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HARRIET’S DAUGHTER
Marlene Nourbese Philip
Margaret is determined to help
her best friend, Zulma, return to
Tobago. Together these two
young black girls face various
challenges in their families and
friendships.
0-88961-134-3 $7.95 US.
EVERYWOMAN’S
ALMANAC 1990
Handbook and Calendar

Striking full-color cover and

original illustrations in _sewn and

spiralbound versions.

“Women to Women,” the
theme for 1990, explores how
women in Canada do support and
solidarity work with women in
other parts of the world.
0-88961-136-X sewn $9.95 U.S.
0-88961-137-8 spiralbound
$10.95 U.S.

FROM PRIVATE TO PUBLIC
A Feminist Exploration of
Early Mothering

Amy Rossiter

Rossiter identifies the contradic-
tions of mothering. She pinpoints
those factors that oppress, isolate
and subjugate women when they
become mothers and argues that
these factors are socially
produced.

0-88961-128-9 $11.95 U.S.

NEVER, NO MATTER WHAT
Maryleah Otto

Illustrated by Clover Clarke

In this picturebook for youngsters
we meet Mark’s family in an abu-
sive situation. We follow him,
his sister Sara and their mother
out of their home and into a
women’s shelter.

0-88961-133-5 $5.95 U.S.

ABA DISCOUNT 45% - BOOTH #6123

NEVER TOO THIN

Eva Szekely

Szekely critically examines what
are commonly referred to as
“eating disorders” through the ex-
periences of three women. She
argues that women pursue
thinness in an attempt to mold
themselves into a socially defined
notion of femininity.

0-88961-127-0 $10.95 U.S.

UPCOMING BOOKS
SPACES LIKE STAIRS
Essays by Gail Scott
0-88961-131-9 $10.95 U.S.

UP AND DOING Canadian
Women and Peace

Edited by Janice William-
son and Deborah Gorham
0-88961-130-0 $12.95 U.S.

THE FUTURE OF HUMAN
REPRODUCTION

Edited by Christine Overall
0-88961-132-7 $12.95 U.S.

229 College St, Suite 204, Toronts, Ontarig, Canada M5T 1574
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Art Books Tee Corinne
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Children’s Books KT Horning
Gay Men’s Literature  Jane Troxell
International Books Joni Seager

Mainstream Publishers Sandi Torkildson
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Mysteries Mary Lowry
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University Presses Kris Hoover

Young Adult Books

Proofreading
Pat Kelso

Advertising
Brenda Cummings

Christine Jenkins

Feminist Bookstore News
456 14th Street Suite 6
PO Box 882554
San Francisco CA 94188
415-626-1556

FEMINIST BOOKSTORE NEWS is the communications
vehicle for the informal network of feminist bookstores. FBN
reaches 350 feminist and feminist-inclined bookstores in the
U.S. and Canada as well as feminist booksellers in England,
Europe, Australia, New Zealand, India and Japan. Librari-
ans, women's studies teachers, book reviewers, publishers
and feminist bibliophiles comprise the remainder of the
subscribers.

FEMINIST BOOKSTORE NEWS (ISSN: 0741-6555) is pub-
lished bi-monthly in January, March, May, July, September,
and November by FEMINIST BOOKSTORE NEWS at 456
14th Street Suite 6, San Francisco, CA 94103. Letters,
articles, news items and announcements should be received
the tenth of the month preceding publication. Signed articles
and letters are the responsibility of the authors.

Application to mail at Second-Class Postage Rates is pend-
ing at San Francisco, CA. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to FEMINIST BOOKSTORE NEWS, PO Box
882554, San Francisco, CA 94188-2554.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: $50/1/6 issues, $95/2 years. Plus $6/r
for Canadian postage, and $13/r for overseas postage.
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THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES, IN...

and we've got the

FREE FREIGHT COUPON

Come see us at booths
5007 & 5009

We

Ne,
Py

Our New Toll Free Ordering &
Customer Service Phone Number:

(800) 999-4650

BOOKPEOPLE

at the ABA in Washington, E stocks OV
D.C. to receive your cou- BOOKPlEOaPr%d\ spian ites ! iream trade
pon, or request one when \gr‘ﬁegzsses and the mains .
éou cgll or vTvri’re the order @ cominist Theory & Poltic
epartment. ~tion
Coupon is good for free 222@“5/ :
freight up to $25 on any @ \Women's Studes
one shipment of your @ History
choice. For further details, @ Health
see coupon. @ Spritualty
@ Social Cnand®
@ Wornen & o

Goes To The ABA

to prove it.

t we've got @ lot

don't have everything. bu

BO.OKPEOLPILE
= RO .
2929 Fifth Street

Berkeley:, GA 94710
(415) 549-3030
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Aquarius Books
116 N. Grant St.
Bloomington, IN 47401

Dear FBN Folk,

Once again I want to applaud you on your work.
The Recovery issue is excellent. I was particularly
interested in the survivors’ fiction section and at your
suggestion I will be adding this section to the storeand
to our catalogue.

My experience of working with survivors in
choosing a book has shown over and over that the use
of fiction is the gentlest and easiest way to assimilate
the information. Patricia Murphy’s Searching for
Spring (Naiad Press) is the best I have found.

I have also discovered that Something Happened to
Me by Phyllis Sweet (Mother Courage Press), though
non-fiction and written for children is the best recom-
mendation for the incest survivor in the early stages
of discovery and recovery, as there is often a severe
reading dysfunction.

Two fine books for both survivors of sexual and
physical violence are Dragonchild by Leah Pesa Kush-
ner (Kili Productions/Inland) and Trash by Dorothy
Allison (Firebrand). Dragonchild is autobiographical,
written in prose and poetry form. These books should

Center/Shelter library — for staff and residents and
therapists.

Once again, thank you for all the wonderful in-
formation. I would like to hear from other booksellers
about their experiences in this field and any special
books for them.

Sincerely,

Nicki Nicklas

Manager

be on the shelf of every Battered Woman /Rape Crisis

Inklings
1846 Richmond
Houston, TX 77098

Dear FBN,

Of course we will renew our sub. Ill bet you have
the best renewal rate in the industry!

Barbara Grier, our designated cheerleader, says I
should tell you how well we're doing — she’s tickled
about it. Being new, I don’t know if we're doing well or
not. We want to sell $120,000 worth in 1989, and our
first 3 1/2 months we're doing about 70% of that rate,
but we're increasing each month. I think we can do it.

Thanks again for your truly indispensable publi-
cation. I recently found myself in the position of
giving advice to a prospective feminist bookseller, and
I passed along the single best piece of advice I was
given: “Get 1 or 2 years worth of back issues of FBN
and read them cover to cover.”

I'll be looking forward to meeting you and the
rest of the crew at ABA.

Pokey Anderson

Sisterworks

14 Fawn Dr.

Scotia, NY 12302

Dear FBN,

I thought I would take this time to let you know
what is happening at Sisterworks.

We are pleased to announce the Grand Opening
of our Books and Gifts Shoppe, April 8, 1989, in the
New Women'’s Building at 79 Central Avenue in
Albany, New York. We are going to continue our mail-
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order business and hope to have a new catalog ready
shortly after the opening.

Although I suffered a debilitating illness last year,
and we were unable to get a new full line catalog out,
we did make a small (very) profit last year, according
to our accountant. As a result of the illness, we were
unable to attend the conference in Canada. Thanks to
FBN, I feel like we were almost as good as being there.

Iam now completely healed, and look forward to
making a difference for the women in our area, and
hope that you will update your records with this new
and exciting information.

Thank you for being there and for doing the work
that you do so well. We would never have been able
to consider such a financial risk if it weren’t for the
work that you so diligently provide us with.

Blessings,
Marti & Barbara
Pandora Book Peddlers
68 W. Palisade Ave.
Englewood, NJ 07631
Dear FBN,

What would we ever do without FBN which gets
better and better!

We want to take this opportunity to thank all you
wonderful feminist/lesbian, alternative and univer-
sity presses for your patience in waiting for payment
on overdue invoices.

Pandora Book Peddlers has had an incredible
growth in the last two years which has meant continu-
ing cash flow problems which have now started to
ease.

Our bookmarks say “...we're feminist book
country,” but we should probably change it to “we’re
women'’s studies book country,” because that’s where
our growth has been, especially among members of

Y.O.UR. (Your Opportunity for Unequaled Reading)
Feminist Book Club. Although lesbian and children’s
books sell well in our store, many women’s studies
titles sell at 30-70 copies per order to institutions.
We look forward to seeing you all at the ABA.
Vivian Scheinmann & Pam Sheldrick

Please see page 23 for Pandora Book Peddlers’ bestsellers

List!

Onlywomen Press
38 Mount Pleasant
London, WC1X 0AP
England

Dear FBN,

Here is some information about our new lesbian
feminist fiction anthology: The Pied Piper, named after
Kym Martindale’s story about a lesbian Pied Piper.

It’s ironic that the American lesbian and feminist
presses rejected For Lesbians Only because it’s selling
really well for us, particularly in the States. We sold
1,500 in the first two months and both American dis-
tributors have re-ordered — Inland has reordered
twice. Then we hit what must be the lesbian publish-
er’s worst nightmare: just as For Lesbians Only was
selling like hot cakes we heard that our latest shipment
had been impounded in New York. Many long dis-
tance phone calls with various managing directors
revealed that the impounding was not due to the
book’s title (we were pretty certain no one in the
shipping offices had read the contents) but the inno-
cent victim of a quarrel between the shippers and their
agents over payment and overcharges. I'm happy to
say the books have now safely reached their destina-
tion and we are breathing freely again.

Best wishes,

Anna Livia

May/June 1989
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e The first UK publication of lesbian
erotica

SERIOUS
pleasure

Lesbian erotic
stories

and poetry.

Edited by THE SHEBA COLLECTIVE

Publication date: May 19th 1989
ISBN: 0907179 42 8
Price: £5.95

—WeLeBratEx
SHEBA'S 9TH BIRTHDAY

eThe 2ND EDITION of A WATER’S EDGE
& other stories - by MOY McCRORY.

Back by popular demand this brilliant first
collection of stories from the author of

Bleeding Sinners.

Publication date: April 1989
ISBN: 0907179290
Price: £4.95

SHEBA FEMINIST PUBLISHERS
10A Bradbury St, London N16 8JN, England

Bookstore Terms:
Calyx and Alyson Respond

Calyx

PO Box B

Corvallis OR 97339
April 9, 1989

Dear Joan and FBN,

Since your letter in the March/April 1989 FBN
mentions Calyx Books as one of the Feminist Presses
selling books to Naiad on a “special deal”, I feel I
should respond for Calyx Books.

During ABA last year we offered a 50% discount
to all bookstores and we didn’t make stores order 50
or more books for that discount, only 10 books. We
have offered this special discount at ABA for 3 years.
Twice a year for the past 3 years (since we began
publishing books in 1986) we have also done special
promos to all bookstores on our list in direct mailing
promos. These promos included 50% discounts and
even free freight a few times.

Last Fall we did a special Xmas promo of all our

books at 50% discount with no minimum order. Would
you believe only 4 bookstores took us up on that offer?
We sent the mailing to over 400 stores. We pointed out
in the mailing that this would be the last time we could
make such a “special offer” since we've signed with
an exclusive distributor, Talman Inc., starting in June,
1989.

I understand the dilemmas of Feminist Book-
stores — that’s why we are patient with Feminist
accounts that go over our 45 day schedule. We under-
stand the problems, we have similar problems.

We sold one title to Naiad at the distributor rate
— a lesbian title, The Riverhouse Stories, that deserved
more promotion through Naiad’s mailing list. — Pro-
motion we couldn’t do since we're strapped for funds
and no longer have enough staff to do marketing and
promo on individual titles. Naiad ordered the book in
lots of 52 or more, and paid in 30 days. That is better
than our 10 other distributors who pay 90 days from
point of sale and faster than the majority of our book-
store accounts that average 60 days and longer.

Calyx has always been generous and supportive
to Feminist Bookstores and we appreciate your sup-
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An Intervibrational Perspective
on Woman’s Spiritual Journey
by
Ellen Chambers with
Grace Walking Stick and
Seven Other Women in Spirit

An exceptional work in which nine women
of different vibrations come together to tell
their stories and philosophies of successful
spiritual travel. These women dare o speak
whathasnotbeen spoken. They take strong
positions against accepted spiritual thought
and action, holding that much of it per-
petuates male interests at the expense of
women’s growth. This book is for the woman
who fruly wants to grow and change., and
who knows she deserves the enfire universe!

Wild Violet Publishing,
P.O. Box 1311, Hamilton, MT 59840 e (406) 363-2696.

Paperback, $12.95 plus $1.00 postage.

" BEYOND THE EAGLE )

K (50% plus postage to bookstores.) j

New Victoria Publishers brings you short fiction
by Patricia Roth Schwartz  ISBN 0-934678-19-7 $8.95

In these stories Patricia Roth Schwartz writes humor-
ously as well as poignantly about our lives as women
and as lesbians—from the story of Sheila who discov-
ers her need to separate from her lover, to Jesse who
imagines an invisible shield protecting her from being
hurt yet again.

“Pat Schwartz’ characters are just like ourselves: spirited,

sensual, funny, aching with the difficulty of being human in
an unjust world. Enjoy this book. It's better than therapy.”

—Jacqueline Lapidus, author of Starting

Over and Ultimate Conspiracy

port as well. But I don’t understand why so few of the
Feminist stores ever have taken advantage of our
special offers (except during ABA). I am particularly
confused by Joan's letter since it implies that we don’t
offer special discounts to bookstores when in fact we
do, and often.

The letter also seems to imply an adversarial re-
lationship between Feminist Publishers and Feminist
Bookstores. Why did our selling to Naiad cause this?
How come no one ever complains when we have to
sell to other trade distributors (who don’t necessarily
reach feminist or lesbian audiences well) who take
higher discounts or demand return credits on de-
stroyed titles and who take up to 9 months from point
of shipment on a title to begin to pay? Do we not have
the right to make distributor type agreements with
feminists who act as distributors and who pay us
quicker, allowing us to get a little ahead on our cash-
flow problems? :

How about Feminist publishers demanding that
Feminist bookstores only order through the Feminist
publishers? How would the bookstores feel about
that? I know bookstores right here in our home turf
who instead of ordering from us and getting a better
discount (and we could actually make a little money
off the sales) still order from a distributor 800 miles
away because it’s more convenient. Isn’t that the book-
store’s prerogative? Do I have a right to tell them they
don’t have a right to run a bookstore that way because
it hurts us? Don’t publishers have a right to work out
distribution agreements that help the sales of our
titles? And help us survive?

I’'m late writing our response because I just heard
about this discussion. Our cash-flow problem is so bad
this year we couldn’t afford to renew FBN and our sub
lapsed. Luckily Carol sent me a copy of the
March/April FBN after I spoke to her.

We're very sorry we won't be able to give book-
stores special offers anymore. We're also sorry that
Rubyfruit Books has never taken advantage of any of
our “special offers” while we still had them. The stress
of publishing titles that sell as well as our first five
have, when we're undercapitalized and understaffed,
is forcing us to choose handing the distribution and
shipping of our book titles to an exclusive distributor
5o we can get our act together. We can now concentrate
on what we do well — publishing fine books by

May/June 1989
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women. Our 225 bookstore accounts will no longer
take up so much of our time.

Rest assured the pressures of our feminist pub-
lishing endeavor have now released us from the possi-
bilities of making any “special deals.” After June all
booksellers will be able to order our titles from Book-
people, Inland, or Talman Co. at their discount rates
which will, unfortunately, be lower than the discounts
we used to offer.

We at Calyx look forward to concentrating on
producing more important anthologies and books by
women — to figuring out how to keep reprinting our
best-selling titles (The Forbidden Stitch, Women and
Aging, and The Riverhouse Stories) — and to getting
our cash-flow in hand and our deficit paid off.

In Sisterhood,

Margarita Donnelly

Managing Editor

P.S. We'll be at ABA in the Gay & Lesbian Section
Booth #6127 taking orders on Talman’s special offer —
50% on 40 or more (mixed) titles.

a2 TR

Alyson Publications
40 Plympton Street
Boston, MA 02118
Dear FBN,

I just received from Joan Denman a copy of a
letter she sent to FBN two weeks ago, and I'd like to
respond. Since she suggests that we may be giving
special discounts to chains, I hope this reply can ap-
pear in the same issue as her letter. With all the discus-
sion of ethics, I’'m sure no one would consider it fair to
let a suggestion like that linger for two months before
we get to respond.

SELLING TO THE CHAINS
First, the question of discounts. Joan asks if there

are “special deals being made with the chain stores
that we don’t hear about?” No. Not in our case.

Not only do we not give special terms to the
chains, we have lost substantial orders from both Wal-
den and B. Dalton because we refused to offer a quan-
tity discount on shipments that were to be split
between multiple addresses. Legally, we could have
allowed such discounts by offering them to everyone
— knowing full well that in reality, only the chains
could make use of them. But we want to support
independent bookstores, so we didn’t. We have also
repeatedly refused to sign the standard agreement
sent by one chain to vendors, since it contains some
slight differences from our standard terms.

Inaddition, we've encouraged readers to support
their local independent bookseller, and explained
why it’simportant not to allow the industry to become
dominated by the chains. Many people never thought
about the difference between a chain and an inde-
pendent bookstore before. Some didn’t even know
that their local B. Dalton was part of a chain. I hope
we've done something to educate them.

In short, we've tried hard to support independent
bookselling, and have never given special terms to the
chains. To insinuate otherwise, without any basis, is
grossly unfair.

DISCOUNTS

This, obviously, is the hot topic, and I'd probably
be more popular if I just stayed out of the spotlight on
it. But booksellers are entitled to know how at least
one publisher has arrived at certain decisions.

We do give different discounts to different catego-
ries of customers. Libraries get no discount — and I
hope that encourages some of them to buy from local
booksellers that solicit their business. Distributors get
a higher discount, for self-evident reasons. And com-
panies selling books exclusively by mail get a higher
discount because they’re a different category of cus-
tomer, engaged in a different type of business, and

Volume 12 Number 1

May/June 1989

This content downloaded from
70.126.145.227 on Sat, 19 Mar 2022 17:42:04 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



The Feminist Bookstore News

according to every source I've seen, selling books by
mail involves higher expenses than does retail selling.

Anyone who claims this is illegal has not read the
law. Is it ethical? That obviously depends who you
ask. But many of the people who benefit most from
our books simply don’t live near a bookstore that
carries them. [s it ethical to say they shouldn’t be able
to get these books? Well, they won’t — unless we make
it feasible for them to be supplied by mail.

SOME POSITIVE STEPS
This doesn’t mean I'm not sympathetic to the

pressures that bookstores face. I am. And I'm im-
pressed by people like Joan who have started much-
needed stores in a wide range of locales. We're
working to use our limited resources as efficiently as
possible to increase sales and make life easier for
booksellers. Discounts aren’t the only measure of that.

Since 1986, we've tripled the amount we spend on
promotion of sales through bookstores. It shows. Over
half the titles we published last year appeared on the
Lambda Rising Book Report best-seller list. It’s better for
everyone to have significantly increased turnover
rather than the one- or two-point higher discount that
we could have offered instead of doing this increased
promotion.

We've also recently revised our returns policy to
the benefit of booksellers. We now accept damaged
books, even severely damaged ones, for full credit.
And if computerization goes smoothly, in another
year we'll be able to credit returns at average earned
discount, rather than requiring invoice information.

Sincerely,

Sasha Alyson

Joan Denman Replies

It’s sad that it has taken three letters/articles in
FBN and mailing copies of my letter to the publishers
involved before anyone responded. Four publishers
still have not replied. Yet I do want to thank Alyson,
Calyx and Banned Books (who phoned me) for taking
the time to comment. We don’t have to totally agree
but discussion of these issues is important.

