutofStone”), DiBrandt(“let-
ting the silence speak”), Lee Maracle (“Native
Myths”), Anne Cameron, (“The Operative Princi-
ple is Trust”), Marlene Nourbese Philip (“The
Disappearing Debate: Racism and Censorship”), Jane

Rule (“Deception in Search of the Truth”) and many
others. The book is a spirited debate on the relation-
ship of feminism to writing by a collection of authors,
all of whom have a great deal of experience in the
subject. 0-88910-397-6, $19.95.

Polestar Books has published a book of photos and
interviews with women songwriters and performers,
called Born a Woman, edited by Ellen Schwartz.
Schwartz notes quotes from the musicians about how
they feel about their music, what it’s like to be at their
concerts, four or five songs and a discography. Included
in the book are Ferron, Sylvia Tyson, Rita McNeil, Con-
nie Kaldor, Lucie Blue Trembley, Heather Bishop and
Marie Lynn Hammond. 0-919591-25-6, $12.95. Polester
Press, #3-373 Baker Street, Nelson, BC VIL 4H6; 604-354-
4482 (phone), 226-7670 (FAX).

I'd like to thank Renee Richards from Chief’s
Mask, the Native Indian bookstore in Vancouver, for
her ideas about what to include in this and future
columns, and the Vancouver Women’s Bookstore for
lending me the issue of FBN that I was missing and
for having such an extensive collection of Canadian
women writers on their shelves.

Booksellers (and others) with suggestions for books that
should be covered in this column, for a column-head
graphic, or for a better title, please call Penny at 604-253-
3715 or write to her cfo Lazara Press, Box 2269 VMPO,
Vancouver BC V6B 3W2. ©)
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“To reach a common understanding, all women must speak; what they say has to be available
to all; and all have to listen.” — Marilyn French, Ms Magazine

Internatlonal Fiction from Feminist Press

Women ertlng inIndia: Volume I. Edited by Susie Tharu and K. Ialita
($29.95 pb, ISBN 1-55861-027-8).“A collection that redefines Indian literature, reaffirms
the role of women as artists, and, simply, offers a lot of great reading. A publishing event,
embracing 2,500 years of literature by women from all over India.” — Booklist. “The
literary quality is notable, the work never inaccessible.” — Publishers Weekly

Truth Tales: Contemporary Stories by Women Writers of India.
Edited by Kali for Women, Meena Alexander ($12.95 pb, ISBN 1-55861-012-X). This
“Best Trade Paperback of 1990” (Publishers Weekly) presents 7 of India’s current women
writers, most translated for the first time. “A brilliant, touching, richly varied collection.”
— M. “Affecting portraits of women’s lives in India today.” — Kirkus Reviews.

Sultana’s Dream, and Selections from “The Secluded Ones.”
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain, edited by Roushan Jahan, Hanna Papanek ($6.95 pb, ISBN
0-935312-83-8). Utopian fantasy of “reverse purdah” in which women take over public
sphere, published in English 10 years before Herland, with stories of life in purdah.

Bamboo Shoots After the Rain: Contemporary Stories by
Women Writers of Taiwan. Edited by Ann C. Carver, Sung-Sheng Yvonne Change
($14.95 pb, ISBN 1-55861-018-9). 14 stories, written since 1949, are “as much a
reflection of the changing status of women in Chinese society as of the range of their
literary accomplishments. Always interesting.” — Kirkus Reviews. “Its vibrant, tumultuous
energy and its evocation of the contending lifestyles of a society in transition speak for
themselves.” — Publishers Weekly.

The FEMINIST PRESS at The City University of New York
Retailers, earn maximum benefits for your store:

+ Seasonal discount — place one order each season for new and backlist titles and keep discount earned for
) all reorders of 5+ assorted copies;

» Free freight — place the above order with a Talman sales rep, with at least 12 assorted new books/tapes and
at least 25 assorted items on whole order, and sales rep will mark order “free freight.” (Offer open to customers
in good credit standing).

» Combine order for many publishers at seasonal discount and free freight — The Feminist
Press, Children’s Book Press, Calyx Books, New Rivers Press, Station Hill Press, Appalachian Mountain Club
Books and nearly 50 other publishers are distributed to the book trade by The Talman Company.

« Join The Feminist Press Advance Readers’ Network.

Distributed by Call 1-800-537-8894
THE TALMAN COMPANY  150Fifth Ave, NYC, 10011

212-620-3182, FAX 212-627-4682
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CANADIAN
L ON-EEN:T

By Donna Murray

As mentioned in the January/February issue of FBN,
this Canadian Content features a checkup from points
across the country on the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
implemented on January 1st. In particular this all-
encompassing tax, for the first time in Canada, includes
reading — to the dismay of all book lovers. The picture
below offers a variety of reactions depending on the partic-
ular situation of each bookseller. This is one of the interest-
ing features of the GST — it affects everyone, but it is
consistently inconsistent. Some of the comments may con-
tradict others within this article, but that's the nature of this
tax. It is comprehensive, far reaching and confusing.

Janice McAltine of Mrs. Dalloway’s in Kingston
Ontario reports that the GST hasn’t slowed sales but
importing books was cumbersome at the outset.
Using UPS as a broker for imported books presented
about a week’s delay in shipments arriving from the
US plus an approximate $20.00 surcharge per ship-
ment. Many of these distributors have since regis-
tered with, and collect taxes directly for, the
Canadian government. Janice notes that although
Mrs. Dalloway’s has not been affected so far, she has
read that smaller distributors and presses in the
States may feel that this added layer of bureaucracy
could become just one step too many to bother con-
tinuing exports.

Janice spoke about an alternative offered by the
federal government to businesses grossing less than
$200,000 per year. This would be in lieu of calculating
and submitting GST using a time-consuming process
of tracking GST paid and collected, and filling out
remittance and rebate forms. A flat rate of 3% of gross
sales would be levied.

Janice and partner Donna Vittorio decided to cost
it out and realized that this option would in effect cost

about double that of going to the trouble of maintain-
ing the paper flow. As such, they decided that al-
though a lot more paperwork is entailed, the 3%
option is too expensive. Says Janice, “It’s a close line
in the book business. If you erode the profit margin,
you'll be in trouble.”

In spite of what has been seen by many to be a
confusing introduction to the tax, Janice was well
versed in GST details. She familiarized herself by
going over the information sent to the store from the
federal government and from a fact-sheet sent
along by their accountant. “We feel comfortable
with it. It’s a lot more work but we have it under
control.”

Janice reports that the reaction of customers has
been “disgusted and philosophical.” She recalled that
when interviewed by a local reporter regarding the
current recession her partner Donna offered that
customers of a women’s bookstore had never had a lot
of money and that the money they would continue to
spend would continue come from already limited
budgets.

A synopsis of Mrs. Dalloway’s winter sales pre-
sented a strong picture. Janice said that better
weather (always a Canadian consideration) had
kept more people out of the malls and thus into
their store. “People have held back a little but we
just had our best December. We feel like we're
healthy.”

A phone call to a relatively new outlet for feminist
literature in Vancouver put me in touch with Cynthia
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Brooke of the Book Mantle Bookstore. Cynthia estab-
lished this general used bookstore with Bonnie Mur-
ray about a year and a half ago. The store is new to the
east side of Vancouver and deals primarily in used
books with a focus on feminism and philosophy, and
on lesbian fiction and non-fiction. The two women are
“new to the business,” but my short conversation with
Cynthia (interspersed with healthy interruptions for
Saturday morning sales) indicated a knowledge of
current issues.

I asked Cynthia what her concerns about the GST
were and she replied that GST is definitely affecting
them, “because it is affecting everybody.”

