FEMINIST BCOKSTORES NEWSLETTER
c/o 01d Wives' Tales

532 Valencia

San Francisco, Ca, 94110

Dear Sisters-In-Print,

attached tc this letter you will find issue #4 of the
Feminist Boockstores Newsletter, to which we are inviting you
to subscribe,

FBN is a bookstore centered rag that came out of the
Women In Print conference held last summer near Omaha. We
are serving as a clearinghouse for information of interest
to feminist-bookstores and a forum for discussions around
our problems, joys, politics and processes. In inviting you
(publishers, distributors, and periodicals)-to_subscribe, we
are NOT planning on changing our focus: rather we are offering
you a -chance to see what is important to us, and what we're
about, as well as providing a space “for-you te-communicate to
us. As well as-.for us to talk to you. (One of the major
complaints of bookstores at the WIP conf, was the limited
amount of dialogue between stores and publishers, et al.
We see opening FBN to you as a way to do some of that dialogue.

What are your new books, special issues coming up? What
material are you looking for (and I hope we can tell you what
women coming into our stores are looking for) What books are
youTHINKING about publishing? How do yous'figure the budget/
cost of a book? (Women ask us all the time..."HOw come that

book costs THAT much?)) What do you know that we'want to
know? e

PERIODICALS: We're compiling a list of periodicals to be
published in FBN, Flease, if you subscribe or not, send us
a 2 senténce discription of yourselves, # of issues/per year,
cost per issue, bulk rates for stores, terms, etc,

PUBLISHERS: There's talk of compiling a 'Feministg
Books in Print", We'll let you know when it is clearer.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES are on a sliding scale; we tell you
our costs, and you decide (keeping in mind that many bookstoees,
publishers, periodicals, et al, can't afford to pay the
actual costs of the newsletter, but need the information)
what you can pay.

It costs us about $2.00 per subscriber per issue, If you
subscribe now, you will get issues 4-11, (That takes you through
nest Sept.) So that ceost is $16.00. We suggest that you pay
between $10 and $50, but if you can't afford that, tell us
what you can afford, and send that. If we can finance it,
we will send you the newsletter at what you can afford,

Looking forward to hearing from you,

Carol Seajay and Andre for
FEMINIST BOOKSTORES NEWSLETTER

*k kK TT * Kk * oKk >k ok >k *ok ok

NAME :

ADDRESS *

PHONE NUMBER:

Enclosed is § for a subscription to FBN.

MAGAZINE INFORMATION AND OTHER INTERESTING AND?0R PERINENT |

INFORMATION! (you can use another sheet,.,this isn't much room,)
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A counle of issues azo we printed a response from Feninist Dook llart
to a letter Jesse (of Risin~s .oman Zooks) wrote to F2ii and First Things
®irst in Yashinston, D,C, Followins is the response from First Things

Tirst Thin~s Pirst is in a nerve wracliing transition period--the problem
is econonic survival and we've ~one throush a varit variety of nhases
secein~ the problens, trying different solutions, and finally re-evalu-

tinz ourselves as a maill order business. ©Since we couldn't make the
conference, I want to take the time to give you some bacl:imround information
on the business beforec answering the questions that you sent. ‘ie would
really like to have some feedback and to start discussion around such
issues as what we're doinz and where we're soins with snall women's

bucinesses,

The businecs ctarted in '73 as a femall order house located in one
wonan's house. . catalozs were mailed out and the business primarily
consisted of takinz in orders, writing them up, packinz and mailing,

and maintainins back order and accounis receivable systems, Ilobile
gales where we paclzed up a ~ood seclection of our boolis and

traveled to local and east coast women's events, were another major
source of income. Tor 2% to 3 years the nail-order business zrew to a
noint where we were printing up a cataloz with avpproximately 2500
titlec and nailin~ it to 3,000 people around the country. ZILate in 2975,
we moved from a dual location (office in D,C., inventory in the country)
40 a small storefront in another section of D.C, e otill

thouzht of ourselves as primarily a mail order business but when those
sales besan dropning (and they've dropved dracstically in the last

1.2 monthg), we began shiftinz our focus/enerzy into our locaol walk-in

businces,

Certainly moving hurt business but there seem to be other, larger

reasons why we're doins so poorly. From our cormmunication with alternative
businesses in the area and correspondence from a few womnen's presses in
other states, 1975 was not a good year -- expected end of the year

sales did not cover the losses of summer slump and sluggich spring.

Also, over the years PTF has existed the number of wonen's bookstores
around the country hac greatly increased, plus nany Other boolkstores

have bezun corryins a linited nuiber of feminist material,

There are still many more women Lo reach with feminist materials and
nall order business is extremely necessary, dut ac a collective we

decided we couldn't expand both loczlly and nationally, Zarticularly

when surviving on a2 local level neans movinz again to a more accessible
walk-in location, investins money, time and study into publicity and
advertising campaisns, building up a system of support workers and

nossibly expanding our selection of books, The mall order

asvect of PTT nust teolle second or ceven third nlace -- we can no

lorzer count on nail order to sudnort us as it did Tor the 73-76 yvears.,

Je w1l eoatinue to talic orders because we have the systems set up and

need the incone, but will Dbezin de=-emnhasizine that aspect (no new

77 catalor) and start talking to Zrouns like the Teminist Dook liart about

referrins our service to then some time in the future. : i



with that == Judy, another collective member. asreed
{ i ond anower your cuections.

meresa for the collective
Answers to the questions posed:

1. iail order is an important service to »rovide for women who live
in the places vhere feninist =-- narticularly lesbian -- books and
publications aren't available. 0F course, fizuring out how to reach
these women with our catalo~ is a whole other problen, Our nail order

business has fallen off sharnly in the past year, and e attrivbute this
we offer fron gtraizht

chan~e to the ~reonter avallaobility of titles
publishers and the increase in the nunber of women'c boolistores.

