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THE E D I T O R S  TAKE LEAVE

ABOUT  T H I S  S P E C I A L  I S S U E  OF  A M A Z O N  QUARTE RLY

DURING THE SUMMER, WITH OUR READERS' HELP, WE HAVE REALIZED THE FANTASY WE 
DESCRIBED IN ISSUE 3 — WE SPENT JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST TRAVELLING OVER 12,000 
MILES MEETING AND INTERVIEWING OUR READERS IN THE U. S .  AND CANADA. THIS 
SPECIAL DOUBLE-SIZED ISSUE IS DEVOTED TO THE LIFE STORIES OF THE WOMEN WE MET. 
STARTING ON P. 18, I ’VE TRIED TO HIGHLIGHT SOME OF MY STRONGEST IMPRESSIONS 
FROM THE TRIP.

ALSO, ON P. 30 A COMPOSITE VIEW OF THE WOMEN WE INTERVIEWED. DEBORAH WOLF, 
A SAN FRANCISCO ANTHROPOLOGIST, SPENT THE SUMMER TRANSCRIBING AND ANALYZING 
THE TAPES WE RECORDED. HER REPORT IS A PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF OUR HNDINGS.
IT IS NECESSARILY INCOMPLETE—BUT WE WILL PRINT UPDATED FINDINGS AS OUR WORK 
ON THIS PROGRESSES.

IN THE LAST PAGES OF THIS ISSUE YOU WILL HND THE WOMEN'S RESOURCES WE DIS
COVERED ON THIS TRIP — PROJECTS, BOOKSTORES, PERIODICALS, WOMEN’S CENTERS, 
BARS, FILMS, PRESSES , ARTISTS'AND MUSI CIANS’GRO UPS , ETC. IT IS BY NO MEANS A 
COMPLETE DIRECTORY OF THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT, BUT IT IS A START. ALL ENTRIES 
ARE UP-TO-DATE AND HAVE BEEN CHECKED OUT BY THE EDITORS. WE WANT TO DO AN 
ANNUAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE RESOURCE LIST AND WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD 
SEND US INFORMATION ON RESOURCES YOU KNOW OF IN YOUR AREA.

Laurel
I T ’ S M I S S  Q ' S  B I R T H D A Y !  SHE IS O N E  YEAR O L D .
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Flo is  sm all and th in  w ith very quick g e s tu re s , her ta lk  punc
tua ted  by lau g h te r. S h e 's  been  a  one-w om an le sb ian /fem in ls t 
movement in th is  Southern c ity  for four y e a rs— in i t s e l f  quite a 
fe a t. But i t 's  how she formed th is  urgent v is io n  th a t moved us 
and has s tay ed  w ith  us a s  a g reat in sp ira tio n .

Since we arrived  at F lo 's  in  th e  afternoon and we d id n 't do 
the ta p e  u n til the next morning, some of the  im portant s to ries  
had a lread y  been  to ld . The m ost im portant on e , the even t th a t 
changed F lo 's  life  and ca ta ly zed  her fem inist c o n sc io u sn e ss , 
was too painfu l for me to  ask  her to  repea t; F lo 's  m other and 
F lo 's  lo v e r (the th ree  of them  liv ed  together) were driving ten  
m iles to  go C hristm as shopping w hen they  both  were k illed  in 
a ca r a c c id e n t. Flo s tay ed  in  a k ind of mourning for tw o y e a rs , 
and em erged w ithout personal hope but w ith  a rare love for a ll 
women.

SHE ^ A D  l^WINKLY ^ E S  

and there was a joy  about her. 

And she always let me be ju s t  

what I  was.
Not too long b e 

fore she d ied  in  an a c c id e n t, she  to ld  my 
neice  th a t she  fin a lly  understood  w hat I had 
been ta lk in g  about a ll  my l i f e . W hich w as 
about her re la tio n sh ip  w ith daddy a lo t. Be
cause  I w as a lw ays c r it ic a l about i t .  And 
I s ta rted  begging when I w as five  for her to  
leave him . And go o ff w ith m e. (laughs)

The whole th in g  about my be in g  a le sb ia n  
happened— she d id n 't understand  th a t . but 
she to ld  me she  valued  me no m atter w h at. 
And w hen I w as w ith  my lo v e r, Jeanne , she  
sa id  w hatever made me happy , th a t w as i t .  
That w as f in e . B ecause a lso  s h e 'd  known 
I 'd  bee,n a d a rk , moody person  a l l  my l i f e , 
and th e n  I w as no t, a fte r  I met Jeanne. So 
she encou raged  th e  re la tio n sh ip  Just b e c a u se

of th a t .  And we liv ed  in th e  house w ith  my 
m other for aw h ile .

G: W as your fa th e r th e re  th e n ?
F; Y eah. Oh my fa th e r. It w as a b a ttle  

w ith  my fa ther a l l  my l i f e . All my l i f e . We 
w ere en em ies .

G: W hat w as he lik e  w hen you w ere a child?
F: He w as ju s t your average man— a ma

c h in is t .  Momma had to  do every th ing  for 
h im . She u sed  to  have to  w ash  h is fe e t when 
he came in ! Y eah! Momma'd be s tand ing  up 
a l l  day and a ll n igh t and sh e 'd  have to  stop 
w hat she w as doing and w ash  h is f e e t .  He 
w ould ju s t  order her around. He needed  her, 
bu t he needed  her s e rv ic e s .

G: W as your fa th e r  open w ith you p h y s ica l
ly ?  W as he a ffe c tio n a te ?

F: He was more a ffec tio n a te  than  I liked .
I never did like him . I w as glad w hen he 
d ied . He u sed  to  b ea t me ra th e r severely  
when I was stubbo rn , but I d on 't th ink  tha t 
cau sed  me to  d is lik e  him . I d is lik ed  him b e
fore he did th a t .  W hen he w as h itting  me, 
h e 'd  lo se  control and keep on h itting  me.
He w as ju s t a  n as ty  man! And he w a sn 't 
very u n u su a l, (laughs) But a ll my life  I 
d id n 't know I w as right u n til now, th a t I 
w as doing th e  righ t th in g . But somehow I 
knew it  th e n . But I w a sn 't su re , and I 
d id n 't have anybody e ls e .  Just me again st 
him. . . .

G; W hen do you f irs t remember m asturba
tin g ?

F: I remember m asturbating  (laughs) on my 
momma's k n ee—I know th a t I w as rea l 
sm a ll. I g u ess  about four, and sh e  to ld  me 
to  q u it. But I remember having an orgasm 
when I was l i t t le  and I c a n 't  understand  
th a t.  I c a n 't  understand  it  p h y sio lo g ica lly .

G: W as m asturbating  som ething your mo
ther d id n 't w an t?

F: Y eah. U nhuh. (laughs) W ell, on her 
knee she d id n 't w a n t . . . (laughs) I t  was 
kind of an awkward s itu a tio n  for her! I was 
her love r, you know , a ll  my life . It was a 
constan t th in g , bu t she never could  respond . 
I w ish she had , I rea lly  w ish  she had . She 
would have been  alo t happ ier w ith m e! And 
I w as rea lly  uh try ing  to  th ink of a ,  you 
know , a kind of a man for her, who was 
fem inine, if  she rea lly  had to  have a man. 
Rather th an  som eone lik e  D ad. Somebody 
she could ta lk  to ,  a t le a s t .  And would l i s 
ten  to  her and th ink  of her as a p e rso n , 
w hich Daddy never d id . But I thought I 
would be b e tte r  (laughs) th an  anybody e ls e .

But she ju s t  co u ld n 't do th a t .  Momma 
re jec ted  me so much I ju s t  knew th a t we 
never would be ab le  to — th a t she never 
would be ab le  to  overcom e the w h o le , you 
know , in c e s t ,  a s  w ell a s  the  taboo  again st 
le sb ian ism .

G: How ea rly  w as it  th a t you rea lly  thought 
of it th a t w ay? That you were in love with 
your m other?

F: There w as ju s t  the fee lin g . And I remem 
ber sex u a l fe e lin g . And I d id n 't lab e l it 
u n til—I w ent th rough—I th ink  a lo t of le s 
b ian s  do— it w as in  high sc h o o l, about the 
e leven th  g rad e , th a t I rea liz e d  th a t there 
w as a lab e l on m e. And th a t 's  w hen I tried  
to  find som ething in  psychology th a t would 
say  som ething about w hat i t  w a s , you know. 
And th a t w as a bad  tim e . B ecause what you

find in  psychology is  not rea lly  good at a l l .  
And th a t was a period of d ep re ss io n , long 
d ep ress io n  for m e. Probably when I was 
m ost down.

G: Did you fee l when you were a child 
th a t you were different from most of the peo
ple around you ?

F: Y eah. I sure d id . In fa c t, when I first 
began  having my m enstrual period , you 
know , w hat I thought w as—I d id n 't know 
w hat w as happening b ecau se  nobody told 
m e. It was blood tha t s ta rted  com ing. And 
w hat I thought—I knew p arts  and I had to 
put them  to ge ther m yself— and w hat I fi
gured out w as th a t I was both male and fe
m ale. I thought I was a ,  you know , herma
phrodite , and I thought I had sperm  in me 
a s  w ell as eg g . I learned tha t from people 
a t sch o o l—th a t makes b a b ie s . And what I 
thought I was having was a m iscarriage! 
B ecause of m asturbating . I thought tha t had 
ac tiv a ted  the sperm and th e  egg and th a t I 
w as having like a virgin b ir th .

The Guardian w ith  a Red Egg 
1955—Leonor Fini

G: Your mother had never to ld  you anything 
about i t?

F: N o, she had tha t sh y n ess  about her, 
a c tu a lly , I g u e s s ,  in regard to  me. Maybe 
if I had ac ted  like  your average obedient



ch ild  and conformed as  I w ent along growing 
u p , she probably w ouldn 't have been as shy 
about i t .  I th ink she probably would have 
exp la ined  th o se  th ings to  me. But she felt 
ju s t  a l i t t le  b it th rea ten ed  by m y . . .

G: When you were a kid and you fe lt d if
ferent from other p e o p le , how did you ex
p la in  th a t to  you rse lf?

F: W ell, th a t sam e th in g . I ju s t knew tha t 
—I don 't know— it ju s t  seem ed tha t I w as 
more ac tiv e  th an  the o ther g ir ls . And the 
o ther g ir ls --w h e n  I w as l i t t l e —w ell, I was 
never in te re s te d  in  th in g s th a t you 're sup
posed  to be in te re s ted  in . I was going 
ag a in st th a t everytim e they  tried  to push 
som ething on m e--abou t d o lls  and th in g s .
Mom would give me a do ll— she loved dolls 
— and I 'd  ju s t  operate  on them ! (laughs)

The th ings th a t o ther people tried  to  put on 
me, I ju s t co u ld n 't a c c e p t. The gam es I was 
w illing  to  p lay w ere like  s c ie n t is t ,  and doc
to r , th ings like th a t .  And th e y 'd  alw ays try  
to  get me to  be a n u rse , th e  housew ife . . .

G: Can you think of any circum stances 
which were im portant to  your becom ing a le s 
b ian?

F: It seem s lik e —I c a n 't  remember when I 
w a sn 't you know . I d o n 't ev er remember b e
ing he tero sex u al to  change to  being a le sb ia n . 
Starting w hen I w as rea lly  l i t t le .  If any th ing , 
it  was her in flu en ce , ju s t le tting  me develop 
free ly .

G: How old were you w hen you were firs t 
a ttrac ted  to  g irls  sex u a lly ?

F: (laughs) I g u ess  I w as th ir te e n , w ith a 
woman o th e r th an  my momma th a t I w as a t
trac ted  t o , and th a t w as one of my fr ie n d s .

G: How did you fee l w hen th a t happened?
F: That w a sn 't  a sex u a l encoun ter, th a t w as 

ju s t sort o f a genera lized  affection  concen
tra ted  on one perso n .

G: So it  w a sn 't any change for you?
F: No, i t  w a s n 't .  I ju s t changed focus from 

Momma to  my frien d . She had her head in  my 
lap  one n ig h t, not doing any th ing , ju s t  resting  
and a ll of a sudden— it happened! But th a t 
w asn ’t  a su c c e ss fu l n igh t.

G; You sa id  sometime w hen you w ere in  high 
school you rea lized  i t  w as lesb ian ism ?

F: Uhuh.
G: How did you fe e l about th a t?
F: Everybody so rt o f—W ell, the w ay I fe lt 

about Momma, th a t w as so rt of accep ted , you 
know. In  a w ay . That w e 're  c lo se . I never 
did say  anything about the  sexual f e e l in g s , 
of c o u rse , but I knew  they  e x is te d . That w as

When I found the  books 
about homosexuality - then 
1 thought something was 
wrong with me.
accep ted , and th en  when i t  changed to  th is  
g irlfriend o f mine th a t w a sn 't at a ll  the sam e. 
Then I though t, you know , som eth ing 's  w rong. 
Nobody e ls e  is  like  th is  !

G: How did you th ink o f i t?  Did you think 
som ething w as wrong w ith  you?

F: Unhuh. W ell. I d o n 't know if  I thought 
th a t m yself. I thought (pause) som ething was 
d ifferen t a t f irs t.  And th e n , when I read  a -  
bout—w hen I found the books about homo
sexu a lity  in  psychology—then I though t som e
thing w as wrong w ith  m e.

G: Do you remember any of the b o o k s?
F: Freud. And a m edical d ic tionary  I remem

ber read in g .
G: Did th a t rea lly  change the w ay you felt 

about y o u rse lf?
F: I had to  go through a period o f—I d id n 't 

know if  th ey  w ere righ t or “riot. I d id n 't th ink 
they  w ere but I w asn 't su re .

G: How did you get through th a t?  W hat 
helped you to  get to  ano ther way of th in k in g ?

F: That w as kind of a long period th e re , and 
I w as in  co llege  before anything good hap
pened . W hat good th a t happened w as my 
loving Jean n e , who I met in  co lleg e . And 
th e n , for some re a so n , I knew th a t it w as 
a ll righ t. Up u n til th en  I d id n 't .  Up un til 
then  I had never known another woman to 
feel the  sam e w ay I d id . And th e n  w hen I met 
Jeanne, she  d id . And to o , I had th e  g re a te s t 
re sp e c t for her and I knew  if sh e  fe lt th a t 
way to o , the re  co u ld n 't be anything wrong 
w ith i t . W ith m e.

G: Did you ev er go through a period of 
try ing to  im ita te  boys ?

, F: W hen I thought th a t i t  was wrong to  be a 
le sb ia n , w hat I did th en  w as re a lly  go over 
in to  try ing  to  cu t off a l l  my male b ehav io r, 
to  the po in t of shaving  my a rm s! I thought 
th a t anybody who looked a t my arms would 
know im m ediately th a t I had ha ir on them  
and th a t w as a sure s ig n  of le sb ian ism ! So 
I went th e  o ther way re a lly . I d id n 't go into 
th e  male ro le . I w ent in to  try ing  to  hide it 
from everybody e lse  u n til I figured it  o u t.

G; So you figured it o u t?
F; Y eah, it w as like  a sec re t th a t I 'd  known

%

' S ' .

La P en sie ro sa—1954—Leonor Fini

th a t I d id n 't w ant anybody e ls e  to  know un til 
I w as able to  handle the s itu a tio n  and cope 
w ith my fee lings about i t .  And during th a t 
perio d , I changed  in to  being— to  acting  a c 
cording to the  fem ale ro le . And during th a t 
tim e I would ju s t  go off by m yself for long 
periods of tim e . And th is  happened  for 
sev e ra l y e a rs .

G: When did you rea lly  feel th a t you were 
strong  enough to  be w hat you w ere ?

F; That went on un til Jeanne happened .
And th en  I had i t  a ll  to g e th e r . So I could 
help Jeanne w ith  i t ,  to o . Jeanne w as a l l  I 
needed  to know it  w as r ig h t. And then  I had 
thought it o u t, a ll  th e  ang les of i t .  Enough 
to  h it anybody who w ent a g a in s t i t .

G: How o ld  w ere you when th a t  happened?
F; Jeanne ? Tw enty.
G: In  what w ays w as th a t re la tio n sh ip  im

portan t for you? You already  sa id  tha t th a t 
w as what made you feel p o s it iv e . W hat 
e ls e  ?

F: Everything— i t ’s hard to  b eg in . I t’s the 
b e s t re la tio n sh ip  I 'v e  know n. We d id n 't 
d isag ree  about a lo t.  We shared  the same 
assum ptions and from there  we d id n 't d iffer 
very much about any th ing . W e learned  from

each  o th e r. It w as ju s t  the b e s t  th ing tha t 
ever happened! (laughs) P ossib ly  ever w ill. 
B ecause I h av en 't found anybody th a t is  even 
com parable.

G: How w as Jeanne unusual ?
F: For some re a so n , Jeanne w as able to 

share  h e rse lf  w ith  me and m ost people are 
unable to .  I th ink  th a t there are  o ther women 
who I th ink are as w hole a person  as  Jeanne 
but I never have b een  able to  develop a re 
la tio n sh ip  w ith them , the  w ay th a t I did w ith 
Jeanne. And th e  le sb ia n —th e  whole problem 
— I d o n 't know , i t 's  d ifferen t to o , b e c a u se —
I never sa id  to  Jeanne 'I 'm  le sb ia n ' like  I do 
now . I get a ll the  tim e d ifferen t reac tio n s  
from peop le . That ju s t happened by itse lf ;  
and now th a t I 'm  say ing  to  women I'm  le sb ia n , 
they  move aw ay ju s t  th e  s lig h te s t  b i t .  The 
s lig h te s t b it of rig id ity  and I can  feel i t .
I t 's  e ith e r th a t or they  flirt w ith  me and th ings 
like  th a t .  I d o n 't like  th a t e i th e r .  That is  
s t i l l  not i t ,  i t ’s not th e  way a re la tio n sh ip  
should d ev e lo p . Of i ts  own in te llig en ce  it 
should develop w ithout trying to  force i t  in to  
th is  or th a t w ay of be ing . I t 's  not th a t I d o n 't 
th ink th a t o th e r women a re n 't  as good as 
Jeanne o r th a t she  w as the b e s t person  th a t



ever e x is te d , i t 's  th e  b es t re la tio n sh ip  tha t 
ever e x is te d  for m e, so  far.

G: How im portant w as sex  in  th a t re la tio n 
sh ip ?

F: It w a sn 't  the  en tire  re la tio n sh ip , but the 
e ro tic ism  we fe lt w as genera lized  in  every 
a sp e c t o f i t .  The sexual re la tio n sh ip  was 
very sa tis fy in g  to  both  of us and we d idn 't 
have a m ale-fem ale role a t a l l .  Inasm uch as 
i t  v a ried .

IJ E © 0 8 @ \ ! 7 @

0DQ iiGo© GCDDuQljuQSiiDuQQDQii ©if
® 0 D ©  \52/® 0uQ (a]D 0 0 ®  ® D Q ® ii[n ]© [? ,

G: W hat have your re la tio n sh ip s  been  like 
s in ce  Jeanne?

F: W ell, the re  w as a long tim e, in  fact 
about tw o y e a rs—I rea lly  th ink  th a t we d on 't 
get over a c lo se  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  another 
woman e a s ily .  I re a lly  do th ink th a t w e're 
more—th a t i t 's  harder for us than  for hetero
sex u a l coup les to  sep ara te  and be away from 
each  o th e r . I th ink  i t  tak es  longer for us to 
get over a c lo se  re la tio n sh ip  w ith a woman.
I d on 't th ink we d o . So i t  w as about two 
years before I even  came out of—th a t I w as 
sane a g a in . She d ie d , and th en  i t  w as ju s t 
. .  .anybody  th a t w anted to  come home with 
me. I made love to  women ju s t  b e c a u se — 
it w as ju s t  sex u a l s a tis fa c tio n . I t 's  not, 
to ta l ly .  M aybe men rea lly  do—can  ju s t do 
sex —th e re 's  a genera lized  love for women 
I 'v e  g o t. If any woman w an ts to come home 
w ith m e, i t 's  fine w ith  me. I'm  happy to  be 
of se rv ice  to  a w om an. Any tim e . Not to  a 
man. And if  a woman needs som ething from 
m e, I w ant to  be a v a ilab le  to  give it if I 
c an . And th a t 's  w hat the  sex u a l re la tio n 
sh ips s in ce  Jeanne have b een .

G: Id e a lly , in  a re la tio n sh ip , would you 
want to  be monogamous or no t?

F: Y eah. Yeah.
G: Can you th ink  why th a t 's  im portant to 

you ?
F: It seem s like  i t  would be je a lo u sy , but 

i t 's  not so much je a lo u sy  as  i t  i s —I kind 
of b e liev e  in  a sex u a l commitment to  one 
wom an. I b e liev e  in  the commitment of one 
woman to  ano ther. I think we need s ta b il
ity  in  our re la tio n s h ip s . And I th in k  tha t 
s ta b ility  is  th rea ten ed  by polygam ous re la 

tio n sh ip s . For me, I know it i s .  Now I 
w ouldn’t  apply th a t to  a ll le sb ia n s  a t a l l .  I 
th ink th a t le sb ian s  should do w hat they  fee l 
is  right to  do.

G: Can you ta lk  a little  about th e  year th a t 
Jeanne and your mother d ie d . How did you 
get through th a t?  W hat helped  you?

F: N othing helped me excep t m yself. That 
w as the th in g . In fa c t ,  I got mad at every 
body, b ecau se  they  w eren 't doing anything 
to  help me. And the  th ing  w as th a t they  
co u ld n 't do any th ing . Jeanne s a tis f ie d  needs 
tha t w ere so  in te rco n n ec ted . Jeanne and I 
were so  in terconnected  in  s a tis fa c tio n  of 
needs and interw oven th a t no one person
could rep lace  her. And to o , I w as mad th a t 
o ther people w ere a live  and th a t Jeanne 
w a s n 't .  I ju s t resen ted  anybody , i t  d id n 't 
m atter w ho. Just b ecau se  th ey  w eren 't h e r. 
Here th ey  w ere , going to  work every  day and 
ju s t ta lk in g  about th ings th a t d id n 't  have any 
kind of m atter in  th e  whole w orld . Looking 
through m agazines and everybody w as bored . 
And I 'd  come up and say  ' W hat do you th ink  
you 're do ing? W e're gonna d ie ! ' T hey 'd  ju s t  
go aw ay from me a s  fa s t a s  th e y  could g o . 
(laughs) W ell, I quit doing th a t ev en tu a lly  
bu t, you know , I w a sn 't re a lly  sane  th e n ,
I don 't th in k . The agony I w as in  w asn 't 
sa n e . I s t i l l  fee l th a t w ay , bu t I 'm  not gonna 
th rea ten  people w ith i t .  I ju s t try  to do it  
another w ay.

G; So you s t i l l  fee l re a lly  aw are of d e a th ?
F: Y eah, y eah . U ntil ju s t  know ing th a t 

when you leave  a person  you might ju s t never 
see  them  a g a in . . .th a t whole fe e lin g .

G; How has th a t changed the  w ay you a c t 
w ith people and the  way you fee l about your
se lf?

F: Y eah. I w ant to  make it no t so obv ious, 
to be a li ttle  more ta c tfu l about i t .  I s t i l l  
have th a t same kind of fee lin g  of the in te n s ity  
of eac h  moment.

And, to o , a ll of the sud d en , w hen I w as 
sane again  I w a sn 't  w orried — and i t 's  been  
th a t w ay ever s in c e —I w a sn 't  w orried about 
my own d ea th . Now. I t 's  not som ething I 
run aw ay from. Every moment is  good enough 
to  be th e  la s t .  So it w as about two years  
tha t I w as in  a to ta lly  agon ized  ex is te n c e  
and i t 's  been a fu ll year th a t th is  has 
con tinued .

G: I 'm  going to  change d ire c tio n s . Have

you ev er had re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  men?
F: Y eah, unhuh. I did b ecau se  I thought— 

th a t 's  before I met Jeanne. And afte r the 
psychology b o o k s . This boy rea lly  w anted 
me to  marry him and gave me an  engagem ent 
rin g , and I (laughs) ju s t lo s t  i t .  I had sex u a l 
re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  men but i t 's  ju s t—I d id n 't 
try  not to  fee l any th ing , bu t I ju s t co u ldn 't 
fe e l any th ing . I ju s t d id n 't c a re . That w as 
lik e  w ashing d ish e s  or som ething you d o n 't 
lik e  to  do th a t you do.

G: Do you th ink  you ev e r would in the 
future ?

I remember...
wanting to kill them when 

they were fucking me.

A rea lly  strong  feeling  of v io 
le n c e ,  like w anting to  s ta b  them  in  the  b ack , 
(laughs)

G; Have you ever thought y ou 'd  want to  
have ch ild ren ?

F: W ith me and Jeanne, y eah . W ith ano
th e r  woman, if  women w ere in  the  lead ersh ip  
of the w orld, if  we lived  in  a m atriarchy . I 'd  
w ant to  have a c h ild . But I w ouldn 't bring a 
ch ild  into th e  world the  w ay it is  now.

G: Can you ta lk  a l i t t le  about the th in g s 
th a t you like  about y o u rse lf?

F: I like about m yself th a t I'm  more com
fo rtab le  liv ing  now th a t I'm  not trying to  hide 
th e  fact th a t I 'm  a le sb ia n , and I fee l rea l 
good about being  le sb ia n . I think th a t we 
somehow—th a t le sb ia n s  have an in teg rity  
th a t other people d o n 't h a v e . I think th a t 
for some reaso n  w e 're  autonom ous. For 
som e reason  w e 've  b een  ab le — w e've had to 
deprive o u rse lv es  of the  w orld 's  approval in 
o rder to  grow as in d iv id u a ls . And to grow 
in to  our own p e rso n , w e 'v e  had to  deprive 
o u rse lv es  of a se n se  of community rea lly  
w ith  the w orld . W e've done it ju s t on our 
ow n , ind iv id u a lly . I th ink  most le sb ia n s  
h a v e .

G; And th a t 's  som ething you 've go tten  
s tren g th  from?

F: Y eah. I t 's  alm ost th a t w e 've had to  de
prive ou rse lv es  of a se n se  o f community tha t 
we n eed , th a t everybody n e e d s , ju s t b eca u se  
we knew somehow th a t i t  w as wrong, th a t it 
w ould inh ib it our grow th. And I th ink th a t 's

a se lf-a ffirm a tio n .
G: W hat con flic ts  do you have with your

s e lf  now?
F; The co n flic ts  I have with m yself are  not 

going ag a in st every th ing  enough—like a t 
w ork. Like not being strong enough to — 
th a t it  s t i l l  is  hard to be In conflic t w ith  
p eo p le . I s til l  h av en 't gotten  u sed  to  i t .  I 
th ink  I lack  in teg rity  inasm uch as I compro
m ise w ith the w orld . T h a t's  som ething tha t 
I th ink I'm  growing tow ard—being able to 
to ta lly  oppose what I th ink is  wrong w ithout 
being  sca red .

A ctually , to o , I think a com m unistic world, 
not the way communism is p rac ticed — if  w e , 
women could have our own version  of com
m unism , I d o n 't th ink i t  would be a d ic ta 
to r ia l th in g . And th a t 's  going ag ain st cap i
ta lism  a s  far as  work g o es—I should be 
destroy ing  the b u s in e s se s  I work in . I tend 
to  be too  con sc ien tio u s  about doing my work 
r ig h t, w hereas I th in k , b ecause  of my id e a ls , 
w hat I should be doing is  m essing up a t work. 
M essing  up th in g s . B u sin esses  are oppres
s iv e ,  and they  are oppressive  toward women.

G: How do you fee l being a le sb ian  is  re
la te d  to  fem lhlsm ?

F; (laughs) Oh go lly . I th ink lesb ian ism  is 
an  ex p ressio n  of fem inism —th e  two are  so 
in terw oven , I c a n 't  separa te  them  and think 
of them one from the  o th e r. W hat I'm  trying 
to  do now is  th ink  of hetero sexual women as 
being fem in ist. The response  tha t com es im
m ediately  is  th a t th e re 's  som ething funny.
But th en  I know th a t th e y 're  heterosexual 
women—

G: W hat are you coming up w ith w hen you 
th ink of hetero sexual women?

F: I d o n 't know . Their problem seem s to  b e , 
in  a different w a y , as  d ifficu lt as o u r s . If 
th e y  love m en, if  th ey  really  have to  have 
m en, i t  rea lly  seem s like  th ey 'v e  got a whole 
lo t of problem s on th e ir  hands. It alm ost 
seem s to  me e a s ie r  to  be le sb ia n , bu t I know 
i t ' s  no t. We have to  go ag a in st everything 
to  b e . We have to  go ag a in st women who 
d isapprove of u s .  To love them , for goodness 
sak e ! I'm  attem pting to understand how a 
woman can be heterosexual and s t i l l  be a 
fem in is t. T h a t's  w hat bothers me about that 
q u es tio n , b eca u se  I d o n 't know y e t . It seem s 
a natu ra l re su lt of feminism would b e ,  you 
know, le sb ian ism — if  they tru ly  fe lt i t .

G: About how many le sb ian s  do you know?
F: About 150, betw een 150 and  200.
G: You know th a t many peop le?



F; Unhuh. Not w ell.
G: Of your c lo se  fr ie n d s , how many are 

le sb ia n s?
F; About e ig h t.
G: Would you say  th e re 's  any kind of 

sep ara te  community here? Of le sb ia n s ?
F: Fear comes in to  it so much th a t— th e re 's  

a sen se  of community as long as  w e 're  not 
exposed  to  the h e tero sexual w orld . But 
im m ediately upon us being to g e th er in  the 
hetero sexual w orld , fear com es in  there  and 
we lo se  our so lid a rity .

T here 's  a mutual recognition  of eac h  o the r, 
but the  fear is  Just so s trong . I know what 
th ey 're  afraid  o f . . .an d  I alm ost re sp e c t i t .
I th ink I 'v e  got to  destroy  i t .  It c a n 't  b e .
I'm in  sym pathy w ith it  but I c a n ’t  allow  it 
to b e , b ecau se  i t  hurts a ll of u s .

G: Are the bars th e  only p lace  where th e re 's  
a flee ting  sen se  o f com munity?

F: N o, in  hom es. In the privacy  of th e ir  
d ifferen t hom es, th e re 's  a rea l good fee lin g . 
But th ey  w on 't back  me p u b lic ly . None of 
them  w ant anybody e lse  to  know . And I 
re sp ec t th a t,  a s  w e ll, inasm uch as  i t  seem s 
to  me th a t o ther le sb ian s  should  be ab le  to  
decide th em se lv es  when th e y 're  gonna le t 
o ther people know i t .  So we have a code of 
sec recy  th a t I hold to , though I d o n 't ap
prove of i t .  But I feel I would be hurting 
them  if  I d id n 't .  W hen th e y ’re not ready  for 
i t .

G: How many of the  le sb ia n s  you know are 
low er c la s s  and about how many in  th e  o ther 
c la s s e s  ?

F: I would say  3 /4  of the le sb ia n s  I know 
in Birmingham are low er c la s s  and th e  re s t 
are middle c la s s .

G: You put y o u rse lf in  th e  low er c la s s  ?
F: Yeah.
G; W hat groups have you been  involved  in  

th a t you would co n sid er p o li t ic a l?
F: I 'l l  te l l  you about a group we tr ie d  to  

get up— Society  for Individual R igh ts. This 
w as m ostly gay men— in f a c t , I w as th e  
only gay woman th a t w as in  i t .

G: Have you fe lt opp ression  coming from 
gay men?