Cynthia said she understood there had been
some difficulty for shipments arriving from the
States to Canadian booksellers. I decided to call
Barbara Grier of the Naiad Press to check out this
concern and was assured that the only difficulty
Naiad has had with the GST has been getting the
GST registration number and stamping it on the
parcels intended for export to Canada. It is this
registration number that allows the parcels to move
relatively quickly along to their destinations. Bar-
bara also indicated that some of the ‘'enormous’ US
suppliers have made an agreement with the Cana-
dian government to collect the GST and remit di-
rectly on their behalf, but that this is not the case for
all publishers and distributors.

The Book Mantle currently is not charging GST,
qualifying under a clause that allows small businesses
with less than $30,000 in gross annual sales to be
exempt. Through a national association of used book-
stores, they are organizing to have all used books
exempted from the GST.

Cynthia was busy with customers — as we spoke
I could hear an espresso machine in the background
over the voices of browsers and shoppers. Although
wedidn’t have timeto talk further, the two women are
busily looking into distribution, videos and public
funding in the future. They also wish to make and
develop contacts in the field. They are located at 1002
Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC, V5L.3W9 — phone
(604) 253-1099.

Peggy Harris at the Ottawa Women'’s Bookstore
said she could not say exactly that the GST has affected
sales or customer activity. “Ottawa is kind of a differ-
ent place — there is money here,” she said, indicating
that sales have been good. The store’s customers in-
clude people with a variety of incomes along with
government agencies and libraries, who have contin-
ued to purchase books. The store’s move to a street-
level location — just down the street to 272 Elgin —on
December 30th has also changed the level of business
and they are busy.

Peggy kept expecting a slow-down but was as-
sured, “Don’t worry, people will buy books.” And to
her surprise that is what has happened. Shoppers
have reduced their expenditures in other areas —
videos, films — and gone towards “longer term enjoy-
ment — reading.”

Peggy is trying to make things easier for
customers to offset the effect of the GST for those who
have felt the impact of the extra 7% on bookstore
items. “We immediately put calendars and jewelry on
sale,” she said, to offer a break on goods that already
have a provincial tax on them. As well she states, “I
am really watching what I am ordering and in what
price range taking into account what the 7% will do.”
Hard covers will be fewer on the shelves unless it is
something “exceptional.”

The implementation of the GST coincided with
the Ottawa Women’s Bookstore’s move to their new
location and at this time they combined the packing
up with an inventory and moving everything to the
new premises. It seems to have gone smoothly with
much help from lover and friends with trucks. The
store also decided to computerize concurrently and
the GST and PST is programmed for calculation.

Peggy offered some hopeful news out of
Ottawa: It sounds as if chances are pretty good that
the government will be looking at several areas of
taxation included in the GST and that books will be
considered for exemption. For those who have lob-
bied long and hard and for booksellers and buyers
this can only be received with jubilation. As Peggy
notes, and I repeat with my cynical perspective, the

March/April 1991

42

Volume 13 Number 6

This content downloaded from
70.126.145.227 on Sat, 19 Mar 2022 17:44:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms




Feminist Bookstore News

government does like to make these promises when in
the last two years of a term in office — I’ll believe it
when I see it!

Odette Des Ormeaux and I spoke about her con-
cerns about the GST and how it has affected sales at
the Montreal women’s bookstore 1'Essentielle. Her
observation was that those hardest hit by the new tax
have been students coming in to the store to pick up
their texts for required reading for university courses.
“We offer a student discount of 10% but the GST of 7%
takes up most of this discount. And the GST must be
charged on the full price of the book, not the dis-
counted price.” She notes that if there were to be any
exemption from books being taxed, students should
get the first consideration.

Odette reports that sales in general for
I’Essentielle have moved from a slow October
through a medium November, and while December
was good it took customers a long time to get
around to their holiday shopping. There was a
flurry of activity before the implementation of the
GST where people were in a rush to shop GST-free.
January sales were good with February sales
slower. “It’s not so much the GST,” says Odette,
“The economic situation in Quebec includes a high
unemployment rate of 12%.” Those with limited
income are only further restricted by the GST.

As far as the implementation of the new tax went
for I'Essentielle, international shipments have been
held up at the border while customs verify contents,
prepare invoices for GST and then send the parcel
along. “I get alesbian magazine from Paris. There was
a 10-day delay while customs opened it, put in a GST
bill, closed it and sent it to me. I got the January issue
on February 1st!” It is worth a mention here that GST
invoices for books shipped from US points are calcu-
lated in US dollars!

All in all, Odette says the GST is “a pain.” “It's
much more paperwork, and also we have to charge it
on books, and on shipping.” It also means opening
more columns for bookkeeping, another one of the
numerous time-consuming details required by all
merchants.

Apart from the busy-ness of operating
I'Essentielle, Audette is “up to her ears” in the pro-
duction of a subject catalogue for distribution to all
those interested in women’s books in French and

POETS & WRITERS
MAGAZINE

. . . the magazine for serious writers

WRITERS

Poets & Writers Magazine readers are literary enthusiasts—
book buyers, writers, editors, reviewers, teachers
and journalists—who rely on us for NEWS about writing.
DEADLINES for grants and awards,
provocative ESSAYS, and HOW-TO articles on
getting work published.

Make Poets & Writers Magazine one of your
top-selling titles!

* 60 % female audience

* A “must have” magazine for all serious
writers

* Interviews with high-profile writers

* 72 pages, heavy stock white

* Bi-monthly, $3.00 cover ($3.50 after
January 1, 1991)

Available through Ingram, DeBoer, Desert Moon,
Don Olson, Small Changes, Armadillo, Ubiquity,
Trinity News and Fine Print.

“Pocts & Writers Magazine moves very well. We sell 95%
of our copies, and the service can’t be beat.”

—Judith’s Room, NYC

English. Primarily issued as a mail order catalogue the
publication entitled I'Essentielle’s Fall 1990 Catalogue
offers 5,000 titles on 120 pages with quarterly up-
dates for (get this) $2.00 postage and handling. It is
available by contacting 1’Essentielle, 420 rue Rachel
est, Montréal Quebec, H2] 2G7. I can’t wait to get
my copy.

That's the news collected for this issue. Starting with the
next issue of FBN, Canadian Content will return to a series of
“guest” authors from across Canada. If I haven't contacted
you, as a Canadian feminist bookseller, and you have a burning
urge to contribute, by all means contact me: I'll be glad to
receive your comments, ideas and articles. It is helpful to send
them directly to me at 1883 Neil Street, Victoria, BC, V8R
3C6 or call me at 604-598-9634. -DIM O
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ANNOUNC

ELNVEIENGES

Oy

The National Women’s Mailing List wants to
trade the use of their mailing list for the distribution
of their registration forms at feminist bookstores. In
exchange for using their mailing list, they’d like you
to give out the NWML registration form at the point
of sale and help build the National Women'’s Mailing
List into a powerful communication resource. Femi-
nist publications also can use the mailing list in ex-
change for reprinting the registration form. Contact:
Susan Horwitz, National Women’s Mailing List, Star
Route 1, Box 55, Estancia NM 87016, 505-384-2571.

Seal Press has purchased a TDD, making it possi-
ble for all Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals as
well as other TDD users to call Seal Press directly for
information, catalog requests, ordering books and any
other questions. The number is 206-283-7844

(V/TDD).
s

Ron Whiteaker, owner of Beyond the Closet Book-
store in Seattle, and John Hall, a sales rep for St. Martin’s

Press, are organizing a Gay & Lesbian Booksellers Net- -

work to exchange information and work on projects of
interest to the industry. Their idea is to get booksellers
to work together to help strengthen the trade, encour-
age new gay and lesbian booksellers, communicate
needs to publishers, and promote gay and lesbian liter-
ature. They see this as a non-political professional orga-
nization. Membership is open to all who define
themselves as booksellers, including but not limited to
bookstore owners and employees, publishers and pub-
lisher representatives, agents, authors and journalists.
Call Ron at 206-382-0664 with ideas and com-
ments about the future of GLBN or write to GLBN,
1202 East Pike St. #737, Seattle WA 98122. This an-

nouncement was also accompanied by a list of ques-
tions/suggestions for input. The questions include:
What would you like GLBN to accomplish? What
should the focus be?