S0, t6 answer vour cuestion, we feel fine about boolkstores doinz maile
order, but feel we chould warn peonle that it's a a pain in the ass,
and the returnc for us have been small in the past year,

2. Ye are in the vrocess of phasin~ out our mail order, so don't really
want and can't handle a lot of referrals.

3, Usually it takes us about 2 weeks to loz an order, »ull it, and ship
its boolks are nailed Lth class boolr rate, pocters 3rd class, [0

_nmatter whaot the reosravhical area, 2 month or & vicelrz 'is a reasonable
»gtimate of how lonz i% would take to receive and order.

e and handlin~ (D.C. and Haryland tex

L, The only added charce is nostas
for thogce residents). Telow Lo our »nostane chart:
T07AL then e

at- leact but less than CHARGSS
thir 0 33,50 3 .50
z o

0 7.50 . 50
0 15,00 e 5
1, 0 20.00 1,00
20,00 25.00 Vs
25.00 30.00 1,50
30.00 35,00

1
For ppch aggyel. 5. 00 ada .25

5., Yes, we baclh order, but since we
order as Trenuently wetve been informing custoners of possible
delays and cancellins sone baek orders.

6. we Je read reviews, publishers weelly, and wvhatever else we can
find to help us be aware of what's just published. ‘e sometimes
special order titles, but not resularly or wit

7. Every six nonths we update our cataloz, but no lonzer,

.,

8, Yes, we take orders from outslde of the U.u.

S
1

9, Yes,we'll send you catalozs,

10, ‘e couldn't afford to pay a percentase for referrals, and also
couldn't see how it would worl out considerins the increase in
navervorl: 1t would cause us,
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TRLGS I HAYVE FOUID 7O WOl 2ESTPOR HAIL ORDERS
(not necessarily in order of importance)

ngansplacc
k8§ > - 3 3 S1yee =r 1
T ngve you“‘llnt nrinted--not Juptnherqxea or ‘Phoenix, Az.
mincozraphed., Aprenrance ig everythinsg,
2. Don't nut thinzs on the lizt you have trouble zettinz. Don't try
to put everything in yvour store orn the list.

3. Charge for vostase, or the profits will be eaten up by the postage,

L., Decide if you are coinz to charze for the list. Remember, women
are more likely to write for the list if it's free than if they
have %o send money. If you do that though, you'll have to be pre-
pared to absorb printinz &/or postaze (for sendins the list) costs.

. Don't nut thinzs on your list that have not been published yet.
It makes customers unhapny to have 4o wait weeks and months for
T ‘t wbL€ 7 QXraer \'."c?:-. . ')

Lot
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anfotatea “icte 20’ books better than lists of just titles and
prices.

7. Advertise your list(s) wherever you can afford to. Don't worry
about doing it ovcrnlﬁht but tale on each (new) »ublication as
you can afford it. IS llazazine brin~s the nost responses, but it's
also the most exnensive,

<. Don't attempt this unless you ar willinz to take trips to the nost
office at least once a day. If wyou Can't handle post office has-
sles twnd1n~ in line, finding a parkin~ place, etc. you nay want
to tnlnh uerwou"l" about not doing nail orders,

2. Don t wait even a week to send a custoner's order( to her. The
st office tales lons enoush without you addingz tlne to it. Satis-
fied custoners are repeat customers

10, If you're out of someth 1ing, spend the pos staze to write to your cus-
tomer and tell her. And tell her when you'll et it to her.

11, Don't send bools without cash in advance,

12, Decide what you'll do when = custoner writes and says she never
recelvea such=snd-such. Will you mail it azain? Refund her noney?
Ask her o pay azain?--not advisable.

'J. Hake an on=zoinz list of customers to send s your new undated lists
to=~and take them off of it as you met things returned.
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FROIT TWUDALL, San Francisco:
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NEWS it

sooklers~er Press is plannins a Feninist lleview of Lools for 1973 (with
Bertha iarris' blessin-~)

Zioon Zools iz in the process of compilint a comdlete ca talosue of feminist
presses, Their purvose iz"to set up a comnunicatlon netvori: anons
oun ol?eu, and to create a2 unified uvs*e" *ﬂrou"r which feninist bools
can De ordered by bookstores." her are lhodin~ to Finance the catalorue
with a grant..."however, since we cannot rely on o rrant we vould ask
thot each press be prevared to vay For her own entry and i"oon would
cnonser to the nrinatin~ and tho diﬂtvﬂovtﬂht ots. ,acb nress’ 3aﬁe(u;
would list iteo boo';::; and ite own dintribution .':-_ﬂ.d ordexrin~ information.
“e gee this as ~sroundwor’: fownrds creatin~ a nation-wide
distribution system Tor wonen's bool:s, At FTirst the catalosue would be
sent by nmail o"dcr only. Honmefully the next sten would be to develon
~ team of saleswonen to _zo to the boolistores. This could be easily
co-ordznated with existing wonen's dintriﬁvtion to create a larrer
tlonal Ffeninist neiworlk."  lloon 3ooks want surcestions and recnonses,
‘”l*ﬁ 1o then at:s PO o 9223, Zerlteley, CA 0”?00 ' 3



THELIST

of Feminist Bookstores and Distributors in the U.S. and Canada April 1977

#Alexandria Dooks, Inc, Cora=The omen's Doolkmobile Feménéﬂt“Connectlon
328 So. 17th St. 342 Jarvis St. 1200 . Platt ST,
Philadelphia, FA 19103 Toronto, Ontario, Canada ;anpw. FL 33606
21 5=732=2L20 ' ' 31.3-251.~1089