My main concern has been that all publishers
makeavailable the same terms and discounts to every-
one. Banned has done just that: rewritten their dis-

count schedule to make their case-lot discounts avail-
able to all retail outlets. However, in reading Calyx’s
and Alyson’s responses, they feel justified in offering
special deals such as the one to Naiad.

Calyx views Naiad as a distributor though Naiad
resold the titles at retail to individuals, not at
wholesale to bookstores. Alyson believes that compa-
nies selling books exclusively by mail have higher
expenses than retail stores. I'm not sure that’s still true
what with the escalating rent bookstores are facing.
Aside from that, Naiad is not an exclusive mail order
business. They are the largest lesbian publisher—
hardly a typical mail order firm.

So, we now have explanations as to why some
publishers gave such a good deal to Naiad. I still don’t
agree with their reasons but I appreciate Alyson and
Calyx for being so candid about this and other busi-
ness practices. I think Alyson’s new returns policy is a
needed step toward helping the bookstores. I also
thank Banned Books for being responsive to our con-
cerns and publishing a new discount schedule.

Where does this leave the independent book-
store? In the same position of seeing publishers offer-
ing us one set of terms and other retail-selling outlets
another.

The publishers may be beginning to hear us but
they still don’t understand the problems facing book-
stores today. I suggest they read Lorraine Zimmer-
man’s article in the May issue of American Bookseller.
She interviewed 14 booksellers who had stable stores
7 to 10 years old. Ten of the booksellers sold or closed
their stores. The most common reason was the low
profit margin. How many more stores will close before
all publishers, large, small, alternative or mainstream,
realize they must help the stores? Or do they only
want a world of chainstores and mail order custom-
ers?

Sincerely,

Joan Denman

Rubyfruit Books

666-4 Tennessee St.

Tallahassee, FL 32304 (@)
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New Words, the Boston area women'’s bookstore,
opened in April 1974, creating a new juncture between
the 20-plus local bookstores and the growing
women'’s community. By 1975 the community boasted
the Cambridge Women’s Center, the Feminist Federal
Credit Union, Bread and Roses (a women's restau-
rant), the Women’s Community Health Center, the
Boston Women'’s Health Book Collective (creator of
Our Bodies, Ourselves), the literary magazine The Sec-
ond Wave, and two newspapers, Sister Courage and
Sojourner. The four of us who started New Words —
Mary Lowry, Jean MacRae, Rita Arditte and Gilda
Bruckman — began our endeavor as strangers intro-
duced by mutual friends. At the time, we ranged in
age from twenty-six to forty-three and prior to becom-
ing the New Word's bookstore collective had occupied
ourselves as an optician, a divinity school grad stu-
dent, a genetic biologist, and an English grad student
working in a local general bookstore. What we agreed
we wanted was a place where books by women would
be available and collected in a space that was com-

fortable and welcoming to all women. We wanted a
non-hietrarchical work situation that would be sup-
portive of our individual needs. We agreed that
women should be paid for their work and so never
used volunteers. We were eager not to re-create the
worst of everyone’s diverse work experience.

To a great extent this attention to the quality of
worklife was possible because our immediate goals
were not grandiose. Each of us continued in her pre-
vious job and worked part-time at the store. Sufficient
capital to start New Words — $15,000 — came from
three of the four founders, each of whom was willing
to risk her initial investment for the goal of making the
business work and creating real paying jobs. The in-
vestment was converted into loans and fully repaid as
of 1988.

As thebusiness grew, Jean, Mary and Gilda eased
into full-time work at the store. Meetings among col-
lective members happened weekly for about an hour.
Everyone went home at the end of the work day.
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Weekend and evening hours were rotated. We in-
dividually adjusted our schedules for swimming,
martial arts classes, and various personal commit-

ments. We encouraged each other to lead full lives
outside the bookstore. Health insurance and vacations
became regular benefits early on. And salaries crept
up slowly.

Fifteen years later, as New Words celebrates a
major anniversary, much of what we’ve achieved is
the common success of many women’s bookstores in
large urban centers. We owe much to the wonderfully
diverse women’s community in Boston. We serve an
academic feminist community, a political feminist
community, buyers of non-sexist children’s books,
readers of lesbian fiction, readers of recovery from
violence, abuse, and alcoholic families. We also serve
readers of no particular identification who are looking
for a book for vacation, a plane ride, my father who-
does-not-understand-my-life, my sister who's-
devoted-herself-to-husband-and-children, my
sister-in-law who-doesn’t-really-read-very-much-
but-it’s-her-birthday...

Sections in the store have increased and changed
to reflect the input and interest of the women’s com-
munity and our growing commitment to issues of
race, class, national and ethnic diversity. These sec-
tions include International Fiction and Poetry, Women
of Color — U.S,, Lesbian and Gay Politics, Jewish
Women, Violence and Abuse, and more.

The growth in business has been met by an ex-
pansion in the collective. We're now five full-time
members and a one-day-a-week bookkeeper, Doris
Reisig, who keeps the books for several alternative
businesses and is crucial to our peace of mind. Rita
and Jean left full participation in the bookstore in 1979.
Madge Kaplan came in 1979 and stayed till 1987 when
she left to pursue a career in radio journalism. In 1982,
Kate Rushin joined the collective, in 1986 Laura
Zimmerman, and in 1988 Joni Seager. Thisaddsa poet,
a writer and former editor of Sojourner, and a geog-
rapher to our collective. To date, five years is the
minimum time a collective member has worked in the
store. Two of the original members, Mary and Gilda,
are still here. This is at the heart of what we celebrate
this April. Respect for each other’s strengths (and
hilarious ridicule of our weaknesses) plus a genuine
fondness for each other seem to be what keeps us
functioning on a daily basis. New collective members
do not make a financial investment in the store; how-
ever, we do require a sense of humor, good judgment,
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and evidence of sanity maintained during previous
involvement in the women’s community.

Lest it seem that we sit around and laugh all the
time, we do have the standard arenas of Stress at
Work. Covering the front desk — that all-important
selling task — which prevents one from completing
anything else at the same time is a chronically un-
popular job. Answering the two phone lines, selling
concert tickets, and receiving botched publisher
orders also lead to momentary dips in job satisfaction.
Juggling the months’ schedules of weekends on and
off (no one works more than 40 hours a week) taxed
our creativity. The extra work preparing for readings
— guessing how many books to order, what to say for
an introduction — ups the stress level. (And volun-
teering to write articles like this makes us question out
ability to assess the time constraints of a normal work
week.)

Recent sources of greater satisfaction include our
quarterly newsletter, now over a year old; our com-
puterized inventory system (Word-stock), also over a
year in use; and the increasingly popular reading
series co-sponsored with publishers. As part of our
annual birthday celebration in April we have a two-
day 20% sale on everything, culminating in a party
Sunday afternoon. It’s the equivalent of doing three
weeks of business in fourteen hours and throwing a
bash for 400 at the same time. It makes us crazy but
we loveitand so do our customers. (This year in honor
of our 15th, local fans and friends gave us very glitzy
silver and black satin team jackets with “New Words”
on the back.)

Also in conjunction with our 15th anniversary
celebration we co- produced a concert in March fea-
turing Casselberry-Dupreé and Hattie Gossett to raise
money for Stree Lekha, the women'’s bookplace in
Bangalore, India. The event was a hugeand somewhat
raucous success and brought in more than $1500 for
the purchase of a mobile bookvan, one of Stree
Lekha’s immediate needs.

While making connections internationally has
been exciting for us, we are embarking on a much
bigger fundraising effort to benefit our local commu-
nity by making the bookstore accessible to more
women. Plans have been drawn for a wheelchair
ramp and an additional store entrance and we'll also
be redesigning the interior space. The expense of these

Susan Wilson

The New Words Collective: All in one place at one
time. Standing: Gilda Bruckman, Laura Zimmerman,
Doris Reisig. Middle: Joni Seager, Mary Lowry, Jean
MacRae, Kate Rushin. Seated: Rita Arditti, Madge Kaplan.

structural changes is far beyond the realm of our
business operations, so we're fundraising for our-
selves for the first time. Luckily, Jean McRae, one of
the original four collective members, is back in Boston
and available to coordinate this effort in the coming
months. We have a contractor and a tentative con-
struction date in August. The project is consuming
extra time and energy but hopefully we’ll be able to
tell you in the Fall of ‘89 that we're accessible to
women who need to use a ramp. It would be a
wonderful finish to our 15th year.

-By The New Words Collective, 186 Hampshire
St., Cambridge MA 02139. o)
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AW N 7'y

NATIONAL MEDIA & SPEAKING TOUR _

Stunning Sequel to
GOING OUT OF OUR MINDS

Within one month
Sonia Johnson lost

both her husband SGNIA JOHNSGN Matchless feminist theory

and her church AND in three incendiary parts!

FOUND HER PLACE Part 1 ;
s A new model for Women’s

IGNITING HESHEIVOLUTION

IN HISTORY. This is
the story of Sonia’s
celebrated excom-
munication from the
Mormon church.

. outrageous and

Liberation

Part 2

An irreverant look at some
common assumptions
about the New Age Move-
ment, 12-step programs,
gay rights and AIDS,
motherhood ... and more.
Part 3

An answer to the question
raised by GOING OUT OF
OUR MINDS: If we leave
patriarchy, how can we
earn a living?

September 1989

Paper $10.95

ISBN 1-877617-00-8

IA JOHNSON [
FR HUUSEWI radical, the teste;ment

of a latter-day pioneer
E T and prophet.”
Washington Book Review

oME WOMAN'S SPIRITUAL AWAKENING AND HEi
EXCOMMUNICATION FROM THE MORMON CHURGH June 1989 Pa| per $10.95

ISBN 1-877617-01-6

2nd Edition of a Feminist Classic

with a new preface by the author

BOO KS

SONIA JOHNSON SPEECHES ON TAPE
Now in BOOKS ON CASSETTE packaging

Sonia Speaks: From Housewife to Heretic. ;
; i Johnson speaks with the
NEW 80 min. $9.95 ISBN 1-877617-04-0 Audio fervor and cadence of a

Sonia Speaks: Telling the Truth natural-born storyteller
NEW 60 min. $9.95 ISBN 1-877617-05-9 Audio The Miami Journal
Sonia Speaks:
Going Farther Out of Our Minds
90 min. $9.95 ISBN 1-877617-02-4 Audio

I heard you speak at Drew
University and was thrilled by

g 3 your passion, clarity, and wit.
Sn!ua Speaks: & Barbara Walker, author of
Going Farther Out of Our Minds The Women’s Encyclopedia
100 min. $29.95 ISBN 1-877617-03-1 Video of Myths and Secrets

Available to the trade through Bookpeople and Inland.
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West & Wilde

A Single Source

or
British Books

By Kate Fearnley, Bob Orr & the West & Wilde Staff

When Kate Fearnley of West & Wilde wrote to FBN
this spring and said that they were wholesaling British
books to European feminist and gay bookstores and were
interested in extending their services to stores in the U.S.,
I immediately wrote back asking for details and inquired as
to the possibility of their writing up their terms, etc., for
FBN. Distribution of British published feminist, lesbian,
and gay books is still spotty here at best, despite the hard
work of many of us. The idea of a one-stop distribution
service offering all the titles of interest to feminist and gay
bookstores leaves me a little dizzy and wondering if I've
possibly been transported to booksellers heaven.

West & Wilde (named for Vita Sackville- and Oscar)
is Scotland’s only lesbian, gay, and feminist bookstore.
Originally called “The Lavender Menace,” they changed
their name in the process of moving to a larger store some
years ago. The store is run by three women and three men
and has been going for seven years. They stock about 7000
titles and have access, of course, to everything published in
Britain. The British tend to have much more efficient dis-
tribution systems than we have here, so ordering even titles
that they don't stock should be relatively efficient. Write to
them directly for their booklists and terms -CS

Scotland: We noticed in a recent issue of FBN remarks
made by various bookshops who are finding it diffi-
cult to get hold of British books. Our distribution
service, which can supply many hard-to-find British
books to the USA, started wholesaling to continental
Europe three years ago. We worked hard to encourage
shops to use our service and have slowly built up a
network of some 50 plus loyal customers. We've also
been supplying Giovanni’s Room with British books
for the last two years.

"It’s clear to us that there are
gaps in British book distribution
in the US that we can easily fill."

We can offer shops a single source for all their
British books, at discounts of up to 35%, plus ship-
ping. We can supply publishers’ full lists rather than
just a selection and we aim to give a fast and efficient
service.

Importing has been crucial for the alternative
booktrade in the UK. because American publishers
were coming out with large numbers of the titles we
needed in the days before U.K. lesbian, gay and femi-
nist publishers had really gotten off the ground.
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Giovanni’s Room, the lesbian and gay bookstore in
Philadelphia, made a lot possible when they took on
wholesaling to the U.K. and Europe. It wasn’t always
easy, especially when Customs began seizing large
quantities of books from Gay’s the Word and to a
lesser extent from West & Wilde and from Silver Moon
Women'’s Bookshop in London. These days we have a
large selection of home-grown titles to choose from,
but we still import substantial quantities of books —
and we at West & Wilde want to offer exports to
American bookstores in return!

"Many of you will have access to
supplies of British titles, but in
West & Wilde’s experience the
crucial ones, those of women’s,
lesbian and gay interest, will be

(he ones most difficult to obtain.)

There has always been a market for British books
in the States. Many large publishers already distribute
some of their titles through parent companies in the
States, some are distributed by agents that select some
titles to carry and skip over others (often neglecting
titles of interest to women's, lesbian and gay book-
stores) while some of the small British publishers are
being handled very efficiently by Bookpeople and
Inland. But this leaves a huge gap in the supply chain

for many popular titles including many titles from
Women'’s Press, Pandora, Methuen, and most of the
mass paperback publishers like Corgi, Arrow, Pan, etc.
Many of you will have access to supplies of British
titles, but in West & Wilde’s experience the crucial
ones, those of women'’s, lesbian and gay interest will
usually be the ones most difficult to obtain. Moreover,
many titles which are out of print in the States many
be available under a British imprint.

To fill this gap, West & Wilde Bookshop can offer
a comprehensive supply service, a single source for all
your British book requirements. We already supply
Xantippe, Savannah Bay, Vrolijk in The Netherlands,
Artemis in Belgium, women'’s bookstores in Frank-
furt, Hamburg, etc., all the gay bookstores in Ger-
many, stores in Austria, Switzerland, France,
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Australia and, of course,
Giovanni’s Room in Philadelphia.

We offer generous discounts of up to 35% on
mainstream women'’s, lesbian and gay publishers
such as Women's Press, Virago, Pandora and straight
mass paperback publishers. On small presses and aca-
demic publishers we offer discounts related to our
buying power. We deal with all orders the day they
arrive and always try to ship the order as complete as
possible unless we foresee long delays. We also pub-
lish regular monthly wholesale lists of new titles cate-
gorized by reconizable subject headings, such as

ave another kid. One is enough for me.
[ think I have a certain amount to give and...

Giving Birth is Just the Beginning:
Women Speak about Mothering
by Judith Lermer Crawley

The trials, tribulations and triumphs
of child-rearing in the 80s:
the voices of mothers dynamically photographed
in their day-to-day lives.

e superb photographs handsomely reproduced

e insightful commentary

e bilingual - English and French

e analytical essays by 2 Women Studies
experts: Pat Armstrong and Greta Nemiroff.

Artextes ($25. Cdn.)

3575 St-Laurent, Suite 303
Montréal, Québec H2X 2T7
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“Women’s Fiction,” “Lesbian Drama,” etc. These are
compiled approximately two months in advance. We
can supply publishers catalogues if requested. We're
happy to accept orders for any British books.

Our terms are as follows:

e We will accept any order for any British book.

* We offer discounts of up to 35% off the cover
price.

e We will always back order (unless you ask for
cancellation) and give the reason for the delay on the
invoice.

¢ We will proforma the first order and ask for
prepayment unless we know of you already.

* We always invoice and expect payment in ster-
ling. We're happy to accept payment by all major
credit cards (Visa, Mastercard, Amex and Diners
Club) although we add an amount equal to the card’s
commission charges. Or you can pay by an inter-
national order drawn on any U.K. bank. We send a
monthly statement and expect payment within 60
days from its date. We will withdraw credit facilities
at our discretion.

We also publish regular
monthly wholesale lists of new
titles categorized by subject
headings, such as “Women’s
Fiction,” “Lesbian Drama,” etc.

e We charge shipping. Current rates are £1.35 per
kilo (approximately $1.60 per 1b.) sent by surface
direct agents bag. Minimum shipping weight is one
kilo and approximate delivery time is 4 to 6 weeks
depending on your location.

e We consolidate orders. In other words, we send
your books by the cheapest weight per order, even if
this means waiting for a short period, probably no
longer than a month, to get the best value for you from
the post office. We always send an order immediately
if requested.

e We cannot accept returns unless under very
special circumstances.

We stock about seven thousand titles and have
quick and easy access to hundreds of thousands more.

Find That
Book!

By Theresa Corrigan
Lioness Books/Sacramento CA

We've been keeping track of strange and unusual
titles that customers come up with when requesting
books and thought they might make a funny contest
for FBN readers. So here it is:

All of these titles or descriptions are ones that
customers have asked for. In every case we were able
to figure out what they meant. How well can you do?
Could you identify the actual titles of the following
books if a customer came in asking for:

1. The Green Sex Book
2. Some Woman Who Had Sex in Her Sleep
3. Fight for a Relationship
4. A book about lesbians with “Jaws” in the title.
5.T'll Never Be That Way
6. When Parents Say This, They Real ly Mean That
7. On Living With Pain
8. The book that goes with the pink sex book.
9. Truth or Consequences
10. I Got Away With One

P.S. 1 would love to see other stores’ lists.
Answers on page 58

Our mail order service extends to private customers
well beyond the U.K. and the rest of Europe to coun-
tries like Yugoslavia, Argentina, Australia, Japan and
now the USSR. We're very keen to make more British
titles available to the rest of the world — and we
would love to make it easy for you to stock the litera-
ture we produce over here!

West & Wilde Bookshop, 25A Dundas Street, Edin-
burgh EH3 6QQ Scotland. Tel 031-556 0079 o
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P, apler-l\/[acﬁe Press + 795 via Manzana * Watsonville CA 95076 * 408-726-2933

Distributors: Bookpeople * Inland * Moving Books * Baker & Taylor

WHEN [ AM AN OLD WOMAN FRAGMENTS I SAVED

I SHALL WEAR PURPLE FROM THE FIRE

OVER 18,000 COPIES SOLD! Short Stories by Mary Anne Ashley

"It paints a rich picture of women as they age The first published collection by this gifted
—valuable for both younger readers and writer. Her stories illuminate the lives of the
gerontologists." OWL Observer men and women who exist on the fringes,

; ; free-thinkers, activists, survivors—too often
Winner of 1988 PMA Ben Franklin Award. unrecorded—and thus ultimately forgotten.
Available Now 0-918949-02-5 IR .