F; Y es. D efin ite ly .
G: Can you ta lk  a  little  about th a t?
F: I t 's  Just th e  w ay th a t th ey  tr iv ia liz e  

every th ing  I do . And they  expec t me to  do 
every th ing . And, to o , th e  gay m en, like  in 
the b a rs—th e  drag shows and like  th a t— 
they  do frequently  c r itic iz e  women and put 
down women. I t 's  Just a derogatory  th in g .

and th a t  a ffec ts  me all th e  tim e . And they  
say  th e y  re sp e c t me, b eca u se  they  think o f 
me a s  a man! I have to  go ag ain st tha t 
every  tim e th ey  say  i t .

G: Do you th ink  y o u 'll keep  working w ith  
th em ?

F: O h y eah , a s  long as  I 'm  around them . 
W hen th ey  say  th ings like th a t ,  I have to  
go a g a in s t them . And I do the same th ing  
w ith h e te ro sex u a l men. W orking w ith them  
re a lly  m eans opposing th em , inasm uch as 
they  d o n 't have a fem inist c o n sc io u sn e ss .

G: If  there  w ere women doing th ings b e 
s id e s  yourse lf h e re , do you think you 'd  s t i l l  
be w orking w ith  gay men?

F: N o, I w ouldn 't even—W ell, I don 't fool 
w ith th e  gay men too much now. We have a 
sort o f connec tion  Just b eca u se  w e 're  both  
hom osexual, and I can  sym pathize w ith them , 
to  some e x te n t, about th e ir  o p p ressio n . I 
can  sym path ize w ith them  b ecau se  they  are 
o p p ressed  to  th e  ex ten t th a t th e y 're  w om en, 
to  th e  ex ten t th a t th e y 're  fem inine as w ell 
as  m a le .

If 1 had a group of le sb ia n s  who thought the 
way I do , th a t 's  what I w ould be concerned  
w ith . I w ouldn’t  be involved w ith the m en.

G: Can you im agine a t a ll w hat you’ll be 
doing five y ea rs  from now ?

F; I don’t know th a t I ’ll be alive  in  five 
y e a rs .  I d o n 't p lan  th a t fa r ah ead , I go a 
w eek a t a tim e . I hope, in  five y e a rs— oh 
god , I c a n 't  even  th ink  about five years from 
now . I can  only  concen tra te  on w h a t's  hap 
pening now . Does th a t mean w hat would I 
feel would be th e  b e s t th ing  th a t would hap
pen in  five y e a rs?

G: Y eah.
F; I th ink I'm  going to  be a whole lo t— th a t 

I'm  becom ing s tronger. I don’t  know if  I ’l l  
be ab le  to  go ag a in st a s  much as I feel i t ’s 
n e c e ssa ry  to  go a g a in s t, and survive w ith  a 
J o b . . .

G: Do you have som ething sp ec if ic  in  mind 
w hen you say  you may not be a live  five years  
from now?

F: I ’m not a fra id  of d e a t h . . .an d  if  it seem s 
lik e  to  me th a t i t ’s going to  be too  hard for 
me to  keep go ing , I w ill k il l m yself as an  
a c t ,  i t  would b e , of se lf-a ffirm a tio n . Just 
b e c a u se  I th in k  th a t th e  w orld of male pow er 
s tru c tu re  has hurt fem ale ind iv iduals  so  much 
i t ’s alm ost made i t  im possib le  to  live  and 
have a  co n sc ien ce  a t th e  sam e tim e. And 
I ’m not going to  require o f m yself th a t I go 
through more than  I can  s ta n d . I alw ays

have an  ou t, and  su ic id e ’s i t .  I would tak e  
th a t o u t. Just ou t of love of m yself. Not to  
have to  go through a ll I ’m having to  go 
th rough . Not to  have to  fight w ith people 
b e c a u se  of w hat I th ink is  wrong.

G: Have you ever come to  a point where 
you 've  considered  th a t a lre ad y ?

F: S u ic ide?  (q;uietly) Y eah. Every day . 
(sighs) B ecause I alw ays know th a t w hat
ever s itu a tio n  I ’m in , I can get out of it 
and it w on’t  be hard to .  And I don’t  th ink 
th a t d ea th  is  a bad th in g . I think i t 's  Just 
a to ta l lack  of c o n sc io u sn e s s . I d o n 't th ink  
th a t th e re 's  anything a fte r th a t .  All I 'd  have 
to  do is  Just go to  s le e p  and not w ake up 
and th a t would be i t .  I w ouldn 't k il l  m yself

by v io lence a t a l l ,  b ecau se  I d o n 't w ant to  
hurt m yself.

I t ’s so painful for me Just b eca u se  o f th e  
ev il in  the w orld . But I fee l lik e  everybody 
has to  share my c o n sc io u sn ess  before i t  can  
get b e tte r . And th a t ’s hard for me b eca u se  
it m eans th a t I ’ve got to  in flic t p a in . . . th a t  
I have to  co n flic t w ith  them  and I ’ve got to  
say  ’You've got to  change— you 're  not good 
enough the w ay you a r e . ’ O therw ise the  
world is  not going to  be b e tte r , is  not going 
to  be liv ab le . . .fo r us le sb ian s  in  p a rticu la r. 
I th ink  le sb ian s  epitom ize th e  type of prob
lem . I don’t  th ink  i t ’s going to  be any b e t
te r  un less  everybody has the  sam e con
sc io u sn ess  th a t I have.

The Sp inners—1954— Leonor Fini 
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W hat You Can D o
AMAZON QUARTERLY NEEDS MORE THAN YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

The tre e s  AMAZON QUARTERLY is  p rin ted  on are now 
coming from Canada— th e  c h ea p es t source  s in ce  the  
U. S.  is  running out of t r e e s .  And s t i l l  the  co s t of 
paper has alm ost doubled since  our la s t  i s s u e . If 
we can  ra is e  $400 ex tra  per i s s u e ,  we can  prin t A .Q .
on recy c led  paper---- It co s ts  th a t much more b eca u se
"the p ro c e s se s  h av en 't been  refined  y e t . " ---- i . e .  i t ’s
s til l  ch ea p e r to  log our tre e s  th an  to  "refine" th e  re 
cycling  p ro c e s s . O bviously  we m ust ev en tua lly  
change th i s .  But for now , can anyone help us save  
C an ad a 's  t r e e s ?

To Help M iss Q.
TO STAY ALIVE AND HEALTHY.

WAYS THAT YOU CAN HELP FINANCIALLY:

------ Xhe m ost im m ediate need  is  for su b s is te n c e  w ages to  women who do envelope
stu ffin g , ty p in g , and o ther "drudgery" for A .Q .
------ Payment to  women w hose w riting  and artwork we u se  in  AMAZON QUARTERLY—
W e’d like  to  b eg in  a t le a s t  tok en  paym ent for m ateria l we p rin t.
------ An IBM Tyiiew riter—w e’ll  sav e  money if  we can  buy a typew riter (for $500)
ra ther th an  continue to  ren t o n e .
------ Postage ra te s  are ris in g  s te a d ily —if some of you can o ffse t th o se  co s ts  w e’ll
be ab le  to  avoid a corresponding r is e  in  A . Q . ' s  p rice .

Mark your donation  for th e  area th a t m atters m ost to  you:
WORKERS,
AUTHORS,
TYPEWRITER,
POSTAGE,
TREES,
or c rea te  your own ca teg o ry . This i s  one way you can  in fluence our p rio ritie s .

FOR LARGE DONATIONS, WRITE TO US IN ADVANCE— WE CAN 
ARRANGE FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO BE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP THAT DON’T INVOLVE MONEY:

------ If  you liv e  in  the  Bay Area we welcom e your help  w ith d is tribu tion  and office
w ork .

------ If you liv e  in  the  Bay Area AND you are an acc o u n tan t, we need your ta le n ts
d e sp e ra te ly .

------ If you have a c c e s s  to  an IBM S e lec tric  you can  arrange w ith  us to  type and
proofread copy for A .Q .

------If you are a lawyer—we need help making a second attempt for tax-exempt
non-profit s ta tu s  for AMAZON QUARTERLY. Our f irs t app lica tio n  was denied b e 
cau se  our read e rsh ip  is  not "the public" as defined  by the I . R . S .

------ You can  in troduce your lo ca l lib ra ries  and booksto res to  AMAZON QUARTERLY
—or dev ise  your own w ays to  le t  people know of u s .

------ And e s p e c ia l ly ,  we need your s to r ie s , p ic tu re s , id e a s , a r t ic le s ,  photographs,
and v is io n s , so  th a t AMAZON QUARTERLY can continue to  explore the  r ic h e s t pos
s ib il i t ie s  before us as w om en-loving-w om en.



L: W hen you w ere a ch ild  did you feel that 
you w ere d ifferen t from the people around you ?

S: Y eah , but in  a p o s itiv e  w ay .
L: How did you fee l you were d ifferen t?
S: I fe lt more in te ll ig e n t. I'm  sure I d id h 't 

define i t  as 'to g e th e r ' bu t I fe lt rea lly  to g e th 
e r and good as  a  k id . People seem ed to  be 
s trange  and I seem ed to  be th e  norm.

L: Do you remember how old you were when 
you f irs t  fe lt d ifferen t ?

S: I alw ays d id .
L: Looking back  on i t , do you s t i l l  th ink th a t 

you w ere d ifferen t ?
S: Y eah.
L: How about now ?
S: Now I feel even  more a p a rt. I'm  an ego

m an iac , I g u e s s .  I s e e  m yself a s  the nucleus 
and everyone e ls e  on th e  periphery . No one 
e ls e  seem s like  me.

• • •
L; Moving on to  a d ifferen t a re a — Can you 

th ink of any ev en ts  or c ircu m stan ces  th a t 
w ere im portant to  your becom ing a le sb ia n ?

S: W ell, as a te e n a g e r , fe llow s were so 
o n e -tra c k  and o n e -d im en s io n a l. They d id n 't 
seem  to  be in te re s te d  in  the p e rso n -m e , as 
women w ere . They w ere in te re s te d  in  the  
se x u a l-m e , so unfortunately  I d iv ided m yself 
ou t to  th e  people who w ere in te re s te d  in  the

personal me and th e  sexual m e.
L: Do you rem em ber when you w ere f irs t 

a ttrac ted  to  g irls  in  a sex u a l w ay?
S: W ell, for sure w hen I w as f if te en .
L: W hat w as your re a c tio n ?
S: I was such  a ch icken  s h it th a t we alw ays 

did minimal th in g s . W e'd n eck  and  s tro k e .
I d id n 't know how to  take i t  p a s t  th a t ,  and 
th e  two g irls  I ca red  about in  high schoo l 
d id n 't know how to  tak e  it p a s t  th a t .  I t w as 
rea lly  lack  of im agination  here or som eth ing . 
Or being hemmed in  by co n ven tion .

L: Did you re a liz e  th a t th is  w as le sb ia n 
i s m?

S: Y es.
L: How did you fe e l about th a t?
S i For me it  fe lt f in e . It seem ed okay  e x 

cep t I could never find—my friends would 
never go along w ith  what I w as in te re s te d  
in . So I w as a lw ays throw n som eplace e ls e

I’d be a fool to pursue h e te ro 
sexuality  in the face of 39 
years of experience to the 
contrary .

w ith  what w as s tir re d  up by th e  w om en. I 
w as thrown to  th e  men and boys for the  s e x , 
ju s t  b ecau se  the g ir ls  w ou ldn 't and I d id n 't  
know how to  pursue i t .

L: Did you fee l g u ilty  a t a l l  a t th e  tim e ?
S: No. I rea lly  d o n 't think I d id . How can  

I fee l g u ilty , w hen n o th in g 's  h appen ing?
L: Just for your d e s ire ?
S: No.
L: Are you g lad  y o u 're  a le sb ia n ?
S; You know I am! I 'v e  had  noth ing  but 

negative ex p e rien ces  with men and nothing 
but p ositive  ex p erien ces  w ith  w om en. I 'd  
be a fool to  con tinue to  pu rsue h e te ro se x u 
a lity  in  the  face  o f th ir ty -n in e  y ea rs  of ex 
perience to  th e  co n tra ry .

L: When you f irs t d isco v ered  th a t you liked  
g i r l s , back in your teen ag e  y e a r s , w as your 
f irs t im pulse to  model y o u rse lf  a f te r  boys ?

S: No.
L: Did you fee l th a t you w anted  to  be a  boy?
S: No. I did w hen I w as a k id , bu t I ha te  

to  s ta te  th a t ,  b e c a u se  it d id n 't  mean I 
w anted to  be a bo y , i t  meant th a t I w anted  
to  continue w ith  a l l  th e  freedom  I h ad . As a

l i t t le  g ir l , I w as th e  only ch ild  for a long 
tim e , and I d id n 't hear too  much about g e t
tin g  married and w earing d re s s e s  and s tu ff.
I clim bed tre e s  and— it w a sn 't un til 1 got 
o ld e r, not so  much my fam ily , but a t school 
— y ou 're  su pposed  to  be a g irl th e n . I re se n t
ed th e  c lo th in g , I re sen te d — you co u ld n 't go 
out a t night b e c a u se  of w hat might happen . I 
re sen te d  th e  re s tr ic tio n s .

L; Do you fee l g en e ra lly , or in  any o f your
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re la tin g  to  w om en, th a t you 've  been  more m as
cu lin e  o r more fem inine ?

S: Humm, th a t 's  loaded— m ostly I fee l fem
in in e , a s  I define  i t .  As so c ie ty  d efin es  i t ,
I fee l fem inine to o , I su p p o se , but th en  I d o n 't 
w ant to  give th e  connotation  o f p a s s iv e . I'm  
rea lly  not th a t much of a fem m e, but I 'm  rea lly  
not th a t much o f a b u tc h , e i th e r . I'm  ju s t me.

L: In  your p resen t re la tio n sh ip  do you feel 
th a t th e re 's  any d ifference betw een  you in 
a g g re s s iv e n e s s ,  o r any of th e  g enera lly

thought of m asculine q u a litie s?
S: In a g g re s s iv e n e ss , no . As I w as say ing  

I seem  to  be stuck  w ith household  chores a lo t. 
But d esp ite  ap p ea ran ces , n o . She d o e sn 't 
ra ilroad  me and I d o n 't ra ilroad  h er. W e're 
ac tu a lly  pretty  eq u a l.

L: About how many women have you been 
lovers w ith?

S; G en ita l lo v e rs , tw o .
L: Could you compare th e  tw o—w hat changes 

do you see  as  a pattern  developing in  the kind 
of sex u a l o r em otional re la tio n sh ip  you 've 
had betw een  the  tw o women?

S: The p resen t re la tio n sh ip  is  much le s s  
sa tis fac to ry  em otionally , but 1000 percent 
more sa tisfac to ry  sex u a lly . W hat e l s e ?

L; Could you go in to  why i t 's  not sa tisfy in g  
em otionally?

S; I t 's  not th a t i t 's  no t, but we d o n 't have 
e igh teen  y ears  of c lo s e n e s s .  I t 's  developing 
but i t  h a s n 't  developed . Lack of tim e , and 
th e re 's  a b ig  d ifference in  th e  two p e rso n a li
t i e s .

L: Do you have any thoughts about why th is  
re la tio n sh ip  is  b e tte r  sex u a lly ?

S: I have defin ite  inform ation as to  why it is  
b ecau se  M artha w as ab so lu te ly  unable to  lay  
a hand on me. It w as a ll me tow ards her. My 
orgasm s were ju s t ou t of sh ee r—eig h t hours 
spen t making love to  her, so I came ju s t out 
of te n s io n . She never la id  a hand on me.
She could no t.

L: Why ?
S: W hy? I don 't know w hy. As I s a y , I 

th ink b ecau se  s h e 's  a s tra ig h t woman.
There w as alw ays in itia l re luc tan ce  to  make 
lo v e , and then  w e 'd  get s ta r te d , and con tin 
ue on for hou rs, rea lly  a t s n a i l 's  p a c e , me 
breaking down her re lu c ta n c e , but never— 
never did she re c ip ro c a te . She had an or
gasm w ith me o n ce , the f irs t tim e, and th a t 's  
a l l .  God! I don 't know w hy, but she ju s t 
could not a fte r th a t .  She w as su p er-g u ilty  
about the whole th in g , and had a b ig  cry .
It w as a ll rea lly  h a ir- te a r in g .

L: But s t i l l  the  em otional nature of i t  w as 
very In te n s e .

S: O h, y eah .
L: Could you te l l  me some of the  w ays th a t 

you see  your p resen t re la tio n sh ip  being 
rea lly  good for bo th  of you?

S: W ell, i t 's  a help  f in an c ia lly . On the  
b a s is  of my v as t ex p e rien ce , i t 's  good 
sex u a lly — no , i t  i s  good se x u a lly , b eca u se  
I have no co m p la in ts , and I c a n 't  th ink  of



any Improvem ents we could m ake. I rea lly  
ap p rec ia te  her dependab ility  and s ta b ili ty , 
and her in te llig en ce  and her v e r s a t i l i ty . . .

L: Has your re la tio n sh ip  been  m onogam ous?
S: Yeah.
L: Do you th ink  i t ' l l  continue to  be th a t 

w ay?
S: W ell, i t 's  required  to  be th a t w ay.
L: By whom?
S: By her.
L: And w h a t's  your fee lin g ?
S: I'm  sp lit  on i t .  My fee lings are th a t i t 's  

probably for the  b e s t .  In te lle c tu a lly , I 
th ink  i t 's  a bunch of s h i t .  A ctually though , 
s h e 's  gone to  bed  w ith  somebody e ls e  during 
our re la tio n sh ip . It w as p rac tica lly  a t  my 
in s is te n c e , th a t s h e 's  s t i l l  hung up on th is  
la s t  woman th a t she w as liv ing  w ith . I got 
kind of w eary o f hearing about her. I did 
p rac tica lly  require her to  go screw  h er, 
p le a s e , and e ith e r  go back to  her or l e t 's  
quit hearing about h e r . So she  did go over 
and do her dutifu l screw  and cam e b ack .

L: How many men have you had sex u a l re 
la tio n sh ip s  w ith?

S: S ix .
L: Do you th ink  y o u 'll have sex u a l re la tio n 

sh ip s  w ith men in  the fu tu re?
S: No!
L: Could you te l l  me how you feel about 

m en 's b o d ies?
S; O kay. W henever I ta lk  to  s tra ig h t women 

I try  to  go in to  d e ta il about how I fee l about 
m en. Their bod ies do not rep e l me. Their 
g en ita l area  does not repel me to  look a t ,  
to u c h , sm ell, t a s t e .  I had , for some probably 
s ick  re a so n , 100 percen t orgasm  w ith every
body I 'v e  ever been  w ith . And I a lw ays w ant 
to  keep  say ing  th a t ,  b eca u se  i t 's  not th a t I 
couldn^t make i t  w ith  a m an. Their b o d ies are 
perfectly  f in e . I t 's  ju s t  th e ir  heads th a t  are 
fucked!

L: W hat would you say  for you are th e  main 
d ifferences betw een  having a man as a lover 
and a woman as  a lo v e r?

S: The th ing  I love b e s t about having a 
woman as a lover is  th a t I p a r tic ip a te , I'm  
not being done to  accord ing  to  somebody 
e l s e 's  n e e d s . I'm  part of th e  a c tio n .

L: Can you th ink  of any draw backs th a t 
would be p resen t in  a re la tio n sh ip  w ith  a 
woman ?

S: A sex u a l re la tio n sh ip ?  W ell, I thought I 
might m iss—one o f th e  th in g s th a t made me 
afraid  about a woman w as I d id n 't p a rticu la rly

like  m anual stim ulation . I w as rea lly  not 
much of a m asturbator. And I d idn 't rea lly  
like o ra l, e i th e r . S o l  thought 'J e su s ,  what 
am I gonna do w ith a w om an?' I w as afraid 
I w as gonna m iss the  pen is  b ecau se  th a t w as 
the way I liked  to  come b e s t .  But— w hat w as 
the q u es tio n ?

L: D rawbacks to  a sex u a l—
S; There w eren 't any!

As it turned out, 
a w om an’s hand is nice.
It’S just a man’s hand 
that’s a bore.

And a w om an's mouth is  n ic e , 
but a m a n 's— i t 's  dumb, igno ran t. I don 't see  
any draw backs rea lly . I thought I w ould, but 
I d id n 't .

• • •
L: Could you te l l  me the  primary facto rs 

lead ing  to  your divorce ?
S; The In ab ility  to  continue to  lead  a double 

l ife . To love a woman and to  have to  go 
through th e  m otions w ith th is  man th a t I w as 
whoring w ith .

L: That w as the  primary reason  th e n ?
S: Y eah. I ju s t cou ldn 't ta k e  the s p lit  in  me 

anym ore.
L: Do you th ink th a t th e re  are any problems 

you 're having w ith your ch ild ren  sp ec if ica lly  
b ecau se  y ou 're  a le sb ia n ?

S: The sev en -y ea r-o ld  d o e sn 't  know any
th in g . The o lder ones know  and it d o esn 't 
seem  to  be any problem fo r them a t a l l .

L: Are th e y  having any problem s ou ts ide  the  
home th a t re la te  to  you being  a le sb ian ?

S; I d o n 't th ink th e y 're  having any problems 
ou ts id e  th e  home. Period .

L: W ould you want your daughter to  be a 
le sb ia n ?

S: I w ould hope.
L: About your so n s— do you have any fee l

ing about w hether you 'd  lik e  them to  be 
hom osexual or no t?

S; T h a t 's  kind of a d ifferen t th in g , b ecause  
I would love to  see  a ll women turn to  each  
o th e r. I w ould hate for my sons to  burden 
any of th e se  women w ith th e m se lv e s . But 
th en  I love my b o y s , and I think re la tio n sh ip s  
betw een tw o men are g enera lly  p re tty  sh itty . 
So I ju s t  d o n 't know w here th ey 're  going to

go for a good re la tio n sh ip . T hey 'll have to 
work th a t ou t th e m se lv es .

L: Could you te l l  me about the  le g a l prob
lem s you had  w ith your ch ild ren  around the 
divorce ?

S: They w ere ju s t th re a ts ,  re a lly . As long 
a s  I obey ed , I d id n 't re a lly  have any prob
lem s .

L: Did he bring out in  th e  tr ia l  th a t you 're 
a le sb ia n ?

S: W hat he did w as he dec ided  th e  grounds 
for the d iv o rc e , w hat I w ould g e t , ch ild  c u s
tody—th e  whole th in g . He and h is law yer 
drew it  u p . If I show ed up a t the  hearing  to  
o b jec t in  any  w ay, th e n  h is  law yer w as ju s t 
going to  throw  it to  th e  judge and I w ouldn 't 
even  get so  much as  the  crumbs he threw  at 
me to  beg in  w ith . I had th ree  a t to rn e y s , and 
th ey  a ll  s a id  'You d o n 't have a chance in 
th is  s ta t e ,  so my ad v ice  to  you is  to  worm 
out of him a s  much as  you can and keep shut 
about i t . '

L; So th e  final d ec is io n  w as your custody 
of two ch ild ren ?

S: W e ll , the  o lder tw o boys could  make a 
choice and  they  ch o se  n e ith e r . D eborah 
could make a cho ice  and she  chose  me. Joe 
had no cho ice  and if  I o b je c te d , w e ll , not 
only w as he going to  throw  stu ff up in  court 
— he w ent around th e  la s t  w eek I liv ed  there 
w ith  h is gun on h is h ip , and  Joe and Deborah 
both heard  him c lick  th e  hammer b ack  one 
drunken n ig h t, and righ t in  the middle of t h i s , 
w ith  th is  shotgun a t my h ead , a ll cocked , 
Bev c a lle d !  (laughs) And he knew  w hat was 
going on  betw een u s .

L; This w as to  prevent you from tak ing  the 
ch ild ren ?

S: Joe (se v e n -y e a r-o ld ) .
« • •

L: C ould you d esc rib e  b a s ic a lly  w hat you 
like  about y o u rse lf now ?

S: I lik e  more th in g s  about m yself now—

Now I’m the person I was 
before I got em broiled in 
th is m arriage.

I d o h 't know
what I l ik e ,  I ju s t  lik e  m e. I'm  rea lly  p leased  
w ith me and I c a n 't  th in k  of any major changes 
I w ant to  make in  me— I ju s t  w ant to  grow.

L: Do you th ink  th a t s in ce  you 've becom e a 
le sb ia n  th a t th is  has ca ta ly zed  o ther changes 
in  you?

S: W e ll, w hen I w as married I co u ldn 't 
ch an g e . I co u ld n 't grow , I co u ld n 't even 
know for sure who I w a s . Not u n til I le ft him , 
u n til I becam e m ine. And part of being  my own 
person  has to  do w ith caring  for wom en.

L: How do you fee l th a t being a le sb ian  is  
re la te d  to  fem inism ?

S: I d o n 't se e  how you can  be a fem in ist 
w ithout being a  le sb ia n . You can be a fem i
n is t and be a ce lib a te  if  you have minimal 
sex u a l d riv e . But I d o n 't see  how you can 
love women and  put a p h y sica l w all betw een  
you and women you lo v e . T h a t 's— I could 
say  's ic k ' bu t— w ell, i t  seem s to  b e .  You're 
a ffec tionate  p h y sica lly  w ith  your ch ild ren , 
and I th ink  we should be a ffec tio n a te  ph y si
c a lly  w ith ea c h  o th e r.

L: If  you had support from women around y o u , 
w hat kinds of p o litic a l ac tio n  w ould you th ink  
of do ing?
S: I th ink  one big  th ing  w e 've  got to  do , and 
right now, is  ad v ertise  th e  fact th a t w e 're  
not h e te ro se x u a l, and th a t we are perfec tly  
normal p e o p le . And in  fac t a t le a s t  the  l e s 
b ian s  I know are head  and shoulders above 
th e  s tra igh t women I know . I have really  
known a lot of s tra ig h t women. So le t 's  ad 
v e r tise  the fac t and l e t 's —I d o n 't know— quit 
ea tin g  sh it ,  I g u e s s .  S ee , here I am . I d o n 't 
d o n 't know w hat I want to  do . I d o n 't know 
w hat I'm  supposed  to  d o . One th in g  th a t I 
w ould like to  d o , w hich seem s to  have been  
done in Birm ingham, is  get a rre s te d —i t 's  
one to  tw enty  in  th is  s ta te  for o ra l se x .
W ith any kind of lega l support I would tu rn  
m yself in . And I'm  sure we would lo se  and 
I would spend some tim e in  ja i l ,  bu t I th ink  
ev en tua lly— even tually  w e 'd  w in .

L: If  you had th ree w ishes  and th ey  w ere 
sure to  come t r u e , w hat would th e y  be ?

S; I'm  so— fo o lish , m aybe, bu t I really  
th ink  tha t if  I made one w ish  and i t  came 
tru e , and th a t w ish  w as for a fem in ist w orld , 
w here a ll th e  th ings th a t women are in s id e  
w ere dominant in  th e  w orld , m ost of th e  prob
lem s would be so lv ed . I w ou ldn 't even  need  
the o ther tw o w ish e s .



A R O U N D  T H E

7  IL Æ
During June , July and August G ina and I met 

sev era l hundred o f our readers on a tw elve 
thousand  mile Journey around th e  co n tin en t. 
W hat I learned  Is  m any-layered  and com plex, 
bu t I'm going to try  to  w rite out some overall 
im p re ss io n s .

The purpose of our tr ip  w as to  exam ine the 
myths about le sb ia n s  (both th o se  held  by the 
stra igh t world and th e  ones we hold about our
se lv es) and to  find th e  rea lity  o f le sb ia n  na
tio n  in  1973 in  th e  U . S .  and C an ad a . My in i
t i a l  m otivation for a ll of th is  cam e from my an
ger w hile reading Arno K arlen 's ch ap te rs  on 
le sb ian ism  in  S exuality  and H om osexuality . 
th e  current b e s ts e l le r ,  and from read ing  Char
lo tte  W olff's  Love Between W om en. It seem ed 
to  me th a t the contem porary lite ra tu re  on le s 
b ianism  w as no c lo se r  to  the tru th  of th e  le s 
b ian  experience th an  it  had b een  30 years  e a r
lie r  when the Kinsey report w as p u b lish ed . .
. .and  in  many w a y s , th e  Kinsey report is  
s t i l l  a s te p  ah ead . O f co u rse , th e re  are L es
b ian  Woman and Sappho W as a R ight-O n Wo- 
man, but nothing app ro ach in g  a c ro s s -c u ltu ra l 
u p - to -d a te  book on le sb ia n s  h a s  appeared  in 
th is  country . Both of th e se  books tended  to

WREIL
dwell on a p articu la r sm all geographic area  
and a p a rticu la r  c lan  of le s b ia n s .  All of th e  
lite ra tu re  has had th is  shortcom ing . There 
are s tu d ie s  o f bar le sb ia n s  in  C hicago 15 years 
ago, s tu d ie s  of le sb ia n s  in  p riso n  and m ental
in s ti tu tio n s ,  le sb ia n s  as  p ro s ti tu te s , e t c . ----
but never a look a t LESBIANS AS A PEOPLE.

And in  add ition  to  in v e s tig a tin g  th e  very dam
aging and ill-in fo rm ed  m ythology o f the s e x  re 
sea rch e rs  and sh r in k s , I su sp e c te d  that we 
had a l i t t le  debunking to  do of our own myths 
about the  le sb ia n  e x p e rie n c e . Too many peo
ple to  my w ay of th ink ing  were sw allow ing Jill 
Johnston hook line  and s in k e r , sta ring  off into 
the go lden  age of the m atriarchy  and  Lesbian 
N ation w ithout the  s lig h te s t  idea  o f where we 
are now. It w as ce rta in ly  t im e , I th o u g h t, for 
someone to  find out th e  r e a l i t ie s  beyond o n e 's  
own p a rtic u la r  c i ty , age g roup , socioeconom ic 
c la s s ,  p o litic a l p e rsu a s io n , e tc .

My m ost genera l im pression  from the hun
dreds of le sb ia n s  we met is  of am azing d i
v e rs ity . The women who inv ited  us to s ta y  
w ith them  ranged  from 21 to  62 y e a rs  o ld , 
from w elfare  m others to  m ill io n a ire s , from 
p o litic a lly  co nservative  to  rev o lu tio n a rie s .

from conven tionally  re lig io u s to  women im
m ersed in  th e  G reat G o d d ess , from women 
who have ju s t  dec ided  th a t th ey  are le sb ia n s  
to  women who th ink  they  alw ays have b e e n , 
and from women who are m arried to  women 
who w ould ju s t a s  soon k ill a man as loc^ 
a t him . S o , above a l l ,  my im pression  w as 
of d iv e rs ity .

There w ere many areas  of defin ite  ag ree
ment though  — room here for only a c o u p le , 
but w e 'l l  go in to  th is  more in  future i s s u e s . 
(See th e  s ta t is t ic a l  a n a ly s is  on p . 30 .) Of 
a ll  the women we m et, on ly  tw o couples 
w ere se rio u s ly  in to  ro lep lay in g . R esearch ers , 
sh r in k s , ta k e  n o te ! Odd as it s e e m s , th a t 
is  s t i l l  th e  predom inant them e in  th e  p sycho
lo g ica l so c io lo g ica l lite ra tu re  and in  the  
vacuous public m ind. The women we met 
d id  not w ant to  be  m en, to  look like m en, 
a c t like  them , o r to  in  any  w ay trea t ano ther 
woman a s  a man w ould.

And an o th er blow  to  th e  mythology: None 
of the  women we ta lk ed  w ith and in terv iew ed  
regret th a t  they  a re  le s b ia n s .  The re sp o n se  
w as overw helm ing to  our question  of how do 
you fee l about be ing  a le s b ia n . "I love i t . " 
"I'm  more me th a n  I e v e r  w a s . " "I fee l so r
ry for a l l  th e  women who h a v e n 't rea lized  
th e ir  own p o ten tia l love for w om en." D esp ite  
having to  s trugg le ag a in s t u n iv e rsa l approba
tio n , th e  church in  many in s ta n c e s ,  th re a ts  
o f lo s in g  jobs and  ch ild ren  and fr ie n d s , 
WOMEN ARE GLAD THEY ARE LESBIANS.