#Coventry Dooks i it 8 oot
= - s _ - i rem: g ¥
w?lterq tlze nghsellelu Pi2$090é§wﬁTJ 1gv oo s Tiroale S
- éorbhr;tngS' ' y Mg ' Venice, CA 90291
Readinz PA 19507 c y 24501 _ _
213-375_0442 “Davis ‘omen's Looks
. P0 Box 1011 . Peminist Book liart

#Amazon Bool:store, Inc. Davis, CA 95616 PO Box 1ho ol
2607 Hennevin Ave, South © “Whitestone, Lew Iorx
liinneapolis, 131 554098 ﬂv*ﬂ'ﬂ Dauwchters Whltegtong, HY 11357
61 2=370=5507 oltly ensington Ave, 21 2=767-00633

Suffalo, ¥Y 142:9 _
Anazon Reality r ; _ #*First Thincs Pirst
0 3ox 95 *Zrma, The Buffalo Yoman's Books for onen
- oL Boolkatore 2L 0 Ra, it
Bur 2 9704 =200:510Te 2334 Ontario R4,V
ugers OR- 0L "”3’:’.3 Flllf':'_u?'re Ave. :'q'ro'i-.lnn-ton, DC ‘__0009
suffalo, Y, 14214 202-230L-2722

Androoyny Bookstore
1217 Crescent 3%,
llontreal, Quebec, Canada

71.6=735-2070

#™ll lioon Doolkstore
and Coffeechouse

%ﬁntigon? Doolks I 6 1 0th S

M5 %, &th Ave. B L

el n Francis ol 1 1

mucson, AR 85705 San Francisco, CA Q411
602~792—3715

Yiershelf

2 ?i”h1und
‘lirhland' Parlk, HI 48203
Vamcouver, BC, Canada 4#T.C -A Yonan's Place
Kooy Eroadwav at Colleg:
Oal: lanﬂ, CA 01"61 o

ly1 5=5017-9920

B, Iiller Bookstore
6862 Broadway
Littleton, CO 90120

A

Toaaa?

~
*Jlrn1n~h Boolisellers G
2222 B ”* Carson St.

thtuburgh. PA 15203

Commercial St,
ov*ncetown, 1A 02657

H

b = iy
=0
-

It's About Tine

- 1- m Tk [ e -y
Sook and Tea Shop 5502 University Vay, IE

16116 Fast 19th Ave . . = - ot o

o & o cattle, WA 9210
Euzene, OR 97403 _ ~ ’ 95105

Th wrewhon 3ooks Jane Addans Boolstore
26 Dacific'st 30X 2027 Statioh A 37 S. Vabash Ave, & Bake
O¥1. Pacific St. Zdmonton, Alberta, Canada  Chicaso, IL 60603
Omaha, XL 68114 _ 70y L -

‘»orvwonar'” Bookstore £

ek ol Kay's Book Studio
Eok tore c¢/o Debbie Doyle < 560 Lth St. pg”n” nt St.
42 i, B y S . o -
Z. Beatty St. ‘ San Rafael, CA 9490: 3inghanton, HY 13902
Pittst burcgh FA -_520.) 507 722 boop s
«Everywonants Books
gillfla, Ine., 2033 0Oalt Day Ave, Labyris. Books
J hlﬁhland Ave, _ Victoria, BC, Canada 33 Barrow St.
Janhattan Deach, CA 90266 Iiew York, Y 10014
“*Fan the Flames Feninist
*Common /oman Boolistore Book Collective #Larnmas Tomer s Shov

2004 fuvacalune 27 2, Vloodruff Ave, 321 =7th St. Sk
Austin, TX 98705 Columbun, 0H 43201 Washingzton, DC 20003

51 2=172-2755 61 =291 -775.6 202_515,6-?292




"he List, Page 2

Lesbian TFeminict
Center Bookstor

J5°3 Kort -.»Il ‘121..:: tead

Chicaro, 60557

Teshbion Cardens
200 llain St.
Morthannton, A 010860

Lilith: VYonyn's
Dookstore

1703 alnut

Douvldre, CC 20302

303-4@3-946?

Lizzle [lacFhee
PC Box 5502
qu..J. L.O:.:e' Cn 9‘5‘ 50

i:yndaTl rlacCowan
4673 £8thSt. -

”an Prancisco,
b1 5-131=3297

*liother ilali's 3oolis
gl Blair

Busene, 02 97L02
503=343-L85L

Liotherrisht
530 Jeaorl,h Ave,
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

s Atlas Press=Bookstore

53 West San Iernando
San Jose,CA 95113
LO0=209=1 050

Fiiew Marth Joo“ﬂtO“e
24 #, 39th

Cansas City. 10 Gl
01.6=931.=5794

slew Hords Hoolistore

186 ilampchire St,
Ca&brldre, MA 02139
0l1ld Lady Dlue Jeans

200 Ifain 5t,
Tlorthampton, A 072060

#01d 'ives' Tales
“omens' Visionse Cools
532 Valencia St

ad Uy

San Pranecisco, CA 9441(

#The Oven Boolk
*0?5 Second Ave.
salt Lalte City,

#The Orﬂcle
22640 llain 5%,
.\'.E.:J a.lqd ’ CPL 9)?51.’.:

*Qrmahizer's
Ll i, Proapect St.
Amherst, A 01002
Iy 3=253=0792 (Z1llen

OQur lace Zool:store
Ta83 s It Heb;aska Ave
fampa,.FL 33622

Paze One
26 lorth La 1”':a

“ooP Centexr

Caracciolo)

Zenclope and
604 South Lth St.
“hiladelnhiia, ZA

ek

Penn Vomen's Center Zookstore
A et

wonent's Cultur
3601 Tucust all
Thiladelphia, TA 419

_111““ Oﬁa.
) Sox 4 9

Towa City, IO
3 9=620-5L05

52210

*Risinc Joman Dooks
000 ’%.“o“ St.
ﬁ'-ta. ur....' u.{i 95”:'0:

707-5&5-¢

CA 9l 707-359-0333

91 6=L57-2533

#Sigter Zear 3ooks
Lot 18t St.
Livermnool, Y * 3082
31 5=457=7777

“Sisterhood 3oolkstore

1351 estwood B1vd,

LOU £ n"OlOu, C.’a'.