"The first criteria of a successful short story is
T lpaoes Soffeover $10.00 that . . . it is important, immediate, and of

central concern. This is clearly in evidence in
Mary Anne Ashley’s splendid story, "Gracefully

ANOTHER LANGUAGE Afraid." Short Story Review

Poetry by Sue Saniel Elkind "A great book written not in Patriarch Prose,
Photographs by Lori Burkhalter-Lackey but in the rhythm, love and beauty of the

"Ms. Elkind’s remarkable poems are beautiful- Matriarchy." Meridel LeSueur

ly accompanied by the perceptive photos of Available 9/89 0-918949-06-8
Lori Burkhalter-Lackey . . . a grand offering 112 pages Softcover $9.00
to the dignity of aging." Pittsburgh Press

Available Now 0-918949-05-X

84 pages Softcover $8.00 THE INLAND SEA

P W G Poetry by Jenny Joseph
HGHT ORIHE WILD LIO0SK The long awaited US publication of Jenny

Poctry by Janet Carncross Chandler Joseph, the English poet widely known for her
Photographs by Lori Burkhalter-Lackey poem, "Warning—When I Am an Old Woman
I Shall Wear Purple." Though her work has a

decidedly British voice, she speaks of universal
themes: aging, relationships, concern for the

From her perspective of 78 years, Chandler’s
poetry explores the emotional spectrum that
accompanies love relationships: sex, commit-

S R environment.

ment, rejection, communication. Her work of-

fers powerful insights to readers of any age. "She can delineate surfaces like a sculptor:

Burkhalter-Lackey’s photographs beautifully exact, precise, sharply definite, yet with a

complement the text. startling undertow." Eastern Daily Press

Available 8/89 0-918949-07-6 Available 7/89 0-918949-08-4

80 pages Softcover $8.00 45 pages Softcover $5.00
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1988 Lambda Literary
Awards Finalists

Lambda Rising Book Report announced the final-
ists of the 1st Annual Lambda Literary Awards in
March. The finalists represent 53 different titles, 58
authors and 31 publishers. “During the nomination
process, support of the Awards program came from
the entire gay and lesbian reading community,” said
Jane Troxell, editor of the sponsoring publication.
“Now a panel of 60 judges from across the country
will have the difficult task of selecting a single book in
each category from among the finalists.”

Many books were nominated for several catego-
ries. Author Paul Monette received the most nomina-
tion, placing in three categories: Gay Men’s
Nonfiction, Gay and Lesbian Poetry and the Special
AIDS Category. Other multiple finalists include Dr.
Betty Berzon’s Permanent Partners, a finalist in both
Lesbian Nonfiction and Gay Men’s Nonfiction; Trash
by Dorothy Allison in Lesbian Fiction and the Lesbian
Small Press Book Award; Swimming-Pool Library by
Alan Hollinghurst in Gay Men'’s Fiction and Gay
Men'’s First Novel; Why Can’t Sharon Kowalski
Come Home? by Karen Thompson in Lesbian Nonfic-
tion and the Lesbian Small Press Award; Mundane’s
World by Judy Grahn in Lesbian Mystery/Science
Fiction and Lesbian First Novel; and Michael Nava’s
Goldenboy in Gay Men’s Small Press Book Award
and Gay Men’'s Mystery/Science Fiction. Monette
placed with Love Alone: 18 Elegies for Rog (Gay and
Lesbian Poetry) and Borrowed Time in both Gay
Men’s Nonfiction and the Special AIDS Category.

The public is cordially invited to attend the gala
Awards banquet (black tie optional) to be held June
2nd, 1989, at the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capi-
tol Hill in Washington, DC, to coincide with the Amer-
ican Booksellers Association Convention. At thattime,

Lesbian Fiction
After Delores by Sarah Schulman.
The Secret in the Bird by Camarin Grae.
Trash by Dorothy Allison.
The Prosperine Papers by Jan Clausen.
Bingo by Rita Mae Brown.

Gay Men’s Fiction
The Swimming-Pool Library by Alan Hollinghurst.
Valley of the Shadow by Christopher Davis.
The Beautiful Room is Empty by Edmund White.
Second Son by Robert Ferro.
The Temple by Stephen Spender.

—

the recipients of the 1st Annual Lambda Literary
Awards will be announced. Emcee for the evening's
events will be author Armistead Maupin. Also, as
recipient of a new award recognizing outstanding
contribution to the development of gay and lesbian
writing, author Edmund White will deliver the First
Annual Bill Whitehead Lecture.

Seating for the Awards banquet is limited, so
early reservations are recommended. (Vegetarian
meals will be provided for those requesting them.)
Tickets are $50.00 and provide admission to the cock-
tail hour, the Awards banquet, and a party later that
night at the nightclub, Tracks. To ensure accessibility,
financial assistance will be available for those of
limited income. The public is encouraged to make a
contribution to the “scholarship” fund so that every-
one who wishes to participate may do so.

For further information about the awards pro-
gram or the banquet, please contact Will Guilliams or
Jane Troxell: Book Report, 1625 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20009-1013, or phone (202) 462-6965.
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First Annual
Lambda Literary Awards
Banquet

Introduction: Emcee, Armistead Maupin

Welcome: tentative: Effie Barry, wife of D.C. Mayor
Marion Barry.

1.Gay Men’s Nonfiction Award, presented by
Sasha Alyson.

2. Lesbian Nonfiction Award, presented by Barbara
Grier.

Special Guest Speaker: Jewelle Gomez

3. Lesbian Small Press Book Award, presented by
Carol Seajay.

4. Gay Men’s Small Press Book Award, presented
by John Preston.

5. Lesbian Mystery/Science Fiction, presented by
Joanna Russ (has been asked, no answer yet).

6. Gay Men's Mystery/Science Fiction, presented
by Samuel Delaney (has been asked, no an-
swer yet).

Editor’s Choice Award: Jane Troxell

7. Gay Men'’s First Novel, presented by David
Feinberg.

8. Lesbian First Novel, presented by Rita Mae
Brown (has been asked, no answer yet).

9. Gay and Lesbian Poetry, presented by Richard
Labonte.
Bill Whitehead Lecture: Edmund White

Publisher’s Service Award: Deacon Maccubbin

10. AIDS (Special Category), presented by Eric

Latzky.
11. Lesbian Fiction, presented by Sarah Aldridge.

12. Gay Men'’s Fiction, presented by George Stam-

[

“Th

t Permanent Partners: Building Gay and Lesbian

Lesbian Nonfiction
e Amazon and the Page: Natalie Clifford Barney
and Renee Vivien by Karla Jay.
Why Can’t Sharon Kowalski Come Home? by Karen
- Thompson and Julie Andzrejewski.
A Burst of Light by Audre Lorde.

Relationships That Last by Betty Berzon, PhD.
Lesbian Ethics: Toward New Value by Sarah Lucia
Hoagland.

Gay Men’s Nonfiction

Permanent Partners by Betty Berzon, PhD.

The Male Couple’s Guide to Living Together by Eric
Marcus.

Looking at Gay and Lesbian Life by Warren Blumen-
feld & Diane Raymond.

Borrowed Time: An AIDS Memoir by Paul Monette.

Living the Spirit: A Gay American Indian Anthology
ed. by Will Roscoe.

Lesbian Small Press Book Award

Before Stonewall: The Making of a Gay and Lesbian
Community by A. Weiss & G. Schiller (Naiad
Press).

More Dykes to Watch Out For by Alison Bechdel
(Firebrand Books).

Macho Sluts by Pat Califia (Alyson Publications).

Trash by Dorothy Allison (Firebrand Books).

Why Can’t Sharon Kowalski Come Home? by Karen
Thompson & Julie Andzrejewski (Spinsters/
Aunt Lute).

Gay Men’s Small Press Book Award
Shadows of Love: American Gay Fiction ed. by
Charles Jurrist (Alyson Publications).
Gay Men & Women Who Enriched the World by
Thomas Cowan (Mulvey Books).
Goldenboy by Michael Nava (Alyson Publications).
Unnatural Quotations by Leigh W. Rutledge (Alyson

Polian, Publications).
Closing Remarks: Armistead Maupin o The Delight of Hearts by Ahmad al-Tifashi (Gay Sun-
shine Press).
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Gay and Lesbian Poetry Lesbian Mystery/Science Fiction
Sappho: Poems and Fragments translated by | Lessons in Murder by Claire McNab.
Josephine Balmer. Mundane’s World by Judy Grahn.
Love Alone: Eighteen Elegies for Rog by Paul Skiptrace by Antoinette Azolakov.
Monette. Heavy Gilt by Dolores Klaich.
Gay and Lesbian Poetry in Our Time ed. by Carl | The Crystal Curtain by Sandy Bayer
Morse & Joan Larkin.
The Silence Now by May Sarton.
The Inner Room by James Merrill Gay Men’s Mystery/Science Fiction
Death Takes the Stage by Donald Ward.
Lesbian First Novel Goldenboy by Michael Nava.
Bird-Eyes by Madelyn Arnold. Unicorn Mountain by Michael Bishop.
Sunday’s Child by Joyce Bright. Obedience by Joseph Hansen.
Mundane’s World by Judy Grahn. Who's Next by George Baxt.

The Finer Grain by Denise Ohio.

A Mistress Moderately Fair by Katherine Sturtevant.
AIDS ( A Special Category)

Gay Men’s First Novel The Quilt: Stories From the NAMES Project by C.
Ruskin, M. Herron & D. Zemke.

The Swimming-Pool Library by Alan Hollinghurst.
AIDS: The Women ed. by Ines Rieder & Patricia

River Road by C.F. Borgman.

Mountain Climbing in Sheridan Square by Stan Ruppelt.
Leventhal: Ground Zero by Andrew Holleran.
Blue Heaven by Joe Keenan. Mortal Embrace: Living with AIDS by Emmanuel
Sherlock Holmes and the Mysterious Friend of Dreuihe.
Oscar Wilde by Russell A. Brown. Borrowed Time by Paul Monette. @]
* S UB S C RI B E ®
RS, S o G Lo S R R e S e T S D T e i L T T T DT R 6
CHECK ALL THE BOXES YOU CAN AND MAILTO 1 am / We are: O Owned and operated by women
FBN, PO BOX 882554, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94188 [ Readers/bibliophiles 0 Co-owned and run by women
Name O Women'’s studies teacher and men
EEibiavian I/We are especially interested in:
Business Name O Writer O Feminist fiction
Address O Bookseller O Lesbian fiction
City/State/Zip & Publisher O Lesbian non-fiction
[ Periodical O Feminist lheory and politics
Phone: B it women O Women’s studies titles
0O Histor
[J One Year - $50. Check enclosed. O Other o chah.ll-:y
O One Year - $55. Bill us. Bookstores, Publishers, and Periodicals — ) Women and work
[0 Special Trial Offer Is your focus primarily: O Gay men’s literature
12 year - $25 Check enclosed. O Feminist O Peace and anti-nuke boks
5 g O Gay O Children’s books
13 for international postage.
Ll il m gl vy O Alternative/political O Other
[ +36 for Canadian postage. O General independent bookstore
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The Words Projects for AIDS, a Los Angeles based
organization, announced the winners of its first lit-
erary awards in March at a gala event attended by
publishers from both coasts, booksellers, sales reps,
authors, agents, distributors, and writers. The project
was organized by writer Erick Latzky and Mallory
Tarcher Dougherty, a literary publicist and daughter
of publisher Jeremy Tarcher.

AIDS: The Women edited by Ines Rieder and Patri-
cia Ruppelt, published by Cleis Press, received the
non-fiction award and Love Alone: 18 Elegies for Rog by
Paul Monette, published by St. Martin’s Press, re-
ceived the fiction award.

In the children’s category WPA recognized Night
Kites (Harper & Row/Zolotow); Good-bye Tomorrow
(Dell); Fighting Back: What Some People Are Doing About
AIDS (Putnam); Lynda Madaras Talks to Teens About
AIDS (Newmarket); Understanding AIDS (Lerner);
and AIDS: What Does It Mean To You (Walker).

Other categories included AIDS Caregivers and
Scholarly Works and Social Commentary. (@]

Because several days elapsed between Jim
Beam’s death and the time his body was found, the
cause of death wasn’t known at first. It has now been
ruled to have been a result of AIDS. Beam, the editor
of In the Life, was working on a second anthology

Brother to Brother when he died. Soon after his death,
Joe’s mother found a manuscript in his apartment
which she thought was a completed copy of the new
book, leading Alyson to announce that they would be
able to publish the book on schedule. The manuscript,
however, turned out to be an old copy of his first book.
Essex Hemphill, a friend of Joe’s and a contributor to
In the Life, has taken responsibility for carrying it to
completion. It is now scheduled for Fall, 1990. ©)

A recent article in American Bookseller inspired
Alyson Press to re-evaluate their returns policy. The
following changes are effective immediately:

* Returns will be accepted any time up to 180
days after a title goes out of print.

* Shelf-worn and damaged returns, regardless of
whether the books were damaged in shipping or by
customers, will be accepted.

Alyson asks that booksellers help to make this
policy viable by continuing to pack carefully returns
of undamaged books to allow for resale of books in
new condition.

The rationale behind the new policy, which goes
much farther than the returns policies of most pub-
lishers, is that it’s much less expensive for the publish-
er to absorb the loss on these books than for the
bookseller to do so. The cost to the publisher is merely
the over-run printing cost (10-15% of list price for
Alyson titles, more for GMP titles distributed by Aly-
son); the cost to a store is 56-60% of list. Thus the new
policy is a contribution toward making the industry
more efficient. If it’s a successful experiment, perhaps
other publishers will follow suit. )
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CANADIAN

CONTENT

By Donna Murray

For this ABA issue of FBN, I decided to find out
about the Canadian Bookselling Association (CBA)
and talk about its relationship to feminist bookstores
in Canada. My attempts to contact many stores failed
either because of time limits — two jobs, deadlines
and unforeseen inevitable crises — or because when I
contacted some stores the woman answering the
phone didn’t feel able to respond to my inquiries
about membership in CBA, its relevance to feminist
stores, and inter-store communication. More about
that later.

The CBA is a cross-Canada association for book-
sellers ranging from specialty stores — women'’s,
children’s, New Age, business, etc. — to chains, de-
partment stores, college stores and general trade out-
lets. According to the 1989 CBA Handbook — from
which much of this information is derived — over 700
member companies represent over 1200 outlets who
currently belong to the association. The CBA offers a
variety of advantages to members including savings
on merchant Visa and MasterCard rates, group in-
surance rates for fire and theft, and a group health
plan for full-time employees.

The CBA also represents booksellers on a number
of related issues concerning the industry including:
the Don’t Tax Reading Coalition — formed in 1986 to
lobby the government against a short-lived tariff on
English language books — currently keeping tabs on
a potential 18 per-cent sales tax slated for implemen-
tation in 1990; the Book Industry Freight Plan, which
negotiates up to 60 percent savings for shipments to
all parts of Canada; and Canadian Telebook Agency
offering a database of over 320,000 titles available in

Canada along with a national electronic book order-
ing system offering fixed communication costs across
the country. CBA also encompasses a strong college
contingency dedicated to examining duplicating
rights, pricing and delivery in this large area of the
Canadian bookselling industry.

Available to members is the CBA Booksellers
Service House which sells promotional products and
“business tools” at low prices. Plastic bags, order
forms, acrylic book stands and marketing kits are
among items that CBA offers for sale.

The Association holds an Annual Convention
and Trade Fair — this year June 23rd - 27th in Vancou-
ver — which brings booksellers from across the
country together to discuss the latest in industry
developments. The CBA converges with regional as-
sociations while a large number of publishers from
Canada and the US are represented at the Trade Fair;
seminars on topics from marketing and children’s
bookselling, to college/university sales are slated for
this year’s informational sessions; and suppliers with
the latest in shelving design and inventory systems
are also on hand.

The CBA keeps its members informed on in-
dustry developments with several publications, three
of which are: Biblio-File, a newsletter with late-break-
ing news, dates and promotional information; The
Booksellers Manual listing over 300 publishers and
pertinent policy information; and The Canadian
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Bookseller, a glossy magazine published 10 times a
year. This periodical features regular columns on col-
lege store news, regional reports, news from across
Canada, new (and lapsed) members and comparison
pricing of imported best selling books.

Generally a monthly feature article will discuss in
depth a topic of major concern to all members such as
a comparison of computer systems for small stores,
mergers of the large publishing concerns (most lately
Collins and Harper & Row to form Harper & Collins),
and newly developing booksellers’ campaigns —
from the Give the Gift of Literacy to the introduction of
Book Tokens.

As to whether the CBA offers feminist bookstores
any different advantages over mainstream stores, the
answer would be “not really.” The association pre-
sents a lot of enhancements for many types of stores
among which figure feminist stores. As Peggy Harris
from the Ottawa Women'’s Bookstore says, “It's like
any other professional business association. It keeps
us in touch with what’s going on, who's opening
bookstores, business gossip, tidbits of the industry. It’s
mainstream information on conferences, taxes, cen-
sorship.”

She answers to the question does CBA address
feminist concerns, “Not at all,” adding, “Maybe that’s
because we haven't contributed.”

The Ottawa Women'’s Bookstore has been a mem-
ber of CBA for seven years and is also a member of
ABA. Says Peggy, “If there was a similar European
publication, we would probably subscribe.” She's in-
terested in getting as much information as possible.

Barbara Szlavko, from Womansline Books in Lon-
don, Ontario — new phone (519) 679-3416 — joined
CBA a year before she and partner Debbie Kunder
opened the store just over three years ago. Barbara
attended the weekend Trade Bookselling course
offered through CBA and found it to be very useful for
“the practicalities of running a store, no matter what
your slant.”

Both Barbara and Peggy said that although CBA
has much to offer, their feminist sustenance comes
from FBN. When asked about their ideas for further
Canadian communication they each said that this
column is a good place for Canadian feminist book-
sellers to talk about their specific concerns.

Barbara said, “There are enough differences and
similarities between Canadian and American stores
that we can all benefit from the column.”

Peggy noted that she would like to see more
Canadian stores participating in the column, saying
“Thereis no point in repeating what is already here for
us to use. There is room enough to fit us all into FBN.
It’s up to us to make more of a commitment.”

As the writer of this column (remember [ decided
to write it as a forum for Canadian discussion) I need
more (some) feedback. So far I have tried to base the
column on the general theme of the current issue of
FBN. I have tried to contact stores to get your input. I
am generally limited to calling early in the mornings
or on weekends and have found that it is not as easy
asIhad hoped to getin touch with many of you. I have
also found that when I do get through to the store I
often talk to staff who are eager to refer me to the
owner, the woman who knows more about the subject,
the woman who has been there longer than anyone
else and, usually, the woman who doesn’t happen to
be there when I call!

It doesn’t happen in all cases but often enough to
make me wonder about how in feminist bookstores
we truly manage to make sure that knowledge and
responsibility are more equally distributed? I know,
for instance, that in the Everywomans collective in
which I have been involved for a number of years, it
is inevitable that newer members refer questions to
long-time members, even if the former is qualified to
respond. How long does it take us to accept our
abilities, and how can we equip our co-workers to be
experts in all areas of feminist bookselling.

It’s obvious that we have to spread different tasks
out to many members of our workforce and that no
one woman can know it all, but I would be interested
in finding out how stores manage to balance it all
when there is so much to do.

At the least, if you haven’t got time to write and
tell me everything that is on your mind, send mea list

See page 91
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BESTSELLERS

New Words
Cambridge, MA
1988 Bestsellers Sampler

1988 STORE-WIDE BESTSELLER
The Courage to Heal, Ellen Bass & Laura Davis,
$14.95.

GENERAL FICTION

Gone To Soldiers, Marge Piercy, $4.95.
Anywhere But Here, Mona Simpson, $6.95.
Heartbreak Hotel, Gabrielle Burton, $6.95.

WOMEN OF COLOR USA/FICTION

Beloved, Toni Morrison, $8.95.

Women of Brewster Place, Gloria Naylor, $3.95.

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurs-
ton, $6.95.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN/FICTION
Of Love and Shadows, Isabelle Allende, $4.50.
Bone People, Keri Hulme, $7.95.

LESBIAN FICTION

Memory Board, Jane Rule, $8.95.