And b o th  Gina and I w ere am azed by the  
p revalence  of s trong  fem in ist c o n sc io u sn e ss . 
Even in  very Iso la ted  ru ral a rea s  women are 
finding th e  lite ra tu re  and  eac h  o th e r . . .an d  
from th e re  they  are going on to  ac t on th e ir  
b e l ie f s . Many women who have every th ing  
to  lo se  are  coming out o f  the  c lo s e t , s ta rtin g  
rap g ro u p s , s e ttin g  up lin e s  o f com m unication 
to  help o th e r s is te r s  ou t o f iso la tio n . Many 
more women th a n  we ex p ec ted  are open about 
th e ir  love for women — w ith th e ir  ch ild ren , 
th e ir  ow n paren ts  , th e ir  em ployers, and 
and th e ir  fr ien d s . The women who are not 
there  y e t are w eighing th e ir  sch izophren ia  
very care fu lly  a g a in s t th e ir  su rv iv a l. And 
alm ost a l l  of them  see  it  a s  a m atter o f tim e— 
ju s t a m atter of tim e— before they  w ill c lo se  
th e  c lo s e t  door so ftly  behind  them .

One o f  my s tro n g es t im p ressio n s is  of th e  
p revalence  of w hat I ' l l  c a ll ALCHEMY — the 
ab ility  we saw  in  so many women to  change 
th e  n eg a tiv e  in to  the  p o s itiv e —to  ta k e  th e

pain  and sorrow and o th e rs ' h o s tility  and to  
turn i t  in to  growth and change arid in c reased  
c o n sc io u sn e ss . I th ink  a ll of th e  In terview s 
we have prin ted  in  th is  is su e  are clearly  the  
s to rie s  of women who have had to  struggle : 
a woman in  ja i l  for five y e a rs , a woman who 
lo s t bo th  her mother and her lover a few days 
before C h ris tm as, a woman who w as one of 
eight w elfare ch ild ren  struggling  up out of 
heroin  ad d ic tio n , a woman who w as married 
to  a man she co u ld n 't stand  for tw enty y ears  
b eca u se  she  w as fenced  in  by her relig ion— 
th e ir  s to rie s  speak  for th e m se lv e s . The 
beau ty  of th e  women we met is  not tha t they  
have alw ays been happy, h ea lth y , strong 
w om en, but th a t th a t is  w hat th ey  are b e 
com ing. It seem s like  a ll  th is  t r i a l ,  pain  
and suffering  produces a heartie r breed in  
the end— a woman who can  meet each  s tru g 
gle a s  a cha llen g e— one more w ay she can  
grow.

But what w as i t  rea lly  lik e?  you say . Tra
ve lling  for th ree  m onths, m eeting new people 
every  day , seeing  th e  whole co n tin en t. Ex
c itin g ! E xhilarating! The adventure of a 
l ife tim e ! Y e s , y e s , and s ti l l  i t  w as th e  har
d e s t th ing e ith e r of us have ever done. We 
were frigh tened , an x io u s, te n se  about a ll 
th a t driving and a c a r  th a t ju s t kep t breaking 
down— and the exposure to  sudden  death  for 
th ree  whole m onths. We wore out som etim es 
and ju s t  thought we could not m eet another 
new person  and have to  go through the sam e 
ex ac t opening conversa tion  ag a in . We tr ied  
hard to  find w ays to  cut through th e  b u llsh it, 
to  g e t beyond the  kind o f tr iv ia  th a t s trangers  
exchange w ith  eac h  o th e r. Sometimes it 
w orked and som etim es it  d id n 't .  On the 
w hole though , we were am azed by the tru s t 
and warmth shown u s .  Im agine over two 
hundred women inv iting  us into th e ir  hom es, 
sharing  th e ir  liv es  w ith u s—ev en  allow ing 
us to  tape  th e ir  life  s to r ie s— and th e y 'd  
never la id  eyes on us befo re . The tape  re 
corder seem ed to  be the very b e s t  c a ta ly s t 
of good conversa tion  th a t we d isco v ered .
For some reaso n  women sim ply w ere not 
paranoid  of having th e ir  s to rie s  recorded . 
They seem ed to  becom e more c o n sc io u s , to  
th ink  ca re fu lly , and to  d isco v er connections 
as th ey  ta lk e d . We laughed w ith  them as 
th e y  remembered Inc id en ts  in  th e ir  liv es  for 
the f irs t t im e , and very often  we cried w ith 
them  as they  w ent through the pains once a -  
g a ln . We brought back 52 hour to  two hour



t a p e s . And we th in k  the ta p es  alone are 
worth all i t  took to  make th is  journey . We 
have prin ted  five o f them com plete in  th is  
is s u e  and more w ill appear in  future is s u e s .

I w ant to  ta lk  for ju s t a b it about th e  nega
tive  th ings we d is c o v e re d .. .and I hope to  do 
it in  such  a way th a t  the negative energy can 
be alchem ized  in to  p o s itiv e .

Once again  th is  m atter of DISTINCTIONS.
I w ant to  point out th a t I th ink  there  are very 
rea l d ifferences betw een women w hich we 
must continue to  openly confront and to  work 
o n , but none serious  enough for us to  forget 
our primary so lid a rity  as women. On th is  
tr ip  I saw  th e  marks and fe lt the pa in  of two 
d is tin c tio n s  in  p articu la r which are Just the  
kind of ammunition men need to Insure a 
speedy  end to  th is  new w ave of uppity  women. 
O ne, of co u rse , is  c la s s  . which I have 
ta lk ed  about before (see "D istin c tio n s , The 
C ircle Game" in  PQ , is su e  2). The irony of 
th is  p a rticu la r d is tin c tio n  is  tha t th e  women 
we met who are m ost vocal in  defense of 
th is  as an irreconcilab le  s p lit  tended to  be 
middle c la s s  women who are now identify ing  
w ith low er c la ss  women. Y es, the re  are 
working c la s s  women who are  seriously  con
cerned  about th e  w ays middle c la ss  women 
do not re la te  to  th e ir  n e e d s , are b lind  to  
th e ir  cu ltu ra l d iffe re n ces , e t c .—b u t, my 
overa ll im pression  is  th a t th e  most negative 
energy is  coming from nouveau low er c la ss  
women (middle c la s s  dropouts) who are en 
gaged in  a som ew hat mythic process of ex 
p ia ting  th e ir  g u ilt. The c la s s  problem was 
th e  m ost predom inant is su e  we found as we 
trav e led  from city  to  city  ta lk ing  to  women, 
v is itin g  w om en's c e n te rs , e t c .  We want to  
devote a future is s u e  to  th is  subject and we 
w elcom e care fu lly  thought ou t and docum ented 
a r tic le s  on c l a s s . The problem can  not be 
ignored , sm oothed o u t, o r hidden. But it 
can  be d isc u sse d  and dealt with and even
tu a lly  surm ounted, I th ink .

The second  d is tin c tio n  i s ,  odd a s  i t  sounds, 
th a t o f n a tio n a lism . This one makes me 
angry and hurts me to  the b o n e . G ina and I 
had been  in  Toronto approxim ately four hours 
when we found o u rse lv es  th e  ta rge t o f in ten se  
an ti-A m ericanism . Y es, th e  U .S . is  a fa s 
c i s t ,  w arring , im p e ria lis t, and in  many ways 
ugly cu ltu re , but WE ARE NOT TRICIA NIXON I 
D esp ite  my most arden t p le a s  for th e  so lid a r
ity  of women w hich ex tends acro ss  man-made 
na tional boundaries there  w ere women who 
could only  speak  o f the  C anadian id e n tity .

the im p o ss ib ility  of any American u nderstan 
ding th e  C anadian ex p e rien ce , e tc .  A wo
m en’s paper in  C anada even re fu ses  to  a cc ep t 
any a r tic le s  w ritten  by American women.

I m ust say  th a t  I th ink  many Americans might 
behave in  su ch  a way as  to  ju s tif ia b ly  bring 
a ll  th is  down on  th e ir  h ead s— b u t, I must 
po int out th a t G ina and I had not sa id  one 
word before th e  a tta c k s  b eg an . No chauvin
is t i c  a d v ic e -g iv in g , none of the  " le t me te l l  
you how we do i t  in  th e  s ta te s "  kind of th in g . 
We le ft th is  m eeting in  te a r s .  I th ink  it w as 
th e  low point o f th e  whole trip  for m e. . .th e  
point a t which I re a lly  began  to  question  th e  
p o ss ib ility  of s is te rh o o d . Ten women had s a t 
in  a room a ttack in g  us and only  one had come 
to  our re sc u e . And ag a in , th e  irony w as th a t 
the m ost v itr io lic  a tta c k s  w ere coming from 
new ly em m lgrated A m ericans. The one woman 
who p leaded  a g a in s t th e  d iv is iv e n e ss  of na
tio n a lism  w as one of th e  few native bom  C a
n ad ians in the m eeting .

Even th a t ex p erien ce  had i ts  good s ide  though. 
As we w alked along  th e  s tre e ts  of T oronto , the 
tw o o f us snuffling  and hugging and try ing  to  
rem em ber san e r d a y s , a ll the tim es rushed  
through my head  when I have crea ted  hatefu l 
d is tin c tio n s  and  ag reed  to  re je c tin g  people b e 
ca u se  they  did not fit in to  th is  or th a t ca tego ry . 
This se t me to  q u estion ing  a l l  of my d is tin c 
tio n s — a ll the w ay down to  th a t  final one— can 
I in  co n sc ien ce  re je c t a ll m en? Can I re je c t 
s tra ig h t women? Can I re je c t a tran sex u a l who 
a ll h is  life  has w ished  he could  be a woman? 
Can I rea lly  re je c t anyone, know ing th e  pa in  
and th e  c raz in ess  I fe lt from th a t re je c tio n ?

N ext day we met a w onderful woman in  Tor
onto who alm ost in s ta n tly  re s to red  our fa ith .
She knew  the women in  q u e s tio n , and y e s ,  th is  
w as ju s t  part o f a la rg e r  p a tte rn  w ith  them  of 
c rea tin g  a b it o f se lf-im p o rtan ce  a t som eone 
e l s e 's  ex p e n se . We do not ta k e  th a t ex p eri
ence  to  be rep re sen ta tiv e  of th e  fee lin g s  o f 
C anad ian  women a t a l l ,  but once again  th is  
looks to  me lik e  ju s t th e  kind of d is tin c tio n  
w h ich , if  a llow ed to  grow , can  do im m easur
ab le  damage to  w om en.

C anadian  w om en, we want to  reach  out a -  
c ro ss  th is  m an-m ade w a s te la n d . If you w e l
comed th e  d ra f t-d o d g e rs , the w a r - r e s is te r s , 
a s  some of you d id , ce rta in ly  you must know 
th a t women are e x ile s  too  in  th is  a lien  cu ltu re , 
and th a t we w ill change it w hen we can , . , 
but we need your suppo rt, your id e as  , and 
your lo v e .

Shortly  a fte r our experience in  Toronto, G ina

W omansong T h e a tre --A tla n ta , G eorgia

and I saw  the  fru it of w hat we had ju s t  learned  
We had been  locked  in  a dead co ld  con v ersa 
tio n  in  a C hicago apartm ent h o u se , g e tting  no 
deeper than  the  p a rticu la rs  o f,lo ca l w om en's 
g ro u p s . The tw o women d isap p ea red  to ge ther 
for te n  m inutes o r so and then  th ey  came to  us 
te rr if ie d  but determ ined to  go ahead  and risk  
te ll in g  us "what w as w rong ."  "W hat w as 
wrong" w as th a t th ey  had  been afra id  to  te l l  
us th a t they  h a d n 't had th e ir  f irs t sex u a l ex 
perience w ith a woman y e t .  . . and th ey  w ere 
so  afraid  w e 'd  be mad. . . and th e y  w anted 
so to  meet u s . , . they  hoped we w ouldn 't 
fee l th e y 'd  lied  b y  not te llin g  u s . . .

You never saw  four women so moved and 
te a rfu l and laughing  and hugging a ll a t once 
a f te r  th a t .  I w ou ldn 't have m issed  th a t ex 
perience  for any th ing . Y es, one woman s t i l l  
s le e p s  w ith a m an. Y es , one woman has not 
su cceed ed  y e t in  finding the woman she w ants 
to  love—BUT SO WHAT ? S isterhood is  
stronger th an  th o se  ca teg o rie s  th a t d iv ide u s ,  
I love th o se  women and I can only  w ish  for 
them  th e  joy I 'v e  found in  loving G ina. And 
I c a n 't  help but th ink  th a t  our acc ep tan c e  of 
w here they  are now , our love for them  a s  wo
m en, can only bring them  c lo se r  to  loving 
women— c lo se r , c e r ta in ly , th an  a le sb ia n -  
s e p a ra tis t d ia tr ib e . Those d is tin c tio n s  ju s t 
a in 't  as big as we th in k .

I learned  th a t many of th e  women I fe lt good 
w ith . In te re sted  in , stim ulated  b y , and lov
ing  tow ards, did not n e c e ssa r ily  share  my 
p o litic a l p ersp ec tiv e  or a r tis t ic  p ersp ec tiv e  
o r ag e , c u ltu ra l, c l a s s ,  e tc .  p e rsp e c tiv e .
For me, none of the u su a l ca teg o rie s  were 
re a lly  the determ iners o f good loving ta lk .  
W hat w as i t  th e n ?

Midway th e  tr ip , a beau tifu l C anadian  wo
man w isely  put i t  th is  way: There are two 
k inds of people in  th is  world— cac tu s  people 
and leaky  bucket p e o p le . C actus people 
ta k e  in  any b it of m o istu re , nourishm ent, 
love th a t is  g iven them  and th ey  use  i t  to 
c re a te , to  grow , and u ltim ate ly  to  flow er. 
Leaky bucket people are th o se  who no amount 
of lov ing , supporting , and caring for can 
f i l l .  They w ill transform  a ll th a t is  positive  
w hich is  g iven to  them  in to  som ething nega
t iv e .  Those are the only d is tin c tio n s  th is  
woman sa id  she  had ev er rea lly  found it  nec
e s sa ry  to  m ake. She ch ooses to  give her 
love and energy  to  people who can  u se  it 
and crea te  more of th e ir  ow n. And m ostly , 
fr ien d s , we found th a t le sb ia n s  are cac tu se s  
tak ing  w hatever nourishm ent th e y  can  find and 
crea ting  som ething p o s itiv e— flow ering .
W e ll, we learned  much m ore, but th a t w ill 
k e e p . We d efin ite ly  are planning to  put to 
gether a book from our experience and the 
tap ed  in te rv iew s. We need money and  free 
tim e aw ay from A .Q . chores to  do i t— but the  
p rocess is  in  m otion.
F in a lly , I w ant to  thank  a ll th e  women who in 
v ited  us to  share  th e ir  l iv e s . We d id n 't get 
to  meet everyone who wrote to  us (3 months 
w as ju s t too  short a time) but thanks to  every 
one of you for caring enough to  w ant u s .

And thank you a ll who contribu ted  to  make 
th is  journey and th is  is s u e  of th e  m agazine 
p o s s ib le . Your fa ith  in  us keeps us going and 
grow ing. P lease  send  us your fee lin g s  about 
th is  i s s u e ,  your new a r t ic le s ,  s to r ie s ,  art 
w ork, e tc .  L e t's  try  to  make the  next is su e  
even  b e tte r .



I

A: I w as very c lo se  to  my m other. She w as 
o v e rp ro te c tlv e . O ne of th e  rea so n s  w as th a t 
I w as ad o p ted . I had a good re la tio n sh ip  
w ith  my m other. She w as th e  d isc ip lin a ria n . 
W henever any re a l problem s o r any rea l 
heavy  d is c u s s io n s  went o n , i t  w as alw ays 
betw een my m other and I , not my fa th e r and I .

L: How do you fee l about her now ?
A: Very co m fo rtab le . In my younger y ea rs  I 

had a rea l in a b ility  to  com m unicate w ith my 
p a re n ts , or w ith  anybody, for th a t m atter.
But now I fee l lik e  we have a fa n ta s tic  re la 
tio n sh ip . My m other does not— my mother 
rea lly  d o e sn ’t  know th a t I 'm  a le sb ia n  in  the  
s e n se  th a t I have to ld  h e r. I to ld  her about 
s ix  years  ago bu t she  so rt of sw ept i t  under 
th e  rug and she th in k s  th a t i t  w as a phase  I 
w as going through and th a t I'm  out o f i t .  But 
now she know s th a t I live w ith  ano ther woman. 
I'm  sure she  knows i t ,  bu t we Just d o n 't ta lk  
about i t .  W e do ta lk  about fem inism , we

ta lk  about my woric, and I fee l she  rea lly  l i s 
te n s .  . .s h e  rea lly  hears  what I'm  say in g . I 
feel like  we have a very  good re la tio n sh ip .

L: How about your fa th e r?
A: My fa ther d o e sn 't  ta lk  very much and my 

fa th e r 's  a lso  very re lig io u s— a devout C atho
l ic ,  very co n se rv a tiv e . He tr ie s  to  be under-, 
s ta n d in g , but in  term s o f my fa th e r and I doing 
any rea l ta lk in g , getting  in to  depth  about any
th in g , we re a lly  d o n 't do th a t .

L: Do you th ink  your paren ts  had a good re 
la tio n sh ip  w hen you w ere a ch ild ?

A: Y es.
L: Do you th ink  your paren ts  ev er w ished  

th a t you had b een  a boy?
A: (laughs) W e ll, w hether or not they  w ished 

I w as a boy , the re  w ere m any, many tim es in  
my younger years  I_ w ished  I w ere a boy— in 
term s of doing d ish es  and the l i t t le  girl th ings 
I had to  live  up to  b eca u se  of my se x .

L: Did you fee l when you were a ch ild  tha t

you w ere d ifferen t from other people in  any 
sp ec ia l w ay?

A: Yes ! (laughs) I knew  I w as a hom osexual! 
It w as very d ifficu lt for me to d ea l w ith th a t .
I d id n 't dare te l l  anybody— also  I fe lt I w as 
different in  te rm s of being  adop ted . I went 
through an in c red ib le  iden tity  c r is is  a t one 
point in  my l i f e ,  w hich I'm  over now , of 
cou rse . It w as very im portant to  me a t one 
time to  know who my blood re la tiv e s  w ere.

L: Did you find out anyth ing?
A: Umm, y e a h , I found out some th ings 

about my m other w hich made quite an im pres
sion on, m e. I t le ft me a t th a t po int very 
d isap p o in ted . I found out tha t she had been 
to  ja i l  and th a t she  had been a p ro stitu te  and 
she had se v e ra l illeg itim ate  ch ild ren . I 
found out w hen I w as about fifteen  years o ld . 
It w as u p se ttin g  to  me a t th a t p articu la r tim e 
b ecau se  I d id n 't  have the  full cap a c ity  to

understand  w hat w as happen ing . And why it 
rea lly  w as okay . It w a s n 't  okay in  term s of 
her pain and suffering b u t ,  you know , w hat
ever she w as in to  w as o k ay .

L: How did you find th is  ou t?
A; D epartm ent of Vital S ta t i s t i c s . I sea rch 

ed  the records and I ta lk e d  to  a tow n clerk 
who plugged me in to  some people who knew 
her.

L: Your paren ts knew and d id n 't te l l  you?
A; N o, my parents d id n 't  re a lly  know and 

my mother made an effo rt to  find o u t.
L: You sa id  i t  w as hard for you to  d ea l with 

your le sb ian ism  when you were a te en ag er 
and you d id n 't te l l  anyone?

A; Except for my love r.
L; W here did the tw o o f you look for sup

port and Inform ation?
A: Umm, w e ll , we w ent to  lib ra rie s  and 

every tim e we went to  a schoo l lib rary  every-
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I’d never started feeling good 

about it until I went to prison 

and I saw it was practically 

all lesbians there .
thing we w anted to  find out was lis te d  under 
'p erversion ' or 's e x u a l d e v ia n c e , ' so  it  made 
us feel even  more g u ilty . We w ent through 
alot o f rea lly  in ten se  h a s s le s  about what 
w e're doing is  reaU y wrong and feeling  very 
guilty about i t .

L: It w as a C atho lic  G irls ' School?
A: Yep.
L: How did you re la te  to  o ther g ir ls?
A: Very w e ll , b eca u se  we were both very 

strong p e rso n a li tie s , good a th le te s .  We did 
very w ell in  sch o o l. We w ere ge tting  in to  
alot o f th e  's ta tu s  sym bols ' a t th a t t im e . . . 
if you drank or sm oked g ra s s ,  you w ere in .
So I w as doing both and I w as cool and a c 
cep ted  by my p e e rs .

L: Are you glad now th a t you 're  a le sb ia n ?
A; I love i t ! Yes .
L; W hen did th a t ch an g e?  You fe lt guilty  

for aw h ile .
A: Y eah, 1 d id , 1 did s ix  years  in  p rison .

I got a rres ted  in 1965. i w as in to , very d e
f in ite ly , being a le sb ia n  for quite some tim e 
before, but I 'd  never s ta r te d  fee ling  even 
half-w ay  good about i t  u n til I w ent to  prison  
and I saw  th a t it w as p ra c tic a lly  a ll  le sb ian s  
th e re . Sort of like  th e  sc a le  had turned com
p le te ly  around and i t  w as no longer a th ing  
if you 're  not a le sb ia n , you 're  d efin ite ly  not 
in w ith th e  incrowd if  you a re n 't .  So I w as 
very com fortable about th e  fact th a t I w as a 
le sb ia n . Of course a t th e  tim e I w as very 
much in to  ro le s . W hen 1 look back  at i t ,  1 
think one of the re a so n s  th a t I w as in to  ro le s  
was th a t 1 was very d e fin ite ly  an  e sc a p is t  and 
accustom ed to  having people do th ings for 
me. So, im m ediately w hen I w ent to  p riso n , 
the w hole trip  w as to — you know , there  w ere 
probably about sev en  women to  ea c h  bu tch— 
so I w ent butch and wow! I had somebody to  
do my laundry , you know .

But when I got out o f p rison  and came h e re ,
I met some le sb ia n - fe m in is ts , and re a lly , 
the tw o major fac to rs  th a t made me feel 
rea lly  good about my le sb ian ism  are my lo v e r.

number o n e , and the W om en's M ovement.
L; How w as getting  out of ro le s?
A; Very, very d iff ic u lt. I o ccasio n a lly  found 

my head s t i l l  in  th a t p la c e . I t 's  rea lly  hard . 
It w as k ind o f hard to  ge t in to  in  the firs t 
p la c e . I w as w earing a very short haircu t or 
com plete sh a v e , w earing  m en's or b o y 's  
c lo th es  and I kind of go t in to  it b ecau se  I 
w as recogn ized  for being  co o l. My a tt i tu d e s , 
of c o u rse , went along w ith  my ou te r b e in g .
I w as very d e fin ite ly  Influenced  when I saw  I 
could snap my fingers and have people ju s t 
run quick ly  doing th ings for m e, b ecause  1 
w as a  b u tc h . So w hen I got out of p riso n , I 
s t i l l  w as not feeling  a l l  th a t good about my 
le sb ian ism  b ecau se  I cam e home to  a s itu a 
tio n  where my mother and fa ther did not advo
ca te  th a t .  I began  to  en te rta in  id eas  o f g e t
ting  out of th a t .  I w as off d rugs, out of 
p riso n , so why not throw  th a t off along w ith 
i t ?  B ecause i t  had k ind  of b een  a negative 
th ing  in  many w ays in  my e a r lie r  l i fe . And 
th en  I met my lover and she rea lly  helped me.
1 w as very h onest w ith  her and therefore we 
b u ilt a very high degree of tru s t w ith each  
o th e r. I w as very h o n est in te llin g  her tha t 
I w as in to  ro les  and I certa in ly  d id n 't have 
to  te l l  her th a t I w as ch au v in is tic  b ecause  
(laughs) she  knew! And she rea lly  helped me 
change th a t .  We co n sc io u s ly  worked on it 
to g e th e r . I 'm  not say in g  ro les are negative 
for everybody , bu t th e y 're  very negative for 
m e. And for her. And for our re la tio n sh ip . 
And i t 's  my opinion th a t when people are 
in to  ro le s  th e y 're  ju s t  not m eeting on equal 
g rounds. All I w as re a lly  doing was d is 
crim inating  ag a in s t my lover. Terribly so , 
and so  I had to  deal w ith  th a t.

L: Why w ere you in  p rison?
A: I w as up for p o sse ss io n  of heroin and 

burg lary . Now, I got conv ic ted  on th o se  
tw o c h a rg e s . I o rig ina lly  had 54 charges on 
m e. W hen I w ent to  court I w as convicted  
on th o se  tw o charges and w as given s ix  
y e a r s , w ith  th e  s tip u la tio n  of no parole and 
a lso  th a t 1 would do th a t tim e f la t .  I went 
through th e  s ix  y e a r s , doing th ree  in  s o li
ta ry  confinem ent. And th a t sounds pretty  
horrible and it w as p re tty  h o rrib le , but the 
only  th ing  I can  say  to  th a t is  th e  human 
body and th e  human mind have an incred ib le  
ab ility  to  a d ju s t .  To ad ju st to  your environ
ment and w hatever s itu a tio n  you 're in . I 
g u ess  some people a re n 't  quite as strong .

Luckily I w as strong  and m aintained my 
san ity  and I am here and a l iv e . But in  th e  
m eantim e, w hile I w as doing th e  th ree y ea rs  
in  so lita ry  confinem ent, I w as doing it  b e 
cau se  the adm in istra tion  su sp e c ted  me of 
being h igh . And I w as ad d ic ted —I w as 
m aintaining a forty do lla r a day  habit w ith 
in  p riso n . I w as doing a  hundred and fifty  
do llars  a day on heroin w hen I got a r re s te d .
So they  su sp e c te d  me of being  high and 
th ey  w anted to  tak e  my urine specim en and 
blood specim en . And one o f th e  very few 
co n stitu tio n a l righ ts th a t I d id  have w as th e  
righ t to  re fu se  th a t .  The only  way th e  ad
m in istra tion  knew  how to  d ea l w ith  th a t w as 
so lita ry  confinem ent.

So, w hile I w as up th e re , I w as a lso  going 
through th e rap y — eigh t hours a d a y , th ree  
days a w e e k , w hich w as li te ra lly  b lo o d , 
sw eat and te a rs  th a t I w ent through for over 
sev en  th o u san d  hours o f th e ra p y .

So w hat w as happen ing , and a very p o s itiv e  
th ing  for m e, w as th a t I w as in  so lita ry  con
finem ent and th e  only exposu re  th a t I had  to  
o ther people to  ta lk  t o , o th e r th a n  the  o ffi
ce rs  bringing my food , w as in  th e  g ro u p . I 
would go to  therapy  and come back  and  I 
w ould have a ll th is  tim e to  d ig e s t w hat had 
happened  and rea lly  a b so rb , and try  to  be 
o b jec tiv e  about it and pu ll m yself to g e th e r . 
A ctually , in  one w ay , i t  w as very d ifficu lt 
to  go th ro u g h , but on th e  o th e r h an d , th e re  
w ere some very  p o sitiv e  a sp e c ts  to o . I w as 
never re a lly  a v io len t p erson  and I know if 
I had b een  ou t in  the  popu la tion  th e re  w ould 
have b een  many tim es I w ould have g o tten  
in to  fig h ts  b eca u se  I w as in  the m inority .
That in s ti tu tio n  m ain tained  a b lack  popu la tion  
anyw here from ninety  to  n in e ty -fo u r per cen t 
b la c k . . . s o  I had to  a d ju s t to  Im m ediately b e 
ing a m inority to o . So it w as a c tu a lly  a pro
te c tiv e  m echanism  to o , so lita ry  confinem ent. 
And I 'm  ce rta in ly  not say in g  anyth ing  a g a in s t 
b la c k s , bu t I know w hat my s itu a tio n  w a s .

L: How w ere you a le sb ia n  w hen you were 
in  so lita ry  confinem ent?

A: W e ll , I p layed  th e  gam e. You know , I 
had people sending  me dope and people 
sending me com m isary and people send ing  me 
b o o k s . .  . i t  w as te rrib ly  chauvi n i s t i c . I w as 
using  a l l  o f my s i s t e r s .

L: So you w ere allow ed to  read ?
A: Y e s . I probably did more read ing  th an  

the  m ajority  o f college s tu d e n ts , I nev er

^ incited a iTiotl
thought tw ice  about i t  u n til Jackie ra ised  my 
aw areness to  the fa c t .  She ask ed  me w hat I 
used  to  read  and I to ld  her so c io lo g y , p sy 
cho logy , philosophy and she sa id  ' you u sed
to  read  th a t for en joym ent? ! '

Another th ing  I 'd  like  to  m ention about 
tha t p riso n , i t 's  inc red ib le  w hat happened . 
W hen I w as doing tim e in  so lita ry  confine
m ent, I had very l i t t le  in te re s t in  anything 
th a t w ould have helped  m e. I w ent over to  
the  d e n t is t—of course  any tim e you needed 
den ta l or m edical care  you w ent over to  the  
m en 's s id e  b ecause  they  w ere th e  ones th a t 
had th e  fa c ilit ie s  for anything th a t had to  be 
done in  a righ teous m anner. I happened to  
be ta lk in g  to  the d e n tis t and he to ld  me th a t 
he had ju s t go tten  h is  m aste r 's  degree 
through an ex ten sio n  correspondence c o u rse , 
so I w as very ex c ited  about th a t .  I 'd  been  
doing a lo t of reading and I thought g e e . I'm  
doing a ll th is  s e lf-e d u c a tio n , if  I ge t my 
fa ther to  send  some money I can tak e  th is  
e x ten sio n  c o u rse . S u p e r-fan ta stic !  It 
might have even g iven  me some m otivation 
to  fee l good enough about m yself to  get out 
of th a t  stink ing  c e ll I w as in  and go out into 
the popula tion  and be half-w ay  p roductive . 
W e ll, I w rote to  my fa ther and he agreed  to  
send  me a  large sum of money to  fund my 
e x ten sio n  co u rse . The la s t  s tep  of the pro
cedure w as to  go to  the  m ale w ard en , who 
w as b la c k , and ask  him if  I could take  an  
ex ten sio n  co u rse . And I w as to ld  no . Be
cau se  I w as a woman and th ey  ju s t don t  do 
th a t in  w om en's in s ti tu tio n s . We have th ings 
like  cooking c la s s e s ,  sew ing c la s s e s ,  IBM 
c la s s e s ,  cosm etology co u rse s—th e se  were 
the  k inds of th in g s th a t w ere offered a t th a t 
in s ti tu tio n . There w as no way I could even  
beg in  to  s ta rt studying  or doing som ething 
for some kind of c re d its .

S o , of c o u rse , I w as very u p se t about t h a t . 
And I m ust say I w as u p se t about i t  for about 
s ix  m onths. And 1 rea lly  ac ted  o u t. I in c i
te d  a r io t! B ecause I had a c c e s s  to  knowing 
a couple of la n g u a g e s , I would w rite th ings 
about the  adm in istration  on  th e  w a ll. And 
th a t w as my w ay of ge tting  back a t them .
And my th e ra p is t now say s  th a t w as one way 
of p reserv ing  your san ity  by rebelling  and 
be ing  crea tive  w ith  id eas  and being  ab le  to  
ven t your anger. So a c tu a lly , in  the  fina l



an a ly sis  it was qu ite  healthy .
L: You're see ing  a th e ra p is t now?

My therapy is just living, 
and loving people, and 
feeling responsibility for 
my sisters.