1

What are some of the problems particular to gay
and lesbian bookselling that are not addressed by
organizations such as the ABA?

Would you be interested in participating in na-
tional advertising campaigns for certain books? How
would these be initiated, and by whom? How do we
get more book reviews, author interviews, and co-op
advertising in local, national, and international publi-
cations, both gay and nongay?

How can we communicate effectively with pub-
lishers, both gay and nongay? What do we need to
inform them about our bookselling, and what infor-
mation do we need from them? How can they best
help us financially, and what are their limitations?

What can we do to help authors, and how can we
solicit their support? How can we encourage author
tours, autographings and readings? What is the best
way to communicate with authors, agents and public-
ity departments?

Can bookstores help each other? Is the exchange
of database information, such as new titles, bestseller
lists, sideline items and local publishing sources a
feasible idea? Would this affect the competitive edge?
Are booksellers willing to assist compiling all this
information? Would a Gay and Lesbian Booksellers
Handbook be a useful, affordable, dependable tool or
“A Nightmare On Pulp Street?”

Phone calls, postage, and printing will be GLBN's
major initial expense. Would you be wiling to pay

See Announcements, page 115
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By Carol Seajay

I had a good time at Out/Write this year. But, as I
prepared my talk for the panel on early gay/lesbian
publishing, I was rather struck by the fact that most of
the publishers, whose history I had been asked to tell,
would have been specifically excluded from the confer-
ence by Out/Write’s prohibition against lesbian-only
panels and forums — and that all of those publishers
would have refused to participate because of that pro-
hibition. Realizing that lesbian publishing history was
welcome at this conference — but that the women and
organizations that made it were not — was very...(let me
understate just a bit)...unpleasant. It troubles me that

lesbian writers and publishers who continue to practice

this tradition are systematically excluded from panels
and that no woman-only forums are allowed — yet the
conference is subtitled “National Lesbian & Gay Writers
Conference.” This problem could be resolved by re-ti-
tling the conference “For gay men and lesbians-who-
work-with-gay-men,” but I'd far rather see a change in
format that allows for full lesbian participation.
Granted, this is a writers conference, not a publishers
conference, but most lesbian writing is published by
lesbian publishers —both in the present day and histor-
ically. To exclude any of these publishers is to do a
disservice to the lesbian writers who attend the confer-
ence looking for publishers. It also rewrites lesbian
history in a (gay) male image — which is a disservice to
both lesbians and gay men.

At Out/WriteI also heard a good deal of complaint
that a lesbian-hating novel (or, more specifically, a novel
featuring a rather self-hating lesbian character) was se-
lected asa finalist in the Lambda Literary Award’s Lesbian
Fiction category When I asked for a clue I was told that
it was “a generational thing” (i.e., self-hatred is the “in”
thing with the younger generahon’) I don’t see it my-

self, nor do I see it as grounds for an award. There’s an
overabundance of self-hatred among people who have
AIDS, too, but I can’t imagine that a book featuring such
self-hatred would be nominated in the AIDS category....

o O oooé

Sisterhood is Powerful: When Deborah Glick,
New York’s first openly lesbian legislator, took her
oath of office she swore, not on a Bible, but on a copy
of Robin Morgan’s Sisterhood is Powerful. Is anyone
working on a 25th Anniversary edition of this book?

Teaching Bookselling: ABA is recruiting book-
selling instructors for future Booksellers schools. For
details contact David Reidermann at ABA: 800-637-
0037 ext. 217. The next training program for instruc-
tors will be May 29-30 in NYC.

Media: The March Visibilities features a great inter-
view with Evgenia Debryanskaya, the lesbian co-editor
of Tema, the Moscow lesbian and gay newspaper... A
Dan Rather special news report on Sharon Russell, the
nursing student who was kicked out of nursing school
for being “overweight”, featured footage from the
Wolfe Video production, Fat Lip Reader's Theater. FBN is
still circulating copies of the video about the Bangladesh
feminist bookstore. As Margaret Phillips from The
Northern Women'’s Bookstore (Thunder Bay, Ontario)
says, “It’s wonderful!” Give us a call, or drop me a line,
and we'll send you the next available copy. It only runs
for 10 minutes, but it’s a real inspiration!

“Desert” has a code meaning older and more
lasting than “Desert Shield /Storm.” There’s an affair
in San Diego on “Dinah Shore Weekend” called “A
Desert Music Affair” and you can bet that the audi-
ence is coming out for the likes of Cris Williamson and
Teresa Trull. No military bands need apply!
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Muckraking: Were you as surprised as I by the
headline in American Bookseller “The Movement Moves
On: Trends in Feminist Books”? in which we learned
that “the shift in feminist literature reflects (italics added)
therising popularity of self-healing and recovery books,
especially those on incest and child abuse.” (Gee, and
here I thought that feminists were the ones that started
those trends...) And somehow I didn’t think that the
feminist passion for self-healing, (anti- )racism, spiritu-
ality, and multi-culturalism was news, either. Core sales
areas? You bet! Strong sales? Yep! Interesting? Exciting?
I agree all the way. But not a new trend. But then, given
that this is the first coverage of feminist bookselling in
AB since they were so excited about Murder in the Col-
lective, maybe it is news. Should I be nicer? Are we
supposed to be grateful now?

And More Media: Did you see the (Village) Voice
Literary Supplement that focused on independent
bookstores? (February, 1991.) It included an interest-
ing article on access to capital, the gay (men’s) “book-
store chains” (A Different Light and Lambda Rising)
and the impact they have on gay, gay & lesbian, and
feminist bookselling. Red & Black got a great write-up
in the same issue.

Cooperation and Support: Modern Times, one of
my all time favorite bookstores, celebrates 20 years
this year. Someone asked me (apropos the above arti-
cle) for examples of non-feminist bookstores that

modeled cooperation with other bookstores and “Mod-
ern Times” was the first store that came to mind.
They’ve had twenty years to practice their politic of
supporting other movement bookstores and they’ve
practiced it to a fine art. Maybe cooperation among

And Lack Thereof: Woman in the Moon (WIM)
Publications reports a mega-headache as a result of
printing a book with The Conservatory of American
Letters. For a copy of WIM's five-page letter (subtitled,
”A Cautionary Tale”) write to WIM at Box 137 2215-R
Market St., San Francisco CA 94114 or call 408-253-3329.

True Trivia: I bet you really want to know that
Olivia Records has 2,000 members and mails their cata-
log (featuring books and crafts as well as music) to over
250,000 women... Olivia just celebrated their 18th.

Did you note Bookpeople’s summary of Lynn
Andrews’ latest? “Another from the shaman of Bev-
erly Hills.” That’s Kate Randall (Antigone Books, Tuc-
son) with the sharp eyesight.

Anti-Recession: Lambda Rising’s Baltimore store
has expanded into the entire ground floor of the Gay
and Lesbian Community Center, thereby quadrupling
its size.

Alyson Publications ("The nation’s largest lesbian
and gay publisher") looked at sales since the beginning
of the recession and found that their sales were up 19%
over the same period last year. O
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Back To Press

Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s The Yellow Wallpaper
has reached the 200,000 copies-sold mark, according
to its publisher The Feminist Press.