21 3=L77-7300

Smedley's Zookshon
119 &, Buffalo St.

Ithaca, Hew York 140
Sojourner Zoolkstore
1210 Picliens

Columbia, SC 2920

*50journer oolistore

52 DNedondo Ave,
Lons; Beach,
21 3=1:33=5350

Zetstone

onye
il 061.05
“snread the

"Central liail
Anmherst, 1A 01002

(home addresc)=-95 lidsewood

Northamnnton, [iA Torr,
N 7
L1 3=580=2972
*#1.3th lioon Feminiet 3oolistore
ﬂﬂd Art Clallery
1625 &, Irvinzg Place
Lllwaukee, WI 53202
#The 31st &t. Zookstore
L."QS Z., st 5
Baltimore, Iid ID 21218
301 ~235=-6060

r'.
Slsters

L7

7

Bool:ctore

2iver Queen Jonen't Center
PO Box 273

17140 River R4,

Cuernevood “arlk, CA 95i4L6
A Zoon of Her Ovm

3305 .3, Peoria

fulsa, 0X 784405
*Jacramento omen's Center
1 288,40 Sk,

Sacramento, CA Qﬁ 34l

9002b

50

A 9021 L

L
RIS »oolis #Cheece
520 Farmingoton Ave.,
U 88103 fartford,
u01-301-615r or 359~2636
Word Distribution
Rn~=UriASS

Tiﬁ“i"-jvvhrates
A ¢cm1h_3t Yoolistore
P0 Box 6

¥lainfield, VT 056567

.::.;_?orpnto ‘._"}'ome}z's 300::8{:0:‘0
5 Harbord St.

Toronto, Ontario
Canada
ophly

Lt 5m0 22w

FI5S 1.G4

Yancouver ‘onen's 2Boolkstor
SOL Richards St.
yancouver, $C, Canada

*Dee lleCarthy Vellarrubia
8334 Windlak

~d

San Antonio, T 78230

ate

“wonan to Voman
Feninist Bookcenﬁer
2023 . Colfax

Denver, CO 20206

'fi‘nom.nboo;.u

255 West 92nd St.
New York, 'Y 10025

*fomanself Roolistore
University !lall, 220 IAC
Zast Lansing I.I 48023
51.7=337-2h04

“Womansplace
ﬂm«:u 32nd 8%
Thoenix:, AZ u500u
602=9056=0156

“onanﬁto*e
a4 N FTLY ﬂ o
b Lavwi l_.- b.. 12

Gainsville, FL 32601,
90L=377-023L

A ¥9man*s Dooltstore
2112 11, 4th Ave,
Ann Arbor, I'I L2108

A Vioman's Doolistore
1.2 West 24t, Sy
Baltimore;-tH 21210

The Vonan's
905 Yale
S5t. Louis, 10 63105
31 5=701 <4200

Lye

an'c Tallery

302 Rio Grande Dlvd, iy
Albuaueraue, 717 071 ol
505-?h°-029‘

LS )
o .Ax WO

“A Jonan's Place 3oolstore
1300 si ﬁashinﬁton
Portland, OR 97202
503=226=053L5

“lomen i Distribution

70 Box 8350
Washington,DC200073

_202-5&3-0638
#7he VJonen's Cuide to Bools
=85 Information Corm,
635 lladison Ave
ew Yorlk, iU 2002
The ‘‘onen's Store

2065 Deech Street
San Diepo, CA 92102
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Women In Print

For those of you who do not receive the \/IP newsletter we are reprinting
the following letter published in Volume 1 #7, April 1, 1977:

Dear Vomen in Print People:

I'm sorry to say that as things look now it is likely there will not
be a 1977 Women irn Print Conference, [0 significant planning has
been done and it is rather late to start planning now,

As one of the Conference Planners, I sent out the first and last

mailer to other planners several months ago, In it I outlined all the
task areas we had discussced on +the last day of the Conference, raised
additional cuestions about food, transportation, locations, etc., and
called for that dedicated secretary who would work 1 day a week for six
months to come forth as I could not do it myself, OFf the 7 or 8
organizations on the planning committee, onlv two resvonded and then
only with a note saying they couldn't be the secretary. ilost discouraging

The cuestion arices: Do we really want a Conference this summer?
Perhans vpeople don't feel a cryins need to meet again this soon. Vould
people nrefer to meet azain in 19757 2

I think a poll is the only way to find out where we all stand. And,

if we do want it to Dbe this summer, we need one or itwo or~anizers to

)

talke on the major coordinating responsibility inmediately,

LY &9
Let's be intentional about Jomen in Print.