L: How did you get the  job you have now ?
A: I came back h ere , where my paren ts  l iv e ,  

and I w as te rrib ly  in secu re  about my b a c k 
ground. I felt th a t people were rea lly  going 
to  dump on me b eca u se  I w as an ex -o ffen d er 
and an  ex -hero in  add ic t and so im m ediately 
I would say  'w e ll.  I'm  an ex -o ffender and an 
®^~J^riky»' The reaso n  I would say  th is  is  
th a t I d id n 't w ant people to  find out la te r ,  
a fte r I had already  begun to  care about them , 
and th en  have them  dump on me. So I w as 
very outward w ith my background. And people 
would a sk  me about i t  and I 'd  s ta r t te llin g  
them  some of the s tu ff I ’d been through and 
people would get very im pressed  and I 
co u ld n 't Imagine w hy. And w hat I came to  
re a liz e  w as tha t the re  w as nobody e lse  here 
th a t had my ex p e rien ce . (Adrienne w ent on to  
do so c ia l work w ith  women in a p ro fess io n a l 
c a p a c ity . She has  been  doing th is  now for 
sev e ra l y ea rs .)

L: How did you g e t off d rugs? You sa id  th a t 
you w ere on them in  prison  and off w hen you 
le f t .

A: I d ld n 't get o ff them by ch o ice . W hile I 
w as in  th e  so lita ry  confinem ent s itu a tio n , 
the  woman I w as buying from got b u s te d . . .  
so  my supply w as cu t o ff. I t 's  very d iff ic u lt. 
W hen you 're dea ling  in  drugs you d o n 't th ink  
about tru s t too m uch , but there has to  be a 
ce rta in  elem ent o f  t ru s t .  If I could have gone 
out in to  the popula tion  and confronted som eone 
face  to  face and sa id : 'L is te n , can I s ta r t 
buying from you ? Can I s ta r t dea ling  w ith 
y o u ? ' and she s a y s : 'no ' w e ll, th e re 's  nothing 
on record  th a t she  can  say  I a sk ed . W hereas 
I w as up in  so lita ry  confinem ent and I w ould 
have had to  write my s tu ff o u t. And th a t 's  
what I w as up there  for anyw ay , and th e y  would 
have tu rned  me in .  So w hat happened w as 
th a t a couple of people got me some m etha
done p ills  which helped  me kick my p h y s ica l

ad d ic tio n  re la tiv e ly  e a s i ly .  And what hap
pened  w as th a t in  th e  meantim e I was s t i l l  
going to  th e ra p y . W hen you 're  on heroin 
yo u 're  very a p a th e tic , to ta lly  a p a th e tic . You 
d o n 't care about yo u rse lf or anybody e lse  
around you . The only  way I c a n  describe  
hero in  is  th a t you love the  fee lin g  of non- 
fee lin g  !

So w hat happened w as when I got off ju n k , 
w hen I stopped  doing sm ack , a l l  of the sud 
d en , I w as no longer a p a th e tic . I went from 
one extrem e to  th e  o ther—to  be ing  ju s t a 
v ery , very fee lin g , very caring person . And 
it w as te rr ib ly , te rr ib ly  p a in fu l. To have to  
s it  in  th a t group of e ig h t o ther women and 
respond  to  them try ing  to  te a c h  me how to  
t r u s t ,  how to u nders tand  m y se lf, how to  
a d ju s t to  m yself, to  accep t m yself and 
th ere fo re  accep t o ther people around me.
And i t  w as re a lly , re a lly  heav y . Like I 
fee l th a t I rea lly  w ent through a  lot of b lood , 
sw ea t and te a r s .

Anyhow, the  group ev en tu a lly  rea lly  helped 
m e. They taugh t me how to t r u s t .  W hen you 
h ear about p risons you don 't co n s id e r love 
and tru s t  and honesty  and understand ing  and 
th in g s  lik e  th a t.  But th a t w as very  re a l ,  
and th a t w as w hat w as happening w ith in  the  
g roup . I w as ab le  to  finally  ex p ress  m yself. 
You d o n 't to u c h , u su a lly . In th a t  in s titu tio n  
you d o n 't u su a lly  do too  much to u ch in g , b e 
ca u se  if  you to u c h e d , you w ere e ith e r going 
to  ge t in to  a se x  th ing  o r a v io len ce  th in g .
So w hen you to u c h ed , you 'd  b e tte r  be very 
c a re fu l. And one of th e  firs t t im e s , a fte r  
I 'd  b een  th e re  for tw o and a h a lf ,  th ree 
y ea rs  , som ebody touched  me— ju s t  on the 
sh o u ld e r— it w as in  th e ra p y . I t w as an old 
w om an, a b lack  w om an. A very  beau tifu l 
p e rso n , who w as doing life  who would never 
get ou t o f th e re , but who w as a very giving 
p e rso n , a very to g e th e r p e rso n , ju s t through 
her e x p e rie n c e . She came and  stood behind 
m e, put her hand on my sh o u ld er and to ld  
me— for tw o and a h a lf y ears  now I had 
heard  nothing good about m yself, 'you 're  a 
bum , y o u 're  n o -g o o d , s tu p id ' and  anytim e 
th e y  la id  i t  on me I re sp o n d ed 'h ey , rig h t- 
o n , th a t 's  tru e ! ' I w as accustom ed to  re 
spond to  n e g a tiv e s . So , a ll o f th e  sudden , 
when th e  group did  a whole tu rn -around  on 
me and  d ec ided  th a t s in ce  I w as  going to  
be leav in g  in  about tw o y e a r s , th e y  taught
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me tru s t  by giving me t r u s t .  They knew th a t 
I had been  ad d ic ted . The th e ra p is t ,  i t  w as 
her duty to  go to  the adm in istra tion  and say  
th a t I had b een  doing d o p e . And they  ca lled  
me in  a t e lev en  o 'c lo ck  one night and sa id  
'w e 'v e  dec ided  as a group not to  say  any
th in g . ' And I co u ld n 't begin to  understand  
th a t ; I thought ' a h a ! w hat are th ey  up to  ? 
T hey 're  gonna put ine in  a tr ip  b ag . W hen 
w hat i t  rea lly  w as w as th a t th e y  w ere te a 
ching me how to  tru s t by g iving me tru s t .
And th is  o lder b lack  woman stood  behind me 
and put her hand on my shou lder and I can 
rem em ber v ery  c learly  th a t i t  w as a t le a s t  
te n  m inutes before I could ev en  ta lk .  I w as 
so  f u l l , I w as ju s t sh a k in g . And finally  I 
tu rned  around and looked a t her and she 
ben t down and k is se d  me on my forehead and 
to ld  me th a t I w as a rea lly  beau tifu l person 
and th a t I w as very in te l l ig e n t , and th a t I 
re a lly  did have som ething going for me, and 
not to  give u p . I ju s t re a lly  broke dow n. I 
c rted  for th e  f ir s t  tim e in  about four y e a rs .
And when I c ried  I go t to ta l support from the 
g roup . You know , I could ju s t  see  them  , they 
w anted  to  jump up and ju s t  hold me and hug 
m e. Nobody d id  i t— everybody w as— you 
know , w ith th e ir  e y e s ,  th e y  ta lk ed  to  me 
w ith  th e ir  ey e s  and th e ir  body language .
And finally  th e  th e rap is t got up and sa id  
th a t she w as going to  th e  bathroom , and one 
of th e  o ther w om en, th e  only  o ther w hite 
woman in  the group got up and put her arms 
around me and sa id : "look, you cry . I t 's  
b e a u tifu l, i t ' s  hum an, i t 's  y o u rs , so do i t ! '  
And I—WOOO—I rea lly  w ent to  p ie c e s . That 
w as sort o f th e  turning po in t for m e. And I 
r e a liz e d , w ow , th e se  people rea lly  care 
about me! And I'm  not a no th ing . I'm  a 
person ! And a woman! And I have some 
w o rth . And i f  they  like m e, who don’t I_ 
like  m e? And maybe I shou ld  s ta rt th inking  
abou t th a t .  So it  rea lly  so rt o f gave me alot 
o f hope. It s ta r te d  giving me some confi
d en ce  in  m yself. And th a t 's  ex ac tly  w hat 
happened  w hen I came h e re . All th e se  women 
sa id  go for a jo b , and th ey  s ta rted  giving me 
confidence in  m yself and helping me to  b e
lie v e  in  m y se lf. And now I fee l like  I'm  
very  sure of m yself and very a sse r tiv e  and 
I fee l like I 'm  very s tro n g . I don 't have to  
sh o u t i t  off th e  ro o ftops, bu t w ith in  m yself 
I know th a t .

I feel that I can do just 
about anything now inclu
ding the pain of women.

L: Could you ta lk  a li t t le  about your pre
sen t re la tio n sh ip ?

A: (laughs) H eav en s! Like I d ied  and went 
to  heaven . I t ’s a fa n ta s tic  re la tio n sh ip .

L: T ell me the  b e s t th in g s about your re la 
tio n sh ip .

A: O kay. Incred ib le  amount of honesty  
w ith  each  o th e r, inc red ib le  amount of t ru s t ,  
w hich took a  y ear—w e ll, w e’ve been  toge
th e r a y ear th is  A ugust. And i t 's  b een  a 
mad stru g g le . I t  w as in itia lly  for me to  get 
ou t o f my ch au v in is tic  a t t i tu te s .  I feel 
v e ry , very warm and v e ry , very rich  in  th a t 
I have somebody th a t I'm  in  love w ith  and 
I have somebody w ho 's  in  love w ith me, and 
I fe e l th a t th e re  is  a g reat deal of depth  to  
our re la tio n sh ip .

L: B esides the con flic t over th e  fac t th a t 
you had been  u sed  to  playing ro le s , w hat 
o th e r co n flic ts  did you have ?

A: Adjusting to  each  o th e r . . .e a c h  o th e r 's  
n eed s  and each  o th e r 's  ido sy n crac ies  or 
fa u lts .

L: Has monogamy ever come up as a pro
blem betw een you?

A: Y eah. We w ent through a th ing about 
five months a g o , w e ll , Jackie thought th a t 
i t  w as okay for her to  go to  bed w ith som e
b ody , but it  w asn ’t  okay for me. And I fe lt 
lik e  i t  w as okay for me but not for her! So 
we did a ro le -p la y  s itu a tio n . I had a s itu a 
tio n  come up where a woman whom I work 
w ith , who is  a le sb ia n , a very fine and 
beau tifu l w om an, w as coming up here and 
I w as going to  be working w ith her for a 
w e e k . . .an d  Jackie got p a n ic -s tr ic k e n . She 
rea lly  d id n 't w ant to  hear the  idea  th a t I 
might go to  bed w ith  her. I knew she w as 
concerned about i t  so we did a ro le -re v e rsa l. 
And out of th a t p articu la r techn ique we 
learned  som eth ing . We learned  th a t— 
learned  th a t I w as not ready to  go to  bed 
w ith  som ebody e l s e , but th a t it  w as okay 
for Jackie to  do it  if  she w anted t o . And 
Jackie learned  th a t she rea lly  d id n 't want 
to  go to  bed w ith anybody b ecau se  she 
h a s n 't  had enough of m e. We sort Of mu-



tu a lly  agreed  th a t we ju s t  h av en 't had enough 
of eac h  o th e r y e t .  But we certa in ly  have 
not ru led  th a t o u t. We fee l th a t maybe in 
the  fu tu re, w hen we becom e secu re  enough, 
s tab le  enough w ith in  our own re la tio n sh ip , 
f in e . But, righ t now , not y e t.

L; Is sex  a very im portant part o f your re 
la tio n sh ip ?

A: Y es.
L: Has i t  b een  good?
A: Super!
L; Who u su a lly  in i t ia te s  i t?
A: Jackie! It sounds lik e  a w hole re v e rsa l. 

I u sed  to  th ink  th a t I w as th e  ag g resso r when 
I rea lly  w a s n 't .  I t w as so rt of p a s s iv e -a g 
g re ss iv e  behav io r th a t I w as in to . I w as 
making like  I w as a g g re ss iv e , but re a lly , 
deep  down, I w as going a fte r som eone so 
th e y , in  tu rn , would come back a fte r me and 
th en  I could be p a s s iv e . I hate to  use  th o se  
words but i t 's  the only w ay .

L; Could you te l l  me w hat you like  b e s t 
about y o u rse lf now ?

A; Oh! I like  my s tren g th , my p ro fess io n , 
and my a b ility  to  love— my ab ility  to  rea lly  
c a r e , and not only care  but carry it one s tep  
further to  th e  point th a t I make a commitment 
to  g e t involved  in  term s of helping o ther 
p eo p le . I t 's  a lw ays tw o -fo ld . I fee l th a t 
when I help o th e rs , I help  m yself.

L: Do you fee l good about what happened 
to  you in  p riso n ?

A: Y es, now . I t 's  so rt of like  i t  w as a ll 
a very , very negative th ing  a t one tim e , 
and what I 'v e  somehow b een  ab le to  do is  
to  sort of red irec t th a t in to  a po sitiv e  d irec 
tio n  and u tiliz e  it  co n s tru c tiv e ly .

L: Could you ta lk  a l i t t le  b it about the  
w riting you are doing ?

A: Oh y eah . T h a t's  in c re d ib le . I brought 
home th ir ty -th re e  notebooks from p rison  w ith 
m e. I took out fo rty -th re e  but they  co n fica - 
te d  te n  books b ecau se  th ey  sa id  th ey  were 
a b so lu te ly  to o  rad ica l and too  p o l i t ic a l .
W hat the w riting  c o n s is te d  o f w as my ob
se rv a tio n s  o f some o f th e  In terna l th in g s  
th a t were happening in  te rm s of the adm in
is tra tio n , the  inm ates and so  forth . And 
they  ju s t took them . They w ou ldn 't le t me 
have them . Of co u rse , I tr ied  to  recap tu re  
i t  la te r . I probably w o n 't have the book 
com pleted for another te n  y e a rs .  I t 's  
going to  be a  com plete au tob iog raphy .

L; W hat would you lik e  to  be doing in  
five y e a rs?

A: Ohhhh! Um. I would lik e  to  be doing 
some kind of so c ia l w ork. I would a lso  
like  to  have a certa in  tim e of y ear— a 
couple of months even—to  devote my to ta l 
tim e to  w ritin g . And I d o n 't  w rite w e ll—
I don 't fee l I do— so , i t 's  gonna tak e  some 
tim e . And I hope th a t I'm  s t i l l  w ith  Jack ie .
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A STA TISTIC A L ANA LY SIS
by Deborah W olf

fDeborah W olf has com piled the  follow ing 
prelim inary report from the  m ateria ls  we 
gathered  during our summer v is its  w ith 
our r e a d e rs . • Deborah is  a re sea rch  an
th ropo log ist who very kindly tran sc rib ed  
and an a ly zed  the tap ed  Interview s we 
did th is  sum m er. No conclu sions should  
be drawn finom th e  a n a ly s is  w hich follow s 
as it  is  on ly  a report o f work in  progress 
and w ill be follow ed up in  future is s u e s  
by the  r e s u lts  of the  study  as a w h o le .
At th is  p o in t we have had the  tlm e/m oney 
to  tra n sc r ib e  only 21 of the 52 ta p e s  w hich 
were d o n e .]

This is  th e  f irs t s tag e  of a longer p ro jec t. 
The fo llow ing m ateria l is  b a sed  on  th e  re 
su lts  of 52 o ne-page  questio n n a ires  and ex 
cerp ts from 21 taped  in terv iew s (all th a t 
have so fa r been  transcribed ) w ith reade rs  
of Amazon Q uarterly  from a ll over th e  U . S . 
and C an ad a . It should  be noted th a t th is  
is  probably a  more li te ra te  group th an  a 
more random sam ple tak en  from th e  general 
po p u la tio n .

S uggestions on m ateria l to  inc lude  o r to  
drop made by  the  women being in terv iew ed  
were inco rp o ra ted , so  th e  p ro cess  w as one 
of com m unity p artic ip a tio n  when p o s s ib le . 
G reat care  w as tak en  to  in su re  th e  confi
d en tia lity  o f th e  m a te ria l.

PART ONE: R esults of 52 o n e-p ag e  biograph
ic a l q u es tio n n a ire s :

(In some c a s e s  not a l l  of the  questions 
were answ ered  by ev e ry o n e , o r sp e c if ic  an 
sw ers w ere not a p p lic a b le . The numbers 
reported  th e n  refer to  th e  to ta l number of 
answ ers re lev an t to  eac h  q u e s tio n .)

The 52 women ranged in  age from 21 to  62, 
the la rg e s t number (27) betw een 21 and 29 . 
All of them  had graduated  from h igh  sch o o l, 
12 had a tten d ed  c o lle g e , 19 had g rad u a ted ,
12 had som e graduate work o r a M a s te r 's

deg ree , and 3 had a P h .D . or i t s  eq u iv a len t. 
It is  in te re s tin g  th a t m ost o f th e se  women 
had more educa tion  th a n  th a t o f th e ir  m ost 
ed u ca ted  parent; how ever, of th o se  w orking, 
17 had jo b s  not eq u iva len t to  th e ir  lev e l of 
ed u ca tio n  (30 d id ). This may have had more 
to  do w ith  ind iv idual c h o ic e , d r  the  fact 
th a t th e y  are  women, ra th e r th an  a sp ec if ic  
a ttitu d e  about le s b ia n s , though in  th e  long
e r  in terv iew s some in s ta n c e s  of job d iscrim 
ina tion  b e c a u se  of sex u a l preference were 
m entioned . However, 24 did have jobs b e t
te r  than  th a t of th e ir  most su c c e s s fu lly  em
ployed  p a re n t, in  term s of so c ie ta lly  d e 
fined  's u c c e s s . '

The range of jobs p re sen tly  o r p rev iously  
held  w as w id e . S ix ty -one d ifferen t jobs 
w ere m entioned, inc lud ing  facto ry  assem b
lin g , fo reign  se rv ic e , rep a ir jo b s ,  m ilitary  
se rv ic e , c ro p -p ick in g , co llege  te ach in g , 
truckdriv ing  and be ing  an a r t i s t .  For p resen t 
sou rces o f incom e, 41 d ifferen t sources were 
m entioned , including: 'independen tly  w ea l
th y , ' handy woman, te a c h e r , w elfare re c ip i
e n t ,  p sy ch o lo g is t, w om en's movement work
e r ,  alim ony re c ip ie n t, se c re ta ry  and farm la 
borer.

Their fam ily backgrounds Included: 19 fa
th e rs  who w ere p ro fe s s io n a ls , 13 fa the rs  in  
b u s in e s s , 5 fathers w hose occupa tion  could 
be d esc rib e d  as w orking c la s s ,  5 fa the rs  in  
th e  m ilitary  and 10 w hose fa th e rs  were re tire d , 
d e c e a se d , o r w hose so u rces of Income were 
not in d ic a te d .

In the  fam ilies  o f 20 of the  women only the 
fa the rs  w orked, w hile in  24 both  paren ts were 
em ployed and in 3 only  th e  mother w orked.
So for more than  h a lf of the w om en, th e ir  mo
th e rs  w ere defined a s  o ther th an  'h o u se w ife .'

One w idely  held m isconcep tion  is  th a t l e s 
b ian s  ten d  to  come from broken or unstab le  
hom es. This was co n tra d ic ted . Of th e  40 
paren ts  who were both  s t i l l  liv in g , 32 were 
s t i l l  liv ing  to g e th er a t the  tim e of th e  in te r
v iew , and only  4 had divorced when th e  wo
man being  in terv iew ed  w as a  c h ild .

Another fac to r con tribu ting  to  an u nstab le

home environm ent is  co nstan t moving. This 
w as a lso  con trad ic ted  by the  sam ple . Thirty 
of th e  women grew up in one p la c e . O f th e s e , 
26 grew up where th ey  were b o m , so it is  a 
fa irly  s tab le  population as  far as childhood 
experien ces  go.

C harlo tte W olff, in  her book Love Between 
W om en, finds a s ig n ifican tly  higher percen t 
of le sb ia n s  than  her control group who were 
only or o ld e s t children ^p. 154), but in  th is  
sam ple only 9 out of 52 are only  ch ild ren , 18 
have only one s ib lin g , 8 have 2 , and 12 have 
more than 2 . Of the  women who have more 
th an  2 s ib lin g s , 19 are th e  o ld e s t ,  6 are mid
d le ch ild ren , and 15 are y o u n g est. S ince 18 
o f th e  women have only one b ro ther or s is te r ,  
the  number who are middle ch ildren  is  not 
s ig n ifican t for th is  sam ple • W hat is  impor
ta n t is  th a t there are so many youngest c h il
d ren , bely ing  W olff 's  su p p o sitio n . We can  
assum e th a t b irth  order is  not n e c e ssa rily  an 
im portant fac to r.

Religious tra in ing  is  an  a rea  of concern  for 
some women in coming to  te rm s w ith th e ir  
le sb ia n ism . Of th e  women In terv iew ed , 25 
had been  ra ise d  a s  P ro testan ts  (including 
Fundam entalist s e c ts ) ,  9 w ere C ath o lic , 7 
w ere Jew ish , 3 a g n o s tic , 2 Q uakers , One 
Greek O rthodox and one Mormon. This rep
re se n ts  a sm aller percen tage of C atho lics 
(18% versus  24%) th a n  there  are  in the gen
e ra l population of the U .S . , and a la rger 
percen tage of Jews (14% a s  opposed  to  3% in 
th e  general popula tion).

Belying th e  (male) s te reo type  th a t le sb ian s  
turn  to  loving women b eca u se  they  are unsuc
c e s s fu l in  a ttrac tin g  men, 1/3 (17 out of 50) 
of the  women in terv iew ed  had been  married 
to  men—th e  leng th  of the  m arriages ranging 
from le s s  than  a y ear (one) to  35 years (one). 
Twelve out of 17 had been  m arried 10 years 
or more. All of th e  17 women had one o r more 
more ch ild ren .

Present liv ing  arrangem ents included  8 wo
men who lived  a lo n e , 18 who lived  w ith  th e ir  
lo v e rs , 4 more who lived  w ith th e ir  lover and 
o ther f r ie n d s , 14 who lived  w ith  th e ir  lover 
and e ith e r  th e ir  own children  or th e ir lo v e r 's  
or b o th . Three lived  w ith  fr ien d s , one lived  
w ith  her p a re n ts , and one liv ed  w ith her hus
band and ch ild ren . T h ir ty -s ix , th e n , live 
w ith th e ir  lovers in  some kind of arrange
m ent, w hile 13 do no t. Of th e se  13, 5 were 
not in  any sexual re la tio n sh ip  at the tim e of 
th e  in terv iew .

The la s t  question  concerned  legal problem s
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the women may have faced  as  a consequence 
of th e ir  le sb ian ism . Of the 50 women an 
sw ering th is  question  th e  m ajority , 36 , had 
no le g a l problem s. Among the  r e s t  one fe lt 
th a t th e re  was un fa ir ta x  d iscrim ination , in  
th a t a woman could not c laim  her female lo 
ver a s  part of a couple and th u s  rece ive  th e  
tax  ben efits  th a t h e te ro sex u a l couples h av e . 
R elated to  th is  in s titu tio n a l nonrecognition 
of v iab le  re la tio n sh ip s  betw een  women is  
s im ilar d iscrim ination  in  inh e ritan ce  law s 
and one woman m entioned having experi
enced  th i s .  Three women had b een  th re a t
ened in  child  custody  c a s e s ,  2 had experi
enced  m ilitary h arrassm en t, one had been  
d iscrim inated  ag a in s t in  h o u sin g , one had 
been  unable to  adopt ch ild ren , one had been  
th rea ten ed  with job  lo ss  and one w ith co llege  
ex p u ls io n . Of th o se  who had not experienced  
problem s of th is  nature 2 fe lt ind irec tly  th re  
th rea ten ed  and answ ered  'p a ran o ia ' to  th e  
q u e s tio n . Several o thers w rote 'none y e t' 
in d ica tin g  an apprehension  th a t they  were 
lik e ly  to  have le g a l problem s a t some po in t.

G enera lly , th e n , in  exam ining th e  re su lts  
of the  q u e s tio n n a ire s , one can  say  tha t th is  
is  an  educated  popula tion  w ith  fa irly  s tab le  
b ackg rounds, em ployed in  a w ide range of 
jo b s , bu t not fu lly  em ployed according to  the 
lev e l of th e ir  tra in in g , many of whom have 
been  married and had ch ild ren , and who are 
u su a lly  liv ing w ith  a lo v e r.

PART TWO: Current th eo rie s  and th e  re su lts  
of th e  in terv iew s:

It i s  a s  valid  to  inquire in to  th e  cau ses  of 
he tero sex u a lity  a s  of hom osexuality , bu t in 
our cu ltu re  h e te ro sex u a lity  is  s e e n  as 'no r
m al' and hence not q u es tio n ed . The q u es
tio n  of 'c a u s e ' is  both  com plex and m islea 
d ing , bu t it is  b eca u se  many young women 
have b een  bew ildered and  som etim es scarred



by reading lite ra tu re  w hich p u ts  le sb ian ism  
into a d e v ia n t, negative fram ew ork, before 
th ey  have had the chance to  t e s t  i t  ag a in s t 
a perspective  of rea l re la t io n s h ip s , th a t 
some of the more prevalen t s te reo ty p es  about 
le sb ian ism  and its  developm ent should  be 
care fu lly  sc ru tin ized . Follow ing are th e o rie s  
about th e  nature of le sb ian ism  from four 
w idely read books; Alfred K insey 's  Sexual 
Behavior in  the Human F em ale . 1953; Frank 
C ap rlo 's  Female H om osexuality; k  P sycho- 
dvnam ic Study of L esb ian ism . 1954; Jess  
S te a m 's  The G rapey ine; and C harlo tte  W olff 's  
Love Between W om en. 1971.

K insey 's study  of fem ale sex u a l behav io r 
is  th e  most ex h a u s tiv e . In i t  he s ta te s  th a t 
there  is  no ev idence o f horm onal fac to rs  
th a t make ce rta in  ind iv iduals  e sp e c ia lly  l i a 
b le to  engage in  hom osexual a c tiv ity . In 
fact "it a p p e a rs . .  .th a t every  ind iv idual 
could so respond if  th e  opportunity  offered 
and one were not conditioned  ag a in st making 
such  re s p o n s e s ."  (447) He a lso  s ta te s  th a t 
" theories  of childhood a ttachm en ts  to  one or 
the o ther p aren t, th eo ries  o f fixa tion  a t some 
Infan tile  lev e l of sex u a l developm ent, in te r
p re ta tions of hom osexuality  a s  neuro tic  or 
psychopath ic  behavior or moral degeneracy  
and o ther ph ilosophic in te rp re ta tio n s  are  not 
supported  by sc ie n tif ic  re s e a rc h , and are 
contrary  to  the sp ec ific  data on our s e r ie s  
of fem ale h is to ries  . " (447) He does p o s tu 
la te  th a t every mammal has an  innate ca p a 
c ity  to  respond in  th is  m anner given appro
p ria te  s tim u li, and th a t if  an ind iv idual has 
her f irs t sex u a l experience w ith  a person  of 
the sam e sex  and i s ,  so  to  sp e a k , im printed 
by th is  e x p e rien ce , sh e  may le a n  tow ard 
hom osexuality  if her reac tio n  to  so c ia l con
d ition ing  does not in te rfe re . This im plies 
th a t most le sb ian s  had th e ir  f irs t  sex u a l 
experience w ith ano ther fem a le . In th e  AQ 
sam ple 11 out of 21 d id , w hile 10 had th e ir  
f irs t experience w ith a  m ale.

Kinsey hypo thesizes th a t th e  most im por
ta n t sing le  fac to r in  th e  developm ent of 
le sb ian ism  is  moral re s tra in t on prem arita l 
hetero sexual ac tiv ity  (460). One should  be 
rem inded th a t K insey 's  re se a rc h  w as done 
in  th e  la te  1940's .

K insey 's book is  u se fu l in  te rm s of s o c ia l 
h is to ry  in  th a t he l i s t s  in  a footnote some of 
th e  trad itio n a lly  held b e lie fs  about fac to rs  
contributing to  or causing  le sb ia n ism , many 
of which have been  d isc a rd e d . Among th e se  
are ; fear of pregnancy or v en e re a l d is e a s e .

h e te ro sex u a l traum a or d isappo in tm en t, s a 
tia tio n  w ith  m a le s , s o c ie ty 's  he tero sex u a l 
ta b o o s , see in g  p aren ts  in  c o i tu s , seduction  
by o ld e r fem a les , m astu rbation , endocrine 
Im b a lan ce , pen is envy and c a s tra tio n  com - 
p le s ,  fa th e r-fix a tio n  or hatred  tow ard m other, 
a con tinuation  o f a childhood 'b is e x u a l ' 
p h ase  o r a fixa tion  a t ,  or a re g re ss io n  to ,  an 
ea rly  ad o lesc en t s ta g e  of p sy ch o sex u a l de
velopm ent, d e fen se  ag a in st or a fligh t from 
in c e s tu o u s  d e s ir e s ,  and c o n s titu tio n a l, con
g e n ita l,  o r in h e rited  tra i ts  or te n d e n c ie s . 
(447-448)

C ap rio 's  book devo tes a page to  " fa lla c ie s  
and fa c ts  about le sb ia n s"  (12). One he 
m entions is  th a t " le sb ia n s  are bom  th a t w ay ."  
C aprlo ag rees  w ith  Kinsey th a t hom osexuality  
is  acq u ired , not congen ita l or in h e rite d , but 
he unfortunately  s e e s  i t  a s  "the  behav ior 
symptom of a d eep sea ted  and un reso lved  
n eu ro s is"  w hich can  be " trea ted "  by psycho 
lo g ic a l m ethods. Another " fa llacy "  he say s  
is  th a t le sb ia n s  cannot be cu red . Caprlo 
s ta te s  th a t "if th e  invert (his u sage) w ants 
(his i ta lic s )  to  be cu red , and co o p era tes  w ith  
th e  c u re , the  re s u lt  is  u su a lly  fa v o ra b le ."
He does not sp ec ify  what "cured" im p lie s .

The m ost g laring  problem w ith  Caprlo is  
th a t he pu ts le sb ian ism  in to  a ca tegory  of 
" a rre s ted  developm ent", i . e .  he s e e s  i t  only 
w ith in  a neuro tic  fram ew ork. K insey 's d e s 
c rip tio n s  are re fresh ing ly  v a lu e -fre e  by con
t r a s t .

Jess  S te a m , a ra th e r e c le c t ic  jo u rn a lis t, 
tu c k s  th e  th e o rie s  he favors in to  d esc rip tio n s  
of h is  en coun ters  w ith in  "the s e c re t world of 
th e  le s b ia n ."  Some of th e se  are ; early  forced 
sex u a l re la tio n s  w ith  men, a dom inating mo
th e r  and an in adequate  fa th e r , and ad o le sc en t 
love w ith an o ld e r woman before having a 
chance to  ex p erien ce  re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  m en. 
The danger of S te a m ’s book is  th a t i t  fo cu ses  
on th e  s e n s a tio n a l,  and its  underly ing  hypo
th e s is  seem s to  be  th a t th is  is  a b le a k , emo
tio n a lly  stormy li f e s ty le ,  a t b e s t .

C harlo tte  W olff, who favors a Freudian ap
p ro ach , in te rv iew ed  108 B ritish  le sb ia n s  du
ring  a period of five  years and  la te r  m atched 
them  w ith  a con tro l group o f n o n -le sb ia n  wo
m en. W olff em braces a c o n s titu tio n a l ex 
p la n a tio n . H ow ever, she fe e ls  there  are 
o th e r p sy ch o lo g ica l fac to rs w hich contribu te 
to  le sb ia n  developm ent. O ne of th e se  is  th a t 
th e  g irl p refers her mother to  her fa th e r, but 
th e  m other p refers a son or w anted  th e  child  
to  be a boy . W olff points out th a t in  her

sam ple alm ost a ll le sb ian s  had been  tom boys 
a s  ch ild ren . She a lso  p o s tu la te s  th a t only 
ch ild ren , tend ing  to  be o v erp ro tec ted , grow 
up to  be frigh tened  of men and therefo re  turn  
to  women. A higher percen t of le sb ia n s  in  
her sam ple w ere only or o ld e s t ch ild ren  than  
in  her con tro l group.