Jeffner Allen’s Lesbian Philosophy: Explorations (In-
stitute of Lesbian Studies) is to have a fifth printing of
1,500 copies for a total of 7,500 copies in print.

Banned Books went back to press for a second
time with a printing of 2,000 copies of Julia Willis” Who
Wears the Tux? for a total of 5,000, and for a fifth time
with a printing of 2,500 copies of Tee Corinne’s Intri-
cate Passions for a total of 10,000.

Black Heroes of the Wild West (Open Hand) has
gone back to press for a second printing.

Rights

The news from Seal Press is that Argument Ver-
lag has bought the German-language rights to three
titles by Barbara Wilson: The Dog Collar Murders (due
out this year), Gaudi Afternoon and Ambitious Women
(due out in 1992). Seal also sold British rights to Past
Due: A Story of Disability, Pregnancy and Birth by Anne
Finger to Women'’s Press in England. The book is
slated for publication in Fall 1991. Pluto Press pub-
lished the British edition of Getting Free by Ginny
NiCarthy and Sheba Publishers, also in England,
bought the British rights to Sarah Schulman’s Girls,
Visions & Everything. Publication is set for Fall 1991.
Penguin/New Zealand, the original publishers of
Glory Days by Rosie Scott (Seal, 1989), has sold the
film rights to Patric Juillet and will be shooting it in
Auckland, New Zealand soon. Seal also reports that
The Black Women's Health Book was its best selling title
in 1990. Many stores now are highlighting the book
for Black History Month.

Amanita Enterprises writes that Work for a Mil-
lion, Beyond Hope and the new Uneasy Lies, all by Eve
Zaremba, have been bought by Eichborn Verlag in
Frankfurt, Germany. As of June 1, 1991, the three titles,

published by Amanita, will by handled in the United
States and Canada by Second Story Press.

Naiad Press has sold the rights to I Left My Heart,
Jaye Maiman's just-released mystery, to Daphne Verlag
in Germany. Daphne Verlag now holds the rights to
nine Naiad titles. Tokyo Sogen Sha, the Japanese pub-
lisher that just bought the rights to all four Kate
Delafield mysteries by Katherine V. Forrest (including
the yet-to-be written Murder By Tradition), plans an
initial press run of 20,000+ copies per title. Rights to
Murder By Tradition also have been purchased by Pan-
dorain England. Naiad has sold Pat Welch’s Murder By
The Book to Frauenoffensive in Germany. Cop Out,
Claire McNab’s fourth Carol Ashton mystery, has been
sold to Allen Unwin in Australia and Silvermoon in
London. Sales are pending in Germany and Holland.

Sarah Lucia Hoagland at The Institute of Lesbian
Studies tells us that Orlanda Frauenverlag in Berlin,
is translating and publishing her book Lesbian Ethics.
The press will distribute the book in Germany, Austria
and Switzerland. Lesbian Ethics is now on its third
printing of 5,000 and will soon be available in Braille.

Awards
Don’t: A Woman'’s Word by Elly Danica earned the
Canadian Wholesalers Award, a $1,000 prize, for
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OVER 40,000 READERS EVERY MONTH

The Women’s Review

of Books

COMING TO THE ABA IN JUNE:
VISIT US IN THE SMALL PRESS SECTION,
BOOTH 5240

The most influential English-language book
review of women'’s writing

Publishing since 1983

Booksellers, librarians, professors, re-
viewers and consumers rely on The
Women'’s Review for information about the
latest fiction and nonfiction by, about and of
interest to women

V The bookseller’s, librarian’s and re-
viewer’s screening guide

V The professor’s course adoption re-
source for Women'’s Studies

V The publisher’s point of purchase sales
tool

We're distributed by Inland, Ingram, Don
Olson (Minneapolis), Small Changes (Seattle),
Doormouse (Toronto) and Giovanni’s Room
(overseas orders)

Cover price $2.00, US individual subscriptions
$16.00/year

The Women'’s Review of Books

Wellesley College Ctr for Research on Women
Wellesley, MA 02181

(617) 431-1453 / FAX (617) 239-1150
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being voted best mass market book of the year. Some
25,000 copies of the book have been sold in Canada.
Don't, originally published by the Canadian press
Ragweed, is published in Canada by Bantam/Seal
and in the United States by Cleis.

The Newfoundland Department of Education
has accepted Pemmican Publication’s Honour the
Sun, by Ruby Slipperjack, into the Grade Eleven
Curriculum under Canadian Literature, Heritage
Studies. Teachers now use the novel as a core course
in English Studies for graduation purposes. Contact
Pemmican at 412 McGregor St., Winnipeg, MB Can-
ada R2W 4X5.

The Coretta Scott King awards for outstanding
books by African-American authors and illustrators
have gone to Mildred D. Taylor for The Road to Mem-
phis (Dial) and to Leo and Diane Dillon for Aida, as told
by Leontyne Price (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich). Tay-
lor also wrote Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Song of the
Trees, The Friendship, Gold Cadillac and Let the Circle Be
Broken.

Canadian novelist, short-story writer and drama-
tist Audrey Thomas won the Canada-Australia Liter-
ary Prize, an honor which includes a $3,000 cash
award and a four-week tour of Australia. Author of
The Wild Blue Yonder, Ten Green Bottles, Mrs. Blood,
Blown Figures, Munchmeyer and Prospero on the Is-
land, Songs My Mother Taught Me, Latakia, Intertidal
Life, Ladies and Escorts, Real Mothers and Goodbye
Harold, Good Luck, Thomas was cited for her “style,
wit and humanity.” Previous Canadian winners in-
clude Alice Munro, Mavis Gallant and Sharon Pollock;
Australian winners included Elizabeth Jolley.

Q))rl

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has awarded
the Arte Publico Press of the University of Houston a
$50,000 grant for editorial development. The grant
was part of the foundation’s new program for non-
profit literary publishers.

The American Journal of Nursing gave Hazelden’s
The Caregivers’ Journey: When You Love Someone With
AIDS, by Mel Pohl, Deniston Kay and Doug Toft, the
1991 Book of the Year award in the Community Health
category. -AM O
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New Stores

New Zealand has a new feminist bookstore. Sue
Ash and R. Diggins recently opened a spiritual
women’s bookshop. You can reach them at 23 Kiln St.,
Silverstream, Upper Hutt, NZ.

We're delighted to report that Lansing MI will
again have a women’s bookstore. Kip Kozlowski
plans to open the store. Send catalogs, information
and lots of energy to her at 2058 La Mer, Haslett MI
48840.

Good things do happen on April 15. That’s the
day Tamara Bartlett will open Abaton Books, a new
feminist bookstore in Colorado Springs CO. The store
will feature feminist writers and carry a mix of spiri-

tual and recovery books. Send congratulations to the -

store at 2525 W. Pikes Peak, Colorado Springs CO
80904.

Anne Marks and Kerry Kaus have opened a
bookstore in Visalia CA. Kindred Spirit Bookshop will
focus on feminist, lesbian and gay and alternative
books. Their address is 1110 N. Ben Maddox Way,
Visalia CA 93291; 209-625-0978.

Stacey Rohrbaugh and Judy Nawrozki from Bal-
timore are hoping to open a feminist bookstore in the
Frederick MD area. All suggestions and help will be
greatly appreciated. Send ideas to Judy Nawrozki, 1320
Kenton Road, Baltimore MD 21234; 301-882-6484.

Monica Vaughan would appreciate information
and input from booksellers on how to starta women'’s
bookshop. Send information to her at 12131 Rip Van
Winkle, Houston TX 77024; 713-932-9821.

Nannette Valpe writes FBN that she is “toying
with the idea of opening a feminist book, record, art,
feminilia type store.” Send her information at 2401 N.
56th Terrace., Hollywood FL 33021.