In sisterhood,

Carol Rowell

CiSS, Teminist 3Bulletin/the Lonzest Revolution
San Diezo, Ca

- -

larie iuda, editor of the IIP lewsletter soes on to say:

hen

As editor of this newsletter I would like to throw in a couple items for

your consideration recardingz a JIP conference. I nersonally feel

that from a verspective of relative value, another conference is

called for. To be practical, homefully it would not be scheduled

until after the confercnce renorts from last year's meetins have

been printed and disseminated., A few individula individuals have

indicated that summer nizht be 2 bad time for »ublishers to

attend because of production scheduling and have susrsested that

Spring, 1973 micht be a preferable alternate date to !

consider. In any event, if there are a few, several or many of you

who feel the need for some sort of meeting this year and a large

scale conference at any time in 1973 I would be willins to offer

tine and space at the 4th Annual Lesbian ‘/riters Conference to be

held in Chicago in late Jevptember 977 for vour nurmoses, If, a

three or four day full-scale conference would be feasible for this

september, I would be willinm ot lock the conference planning in with

that for TU/C as several considerations such as meals,

housing and conference space would simv»ly be a matter of exXpanding

LiC committnents already underway. ILet me have your thinkins on this.
There was a form to fill out along with the letter, but since we no longer
have that form I'd like to cncourase bookstores, distributors, publishers,
and whoever else mizht be readins this to send their ideas, feelinss, ete.
on this to: IZ lewsletter, c/o VOIIANPRISS, Box 59330, Chicazo IL 505&5.




Tiptree Revealed

The person using the »en-nane Janes nminvtree, Jr, has finally come out

of hidins., She ig Alice Sheldon, 61, a narried, scnieretired experimental
psychologist who has also written fiction under the name laconna Sheldon.
fhe Tivtree name was talzen firom miptree, Cussex, Inzland, a2 place fanous
for its vreserves. Iler mother was ilary lastinzs Iradley, a world traveler,
member of the liational Zeosraphic ¢ Royal Geographic Societies, and vriter
of such boolks as I PASSED FOR VHITE and AL 1 JUNGLILAND. IHer mother's
recont death at 3radley Lodze in lisconsin partially responsible for
her decision to reveal her real name, In recent sveech, Ted Sturseon
commented that nearly all the top newer writers, with the excevntion of
James Tiptree, Jr., were women, The exceptilon is now gone.
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revrinted from LOCUS
(see her story in AURORA BEYOI'D EQUALITY,)

S T T

NI NP

RESTONSES TC QUESTIONNAIRE: 20UKD 2

1ins .
Yes 11 totals 32 (comment-yes if it sac saves -doesnt it
) 1

o O 1 take a long time?)
Forman
Format:
Lezal 8 total: 26
8%X11 5 B 10
Publishers:
Yes © total: 23 (7 of the yes responses
vYes (serve needs of both) 3 . 6 said feminist or women
No 1 " 3 only) (other cormments—
Devnends 9 _ n 2 don't let it become a §
B making tool for straight
Advertising: ; businecses; it will be
Yes 10 total: 20 most effectivz & useful to
Teminist only @& " 18 not try too much at once-
Anyone 3 - g perhaps in the future)
Mo - 7

(corments-Isn't it a lot mere work?j only with careful discrimination/
discretions we're a bit undecided; it will help cut costs; anybody that

wvou wants don't rely on it-dont don't becone depgndent on feninist publishers-
zeep it a service to the women's cormunitys; the idea is info=

invite publishers to subscribe to set info-print their info-you can get

more in than an ad-it's a service to bookstores by payinz for it)

Additional comments from cuestionnaires;: we'd like to see an

snereased foecus on women's press books-Fill is an important link in our

voments web; a very important bezinninz; most of the feminist presses suffe:

from the same poor business practices as many of the major publishers=why

don't they send info on +heir new listings to their Dboolistore customers?e=
‘e hope they'll subscribe to the IBIl, or at least send info on new books

and reprints to us so that we can get the information to you~=ecd,

**********************************

Tew addresses:

EERA (newspaper) Diana Press Davghters, Inc.
328 South 17th 5%, LLOQ arlket Et. 22 Charles St.
“hiladelphia T4 19103 Qakland, CA liew York, iI¥Y 10014

21 5=732=2420
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HOT FLASH

(In case you haven't already
heard,) Daughters and Rita Mae
Brown have sold the reprint rights
fo RUBYFRUIT JUNGLE co Bantam for
$250,000, There is also a movie
contract in the offing.

That's what I read in PW. What

I HEARD was that Bantam has a-
greed to print 500,000 copies
BEFORE the release date (and
will of course reprint as long

as they can make $$.) This
should ensure that RJ will get
into supermarkets, drugstores and
news -stands everywhere. The price
was so high because Daughters has
already sold 60,000 copies of the
trade paperback edition,

The movie idea seems pretty def-
inate. Rita mae has finished or
has nearly finished the screen

play.

As 1 understand it, the way the
rights sale works is that RMB and
Daughters split the money. Daugh-
ters (I HEARD) will use the money
to bring out more books. As far
as I xnow, no one retained the
cover rights.

How bizarre toc read this first in
PW. I know a lot of thought went
into this decision. Daughters,
if you want to share some of it,
FBN would be glad to print it.

MORE RUMORS

... .Random House has turned down
Moon Books' fall list because
"The market for women's books is
over." First they won't print us
at all, now they say that we're
no longer of interest! How weird
(not to mention oppressive) the
straight press is.

LICE (the literary industrial
corporate establishment) will be

i = P s =
trylng to franchise women's bool:stores

soon, Accordins to someone who is
studying suvch things.