Wolff fina lly  s ta te s  th a t "em otional In ces t 
w ith  the m other is  Indeed the  very e s se n c e  of 
lesb ian ism " (72). So for W olff, le sb ian ism  
is  a re su lt o f sev e ra l fa c to rs , th e  underlying 
one being  a co n stitu tio n a l p red isp o sitio n  to  
i t , coupled w ith p sycho log ica l f a c to rs , the  
most im portant being  an e x c e ss iv e  love of 
th e  mother com bined w ith  a negative fa ther 
im age.

Parts of th e  AQ in terv iew  w ere d esigned  to  
te s t  the ex ten t to  w hich some of th e se  th e o 
ries  w ere borne out or con trad ic ted  by the  
ac tua l ex p e rien ces  of th e  women in terv iew ed .

The tw en ty -o n e  (all th a t have so far been  
transcribed ) open-ended tap ed  in terv iew s co
vered roughly 7 a reas  of concern; 1) the  
em otional background o f th e  women, 2) w he
th e r some of th e  above th e o rie s  about le s 
b ianism  held  up in  term s o f th e  w om en's 
own e x p e rie n c e , 3) th e  f irs t  aw areness  of 
le sb ian ism  and some o f i t s  im p lic a tio n s ,
4) re la t io n s h ip s , 5) f r ie n d s , community and 
fem inism , 6) se lf- im a g e , and 7) the  fu tu re . 
Here are  s e le c te d  findings from th e  21 taped  
in terv iew s w hich have so far been  tr a n s 
cribed;

1) The f irs t s e r ie s  of q uestions  re la ted  to  
the  w om en's fee lings about th e ir  fam ily 
backgrounds. Of the 21 women an sw ering ,
12 fe lt th e y  had a  good re la tio n sh ip  w ith  
th e ir  m o th e rs , 5 thought i t  w as probably 
good bu t th ey  did  not fee l th ey  could  ta lk  
openly w ith  th e ir  mothers , or th a t th e y  
hadn 't fe lt  c lo se  to  anyone in  th e ir  fam ily , 
w hile 4 fe lt th a t they  had experienced  a b a d , 
or too s tr ic t  re la tio n sh ip . Of 17 women 
asked  th is  q u es tio n , 11 fe lt th e ir  paren ts  had 
a good re la tio n sh ip  w ith  each  o th e r, 4 fe lt 
th e ir  p a re n ts ' re la tio n sh ip  w as b a d . Two 
w om en's paren ts  sep ara ted  w hen th ey  were 
very young.

2) Early m asturbation  w as one fac to r th e o 
rized a s  lead ing  to  le sb ia n ism . Of th e  17 
women ask ed  th is  q u es tio n , 5 had never mas 
te rb a ted  a t a l l ,  3 s ta rted  betw een th e  ages 
of 1 and 5 , 3 betw een  6 and 10, 2 betw een
11 and 15, 1 be tw een  16 and 21, 2 in  th e ir  
20 's  and 1 a t 30.

Another im portant facto r is  sa id  to  be w he
th e r  th e  f irs t sex u a l experience w as w ith  a 
fem ale or w ith a m ale. Of th e  21 women,
11 experienced  th e ir  f irs t re la tio n sh ip  w ith 
fem a les , and 10 with m ales — so  i t 's  alm ost 
even ly  d iv ided . The breakdow n of ages at 
f irs t sex u a l experience w as; 6 betw een 5-10,
9 betw een  11-15, none betw een  16-19, and 6 
in  th e ir  2 0 ' s .

3) All 21 women were ask ed  about th e  age 
they  f irs t remember being a ttrac ted  to  women.
For 4 of them it  w as betw een  1 and 5 , for 4 
o thers betw een  6-10, for 8 betw een  11-15, for
2 betw een  16-20, for 2 o thers betw een 21-29, 
and for 1 in  her th i r t ie s . The range of fee lings 
a t the  tim e of th e ir  f irs t experience w ith a 
woman fe ll in to  6 ca teg o ries ; 8 fe lt g lad , 3 
fe lt na tu ra l about i t ,  2 w ere confused , 3 fe lt 
they  had to  be s e c re t iv e , 2 fe lt bad and 2 
fe lt g u ilty .

The q u estio n  of age a t th e  tim e of f irs t re 
la tio n sh ip  w ith a woman w as answ ered by a ll 
21 women. Of them , 4 w ere betw een 11-15,
3 betw een 16-19, 13 betw een  2 0 -2 9 , and 1 in  
her th i r t ie s .  The question  "when you f irs t 
learned  you lik ed  g ir ls , did i t  occur to  you to 
model y o u rse lf after b o y s? "  had  to  do w ith 
ro lep lay ing . Of the 17 women who answ ered 
th is  q u e s tio n , 3 sa id  they  h ad , 3 o thers sa id  
they  had a t f i r s t ,  and 11_ sa id  th ey  d id n 't a t 
a ll o r th a t it  had not occurred  to  th em .

S eventeen  women answ ered  th e  question  
concerning c ircum stances or ev en ts  they  
thought may have led  to  th e ir  becom ing l e s 
b ians . Their answ ers broke down into 6 
ca teg o rie s ; 3 thought i t  might have been  due 
to  th e  in fluence of th e  w om en's movement in  
th e ir  l iv e s , 4 fe lt it might have been  due to  
an ea rly  em otional experience w ith a woman, i 
3 fe lt they  alw ays had b een  le s b ia n s ,  3 others) 
answ ered  th a t it  was due to  good experiences 
w ith w om en, 3 more a ttribu ted  it  to  bad  ex 
p eriences  w ith  men, and 1 fe lt th a t having 
been  seduced  by a woman a s  an  adult w as a 
reaso n .

S ix teen  women answ ered the re la ted  q u es
tion  of w hether being a le sb ia n  w as a con
sc io u s cho ice or som ething th a t happened to  
them . Five fe lt it ju s t  happened to  them , 6 
fe lt i t  w as a mixture in  th a t th e  fee lings might | 
have been  th e re , but i t  w as a choice to  ac t 

-  on th e m , and  5 felt i t  w as a cho ice th ey  m ade.
4) Of the 21 women, 16 are p resen tly  in 

re la tio n sh ip s  w hile 5 are n o t. Fourteen of 
th e se  are in  monogamous re la tio n sh ip s , 2 
are em otionally  monogamous but sexually



n o t. To th e  question  o f w hether the women 
fe lt they  w ere g enera lly  more m asculine 
o r fem inine than  th e ir  lovers  only 2 sa id  y e s , 
and 2 sa id  som etim es.

W hen ask ed  about th e  b e s t th ings and th e  
so u rces of conflic t in  th e ir  re la tio n sh ip s , 
sev e ra l d ifferen t q u a litie s  were m entioned. 
Some of th e  b e s t th in g s w ere: the lover w as 
e a s y  to  liv e  w ith , she w as independent, 
jo y o u s , th e y  were ab le  to  re la te  to  eac h  
o th e r w hile m aintain ing th e ir  own id e n t i t ie s , 
th e ir  re la tio n sh ip  w as m utually supportive 
and conducive to  grow th, they  shared  in 
te r e s t s ,  th e re  w as h o nesty  and tru s t ,  th ey  
supplem ented  each  o th e r, the re  w as m utual 
c a r in g , i t  w as good s e x u a lly , and for one 
co u p le , a good th ing  w as th a t they  shared  a 
strong  fem in ist com m itm ent.

Some so u rces  of co n flic t w ere: personal 
id io sy n c ra c ie s , try ing  to  find w ays to  grow 
to g e th e r a s  a couple w hile m aintaining in d e
p en d en ce , problem s of ch ild ren  and lo v e r’s 
ad justm en t to  them , je a lo u sy , finding enough 
tim e to  be to g e th e r , and  fo r o n e , a need  for 
p erso n a l re a s su ra n c e .

A se r ie s  o f questions concern ing  re la tio n 
sh ip s  w ith men were answ ered  by 20 women. 
O f th e s e ,  17 had experienced  sexual re la 
tio n sh ip s  w ith  m en, w hile 3 had no t. Of 
th e  13 who w ere ask ed  if  they  would re la te  
to  men in  th e  fu tu re , 10 rep lied  they  would 
n o t,  w hile 3 sa id  they  might under c e rta in  
c irc u m sta n c e s . Of 18 women who were 
a sk e d  i f  th e y  ev er had been  raped or forced 
in to  a sex u a l e x p e rie n c e , 5 h a d , w hile 13 
had  no t.

W hen ask ed  the  d ifference betw een men 
and women as  lo v e rs , some of th e  answ ers

w ere: i t 's  more re laxed  and natura l w ith  
women, w ith  men one has to  play ro le s ,  w ith 
women n o t, w ith men th ey  c a n 't  en joy  sex  
but they  can  w ith w om en, th e y  c a n 't  com
m unicate w ith men but can  e a s ily  w ith  women, 
women give support where men do n o t, women 
are more lov ing , and re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  
women are fe lt to  be more m eaningfu l.

When ask ed  if  th e y  would ever w ant ch il
d ren , 6 o f th e  21 women in terv iew ed  sa id  they  
have had ch ild ren  a lre a d y . Four w ould want 
children (but w ithout being  m arried ), 7 did 
not w ant to  have ch ild ren . Of the  women who 
had ch ild ren , for 5 o f th e  6 th e  ch ild ren  live 
w ith them . For 4 women th e re  w ere no pro
blem s w ith  the  ch ild ren  re la te d  to  le sb ian ism ; 
for one th e  problem w as te llin g  the  ch ild ren .
All 5 would want th e ir  daugh ters to  be le s 
b ian s  if  th e  daughters w anted  to  b e , bu t were 
more am bivalent about th e ir  sons b e c a u se  
th ey  did not w ant th e ir  sons to  grow up to  op
p re ss  women and th ey  w ere unsure th a t male 
hom osexuality  offered th e  r ic h  scope o f emo
tio n a l experience th a t th ey  fee l le sb ian ism  
o ffe rs .

Of 20 women ask ed  i f  th e y  were in  any 
fem inist g roups, 17 are p resen tly  or have 
b e e n , w hile only 3 have n o t. Again th is  may 
re fle c t th e  se le c tio n  of th e  sam p le , and not 
n e c e ssa rily  th e  genera l le sb ia n  p opu la tion .

When ask ed  w hat th e  im portant I s s u e s  were 
in  th e ir  l i v e s , su rv iva l w as m entioned by o n e , 
personal re la tio n sh ip s  by 5 , p ersonal growth 
by 5 , commitment to  the  fem in ist movement 
by 4, secu rity  for o n e se lf  o r o n e 's  ch ild ren  
by  4 , m eeting women by 2 , le g a l problem s 
connected  w ith le sb ian ism  b y  1, and 1 woman 
w as com pletely s a t is f ie d . (Several women 
m entioned more th a n  one is s u e . )

7) W hen ask ed  how th ey  w ould lik e  th e ir  
life  to  have changed five y e a rs  from now , 
again  sev e ra l ca teg o rie s  w ere m entioned .
T hese inc luded : perso n a l grow th , more free
dom, being in  a re la tio n sh ip , having a  ch ild , 
having more tim e for p e rso n a l e x p re ss io n , do 
doing sign ifican t w ork , having  more secu rity  
o r a b e tte r  jo b , and streng then ing  fem in ist 
com m itm ents.

I t should be remembered th a t th is  i s  a p re 
lim inary overview  b ased  on  52 w ritten  q u es
tio n n a ire s  and 21 tap ed  In te rv iew s. No con
c lu sio n s should  re a lly  be draw n u n til th e  re
su lts  of th e  com plete study  can  be  p re sen te d . 
Future is s u e s  w ill ex tend  th is  work — but we 
thought you 'd  w ant to  see  ou r work in  p rogress,

s i lv e rm a r ie , fa n ta sy
by Sue S ilverm arie photographs by Ruth o f  M ountain Grove

stand ing  over me 
leg s  open over my face
sh e  gleam s soft w ith  su n stream s----
facing  my fee t her hands on her hips
she  g azes  in to  th e  th ick  dark n ess  of th e  fo rest down th e  h ill from u s----
th e n  down to  th e  c lo se r  one she bends slow ly 
tran c e lik e  draw n by th e  sam e sun  sh in ing  on me—-
fe e t s t i l l  p lan ted  she com es slow ly down so  slow ly  to  re s t on my mouth 
covering my mouth w ith  th o se  open lip s  to  rev ive me
c lean  goldbrown hair ou tlin ing  the  shape  she m akes on my fa c e----
a moment
th en  the sky draw s her h ead  tow ard i t s e l f  aga in
and i draw my tongue a s  sh e  r is e s
from th e  bone to  th e  line  betw een  her cheeks
a s  she r is e s  to  w h isp er,
you are sw eet cream
m ust be ta s te d  warm but before the  sun  can s te a l  i t s  fre sh n ess  
r is e s  slow  to  hands and knees 
tu rn s h e rse lf  around in  a long motion 
a  perfect c irc le -----
her leg s move back  quie t in  th e  g ra ss  
back
her ey es  k is s in g  me from th e  cen te r  of my forehead 
down a middle lin e  t i l  she  is  kneeling  In side  my legs
ra is in g  my kn ees  like  a b reeze  liftin g  them -----
she ta lk s  a so ft g race to  th e  cream  th ick  th e re  
and drinks i t  w ith  a luxury in  her face  
t i l  the  r ich n e ss  w aves a shudder through me 
and we s ink  to  s t i l ln e s s  under th e  su n .
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M y M other and I never got along. I never 

liked her at all. Most of the time she kept telling 

me how much she hated mg guts. 'Whg don't 

gou leave?' So I did.
L: How old w ere you w hen you le f t?
T: I w as e ig h te e n .
L: P resen tly  w h a t's  your re la tio n sh ip  w ith  

your m other?
T: I h av en 't se e n  her in s ix  y e a rs .
L; Do you ta lk  to  her?
T: N o.

L: W hat was your s tep fa th e r lik e?
T: How can I te l l  you? I a lready  to ld  you 

what happened when I w as e ig h t.
L; Could you say  i t  aga in ?
T. W hen I w as e ig h t, my mother w ent on a 

tr ip . We were liv ing  in Colorado and she 
took th e  o ld e st tw ins to  have th e ir  to n s ils  
ou t. And he d ec id ed , I su p p o se , I don 't 
know w hat w as going through h is m ind, but 
he raped  me about four tim e s , and w hen my 
mother came back  I to ld  her about i t .  She 
d id n 't b e liev e  me a t f irs t,  and tried  to  beat 
the tru th  out of me. We finally  w ent to  a 
doctor and he confirm ed i t .  B asically  there 
was n o -re la tionsh ip  there w ith my s tep fa th e r . 

L: So did he leav e  th en ?
T: He le ft when I w as about n ine . We 

moved to  Philadelphia a f te r  th a t,  and he 
came and s ta r ted  hanging around until I w as 
th irteen  and then  he le ft ag a in .

L: So your m other s t i l l  put up w ith  him , 
even though she  knew w hat he d id?

T: Y eah. She would h a v e . . .  W hen she 
first found out and tried  to  make me say  it 
d id n 't happen , she w as sa tis f ie d  th a t i t  
didn t  happen . She w anted to  b e liev e  i t  ne
ver happened . I think th a t 's  rea lly  w hat she 
w an ted . . .b e c a u se  he w as real good at ma
king her feel sorry for him . I suppose he had 
his problem s to o .

L: W hich of th e  two paren ts  made most of 
the d e c is io n s ,  your s tep fa th er or your mo
th e r?

T: I th i n k . . .my m other. My s tep fa th er 
made h is  d ec isio n s  ju s t by pounding peo p le . 
My m other made the im portant d e c is io n s , 
like about money and s tu ff .

L: Between the two of them , who dom inated 
whom?

T: I would say  men alw ays dom inated my 
m other.

L: Do you th ink th e ir  re la tio n sh ip  w as a 
good o n e?

T: Noooo! N o, no , not a t a l l .
L: W as your m other very a ffec tionate  w ith 

you?
T: N o, she never touched  me in love .
L: Your s tep fa th e r?  I g u ess  he w as!
T: (laughing) Oh y e s , indeed!
L: W hich person  in  the  family would you say  

you w ere c lo se s t  to  ?
T: No on e .
L: None of the brothers and s is te r s ?
T: N o. The b ab ies  when they  w ere born. 

When I w as f if te en , the bab ies w ere bom  and 
I liked  them .

L: W hich ch ild  w as your p a re n ts ' fav o rite?
T. There were no — it w a sn 't— I m ean, 

you re th inking about a fam ily in  a fam ily- 
type w ay. This w as no t. It w as like we all 
lived  in  the sam e p la c e , but w a sn 't a fam ily . 
It w as ju s t . .  . sc rab b lin g . Everybody try ing 
to  get the  b e s t they  could out of i t .  There 
w as never enough of anyth ing . Just people 
cam e back to s leep  th e re , th a t w as a l l .
There w asn 't any 'fa v o rit ism .' There w a sn 't 
any anything. I c a n 't  exp la in  i t  to  you.

L: Yes you c a n .
T: W asn 't any th ing . We w ere a ll ju s t there  

to g e th er, and ju s t  happened to  be re la ted  
th a t 's  a l l .

L: Did your mother ever in d ica te  to y o u --  
or your s tep fa th e r—th a t they  w ished  you 'd  
been  a boy?

T: My mother u sed  to  te ll  me co n stan tly  tha t 
sh e 'd  w ished her f irs t child  had been a son

L: Oh.
T. I don t know why people are hung up on 

th a t firs t-bo rn  b it .
L: W hat kind of re s tr ic tio n s  did your mother 

put on you about w hat you could and co u ldn 't 
do sexually?

T. My bro ther and I got caught experim en
ting  w ith each  o th e r, looking a t each  o th e r, 
when we were l i t t le  k id s . And we alm ost got



t h e . . .liv in g  hell b ea t out of u s . It w as very 
re s tr ic tiv e . I m ean, my mother w as not the 
type of person  who would re s tr ic t her own 
sex  life . As far as my life  or my b ro ther’s —
I mean she w as a lo t freer w ith my b ro ther.
My b ro ther'd  come home w ith  VD or som e
thing and th a t w as fin e . 'H e w as a b oy . But 
if I s tay ed  out la te  or som eth ing , I had to  go 
through th e  inqu isition : ’W here w ere y o u ? ’ 
you know. W hatever she did w as f in e , but 
we w eren 't rea lly  allow ed to  do anything at 
a l l .

L: W hat's  your firs t memory of a sexual 
fee ling?

T: I don’t  k n o w .. .  I suppose I w as about 
e igh t years  old and I th ink  it w as in  gym 
c la s s ,  w ith my female gym te a c h e r , (laughs) 
to  te ll  you th e  tru th .

L: And before th a t you h ad n 't m asturbated 
or fe lt sex u a l?

T: No, I don’t  remember anything before 
th a t .  Before th is  whole ep iso d e  w ith  my 
s te p fa th e r , I don’t  remember much before 
th a t .  S trange . I can ’t  sa y  th a t it w as my 
s te p fa th e r 's  a ttack ing  me th a t— my mother 
blam ed th a t for me being hom osexual. I 
c a n ’t  s a y , b ecau se  I had hom osexual tenden 
c ie s  w hen I w as eight y ea rs  o ld , before th is  
ev er happened . I can ’t  'b lam e ' my s tep fa th er 
for i t .

L: W hat w as th e  thing w ith  your te a c h e r?
T: (tenderly) W ell, I re a lly  loved h e r. And 

one tim e she w as helping me up on th e  rings 
o r som ething and she touched  me and I felt 
like  I w as going to  fa ll . I w as rea l d izzy  and 
s tu ff . I d id n 't know w hat w as happening at 
th e  tim e . I thought I w as (laughs) dying or 
som eth ing . But, she w as ju s t very a ttrac tiv e  
to  me.

L: W ould you say  th a t th e  fee lin g s  you had 
for your gym te a c h e r w ere sex u a l?

T: D efin ite ly !
L: W hen did you rea lize  th a t w hat you were 

fee lin g , o ther people w ould c a ll le sb ian ism ?
T: W hen did I rea lize  i t  or when did  I admit 

i t  to m yself?
L: E ith er.
T: The rea liz in g  came long before the  adm it

tin g . I w as under the im pression  for a long , 
long tim e and I s t i l l  haven ’t  shaken  i t ,  th a t 
th is  is  wrong and b ad , b eca u se  i t 's  pounded 
in to  you th a t anything th a t i s n ’t  s tra igh t 
i s n ’t  norm al. I th ink s t i l l  som etim es I w ish  
th a t I w ere ju s t an ordinary s tra ig h t old run
around w om an. I fee l th a t ,  in  a w ay i t 's  a 
ch o ice , but in  a way i t 's  no t. I haven ’t

thought about i t  enough to  give you a good 
answ er.

L: Can you th ink  of any c ircum stances or 
even ts  th a t w ere im portant for your becom ing 
a le sb ia n ?  . .  .o r  is  it a cho ice  you m ade?

T: I th ink I am a le sb ia n , but I could have 
made a choice to  be s tra ig h t if I ’d w anted  
to .  I did try .  I w as m arried and I have a 
so n . I gave him up w hen I had him , but I 
w ent through th e  whole th in g . The w hole 
s tra ig h t s c e n e , and I rea lly  w as s tra ig h t for 
a long tim e. I t ’s ju s t th a t la te ly ,  more and 
m ore, I ’m rea lly  resen tin g  the th ings th a t are 
happening to  me. W hat men are do ing , even  
in d irec tly , I re se n t i t .  And I d o n 't fee l th a t 
I should be required  to  rep ress  my fee lin g s  
for women. I re sen t i t ,  and I ’m a very s tu b 
born person . The more people Im pose th e ir  
v a lu es  on m e, the  more I reb e l. And i t ’s 
a lw ays b een  th e re , bu t I 'm  not going to  make 
any effort anymore to  be s tra ig h t.

L: W hen you f irs t d isco v ered  or adm itted  
th a t you w ere a le sb ia n , where did you look 
for he lp?  For support?

T: There w a sn ’t  anyplace to  look . There 
w a sn ’t  anybody a t a l l .  All my g irlfriends 
w ere s tra ig h t and all in to  th is  w hole scen e  
'w e ll ,  i t ’s tim e to  get m a rr ie d .’ One g irl 
friend I had w as the type who liked  to  k is s  
and liked  to  p e t but she w ouldn’t  go any 
fu rther. She w as not 'th a t  type of p e r s o n .’ 
There w a sn ’t  anybody to  ta lk  to .  I ce rta in ly  
co u ldn 't go to  my m other! As soon as she 
found o u t, she  k icked  me out!

L: Does your m other know now th a t y o u 're  
a le sb ia n ?

T: Y eah, th a t 's  why th e  whole h a s s le  hap
pened . I w anted  to  le av e  anyw ay, bu t I had 
a 'frien d ' from h ig h sch o o l. We graduated  
from high schoo l and I spen t the  night w ith  
her graduation  n igh t— and my m other d id  not 
like  th a t ! And so  she to ld  me to  get ou t of 
the  house and not come b ack , and so I d id .

L: W as th a t the la s t  tim e you saw  h e r?
T: W ell, th a t prom pted i t .  I would have 

done it anyw ay. I w anted  out o f th a t whole 
th in g .

L: Does she  know w here you a re ?
T: No.
L: Do you know where she i s ?
T: N o. I have no id e a . E ither P h iladelph ia  

o r New Je rsey . I'm  sure she must be som e
where around.

L: W ould you say  you 're  glad you 're  a le s 
b ian  now ?

T: I w a s . Until th is  th ing  happened w ith

my friend who got m arried but—I d o n 't know . 
I ’m confused now w ith th e  p o litic s  of th e  
whole th in g . As you s a y . I'm  Iso la te d  and 
I rea lly  don’t have a chance to d is c u s s  it 
and I don’t have the chance to becom e ob
je c tiv e  about anyth ing , (emotionally) 
Everything is  su p erin ten se  for m e. I ju s t—
I don 't know anym ore. I need tim e . I 
rea lly  need to  learn  m ore.

L: If  you had to  describe  how you fe lt a -  
bout your ch ildhood, up to  age tw e lv e , in 
one w ord , what would it be ?

T: M iserab le , (laughs)
L: A word to  d escribe  your te en ag e  y e a rs?
T: M iserab le . Up u n til I was se v e n te e n ,

I w eighed 210 pounds and had no s o c ia l life  
a t a l l ,  so  le t 's  put it th a t w ay— stra ig h t or 
any o th e r k ind .

L: One word to  d escrib e  the  s ix  months you 
w ere m arried?

T: T here’s no word for i t ,  it ju s t happened . 
We both got rea lly  drunk and sa id  (mimics 
a drunk) 'O kay , le t 's  get m arried .' W e did 
i t .  We got the  lic en se  and we ju s t did i t .
And th e  firs t w eek w as ju s t  like p lay ing  
ho u se , and then  afte r th a t it ju s t w as d is 
g usting .

L: One word for the la s t  y ear?
T: S trange, th a t 's  a l l .  I t 's  co n fu sed , but 

I'm  try ing  to  lea rn  m ore, th a t 's  a ll  I can  s a y .
L: W hen you firs t learned  tha t you liked  

g i r l s , did you attem pt to  model y o u rse lf  af
te r  boys ?

T: Y eah, I d id .
L: Did you w ant to be a boy?
T: A lw ays.
L: Do you s t i l l?
T: N o.
L: How long ago did th a t  change h appen?
T: Not un til very re c e n tly . Not u n til about 

two or th ree years  ago did I stop w anting 
to  be a male b e c a u se —I mean— men have 
every th ing . M ale p riv ilege  is  rea lly  male 
p riv ileg e . I grew up w ith  my b ro ther th ir 
te en  months apart and we were ju s t  boys 
to g e th er. I was alw ays a boy w hen I grew 
up . I w as rough, p layed  boys' g am es, and 
p layed  w ith the boys and never w ent w ith 
the g ir ls .  W hat can I te l l  you? I ju s t  feel 
th a t men have it  b e tte r .

L: You had one long term  re la tio n sh ip  w ith 
a woman, is  th a t righ t?

T: N o, I had two long re la tio n sh ip s .
L: G enera lly , in  th o se  re la tio n sh ip s  do 

you feel th a t you 've been  more m asculine 
or more fem inine than  th e  o ther tw o women?

T: I feel th a t I 've  been th e  le ad e r. In both 
re la tio n sh ip s  the women have gotten  mar
ried . The f irs t woman w as a couple of 
years younger than  me and rea lly  gave me 
the Im pression tha t she d id n 't know what the 
hell w as going on . And I fe lt th a t I sort of 
led  her— seduced  her. I d id . I mean it w as 
her f irs t ex p erien ce . And the second woman 
w as tw elve years older th a n  me, and (laugh) 
it w as a lso  her firs t ex p erien ce . In e ffec t,
I seduced  her a lso . I d id n 't feel the  role 
of the seducer so strongly  b ecause  of the 
age d ifference . But I 'v e  alw ays b een  what 
you ca ll the ag g resso r. And I ’m not aggres
s iv e , I d on 't feel I am anyw ay. As far as 
th a t g o es , (sm iles) som ebody 's got to!

L: About how many women in  all have you 
been  lovers w ith?

T: I would say  about sev en .
L: Do you s e e  changes o r patterns in th e se  

re la tio n sh ip s?
T: Yeah, I alw ays get Involved w ith  people 

who are very— w ell, you could c a ll i t  d eep , 
very in tro sp ec tiv e  ty p e s , who like to  an a
lyze s itu a tio n s  and I ju s t don’t —I don 't 
know w hy, b ecau se  I rea lly  don’t  dig tha t 
when people s it  around and say  'W hy did I 
do th a t and why did you do th a t ? ’ I rea lly  
hate th a t.  But I alw ays get involved w ith 
very bright wom en, I mean educationally  
alo t of degrees and a ll th is  garbage , and 
very good backgrounds. S ocia lly  accep tab le  
peop le . I d o n 't know, I suppose somehow I 
must choose them (sm iles) even though I 
profess not to  like th a t ty p e .

L: Have eac h  of your re la tio n sh ip s  been 
good for you sex u a lly ?

T: I would say  I had a couple of re la tio n 
sh ips which h av en 't been  rea lly  b ecau se  the 
women involved would perm it me to  make 
love to  them but w ouldn 't make love to me 
b ecau se  they  w eren 't 'in to  th a t . '  It d idn 't 
la s t  long , but there are people around like 
th a t.  I seem  to  find ones who w ill—who 
like to  have love made to  them but who 
don’t want to  do it  them selves or c a n ’t  bring 
them selves to  do i t .  (laughs) W hat can I 
te ll  you? I alw ays run in to  the nu ts!

L: Your la s t  re la tio n sh ip , how long ago did 
tha t end?

T: It ended a couple of years ag o , as far 
as being lo v e rs , but a y ea r ago as  far as 
speak ing  a t a l l .

L: W hat w ere some of th e  ways th a t th a t 
re la tio n sh ip  w as good for you?

T: I ju s t—I loved her. T hat’s a ll I can



th ink o f . I ju s t loved her w hatev e r. Some
tim es we fought and som etim es I d id n 't like 
her bu t I s t i l l  loved h e r. I s t i l l  d o , I g u e s s .

L: W hat do you th ink  are th e  co n flic ts  tha t 
te rm inated  the re la tio n sh ip ?  W hat happened 
a t th e  end?

T: She had p ressu re  from her p a re n ts . She 
lived  w ith  her paren ts  and her s i s te r .  You 
know , an I ta lia n  C atho lic  family, th e  p res
sure on her to  marry and conform . She never 
rea lly  adm itted  the  fac t th a t she could be 
hom osexual. There w as ju s t a lo t of p ressure 
on her to  marry—the whole ro le th in g . So 
she d id .

L: W as she dating  w hile she w as living 
w ith you?

T: N o. She d id n 't date  b eca u se  she w as— 
she a lso  had had a w eight problem  and she 
had lo s t a lo t o f w eigh t. She re a lly  lo s t alo t 
of w e ig h t. She came down from 300 pounds— 
—th is  w as before I met her— down to  about 
a s iz e  fou rteen . She w as in  her early  th ir
t ie s  and never rea lly  d a ted . I th ink  when 
she  did meet m e, it d id n ’t  s ta r t ou t to  be 
anything but i t  ju s t happened . I don 't know ,
I th ink  I w as a lo t more involved  th an  she 
w a s . T h a t 's  the  w ay it a lw ays goes for m e.
I c a n 't  s a y .  I don 't know w hat she  fe lt .  She 
had a lo t of p ressu re  on her to  m arry, so  when 
she met a man who proposed to  her, she mar
ried  him .

L: How im portant w as sex  in  th a t re la tio n 
sh ip ?

T; It w as m oderately  im portan t, I suppose .
I m ean, i t  w as b eau tifu l, it w as en joyab le .
It w as not so  good som etim es, b e tte r  some
tim e s— you know— regu la r old peo p le .

L: You w ere m arried to  one m an, were you 
having a sex u a l re la tio n sh ip  w ith  him?

T: I had se x  w ith m any, many men trying 
to  be s tra ig h t, b e liev e  me!

L: W ould you co n sid er i t  now ?
T; N o.
L: In the  fu tu re?
T; I d o n 't know w h a t's  going to  happen in  

th e  f u tu r e . . .1 might get bounced  on the head 
and get a co n cu ss io n  and be s tra ig h t when I 
w ake u p , I d o n 't know . Right now , the 
thought m akes me i l l .  B a s ic a lly , I ju s t 
d o n 't like  m en.