Elaine Holenko plans to open a store in New
Jersey and wants to hear from distributors and pub-

lishers. She’s especially interested in women'’s studies,
children’s books, ecology and the environment. Con-
tact her at 79 Clearmont Ave., Denville NJ 07834.

Thea Agee is opening a bookstore in Houston TX
that will stock lesbian, gay, environmental, and spiri-
tual/metaphysical books are featured in a new book-
store in Houston TX. Send catalogs to Thea at 7547
Thurow, Houston TX 77087; 713-644-4765.

PP

Ponder Pocket is a new woman-owned general
independent bookstore with a strong commitment to
feminist, lesbian and gay, women'’s studies, health and
children’s books. Contact them at 125 E. 10th St., Du-
rango CO 81301; 303-259-9335.

Atticus Books in Greensboro NC is expanding its
stock of lesbian and gay titles. Send information and
catalogs to Warren Kessler, Atticus Books, Brassfield
Shopping Center, 3719 Battleground Ave., Greensboro
NC 27410.

Springfield IL will soon have a new bookstore,
called Two Stories on Second Street. Send information
to Nola Joyce, Two Stories on Second Street, 1129%2
South Second St., Springfield IL 62704.

A new bookstore is opening in Modesto, CA. Get
in touch with Lucinda Boyden, 920 Hackberry Ave.,
Modesto CA 95350; 209-521-6885.

Metamorphosis, a mail order service for groups
in therapy, has taken up residence in Long Island City
NY. For information, contact Michelle Poll at PO Box
6245, Long Island City NY 11106; 718-728-4615.

There’s also a new mail order book service based
in San Diego. Write to Okapi Productions, Susan Brid-
ges, PO Box 16895, San Diego CA 92176; 619-593-0275.
The shipping address is 1510 B Granite Hills Dr., El
Cajon CA 92019.
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Closed

Storytellers Books and Gifts in Ventura CA has
closed. Although the gifts sold well, owner Suzanne
Trupp writes FBN that Ventura wasn’t ready for a
women and children’s bookstore.

Moved

Paradigm, the new feminist bookstore in San
Diego (see profile this issue) has moved to a much
larger, much lovelier location. They’re now at 3343
Adams Ave, San Diego CA 92116. The new phone
number is 619-563-1981. FAX: 619-563-1832.

A Woman'’s Place Bookstore in Salt Lake City has
moved. Their not-so-new address is 1400 Foothill
Drive, Foothill Village, Suite 240, Salt Lake City UT

84108. "
"
=

Magazines Move, Too

Visibilities magazine has a change of address. You
can reach them at PO Box 1169, Olney MD 20830.

Fighting Woman News, the 15-year-old women’s
martial arts and self-defense quarterly has been sold
to Frances Steinberg, an accupuncturist and kung-fu
instructor. The magazine’s new address is Fighting
Woman News, 11438 Z Cronridge Dr.,, Owings Mills
MD 21117.

After fifteen years at the University of Colo-
rado, Boulder, Frontiers: A Journal of Women'’s Studies
has moved to the Women Studies Program at the
University of New Mexico where it will be pub-
lished under the direction of Louise Lamphere/
editor, Jane Slaughter/Associate editor, and Marga-
ret Randall/Managing editor. The journal will con-
tinue to publish significant contributions to
scholarship on women in the humanities and social
sciences, as well as photography, review essays,
creative work, and interviews. Manuscripts that
emphasize the diversity of women’s lives as they
are shaped by race, ethnicity, class, sexual prefer-
ence, and region are especially welcome. The first
issue from the New Mexico collective will be pub-
lished in late June and will include previously un-
published work by Zora Neale Hurston, a
symposium on women in the American West,
poetry by Audre Lorde and short stories by Beth
Brant. Look for it at Inland.

Books Travel On

Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon are hard at work on
a 20-year update of Lesbian/Woman. If they meet their
deadlines it will be out this fall!

The POWER Players, a novel about a NOW look-
alike organization and the women who run it, is (fi-
nally) available from Inland and Baker & Taylor. Now
that you can finally get it, it should sell reasonably well
out of the lesbian section.

As of June 1, Second Story press will be handling
sales and distribution of all Amanita Press titles in
both the U.S. and Canada and will be available
through InBook. Eve Zaremba writes “For all practical
purposes Amanita will cease to exist by the end of next
year; [ just couldn’t be a writer and a publisher simul-
taneously.”

Feminist Press titles are no longer available from
Inland, as you probably already know — a situation
that has frustrated a large number of feminist book-
sellers if FBN’s mailbag is any indication. Many of
Feminist Press titles are available from the following
distributors: Talman, B&T, Bookpeople, the distribu-
tors, Bookslinger, & Gordons.

Carole Spearin McCauley’s Happenthing In Travel
On, originally published by Daughters Press, is now
available from The Women'’s Press/U.K. In 1992 the
Women'’s Press will publish her new work, Cold Steal,
a medical mystery.

o

i

Inventory nightmare: There are not one, nor
two, nor three, but five (5!) books titled Double Duty
— all by Claudia Black. The “mother” book (pub-
lished by Ballantine) is a thick cloth volume address-
ing the complications of being an adult child of an
alcoholic and having two alcoholic parents, being an
only child, a person of color, gay or lesbian, phsically
disabled, chemically dependent, food addicted,
and/or sexually or physicallyabused as a child. Four
paperback books have been released by MAC Pub-
lishing that include the overview chapters and ad-
dress specific issues. The books are titled Double
Duty — Gay-Lesbian; Double Duty — Chemically De-
pendent; Double Duty — Food Addiction; and Double
Duty — Sexual Abuse. Order the paperbacks from
MAC, 5005 East 39th Ave., Denver CO 80207. And
good luck keeping track of them! -AM&CS O
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WRITING WANTED

ST e B g O

Writers may submit up to five unpublished
poems for an anthology of lesbian erotic poetry. Send
SASE, a one paragraph biography and one paragraph
about your interest in erotic/sex writing to Tee A.
Corinne, PO Box 278, Wolf Creek, OR 97497. Dead-
line: June 1, 1991. A project on lesbian art and artists
also is in the works. For information, send a SASE to
the above address.

Stories, short-short stories, excerpts from novels,
and poems about relationships with lovers, male and
female, wanted for Lovers, an anthology of writings by
women to be published by The Crossing Press in 1992.
For guidelines or submissions, send SASE to Amber
Coverdale Sumrall, 434 Pennsylvania Ave., Santa
Cruz, CA 95062. Deadline: October 1, 1991.

Queer Press, a new Canadian lesbian and gay
publishing company, wants writing and art work (do
not send originals) for an anthology by and about
lesbian and gay survivors of childhood sexual abuse.
Send SASE and a brief biography to Q. Press, PO Box
485, Station ‘P, Toronto ONT, M5S 2T1 Canada. Dead-
line: May 15, 1991.

Joan Nestle and John Preston invite queries for an
anthology of essays, tentatively titled Brothers and Sis-
ters?, by lesbians and gay men on their relationships
with one another. For guidelines, write John Preston,
Box 5314, Portland, ME 04101.

P o RSN D

Lise Weil is seeking creative, passionate, un-
censored responses to the question “What is a les-
bian?” Unpublished writing welcome; reprints will be
considered. Send SASE to Lise Weil at PO Box 70,
Montague, MA 01351.

Short fiction, poetry and cartoons by lesbians and
gay men wanted for a collection of “Ex-Lover Weird

Shit.” Send submissions, brief biography and SASE to
Debra Riggin Waugh, PO Box 5243, Takoma Park, MD
20913. Deadline: September 1, 1991.