Cows and Horses, Barbara Wilson, $7.95.
Gray Magic, Sarah Dreher, $8.95.

POLITICS & SOCIETY

With the Power of Each Breath: A Disabled
Women’s Anthology, Susan Browne et al., $9.95.

Femininity, Susan Brownmiller, $7.95.

On Lies Secrets & Silence, Adrienne Rich, $6.95.

PSYCHOLOGY -

Women'’s Ways of Knowing, Mary Belenky et al.,
$10.95.

Dance of Anger, Harriet Lerner, $8.95.

When Rocks Dance, Elizabeth Nunez-Harrell, $3.95.

&

In a Different Voice, Carol Gilligan, $6.95.

HEALTH
The New Our Bodies, Ourselves, Boston Women’s
Health Collective, $16.95.
Ourselves Growing Older, Paula Doress et al.,
$15.95.
~~Self-Help for PMS, Michelle Harrison, $9.95.

CALENDARS

Sara Steele 1989 Calendar, $10.95.
Carry It On 1989 Peace Calendar, $8.95.
Georgia O’Keefe Wall Calendar, $9.95.

\e

Pandora Book Peddlers

Englewood, New Jersey

WOMEN'’S STUDIES TITLES

‘: Woman Hating, Andrea Dworkin, $9.95

" The Chalice and the Blade, Riane Eisler, $9.95

Passionate Politics, Charlotte Bunch, $8.95

™ Women'’s Ways of Knowing, Belenky, Clinchy,
Goldberger, and Tarule, $10.95.

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurs-
ton, $6.95.

Different Daughters: A Book by Mothers of Lesbi-
ans, ed. by Louise Rafkin, $8.95.

5 This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical
Women of Color, ed. by Moraga & Anzaldua,
$9.95.

I..Rigoberta Menchu, An Indian Woman in
Guatemala, $11.95.

Choice of Heroes, Mark Gerzon, $8.95.
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Toward a New Psychology of Women, Jean Baker Unbroken Ties, C. Becker.
Miller, $7.95 Medicine Card, J. Sams
Politics of Women'’s Spirituality, Charlene Spret- If You're Afaid of the Dark, C. Edens.
nak, ed., $14.95. South of the Line, C. Ennis.
In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens, Alice Walker, Healing the Child Within, C. Whitfield.
$8.95. Beyond the Eagle, E. Chambers.
Bread Givers, Anzia Yezierska, $7.95. Eleven Million Mile High Dancer, C. Hill.
Love Medicine & Miracles, B. Siegel.
Two Sisters In Her Day, R. M. Brown.
Menlo Park, CA Places of Interest to Women 1989, Ferrari.
Spring, 1989 The Dream Book, B. Bethards.
Reflections in the Light, S. Gawain.
Menopause Naturally, S. Greenwood. Mistress Moderately Fair, Sturtevant.
Crystal Handbook, Sullivan. Lesbian Passion, J. Loulan.
Littlest Book for the Heart, Edited
Do What You Love, the Money Will Follow. A Room of One’s Own
Codependent No More, M. Beattie. Madison, Wisconsin

Spiral Dance, Starhawk. February, 1989

NEW! SPRING 1989  THE FORBIDDEN STITCH

sdite by L & Taitaka Courage to Heal, Bass, $14.95.

Lesbian Ethics, Hoagland, $14.95.*
Reflections in the Light, Gawain, $6.95.
The Chalice and the Blade, Eisler, $9.95.

*..a breakthrough book, an
ambitious work that provides a

good introduction to the mysteries In Her Day, Brown, $4.50.
surrounding Asian women." San £ ’

ErnGisco Ghroridl Boview Adult Children: Secrets of Dysfunction, Friel,

"There's beautiful, touching writing $8.95.
here.." Christian Science Monitor For Lesbians Only, Hoagland, $16.95.*

7
8 Codependent No More, Beattie, $8.95.

AN ASIAN-AMERICAN Anthology, 291 pages, $16.95 A : aa #he

WOMEN'S ANTHOLOGY. paper, $29.95 cloth. 9 Healing the Child Within, Whitfield, $8.95.
10

CALYX BOOKS [t

NGl W N

* Author Appearance.

FLORILEGIA WOMEN AND AGING ClaireLight
A RETROSPECTIVE OF Santa Rosa, CA
CALYX, 1976-1986 *Don't miss any of Women and February, 1989
Aging! Sojourner

*..dense, intense, rich." Tee "...an awakening experience." Belles . & i
Corinne, Lambda Rising Book {itss 1 Breaking F.ree Frf)m Compulsive Eating, G. Roth,
Report New American Library, $4.50.
Anthology, 256 pages, $12 paper,  Anthology, 262 pages, $14.95 2 12 Steps for Adult Children, Recovery Publica-
$24.95 cloth paper, $28.95 cloth tions, $6.95.

THE RIVERHOUSE STORIES 3 Healing the Shame that Binds You, John Brad-

by Andrea Carlisle
"A book of the heart." Lee Lynch, San Francisco Chronicle

Fiction, 144 pages, $8.95 paper, $16.95 cloth

shaw, Health Communications, $9.95.
3 Codependent No More, M. Beattie, Harper & Row,

$8.95.
Distributed by Talman Co. 4 Macho Sluts, Pat Califia, Alyson Publications,
CALYX BOOKS P.O.Box B Corvallis, OR 97339 (503) 753-9384 $8.95
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5 Battered Wives, Del Martin, Volcano Press, $10.00. 7 The New Our Bodies, Ourselves
6 You Can’t Afford the Luxury of a Negative 8 Outgrowing the Pain
Thought, P. McWilliams & John Roger, Prelude 9 The Sacred Hoop
Press, $12.95. 10 From Fear to Freedom
7 Courage to Heal, E. Bass & L. Davis, Harper & FICTION
Row, $14.95. 1 Daughters of Copper Woman
8 Trash, Dorothy Allison, Firebrand Books, $8.95. 2 Good Times Bad Times Mummy and Me
9 South of the Line, C. Ennis, Naiad Press, $8.95. 3 She Had Some Horses
10 Why Can’t Sharon Kowalski Come Home?, 4 The Pillow
Karen Thompson & Julie Andrzejewski, Spin- 5 A Bird in the House
sters/ Aunt Lute, $10.95. 6 The Women’s Decameron
7 Beet Queen
Bold Print 8 A Door Into Ocean
Winnipeg, Manitoba 9 The House of Spirits
March 1989 10 The Stone Angel
NON FICTION Bold Print
1 Don’t: A Woman’s Word Winnipeg, Manitoba
2 The Courage to Heal February 1989
3 Each Day a New Beginning FICTION
4 Breaking All the Rules 1 Guide to Gracious Lesbian Living
5 A New Approach to Women & Therapy 2 Hotel Romantika
6 Making Peace with Food 3 Woman on the Edge of Time See page 91
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Beacon Press reports a six figure sale for the
paperback rights for Virginia Woolf: The Impact of Child-
hood Sexual Abuse on her Life and Work by Louise
DeSalvo. In an auction involving three publishers and
a $75,000 floor, Ballantine Books eventually paid more
than $140,000 for the paperback rights. This is the first
book to reveal the extent of Woolf’s abusive upbring-
ing and its lifelong effects on her work. Woolf was
sexually abused by her two half brothers from the age
of six until well into adulthood; in fact, evidence sug-
gests that nearly every member of her immediate
family was involved in incest or physical violence or
both. But though Woolf left published and unpub-
lished work documenting these horrifying circum-
stances, Woolf’s earlier biographers have portrayed
her family as tranquil and loving, and her later de-
pression as “madness” rather than a legitimate re-
sponse to early and sustained childhood trauma.
(Beacon Press, $22.95 cl, 0-8070-6326-6.)

UK: The Women'’s Tapeover Quarterly, a new femi-
nist tape magazine, will offer a digest of articles from
English language feminist publications for the blind,
the partially-sighted and women with other reading
disabilities. The magazine will help women find out
what is happening with other women around the
world. It will highlight such issues as women outside
the western bloc, peace, anti-racist struggles, lesbian
liberation and other feminist issues. The Women’s
Tapeover Quarterly has grown out of the monthly tape
magazine Women'’s Tapeover which has published for
the last seven years. The monthly ceased publication
to allow concentration on the quarterly. For more in-
formation, contact Women’s Tapeover at 66 Oakfield
Road, London N4, U.K. No known U.S. distribution at
this time, except for direct subscription.

Jewish lesbian writer Lesléa Newman, (A Letter to
Harvey Milk, Good Enough to Eat, and Love Me Like You
Mean It) has been selected to receive a $9,500 award in
the Poetry category of the Massachusetts Artists Fel-
lowship Program. She is currently working on a num-
ber of projects including another poetry collection, a
children’s book, a novel, and an anthology about
Jewish women and their grandmothers. She recently
finished a second short story collection (Secrets) and a
non-fiction book about eating disorders.

AIDS: The Women, edited by Ines Rieder and
Patricia Ruppelt (Cleis Press) is the recipient of the
Words Project for AIDS book award. Words Project for
AIDS sponsors awards for work that represents the
commitment of the American literary community “to
unleash the power of the word” in the struggle against
AIDS. Judges for the awards included Jack Miles, Los
Angeles Times; Gregory Kolovakos, New York Council
on the Arts; Sybil Steinberg, Publishers Weekly; Sasha
Alyson, Alyson Publications; Ira Silverberg, Grove
Press; and Amy Scholder, City Lights Publishers.
AIDS: The Women sold out its first printing in 12
weeks.

Spinsters/Aunt Lute, after three years of being
turned down for National Endowment for the Arts
grants (reportedly because of the strength of Spin-
sters/ Aunt Lute’s lesbian titles) received NEA funds
to publish Reclaiming Medusa and Singing Softly/Can-
tando Bajito. A substantial grant from the Chicago
Resource Center assisted with the publishing of Why
Can’t Sharon Kowalski Come Home. O
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In Argentina and Japan!

Saga: Liberia de la Mujer, the women'’s bookstore
in Argentina, just celebrated their first birthday.
Owners Susana Sommer and Nené Reynoso stock
books in Spanish, English and Portuguese and have
about a thousand titles. Send them greetings and in-
formation at Saga, Hipolito Yrigoyen 2296 esq. Pichin-
cha Local 2 (1089), Buenos Aires, Argentina. They're
open Monday through Friday from 10am to 1pm and
from 4pm to 8pm. Saturdays from 10am to 1pm. Tele-
phones being as expensive as they are in Argentina,
Saga doesn’t have a phone, so be sure to take the hours
with you (and pass them on with theaddress to travel-
ing friends). The goddess of tape recorders cooperat-
ing, well have an interview with one of the women
who started Saga in the next issue.

Japan’s new feminist bookstore, Ms. Crayon-
house, opened on International Women’s Day. The
founder, Keiko Ochiai, has been running “Crayon-
house,” a children’s bookstore and library with a
small hall and restaurant attached for the last 13 years.
The hall has become a center for feminist movies,
concerts, seminars, and will become the home of “Ms.
Open School,” an alternative studies program for
women. Ms. Crayonhouse, the women’s bookstore,
will stock about 25,000 books and include a section for
women’s books from overseas. Please send catalogs,
etc., and indicate if you have a distributor in Japan (!)
or give directions for direct ordering. Write to Keiko
Ochiai, 3-8-15 Kitaaoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107,
Japan. Phone: 03-406-6492. Fax: 03-407-9568.

More New Stores and Changes
Boekh Vrolijk is a gay and lesbian bookstore in

Amsterdam. Send catalogs and information to An-
neke Reijuders, Boekh Vrolijk, Voetboogstraat 7

kelder, 1012 XK Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Tennessee now has a feminist bookstore. Arlene
Samowich opened The Book Oasis in Nashville on
April 29, 1089. The store will feature books for femi-
nists, lesbians, and gay men. She sends thanks to all of
the helpful people who have shared their ideas and
experiences and special thanks to Barbara Grier at
Naiad Press, Pokey Anderson at Inklings Bookstore in
Houston, and Carol Seajay at FBN for their encourage-
ment and wisdom. Send information to Arlene at 2824
Dogwood Place, Nashville TN 37204. Phone: 615-292-
7100.

First Page Bookstore has opened in a storefront of
its own. The original plan was to open in the building
with JJ’s Otherside, the local women'’s bar, but that
didn’t sit well with local ordinances, so they’ve moved
the location a hop, skip and jump down the street.
Their new address is First Page Bookstore, 2219 Wil-
ton Dr., Ft. Lauderdale FL 33305. Phone: 305-564-9045.
Sue and Bev send thanks to everyone who's sent them
advice, catalogs and information and are ready for
more!

“Healing Crystals” in Portland Oregon has
changed its name to Blue Earth Dream Trading Com-
pany. Their address is 8215 SE 13th Ave., Portland OR
97202.

Lynne Gleeson is the new owner of Stepping
Stones, the women’s bookstore in the Artifactory, a
Palo Alto artisans selling cooperative. Send mail to
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Stepping Stones, The Artifactory, 226 Hamilton Ave.,
Palo Alto CA 94301.

Closings
Each of the last three issues has announced 8 to
10 new stores. In this issue we catch up with the

closings.
S o
=

After much deliberation, the women at Lammas,
the Washington, DC women’s bookstore, have con-
curred with Harriet Clare’s experience at Dreams and
Swords — running two stores is about five times more
difficult than running one — and decided to close the
Seventh Street store and expand both sales and office
space at the Dupont Circle store. The decision in-
cluded a number of factors: Lammas has long since
outgrown the Capital Hill store. The continuing
yuppification of the area ("It's becoming one of those
neighborhoods where you can buy five kinds of
chocolate chip cookies but can’t get lunch.") along
with the accompanying rent increases have put large
spaces out of reach for independent bookstores. Con-
solidating will allow Lammas to increase the number
of books, records and gift items they stock and makes
expansion at the thriving Dupont Circle store possible.
All staff positions have been retained with some cuts
in hours. Lammas was open on Seventh Street for 16
years. Send all correspondence to Lammas at the
Dupont Circle store, 1426 21st St. NW, Washington DC
20036. Phone: 202-775-8218. Stop by when you're in
DC. (Previous address was 321 Seventh St. SE, 20003.)

A Woman’s Place Bookstore in Oakland, Cal-
ifornia, after a long downward spiral, has finally
closed. A Woman'’s Place, many will remember, ex-
perienced an exceedingly bitter, internal collective dis-
pute six years ago. Lawsuits were filed, and the sides
eventually agreed to a binding arbitration. The arbi-
trators decided that all of the collective members
should leave the store, one faction immediately and
the other faction phasing out within two years, thus
leaving the store — at that time one of the six largest

feminist bookstores in the country — with no ex-
perienced staff. During the course of the dispute,
shopping in the store was very tense and customers
and community members were asked to take sides in
the dispute. The post-arbitration collectives were
plagued with high staff turnover, inexperience, finan-
cial problems, and a sorely divided customer base.
Bridges were never mended, many of the store’s pre-
vious customers never or rarely returned to shop.
Sales never returned to their pre-dispute levels. Two
years ago sales dwindled to the point where salaries
could no longer be paid and a volunteer collective was
formed. By the beginning of this year receipts were
covering rent and other overhead, but were no longer
sufficient to replace the stock sold or to order new
titles. The store closed in April and will, in all likeli-
hood, file bankruptcy, though there are some plans
afoot for fundraising to pay off debts to feminist and
small presses. A Woman'’s Place, then ICI-(Informa-
tion Center Incorporated)-A Woman’s Place, was one
of the first feminist bookstores to open and thrive and
was a center for feminist organizing in the Bay Area
for many years. Feminist bookselling continues to
flourish in the Bay Area, however, at Mama Bear’s
Bookstore (founded and staffed by the women who
originally started ICI-A Woman’s Place) and Old
Wives Tales, which was also founded by women who
learned bookselling at ICI-A Woman'’s Place during its
heyday. Claims and correspondence may be sent to A
Woman's Place, PO Box 11004, Oakland CA 94611.

Womonfyre Books in Northampton, Massa-
chusetts has also closed. The decision to close was the
result of a number of factors including severe staff
burnout, high (support) staff turnover, an expiring
lease, and the opening of a second feminist bookstore
in the same town. Womonfyre’s immediate neighbor-
hood is gentrifying and the landlord was asking for
double the previous rent. Womonfyre’s owner reports
that the store was doing adequately financially but

couldn’t afford the proposed rent increase and it
Continued next pagq
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OUT OF PRINT

WANTEB: &5%4.......co00vennees OFFERED
Books Wanted
Bold Print, Inc.
478A River Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA R3L 0C8
Millman, Marcia. Such A Pretty Face.

M.]J. Mazza
246 Lisbon Ave.
Buffalo NY 14215

I’'m researching Black lesbian literature. Authors
I have read include Audre Lorde, Pat Parker, Ann
Allen Shockley, Jewelle Gomez, Sapphire, Anita Corn-
well, Cheryl Clarke, Pandoura Carpenter, SDiane
Bogus, Michelle Parkerson, Alexis De Veaux, Becky
Birtha and Barbara Smith. I'm actively looking for
work by Red Arobateau, Pat Suncircle, the Jemima
Writers’ Collective, Joan Gibbs, Lea Hopkins,
Stephanie Byrd, Linda J. Brown, J.R. Roberts, and
others. ©]

Here’s How It Works

If there are books that you/your customers
are looking for or want to sell, send your name,
address, phone and theauthorsand titles (and any
particulars — HB only, Multiple copies wanted,
PB OK) to FBN/Books Wanted /Offered. We'll run
your list in the next issue. Store name, address and
phone number count as three lines. Each book
listing counts as a separate line (48 characters/line
maximum) $.60/line. Mark all listings either
“Wanted” or “Offered.” Payment is due with the
listing.

Your customers are welcome to list titles if
you don’t want to track their requests.

To Respond to “Books Wanted”: The simplest
way to respond is to send a postcard specifying
the book you’d like to sell, your name, address
and phone number, the book’s condition and the
price you'll sell it for. (Include postage in the
price.) It’s traditional to offer to hold the book for
2-4 weeks. If the bookstore wants to buy your
copy, they’ll send you a check and you send the
book by return post.

If you want a book that is being offered, your
best bet is to get on the phone! ©)

That-a-way, continued

didn’t seem to be a wise time to push for the kind of
expansion that would have been necessary to cover
the new rent. Ongoing criticism from within the fem-
inist community, along with “burn-out” and exhaus-
tion, were contributing factors in the decision to close
the store. Over the last several years Womonfyre had
been the target of anti-lesbian and anti-feminist at-
tacks including telephone and mail threats and, later,
bomb threats. The man originating the telephone
harassment was eventually caught and sentenced to
three months in jail, of which he served two weeks. No
one was apprehended for the later series of bomb and
death threats which included the placement of a non-
live hand grenade outside the store.

Publishers Move, Too
Banned Books has a slightly changed address:
They are now Number 292 (rather than #231), PO Box

33280, Austin TX 78764.

Dreams and Shadows, the illustrated journal that is
the source for many of FBN's graphics, should now be
ordered from Sudie Rakusin at her new address:
Route 3, Box 648, Arthur Minnis Road, Hillsborough
NC 27278.

Aquila Tapes and Full Circle Workshops (Diane
Mariechild and Shuli Goodman) new address is PO
BOX 458, Point Reyes Station CA 94956.