222 2-2:2-3-3-2-2-2-2-2'3-3-2'2-2-2-2-3-8-2-5-2-2-3-2-3 334

BOOKLIST, a journal of book re-
views published by the American
Library Association, now has a
column devoted to reviewing books
from the feminist press, edited
by hay A. Cassell, Her address
is ¢ /o Bethlehem Public Library,
451 Delaware Av., Delmar, New
York, 12054,

L R A-B-2:2-8-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-8-2-2-%-2:-8-5:2-8-2-8-8:4-2-2-3-3 ]

Do<s everyone know that the 2nd
issue of SINISTER WISDOM is ded-
icated to lesbian literature?
SW is distributed through WIND,

The

NEW BOOKSTORE

The JANE ADDAMS BOOKSTORE &
BAKERY opened in Chicago in Dec.
They combine new books with
antiquarian and rare books and
whole-grain pastries, and plants.
They do free rare book and out-
of-print book searches and offer
consulting services to libraries,
schools and organizations inter-
ested in building or expanding
their women's studies collections,
and to schools wishing to add to
their collections of non-sexist,
non-racist children's books.

PROBLEMS

a letter from ALEXANDRIA: HELP!
We have been having tremendous
difficulties with our book ship-
ments. Some pending orders are
going on 3 months!! I have writ-
ten repeatedly to the publishers
involved (sometimes we don't get
answers) as well as to the post
office and United Parcel Service
--so far to no avail., We'd like
to know if anyone else has been
having this problem. Does any-
one ‘have any suggestions? This
is infuriating and frustrating.

MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY'S
science fiction books go'out of
print super-fast. Sometimes w/
in 2-3 months. She says that
science fiction bookstores buy
a year's supply as soon as the
books come out. She suggested
that we do the same.

A A AR A AT A A AT A AT AR AR A AT A as

LICE

are

breeding ......

Hearst Corp. (yeah, THOSE Hearsts)
own AVON. (Besides monoploizing
the Bay Area newspapers, neither
one of which is good for much ex-
cept starting fires.)

CBS owns POPULAR LIBRARY. Who
owns CBS?

HARPER & ROW is buying THOMAS P
CROWELL, Crowell already owns
DAY, ABELARD-SCHUMAN, and FUNK

& WAGNALLS. Last year H-R grossed
90 million and Crowell grossed

15 million. Just thought you'd
like to know. 8



March, 1977

Dear Friends,

The fall/winter rush seems to be slowing down, and now is a
good time for us to summarize what Women in Distribution has
learned and accomplished in the last year - and what plans we
have for the coming one. Many of you have written or talked
with us, and this feedback has helped us to meet your needs as
bookstore, publisher, or library more completely. We're writing
this letter to let you know what we're thinking/planning, and
we're hoping to hear your reactions.

We had a very good winter season... that is, we sold approximately
4 times as many books this season (October, November, December) as
we did in 1975. As far as we can tell, there are 3 reasons for
thigs:

l)we took on many new titles - over 40 in 3 months. We put out 2
WIND Bulletins and 1 Fall Supplement. We had more of a selection
to offer;

2)we improved our invoicing and order filling procedures. Most
orders were sent out within 2 days of their arrival at WIND; and
3)we increased our advertising in newspapers/magazines - all on

a cooperative basis with publishers and bookstores.

Based on the above, we know now that Women in Distribution has to
constantly find and take on new books that are being produced. We
also know that in order to keep the stores/libraries we already
serve informed, and in order to spread the sales of "our" books to
other outlets, we need to do more mailings, more promotion.

We need you - bookstores, libraries, publishers, individuals - to
tell us when you hear of a good book we should be carrying. We are
preparing a "Fall Preview" of new books, for mailing in May. In
late August we will be sending out a new complete catalog. The
deadline for review material for the complete catalog is June 15.
Please send us review copies of any new books you are

releasing, or names of any books you'd like to see us carry.

To further increase sales of our books and to promote our

books beyond the women's and left movements, we are renting a booth
at the American Booksellers' Association ("ABA") Conference in
June. All chain/large bookstores in the country will have their
bookbuyers there, "shopping" for the books they'll offer to the
public in the fall. We are also renting a table at the American
Library Association's Annual Conference, in May. Approximately
10,000 librarians from all over the country will be attending this
event, also "shopping" for new books to put on their shelves.

As of May 1, 1977, we will be lowering the minimum number of
books needed to get our 40% discount to 10. We want to experiment



with this new policy - particularly since the cost of books
is going up - and see if it will encourage more frequent order-
1ng.

We'd like to continue /increase the cooperative advertising
that we did last year. We're very open to contributing whatever
we can to cooperative advertising ventures you undertake - we
have done this in the past with both bookstores and publishers.
In our opinion, advertising/reviews/promotion are as crucial to
"getting a book out", as distribution.

Reviews - in the women's press and in trade magazines mean greatly
increased interest in the book(s) reviewed. We have been trying:
to get books we carry reviewed in various publications, with some
luck. We have concentrated these efforts on those books we
distribute under an exclusive contract. Publishers interested in
having WIND do this sort of pushing for you, please write us...
there are specific rules/requirements/customs associated with
getting books reviewed by the press - especially magazines like
Publishers Weekly and Library Journal.

It has been clear for some time now that we need to operate out
of a larger space (so that we can stock more titles, and greater
numbers of each title....to eliminate those nasty backorders). We
have just about reached the end of our space, and are looking for
a new location.

All of the above plans take money - which we are trying to raise
now, feeling that it is crucial for WIND - in order to survive -
to greatly increase sales in the coming year. We want to avoid
having to ask for a greater discount from publishers/ or offering
a lower discount to buyers. Therefore, we are exploring these other
ways of bringing in more money.

Thanks to all of you for your support.... the (mostly pen-pal)

relationships we've developed with many of you, and your in-put
have gotten us through many a frustrating moment.

Don't forget to:

1. Send us titles/publishers of new books you'd like us to carry -
JUNE 15 DEADLINE for the Fall Catalog.

2. Send us any ideas cor invitations to join cooperative advertising
projects.

....and let us know what you think of our plans.