Alyson Publications is seeking writing for an an-
thology of lesbian erotic fiction. Send typed, double-
spaced submissions and SASE to Karen Barber,
Alyson Publications, 40 Plympton St., Boston, MA
02118. Deadline: March 30, 1991.

W I B 5

Madwoman Press in Northboro, MA is accepting
manuscripts by, for and about lesbians. The press is
interested in cartoons, comics and novel-length ro-
mances, mysteries, adventure/spy stories, science fic-
tions, erotica and westerns. For manuscript guidelines
send SASE to Madwoman Press, PO Box 690,
Northboro, MA 01532.

Alice James Books has announced it will be ac-
cepting book-length poetry manuscripts between Au-
gust 1 and September 10, 1991 for the fourth Beatrice
HawleyAward. The press, an 18-year-old cooperative
with an emphasis on publishing poetry by women,
will publish the winning collection in 1992. For more
information, contact Alice James Books, Hawley
Award, 33 Richdale Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02140.

Submissions sought for an anthology on women
exploring interactions of body, mind and emotion.
Before sending manuscripts, send a SASE for informa-
tion to Arachne Stevens, 50 Pleasant St. #9E, Brook-
line, MA 02146.

Matriart, the feminist art journal published by the
Women'’s Art Resource Centre, needs articles, reviews,
criticism, poetry, short fiction, visual art and listings
of upcoming events, discussions, job postings and
exhibitions. The journal will feature Native artists in
the Summer 1991 issue. Send submissions to The

Volume 13 Number 6

51

March/April 1991

This content downloaded from
70.126.145.227 on Sat, 19 Mar 2022 17:44:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



Feminist Bookstore News

Women'’s Art Resource Centre, 394 Euclid Ave. Suite
308, Toronto, ONT M6G 259 Canada. Deadline: April
5,.1991.

Bobbie Bowden wants to hear from people who
have had a dream or vision they think may have
meaning for humankind. Send submissions to her at
Lightspeak, Cucumber Alley, Schenectady, NY 12305;
or phone 518-374-4369.

LTI

Writing Workshops

The Flight of the Mind announces that its eighth
annual summer writing workshop for women will be
July 28 to August 4 in Oregon. It will be led by Suniti
Namjoshi, Evelyn C. White, Judith Barrington,
Theresa Clark and Gillian Hanscombe. Fees range
from $425 to $615. Scholarships and college credit
available. For brochure, send a 29 cent stamp (no
envelope) to Flight of the Mind, 622 S.E. 29th Ave,,
Portland, OR 97214.

The 17th annual Feminist Women’s Writing
Workshop will be July 14-26 at Wells College, Aurora
NY. Speakers are Jewelle Gomez, Grace Paley and

Nancy Bereano. Faculty are Mary Gilliland and Shay
Youngblood. Scholarships available. Send query by
April 15. For brochure, send SASE to Rachel Guido
deVries, Director, FWWW, PO Box 6583, Ithaca NY
14851.

The West Coast Women and Words Society will
hold its seventh annual summer school / writing retreat
for women — West Word VII — from August 11-24 at
the Canadian International College in North Vancou-
ver. Instructors are Maria Campbell, Eve Zaremba and
Gay Allison; guest readers are Sky Lee and Lee Mara-
cle. For a brochure/application for this two-week resi-
dential program, write West Coast Women and Words,
#210-640 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V5Z 1G4. Ap-
plication deadline: May 10, 1991.

lllustrators Needed

The new Alyson Wonderland imprint, which
plans to publish six children’s books a year, is looking
forillustrators. Many styles welcome, from black-and-
white drawings to full-color artwork. Send copies (no
originals) to Sasha Alyson, Alyson Publications, 40
Plympton St., Boston MA 02118. Do not send anything
that needs to be returned. -AM O

xxxxxxxxx

~

SV

viewpoint.

FACT Overall, women write 27% of

- front-page articles in major newspapers in
the United States.

FACT Only 11% of first-page news stories
are dedicated to women’s lives.

FED UP ? Then look at ON
THE ISSUES, a quarterly
magazine filled with in-depth
=~ political analysis and book,
music and film reviews, all
from a progressive, feminist

You’ll like our women cen-

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR
ON THE ISSUES, 97-77 Queens Blvd. Forest Hills, NY 11374

tered brand of investigative
reporting alongside provoca-
tive interviews with women
well known and unknown,
and astute, savvy commen-
tary on the ever-changing
landscape of movements for
social change.
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BiESESE LEBERS

]

2

il

2

For Women Only (Mail Order)
Columbiana, OH
1990 Bestsellers

HEALTHCARE RESOURCES

Thirteen Steps: An Empowerment Process for
Women, Bonnie Swan.

Ourselves, Growing Older: Women Aging with
Knowledge and Power, Paula Brown Doress,
Diana Laskin Siegal and The Midlife and Older
Women Book Project.

Menopause: A Self-Care Manual, Santa Fe Health
Education Project.

Complaints and Disorders: The Sexual Politics of
Sickness, Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre
English.

Women'’s Health Perspectives: An Annual
Review, Volume I, edited by Carol ] Leppa and
Connie Miller.

How to Stay Out of the Gynecologist’s Office, The
Federation of Feminist Women'’s Health Centers.
The Black Women’s Health Book: Speaking for
Ourselves, edited by Evelyn C. White.

Witches Heal: Lesbian Herbal Self-Suffiency,
Billie Potts.

The Playbook for Women about Sex, Joani Blank.
Making Peace with Food: A Step-by-Step Guide
to Freedom from Diet and Weight Conflict,
Susan Kano.

For Her Own Good: 150 Years of the Experts’
Advice to Women, Barbara Ehrenreich and Deir-
dre English.

Bookwoman
Austin, Texas
January/February Bestsellers
Making Face, Making Soul, Gloria Anzaldua,
Spinsters/Aunt Lute.
Yours In Struggle, Elly Bulkin, et al., Firebrand.

w

10
11

12

13

14

15
15

16

17
18
19
20

Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan, Ivy.

Zami: A New Spelling of My Name, Audre Lorde,
Crossing.

When Heaven and Earth Changed Places, Le Ly
Hayslip, NAL.

The Woman Warrior, Maxine Hong Kingston, Ran-
dom.

Loving in the War Years, Cherrié Moraga, South
End.

Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza,
Gloria Anzaldta, Spinsters/Aunt Lute.

Talking Back, bell hooks, South End.

Beloved, Toni Morrison, NAL.

Feminism Unmodified, Catherin MacKinnon,
Harvard.

Writing A Woman'’s Life, Carolyn Heilbrun,
Ballantine.

Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, Jeanette
Winterson, Atlantic.

The Female Body and the Law, Zillah Eisenstein,
University of California Press.

Henry & June, Anais Nin, HB]J.

Straight From the Heart, Ann Richards, Simon &
Schuster.

Lesbian Bedtime Stories II, Terry Woodrow,
Tough Dove.

The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood, Fawcett.
Slick, Camarin Grae, Naiad.

Ceremonies of the Heart, Becky Butler, Seal.
Delta of Venus, Anais Nin, Simon & Schuster.
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Clairelight
Santa Rosa, CA
Bestsellers

JANUARY

1 Staying Power: Long Term Lesbian
Relationships, Susan E. Johnson, Naiad.

2 How to Talk so Kids Will Listen and Listen so
Kids Will Talk, Adele Faber & Elaine Mazlish,
Avon Books.

3 Lesbian Erotic Dance, JoAnn Loulan, Spinsters
Book Company.

4 Education of Little Tree, Forrest Carter, University
of New Mexico Press.

5 Lesbian Bedtime Stories II, Terry Woodrow,
Tough Dove [7].

6 Places of Interest to Women, M. Ferrari, Ferrari
Publications.

7 Slick, Camarin Grae, Naiad.

8 When I Am an Old Woman I Shall Wear Purple,
Sandra Martz, Papier-Mache.

9 Iluminations, Stephen C. Paul, HarperCollins [5].

10 Different Mothers, Louise Rafkin, Cleis Press.
11 Side By Side, Isabel Miller, Naiad [4].

DECEMBER (Not on January List)
1 Wild Mind: Living the Writer’s Life, Natalie
Goldberg, Bantam.
2 Wisdom of the Heart, Karen Signell, Bantam.
6 Wish You Were Here, Rita Mae Brown, Bantam [10].
9 Quotable Women (mini), Running Press.
10 Bean Trees, Barbara Kingsolver, HarperCollins.