Books Get Around, Too

For Sylvia, the book-length love letter from Valen-
tine Ackland to her lover Sylvia Townsend Warner
that was listed in last issue’s “Recovery Fiction” sec-
tion, is out of print from Norton but the remainders
have been picked up by Alyson Publications ($4.95 cl)
and combine with other Alyson titles for discounts of
up to 44% for 100+ copies). For Sylvia was orginally
published by Virago. o
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Womb with Views

A Contradictionary of the
Enguish Language

by Kate Musgrave

A delightful, more than occasionally
outrageous social commentary car-
toon-illustrated feminist dictionary.
ISBN0-941300-12-9 $8.95

Olympia Brown

the Battle for Equality

by Charlotte Coté

Biography of thefirst ordained woman
minister in the US who had a life long
commitrnent to equal rights forwomen
and women's enfranchisement.
ISBN 0-941300-09-9 $9.95
ISBN0-941300-11-0Cloth ~ $16.95

Rebirth of Power

Overcoming the Effects of
Sexual Abuse through the
Expceriences of Others

ediled by Pamela Portwood,
Michele Gorcey and Peggy Sanders
A powerful and empowering anthol-
ogy of poetry and prose by survivors of

sexual abuse.
ISBN 0-941300-07-2 $9.95

Why Me?

Help for victims of child sexual
abuse, evenifthey areadultsnow.
by Lynn B. Daugherty, Ph.D.
Sensitive, frank, important and infor-
mative book to begin the process of
healing the psychological wounds of
sexual abuse.

ISBN 0-941300-01-3 $7.95

Something Ilappencd

to Me

by Phyllis E. Sweet, M.S.

A sensitive, straightforward
book designed to help children
victimized by incest or other
sexual abuse.
ISBN0-941300-00-5  $4.95

© REGALEY ©
| COULDNT CRY
WHEN ED

\oa

I Couldn't Cry

When Daddy Died

by Iris Galey

First published in New Zealand, this
courageous and sensitive personal ac-
count of an incest survivor is not just
one of despair, it is a story of inspira-
tion and hope.

ISBN 0-941300-10-2 $9.95

Order directly from Mother Courage Press
or bookstores and libraries may order from—Inland, Bookpeople or Baker & Taylor

Mother Courage Press

1533 Illinois Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 53405 (414) 634-1047

MiviAN:

T

Night
Lights

The Woman Inside
from Incest Victim to Survivor
by Patty Derosier Barnes

A workbook designed to help an in-
cest victim work through pain, confu-
sion and hurt. Practical mental lists,
emotional recipes, activities and exer-
cises for healing.
ISBN0-941300-13-7 $11.95

Warning! Dating may be
hazardous to your health!

by Claudette McShane

Date rape and dating abuse occur in every
corner of our society, without regard to
race, class or age and may indicate future
spouse abuse. This book emphasizes that
women need not put up with any kind of
abuse, are not to blame for being abused
and can regain control of their lives.
ISBN 0-941300-08-0 $9.95

Fear or Freedom

a Woman's Options in Social
Survival and Physical Defense
by Susan Smith

This book realistically offers options
to fear of social intimidation and fear
of violent crime with an important
new approach to self-defense for

women.
ISBN 0-941300-03-X $11.95

NEWS

by Heather Conrad

A gripping novel of awomen's computer
takeover to make the empire-builders
and the money-makers stop destroying
the people and the Earth.

ISBN 0-941300-04-8 $9.95

Night Lights

by Bonnie Shrewsbury Arthur

Not your traditional lesbian romance,
this novel tackles middle age lovers
dealing with teen age children, AIDS
hysteria, women in the priesthood and
former President Reagan's brand of eco-
nomics, withalight touch that may make
ou laugh out loud.
SBN 0-941300-05-6 $8.95

Rowdy & Laughing

by B. L. Holmes

She's not gay, she's rowdy and laughing.
After four children and 20 years of mar-
riage, the author fell in love with another
woman. These poems encompassthe joy
of life and being in love—for all people.
ISBN 0-941300-06-4 $4.95

>
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WRITING WANTED

S TGS

Contributions for an anthology of gay/lesbian
Asian American experience in prose and poetry are
being sought for eventual publication. Narratives of
personal experience and narratives of what it is—and
feels—like being Asian and gay/lesbian are wanted.
Please help to spread the word. Send SASE with man-
uscript or for further information. Contact Boon
Yong/Vince Sales, ASUC Store Box #322, Bancroft
Way and Telegraph Ave., Berkeley CA 94720- 1111.

Bergamot Books is looking for manuscripts by
women dealing with outdoor and wilderness ex-
periences and/or nature themes. Bergamot is inter-
ested in both new work and reprints. For more
information contact Barb Wieser, Bergamot Books, PO
Box 7413, Minneapolis MN 55407.

Alyson Publications already has a line of books
for lesbian and gay teenagers, including One Teenager
in Ten and Crush. They are actively seeking new man-
uscripts for this audience, especially fiction for and
about lesbian teenagers. Send cover letter plus synop-
sis to Alyson Publications, 40 Plympton St., Boston
MA 02118.

For an oral history of the Stonewall Riots, Michael
Scherker is looking for photographs of the riots and
information from women and/or people of color as
well as others (police officers, Stonewall Inn em-
ployees, journalists, et al.) who witnessed or partici-
pated in the riots. Any letters, diary entries, fliers,
clippings or other documentary material on, or
generated by, the Stonewall Riots are also of great
interest.

Originally scheduled for publication this June, on
the 20th anniversary of the riots, the book has been

delayed by both an unexpected volume of responses
to notices run last year and by problems in getting
records on the riots from the New York City Policeand
the FBI. (Surely they took photos!) Authors’ proceeds
from the book will go to a fund for gay and lesbian
archives and history. Send information to Michael
Scherker, PO Box 100391, Brooklyn NY 11210. 718-434-
6814.

i

Voyages Out

In order to collect, celebrate and instigate new
lesbian voices in fiction, Seal Press is launching Voy-
ages Out in Fall, 1989. Twice a year Seal will publish
six to eight stories by two lesbian authors whose short
fiction has not yet been collected in book form. The
writers may be poets, playwrights or novelists who
work only occasionally in the short story form, or
fiction writers who are just beginning their careers.

Voyages Out #1, to be published in September,
1989, features the work of Carla Tomaso, Pasadena
playwright and short story writer, whose fiction has
previously appeared in Common Lives, Lesbian Lives
and the anthology Unholy Alliances, and Paula Marti-
nac, from Brooklyn, who is on the editorial board of
Conditions and the editor of the forthcoming an-
thology, The One You Call Sister.

Seal is currently looking for authors for this series
and welcomes submissions. There is no deadline. The
books will be published every Spring and Fall, under
a standard royalty contract. Interested authors should
send six to fifteen stories for Seal to choose from, and
an SASE, to Barbara Wilson, Seal Press, 3131 Western
Ave. #410, Seattle WA 98121.
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For Love and Fonr L{e

The 1987 March on Washington
For Leshian and Gay Rights

The fabulous multi-image
slide show by
JEB (Joan E. Biren)
Is now available as a
60 min. VHS video!

RETAIL: 59.95
WHOLESALE: 39.95

Order from Ladyslipper, your
complete source of hard-to-find
recordings by women artists.

ORDER # 800-634-6044
FAX # 919-682-5601

for the world’s most complete
free

write
LADYSLIPPER! LT
PO. Box 3124 « Durham, NC 27705 >

(919) 6831570

Publisher Wanted

Susanna Sturgis is looking for a publisher for One
for the Road, an anthology for young people dealing
with alcoholism in friends for family members. Inter-
ested publishers please contact Susanna at PO Box 39,
W. Tisbury MA 02575.

2o LIRSS SN\

Writing Workshops

The West Coast Women and Words Society of
British Columbia is sponsoring their fifth annual West
Word Summer School/Writing Retreat for Women
August 13 to August 26. Smaro Kamboureli will lead
the poetry course, Beth Brant the fiction course, and
Joyce Nelson the creative documentary course. Fee is
C$525. For more information write West Word V, West
Coast Women and Words #210—640 W. Broadway,
Vancouver BC V5A 1G4. Tel: 604-872-80143

The Flight of the Mind Writing Workshop
(August 13-20) offers formal instruction, peer critique
groups, time for work in a room of one’s own, and the
opportunity to exchange ideas with other writers —
as well as excellent meals, swimming pool and a the
constant companionship of a rushing river. Instructors
this year will be Ursula K. Le Guin (fiction), Evelyn C.
White (non- fiction), Judith Barrington (poetry), and
Theresa Clark and Carletta Wilson (word/sound col-
laboration & performance). This workshop tradition-
ally attracts women from many cultures and lifestyles,
ranging in age from early twenties to over eighty. $425.
Some scholarship assistance available. Write to Writ-
ing Workshop, 622 Southeast 29th Ave., Portland OR
97214 for brochure and other information.

The Feminist Women’s Writing Workshop con-
venes again July 9-21 on a lakeside campus in upstate
New York. Resident faculty will be Rachel Guido
deVries and Mary Gilliland. Lucille Clifton and Judith
McDaniel will be guest writers. Nancy Bereano will be
the guest editor. Tuition, room & board is $695. Non-
resident participants $495. Writers’ Retreat for
FWWW alumnae (room & board only) is $495. For
more information write FWWW, PO Box 6583, Ithaca
NY 14851. ()
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INTERNATIONAL /¥

- WOMEN 9

By Joni Seager, New Words

OUT OF AFRICA

As both a geographer and a feminist, it makes me
uneasy to write a column on “African women'’s litera-
ture;” North Americans too often talk about Africa as
if it is a single, homogeneous place. What arrogance!
What ignorance! Africa is a continent. It embraces
more than 40 countries, each with a distinctive history,
each with a particular ethnic and racial mix, and each
with a distinctive contemporary politics — including
gender politics. But the fact of the matter is that so little
women'’s literature (either fiction or non-fiction) from
Africa is available to us here in the U.S,, that it really
is not possible or practical to divide the literature into
very many sub-sections. There is, for example, only
one women’s novel from Zimbabwe that we know to
be available in the U.S.; only one non-fiction descrip-
tion of women’s lives in Guinea-Bissau (written by a
non-African woman, at that); nothing from Gabon,
Chad, Mauritania, Tanzania or, indeed, from the ma-
jority of other African countries.

Shelving books by or about African women thus
becomes an exercise in political frustration. In the
non-fiction section at New Words, we do have one
general “Africa” section, but we also allocate books,
where possible, by large regional sub-divisions:
Southern Africa, and West Africa, for example. Egyp-
tian non-fiction writing usually is shelved with our
“Middle East” section, because this more appro-
priately reflects the political slant of the books them-
selves. In the fiction section, we try to create sections
country-by-country: thus we have a shelf with specific
slots for books from Botswana, Nigeria, Algeria,
Egypt, South Africa, and now, Zimbabwe.

Bearing these political reservations in mind,
here’s a quick overview of the resources available to
fill an “African Women” section:

NON-FICTION

SOUTH AFRICA: South Africa should definitely be
shelved as a distinctive sub-section — and there is
now a substantial literature to makea very full section.
Three outstanding books by South African Black
women are: Ellen Kuzwayo, Call Me Woman, (Spin-
sters/Aunt Lute, $9.50), an autobiography; Elsa
Joubert, Poppie Nongena: One Woman’s Struggle
Against Apartheid, (Owl, $8.95, dist. by Henry Holt),
based on the actual life of a Black woman, this book
created a major controversy when it was originally
published in South Africa in Afrikaans; and Winnie
Mandela, Part of My Soul Went With Him, (Norton,
$5.95), an extraordinary autobiography and worth
reading, despite the controversy now swirling around
Winnie Mandela.

There are several good books available about
South African women. Shula Marks’ Not Either an
Experimental Doll: The Separate Worlds of Three
South African Women, ($9.95), is a new book from
Indiana University Press that illuminates the work-
ings of institutionalized racism through the corre-
spondence of three South African women in the 1940s
and ‘50s. Another book that relies on women’s own
voices from South Africa is Beata Lipman’s, We Make
Freedom: Women in South Africa, (Pandora Press,
$10.95). A British group, the International Defenceand
Aid Fund for South Africa (IDAF, $7.50, dist. by In-
land), puts out two very moving photographic por-
traits of life in South Africa: Women Under Apartheid
($7.50) and a companion book, Children Under
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Apartheid ($7.50, dist. by Inland). A more recent
photo-essay, also very strong and moving, is Jane
Barrett’s, South African Women on The Move, (Be-
tween the Lines, $14.95, distributed by Inland in the
U.S.):

HEALTH ISSUES: World interest has recently fo-
cused on two particular health issues in Africa: female
circumcision, and AIDS (The two may or may not be
related, depending on whom one listens to.). Female
circumcision is such a politically and culturally loaded
issue that it is best for white, Western women to
simply listen to the voices of African women. For-
tunately, there are now several books available by
African women on this issue: Asma El Dareer, (a
Sudanese doctor) Woman Why Do You Weep? Cir-
cumcision and Its Consequences, (Zed Books, $7.95,
distributed by Inland in the U.S.); Awa Thiam, Black
Sisters, Speak Out, (Pluto Press, $9.95, distributed by
Unwin Hyman in the U.S.), an anthology of Black
African Muslim women speaking out against a range
of oppressions they face; and Olayinka Koso-Thomas,
(a Nigerian doctor), The Circumcision of Women: A
Strategy for Education, (Zed Books, $9.95). Two books
about the international AIDS crisis, and the search for
AIDS’ origins in Africa, are: AIDS and the Third
World, (New Society Publishers, $12.95), and Blaming
Others: Prejudice, Race,and Worldwide AIDS, (New
Society Publishers, $9.95). Neither collection focuses
on African women particularly, but it is important to
recognize this issue as a health crisis for women in
Africa, and equally important to confront the racism
that the worldwide AIDS crisis has stirred up.

AFRICA OVERVIEW: There are several good books
on the political, economic, and social situation of
women in Africa. Most, unfortunately, are written by

non-Africans, and most are written in a dispassionate,
quasi-academic, “social science” style, but that seems
to be the nature of Western publishing on inter-
national women! The classic study is now a bit out-
dated (it was published in 1976), but is still useful:
Nancy Hafkin & Edna Bay, Women in Africa, (Stan-
ford University Press, $9.95). Two recent additions to
the field are: Maria Rosa Cutrufelli, Women of Africa:
Roots of Oppression, (Zed Books, $9.95), and Ann
Seidman, The Roots of Crisis in Southern Africa,
(Africa World Press, $8.95, distributed by Inland).

Books on women in specific African countries,
other than South Africa, are few and far between.
Stephanie Urdang, a free-lance journalist, wrote the
only book available on women in Guinea- Bissau, the
now-classic Fighting Two Colonialisms: Women in
Guinea-Bissau, (Monthly Review, $6.50). She has just
published a volume on women and war in Mozam-
bique, And Still They Dance, (Monthly Review,
$12.00). An anthology of wide-ranging writings by
Nigerian women, one of its kind, has just been pub-
lished: Women in Nigeria Today, (Zed Books, $9.95).
And a forthcoming collection on Kenyan women
looks inviting: Sarah Mirza & Margaret Strobel, Three
Swahili Women: Life Histories from Mombasa,
Kenya, (Indiana University Press, $9.95).

EGYPT: As I noted in my preface, we tend to shelve
Egyptian non-fiction writings with our “Middle East”
section, for obvious reasons. There are several excel-
lent books by Egyptian women that add a feminist
dimension to our understanding of the complicated
politics of the region. A recent oral-history collection
is available from Zed Books: Wedad Zenie-Ziegler, In
Search of Shadows: Conversations with Egyptian
Women ($15.00). Sana Hasan writes movingly of her
journey of personal and political discovery in Enemy
in the Promised Land: An Egyptian Woman’s Jour-
ney into Israel, (Schocken Books, $8.95). Nawal El
Sa’adawi’s writings are a must, and her account of her
imprisonment in the early 1980s is a frightening and
compelling story of political struggle: Memoirs From
the Women’s Prison, (Women’s Press, $7.95). Jehan
Sadat, the wife of former Egyptian leader Anwar
Sadat, talks about politics from quite another perspec-
tivein her just-published autobiography: A Woman of
Egypt, (Pocket Books, $8.95).
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 THREE co NENTS _PRESS %,

_ winner of the UNESCO Education for Peace :
Prize (1987), writes about women from both

 sides of the Egyptian-Israeli conflict—silent
»"mtnesses to a conﬁxct that has shattered

PEARS FROM THE WILLOW TREE/WoIet _

_Lannoy. This long-lost Goan-Indian novel has

been “re-discovered” by Peter Nazareth. Seb,

the novel's protagonist. is a member of an

Indian ‘lost generation.” As a teacher at a . Alivd aeL BICCad S1OWS Wollla ‘
Gandhian-inspired school, he struggles along- s Vi nd tar he male’s pre-
side his countrymen against corruption of the occupation with and fear of women.
soul to take over and remake post-Imperial India.

ISBN 0-89410-564-7/C/$26; -565-5/P/$12

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WOMEN WRITERS
FROM THE CARIBBEAN/Brenda Berrian,
Creative works by Dutch, English, French and
 Spanish-speaking women writers from the Car-
ibbean are included in this exhaustive biblio-

graphy which lists original formed works.

ISBN 0 89410-600 7/ C/ $25; -601- 5/ P/ $15

_ OUR SUN WILLRISE /Amelia Blossom House.
A collection of poems by a native South African
who depicts and interprets the subtle and
explosive tensions of her homeland.
Includes 18 full-page drawings by artist Selma
~ Waldman, ISBN 0-89410-642- /C/$18 ~643-_
:‘0/ P/ 10 '

ladhldnl Costomers and nbmiuz 20% off all ordet
mmm Wiolunm:
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FICTION

CHILDREN’S BOOKS: There are a surprising num-
ber of children’s books available that are either by
African authors, or that draw directly on African
origins. A spectacularly illustrated version of a
Dahomean folktale is available from St. Martin’s
Press: Susan L. Roth, Fire Came to the Earth People,
(cl $9.95). There are three African-based large-format
children’s books from the “Dial Books for Young
Readers” series: Muriel Feelings, Jambo Means Hello:
Swahili Alphabet Book, ($4.95); Verna Aardema,
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain (a Kenyan tale),
($3.95); and, Verna Aardema, What's So Funny Ketu?
A Nuer Tale, ($3.95). For older children, Peggy Ap-
piah has collected tales from West Africa: Tales of an
Ashanti Father, (Beacon Press, $5.95). None of these
books is particularly feminist, nor do they strongly
feature women or girl characters, but they do add
considerably to the range of progressive and multi-
cultural books available for children.

L

SOUTH AFRICA: Nadine Gordimer is the pre-emi-
nent South African woman of letters. We carry eleven
of her novels, all published by Penguin Books, the
most popular of which are: Sport of Nature ($6.95),
Burgers Daughter ($6.95), and July’s People ($5.95).
A number of novels by less-well known authors swell
the South African fiction shelves, and should not be
overlooked in building an international fiction sec-
tion. Among the best are: Dalene Matthee, Fiela’s
Child, (Ballantine, $3.95), set in nineteenth- century
South Africa; Farida Karodia, a South African now
living in Canada, explores the Indian and “colored”
subcultures of South Africa in her novel, Daughters of
the Twilight, (Women'’s Press, $7.95) and her collec-
tion of short stories, Coming Home, (Heinemann,
$7.50); one of the only multi-author short-story collec-
tions available is Ann Oosthuizen’s, Sometimes

When It Rains: Writings By South African Women
(Pandora Press, $9.95); Menan du Plessis’s novel, A
State of Fear (Pandora Press, $7.95) and Zoe Wi-
comb’s, You Can’t Get Lost in Cape Town (Pantheon,
$6.95), have both received much critical acclaim.