We hope you are all doing well - we'd like to hear more about your
plans and progress, too. v

Best, ' /MJ JLA};

the womén of Women in Distribution




E_ORACLE

presents

info from Publishers Weekly
This will be a synthesis of the previous month's goodies except for the
first three entries which are fron Jan, and Feb. Linda Ravenkanp

The QOracle

2 marks indicate a cuestion in our minds about the book--the title or
the description make us unsure of its value

Look for in paperback:
LENSTRUATION AD IENOPAUSE: The “hysiology and Psychology, the IMyth and
the Reality, Pauvla ‘eideger, Dell/Delta 3.95 (liarch) .

THE HITE REPORT: A MNationwide Study of Female Sexuality, Shere iite
Dell, 2,75 (April)

THROUAH THE FLOWER: My Struggle as a Woman Artist, Judy Chicago,

w3Cy

Doubleday/Anchor 4,50 (April)
WOMAN ON THE EDGE OF TIME, llarge Piercy, Fawcett (June)-

THE CURSE, NAL (June)
QR0 000000000000 00C0000000T 00CRO00O00C00CO0R00C0COCOPOOSROS

FEBRUARY 28 Children's Issue
Children's books that sounded good:

HALP A KINGDOM, Ann McGovern, iarne & Co., 5.95 ages 4=0
THE BURIED LIOON & OTHER STORIES, selected and illustrated by lolly Bang,

Scribner®s Sons, 5.95, young fiction
SARA & THE DOOR, Virginia Jensen, Addison-Wesley, 4.95 ages 3-6
MATILDA'S MASTERPIECE, llary Anderson, Atheneum, 6.95 ages 8-12
THE DANCING GRANNY, retold and illustrated by Ashley Bryan, Atheneun,

5.95, ages 5«9
DRAGONSINGER, Anne aCaffrey, Atheneum, 7.95 ages 8-12, seqguel to DRAGONSONG
CALL IE CLOW, Jobs for Juniors, by Harriette Sheffer Abels, Children's

Press, 6,60, ages 8-11
APPLE PIZS, Ruth Orbach, Collins & World 5.95, ages 4-8
AI'N*S SPRIMNC, Daniel Curley, Crowell, 6,50 azes 8~12
PUIOMEN AT THEIR WORK, Betty Lou English, Dial, 6.95 (all ages) inc., vhotos
?THE YOUNG PEOPLE"S GUIDE T0 HOMOSEXUALITY, liorton Hunt, rFarrar, Straus,

& Giroux, agses 9-12
MARGARET FULLER: BLUZSTOCKING, ROMANTIC, REVOLUTIONARY, Ellen Wilson,

FS¢G, 7.95 12 & up :
?Guiness Book of WOIEN'S RECORDS, Norris licWhirter, Sterling, 4.95, 10 & up
SEVEN WOMEN: PORTRAITS FROM THE AIERICAN RADICAL TRADITION, judith KNies,

Viking Junior Books, 8.95
DREAXING THROUGH: Stories of Three Vomen in the 1970's, Betsy Smith,

Walker, price? ’

OTHER BOOKS:

HER YWAY: BIOGRAPHIES OF VIOMEN FOR YOUIG PEOPLI, llary Ellen Kulkin,
American Library Association, new guide to in-print biographies of 800
women, 480 pages, clothbound, 325, Order Dept, ALA, 50 E, Huron S%,
Chicago, Ill,, 60611,

VHATTA-CALY THE LIFE AID TIIES OF BA3Z DIDRIKSONN ZAHMARTIAS, THE GREATIEST

WOLAN ATHLITE IN THR IISTORY OF THI WORLD, William Oscar Johnson and
Neney P. Villiams, Little 3Brown 8.95 Ilay 2k

2715 OTIIER PERSUASION: AN ANTHOLOGY OF SIIORT FICTION ABOUT GAY iEN AND
W01, ed Seymour illeinbers, Random House/Vintaze, 3.95 llay

ALK T0 THE END OF THE YORLD, Suzy liciiee Chamas, Del Rey Books, science
fiection, Pallantine, 1.50, "A future race of slave women revolt
against men," '

P Torecasts

GAI'ES [OTHER NEVER TAUGHT YOU" CORPORATE GAIESIAISHIP FOR VWOIEN, Bettly

Leh:n Harragan, Rawson Associates (Atheneum, dist.) 10.95, lay 20,

CR for wonen in corporate business, how to succeced.
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[FPW continued

In the lledia A - .
Barbara Garson, ALL THZ LIVELONG DAY: THZD MEAMIIG AITD DEMEANIIG OF
20UTTHE WORK, Pencsuin, 1.95, was recently on "iiot for women only,"

Dr. Mareia Cuttentas, UNDOTIIG SEX STEREQTYPES, HeGraw-Hill,

uaca to Press- . ‘
UE VOIAN WARRTIOR, lMaxine Hons ingston, inopf, 7.95 40,000 copies in print

GAY AIERICAN HISTORY, Jonathan Xatz, Crowell, 6.95pb, 15.00 cloth, 2&,500.

T HEBAR MY 8IS TIR” SAYING, Konek and Walters, 4.95 pb, 9.95 cloth,
10,500 in print.

P71 FORIECASTS
SITA, kate liillet, Fs&d, 10.00, Hay 26, "self-serving journal."

ELEANOR OF AQUITANE, Marion leade, Hawthorn, 12,50 June 1.

Restseller List-iHardbaclk boolks

Fietion _ '
#5 HOW TO SAVE YOUR OVl LI_M. Erica Jons (A real bummer book!)

ion=Fietion

#4 CHANGIIG, Liv Ullmann

#8 mHE HITEZ REPORT, Shere Hite
................Q........'.i..............................