L; How did you u su a lly  feel w hen you w ere 
having se x  w ith a m an?

T; I fe lt th a t I w anted  it over w ith .
L: Did you reach  orgasm s w ith  men?
T: O nly tw ice  and only  w hen they  went 

down on me, u sed  th e ir  m outh, th e ir  tongue .

w hatever you w ant to  c a ll i t .  But I 'v e  never 
been  ab le to  w ith  ju s t  the  m an's penis in  me. 
Ugh. T h a t's  not w here i t 's  a t ,  a t a ll!

L: Could you te l l  me a li t t le  more about 
w hat happened when your s tep fa th er raped 
you? W hat happened a fte r th a t?

T: I ju s t remember b a s ic a lly ,  I m ust have 
been  a s lee p  and I woke up in  h is  b ed . He 
must have come in  my bedroom and carried  
me in  th e re . I remember he had his t - s h i r t  
o n , and nothing e l s e .  And I remember him 
tak ing  my c lo th es  o ff . He d id n 't ju s t  jump 
on me and force his pen is  in  m e, it  w as like  
g radual. He tried  to  s e t me at e a se  f ir s t ,  
and I remember I w as ju s t te rr if ie d . I 
co u ld n 't even  move. F in a lly , he ju s t—I 
su p p o se , I mean as  I look b a c k , he must 
have become too  ex c ited  to  w ait and ju s t did

i t .  He ju s t pushed in  me and—I mean re a lly , 
it  w as very p a in fu l. I d o n 't th ink I 'l l  ever 
forget th a t .  I had to  go to  the h o sp ita l for 
s t i t c h e s .

L: Oh god . W ell, d id n 't he have to  face 
up to  th a t ?

T: Y eah, I to ld  my m other. She would not 
—I w ent to  a C atho lic  h o sp ita l, and she ju s t 
re fu sed  to  te l l  th e  doctors what happened .
So th e y  trea ted  me and I went home and th e n , 
as I s a id ,  s>'e b ea t me a lo t to make me say  
I l ie d . And I sa id : 'How could I l i e ?  T here 's  
the e v id e n c e . I w ent to  th e  h o sp ita l.
R ig h t? ' I th ink he did it to  hurt h e r, I re a lly  
do . They w eren 't ge tting  along , and he knew 
I w a s n 't  h is .  Somehow th a t must have 
p layed  a part in  i t ,  b eca u se  he d id n 't bo ther 
any of th e  re s t o f th e  k id s . I th ink  tha t must

have b een  i t .  He w as try ing to  hurt her! He 
w as try ing  to  hurt me, to o . And so he ju s t 
did it th e  b e s t w ay he cou ld . He rea lly  did 
a good jo b .

L: L egally  w a sn 't th e  ho sp ita l responsib le  
to  find out w hat happened ?

T: I d o n 't—there  w as a th ing w ith the law 
y e rs , and my mother w as going to  p ress  
charges and then  she made me te l l  them I 
lie d , so  th ey  dropped every th ing . I d o n 't 
remember the whole th in g . There w as a big 
h a s s l e . . .  th a t w as th e  first tim e I ever 
heard the word 'ra p e . '

L: You sa id  you w ere married and had a 
c h ild . You w ere m arried for s ix  months ?

T: N o, I d id n 't have a child  by him. It 
w as befo re .

L: W hat happened w ith  th a t ?
T: It w as during the tim e I w as floating 

around—I w as doing m eth and speed  and I 
w as ju s t  going around on the s t r e e t s . This 
guy p icked  me up— a b lack  guy— and I went 
home w ith  him . I d id n 't even  stay-r-I remem
ber g e ttin g  up and le av in g —and I never 
thought about it ag a in . That w as in M ay.
And th en  I came back and around July I found 
out I w as pregnan t. I rea lly  tried  to  find an 
ab o rtio n is t and I ju s t d id n 't have the money, 
people w anted  $500 for the ch eap est one 
and I ju s t  cou ldn’t  do i t .  So I had the baby .

L: W as having the ch ild  free?
T: Y eah, the  h o sp ita ls  w on 't turn  you.aw ay 

if  you d o n ’t  have any th ing . I had th is  idea 
th a t I w anted to  keep, th e  k id , and they  kept 
me in  such  a fog w ith tho raz ine  and s tu ff , I 
w as out o f i t .  I d o n 't remember sign ing  any
th in g . . .  I don 't rem em ber. I g u ess  I did it 
though . I signed  him aw ay.

L: How do you feel about th a t now?
T: I t 's  alw ays bothered  me. I w anted tha t 

b a b y . T ypical m other r o le , righ t ?
L: W ould you co n sid er having a child  

ag a in ?
T: No. Not ag a in . It w as too  much the  

firs t t im e . I w ou ldn 't have done it on pur
p o se . Have you ev er had a bab y ?  I t 's  not 
fun. I d id n 't like  i t .  I d id n 't have anybody 
to  help  m e , and I ju s t  w ent through the 
w hole th ing  m yself.

L: Are you kind of g la d , or how do you feel 
in re tro sp e c t?

T: It s n eb b ish y . I'm  glad th a t I don 't have 
th e  re sp o n s ib ility  of th is  ch ild , and I'm  not 
b ecau se  I re a lly —I dream  of i t— and I wake 
up and I fee l lik e  I'm  going through it  over 
and over ag a in . Always a t n igh t. I work in



th e  daytim e and It k eep s  me b u sy  but at 
n igh t th e re 's  nothing you can  d o . You have 
to  be alone w ith  y o u rse lf  and you have to  be 
q u ie t. T h ere 's  nobody around you so  you 
have to  th in k . I t 's  a lw ays the  w orst tim e.

I ’m very u p se t about i t ,  re a lly . I did w ant 
th e  baby . I t 's  b e tte r  th a t I d o n 't have i t ,  I 
g u e s s ,  though . I t 's  hard  enough to  tak e  
care  of m yself, le t  a lone  a c h ild .

• • •
L: These q u es tio n s  are  in a d ifferen t a re a . 

Could you d esc rib e  b a s ic a lly  w hat you like 
about y o u rse lf?

T: I fee l I'm  fa irly  b rig h t. And I lik e  my 
m usic  and I lik e  th e  th in g s I'm  do ing . I like 
th e  th ings I'm  read ing  and I lik e  the th ings 
I'm  learn ing . And I have a long w ay to  go .

L: W hat do you see  a s  the  is s u e s  in  your 
life  now—the th ings you 're  s trugg ling  w ith ?

T: I want to  learn  about m yself and o ther 
w om en. I w ant to  le a rn  and I w ant to  help  
— u s ,  you know . I w ant to  g e t out from 
under men! In  every w ay.

L: W hat don’t  you lik e  about yo u rse lf and 
w hat kinds of th ings would you like  to  
change ?

T: W ell, I 'd  lik e  to  lea rn  m ore. I 'd  like  to 
know m ore. I ’d like  to  stop  being so 
nervous w ith p e o p le . I feel lik e  I'm  too  shy 
in  some w a y s . I d o n 't go out to  meet peo p le , 
I w a it for som eone to  come to  m e. I t  d o e sn 't  
happen  th a t w ay . I w ish  I ju s t  fe lt more at 
e a s e  w ith m y se lf, a s  far as speak ing  or 
anyth ing  e l s e .  I ju s t  am not ag g ress iv e  at 
a l l .

L: How do you fee l about th e  w ays you 're  
spending  your tim e ?

T: I feel lik e  I'm  ju s t  p a ss in g  through th is  
tim e in  my life  on th e  w ay to  som ething e l s e .  
E xcept for my m usic I 'm  not doing any th ing . 
I 'm  w aiting  for som eth ing . I g u ess  th a t 's  
th e  way a lo t o f us are  going to  d ie , w aiting  
for som eth ing .

L: How has th e  w ay you 're  feeling  about 
y o u rse lf  changed s in c e  you 've  been  say ing  
th a t you 're  a le sb ia n  and not a b l- s e x u a l or 
w h atev e r?

T: I stopped  try ing  to  s le e p  w ith m en. It 
w as rea lly  d isg u s tin g  and I can  stop  th a t 
now . I d on 't have to  p lay  gam es anymore 
and  th a t g a rb a g e .

L: Have you ev er b e e n  to  a  th e ra p is t?
T: Y es.
L: R elated to  your le sb ia n  fee lin g s  ?
T: Y e s , and th e  fa c t th a t I ’m su ic id a l.  I 

w a s , I had tr ie d  to  commit su ic id e  four

tim es and— it w as p ressu re  from my friend , 
Kathy. She sa id  th a t if  I w ou ldn 't go to  a 
th e ra p is t ,  sh e 'd  leave me. I would p rac 
tic a lly  do anything for her to  s tay  w ith  me, 
b a s ic a lly .  It w as very u n h ea lth y . He w as— 
tw enty  five do llars  a sho t! He d id n 't do 
anything for m e, he s a t th e re  and looked at 
m e . I m ean , w hat cah  a man do for me ? In 
any w ay. If I w anted to  go to  a th e ra p is t 
now , I would try  to  find a w om an. And pre
ferably  a le sb ia n . B ecause I w on 't go  to  a 
s tra ig h t woman— s h e 's  going to  fuck over my 
h ead , ju s t  like  a m an. I re a lly  feel th a t 
s tra ig h t women can  do ju s t a s  bad th in g s  to 
you as m en. Maybe w o rse , b eca u se  th ey 're  
women and you 're  more vu lnerab le  to  them .

I have a couple a t work who keep coming 
on and coming o n , and back ing  off, u n til you 
fee l like you 're  going to  go c raz y , I m ean, 
w hat the  he ll do they w ant from you? I t 's  
some kind of a trip  for them . You're a ttrac ted  
to  them , but they  would 'n e v e r ' —

L: But do th ey  know about you?
T: Y eah, I ta lk  to  most peop le  a t w ork. 

Except my b o s s .  To my fr ien d s—everybody 
know s. I to ld  you . Along w ith  stopp ing  
sleep in g  w ith  m en. I'm  ou t.

rm not gonna hide ang- 
more! What can they do, 
bnrn me at the stake, 
kill me? , ,I w ish  they  w ould . 
Rather th an  not be f r e e , I w ould ra th e r  d ie .

L: Your job is  the only th in g ?
T: If  they  fire m e, th e y 'l l  have to  find  some 

o th e r ex cu se  and (defiantly) I ’ll get ano ther 
job! I ' l l  l iv e . I'm  gonna su rv ive! I don 't 
have to  liv e  h e re . You s e e  I d o n 't have any 
fu rn itu re . I'm  ready to  go . Any m inu te. It 
might be ju s t  w hat I n eed . I'm  in  a ru t.

• • • • •
L: How many o ther le sb ia n s  do you know?
T: I c a n 't  say  I know an y . My friend who 

got m arried would never adm it i t .  T h a t 's  a l l .  
1 don 't know anybody e l s e .  The only  people 
I know now profess to  be s tra ig h t.

L: Are th e re  any gay bars ?
T: I d o n 't know . I know th e re  are b a rs  men 

go to  . I d o n 't know any th a t women go to .

I know tha t some women go to the men’s b a rs , 
but I don 't s e e  how you 'd  ev er be com fortable 
th e re .

L: How im portant have alcohol and drugs 
been in your life ?

T: They were very im portant, the point of 
my e x is ten ce  for m any, many m oons.

L: B riefly , w hat happened w ith your drug 
experience ?

T: W ell, I had alw ays smoked g ra s s .  My 
brother turned me on when I was tw e lv e . ,  . 
it  w as alw ays in  the h o u se . My m other's 
friends smoked g ra s s— my mother tu rned  me 
on . I snorted  m eth, and d id  p s ilo cy b in , 
m escaline and acid  and th e n  I w ent out to  
schoo l and snorted  heroin and sp eed . I 
s ta rted  sk in-popping  h ero in , and then  I 
s ta rted  m ainlining b ecau se  the sk in-popping  
w asn ’t  ge tting  there fa s t enough. My friend , 
who I w as going w ith th e n , w as a b lack  
womari and a  very big repu ta tion  on cam pus. 
She had more women than  any man ever 
thought about! (laughs) And she w as ju s t  
a very destru c tiv e  perso n . Her whole th ing  
was how many women she could g e t .  It 
was a very male th ing . She did h ero in , so  
I s ta rted  doing i t .  W hat do I know ? I 
didn’t re a liz e — it  w as the pregnancy th in g — 
it never dawned on me I would get p regnan t.

It never daw ned on me tha t I would g e t ad 
d ic ted . I never thought about i t .  I ju s t  did 
i t .  I liked  i t .  I ju s t kept doing it and then  
I tr ied  to  stop  o nce . I tried  to  stop and I 
rea lly  got s ic k . And then  it  dawned on me 
tha t I needed i t .

L: How long were you a c tu a lly  on it ?
T: For alm ost two years I w as add ic ted  to  it .
L: How did you get the money to  m aintain 

i t .
T: I worked in  the c a fe te r ia . I s to le . I 

so ld  a ll my books, every th ing . And my 
friend knew  a lo t of people and she brought 
it hom e. Out there I had about a th irty  or 
forty d o lla r a day h a b i t . . .th e  sh it was cut 
down a l o t . . ,I  don 't th ink there was enough 
heroin to  get you off, re a lly , but it w as 
enough to  get you hooked. It w as enough 
to make it very uncom fortable when you 
s to p p ed .

L: How did you happen to  end th a t?
T: I knew  I w anted off i t ,  and I knew th a t 

I w anted h e lp , and I went to  th e  c lin ic  a t 
school and th ey  sa id  th a t th ey  d id n 't have 
any fa c ilit ie s  to  help me. So they  w anted 
me to  go to  a th e ra p is t and I sa id  tha t I 
cou ldn 't u se  a th e ra p is t now. I w anted to  
get off th e  s tu ff . They com mitted me to  the 
s ta te  h o s p i ta l . . .and  I went co ld  tu rkey .



L: How long did th a t take  ?
T: The s ic k n e s s ,  getting  off i t ?  I th ink  

I was re a lly  bad s ick  for two or th ree  d a y s , 
and then  I w as shaky for about two w eek s .
To get to w here I Just rea lly  d id n 't w ant it 
anymore to o k  about a month.

L: And you stayed  there  a ll th a t tim e ?
T: I w as com m itted, I co u ldn 't get o u t. I 

s tay ed  th e re  for s ix  m onths.
L: W hat happened during your experience 

there  a fte r you were able to  be w ith  people ?
T: You're not ever 'w ith ' anybody in  a s ta te  

h o sp ita l. . . th e y 'r e  a ll rea lly  s ick  th e re ,  ju s t 
like  a bunch  of an im als , and th a t 's  the  way 
they  tre a t y ou . They keep you sed a te d  to  
the  point w here you c a n 't  even  se e  o r ta lk  
or walk o r any th ing . The n u rses  are ju s t  
try ing  to  k eep  everybody from k illing  eac h  
o the r.

L: After th is  happened you co u ld n 't go back 
to  c o lle g e ?

T: I did go b ack . I went back to  Joanne, 
and w hen I cam e b a c k , she w as w ith  another 
woman. And then  I cut my w r is ts ,  and then  
I w as back  In a private h o sp ita l for a w h ile , 
and ev id en tly  Mr. R ockefeller (her sch o la r
ship) paid  for th a t to o . I g u ess  th a t 's  who 
paid for i t .  And th e n  I le f t .  D on 't a sk  me 
why— it w as not th e  fac t th a t she  w as w ith 
another woman when I came b a c k , b ecau se  
I think I could have lived  w ithout her. I t 's  
ju s t the fac t th a t I had stopped w anting to  
liv e . I w as  tired  of th e  h a s s le .  I fe lt tha t 
a ll my life  w as one h a s s le ,  i t  never en d ed .

It ju s t k ep t getting  w o rse . And a s  soon as 
I came back  they  w ere offering  me f ix e s , and 
dope, and I fe lt ,  'M y god , I ju s t w ent through 
th is  s h i t ,  and  here th ey  a r e ,  try ing to  give i t  
to  me , '  and I ju s t d id n 't th in k  I could  re s is t 
i t ,  and I d id n 't  w ant to  be  a liv e .

L: So th e n  you le ft c o lle g e —
T: I had to .  It w as a  m atter of su rv iv a l, 

(laughs) I f  I 'd  s tay ed  th e re  I would have 
been  dead  one way or the o ther— e ith e r  phy
s ic a lly  or em otionally . I don ’t  know which 
is  w o rse .

L: The drug th ing  d id n 't p e rs is t a f te r  you 
le f t?

T; I h a v e n 't  done sm ack a t a l l .  I d id n 't 
touch  i t ,  bu t I s t i l l  sm oke. I fee l th a t is  
tame com pared to  w hat I 'v e  been  through. 
M ostly  now I drink and a l i t t le  h ash  and a 
li tt le  g r a s s . . .

L: Do you have friends now who are men?
T: I have one friend w h o 's  a m an. H e's 

gay . I d o n 't  like  h is — w hat do you ca ll i t?  — 
h is m ate .

L: D oes th e  fact th a t th e y 're  gay make it 
b e tte r?

T: Y eah. I t d o e sn 't a l te r  th é  fac t tha t 
th e y 're  m en, and I d o n 't l ik e  th a t .  But I do 
like John b e c a u se  h e 's  a very se n s itiv e  per
son . He seem s not to  be  such  a  p ig . And 
I can ta lk  to  him a l i t t le  b i t .  But he needs 
me to o  much so I have to  s ta y  aw ay from h im , 
b ecau se  he drains m e . . .  Em otionally  he ju s t 
w ants so  m uch. He w an ts  to  ta lk  about what 
D avid 's b een  doing to  h im . . .  But a s  far as 
any o th e r men frien d s , I d o n 't have any. I 
d o n 't lik e  men.

L: Have you ev er been  in  any k ind  of fem
in is t g roup?

T: N o.
L: People use  d ifferen t w ords — 'le s b ia n , ' 

'd y k e , ' 'g a y . ' Do th o se  have d ifferen t 
m eanings for you ?

T: Y eah. 'G ay ' to  me i s  not m e. I t 's  not 
le sb ia n , i t 's  the m en. 'G a y ' is  a stup id  
word to  m e. I u se  i t  b e c a u se  I'm  used  to  i t .  
And 'd y k e ' m eans b u tc h . I t 's  lik e  rea l tough . 
I d o n 't l ik e  th a t word e i th e r .  I d o n 't feel 
th a t i t 's  m e. 'L esb ian ' i s  ju s t th e  word th a t 
it i s ,  th a t 's  a l l .

L: How com m itted do you feel to  p a rtic ip a 
ting  in  any  kind o f a c tio n  in  th e  w om en's 
m ovem ent?

T: Very com m itted. I fe e l th a t I need to 
learn  a lo t more though . I fee l lik e  I'm  very 
ignorant and I w ish  th a t the re  w ere availab le

The judge asked me if I

was a lesbian. I said: ‘Yes, 
I’m a lesbian.’

He said: ‘Case d ism issed.’
a book l i s t ,  to  educa te  y o u rse lf , rea lly  
se r io u s ly . Things th a t you need  to  le a rn . 
B ecause i t 's  rea lly  a b a t t le .  We have to  
lea rn  to  fight w ith  our m inds. We have to  
le a rn  more about o u rse lv es  so we can  fight 
th i s .  B ecause we ce rta in ly  c a n 't  fight men 
p h y s ica lly . And, a t th e  ra te  w e 're  going 
now, we c a n 't  fight them  any other.w ay e i 
th e r . B ecause they  have a ll th e  c a rd s . They 
do . They have a ll th e  s tre n g th , they  have 
every th ing . And I 'l l  be dam ned, a fte r th a t 
la s t  ep isode  I had w ith th a t guy , punching 
on m e, I'm  not going to  g e t in to  any  s itu a 
tion  where I ' l l  be b a ttlin g  w ith a man p h y si
ca lly  .

L: W hat happened?
T: W ell, th is  friend o f m ine, th is  woman—

I w as ju s t  ta lk in g  to  her and h e , he-—a s  I 
s a id ,  everyone knows I'm  a le sb ia n — and he 
accu sed  me of trying to  seduce  h is  w ife! 
There w as nothing like  th a t inv o lv ed , I ju s t 
like  to  ta lk  to  her. We w eren 't a ttrac ted  to 
each  o ther in  th a t w ay. I w as n o t. She is  
s tra ig h t. And he came in  one n ig h t, d runk , 
and we were s ittin g  in  th e  k itch en  and he a c 
cu sed  me of try ing  to  seduce  h is  wife and he 
sa id  'I f  I w anted to  a c t lik e  a m an, I could 
fight like  a m a n .' So h e— afte r  th e  f irs t time 
he hit me I d o n 't rem em ber. He h it me so 
hard and it w as ju s t  a ll over. The f irs t time 
he hit m e, he broke my n o se , knocked my 
front to o th  o u t, he m ust have h it me ag a in , 
b ecause  my jaw  w as broken a ls o .  I d o n 't 
rem em ber. I m ean, I d id n 't  have a chance!
So even if  I had been  a m an, I co u ld n 't have 
re ta lia te d .

L: W hat did th e  woman th ink  of a ll  th is  ?
T; I remember her scream in g , and  the po

lice  cam e, and I w as ta k e n  to  th e  h o sp ita l, 
and had my jaw  w ired and my nose  repaired . 
They co u ld n 't save th e  to o th . And I took him 
to  cou rt, and he went th rough th is  whole 
th ing  about how I w as a known le s b ia n , how 
I w as seducing  h is w ife , try ing  to  ta k e  her 
aw ay from her husband . And th e  judge asked

me if  th is  w as tru e , w as I a le sb ia n . I said : 
'Y es, I'm  a le s b ia n . ' And th e n  he d id n 't ask 
me if the re s t of i t  w as tru e . He sa id : 'C ase  
d is m is s e d . ' He sa id : *I'm not gonna s it  he re . 
This is  r id ic u lo u s . ' i sa id : 'W hat about the 
fa c t tha t th is  guy b ea t me u p ? ' He sa id : 
'Look, w hat can  I te l l  you? You want to  go 
around ac tin g  lik e —you w ant to  put yourself 
on d isp lay ?  You w ant to  come into court and 
say  you are a le sb ia n , you have to ta k e  what 
you g e t . '

(outraged) It rea lly  happened! I had a 
le g a l aid law yer b ecau se  I cou ldn 't afford a 
law yer. I ju s t  w alked out o f there  w ith  my 
mouth open! No m atter w hat I am. How does 
th e  fact th a t I'm  a le sb ia n  a l te r  the fac t tha t 
th is  guy sm ashed  me ? !

L: You had le g a l problem s ?
T. Yeah. If  i t  had been  my own law yers I 

th ink  som ething could— (angry)— my law yer 
d id n 't open h is mouth! I th ink  he— as soon 
as  he found out I w as g ay , i t  w as a ll over.
He d id n 't open h is m o u th .. .  I rea lly  learned  
my le s so n . If  you w onder why I'm  an iso la 
t io n is t ,  h e re 's  one exam ple, th a t exper
ie n c e .

L: W as there  any sp ec ia l problem involved 
In your re la tio n sh ip  w ith  Joanne b ecau se  she 
w as b lack?

T. Yeah. I th ink  she re a lly  w as pushing 
i t ,  rea lly  heavy lay ing  on i t ,  b ecause  a lso  
a t th a t tim e the re  w as th is  whole s e p a ra tis t 
movement w ith th e  b lack  dorm , and M artin

a i



Luther King, and it w as a big th in g . You 
w eren 't allow ed in  th e  black dorm, and they  
d id n 't a s so c ia te  w ith  w hite p eo p le . Except 
I w as from a b lack neighborhood and I w as 
on a sch o la rsh ip  w ith  a ll  b lack  people ex 
cept four In d ian s , and  I d id n 't know any
thing about th e se  rich  white p eo p le . The 
people I could re la te  to  were th e  b lack  peo
ple , bu t they  w eren 't re la ting  to  me a t a ll 
b eca u se  I w as w h ite . I rea lly  fee l she 
loved me, you know . I rea lly  cared for her 
but I co u ldn 't put th e  world 'lo v e ' to  i t .
But she  w as to m  betw een  th a t and th is  black 
th in g .

L: Would you co n s id e r having a re la tio n 
sh ip  w ith a  b lack  woman now?

T: C erta in ly . If I loved  her, or if  I cared 
about her, why n o t?  (laughs) I t 's  no d if
ference to  m e. People who make the d if
fe ren ce , i t 's  in  th e ir  own h ead s .

L: W ould you co n sid e r re la ting  to  a woman 
w ho 's in  a very d ifferen t age group?

T: Yep.
L: How about to  a woman w ho 's  not a fe

m in ist?
T: That w ould be h a rd . I spoke to  a  woman 

in  th e  lib rary  the o th e r  day— I took out DJuna 
B arnes’ book and I had  Just put back Phyllis 
C h e s le r 's  book— sh e  asked  me how i t  w as 
and I sa id : 'O h , i t ' s  b eau tifu l. It rea lly  
has some th in g s to  s a y . You should  read  it 
if  you 're  curious to  find out som ething about 
th e  w om an's m ovem ent.' She sa id : 'O h , I 
d o n 't want to  know about t h a t . ' And i t  turns 
me off! If you d o n 't even  w ant to  learn  any
th ing  about i t ,  th a t 's  a p itifu l shape to  be in .

A I L E ' E T E B t  F H R O I MI  i r E S S T

L: How would you lik e  your life  to  be 
changed five years  from now ? W hat would 
you like  to  be doing?

T: I d o n 't know. I hope to  be happy. I hope 
to  be w ith som eone I love by th e n . I ' l l  be 
th irty  years o ld . I hope some changes w ill 
be m ade. I hope to  be further along w ith my 
m usic and I hope to  be  in  a d ifferen t p la c e . 
And I hope to  have learned  a lo t.  Maybe you 
w ill think about pub lish ing  a good book lis t 
to  educa te  women.

Septem ber 4 , 1973

D ear Laurel and G ina ,
R eceived your le t te r  to d a y . I 'm  glad  you 

w rote as  I w as concerned  about w hether you 
would make i t  back  s a fe ly . I t a lready  seem s 
lik e  y ears  s in ce  we ta lk e d . I lik ed  you both  
very  much an d , even  though you were here 
such  a short tim e , I m issed  you when you 
le f t .  There w as a lo t I would have liked  to  
ta lk  about w ith  you .

I went in to  NYC to  th e  W om en's C enter 
on  W est 20th S t, to  h ear L avender Jane. Lav
en d er Jane is  (a re?) tw o women who s in g , 
p lay  m usic to g e th er and gen era lly  ce leb ra te  
being  women and le s b ia n s .  I t w as very 
crow ded but i t  seem ed much more rea l to  me 
th a n  the  la s t  tr ip .  M aybe my head  w as a 
l i t t le  more to g e th er to o . Everything seem s 
su p er in te n se  to  m e, p o ss ib ly  b eca u se  of my 
re la tiv e  is o la tio n . I 'v e  go tten  so  u sed  to  
being  alone th a t i t 's  a lm ost hard for me to  be 
w ith  an y o n e . Somehow I have acqu ired  the 
rep u ta tio n  of being  aloo f w hen th e  tru th  is  
I 'm  u su a lly  Ju st a fta id  to  make th e  f irs t move 
b e c a u se  I'm  afra id  of be ing  re je c te d . I re a 
liz e  th is  is  th e  w ay m ost women have been  
tra in ed  to  be and th e  only  w ay I can  ever 
overcom e i t  i s  by re a liz in g  who d id  th is  to  me 
and why and th e n , d irec tin g  my anger tow ard 
rem oving th e  source  o f my o p p re ss io n . W hen 
I can  allow  m yself to  re a lly  le t  go and be as  
angry a s  I w ant and need  to  be -  i t  bum s the  
po ison  from my mind and I am th a t much c lo 
se r  to  being  a free human b e in g . I th ink  
th a t 's  probably  ex ac tly  why women have b een  
tra in ed  from Infancy on to  alw ays be p a tien t 
and never lo se  th e ir  tem per (even when they  
do i t  i s  a lm ost a lw ays an  anger th a t i s  tu rned  
inw ard and  d es tru c tfu l to  th em se lv es  o r to  
o ther w om en). M en have a lw ays b e litt le d  u s  
and our a ttem pts to  ex p re ss  anger as c ra z y -  
n e ss  o r ou tbursts  o f c h i ld is h n e s s .  Men 
would never w ant u s  to  le a rn  how powerful 
and h ea lthy  re a l anger can  b e , o r how strong  
i t  can  make u s .

I rece n tly  s ta r te d  tak ing  Karate le s s o n s ,  
am determ ined never to  be p h y sica lly  hurt 
ag a in . I d on 't th ink  I would ever hurt ano ther 
woman but I would ce rta in ly  do my b es t to  
lay  some te rrib le  hurt on any man who ever 
tr ie s  anyth ing  w ith  me or anyone I care for 
ag a in . The only w ay they  can  ge t rid  o f me 
is  to  shoot me G’d b e tte r  not say  th a t too 
loud). I 'd  b e tte r  end  th is  book so o n . I'm  
rea lly  looking forward to  the next A .Q . and 
maybe I ' l l  even  get up enough nerve soon to  
send you some of my w ork.

Love,
Terry



grina

changes :
M any tim es during the  summer women ask ed  

"Why and how did you s ta r t Amazon O uarter- 
^ ? "  We gave many a n sw e rs .

On th e  m ost pub lic  le v e l , Laurel and I s ta r 
te d  Amazon Q uarterly  b e c a u se  i t  needed to  be 
d one . There w as no m agazine of the quality  
we could  im ag in e , pub lish ing  from a le sb ia n  
fem in ist p e rsp e c tiv e — even  The Ladder w as 
fo ld ing .

To dig  a l i t t le  d eep e r— in  August 1972 we 
had ju s t  re tu rned  to  O akland  a f te r  a tw o- 
month p u rsu it of "a rt"  in  th e  "peacefu l s o l i 
tude"  of "the c o u n try ."  W e brought back  p iles  
of m anuscrip ts  and draw ings and a boredom 
th a t bordered  on h y s te r ia . After two months of 
speak in g  to  no one but e a c h  o th e r, we found 
th a t in  the  c ity  we w ere re a lly  Just a s  is o la t
ed -----W here w ere th e  a r t is ts  and  w riters who
w ere w orking out o f a s e n s ib il i ty  s im ilar to  
o u rs?  In o th e r w ords , w here w ere the  le sb ia n  
fem in ist w rite rs  and a r t i s ts ?

Amazon Q uarterly  w as in  a w ay a f ish -h o o k , 
as  Laurel w ould put i t .  We knew  th a t out 
th e re  in  th e  world th e re  m ust be o ther women 
w ho, lik e  u s ,  w ere try ing  to  c rea te  new ways 
of liv in g  b a se d  on  th e ir  w om an-iden tified  per
c e p tio n s . And we g u essed  th a t many of th e se  
women w ere a s  iso la te d  a s  we w ere. W e

Q tile first year
would sp read  the  ta n ta liz in g  b a it of Amazon 
Q uarterly  acro ss  the  w a te rs , and see  who 
cam e to  n ibb le .

The reaso n  for s ta rtin g  Amazon Q uarterly  
th a t w as th e  m ost im portant to  me personally  
had to  do w ith one of my m ost trea su red  ob
s e s s io n s —congruence. I w anted eac h  th ing  
I did to  re la te  to  every th ing  e ls e  I did ( l .e .  
work th a t I en joyed  and th a t added to  o ther 
p e o p le 's  liv es  a s  w e ll, sharing  the artw ork I 
did w ith  o ther women and e sp e c ia lly  Laurel in  
w ays th a t made us a ll s tro n g er, e t c . ) .  I sim 
ply w anted my re a lity  to  correspond w ith  my 
h ig h e st d ream s. I w as looking for synergy— 
though I d id n 't know th e  word th e n — and Ama
zon Q u arte rly , a s  we im agined  her, had more 
p o s s ib il i t ie s  for synergy th a n  any s truc tu re  I 
had s e e n .