AND ELSEWHERE: African women (in addition to
Nadine Gordimer) are prominent in any list of major
twentieth-century literary figures: Buchi Emecheta,
Nawal El Sa’adawi and Bessie Head have enormous
reputations, and are all prolific writers. Emecheta, a
Nigerian author currently living in England, has a
dozen books now in print, all published by George
Braziller. Among her best known are The Bride Price
($6.95), The Joys of Motherhood ($6.95), The Rape of
Shavi ($6.95), and Moonlight Bride ($6.95). Bessie
Head, a South African ex-patriate who lived in Bot-
swana until her death a few years ago, has a half-
dozen novels in print, all available from Heinemann:
her most popular novels among New Words readers
are Maru ($6.00) and Collector of Treasures ($7.00). El
Sa’adawi’s newest novel, The Children’s Song, will
be released by Zed Books in May 1989 ($9.95); her
other novels, Death of An Ex-Minister ($8.25), God
Dies By The Nile ($5.95) and Two Women in One,
($7.95) are widely popular.

A novel by Miriama Ba, from Senegal, So Long A
Letter, (Heinemann, $6.50), consistently receives rave
reviews. And the newest offering in our African fiction
section is a first novel by Zimbabwean author Tsitsi
Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions (Seal Press,
$8.95).

I am not including in my review here any of the
writings of colonial ex-patriates (Isak Dinesen and
Beryl Markham, for example) because they are so
widely available, and because I have some am-
bivalence about including the “white woman in the
wilds” genre in an overview of African writings. But
they do reflect an important era in African history, and
deserve passing mention.

And, finally, African women’s writing has now
generated volumes of literary criticism — a sure sign
of its entry into the literary mainstream. Two recent
collections stand out: Carole Davies, ed., Ngambika:
Studies of Women in African Literature (Africa
World Press, $11.95), and Eldred Jones, ed., Women in
African Literature Today, (Africa World, $8.95). O
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By Tee Corinne

New and recent releases from Midmarch Arts
Press include Yesterday And Tomorrow: California
Women Artists and No Bluebonnets, No Yellow
Roses: Essays On Texas Women In The Arts, both
edited by Sylvia Moore. These continue the series
begun with Pilgrims & Pioneers: New England Women
In The Arts and are beginning to fill in the picture of a
multi-faceted, broad-based movement of women
visual artists.

Each book includes pieces on past artists, support
systems and relatively recent work. California
Women Artists has chapters on artists from different
locales, Asian-American, Black and Latina women
artists, various crafts and a highly interesting appen-
dix called “Projects and Publications” which discusses
Womanhouse, Judy Chicago, Artweek, Chrysalis and
more. Midmarch Arts Books, Box 3304, Grand Central
Station, New York, NY 10163. Yesterday And Tomor-
row, $15.95 pb, 0-9602476-9-6, 378 pp, b&w illus.; No
Bluebonnets, No Yellow Roses, $10.95 pb, 0-9602476-
8-8, 138 pp, b&w illus., 30% discount to bookstores.

Putting Myself In the Picture: A Political, Per-
sonal And Photographic Autobiography by Jo
Spence is another of those gritty, interesting, useful art
books that have been coming out of Britain lately. “I
endeavor to offer an account of the way in which one
photographer has continually changed,” says Spence
who carries us with her from 1949 when she was a
white collar worker who began to dream of being a
photographer, through her documentary work, self
exploration and finally self-healing. This book em-
powers any and all women to get involved with pho-
tography and to use it in a flexible and meaningful
way. The Real Comet Press, $17.95 pb, 0- 941104-35-4,

$23.95 cl, 0-941104-38-9, dist. by IN, BP and others.
Rosa Alice, May Stevens: Ordinary Extraordi-
nary, ed. by Melissa Dabakis and Janis Bell is an
intense collection documenting Stevens’ paintings
and prints since 1976: work involved with re-imagin-
ing women'’s history. In order to collapse traditional
categories of public and private, Stevens juxtaposes
the lives of the revolutionary socialist leader Rosa
Luxemberg with the artist’s mother, Alice Stevens, a
working-class woman whose life was marginalized.
Powerful. Universe Books, $12.95 pb., 0-87663-750-0,
64 pp, 24 illus. (4 in color), dist. by St. Martins.
Artists’ Taxes: The Hands-on Guide, An Alter-
native To “Hobby” Taxes by Jo Hanson is an excellent

From Yesterday and Tomorrow
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and essential book that could change many artists’
lives. As Hanson said to me at a recent conference,
“The IRS has harassed everyone through the hobby
issue, but I think that they give women a harder time
and that often women have conditions that look less
professional. In any case, accurate, reliable informa-
tion certainly takes one out of the victim category.”
Right. Vortex Press SE, 1800 Market Street #100, San
Francisco, CA 94102, $12.50 pb, 0-942213-00-9, 53 pp,
40%, bookstores pay postage, order direct.

=)

Memoirs of Madame Vegee Lebrun translated
by Lionel Strachey is the reminiscences of the most
celebrated woman painter of the era of the French
Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars. Vegee Lebrun
(1755-1842) vividly describes her life as an artist and
the dramatic times in which she lived. George
Braziller, $12.95 pb, 0-8076-1222-7, $24.95 cl, 0-8076-
1221-9.

Beyond Modernism: Essays On Art From the 70s
and 80s by Kim Levin is a lively and compelling
history of recent mainstream art by the art critic for The
Village Voice. Though not overtly feminist (most of the
essays are about male artists) Levin deals seriously
and intelligently with feminist performance artist
Eleanor Antin, with Laurie Anderson and sculptor
Eva Hesse. Harper & Row, Icon Editions, $11.95 pb,
0-06-430176-1, some illustrations.

Feminist Art Criticism: An Anthology, ed. by
Arlene Raven, Cassandra L. Langer and Joanna Frueh
is a timely selection of essays spanning the last fifteen
years from sources as diverse as Off Our Backs and
Artforum. Essay titles include “Women Artists and the
Politics of Representation,” “Rethinking Women's
Cinema” and “Contemporary Chicana Artists.” UMI
Research Press, $39.95 cl, 0-8357-1878-6, b&w illustra-
tions.

New in paper is The Lives of Lee Miller by
Anthony Penrose, one of those books I'd like to rave
on and on about. Miller was born in 1907, had careers

as a fashion model, art photographer connected with
the surrealists, and documentary photographer cover-
ing WW II. She photographed the opening of the
concentration camps and the devastating reality they
represented. Then, around the age of forty, she became
pregnant, married the child’s father and changed the
direction of her life completely, becoming a renowned
hostess and award winning chef. She wouldn’t let
anyone write about her photographs or organize
shows of her work in the later years of her life so she
has only become known again since her death in 1977.
Thames and Hudson, $19.95 pb, 0-500-27509-2, 171
photographs, dist. by W. W. Norton.

The Lives of Lee Miller is complemented (expen-
sively) by Jane Livingston’s Lee Miller, Pho-
tographer, a lush and exquisitely reproduced book
that adds another layer to our understanding of this
complex and talented woman. Thames and Hudson,
$50.00 cl, 0-500-54139-6, 172 pp., many photographs,
dist. by W. W. Norton.

While I'm on the subject of beautiful books of
photographs let me recommend Ruth Bernhard: The
Eternal Body, a collection of fifty nude photographs
taken over a forty-two year period. Bernhard’s nudes
(all women) have a classic purity and great elegance.
Photography West Graphics, PO Box 7116, Carmel,
CA 93921, $50 cl, 0-9616515-1-2, 50 photographs, 20%
on orders of two or more.

Several of Ruth Bernhard’s images are available
as cards from Museum Graphics, POB 2368, Menlo
Park, CA 94025.

An exceptionally intelligent book is The Spec-
tacle of Women: Imagery of the Suffrage Campaign
1907-14 by Lisa Tickner which I hope will come out in
paperback next year so that it can reach a wider
audience. Its broad subject is the use of visual imagery
within and against the political movement for
women'’s rights in Britain, and the women artists
whose contributions were integral to it. The Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, $37.50 cl, 0-226-80245-0, 334 pp.,
profusely illustrated.

Eva Hesse Sculpture by Bill Barrette is a truly
elegant book about a contemporary abstract sculptor
(1936-1970) who died at the age of 34, just as she was
beginning to receive international attention. One
hundred and eight works are pictured, ninety-two in
color, accompanied by a lively documentary text. Tim-

May/June 1989

Volume 12 Number 1

This content downloaded from
70.126.145.227 on Sat, 19 Mar 2022 17:42:04 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



The Feminist Bookstore News

ken Publishers, $60 cl, 0-943221-02-1, dist. by Rizzoli.

In Quilts of Illusion Laura Fisher tells us that
illusion quilts are “mysterious and intriguing, offer-
ing multiple images, a rich unity of opposites, visually
dynamic spatial forces, a sense of movement, and
constant visual stimulation.” This book is a celebra-
tion of those qualities, both in words and in powerful
color photographs. Main Street Press, William Case
House, Pittstown, NJ 08867, $15.95 pb, 1-55562-009-4;
$25 cl, 1-565562-010-8, 144 pp., 195 photos (50 in color),
1-4 at 20%, 5+ at 40%, order direct, $2 per book for
shipping.

Reflections: Woman’s Self-Image in Contem-
porary Photography includes the work of Ellen Carey,
Judy Dater, Judith Golden, Anne Noggle, Starr Ock-
enga and Joyce Tenneson. Most of the images are self
portraits including striking ones like Noggle’s “Face-
Lift, 1975" in which she gazes levelly at the camera,
fresh stitches visible around her eyes, a rose in her
mouth, a model airplane behind her (Noggle was a
Woman Air Force Service Pilot). In two accompanying
essays Catharine R. Stimpson and Barbara Hershey
exploreideas inherentin and generated by the images.
Miami University Art Museum, Patterson Ave., Ox-

ford, Ohio 45056, bookstores pay $15 and sell for
whatever you wish, pb, 0-940784-11-4, 94 pp., 60 pho-
tos, some in color, order direct, they pay postage.

Passion By Design: The Art and Times of Ta-
mara de Lempicka by Baroness Kizette de Lempicka-
Foxhall is about the Polish born painter (1898-1980)
who defined, in her dramatic portraits, the terms of
Art Deco. Like her portraits, her life had a grandness
of gesture and a sharp hardness which was both a
power and a prison. Abbeville Press, $29.95 cl, 0-
89659-760-1, 75 illus.

My recent announcement about the paperback
edition of The Art of Emily Carr by Doris Shadbolt
didn’t convey how wonderful and exciting I think
both this book and this artist is. Carr (1871-1945), a
Canadian from Victoria, went to England and Paris to
study, then returned home and, with little encourage-
ment and virtually no role models, created paintings
that reflect the ruggedness and excitement of the
Pacific Northwest. This book is full of well done repro-
ductions of her powerful, beautiful, mysterious im-
ages. Highly recommended. University of
Washington Press, $24.95 pb, 0-295-96695-5, 200 illus.
(120 in color). o

s Some sky is still left. A sliver. A bit of
a cover. A bit of blue. All around it is
the void, the nothing. It did seduce
me when [ saw that we were going
to live like that, with just a

sliver of the sky... 99

S uzanne Jacob
was born and

Life, After All

Suzanne Jacob

translated by Susanna Finnell

raised in Québec. An artist of prolific talent, she has
been acclaimed for her writing and for her dual
career as singer/composer. She has published seven
books—short stories, novels and poetry—as well as
writing numerous scripts for radio and television.

: Life, After All is the first of Suzanne Jacob’s

fl books to be translated into English. This engaging
collection of short stories is at once witty and
poignant—a marvelous text, to discover and enjoy.

$9.50pb
ISBN 088974-017-8

Vancouver, B.C. V6A 1H2 Canada

press gang publishers

603 Powell Street
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BACK TO PRESS

AND OTHER
GOOD NEWS

Rights

Attic Press (Ireland) announces that Cleis Press
has bought the U.S. rights to Peggy Derry and that
Virago will be doing the British edition. Attic will
distribute Peggy Derry in both parts of Ireland.

Options

The film option for Murder at the Nightwood Bar
has gone to Tsi Nan Fu Productions for, according to
Naiad Press, “a spectacular amount of money.” Tsi
Nan Fu Productions belongs to Tim Hunter. Hunter
has directed several films, including The River’s Edge.
Naiad reports that he feels that the time is right for
major lesbian productions.

Back to Press

Bergamot Books sends word that Arctic Daughter
has just gone back to press for a total of 6,000 copies
in print and that Rivers Running Free has gone back to
press for a third printing for a total of 9,000 copies in
print.

Press Gang reports that Daughters of Copper
Woman by Anne Cameron went back to press in Feb-
ruary for a 15,000 copy press run, making the total
number in print 115,800 copies — all printed by
women on woman-owned presses.

The Institute for Lesbian Studies announced in
April that Lesbian Ethics, published in December, has
already gone back to press for its second 5,000 copy
printing.

Cleis Press’ AIDS: The Women, published in
November, sold out its first 4,000 copy printing in 16
weeks. The Associated Press will release a news fea-
ture on the book in May that is expected to be a large

spread with photos, which should spur further sales.
If an article is published in your area, please send a
copy to Felice Newman at Cleis (PO Box 8933, Pitts-
burgh PA 15221. Cleis also reports that Different
Daughters started selling “like new” after Louise Raf-
kin’s appearance on Geraldo.

Returning to press for its third printing, The Play-
book for Kids About Sex published by Yes Books/Down
There Press, now has 10,000 copies in print. Anal
Pleasure & Health has gone back to press for its fifth
printing, bringing its in-print total to 20,000 copies.
Revised in 1986, it now includes guidelines for AIDS
risk reduction.

Period, the classic feminist menstruation book for
girls, celebrates ten years of ever-expanding distribu-
tion this year. First published by Down There Press
and currently published by Volcano Press, Period is
also available in Spanish from Volcano, as well as in
German, Dutch, Japanese and a pirated Thai edition.
There are also English editions in Australia and
Singapore. This Fall, Volcano will release a revised,
expanded edition of Period which will include a guide
for parents and teachers. The publication of the tenth
anniversary edition will bring the in-print total to
150,000.

Marion Woodman'’s three books — The Owl Was
A Baker's Daughter, Addiction to Perfection and The Preg-
nant Virgin — have now sold over 100,000 copies.
Addiction to Perfection, with sales exceeding 48,000
copies since publication in 1982, has also been pub-
lished in German with similar success, and in Braille.
The Owl Was a Baker's Daughter (25,000 copies) is avail-
able in Japanese and Braille, and The Pregnant Virgin
(30,000 copies) is available in German, Portuguese
and Italian. Woodman’s three titles account for one-
third of all books sold by Inner City Books since the
company opened in 1980. o
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SUSANNA STURGIS 767
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ENCE FICTION

Since writing my last column I've had time to
make a small dent on my reading backlog, so you'll
find several capsule reviews below. Also since my last
column, Memories & Visions: Women'’s Fantasy &
Science Fiction has been completed and sent off to
Crossing Press. Publication info will be forthcoming
in future issues of FBN, and I hope you'll indulge me
a bit while I carry on like a giddy first parent.

AVON

An Alien Light, by Nancy Kress, pricen/a pb. A
grand novel that achieves the difficult task of fascinat-
ing me with its ideas and involving me with its char-
acters. To learn about human nature, the highly
advanced Ged set up an experiment, a walled com-
pound that houses contingents of people from the
warring cities of Delysia and Jela. Strongly shaped by
their own cultures, the key characters struggle to
apply what they know to a vastly changed situation.
Kress has a lot to say about hierarchy, the scientific
mind, colonization, and loyalty, and she says it
eloquently in this provocative, multi-faceted story.

BANTAM/SPECTRA

A Wind in Cairo, by Judith Tarr, $3.95. Okay, I'm
a sucker for horse stories in Arabic settings, but this
one stands on its merits. Zamaniyah is raised as a boy
and trained in warrior’s arts; unbeknownst to her, her
wild red stallion is really a spoiled brat prince being
punished for abusing a (female) mage-apprentice. A
good read that poignantly and with wit explores the
trials of straddling worlds: male/female,
horse/human, Frankish /Egyptian.

Sorcerer’s Legacy, by Janny Wurts, $3.95. A
widowed noblewoman is summoned from her prison
cell by a powerful sorcerer and finds herself caught up

ina game of magic that only wizards can play. Reprint.

The Shore of Women, by Pamela Sargent, $4.95.
It took me two years to wend my way to this book, so
suspicious was I of p.r. and reviews that had it depic-
ting ruling women as rigidly orthodox and outcast
men as noble rebels. It doesn’t really. Centuries after
patriarchal civilization has self-destructed, women
have devised a social structure to ensure that it never
happens again. Secure in their high-walled, techno-
logically sophisticated enclaves, the women keep
their daughters and send their young sons out to join
the men, who have formed small nomadic bands of
hunters and gatherers. Subjugation and reproduction
are both facilitated by a goddess religion consciously
manipulated by the women. The novel tells the story
of a young woman wrongly exiled from her city and
the young man who befriends her. It neither romanti-
cizes nor condemns either men or women but is both
hard-headed and compassionate in its critique of
both. Great grist for a feminist reading group!

DAW BOOKS

Magic’s Pawn, by Mercedes Lackey, $3.95. First
of a new trilogy set in the wild past of her popular
“Heralds of Valdemar.” Male protagonist, but in ear-
lier books Lackey has shown distinctly feminist lean-
ings. 6/89.

DOUBLEDAY/FOUNDATION

The Healer’s War, by Elizabeth Ann Scar-
borough, $17.95 cl. The fantasy element is plausible
but unobtrusive in this vivid, heart- and stomach-
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Hardcover, $17.95

N

“Vivid. . ..

Restores the lost—but essential—
significances of Priestess and God-
dess. . . . Inspired.”

Contact your Harper & Row representative
or phone TOLL FREE: 800-242-7737
(in PA, 800-982-4377)

—Barbara Walker

Harper e Row
San Francisco J

Z

wrenching novel of the Vietnam War, told from the
perspective of an army nurse. The author uses her
Own experience as a nurse-veteran to great effect, and
she dedicates the book in part to “our children, in
hopes of arming them with hard questions to ask
leaders selling cheap glory.” An excellent and deeply
anti-war war novel.

PAGEANT BOOKS

Neena Gathering, by Valerie Neiman Colander,
$2.95. Pageant Books isn’t on my short list of what
imprint belongs to whom; I think they mainly publish
romances. The address is 225 Park Avenue South,
New York, NY 10003. The book has been available
from B&T or Ingram. All this is to say that I found this
first novel worth the hassle it took to procure it. Here
the U.S. is devastated by interregional warfare; meta-
chemicals, developed when nuclear weapons were
outlawed, have decimated the population and hor-
ribly mutated many of the survivors. As a young girl
Neena escapes the city and goes to live with her herb-
wise aunt in the West Virginia hills. Her moving com-
ing-of-age story doesn’t fudge the threat of male
violence, and its speculations about post-cataclysm
economics are most plausible.

POPULAR/QUESTAR

Dawn, by Octavia E. Butler, $3.95. In this first of
the Xenogenesis trilogy, Lilith Iyapo awakens on the
vast ship of the Oankali, who have rescued the last
survivors of humanity’s self-destruction. They expect

Lilith to prepare her brother and sister survivors for
their new life on earth, which involves gene sharing
with the Oankali. A mind-expanding exploration of
“human nature” and the price of survival. There was
hardly a moment when I wasn’t asking myself what I
would do in Lilith’s place. Volume 2, Adulthood Rites,
is now available in paper ($3.95), and 3, Imago, is due
in cloth from Warner in May.

#

ST. MARTIN’S PRESS
Women of Vision, ed. by Denise Du Pont, $14.95

cl. Most of these “essays by women writing science
fiction” seem to have been developed from an edi-
torial questionnaire asking why do you write, how do
you write, who has influenced you, is there a female
writing style, etc. The result is an intriguing explora-
tion of creative process by such writers as Le Guin,
McCaffrey, Bradley, Sheldon/Tiptree, and Charnas.
This is one I'd really like to see out in trade paper.