DOOKS FOR CYTLIDREN BULLETIN. Tublication of the Council on Interracial
Books for Children, Inc, 1841 Broadway, New York, Iy 10023, 1.75 ea.

FW Forecasts Children's Fiction
TRIAL VALLEY, Vera & Bill Cleaver, Lippincott, 7.95, 12 and up, sequel to
WHERE THE LILIES BLOOH,

March 7
Bad news: full naze ad for THE TOTAL liAM, Tyndale Pub., "It's time
for a man's book..."

#i American Sooksellers Association Convention in San Francisco, May 28-31.
WIND will be there. '
P Forecasts )
2YOUR CHIID? I THOUGH® IT WAS LY CIILD, Owen & [fancie Spannh, iard
Ritchie Press. 8.95, counsels community of QlVO”CCd and renarried

veoples, esP. on how to cope w/ stepchildren., Nancie Spann discusses
probs, faced by single women w, children,

...........................................................
llarch 1% Religion Issue
Round=-up
?PTHE IYTH BEHIND THE SEX OF GOD: ™MOWARD A NEW CONSCIOUSHESS~TRAIISCENDING
ATRTARCIY AND DPATRIARCHY, Carol Ochs, Beacon Press, 9.95 Arsues for
2. single approach to divinity. June

Back to press
PREGNANCY AFTER 35, Carole Spearin licCauley, 7.95, Dutton

A BOOK OF CO:Imi0N PRAYZER, Joan Didion, 8.95 S & S, {ilar 31, 35,000 in print
national tour.

CRIIES ACAINST VOIIE!, Diana Russell and ilicole Van.de Ven, 5.95, Les
Femmes, 10,000 copies

LTIFLICKS, Lisa Alther, 2.25, AL, one million in prlnu DEFORE publication.

10
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sisterho00 BOOKSTOi«t?

> k]
as promised fronm

Here's a list of the books reviewed, etc., in ilew York Times Book
Reviews, and New York Review of Books, I assume what everyone vants
is a fairly loose definition of "feminist books" for our list, so that
the stores can chose for themselves according to their own politics
and volici~s, Here goes; choose

The lovels of Virginia Voolf- by Alice Van Buren Kelley, Univ, of
Thicazo Pr., paver, OB.05., (literary criticism)

T Came Here To Be Alone- Ingrid Bengis. Cloth, ©8.95, Simon & Scuster,
(novel)

Dawns and Dusks- Autobiography & prints by artist Louise Kevelson. Cloth,
312,05 Scribners,

Thé Female Exverience- Gerda Lerner. Paper, $5.95, Bobbs-llerrill. (history)

The Other Womani a life of Violet Trefusis- by Phillippe Jullian & Johkn
Phiiiips, cloth, oic.00, Roughton=iifilin,

How To Save Your Own Life- by'ﬁrica Jong., Cloth, $8,95. Holt, Rinehart.
(novel)

In the Looking Glassj 21 Modern short stories by women- ed. by lyra
¥tark and ilancy Dean. Cloth, ©$5.95, rutnam,

The Sea Birds Are 3till Alive~ by Toni Cade Bambara, Cloth, $7.95,
Random, (short stories)

A Literature of Their Owng British Women Novelists From Bronte to Lessing-
. by Elaine Stowalter, Cloth, o17.50 Princeton Univ, pr,

Infamous Woman; The Life of Ceorge Sand- by Joseph Barry, Cloth, $12,95,
Doubleday,

‘A Woman In Revolt (biography of Flora Tristan) by Dominique Desanti,
Cloth, $9.95, Crown,

Pink Collar Workers- Louise Kapp Howe, Cloth, ZPutnam. §$8.95,

Women in American Architecture- ed. by Susana Torre, Cloth, $25,00,
Whitney Llbrary of Design, 1515 Broadway, New York, NY 10036,

Womankindly, C/?Lg;ijnvf.

AR ATA R AR AYR 1-3-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2.3-2.2-2.8.8.2-2-3-3-8-2-2-2-2-3-2-3-3-3-3:3-3-3-3-3'3.2-2-3-3.3.2-3-3-2.2-2 7 3 2 2 2 2 R T 2

Pam of The Open Book in Salt Lake City recommends "a brand new line
of nonsexist children's books, orizinally Italian, now translated, and
beautifully illustrated". The titles she carries are: Sggaggink Rose,
Arthur and Clementine, A Fortunate Catastrophe, and The Rea 0 0
The Bonobos Who Wore Spectacles. ALl hardcover, $4.95. "They eac% Tell
a story of iemale characters realizing and acting upon their strengths

and of the mystified but also enlightened male characters they influence
(with the exception of Arthur, who still doesn't understand....)

The Open Book®s best selling children's book is Alexander and the Terrible
Horrible No Good, Very Bad Day, Judith Viorst, !.95 paper (no publisher
1isted) "a delightful book for anyone who has ever had a bad day." A

L T L L R S R R R R T T T L L 2 R P U P AV

Call ile Ishtar, Rhoda Lerman, Holt, Rinehart, Vinston--"the story of a
middle class hausfrau in Syracuse, NY (married to the manager of a rock
‘band) who one day becomes infused with the spirit of che Great >
Goddess~-the effect if sinilar to the event of Savl of Tarsus getting
knocked off his horse (to realize himself as Paul, the basic inventor of
the Catholic Church) but now it's the Femaleness of Divinity
which is doing the thunderbolting and the llother is angry at this world
which desecrated Her Image in liature and all that is Female--the stunning
theatrics of Her revenge is matched only by the vniercins dryness of the

.
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