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For Immediate Release
The Lesbian Poetry Archive Publishes New, Electronic Edition
of Two Chapbooks by Stephania Byrd
Stephania Byrd published two chapbooks, 25 Years of Malcontent (Boston, MA: Good Gay Poets, 1976) and A Distant Footstep on the Plain (1981). Both are now out of print. These two chapbooks represent a vibrant part of the history of lesbian print culture. The Lesbian Poetry Archive is pleased to present a new electronic edition of both of these books, available for free to all readers with an internet connection.
In her new afterword, Byrd writes, “Black lesbian identity is political and will remain political as long as corrective rape is practiced on black lesbian women who live on the African continent. Therefore it is incumbent upon me to publish my poetry because a poem will find its way to my sister soldiers as they lie quietly waiting for danger to pass. It has the capacity to buoy one when she thinks she may perish; it gives her strength to move on.” 
In an introduction to the collection, Lesbian Poetry Archive curator Julie R. Enszer writes, “25 Years of Malcontent and A Distant Footstep on the Plain are wonderfully engaging collections of poetry that situate Byrd as a vibrant American poet worthy of more attention.”
Readers can download and share 25 Years of Malcontent/A Distant Footstep on the Plain at the Lesbian Poetry Archive, www.LesbianPoetryArchive.org. Click on ebooks at www.LesbianPoetryArchive.org or direct your browser to http://www.lesbianpoetryarchive.org/node/300
###
Stephania Byrd is the author of two books of poetry 25 Years of Malcontent (Boston, MA: Good Gay Poets, 1976) and A Distant Footstep on the Plain (1981). Byrd was born on July 10, 1950 in Richmond, IN. She studied Latin at Ball State University and completed her B.A. at Michigan State University in 1989 and her M.A. in 1998 at Cleveland State University. She is currently a Professor of English at Lakeland Community College in Kirtland, OH.

The ebook series at the Lesbian Poetry Archive publishes electronic edition of out of print books and chapbooks by lesbian authors. All ebooks are .pdf files and available for download. They are also rendered at the Lesbian Poetry Archive.
The Lesbian Poetry Archive is a digital archive of lesbian print culture. With extensive bibliographies, selections from germinal lesbian poetry texts, and other lesbian print ephemera, the Lesbian Poetry Archives is a resource for scholars, poets, and general readers.
Julie R. Enszer, the curator of the Lesbian Poetry Archives, is a poet and scholar.
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