Before I re f le c t on th e  ex ten t to  w hich th e se  
dream s have becom e re a l i ty ,  an exp lanation  
of HQW A .Q . began :

We had no money— so Laurel sen t a to ta l of 
fou rteen  le tte rs  about our p lanned m agazine to  
fem in is ts  we thought might be in  p o s itio n s  to  
help  us get s ta r te d . Robin Morgan answ ered  
w ith  $200 from S isterhood  is  Pow erful's  roy 
a lty  fu n d , and w ith  th a t money we arranged  
w ith  G ene Damon (Ladder editor) to  send  a n 
nouncem ents o f Amazon Q uarterly  to  former 
Ladder su b sc r ib e rs . By th e  tim e we prin ted  
Is su e  1, A. Q.  had  400 su b sc r ib e rs .

Now th e re  are 800 su b sc r ib e rs , and about as  
many cop ies  of each  is s u e  so ld  in  b o o k s to re s . 
We hope for Amazon Q u arte rly 's  c irc u la tio n  to  
double again  in  th e  next y e a r , b ecau se  w e 're  
a t an  awkward po in t now w hich  p a ra lle ls  the
s itu a tio n  of The Ladder in  i t s  la s t  d ay s-----
W ith th is  is su e  w e 'v e  had to  sw itch , b eca u se  
of growing c irc u la tio n , to  a more ex p en siv e  
p rin ting  p ro c e s s . If A . Q . ' s  c ircu la tio n  grows

quick ly  enough th is  w on 't be an  unbearable 
ex p en se— for now though the  budget is  very 
t ig h t .

Before w orking w ith Amazon Q uarterly , th e  
b ig g e st pu rchase  I had made in  my life w as a 
$48 s leep in g  bag— afte r  w eeks of trep ida tion  
a t th e  enorm ity of i t .  I 'v e  learned  in the p a s t 
y ear to  th ink  in  term s of la rg e r p o ss ib ili tie s  
th an  I have ev e r before allow ed m yself to  im 
ag ine (the exam ple of finances being the most 
obvious o n e ) . Laurel and I have moved from 
nearly  ab so lu te  ignorance of w hat w as in 
volved in  c rea tin g  and su s ta in in g  a m agazine 
— C 've often  been  glad  for th a t Ignorance, 
s in ce  had I known w hat w as Involved I never 
would have begun)— to fee ling  com petent w ith 
every  a rea  of work invo lved . W e've learned  
to  run co lla tin g  and binding m ach in es , do 
la y o u t, find cheap p ap er, and d ea l with th e  
I . R . S .  (this la s t  being not much of a su c c e ss  
— se e  page 13).

At tim es w e 've  fe lt our id e n tit ie s  to ta lly  
subm erged in  A .Q .— an unreso lved  problem , 
s in ce  we do u se  alm ost a ll our tim e working 
On th e  m agazine , and who we fee l ou rse lves 
to  be depends la rge ly  on w hat we do . In o r
der to  keep w orking w ithout fee lin g  tha t by 
keep ing  on we are becom ing le s s  than  we 
could b e , w e 'v e  had to  broaden our defin i
tio n s  o f A inazon_Quarterly.

Before the  f irs t is s u e  w as p r in te d , someone 
po in ted  out th a t the cover of the  m agazine 
needed  a su b title  to  id en tify  th e  conten ts 
more c lea rly  than  "Amazon Q uarterly" w ould. 
F inally  we decided  on "a le sb ia n  fem inist 
a rts  jo u rn a l ."  I 'v e  fe lt uncom fortable ever 
s in ce  w ith th a t lim ited  d e fin itio n , but I h ad n 't 
thought much u n til la te ly  about why tha t w a s .

We sa id  in  th e  f irs t is s u e  th a t "We sim ply 
want the b e s t of com m unication from le sb ian s  
who are exploring  new p a tte rn s  in  th e ir  l i v e s . " 
Our em phasis  w as on th e  ac t o f exp lo ra tion , 
not on the  fina l r e s u l ts —we saw  A .Q . as an 
evolv ing  p ro cess  of com m unication tha t 
should  change as  much as  we d id . When we 
sen t th is  "p ro cess  o f com m unication" out in to  
the w orld , though , we found it  n ecessa ry  
firs t to  lab e l i t .  We found th a t to  ex is t in  
the w orld , A .Q . had to  becom e, to  a deg ree , 
"of th e  w o rld ."
I t 's  Im portant for u s  to  recogn ize  w hat our 

own d e fin itio n s  and p a tte rn s  a r e , and what 
p a tte rn s  on th e  o th e r hand are o f th e  andro
cen tric  world we live  in .  I w as m ildly shocked 
afte r woricing a t sev e ra l is s u e s  o f A. Q,  to  
find th a t th e  m agazine w as regarded  by some

not as  th e  p rocess I im agined but a s  a s ta t ic  
e n tity , capab le  of "having" a  p o litic a l line 
(though w hat the line  was depended on who 
was te llin g  i t ) . I becam e more uncom fortable 
when I found m yself c a s t  as Editor of th e  En
t i ty ,  e sp e c ia lly  th is  summer when o c c a s io n a l
ly  th a t m eant being seen  as Q fflc ia l M s. Les
b ian  America or M other L ib. I d id n 't get re a l
ly  w orried , though, un til I d iscovered  I som e
tim es s e t  up the defin itions m yself.

At th e  s im plest s tructu ra l le v e l ,  w hat w e're  
a l l  suffering from in th e se  s itu a tio n s  is  the 
p a tria rchal English lan g u ag e . We th ink  in 
nouns ra th e r th a n  v e rb s . I HAVE, In s tead  of 
I DQ th is  in  re la tio n  t o . . . .

Verbs m ove, and movement is  change .
N ouns, though , are sym bols for fixed e n title s  
/ id e n t i t ie s .  Qur language em phasizes nouns 
ra ther than  verbs b ecau se  ac tio n s  c a n 't  be 
p o s se s s e d , w hile th ings and id e n titie s  (so we 
are led  to  believe) c an .

When I th ink  of Amazon Q uarterly a s  a fixed 
e n tity , o r o f m yself a s  an "ed itor" w ith  a par
tic u la r  ro le  to  fit the w ord, I s e t up a ce rta in  
pattern : I'm  removing m yself from every  na tu 
ra l contex t and se ttin g  up a h ie ra rch ica l way 
to  re la te  to  the w orld . To put it even  more ab
s tra c tly —to  the ex ten t th a t we noun in s te ad  
of verb , w e 're  tak ing  peop le , o b jec ts  and a c 
tio n s  out of re la tio n  to  each  o th e r, and c re a t
ing in s te a d  a hierarchy on th e  sam e model as  
the  sc h o o ls , b u s in e s s e s ,  fam ilie s , e tc .  of 
th is  cu ltu re . (Peggy Allegro wrote about th is  
same co ncep t—AQ V ol.l #1— calling  it the 
Ideal Ego Im age.)

I 'v e  found th a t the  danger of s lipp ing  into 
th e se  male pa tte rns has in c re a sed  a s  A .Q . 
grew through the y e a r . I fee l th a t i t 's  n e c e s 
sary  now to  r e a s s e r t ,  for m yself and for you 
who read A. Q.  and who are a part o f th is  ex 
p lo ra tio n , th a t we are based  in ch ange .

As women struggling  to be conscious and 
fully  human in  th is  dying (but s t i l l  pow erfully 
cruel) cu ltu re , we a ll  have many changes b e 
fore u s .  I don 't w ant to stop  at any one of 
them and I don 't w ant to make th e  same 
changes over and over ag a in .

I want for A. Q.  w hat I w ant for m yself, but 
my w anting d o e sn 't make it so . I t 'l l  take  
many of us , u ltim ate ly  a ll of us , to  c rea te  
the  w om an-centered  culture th a t has to  s ta rt 
in  each  of us and spread  through sm all com
m unications like Amazon Q uarterly . We in -  
v lte /im p lo re  you to  p a rtic ip a te  in  w hatever 
ways you can in  th is  p rocess  of communica
tio n .
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I started doing things for 
myself and the men be
gan to leave my life.

L; I had my firs t a ffa ir  in c o lle g e , a very 
in ten se  a ffa ir . And I w as highly  m ortified 
and in su lted  w hen somebody su g g es ted  a 
le sb ian  re la tionsh ip  w as going on betw een  
th is  o ther woman and I .  Of course i t  devel
oped into t h a t , but I w as very ind ignant when 
somebody suggested  i t  w a s . I w as very se n 
s itiv e  of i t  and very afraid  of i t .

G: W hen th a t 's  w hat w as going o n ?
L: Yeah. We h ad n 't s lep t to g e th e r but we 

w ere In sep arab le— and th en  we did s leep  
toge ther and i t  becam e som ething e l s e .

G: How did you feel when i t  f irs t happened?
L: Oh, i t  w as w onderful, i t  w as ju s t  b e a u ti

fu l. We w ere sleep ing  in th e  same b e d , and 
I was w ondering, should I make a m ove, 
should I hold her at a l l— and I f in a lly  sa id  
w hat the he ll I 'l l  ju s t do it and she w as in 
my arms in  a minute and it w as so  th rillin g  
th a t we d id n 't move a l l  n ig h t, our hearts  
pounding ju s t  lying th e re . I t w as w onderful 
and e x c itin g , but th e n  it tu rned  in to  a power 
th ing w ith h er. She u sed  th a t ag a in s t me 
and there w ere a lo t of o th e r th ings th a t 
w eren 't ex ac tly  right about i t ,  but I loved i t ,  
I loved being  w ith a w om an, I loved  s leep ing  
w ith  a woman.

G: Did you te l l  anybody about i t?
L: No. I fin a lly  to ld  an o ld  friend of mine 

who I knew  w as a le sb ia n , and she sa id  she 
w as very su rp rised , she d id n 't  th in k  w e 'd  
have the  guts to ac t i t  o u t, a c tu a lly  do any
th in g . N o, I w as very s e c re tiv e , very 
afraid  o f being d isco v e re d . I tr ied  to  put on 
a whole show  so we went ou t w ith men the 
whole tim e . Then she  becam e e n g a g e d . . . .  
That w as a painful th ing  for m e. I d id n 't

think I 'd  su rv ive i t .  She got married and 
then  I found a man th a t I decided  I w anted 
to  marry, but I pan icked  and le ft him a fte r a 
w hile . Then I s le p t around w ith  different 
men and I w as quite h e te ro se x u a l. At th is  
point I tr ied  to  convince th is  le sb ian  friend 
of mine th a t she  should  go s tra ig h t—to  my 
great hum ilia tio n . She stuck  it ou t.

G: Why did you fin a lly  get m arried?
L: I d id n 't th in k  I had anywhere e ls e  to  go .

I was supporting  m yself by singing  folk mu
s ic ,  trav e llin g  around. I had done i t  for 
th ree y e a ts ,  co ffee  houses  and s tu ff , and I 
cou ld n 't see  anyth ing  e l s e .  I assum ed I 
would have to  ge t m arried , i t  w as ju s t som e
thing th a t I w ould do . So I did i t .  A lso , I 
had a very good re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th is  man. 
We had a very strong sex u a l t i e .  We had 
te rrif ic  se x  to g e th e r . He asked  me to  marry 
him th e  f irs t tim e we w ent o u t , and I fina lly  
c a p itu la te d .

G; Do you th in k  you 'd  co n sid er a re la tio n 
sh ip  w ith  a man in  th e  fu tu re?

L: N o. Everything is  p o s s ib le , but I c a n 't  
im agine having a re la tio n sh ip  w ith a  man.
The le s s  Involved  w ith  men I am the happ ier 
I am. And th a t w as not a p o litic a l d e c is io n  
a t f ir s t .  That happened b eca u se  I s ta rted  
doing th in g s for m yself and the  men began  
to  leave my l i f e .  I ju s t  d id n 't have tim e for 
them .

G; How long had you been  married w hen you 
had your dau g h ter?

L: Oh I g u e ss  five y e a rs .  We separa ted  
when she  w as a year o ld .

G: Did you w ant to  have a ch ild?
L: Yes I d id . S h e 's  very im portant to  me.

G: W hat w ere the  c a u se s  for your se p a ra t
ing from your husband?

L: I had becom e Involved in  the w om en's 
movement. I had a CR group, I was reading  
Germaine G reer, I w as g e ttin g  in to  fem inism , 
and he w as n o t. I tr ie d  and tr ied  to  ex p la in  
to  him , tr ied  to  get him in te re s te d  in  i t ,  bu t 
he w as going in  one w ay and I w as going in 
an o ther. I knew  I co u ld n 't continue to  live 
the  way we had been  liv in g , and I w ent aw ay 
for th e  summer w ith  my daugh ter to  Vermont.
I liv ed  there  fo r two m onths and I rea lized  
th a t there w as ano ther w ay to  l iv e , so we 
sep ara ted  a fte r th a t sum m er.

G: And now you 're  d iv o rced ?
L: I'm  s t i l l  in  th e  p ro c e s s .
G: Has th e re  been  any  problem about ch ild  

custody  ?
L: N o, b e c a u se  w hen we sep a ra ted  I to ld  

him he could se e  L isa for a s  long as  he 
w anted as  much as  he w an ted . I w as rea lly  
loaded  w ith  re sp o n s ib ility  for th is  k id  and I

would have been deligh ted  if he had ta k e n  her 
m ore. But he w as in  very bad shape and h e 's  
ju s t go tten  him self to g e th er recen tly  so tha t 
he se e s  her regu larly  now . My problem with 
him has b een  for him to  tak e  her more than  he 
d o e s , so  he c a n 't  u se  th a t ag a in st m e. S h e 's  
now alm ost th re e . She knows her own mind 
and s h e 's  very  independen t, so  the  only  worry 
I would have about her spending any leng th  o f 
time w ith him is  th a t she would be out of 
E la in e 's  and my In flu en ce , out of our family 
s itu a tio n , th a t of our whole le sb ia n  life s ty le  
w hich I fee l i s  an  incred ib ly  hea lthy  w ay for 
her to  grow up . I w ouldn 't want her to  get 
fucked up by h e te ro sex u a l atm osphere too 
much. But I th ink  s h e 's  ju s t a t the  age now 
where she can  make her own judgem ents more 
or l e s s .  I tru s t h e r.

G: Do you w ant her to  be a le sb ia n ?
L; W e ll, I w ant her to  be happy (laughter)— 

you know th e  old s to ry . I c a n 't  im agine how 
she would be happy w ith a m an, but th e n  I
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re sp e c t th e  gap betw een  where my head Is a t 
and my p a ren ts ' heads are a t - - s o  I have to  
s ta y  aw ay from th a t . In o ther w o rd s, w hat— 
ever she d e c id e s—th a t 's  her llfe^ Yes of 
course  I w ant her to  be a le s b ia n , bu t I would 
re sp e c t any d e c is io n  she made about i t .

G: C an we ta lk  a l i t t le  b it  now about your 
re la tio n sh ip  w ith  E la in e?

L: Y eah.
G: F irs t of a l l , how long has th a t been  

going on?
L: A y ear and five m onths.
G: W hat are  som e of th e  w ays th a t you fee l 

th is  re la tio n sh ip  is  good?
L: I c a n 't  th in k  of anything w hich i s n 't  

re a lly  good about th is  re la tio n sh ip . One of 
the  main th in g s  I 'v e  been  th ink ing  about is  
the  d ifference  betw een  th is  re la tio n sh ip  and 
th e  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  Fred o r w ith  any m an.
In a re la tio n sh ip  w ith  a  man and a w om an, the  
woman ta k e s  care  of th e  m an, and in  th is  re 
la tio n sh ip  I ta k e  care of m yself and she ta k e s  
care  of h e rs e lf .  T h a t 's  prim ary, and I c a n 't  
im agine th a t to  be the  c a s e  in  a  he tero sex u a l 
re la tio n sh ip . . . There are so many good 
th in g s , so many w onderful th in g s . S leeping 
w ith  her every  n igh t—I grin  every  tim e I get 
in to  bed  b e c a u se  i t 's  so  n ic e ,  you know , to  
do th a t .

G; Have th e re  b een  co n flic ts  betw een  you i 
L; Y eah , th e re 'v e  been  te n se  t im e s , but 

w e 'v e  lea rn ed  e a c h  o th e r 's  c y c le s  pretty  w e ll, 
so th a t  w hen sh e  goes on one of her down 
t r i p s , w hen she  c a n 't  re la te  to  me in  ce rta in  
w a y s , I rem em ber w hen th a t 's  happened  b e 
fo re , and i t 's  a  lo t le s s  s e r io u s .  And th e  
sam e th ing  w ith  m e, w hen I'm  not re la tin g  
we le t  e a c h  o th e r alone and  we d o n 't get very 
s csr© ci

G: W hat are th e  main th in g s  th o se  co n flic ts  
c en te r  around?

L: W ell L isa  has  b een  a  b ig  ad ju stm en t. 
T h a t 's  b een  a  b ig  source o f co n flic t b eca u se  
E laine d id n 't have any id e a  of ge tting  in 
vo lved  w ith  a c h ild . She d id n 't fa ll in  love 
w ith  U s a ,  sh e  fe ll  in  love w ith  m e. Living 
w ith  a T w o -y ear-o ld  is  a  very dem anding 
th in g  and i t ' s  b een  d iff ic u lt. W e're  Ju st b e
ginning to  work ou t d e fin itio n s  now . The 
dem and on my tim e m akes i t  very  d iff ic u lt. 
You know  I have to  be w ith  L isa  a ce rta in  
am ount of t im e , and th e y  both  g e t Jealous 
and I fee l caught in  th e  m idd le . Then L isa  
and E la ine  have a  w hole re la tio n sh ip  betw een  
th e m se lv es  th a t th ey  have to  work o u t, to o . 

G: W hat are th in g s yo u 're  w orking to w ard s?

W hat kind of s itu a tio n ?
L: A community of w om en. A community 

th a t w e 've  b een  ta lk in g  about w ith our frien d s . 
W e 're  s e r io u s , and  w e 're  going to  do i t .  I t 's  
w hat so many le sb ia n s  w ant to  do g e t aw ay 
in  th e  country w ith  a community of wom en.
The only  th ing  th a t k eep s  us in  New York 
now is  the  dyke com m unity. T h ere 's  a whole 
cu ltu re  going o n , and i t ' s  very e x c itin g , bu t 
we d o n 't w ant to  liv e  in  the c i ty . We w ant 
to  Uve in  th e  coun try , bu t have our women 
friends around to o , so  th a t w e 're  not is o la t 
e d .  T h a t 's  a  fa n ta sy .

G: How would you like  th e  re sp o n s ib ilitie s
for L isa d iv ided  up?

L: I t 's  w orking out a li t t le  b it now , th e  
beg inn ings of i t ,  w here she fe e ls  th a t she 
c a n  go to  o ther peop le  b e s id e s  me to  tak e  
care  of her n e e d s .

G: Is  i t  hard for you a t  a ll to  g ive up th a t 
pow er?

L; S ure. I t 's  a lw ays a  tw o-w ay  th in g , and 
sh e  w as trem endously  dependent on m e. It s 
s t i l l  not w here we w ant it  to  b e , bu t i t 's  
w orking out b e c a u se  we d ea l w ith  th in g s  as  
th e y  come u p . Some of my fa n ta s ie s  about 
sh a rin g  m othering are com plete ly  u n re a lis tic , 
b u t my friends are  rea liz in g  th a t th e y  have 
to  ta k e  a  ce rta in  re sp o n s ib ility  if  th e y 're  
liv in g  around a young c h ild , so w e 're  work
ing  ou t a r e a l is t ic  so lu tio n .

G: W hat is  your liv in g  s itu a tio n  now ?
L: Now th e  th ree  of u s  liv e  in  an  ap artm en t, 

E la ine  and L isa  and  I . We se e  our c lo se  
frien d s quite  f re q u e n tly , bu t Just th e  th ree  
o f us liv e  to g e th e r .

G: W ould you lik e  th a t  to  ch an g e , id e a lly ?  
L: Y es. I w ould like  to  have a b ig  house 

in  th e  country and  th e n  o ther sm a lle r houses 
w here people cou ld  be a lo n e . And th e re 'd  
be  p rov isions for ch ild ren  and  o ld e r women 
women of a l l  a g e s . A s e lf - s u f f ic ie n t com
m unity , you know w hat I 'm  ta lk in g  ab o u t. 
And one where th e re 's  m u s ic ia n s , w here I 
can  go out on th e  road  and sing  in  d ifferen t 
w om en's com m unities , m eet women a l l  over 
th e  country and perform  for a ce rta in  number 
of months during th e  y ear and th e n  come 
b a c k .

Gi Do you fee l lik e  you’re w orking tow ards 
th a t?

L :Y eah , d e f in ite ly .
Gi Do you know  any leng th  of tim e from 

now in  w hich i t  w ould  rea lly  hap p en ?
L; T h a t 's  h a rd , n o , I 'v e  had th is  fan ta sy  

s in ce  I w as tw e lv e , and i t 's  g e ttin g  . . .

G: When you were tw e lv e?  W ith only 
women?

L: No, it w as an is la n d , and i t  w as people 
I liked  to  be w ith . Of course i t  w as women, 
but I d id n 't know th a t th e n .

G; L e t's  get back to  your re la tio n sh ip  w ith 
E la in e . Has your re la tio n sh ip  been  monog
amous ?

L: Y eah.
G: Have you ever w anted to  change th a t?  

E ither one of you?
L; No, not in  any rea l s e n s e . But w e've 

ta lk e d  about i t .  We both  understand  th a t i t 's  
not r e a l is t ic ,  and i t 's  most lik e ly  not going 
to  continue forever, and we both  look forward 
to  the  day when we can  be free enough so 
th a t we d o n 't have a monogamous re la tio n sh ip  
a s  far as  sex u a lly  and p h y sica lly  and so  on . 
But i t 's  a very scary  th in g , and w e 're  not 
ready  to  Jump out of th is  re la tio n sh ip  right 
aw ay . My feeling  is  and E la in e 's  to o , tha t 
th is  is  th e  primary re la tio n sh ip  no m atter who 
e l s e .  S h e 's  the one I want to  spend th e  re s t 
of my life w ith . S h e 's  not the  only one 1 
w ant to be involved w ith , but I w ant to  s tay  
w ith h e r . We have a ce rta in  h is to ry  and in 
vestm ent w ith  each  o ther and nobody can  in 
te rfe re  w ith  th a t .

G: How im portant would you say  se x  is  in 
your re la tio n sh ip ?  How does i t  re la te  to  
o ther parts of your liv es  ?

L: I see  it a s  a kind o f spectrum , w ith  a 
very unsure line  betw een sen su a l and se x u a l. 
I t 's  hard to  ta lk  about th a t .  I 'd  rea lly  m iss 
s e x  if  it w a sn 't  th e re , but every th ing  e lse  is  
so  g rea t, we have such  a good re la tio n sh ip  
in  so many o ther w a y s , th a t i t  ta k e s  i t s  p la c e .

G: Has th e re  been  any point in  the re la tio n 
sh ip  when you 've had problem s around s e x ?

L: There are  tim es w hen I w ill get very 
tu rned  on and she w o n 't, and o th e r tim es 
w hen s h e 'l l  ge t turned on and I w o n 't, but 
th a t h a sn 't  b een  a pow er th in g . It h a s n 't  
been  anyth ing  but a re flec tio n  o f where w e're  
a t , and we can  understand  th a t . We see  tha t 
i t 's  happened before and i t ' l l  happen ag a in , 
and i t 's  nothing to  get u p se t about.

G: D6 you ev er have fa n ta s ie s  connected  
w ith  se x ?

L: No, I qu it having fa n ta s ie s  the f irs t 
n ight we s le p t to g e th e r. That w as w hen I 
stopped  having sexual f a n ta s ie s , and I used  
to  have them  a lot before th e n .

G: W hat are the th ings you m ost like  about 
y o u rse lf ?

L: I like my p e rs is te n c e . I fe e l th a t I'm

w illing  to  face con flic ts  and not avoid d iffi
cu lt s itu a tio n s . I like  th a t I'm  developing a 
d ire c tn e ss  in  dealing  w ith problems

G: W hat would you like to  change about 
y o u rse lf?

L; . . . I am rea lly  very involved in  my 
work now in  m usic . I'm  Involved in  my voice 
and w om en's v o ic e s , in  s ing ing , and I would 
lik e  very much to  transm it what I fee l to  worn 
women. W om en's vo ices to  me a te  an incred 
Ib le untapped power source— I know th a t all 
women have th is  quality  in  th e ir  v o ic e s , a 
ce rta in  energy .

G: I t 's  not in  men’s v o ic e s?
L: I d o n 't know, I think i t 's  p ecu lia r to  

women. T h a t's  my fee lin g . Men may be 
ab le  to  develop it but I'm  not in te res ted  in 
th a t ,  I d o n 't c a re . I would like w hen I'm  
singing  to  women to  be able to  bring th is  ou t, 
to  be ab le to  have women use  th e ir  vo ices 
th is  Way. The w om en, th e ir  energy together 
in a room, I use th a t .  I t 's  not ju s t m e, and 
I want th o se  women to  understand  how i t 's  
them  and i t 's  them in  a rea l s e n s e .

G: How do you fee l about the w ays you're 
spending your time ?

L: It ge ts  very boring to  be w ith a k i d , very 
tire so m e . But I 'v e  managed to  p ra c tise  every 
d ay , and I spend tim e w ith E la ine . So aside  
from the dem ands th a t I have to be w ith L is a , 
I th ink i t 's  quite s a tis fa c to ry . Although I 'd  
like  to  p lay  m usic w ith women more.

G: Has th e  way you feel about yourself 
changed s in ce  you s ta rted  iden tify ing  your
s e lf  as a le sb ia n ?

L: O h, i t 's  an  unbelievab le  improvement.
I fee l like  I'm  more me now than  ev er before. 
Everything th a t 's  happening is  m e, purely 
for m yself, and i t 's  w onderful. I t 's  the b e s t 
th ing  I ev e r did b eca u se  i t  u sed  to  be such 
se lf-h a tre d  for me. My feelings about wom
en  were so heavy th a t when I did come out i t  
w as com pletely and I Just le ft a ll th o se  re 
g re ts . Now I fee l th a t I cou ld n 't be anything 
w orse in  a w ay , than  being a le sb ia n —tha t 
w as my ultim ate se lf -h a tre d — so everything 
I do now is  okay.

G: Does your fam ily know you 're  a le sb ian ?
L: Oh y e s .
G: Did you te ll  them ?
L: Y e s .
G: W hat w as th e ir  reac tio n ?
L: T hey 're supportive . They don 't re la te  

to  i t  too w ell but th ey  do th e  b es t th ey  can . 
They in v ite  us over, they  co nsider us a 
cou p le . I ceased  shocking  them a long time



ago .
G: Are there  people you know who don 't 

know you 're  a le sb ia n ?
L: Not if  I can  help i t .  I 'v e  lo s t some 

people who I thought w ould be f r ie n d s , but 
th a t 's  a l l  r ig h t. I 'v e  made a lo t of new ones 
to o .

G; How many of your friends now are le s 
b ians  ?

L: I 'd  say  90%.
G: How many of them  would you sa y  are 

working c la s s ,  or middle c la ss  o r upper 
c la s s  ?

L: I 'd  say  m ost are m iddle c la s s .
G: Are c la s s  d is tin c tio n s  a t a ll Im portant 

for you? Do you th ink  about them ?
L: N o. I w as a com m unist when I w as 

sev en te en , and I w ent through a w hole p o li
t ic a l  s o c ia l is t  m arxist le n in is t tr ip  th e n . I 
w ent to  study  groups and lec tu re  groups—I 
did th e  whole th in g —bu t i t  seem s to  me now 
to  be a very male trip  and a very d iv isive  
tr ip . I fee l th e  only w ay i t 's  going to  work 
out for me and for women is  w ith  an  indepen
dent w om en's community th a t d o e sn 't  go

through m en. T h a t's  w here you 're  going to  
end  up w ithout c l a s s e s , not by figh ting  the 
im p eria lis t c la s s  or th e  ruling c l a s s .  T h a t's  
not where i t ’s a t for m e, th a t to  me is  a red 
herring .

G: Very b rie fly  can  you say w hat you feel 
to  be the  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  le sb ian ism  
and fem inism ?

L: I t 's  th e  lo g ica l end  of i t .  L esbian ism  
is  where fem inism  goes if i t  s ta y s  on the  
t r a c k , I th in k .

G; If  you had th ree  w ishes  w hat w ould you 
w ish  for?

L: I would w ish  for a  com m unications n e t
work among w om en, where I could  ge t my 
m usic d is tr ib u te d , reco rd s , p u b lic a tio n s , 
ev ery th ing , get to  e a c h  w om en's community 
w ithout going through men. I w ish  for a b ig  
parce l of land  w ith d ifferen t women w ith 
sk ills  who could be independent and s e lf -  
su ffic ie n t. W h a t's  my th ird  w ish ?  My 
th ird  w ish  is  to  be in  a sing ing  group w ith 
Ethel Rae and Joe M a e . I c a n 't  im agine
w hat e ls e  I 'd  w ant a f te r  th a t.

by  Joyce Flnkelwom an

A N G R Y »^0U 1SE FISHMAN ( S e i H H B )

AND

an gry  je n n y , an gry
ANGRY JILL, ANGRY JANE ANGRY TI CRArp ' ami- dv ANGRY PAULA, ANGRY JUDY
ANGRY DJUNA, ANGRY L U c i T n GRY ' ANGRY GEORGIA, ANGRY BILLIE,
an gry  JOAN, ANGRY RITA M^E , A N G R Y ' CHARLENE, ANGRY SUE,

by Sarah Whitworth

Louise F ishm an 's angry p a in tin g s  w hich 
here begin  and w ill conclude th is  a r tic le  are 
the  current c re s t of work by an a r tis t  w hose 
art and p ersonal exp lora tion  are coord ina ted  
in an alm ost perfec t rythym . I f irs t met 
Louise about th ree  years ago w hen I v is ite d  
her stud io  in  New York. Her work a t th a t 
tim e w as in  a tra n s itio n a l s ta te  and it w as 
d ifficu lt to  determ ine where she had been  
a r tis t ic a lly  o r where she w as go in g . And 
y e t , the  v is it  w as revo lu tionary ! I le ft her 
stud io  w ith a se n se  of d e fea t, pu rge, anger, 
fa tig u e , re lie f  and e x h ila ra tio n . L ouise had

an unusual and uncanny ability to strike 
home, to open my words like two halves of a 
clam shell and expose the center portion of 
what I meant within what I had sa id .

I have ta lk e d  w ith Louise on many o c c a 
s io n s s in ce  and w atched  her work develop 
a t the sam e tim e . I have come to  rea lize  
th a t her a rt in  unity w ith her con v ersa tio n  af
fords th a t sam e sudden opening  of the clam  
s h e ll .  Socia l p o lite s se  has sim ply been  c a s t  
a s id e .  That which rem ains is  raw  and crude 
b eca u se  o f i t s  honesty  but if  we w ill em brace 
th is  we are w elcom e to  th e  fru its  of s e lf  d is -



co v ery .
After our f irs t m eeting , I did not see  Louise 

for sev e ra l m onths; w hen I did v is it  her ag a in ,
I w as am azed by th e  change in  her a r t .
T acked and hung about th e  s tud io  w ere se v 
era l sm all w all-hang ing  scu lp tu res  made of 
canvas s tr ip s  w hich re la ted  d irec tly  and con
sc io u s ly  to  fem ale g en ita l o rg an s . In tim ate 
and ta c t i le ,  I fe lt encouraged  to  respond to 
them  by a c tu a l to u c h . Loose th read s frayed 
w ild ly  at th e  edges like  unshaven  h a ir, un
refined  and uncen so red . Layers of m ateria l 
overlapped one ano ther echo ing  a t once mem
o ries  of th e  vulva and a sh iftin g  mesh of 
em otion and though t.