[#] = Position on list a month earlier. @)

ABA, continued from page 34
idea-exchanging sessions for booksellers interested in
special subject areas.”

So who are these Roundtables for? Specialty book-
stores ( per the title) or for every general bookstore
with a feminist, mystery, and/or cookbook section?
Each year we are told that the intention of the sessions
is to provide a forum for Specialty bookstores and we
are given verbal assurances that next year the focus
really will be on Specialty bookstores. And this year,
once again, the program description shifts the focus
away from specialty bookstores.

Many specialty booksellers (from feminist book-
sellers to cookbook stores) find that time taken from

the convention floor is well spent with other specialty
booksellers — but time spent tutoring general book-
sellers in the fine arts of their specialty area, while very
useful to the general bookseller, is a poor use of the
specialist’stimeat ABA. Asthe program is written, it’s
hard for specialty booksellers to know if the sessions
will be worth attending or not.

At last year’s Feminist Specialty Bookstore
Roundtable, tables were set aside for Specialty Book-
stores who wanted to meet with other specialty book-
sellers. Sandi Torkildson, this year’s facilitator for the
Feminist Bookstore Roundtable, will do likewise.
Maybe this will be resolved by next year.

The ABA’s Annual Membership Meeting is Sun-
day from 4:15-5:30. Unless you're tired of having the
ABA under the control of booksellers and you want to
elect a Chairman [sic] next year instead of a President,
be there. (See above.)

South End Press is organizing a reception to increase
the political presence at ABA on Sunday at 5:30 (location
to be announced). bell hooks will deliver a keynote ad-
dress about the importance of diversity in publishing, a
diversity that is measured in political, cultural, class,
racial, gender-based, and spiritual terms, and publishers
and booksellers with a political passion will have a
chance to gather and discuss increasing their presence
and visibility at future ABAs. Proposals include an an-
nual reception and developing a “political” aisleat ABA.

MONDAY

“Challenges and Opportunities: Positioning the
African-American Books in Our Marketplace” will
examine cultural/ethnic differences as they relate to
the bookseller. Moderated by Clara Villarosa, Hue-
Man Experience Bookstore with speakers Glenderlyn
Johnson, Black Books Plus; Sharon Howard, Schom-
burg Center; and Phyllis Mac, NY Public Library.
Monday, 2:00-3:30.

Good grapevine: Word is that ABA will arrange
for the recycling of abandoned paper (fliers, catalogs,
etc.) left at the convention and for food that isn't
served at meals to be forwarded to a shelter. —-CS O

TTHINHHI
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L. ART BOOKS

By Tee Corinne

Mixed Blessings: New Art In A Multicultural
America by Lucy R. Lippard deals with the work of
both women and men from a feminist, highly politi-
cized perspective. It's gorgeous, full of illustrations,
personal histories, and thoughtful analysis. It is gay
positive and massively inclusive, accessible for casual
reading and an indispensable reference work. Pan-
theon, $24.95 pb, 0-679-72966-6; $50 cl, 0-394-57759-0.

Frida Kahlo: The Brush of Anguish by Martha
Zamora gives us a thoughtful examination of Kahlo
(1907-1954), born of a German Jewish father and a
Mexican mother who is known for her vividly col-

ored, autobiographical paintings, her Communist -

political associations and her tumultuous personal
life which included marriage to the Mexican muralist
Diego Rivera. At eighteen she was severely injured in
a streetcar accident. The resulting damage to her
body was the subject of many of her paintings. This
book has glorious full color reproductions of her
paintings and many photos of Kahlo and her associ-
ates. Chronicle Books, $29.95 cl, 0-87701-746-8.

Stitched From the Soul: Slave Quilts from the
Ante-Bellum South by Gladys-Marie Fry, Ph.D., is an
intense and lovely book inspired by family stories
about the creative work of the author’s great-great-
grandmother. Along with the quilts there is a wealth of
historical information, narratives, folklore and photo-
graphs. This book admirably begins to fill in some of
the gaps in U.S. official art history as well as in the
history of quilting. Dutton, $18.95 pb 0-525-48535-X.

Women In Architecture: A Contemporary Per-
spectiveby Clare Lorenz presents the work of forty-eight
women from twenty nations, detailing their education
and accomplishments and offering photos and diagrams
of their projects. Rizzoli, $29.95 pb, 0-8478-1277-4.

One of the women featured in Women In Ar-
chitecture is the subject of another new book, Eva
Jiricna: Design in Exile, by Martin Pawley. Jiricna
(b. 1939) has worked in London since leaving her
native Czechoslovakia in 1968. Her designs are
modern, elegant and spare, using what has been
called “a poetic manipulation of steel and glass.”
The text is exceptionally interesting. Rizzoli, $19.95

[MIXED BLESS 4]

NEW ART IN A MULTICULTURAL AMERICA

LUCY R LIPPARD

Photo historian Peter E. Palmquist has written
and self-published three books about women photo-
graphers. These are labors of love printed in very
small editions (300 and 500 copies). Elizabeth
Fleischmann: Pioneer X-Ray Photographer discusses
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the life and work of San Francisco’s first radiologist.
$7.50 pb, saddle-stitched, no ISBN. A Bibliography of
Writings by and about Women in Photography: 1850-
1950 is a small treasure of a reference book with en-
gaging annotations. $10 pb, saddle-stitched, no ISBN.
Shadowcatchers: A Directory of Women in California
Photography before 1901 includes “life dates, place of
origin and life chronology...occupation with dates and
places active” and photos of the women and their
work when available. The notations preserve much of
the source language. You might want to put up a notice
about this book in the art section so that people can ask
you to special order it. $40 pb, perfect bound, 120 illus-
trations, no ISBN. Palmquist, 1183 Union St. Arcata, CA
95521, 40% discount, no min. Postage will be billed.

s

Alyson Publications is entering the art publishing
field with two books about gay male photographers.
A book about lesbian photographers is now in the
planning stages. Himage, photographs by Richard
Plowright, features white and Black men in cheese-
cake, humorous poses (bare buttocks framed by an
auto tire with the title “Tread Softly”). Alyson, $15 pb,
1-55583-160-5. Look Back in Joy: A Celebration of
Gay Lovers by Malcolm Boyd with photographs by
Crawford Barton contains tender, evocative, some-
times stunning images of mostly clothed individual

men combined with a text about erotic encounters.
Alyson, $12.95 pb, 1-55583-173-7.

Abrams is to be commended for their substantive
books about women in the arts. Many of them are
expensive, so will be of more interest to librarians. All
are exquisitely produced.

Mary Cassatt by Susan E. Meyer introduces young
readers to this remarkable U.S. painter (1844-1926), one
of the few women involved with the French Impression-
ist movement. The quality illustrations, interesting text
and, for an art book, modest price make this book espe-
cially appealing. Abrams, $17.95 cl, 0-8109-3154-0.

Despite its price tag, I think Women Photogra-
phers by Constance Sullivan can sell in some women'’s
bookstores. It is a massive undertaking, weaving an
informative text around the work of seventy-three
photographers active from the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury to the present. Abrams, $65 cl, 0-8109-3950-9.