TOR
Heritage of Flight, by Susan Shwartz, $3.95.
Human refugees find themselves sharing an unsur-
veyed planet with an intelligent species.
Screwtop, by Vonda N. McIntyre, and The Girl
Who Was Plugged In, by James Tiptree, Jr., $2.95. Two
See page 92
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MYSTERIES ¢

s 00

By Mary Lowry

What do you say when a writer makes you sud-
denly uncomfortable? It’s like sitting through a con-
cert by a talented performer who's having a bad night.
You don't like the performance but you don’t want to
trash the performer (writer) for what might be an
aberration.

Sue Grafton’slatest F is For Fugitive (Henry Holt,
$17.95 cl, 0- 8050-0460-2) is the current case in point.
Grafton started out well creating women of all ages
who were sharp and witty. Old women and men
weren’t dismissed pro forma but contributed impor-
tant bits to the stories. Women’s economic and work
problems were stated clearly and positively. But in F
is For Fugitive Grafton seems to have lost her allegi-
ance to women. The final insult came when series
character Kinsey Milhone states she left organized
religion because the woman who taught Sunday

OO

school had bad breath. (Now I can think of a lot of
reasons to get turned off organized religion and bad
breath isn’t on the list.) The line was a throw away,
sure, but added to all the other consistently unflatter-
ing portraits of the women characters and the bland,
he’s-not-so-bad, portrayals of the men, this book
made me more than uncomfortable: I got worried that
maybe Grafton really dislikes women. Hope this was
written in a cranky period and she goes back to the
Kinsey Milhone I used to like. F is for ‘forget this one’

but I'm re-reading the other alphabetical mysteries
and so far, (A’ and ‘B’) they confirm my memory of
strong and sympathetic dealings with women.

- )

O. &

Also newly out in cloth is A Trap for Fools by
Amanda Cross, Dutton, $16.95 cl, 0-525-24754-8. For
Amanda Cross fans only. Anxious readers of Cross’
last two titles have asked if this one really has any
murder victims and yes, Virginia, there are two. Series
character Kate Fansler is surprisingly reluctant to act
as detective in this novel with a Columbia University
look alike setting. Fansler’s uncertainty affects the
reader, too. It would take a long, long review to cope
with the inconsistencies and ambivalent attitudes in
this one. Wait for the paper edition.

UPCOMING IN MASS MARKET

Prey to Murder by Ann Cleeves, Fawcett, $3.50
pb, 449-14575-1, June. Set in England with a male
amateur detective, this has bird watching back-
ground.

Night Blooming Cereus by Joan Hadley (aka
Joan Hess), Ballantine, $3.95 pb, 345-34912-1, June.
This has a new male amateur detective who is a retired
florist.

Too Close to the Edge by Sue Dunlap, Dell, $3.50
pb, 440-20356-2, July. Policewoman Jill Smith at work
in Berkeley, CA. Good series.

Element of Doubt by Dorothy Simpson, Bantam,
$3.50 pb, 553-28175- 5, July. British series stars Inspec-
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tor Luke Thanet.

A Collector of Photographers by Deborah Valen-
tine, Bantam, $3.50 pb, 553-28045-7, July. This author
is unfamiliar to me.

A Gentleman Called by Dorothy Salisbury
Davis, Ballantine, $3.50 pb, 345-34663-7. Originally
published in 1958, this features an amateur sleuth of

the female persuasion.

Sick of Shadows by Sharyn McCrumb, Ballan-
tine, $3.50 pb, 345-35653-5, July. Edgar winner for best
original paperback in 1988, McCrumb’s sleuth in this
reprint of the 1984 title is series’ character Elizabeth
MacPherson.

Silver Ghost by Charlotte MacLeod, Mysterious
Press, $4.50 pb, 445-40828-6, August. Husband and
wife team, amateurs, work in a Boston setting.

Masculine Ending by Joan Smith, Fawcett, $3.50
pb, 449-21688-8, August. Cloth edition billed this as
“feminist” but her treatment of women characters
leaves a lot to be desired. An academic amateur sleuth
operating in England and Paris.

2 e / : ; Watersplash by Patricia Wentworth, Warner,
A LEISURE & rpons: $3.95 pb, 449-21688-8, August. Classic Miss Silver re-
TERTA""MENT GUIDE @ print. I do have a soft spot for Miss Silver.

] PR : ' Body in the Volvo by K.K. Beck, Ivy, $3.50 pb,
8041-0371-2, August. Male detective, amateur, sleuth-

‘Clty Maps

s €ity Overview anil Tol ing within academic setting.
\ fﬁfdmatlon ; i Fault Lines by Teri White, Mysterious, $4.50 pb,
. Women's At'&ommaﬂaﬁons Ftﬂ]y 7} | 445-40820-0, August. This also has a male detective
Detalled i 5 with an L.A. setting.
e Complete Leshian R!source fm- * Murder by Deception by D.R. Meredith, Ballan-

tine, $3.50 pb, 345-35243-2, August. Author, unknown
to me, features another male detective and the novel
is set in Texas. O

Groups, Services, Bbokstons,
Bars, the Womien’s Press & more.,,

_ UGH max ms'mmmons
THE WOMEN’'S TRAVELLER

'+ P.0: BOX 11270 - $AN FRAHCISGO, CA 94101- 7270 .
415-255-0404
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Selling Poetry

in Feminist
Bookstores

By Betsy Nuse

If you or any of your customers have been read-
ing feminist magazines long enough to remember
Chrysalis or Maenad, perhaps you enjoyed reading in
those magazines the moving poetry of Honor Moore?
One of our newest feminist presses, Chicory Blue, has
done Honor and her admiring readers a great service
by publishing her collected poetry in a handsome new
volume called Memoir (Chicory Blue, US$11.95 pb,
0-9619111-1-5, 40% discount for 3+ books. Dist. Inland
or Bookpeople). The books contains both old work
("Poem in Four Movements for my Sister Marian" that
was a Chrysalis offprint) and new work (the title poem
is a memorial for a friend and fellow recovering alco-
holic who died of AIDS). Though this is technically a
first book, it collects the work of a mature poet with a
compassionate, clear voice who writes on a variety of
subjects: our fear of nuclear annihilation, love waning
over a long distance, dear friends and family.

How can any booksellers seriously interested in
the writing of Native American women not stock
poetry? Two fine new books which deserve to be on
your shelves are Savings by Linda Hogan (Chick-
asaw) (Coffee House Press, US$7.95 pb, 0-918273-41-2.
Dist. Inland, Bookpeople, Small Press Distribution,
Consortium and Bookslinger) and Hand into Stone
by Eizabeth Woody (Wasco-Navajo) (Contact IT Publi-
cations, US$5.00 pb, 0-936556-18-8. Dist. Inland and
Small Press). The spirits of old women and wise
women imbue Linda’s book with woman-centered
energy. It includes hard poems about Native people
struggling in harsh urban environments against
poverty and neglect. This is a volume to recommend
to readers interested in ways spiritual sensibilities can
survive secular, white North American culture. Eliza-
beth’s book is more difficult but no less rewarding.
Her language is so precise, so translucent, that careless
reading will obscure it. Her imagery is also uncom-

promisingly and deeply rooted in Native traditions
that were sometimes strange to me. But working at
these poems yields rich rewards. Here again is com-
passion grown in the rich soil of female power, and
anger at the blindness and injustice of white society.
The full-colour cover and ink illustrations inside by
Native artist Jaune Quick-To-See Smith are stunning.

FR

Alice James Books’ commitment to publishing
women'’s poetry continues to bear fruit — in this case,
a new lesbian poet! One third of Your Skin Is A
Country by Nora Mitchell (Alice James Books, US$
8.95 pb, 0-914086-83-9. Dist. Baker & Taylor, Inland
and Small Press) was inspired by time spent with her
family in Korea. A sensational poem, “Wisteria”, in-
vokes summer childhood memories, and the erotic
“Deer at Night” is worth the price of the book. Nora’s
style is careful and controlled, and her subjects seri-
ous.

Two new thematic poetry collections that look
interesting are: Her Soul Beneath the Bone: Women'’s
Poetry on Breast Cancer ed. Leatrice Lifshitz (Illinois,
US$8.95, 0-252-06008-3) and Marriage and Relation-
ships ed. Katie Campbell, the first of a new “series of
poetry anthologies of broad appeal concentrating on
modern poets” entitled Writing Our Lives. (Camden
Press UK., UK£3.95, 0-948491-40-X — in Canada
from Bookcentre). UK. Women’s Press has an-
nounced the first poetry collection in their Livewire
juvenile line, Torn Not Tearful (UK£2.95, 0-7043-4130-
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————— i
WOMAN'S GUIDE TO
comi\AGEous ACTS OF CHANGE : :
IN KEY RELATIONSHIPS A leading journalist, lawyer,

: ¥ and biomedical-issues author-
ity presents ‘‘a comprehensive,
sensitive, feminist-slanted
probe of [this] intensely con-
troversial subject.”—Publishers

et Goldho Lerner,Ph.D.
Bt DANGEOF ANGER

AR
From the acclaimed author of
the bestselling The Dance of Learning to Like Our
Anger, this “wise and compas- Looks--and Ourselves 8 T H
sionate’’* guide shows us how A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR WOMEN N
good relationships can thrive Rita Freedman, Ph.D.

and endure and difficult ones : .

can be healed.

Now available in Perennial

paperback, The Dance of This “insightful...helpful

Anger $8.95 guide”* by the author of

*Lillian Rubin, author of Intimate Beauty Bound teaches us

Strangers how to move from body
loathing and conflict to
bodylove and self-accep- SURROGATE Mo7peps
tance. RGN T

& BRAVE w
NEW BAB gg
*Mary Ellen Donovan, co-author alEs

of Woman and Self-Esteem . lO H I A N D H [ W S

\\_
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Women's lives.

“With great insight and com-
gassion, Susan Kano not only
elps us make peace with
food, she helps us love our-
selves and our bodies.”
— Boston Women'’s Health
Collective, authors of Our
Bodies, Ourselves

A Perennial Library
paperback $10.95

REMEMBERING THE
BONE HOUSE

EROIICS OF HSN“CE AND SPACE
NANCY MARS

AJTHOR OF FLANTEXT

“A tool for transforming
ideas into words...the
work is unmatched.’
—Women'’s Review of
Books

“Indispensible for
anyone who writes,
teaches, or thinks
about women.’
—Houston Post

The celebrated author of Plain-
text reveals her erotic and
emotional development... in

A Perennial Library “[a] haunting, transformative
paperback $16.95 memoir.” —Sallie Bingham

“All women are in her debt.”’
—Carolyn Kizer

Harpere)
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abian ot
“.a fine affirmation of lesbian
identity and sexuality.”

—carol anne douglas,

off our backs
ISBN 0-961-74060-4
Paper, $3.95
Available to bookstores from Inland

Sidewalle Revoludror Press

P.O. Box 9062 e Pittsburgh, PA 15224
(412) 361-8927

| DANCERS!

POWER
TO HIE

Self Actualization for
Women through Dance
by Beverly Kalinin
Softcover $14.95
ISBN 0-943920-44-2

Beverly Kalinin

the power of movement . .. dance as a catalyst for
growth . . . self estéeem . . . detailed workshop
guidelines . . . observations, essays, peems, and
anecdotes . . . inspirational as well as instructive.

Available through book distributors or direct:

METAMORPHOUS PRESS

1, now from Inland). It’s to be edited by Jeni Couzyn
who did the excellent Bloodaxe Book of Women's Poetry
and “reflects and encourages the natural optimism of
being a teenage girl.” Coming in the Fall from Sister
Vision Black Women and Women of Colour Press (P.O.
Box 217 Station E, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6H 4E2)
is an anthology of Caribbean women poets called
Creation Fire (US$12.95 pb, 0-920813-91-7) not to be
confused with their current release Blaze a Fire, a col-
lection of oral histories about Caribbean women).

Calyx has announced a long poem book by
Sharon Doubiago which weaves a journey through
South America with exploration and imagery of the
body: South America/Mi Hija (no price set, 0-934971-
12-9 — from Airlift, Bookpeople, Pacific Pipeline or
Inland). The experiences of several generations of
Ukrainian-Canadian women are the substance of The
Land of Silent Sundays by Gloria Frolick, Chrystya
Hnatiw and Lydia Palji (Williams-Wallace, C$10.95,
0-88795-071-X, — in the U.S. from Africa World and
Inland). The same company will also be publishing
The Conception of Winter (C$9.95, 0-88795-067-1), by
Claire Harris, a fine Caribbean poet living and teach-
ing in the Canadian west.

Native poet Beth Cuthand’s new collection
Crossing the Lake includes her long poem “Horse
Dance to Emerald Mountain” first published as a
chapbook by the same publisher (Lazara Publications,
C$8.95, 0-920999-08-5. Dist. Inland). On the east coast,
Gynergy Books (distributed by University of Toronto
in Canada, Inland in the U.S.) has published The
Poems of Rita Joe, the second book by this Micmac
poet (C$9.95, 0-920304-85-0). On Gynergy’s forth-
coming list: The Business of Shining by Patricia
Young (C$9.95 0-920304-79-6), whose last book based
on thelife and writings of Jean Rhys All I Ever Needed...
won the B.C. Book Prize and Saffron, Rose and
Flame, “an interwoven sequence of poems about Joan
of Arc” by Cathy Ford (C$12.95, 0-921881-07-X).

White Pine Press will be publishing Eidolons by
sound poet Penn Kemp (US$5.00 pb, 0-934834-20-2.
Dist. Inland, Bookpeople, Small Press). Penn is a word
magician who does wonderful readings. If you have

OO Hoy P.O.B : 3
< .0. Box 10616
oy Portland, OR 972100616 success selling poetry tapes, wrlte: to Pendas (525
——a Orders: 1-800-937-7771 Canterbury Road, London, Ontario, Canada N6G
PRESS Plovidioa Brcourcas For 2N5) for complete information about Penn’s tapes.
l The Positive Changes One Desires They are astounding! O
May/June 1989 48 Volume 12 Number 1

This content downloaded from
70.126.145.227 on Sat, 19 Mar 2022 17:42:04 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



The Feminist Bookstore News

GAY MEN'S LIT

for Feminist Bookstores

By Jane L. Troxell
Lambda Rising Book Report

NEW TITLES — GENERAL INTEREST
An irresistible first novel by Ohioan Jimmy Che-

shire, Home Boy (New American Library, $18.95 dl,
0-453-00664-7, July) tells the story of Frederick
Gamble, a 17-year-old resident of a Catholic institu-
tion for homeless boys. Focusing on the emerging
sexuality of adolescent boys in an environment where
the dominant values are authoritarian and anti-sex,
Cheshire creates a painfully honest hero who realizes
that the exploitative and abusive atmosphere at Father
McFlaherty’s Home for Boys is not one which he
deserves.

Knights Press has rounded out its Spring list with
an impressive number of titles. They include Wildroot
by Duncan Scott ($9.00 pb, 0-915175-34-7), a
humorous twist on finding love and appreciating the
finer things in life. Joe and the Show Queen by Larry
Howard ($9.00 pb, 0-915175-30-4) features a gay “odd
couple” of roommates — Joe is macho, the Show
Queen is not. Gardy and Erin by Jeff Black ($9.00 pb,
0-915175-37-1) is a gay play on an old theme: Movie
star mother gives up the care of her two-year-old
daughter to a gay man who then cares for the girl like
he is “really daddy;” movie star then decides she
wants the baby back. An Italian Elegy by M. Black
($9.00 pb, 0-915175-31-2, April) follows the friendship
and eventual passion of an American writer and an
[talian townsboy who must work out their problems
of unequal fame and fortune and of different home-
lands neither wants to leave for good.

Some Lovely Image by Lawrence J. Quirk (Lyle
Stuart/Meadowland, $9.95 pb, 0-8216-20007-X, April)
is a supernatural romance between the living and the
dead. Tom Lanning was a young 19th Century Boston

aristocrat who had looks, charm, intelligence, etc.; the
one thing he was missing was love. Many years after
Tom’s death, the narrator of the book first sees Tom’s
picture, and begins a tender and obsessive journey to
fill the void of love for this mysterious figure from the

past.

Carrier Pigeon Distributors has received new
British titles from Gay Men’s Press (London), includ-
ing The Novice by Timothy Ireland ($7.95 pb, 0-85449-
089-2), which chronicles the life of 23-year-old sexual
novice, Donovan Crowther. In this novel of innocence
and (subsequent) experience, the romantic and uncer-
tain hero is drawn to the big city of London in his
search for love.

From Canada’s New Star Books comes Buddy’s:
Meditations on Desire by Stan Persky. ($16.95 cl,
0-919573-90-8, Bookpeople, Inland) “Buddy’s” is a
gay bar in Vancouver, British Columbia. It’s also the
starting point for this unusually frank and personal
portrait of gay life and culture in the late eighties. A
mixture of fiction, autobiography, and social criticism,
Buddy’s is a study of life in the shadow of AIDS.

Grove Press will soon publish three titles of gay
interest. A Visitation of Spirits by Randall Kenan
($16.95 cl, 0-8021-1118-1, July) touches the roots of one
Black family’s power and reveals the terrible strength
it takes to break one society’s traditions. Two cousins
— one horrified by his own sexuality, the other a
pastor of a church he feels could have saved his cousin
from shame — are the heirs of this tradition that is so
powerful that it endangers them.

Also from Grove, Closer by Dennis Cooper
($15.95 cl, 0-8021-1093-2) is not for the weak of heart.
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Like his gay literary predecessors Jean Genet and Wil-
liam Burroughs, Cooper assaults the senses as he en-
gages the mind with visions of nightmare intensity.
Closer provides a portrait of men whose sexuality is
obsessive and strange. Horse Crazy by Gary Indiana
($16.95 cl, 0-8021-1110-6, May) is also gritty. Taking
place in New York’s Lower East Side, this provocative
novel by artist/filmmaker/photographer/actor Indi-
ana details the erotic obsession of a celebrated colum-
nist for a beautiful younger man. The erratic ways of
the young man (a notorious flirt and heroin addict)
drive the writer toward the edge of insanity. Mean-
while, the writer’s ex-lover, Paul, lies in a hospital
dying of AIDS. Survival, it turns out for all of them, is
the only game in town.

AIDS
Coming in June from Harbinger House is Take

These Broken Wings and Learn to Fly: the AIDS
Support Book for Patients, Family and Friends ($9.95
pb, 0-943173-41-8) by Steven D. Dietz and M. Jane
Parker Hicks, M.D. This powerful book addresses
both the pragmatic aspects of coping with the disease
and the emotional needs of the patient. While the book
emphasizes how critical it is for everyone to face the
reality of AIDS, Broken Wings is, as the title implies,
ultimately a book borne of hope for those dealing with
that reality.

New in paperback is Notes on Living Until We
Say Goodbye by Lon Nungesser (St. Martin’s, $7.95
pb, 0-312-02957-8). Subtitled “A Personal Guide,”
Notes provides a practical and positive approach to
living with a terminal diagnosis — an approach which
is based on the author’s own hard-won experiences.
Through Nungesser’s imaginative methods, a person
can turn his or her natural dread into an unexpected
and deeply rewarding power over the way he or she
spends his life.