Mary Frank by Hayden Herrea focuses on the life
work of Frank (b. 1933) who is best known for large,
sensuous, evocatively fragmented sculptures of
women. Abrams, $49.50 cl, 0-8109-3301-2.

Love For Sale: The Words and Pictures of Barbara
Kruger, text by Kate Linker, deals with the work of a
contemporary artist (b. 1945) who combines words and
images in a highly confrontive way: Agit-prop cele-
brated as high art. Abrams, $29.95 cl, 0-8109-1219-8.

Liubov Popova by Dmitri V. Sarabianov and
Natalia L. Adaskina is the first full study in English of

See Art Books, page 86

“Limelight specializes in paperback reprints of books about the arts. If [Stormy Weather and
Women in Theatre] are typical they are doing us all a great service.”” —Feminust Bookstore News

STORMY
WEATHER

= i
(Yfbserts( f feroines

WOMEN HIGH TIMES
THEATRE HARD TIMES

...by Lou Salomé, *‘who symbolizes
the struggle to transcend conventions
and traditions in ideas and in living"
(Anais Nin). First published in 892
and hailed by Ibsen himself, this book
lays bare the crises of will and spirit
that his heroines undergo—leading to
both defeat and triumph. */bsen’s
Heroines surely reflects women of
today" (Liv Ullmann).

$8.95 pb, 0-87910-131-8

English translation by Siegfried Mandel.

The Music and Lives of a Century of
Jazzwomen by Linda Dahl *'is so good
you can read it through from start to
finish or dip in anywhere and become
totally engrossed.”

—Feminist Bookstore News

$14.95 pb, 0-87910-128-8

Compassion & Hope edited by Karen
Malpede *'is an inspiring collection of
writings by theatre women from Fanny
Kemble (1809-1893) to Edwina Lee
Taylor (b.1944). Each excerpt is placed
historically by superb introductory
texts."  —Feminist Bookstore News

$9.95 pb, 0-87910-035-4

Limelight Editions
I'18 E. 30th St. New York, NY 10016

...by Anita O'Day (with George Eells)
is *‘a valuable, revealing and read-at-a-
gulp account of a premier American
artist and the punishing winds that
shaped her life and her craft."—San
Francisco Chronicle. . ."" The best jazz
autobiography I've ever read." —
Toronto Globe and Mail . . .

“A remarkably truthful book."—The
Chicago Tribune.

$12.95 pb, 0-87910-118-0
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SUSANNA STURGIS 55

g

ON

2> SCIENCE FICTION

You’ll notice that this column is somewhat
shorter than usual, especially in the first-hand reviews
department. The reasons are twofold: during January
and February I was acting features editor for the
Martha's Vineyard Times (as well as proofreader, free-
lance copy editor, and f/sf anthology editor); plus I've
been junketing about, guesting at science fiction con-
ventions (three in six weeks). Not only do these pro-
vide opportunities to revel and/or wallow in talk
about books, publishing, politics, and other funissues,
but it’s a great way to discover previously overlooked
titles, often by meeting their authors. You'll see some
of the results here and in subsequent columns.

More than balancing the aggravations of anthol-

ogy editing (perpetual backlogs, that handful of writ- -

ers who think it’s clever to shortchange you on
SASEg, etc.) are the satisfactions, one of the biggest of
which are the long-distance friendships developed
with writers you publish (and some you don’t). So
I'm pleased to call your attention to some milestones,
like Eleanor Arnason’s new novel (see below, under
“William Morrow”); Carol Severance, whose story
“Shark-Killer” appears in The Women Who Walk
Through Fire, has sold her first sf novel, Reefsong,
to Ballantine/Del Rey; J.L. Comeau’s W3F story,
“Firebird,” has been picked up for Karl Edward
Wagner’s The Year’s Best Horror Stories (1990) — a
very big deal.

At much-too-long last, Rachel Pollack’s Unquench-
able Fire hasa U.S. publisher: Overlook Press. You may
be sick of “what’s wrong with publishing” stories, but
I'm still astonished that the winner of Britain’s major sf
award wasn’t snapped up long ago. You pagan types
and modern mythologists have a treat coming.

Kristine Kathryn Rusch, whose “Heading West”
is in my third anthology, Dreams in a Minor Key
(we're all trying to ignore the generic title the pub-

lisher hung on it), is the new editor of The Magazine of
Fantasy and Science Fiction, as well as continuing as
editor at Pulphouse. With World Fantasy and John C.
Campbell awards in her pocket, she’s nobody’s new-
comer — keep an eye out.

ISBNs are now included wherever available.
Note too that the new practice among f/sf mass mar-
ket publishers is to price books (e.g.) $4.99 instead of
$4.95. I heard someone estimate how many more mil-
lions they expect to make because of the four-cent
increase, but I’ve blocked it out.

BAEN BOOKS

World Spirits, by Aline Boucher Kaplan, $4.50.
Sometimes the only way to find promise amid dreck
is to meet the author; after hearing Aline Kaplan speak
at Arisia 2, I say check out this, her new (March) novel.
Her first, Khyren (0-671-69781-1, $3.50), features a
contemporary woman who wakes in a neo-medieval
and intensely patriarchal world.

BANTAM/SPECTRA

The Deceivers, by Louise Cooper (0-553-28821-0,
$4.50). Book onein “The Chaos Gate Trilogy” by this very
good English fantasy writer features a “child of Chaos,”
a young woman who looks like a formidable anti-hero.

Transition, by Vonda N. McIntyre (0-553-28850-4,
$4.95), as fervently hoped, does follow Starfarers, in
which the crew of a vast research starship placed
knowledge and humanity before political expedience
and disobeyed the government. This one deals with
this mission’s “first contact” with alien life. Recom-
mended. McIntyre recently sold a third volume, Expe-
dition, to Bantam.
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Spring titles from The Crossing Press
Women'’s Glib

A Collection of Women’s Humor
M Edited by Rosalind Warren

5 A unique collection of state-of-the-art feminist
MOTHER S humor. Includes selected stories, cartoons,
D AUGHTER poems, essays and photos by Nicole Hollander,
Alison Bechdel, Alice Kahn, Nora Ephron,
Stories by Wamen &1 Maya Angelou, Gail Sausser, Lynda Barry and
60 other women wits.

% : # . kL o
EDITED BY IRENE ZAHAA s
Go ARGAD,g l 5
Hake Me -1 4o

$9.95 ISBN 0-89594-464-2 B Gl

My Mother’s
Daughter

Stories by Women
Edited by Irene Zahava

Twenty-six stories revealing the
mother/daughter relationship by Louise

= A cc:)u EC”?ﬁC}N C}F

Erdrich, Vivian Gornick, Barbara B WOMEN'S HUMOR
Kingsolver, Audre Lorde, Grace Paley, 3

Amy Tan, Joyce Carol Oates and i :
many others. $10.95 ISBN 0-89594—466-9
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Spring titles from The Crossing Press

Lesbian L
Lesbian Love ““Sons™

Storles . Edited by Irene Zahava

rOLUM E Twenty-mx aut}10rs write about lesbian

life and loves, in stories that explore

passion, obsession, flings, monogamy,
‘ 1 seduction, first dates, fantasies, long-
term relationships, crushes, loyalty,
break-ups, reconciliation, jealousy,
celebrations—and much more.

And don’t forget...
Lesbian Love Stories
VOLUME 1

$9.95/ ISBN 0-89594-341-7

“The pleasures of the collection are

”

many...
—Publishers Weekly

Edzz‘ed by Irene Zahava

$9.95 ISBN 0-89594-462-6

“...gasps and sighs of 