“My mother gave me a surprise birthday party
for my 30th birthday— later she told me that when it
came time to put the candles on the cake that she
decided against it. She thought that some of the people
wouldn’t want me blowing on the cake.” These are the

words of a person living with AIDS. In Epitaphs for
the Living: Words and Images in the Time of AIDS
(Southern Methodist University Press, $26.95 cl, 0-
87074-289-20, postponed til June), photographer Billy
Howard presents more than seventy photos of PWA's
who, at Howard'’s invitation, wrote below their im-
ages statements, or messages, about living — and
dying — with AIDS. Sometimes eloquent, sometimes
faltering, these statements have an urgency and can-
dor that cannot fail to move us. The author’s proceeds
from the sale of the book will go to the National AIDS
Network in Washington, DC.

POETRY
Crown editor David Groff hopes to have copies

of Poets for Life: Seventy-six Poets Respond to AIDS
(Crown, $18.95 cl, 0-517-52742-7) in hand at the ABA.
This collection is wonderful. Poet Michael Klein wrote
to more than 500 prominent American poets asking
them for work they’d done on AIDS. Theresponse was
phenomenal, and Poets for Life represents the best of
that work in the rich and varied voices of the contribu-
tors. Edited and with an introduction by Klein, Poets
for Life includes the works of Olga Broumas, Allen
Ginsberg, Marilyn Hacker, Joseph Hansen, June Jor-
dan, Paul Monette, Honor Moore, Felice Picano, James
Purdy and Adrienne Rich as well as others.

Judy Grahn calls Canadian Michael Lynch’s
unique collection of poetry, These Waves of Dying
Friends, “moving, jarring and suddenly insightful.”
These Waves (Contact II Publications, $5.00 pb, 0-
936556-19-6) is an AIDS elegy which helps to exorcise
a truer evil than the virus itself — indifference. In this
noble volume, Lynch merges past and present with
the acceptance of life and the possibility of death.
(Inland does not carry this title at presstime; order
from Contact I Publications, Box 451 Bowling Green,
New York, New York 10004.)

BIOGRAPHIES
“In battle he fought with legendary valor. At

court, dressed in silks and ribbons, he openly favored
his male lovers. Despised but feared by his brother,
King Louis XIV, he was the perpetual loser in alifelong
sibling rivalry.” He was Brother to the Sun King:
Philippe, Duke of Orléans. (Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Press, $24.95 cl, 0-8018-3791-X) Nancy Nichols
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Barker expertly probes Philippe’s secret life to expose
the riddles and contradictions of the complex and
tormented personality of the perfumed dandy who
was so close to the throne of France.

An Invisible Spectator: a Biography of Paul
Bowles by Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno (Weiden-
feld & Nicolson, $24.95 cl, 1-55584-116-3, June) is an
expensive but fascinating biography of Bowles, the
composer, best-selling novelist and intimate of
Capote, Stein and Burroughs. Spectator explores
Bowles’ tormented childhood, his marriage to lesbian
novelist Jane Bowles, and the strange journey that led
him to become the spiritual father of the Beat move-
ment.

LIT CRIT
Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison, William Styron
and Mary McCarthy all pay tribute to a brilliant artist

and special friend in James Baldwin: the Legacy, ed.
by Quincy Troupe. (Simon & Schuster, $12.95 pb, 0-
671-67651-2) In this moving portrait and assessment
of the man and his work, Troupe brings together
critical essays by Baldwin’s peers and interviews with
Baldwin that illuminate his enormous influence on
the literary and intellectual history of our time.

SPIRITUALITY
Many of you already sell Gods in Everywoman
by Jean Shinoda Bolen, M.D. in your stores. A com-
panion volume, Gods in Everyman: a New Psychol-
ogy of Men'’s Lives & Loves is now available from
Harper & Row. ($18.95 cl, 0-06-250098-8) Bolen turns
her visionary style to men to examine the archetypes
that influence their personalities, occupational choices
and personal relationships. Bolen combines the study
See page 91

Y
T

IN Her BestseLuing Goddesses in Everywoman,

traced the inner patterns, or archetypes, of the
female psyche. In her new book, she applies the

She shows how each deity of the Classical pan-

the pleasure-seeking of Dionysus. Reading her

shape our own lives and use this knowledge to

with our fathers and sons, brothers and lovers.

“Carefully researched...an illumina-
ting insight into masculinity.’

— Marion Woodman, Jungian analyst
and author of Addiction to Perfection
and The Pregnant Virgin.

E | Harper e Row
5 San Francisco
=)

New Dimensions

HE ANCIENT MYTHS THAT ILLUMINATE MODERN LIVES

renowned Jungian analyst Jean Shinoda Bolen

same eye-opening technique to male personalities.

theon embodies the distinctive characteristics of
an archetype, from the power-seeking of Zeus to

book helps us determine the god-archetypes that

gain a greater understanding of our lives and our
selves as well as a greater sense of connectedness

Jean'Shinoda Bolgn, MD.

% 2\

IN
EVERYMAN

A NEW PSYCHOLOGY
OF MEN'S LIVES
& LOVES
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s | Pleasures

By Robbi Sommers

Unprecedented eroticism...a publishing event
unique in Naiad Press history. Pleasures—The
scalding hot encounters between women that
you’ve been waiting to read.

An entertaining, action-packed, provacative
collection of very special stories.

$8.95 paperback, 216 pp., ISBN 0-941483-49-5

EDGEWISE

The best-selling author of The Secret in the
Bird returns to us with another fascinating
tale...

Edgewise
Camarin Grae’s fifth novel is another of the
unusual and spellbinding tales we have come

to expect from this gifted storyteller. Edge-
wise will grip you until its final page.

$9.95 paperback, 360 pp., ISBN 0-941483-19-3

The Naiad Press, Inc.
P.O. Box 10543
Tallahassee, Florida 32302
(904) 539-5965 or (904) 539-5965
FAX (904) 539-9731
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EROM OUR OWN PRESSES

Compiled by Carol Seajay

Sister Vision, the Canadian Black Women and
Women of Colour Press, has just released Blaze a Fire:
Profiles of Contemporary Caribbean Women edited
by Nesha Z. Haniff, a major contribution to the field
of Caribbean women'’s oral history. A few of the 28
women featured are well known internationally,
others represent “invisible women” known only in
their own communities. The profiles illustrate the
changing attitudes and roles of women in the Carib-
bean — the living and working conditions, the in-
dividual as well as collective struggles of women from
different regions, classes and communities. Acces-
sible, rather than academic, bright red cover, well
designed. $12.95 pb, 0-920813-91-7.

T%Sm Vision

Sister Vision will also publish an anthology of

Caribbean women poets titled Creation Fire in the
Fall. Sister Vision , PO Box 217 Station E, Toronto ONT,
Canada M6H 4E2. In Canada, order from the Univer-
sity of Toronto Press. In the U.S., order from Book-
people, Inland, or University of Toronto, and in the
UK., from Turnaround.

Meanwhile, in the States, Kitchen Table: Women
of Color Press has just released Healing Heart, a col-
lection of poems by Gloria T. Hull. Hull brings a sure
and innovative voice to the sisterhood of African

American women poets. In poems written between
1973 and 1988, Hull shares her gifts for incisive obser-
vation, passionate language, and risk-taking revela-
tion, while sustaining a down-to-earth feeling
throughout. The collection is divided into five sec-
tions: “Family Pictures,” “Friends—and Other
Lovers,” “The Carroll Poems,” “Jamaica Journal,” and
“Healing Heart.” Those who are already familiar with
her work as one of the foremost scholars in the field of
Black women’s studies (All the Women Are White, All
the Blacks Are Men, But Some of Us Are Brave co-edited
with Patricia Bell Scott and Barbara Smith; Give Us
Each Day: The Diary of Alice Dunbar-Nelson; Color, Sex,
and Poetry: Three Women Writers of the Harlem Renais-
sance, and The Works of Alice Dunbar-Nelson) as well as
new readers, will be excited to discover Hull as an
artist in her own right. Illustrations by Michele Gibbs.
$8.95 pb, 0-913175-16-1. Kitchen Table: Women of
Color Press, PO Box 908, Latham NY 12110. Book-
stores please order from Inland or Bookpeople. In the
UK. order from Airlift.

Back in Canada: Press Gang's Spring title is Life,
After All, an intriguing collection of innovative short
stories by acclaimed Quebec writer and performer
Suzanne Jacob. Translated from the French original La
Survie, which was nominated for the Govenor
General’s Award, this is the first of Jacob’s work to be
available in English. $9.50 pb, 0-88974-017-8. Order
from University of Toronto Press, Inland or Book-
people.

In the U.K.: Onlywomen has just published The
Pied Piper, a lesbian fiction anthology edited by Lilian
Mohin and Anna Livia, featuring 19 previously un-
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THE PIED PIPER
lesbian feminist fiction

edited by Anna Livia and
Lilian Mohin

Tales full of humour, high spirits, fact and
fantasy. The landscape changes as you move
from story to story: medieval Britain, 19th
century Jamaica, contemporary southern
France, dyke bars in London and Boston,
respectable suburban neighborhoods and
international media conferences. Here are
classic themes and fresh departures: the
teenage fag-hag, Blacklesbian myth and
reality, historical “passing” women and, of
course, coming out and falling in love.

$8.95

256 pages, 19 contributors

ISBN 0 906500 29 X

I| FOR LESBIANS ONLY

An anthology of Lesbian Separatism

edited by Sarah Hoagland and Julia Penelope

“If you want something to cut through the late
1980s ‘post-feminist’ confusion like a hot
knife through butter, this is the book...might
well sweep laissez-faire liberalism off its
feet.” The Pink Paper

“Do you think a ‘typical’ separatist is fairly
easy to spot? Read FOR LESBIANS ONLY.
...anti-separatism is not only anti-lesbian but
anti-feminist.” off our backs

[ sios
608 pages, over 75 contributors
ISBN 0906500 28 1

Onlywomen Press books are available from:

Inland Book Company — toll free: 800 243 0138
Bookpeople — toll free: 800 227 1516

_

published short stories by novelists, poets, and play-
wrights from different cultural backgrounds. The
Pied Piper made the UK. Alternative Bestseller list
the first week it was available. “The tales are full of
humor, high-spirits, social comment, and metaphor
made flesh. The landscape changes from one story to
the next: medieval Britain, 19th century Jamaica, con-
temporary southern France, dyke bars in London and
the United States, respectable Dalesford-on-Sea, a 'Sil-
burian’ conference in Vancouver. The stories rework
classic themes and give us fresh departures: the
teenage fag-hag, Blacklesbian myth and reality, the
historical ‘passing’ of women and, of course, coming-
out and falling in love. Contributors include Gillian
Hanscombe, Anna Wilson, Anna Livia, Suniti Namjo-
shi, J.E. Hardy, Mary Dorcey and more. $8.95 pb, 240
pp, 0-906500-29-X. Onlywomen will be publishing
four books this fall, including A Noise from the Wood-
shed, Irish lesbian feminist fiction by Mary Dorcey;
Because of India: Selected Poems and Fables by Suniti
Namjoshi; Strawberries in the Battle Lines, lesbian fem-
inist poetry by Caroline Griffin; and Stranger Than
Fish, lesbian feminist short stories by J.E. Hardy. Only-
women Press, 38 Mount Pleasant, London U.K. WC1X
OAP. Distributed in the U.S. by Inland and Book-
people.

Sheba Press will release Serious Pleasure:
Lesbian Erotic Stories in Britain about the time Amer-
icans are gathering for ABA. Edited by the Sheba
Collective, Serious Pleasures promises to be “Sensu-
ous, arousing, exciting, daring, witty, subtle, and out-
rageous. With over twenty writers from both Britain
and the USA, the collection brings together a rich
variety of lesbian experience of passion and desire.
Read about the fantastic and the realistic, wild imagin-
ings and warm findings. These stories explore the
subtle complexities and intense intimacies of lesbian
sex, desire and sensuality.” You can almost feel the
heat radiating from the announcement! $9.95 pb, 0-
907179-42-8. Sheba, 10A Bradbury St., London 16 8]N,
U.K. Dist. by Inland & Bookpeople.

% TIkon 9: Without Ceremony, a special issue guest
edited by Asian Women United, focuses primarily on
East Coast writers and includes poetry, essays, fiction,
artwork and round table discussions. Contributors
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include Willyce Kim, Janice Mirikitani, Jessica
Hagedorn, Fay Chiang, Nellie Wong, and Bharati
Mukherjee among others, and looks at tradition, cere-
mony, work, the lives of working mothers, sexuality,
political activism, the autobiographical writings of the
first Asian American writers (Edith and Winnifred
Eaton). The anthology also includes an autobio-
graphical self-portrait by a Vietnamese lesbian and
several articles on Korean-American women. $6.00,
ISSN: 0597-4315. Available from Ikon (PO Box 1355,
Stuyvesant Station, NY NY 10009, and Inland.

With a Fly’s Eye, Whale’s Wit & Woman’s Heart
edited by Theresa Corrigan and Stephanie Hoppe is
an anthology of short fiction celebrating a multitude
of relationships between women and animals. Con-
tributors include Judy Grahn, Ursula Le Guin, Becky
Birtha, Anne Cameron, Sally Carrighar and more. Edi-
tor Theresa Corrigan runs Lioness Books in Sacra-
mento CA. $9.95 pb, 0-939416- 25-5.

Cleis is also publishing the U.S. edition of Don’t:
A Woman’s Word by Elly Danica, a record of one
woman’s extraordinary journey through incest to re-
covery. “Using the metaphor of the gates of hell to
make her passage, Elly Danica weaves a startlingly
powerful story. Her father raped her, forced her to
pose for pornographic photographs which he sold,
and pimped her to other men, among them a local
judge. He also turned the rest of Elly’s family against
her. Elly Danica’s words offer us more than hope that
we may regain our lives and reclaim our bodies. She
offers us proof: she did it.” Don’t was originally pub-
lished by Gynergy Books in Canada, and is also in
print in England, Ireland, and Germany. The Cleis
Press edition will feature a new cover and text design.
$8.95 pb, 0-939416-23-9; $21.95 cl, -22-0. Cleis Press,
PO Box 8933, Pittsburgh PA 15221. Distributed by
Inland, Bookpeople, B&T, and Ingram.

Spinsters/Aunt Lute’s spring titles are Singing

Softly/Cantando Bajito, a novel by Carmen de
Monteflores, and Bittersweet a novel by Nevada Barr.
Singing Softly/Cantando Bajito traces three genera-
tions of a Puerto Rican family through the quickly
changing history of Puerto Rico’s colonization and
entrance into the 20th century. Moving in soft rhythms
of memory, imagination and intricately revealed sto-
ries, it brings to light the harsh class and racial realities
of the island as played out in the lives of the women,
each of whom has the burden of passing the family
secret on to the next. With Singing Softly/Cantando
Bajito, Spinsters/Aunt Lute continues its commit-
ment to publishing books in which Spanish is in-
cluded in some integral way. In this novel, the
dialogue is first in Spanish, then in English. (The nar-
rative is entirely in English.) Spinsters/Aunt Lute re-
ports that two major houses wanted to publish this

. Bergamot Books

Specializing in wilderness adventure books by women

Rivers Running Free:
Stories of Adventurous Women
$12.95. 300 pp. Photos & maps.

Arctic Daughter: A Wilderness Journey
$8.95. 200 pp. Illustrations.

And NEW this Fall!

Down the Wild River North
A woman and her two teenage daughters on

a 3,000-mile canoe trip
$9.95. 300 pp. Available Oct. 1.

Bergamot Books
P.O. Box 7413, Minneapolis, MN 55407

Distributed by Inland and Bookpeople
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book, but one house refused to include the Spanish

Share The Wealth Special! and the other said they would keep the Spanish “for

the color”—both responses inspiring de Monteflores
to find a better publisher for her work. $8.95 pb, 0-

Lesbian Bedtime e

Stories! 933216-62-9. Finally in paperback Bittersweet (origi-

On prepaid full boxes nally published in hardback by St. Martin’s Press in
gf\ ;lz;(gﬁg‘clglgostdated 1984) is set in the Old West during the same time
period as Singing Softly/Cantando Bajito and tells

TAKE 48% + the love story of two women, a small town school

teacher and a former student who comes to her for
sanctuary from her battering husband. When their
relationship is discovered, they flee from their small
Pennsylvania coal town home to the anonymity and
isolation of northern Nevada, where one of the
women, in an effort to create safety for herself and and
lover, passes as a man. Together they run a outlying
stage coach stop until.... $9.95 pb, 348 pp, 0-933216-64-
5.Spinsters/Aunt Lute, PO Box 410687, San Francisco
CA 94141.

Free Shipping!

(UPS add $5 east of
Sierra, add $10 east of
Miss.)

Thank you!
Expires Dec. 31. ;
Also available through |
Inland and
Bookpeople. $9.95
ISBN0-9615129-1-1

Tough Dove Books, POB 528, Little The publishing of The Fourth Woman is a story
River. CA 95456 707 937-0020 in itself. Rejected by numerous publishers, author Au-
/. 4

drey Savage concluded that the rejections reflected her
status as an unpublished author, her use of of Black
dialect, and her use of reincarnation as a vehicle to
explore the ongoing interconnections of racism and
sexism — and decided to publish the book herself. The
Fourth Woman, set in the late sixties, offers the story
of a contemporary white woman who, with the help
of an aging Black psychic, goes back in time to re-ex-
perience three of her former lives: as an Egyptian
woman in the 1500’s who is torn from her chosen lover
and forced into a harem; as an African woman in the
1700’s whose beloved is captured by slavers and
shipped to the American shores; and as a Black Amer-
ican blues singer in the late 1800’s. “Re-living” these
lives helps her to understand both her current rela-
tionship and her response to the turbulence of her own
time. It is a complex and ambitious project caught
between the romance of eternal love and the brutality
of racism and sexism. The strictures of white (20th
century) American values and assumptions too often
overlay the past preventing characters from express-
ing their full complexity. The new publisher is Book
Weaver Publishing Company. Savage had originally
304 15th Street el chosen “Word Weaver” for the name of her publishing
Oakland, CA 94612 )™ company, but changed it to Book Weaver when she

0

e
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philosophy | can relate to.

“lesbianism, the theory.”

$14 95
ISBN 0-934903-03-4

LESBIAN ETHICS
Sarah Lucia Hoagland

In a time when much of what is written by non-colored women
fails to touch me, Lesbian Ethics is a politically engaged

Gloria E. Anzaldua
This is a book in which your best friend discusses
and argues with you until 3 a.m., and you finally fall

asleep delighted to be a lesbian, able to dream

Elana Dykewomon

LESBIAN ETHICS uses lesbian experience as a
starting point for redefining ethics. The overall
thesis is that the values from anglo-european
ethical philosophy undermine rather than
promote lesbian connection. Challenging control
in lesbian relationships, the book develops an
ethics relevant to under oppression —
one which avoids both blaming the victim and
victimism. which embraces the spirit of lesbian
resistance, and which encourages plurality.

INSTITUTE OF LESBIAN STUDIES

LLS.
PO. BOX 60242
PALO ALTO, CA 94306

A4

Boolkstores: Order from Inland or Bookpeople

discovered that there was already a feminist publisher
by that name. The news came after the book had
already gone to press, so it has “Word Weaver” on the
spine and inside the book, but don't let that confuse
you! $11.95 pb, 420 pp, 0-929698-00-2. Book Weaver’s
second title will be a Twice Raped, a non-fiction title,
also by Savage. Order from Book Weaver, Box 30072,
Indianapolis IN 46230. Also distributed by Inland,
Bookpeople, and New Leaf.

Rose Penski by Roz Perry and Heartscape by
Naiad office staffer Sue Gambill are Naiad’s ABA titles
this year. “In the eight years Rose Penski and her
adored, maddening lover Adelle have lived together,
their relationship has evolved with all the accommo-
dations and nuances of any long-time committed
couple, along with a few quirks decidedly their own.
But now thereis a new equation in the mix: the doctors
have found a suspicious mass in Ade