C ontrasted  to  trad itio n a l "museum" sc u lp 
tu re  made of g la ssy  marble or g lis ten in g  met
a l ,  p ro tec ted  by barrie rs  of awe and re fin e 
m ent, the  ap p ro ac h ab ility , th e  to u ch ab ility  
of F ishm an 's new w all-h an g in g s  w as read ily  
apparen t. Here w as a l i te ra l tra n s la tio n  of 
the  idea  o f being in  touch  w ith  o n e se lf . If 
th e  mirror of p h y sica l s e lf  exam ination  w as 
too  forbidding, Louise w as offering a b rid g e .
At le a s t  th e se  works might be cupped in  o n e 's  
hands w ithout fear of s e lf  o r so c ia l r e d re s s .  
And if  o n e 's  mirror w as an open  g a te , th e  mem
o rie s  and fa n ta s ie s  of being  a  woman (or lov
ing a woman) might be en riched  and en lig h t
ened by th e se  scu lp tu res  ju s t  a s  the  view ing 
of a lan d scap e  pain ting  w ill add to  th e  luxury 
of remembering some fam iliar tow n or p la c e . 
Louise exn la ined : "The reaso n  I s ta r te d  to  
change my work w as b eca u se  I w anted to  ex 
am ine w hat part o f i t  rea lly  had to  do w ith  b e 
ing a  woman and w hat part w as ju s t som ething 
I had a c c e p te d . W hen I s ta r te d  th ink ing  of 
th e  idea  of using  th ree -d im en sio n a l i d e a s , the 
im m ediate th ing  I thought of w as w om en's gen
i t a l s .  I w as try ing  to  co n sc io u s ly  change the 
aud ience for my art so  th a t w om en, no t Just 
a r t i s ts ,  would be ab le  to  respond  to  i t .  "

M oreover, the fac t th a t L o u ise 's  "vulva" 
im ages w ere a b s tra c t and not e x ac t g en ita l

re p re sen ta tio n s  dem anded a s e n s itiv ity  on the 
part of th e  v iew er w hich p recluded  any so rt of 
male pornographic reac tio n . To understand  
th em , i t  w as n e c e ssa ry  to  know w hat it meant 
to  p h y s ic a lly  be a woman, by experience and 
not ju s t  by h e a rsa y . And th is  w as exac tly  
w hat w as so  ex c itin g  about th e  w all-hanging  
p ie c e s .  The Im agery had w ith in  it a unique
n e s s  th a t p e rta in ed  to  the d irec t knowledge ot 
womanhood th a t only  women can  have of them 
s e lv e s .

The evo lu tion  o f L o u ise 's  art continued to  
p re ss  d eeper th rough many more changes and 
many d ifferen t m edia tow ard an  expanded re a l
iz a tio n  o f her fem ale s e lf .  She began  to  e s -  
s e n tla llz e  the  p ro c e sse s  of a w om an's in terna l 
w o rk in g s. By exam ple, F ishm an 's  sm all p la s 
te r  re lie f  scu lp tu re  is  a convolu tion  of finger- 
s iz e  cu rves w hich  push and probe and beg to  
be in te rp re ted  a s  v ag in a l, m enstrual, or b irth  
c a n a ls .  The re lie f  Is  a laby rin th  of hollow  
rece iv in g  fu n n e ls , channe ls  of germ ination,

vo lu tes  and indu la tions spew ing forth and 
em ptying o u t. It seek s to  rem in isce , to  re
m em ber, to  share  an alm ost prim eval aw are
n ess  of fem ale ex p erien ce .

But the  new  forays and adven tu res w hich 
w ere tak in g  p lace  in  L o u ise 's  art revolved  not 
ju s t  around a sen se  of p h y s ica l d iscovery ; 
th ey  began  to  en ter a lso  in to  a mood of emo
tio n a l d isc o v e ry . And th e  em otion she began 
to  deal w ith  w as anger. "I decided  to  do a 
p a in ting  w hich would have words in  i t .  It was 
a  s e r ie s  of s ix  panels and e a c h  panel had a 
word on it  and it  w as: LETTER. . .TO. . .MY. 
MOTHER. . .ABOUT. . .PAINTING. Then I turned 
th e  p an e ls  over and on th e  o th e r side  I did a 
p a in ting  w hich  w as about a sub tle  an g er, the 
kind of anger I'm  alw ays involved  in ,  so rt of 
low  le v e l and clouded o v er. I no ticed  th a t I 
stopped  coming to  the s tu d io  a fte r I d id  i t  be
c a u se  i t  w as so angry and th a t w as hard to  
d ea l w ith . But I s ta rted  th ink ing  about how 
angry I am . I began to  w onder if  everyone is  
a s  angry a s  I am . And as I thought of people 
I know , I re a liz e d  th a t every  woman is  angry, 
every  woman I know is  ang ry . And th e y  a ll

(LOUISE FISHMAN IN 1972)

d ea l w ith  th e ir  anger in  d ifferen t ways and they  
a l l  have troub le  acknow ledging it and in teg ra 
tin g  i t  in to  th e ir  l iv e s .  And I decided  I would 
make a pa in tin g  for a ll my friends so  th a t they 
cou ld  hang i t  up and be confronted w ith th e ir  
a n g e r ."

The angry pain tings are conceived  as  a means 
o f confron ta tion  betw een th e  a r tis t and herse lf 
and  we are  ask ed  to  respond to  th e se  pain tings 
by jo in ing  in  and confronting our own anger.
For th e  le t te r s  w hich are w ritten  on th e se  
p a in tin g s  are not calm ly and ind ifferen tly  
p rin ted  th e re .  The le tte rs  no t only sp e ll anger 
th e y  ^  an g er and like the g raffltti on th e  to i
le t  room w a ll ,  they  are w ritten  out of anger.
It is  im p o ss ib le  to  s id e s te p  it  or transform  the 
word in to  a more acc ep tab le  or exped ien t 
fe e lin g . Louise rea lly  is  angry and so is  Jane

and so  is  Djuna and so is  Judy and so  is  every 
o ther woman who looks a t th e se  works and is  
w illing  to  expose the co n flic ts  w ithin her.

Each s tep  of Louise F ishm an 's developm ent 
has  been  to  confront h e rse lf  a r tis tic a lly  amid 
th e  confronta tions she fe e ls  as a woman. The 
w all-hang ings and p la s te r  re lie f  encourage 
th a t we touch  o u rse lv es  and look anew  at our 
p h y sica l being as  women, a t  those  th ings 
w hich make us b io lo g ica lly  fem ale. The angry 
pain tings speak  out to  our jo in t em otions as 
women, to  our fru stra tions and a lso  to  our 
s e lf -c h a lle n g e s . Each tim e I have v is ite d  
L o u ise 's  s tu d io , I have fe lt a new se n se  of 
rev e la tio n . And I w ait ex c ited ly  to  s e e  w hat 
o ther sh e lls  her art w ill open ju s t as I aw ait 
again  and again  the opening of m yself and 
th e  wonderful opening of the  women around 
m e.

The works shown on th e se  th ree pages are 
by Louise Fishman and are from the a r t i s t 's  
c o llec tio n .
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Listed  in  th is  sec tio n  are w om en's c e n te rs , p ro je c ts , o rg an iz a tio n s , se rv ic e s  and in d iv i
dual c o n ta c ts , in  a lp h ab e tica l order by country and s ta te  or p rov ince . M ost c o lleg es  and 
u n iv e rs itie s  now have w om en's cen te rs  or w om en's s tu d ie s  program s; for th a t rea so n  we 
have not lis te d  many ind iv idually .

CANADA
ALBERTA:
— W om en's C enter 
11812 95th S t. , Edmonton

BRITISH COLUMBIA:
—W om en's C enter 
804 Richards S t. , Vancouver 
— W om en's C enter 
Box 521, N elson 
— W om en's Resource C enter 
2961 272nd S t. , Aldergrove 
— W om en's C enter 
1029 D ouglas S t. , #414 
Victoria

MANITOBA:
- -  W om en's L iberation
c /o  M illie Lamb
#10, 812 W o lse ley , W innipeg

NEW BRUNSIATICK:
— c /o  Linda Gow, Y. W. C. A.  
27 W ellington Row, S t. John

NEWFOUNDLAND:
—W om en's Place
204 W ater S t . , S t. John 's

NORTH WEST TERRITORIES:
— c /o  N ellie  Coum oyea 
Inuvlk

NOVA SCOTIA:
—W om en's Bureau
Box 3596, H alifax So. P osta l
S ta . , H alifax

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND:
— Joanne Opperman 
W elling ton , R ,R .#1,
G rand River

ONTARIO:
—W om en's C enter 
306 Herkimer S t . ,  Hamilton 
— W om en's R esource C enter 
283 D ufferin, London 
—W om en's C enter 
136 Lew is S t. (rear)
O ttaw a
—W om en's P lace
366 W ater S t. , Peterborough
—W om en's P lace
31 Dupont S t . , Toronto
416-929-3185

— W om en's C o llec tiv e  
300 ERB S t. , W aterloo  
—The W om en's P lace 
968 U niversity  A ve. W . 
W indsor

QUEBEC:
— Centre de Femmes
4319 St. D en is , M ontreal 131
— C entre d 'in fo rm ation  6e de 
reference pour femmes
3595 S t. U rbain , M ontreal 131 
514-842-4781 
— W om en's C enter 
3764 S t. L auren t, M ontreal

SASKATCHEWAN:
— W om en's C enter 
1 A ngus, Regina 
— W om en's C en ter 
147 2nd Ave. S . , Saskatoon

Perm ission  is  hereby granted for any  a ll w om en's group or pub lica tion  to  reprin t th is  d irectory  
in  part or in  full on condition th a t th e  reprin ting is  not- for profit and th a t the  follow ing infor
mation be included:
This l i s t  w as com piled by the  ed ito rs  of Amazon Q uarterly , 554 Valle V is ta , O ak lan d , C a . , 
94610. All en tries  w ere correct as  of Septem ber 1, 1973. Additions and co rrec tions are 
w elcom ed and w ill be Included in  n ex t y e a r 's  d irec to ry .
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■UNITED s t a t e s  
ALABAMA:

(for in fo .)  Freddie C reed 
1517 S. 17th S t.
Birmingham 35205
ARIZONA:

Tempe W om en's C en ter 
Lutheran Peace C enter 
M cA llister Rd. , Tempe 
—W om en's C o llective 
829 N . 5th Ave.
Tucson 85705 
602-792-1890 

L esb ian  C offeehouse 
410 N . 4th Ave.
Tucson 85705
602-881-1090 (Fri. 8 p . m. )  
—Women A gainst Rape 
Tucson 602-791-9018

CAUFORNIA:
— Bay Area Women A gainst 
Rape, 415-841-0370, 24 h rs .

— B erkeley W om en's Refuge 
2134 A llston (u p s ta irs ) , Berke
ley  94704 415-845-9484 
24 hr, em ergency sh e lte r  w ith 
two m eals a day , counseling  
and re ferra ls
— Berkeley W om en's C enter 
2134 A llston (dow nstairs) , Ber- 
Berkeley 94704 415-548-4343 
Open 1 to  7 p . m.  , M o n .-  Fri. . 
Sw itchboard , in form ation , 
co u n se lin g , re fe r ra ls . 
- -B an an a s : o rgan izers of p lay  
groups in  the  Bay A rea, c /o  
Berkeley W om en's C en ter 
—Berkeley Fem inist C ounseling 
C o llec tiv e : 415-843-6194 
—B erkeley W om en's H ealth  
C o llec tiv e : 2214 Grove S t . , 
Berkeley 94704 843-6194 
— Fem inist C ounseling 
2843 Fulton S t . ,  Berkeley 
94705 415-841-7065 
—Gay W om en's C oalition  
Box 1300, G arden Grove 92642 
—Is la  V ista  W om en's C enter 
6504 P ardall R d . , #2 
G o le ta , 93017 
— C hlcana C enter 
2661 S. P asadena A v e .,
Lincoln H e ig h ts , Los A ngeles 
90031 213-223-1236

— Fem inist W om en's H ealth  
C lin ic
746 S . C renshaw  B lv d ., Los 
A ngeles, 90005 213-936-7219 
— G ay Community Services 
C en ter
1614 W ilsh lre Blvd. , Los 
A ngeles, 90017 
24 h r. H otline: 213-482-3062 

G ay M others ' Inform ation 
Los A ngeles: Anne H ensley 
213-828-6395 
— G ay S isterhood 
UCLA W om en's Resource

A ILESHBEAIBi I S  
B R E S O W B i C E F W I ,

C en ter, 90 Powell Library,
405 H ilgard A v e ., Los Ange
l e s ,  90024 213-825-3945 
O pen 10 a . m .  to 5 p . m.  daily  
— L esb ian  A ctiv ist Women 
1614 W llsh ire  B lv d ., Los An
g e le s  , 90017 213-934-6593 
— L esb ian  R esearch  Informa
tio n , Los A ngeles 
Sharon Raphael 213-482-3062 
o r 732-0860
— W om en's G ynecology C lirüc 
1614 W ilsh ire  Blvd. , Los An
g e l e s , 90017 213-482-3062 
— M arin W om en's Sw itchboard 
415-456-5300

Fem inist W om en's H ealth 
Center: 444 48th S t . , O akland 
94609 415-653-2130 
—W om en's Choice C linic 
2930 M cClure S t . , O akland 
94609 415-653-2130
Abortion c lin ic  run by Fem inist 
W om en's H ealth C enter.
—Très Femmes
Lesbian group, c /o  M. Porter 
908 7th S t. , O ceanside  92054 

Our H ealth C enter 
270 Grant Ave. , Palo Alto 
94306 415-327-8717
—W omen's C enter (& book
s to re ) , 1221 20th S t . , 
Sacram ento 95814

Alyssum: D rop-in therapy 
group, 1757 Union S t . , San 
Francisco 94123 415-781-8390 
W eds. 3-7  p . m.

Haight Ashbury W omen's 
C lin ic , 1101 M asonic , San 
F rancisco  94117 415-863-2790 
— D aughters of B ilitis 
1005 M arket S t. , #402-404 
San Francisco 94103 
415-861-8689 
— Lesbian M others Union 
c /o  M etropolitan Community 
Church, 1074 G uerrero, San 
F rancisco  94110

San F rancisco W omen's 
H ealth  C enter
3789 24th S t . , San F rancisco  
94132 415-282-6999 
—W om en's C enter for C rea
tive  C ounseling 
San F rancisco: 415-648-1509 
San M ateo: 342-0278 
Daly City: 756-4736 
— W omen's Counseling Ser
v ic e , 1325 14th A v e ., San 
F rancisco , 94122 
415-665-8852 or 383-4827 
—Women for Women: Psy
chotherapy In s titu te  & Edu
ca tional C enter, 4220 C ali
fornia S t . , San F rancisco ,
94118 415-668-7111 
— W omen's Need C enter 
Gynecology c lin ic , 531 C lay
ton  S t . , San Francisco 94117 
415-621-1003 
—W omen's Switchboard 
620 Sutter S t . , San F rancisco



94102 415-771-8212 
O pen 10 a .m .  to  10 p .m . daily  
Inform ation on h o u sin g , lega l 
& m edical a id ,  jo b s , m ental 
h e a lth , ev en ts  & w om en's 
groups In S .F .
—W om en's C enter & em er
gency ho u sin g , YWCA 
1618 M iss io n , San Raphael 
94901 415-456-0782 
—W om en's Teaching C ollec
tive , San Raphael 457-1736 
—W om en's Center 
429 Sycam ore, Santa Ana 
92708 714-836-1213
__Gay W om en's Group
c /o  6504 Pardall Rd. ,
Santa Barbara
- -W e s t S ide W om en's C enter 
218 W . Venice Blvd. , Venice 
90291 213-823-4774

COLORADO:
—W om en's C enter 
1520 E uclid  
Boulder, 80302 
— Gay W om en's C enter 
c /o  Debby Squires 
2460 S . Ogden 
D enver 80210

— (for in fo .) Pam Reese 
3207 Granada 
Tampa 33609 
813-839-1829

GEORGIA:
_Atlanta Lesbian Feminist
A lliance
1190 Mansfield Ave.
A tlanta 30307

ILLINOIS:
—W om en's C enter 
404 W . W alnut 
Carbondale 62901 
—A lternatives for Teenage Gays 
c /o  Susan Kahn 
5866 N . Broadway 
C hicago 60626 
312-275-1076 (after noon)
_Chicago Lesbian Liberation
c /o  Lincoln Park Presbyterian 
Church
600 W . Fullerton 
Chicago 60614 
—Women's Uberation Union 
852 Belmont, Chicago 60657 
—Women's Center 
3322 N . Halstead 
Chicago 60657 
(will be moving)

IOWA:
—W om en's Inform ation C enter 
YWCA— 8th and Grand 
D es M oines 50309 
515-244-8961
__Women's Collective Health
P ro jec t, 125 N . G ilbert,
Iow a C ity , 52240 
— (info, for gay women) Geri 
319-351-4582 Iowa City 
—W om en's Center 
3 E . M arket 
Iow a City 52240
__Women's Law Collective
Law O ffice
300 W hetstone Building 
Iowa C ity 52240

KANSAS:
— W om en's C oalition  
U niversity  of Kansas 
L aw rence, 66044

MAINE:
— W om en's C enter 
Box 914, Bangor 04401 
— B runsw ick/B ath women s 
C enter
136 M ain S t. , Brunswick 
04011

Pr©©port W^omen's Guild

CONNECTICUT:
—W om en's L iberation C enter 
11 Amity S t .
H artford , 06106 
203-523-8949 
W eekly L esbian D rop-In 
—W om en's L iberation C enter 
Box 3438 , Yale S ta .
New H aven 06520 
—W om en's C enter 
11 N . M ain S t.
N orw alk , 06851

FLORIDA:
__Options (Women's Center)
1825 H endricks Ave. 
Jacksonv ille  32207 
904-398-7728 
—W om en's C enter 
2554 1st A ve.N .
S t. Petersburg 33713 
813-822-8156 
—W om en's C en ter 
T a lla h a sse e  904-599-4049

c /o  M s. N elson-K rause 
RFD 2 , Cumberland C enter 
04021
—W om en's Network 
Barbara C leveland 
Box 46 , Orland 04472

MARYLAND:
— Baltimore W om en's C enter 
101 E , 25th S t. , Apt. B-2 
Baltim ore 21218 
301-366-6475 
L esb ian  Speakers B ureau, 
monthly w om en's d a n c e s , 
rape co u n se lin g , n ew sle tte r , 
c - r  g ro u p s , se lf-d e fe n se  
c l a s s e s ,  sp o rts , a r t i s ts ' 
c o l le c t iv e , referrals

MASSACHUSETTS:
—Every w om an's C enter 
M unson H all, U. of M ass . 
Amherst 01002 413-545-0883 
—Andover W omen's C enter 
Andover Public Library 
Elm Sq. , Andover 01810 
— D aughters of B llitis 
419 B oylston S t . , Rm. 415 
Boston 02116 617-262-1592 
— Boston Area Women Social 
S c ie n tis ts  
Suzanne Heme 
37 C as tle to n  S t.
Jam aica P lain  02130 
— Fem ale L iberation 
639 M assachus'e tts .A ve.
Rm. 314, Cambridge 02139 
B ookstore, speakers bu reau , 
n e w s le tte r , lib rary , rad io  show 
— W om en's C enter 
46 P lea san t S t.
Cam bridge 02139 
Rape C ris is  Center:
2 4 -h r. phone 492-RAPE,
School fo r Women 354-8807 , 
em otional co u n se lin g , 
n e w sle tte r
—W om en's L iberation 
Library C ollective  
492 Putnam A ve., Cambridge 
02139
—W om en's Research C enter 
123 M t. A u b 'n ., Cambridge 
02139 617-876-2128
— C ell 16
2 Brewer S t . , Cambridge 02138

— R adlcalesb ians
Cape Cod Area
Box 821, N . Truro 02652
— Community W om en's C enter
308 M ain, G reenfield  01301
413-773-7519
— Lexington W omen's
C ollective
45 M iddle S t . , Lexington 0 2 1 7 3  
— Sophia S is te rs : Smith C ollege 
L esbian  L iberation 
c /o  Annie Korn 
C lark H ouse, Smith C ollege 
Northampton 01060 
— Valley W om en's C en ter 
200 M ain S t.
N ortham pton 01060 
413-586-2011 
—W omen's. C enter 
6 G osw ald S t.
Provlncetow n 02 675 
617-487-0387

North Shore W om en's C enter 
c /o  Pat W atson 
58 High S t . , Rockport 01966 
--S p rin g fie ld  W om en's C enter 
451 S ta te  S t . , Springfield 
01101 413-732-7113
— Lowell W om en's C enter 
c /o  Ruth Yaw
90 10th S t . , Tewsbury 01876 
—W orcester W om en's C en ter 
905 M ain S f. ,  W orcester 
01610 617-753-9622
—W orcester W om en's L ibera
tion
Box 164, Turnpike S ta . 
Shrew sbury 01545

E . Lansing 48823 

MINNESOTA:
—^ s b l a n  R esource C enter 
710 W . 22nd S t.
M inneapolis 55405 
612-3 74-2345
L ibrary , counseling  and re 
fe rra ls  , cr-r g ro u p s , rec rea 
tio n a l a c t iv i t ie s , s e lf-h e lp  
groups (auto m ech an ics, h ea lth , 
ca rp en try , e tc .)
Open noon to  9 p .m . every  day 
— W om en's C ounseling Service 
621 W . Lake S t.
M inneapolis 55408

MISSISSIPPI:
W om en's Action Movement 

Box 1328, M iss . S ta te  U.
39762
— G ay C ounseling & Educa
tio n a l P ro jec ts , Anne de Bary, 
M is s is s ip p i Gay A lliance ,
Box 4470, M iss . S tate U.
39762

MISSOURI:
—W om en's C enter 
SOIE. R ollins, Columbia 65201 
—W om en's L iberation Union 
3800 M cG ee, Kansas C ity 64111

MICHIGAN:
— Fem inist H ouse
225 E. L iberty , Rm. 203
Ann Arbor 48104
— Gay A dvocate O ffice
M ichigan Union
530 S . S ta te , Ann Arbor 48104
313-763-4186
— G ay A w areness W om en's
K ollective
c /o  Femlrrlst House
313-662-5400
—A lternative Resource C en ter 
c /o  M andella
16261 P eto sk ey , D etroit 48221 
—W om en's C enter 5 4 3  

E . Grand River

NEW HAMPSHIRE:
Concord W om en's C enter 

130 N . M ain S t.
Concord 03103 

D isadvan taged  Women in  
H igher Education 
1 Inc inera to r R d ., Durham 03824 
03824

U pper Valley W om en's C enter 
19 S . M ain S t . , H anover 03755 

Laconia W om en's C enter 
c /o  C arol Pierce 
21 Shore D r . , Laconia 03246 
—The W om en's C enter 
104 M iddle S t. , M anceste r 
03102 603-622-9721
— D aughters o f B llitis 
O ccupan t, Box 137 
Northwood 03261

n e w  JERSEY:
— D aughters of B llitis 
Box 62, Fanwood 07023



NEW MEXICX):
U niversity  of New M exico
1824 Las Lomas Rd. N .E .
Albuquerque 87106
505-277-3716
O pen 8  a .m . to  5 p .m .
L ibrary , re fe r ra ls , lega l
c l in ic , free s to re .
Rape C enter: 277-3393

NEW YORK:
—W omen’s S tudies C ollege 
108 W ln sp ea r, Buffalo 14214 
— W om en's L iberation  C enter 
of N assau  County 
14 W . Columbia S t. 
H em pstead 11511 
— W om en's C en ter F irehouse 
243 W . 20th S t.
New York C ity 10011 
212-255-9802 or 691-3396 
— The W om en's C en ter 
Barnard C o llege , New York 
C ity 10027
—W om en's In ter-A rts C enter 
549 W . 52nd S t.
New York C ity 10019 
212-246-6570 
— L esb ian  sw itchboard  
New York C ity 212-741-2610 
—W om en's C enter 
104 Avondale PI.
S yracuse  13210

OREGON:
—W om en's H ealth  C lin ic 
3537 S .E . Hawthorne 
Portland 97214 
—W om en's High School 
Project

c /o  E llen  G oldberg 
3749 S .E .Y am hill 
Portland 97214
(group w hich  te a c h e s  w om en's 
courses in  Portland a rea  high 
schools)

OKLAHOMA:
— Norman G ay Community 
A lliance
E llison  H a ll, U>. of Oklahoma 
Elm S t. , Norman 73069

NORTH CAROLINA:
— Fem ale L iberation 
Box 954, C hapel H ill 27514 
N ew sle tte r , c - r  g roups, 
th e a tr e .
—W om en's H ealth  Service 
and Rape Line 
C hapel H ill 919-929-7177 
— C harlo tte  W om en's C en ter 
1615 Lyndhurst A ve.
C harlo tte  28203 
704-334-9655 
— (for in fo .)  Lou Sawyer 
2800 Avent F erry , #303 
Raleigh 27606 919-851-5655

PENNSYLVANIA:
—W om en's C enter 
4634 C h este r Ave. 
P h iladelph ia  19104 
215-729-2001 
L esbian  H o tline , w eekly  
le sb ia n  open  house 
—Swarthmore G ay L iberation 
c /o  C h ris tin a  Crosby 
Swarthmore C ollege 
Swarthmore 19081

1106 Hagwood Ave. 
Colum bia 29205

TENNESSEE:
— Knoxville L esb ian  C o llec tive  
2911 Jersey  Ave.
Knoxville 37919

TEXAS:
— W om en's L iberation  
1106 W . 22nd S t. , A ustin 
A ustin 78705 
— D aughters of B llitis  
Box 5944, D a lla s  75222 
—W omen for Change C en ter 
2001 Bryan Tow er, Suite 290 
D allas  75201 214-741-2391

VERMONT:
—W om en's C en ter 
217 N . W inooski 
Burlington 05404 
— Vermont W om en's H ealth  
C en ter
R te . 2 & 7, C o lch es te r 05446 
M ail: Box 29 , Burlington 
— Goddard W om en's C en ter 
Goddard C ollege 
King B asem ent, P la in fie ld  
05667

RHODE ISLAND:
— K ingston W om en's L iberation
M emorial U nion, U . o f  R .I.
Kingston 02881
—W omen’s L iberation  Union
of Rhode Is lan d
Box 2302, E as t Side S ta .
Providence 02906

SOUTH CAROLINA: 
—W om en's C enter

WASHINGTON:
— Earth S ta tion  Seven 
402 15th Ave. E . , S ea ttle  
98102 206-329-8300 
W om en's support groups 
— G ay Fem inist C oalition  
ÎY .S .A .) 206-782-0381 
— L esbian  R esource C en ter 
At th e  YWCA, 4224 
4224 U niversity  W ay N .E . 
S ea ttle  98105 206-632- 
206 -6 3 2 -4 7 4 7 , E xt. 3 
O pen 9 a .m . to  5 p .m . 
L ibrary , sp eak ers  b u reau , 
sm all rap  g ro u p s, co u n se lin g , 
Inform ation .
— S ea ttle  C ounseling  C en ter 
for Sexual M inorities 
1720 16th A v e . , S ea ttle  
206-329-8737 o r 329-8707 
—I t 's  About Time (bookstore)

WASHINGTON D .C .:
—W ashing ton  Area W om en's 
C enter

1736 R S t.N W , 20009 
202-232-5145 o r 232-7533 
O pen 10 a .m . to  10 p .m . 
sev en  days a w eek .
C oun se lin g , Employment d is 
crim ination p ro jec t. D om estic 
re la tio n s  p ro jec t. C redit coun
se lin g  p ro jec t, Sojourner Truth 
School for W omen, lib ra ry , 
n e w sle tte r , S o ph ie 's  Parlor 
(lesb ian  coffee h o u se ), 
W om en's Legal D efense Fund: 
232-5293 .
W om en's C lin ic: 965-5476. 
Abortion C ounseling: 483-4632 

L ill i 's  Gay W om en's Open 
H ouse
Every W ed. in U l l i 's  hom e. 
671-3762
— Rape C risis  C enter 
Box 21005, Kalorama S ta .
20009 202-333-RAPE

B erkeley, CA 94704 
50<:

LIBERA
Eshlem an Hall 
U n iversity  of C alifornia 
B erkeley, CA 94720 
$1

UNION W .A .G .E .
Union W om en's A lliance 
to  G ain  Equality

WISCONSIN:
— D ivorce Group 
Karen 414-444-3142 
M ilw aukee 
—W om en's C oalition  
2211 E . Kenwood, M ilw aukee 
53211
— L esb ian  D iscu ssio n  Group 
M ilw aukee 414-964-2429 
— Women in  T ransition
M ilw aukee 414-562-2505 ___ ____
Support for women moving from B erkeley, CA 9*4705 
dependent to  independent 25<i $ 2 /y e a r $ 5 /in s t .
liv ing  s itu a tio n s .

2137 Oregon St.

PUBLICATIONS

THE LESBIAN TIDE
Tide C ollective
373 N . W estern  A v e ., Rm.202
Los A ngeles, CA 90004
$ 7 .5 0 /y e a r  (monthly)

L isted  here are a ll the fem i
n is t perio d ica ls  we know of 
being  published  as  of 9 /1 /7 3 . 
For our recom m endations see  
page 72.

COUNTRY WOMEN 
Box 51
A lbion, CA 95410 
$ 7 /y e a r

WOMANSPACE JOURNAL 
N ew spaper: w om en's art from 
a fem inist perspective  
11007 Venice Blvd.
Los A ngeles, CA 90034 
$ 4 /y e a r $ 9 /in s t .  (bi-monthly)

DYKES AND GORGONS 
Box 840

AMAZON QUARTERLY 
554 Valle Vista 
O ak land , CA 94610 
$ 4 /y e a r  $6/ i n s t .
$ 5 /p la ln  w rapper or out of U .S

GOODBYE TO ALL THAT
N ew spaper
Box 3092
San D iego, CA 92103

LIBERATED SPACE 
for Women o f th e  Haight 
c /o  Haight Sw itchboard 
1797 Haight
San F ran c isco , CA 94117 
publication  free

MOTHER LODE 
N ew spaper 
Box 40213
San F ran c isco , CA 94140

SAPPmRE 
Lesbian m agazine 
310 Irving S t . , San F rancisco 
94122 (bi-m onthly)
Sflll in  p lann ing ; no Is su e s  
pub lished .

SISTERS
from S .F . D .O .B .
1005 M arket S t. , Suite 402 
San F ran c isco , CA 94103 
$ 5 /year (monthly)

MARIN WOMEN'S 
NEWS JOURNAL 
Box 1412
San R afael, CA 94902 
$4 /year (monthly)

WOMEN AND FILM 
2802 Arizona Ave.
Santa M onica, CA 90404 
$ 3 /year (3 is s u e s )  $ 5 .5 0 /in s t .

SISTER
c /o  W ests id e  W om en's C enter 
218 S. Venice Blvd.
V enice, CA 90291 
$ 3 /year (monthly)

MOMMA
N ew spaper/m agazine  for 
sing le  m others 
Box 567
V enice, CA 90291 
$ 5 /year $ 7 / ln s t .  (monthly)

l i j



WOMEN'S VOICE 
of G reater Hartford 
W om en's L iberation C enter 
11 Amity S t.
H artford, CT 06106

US
Florida fem in is t's  monthly 
4213 W . Bay Ave.
Tam pa, FL 33616 
$ 7 /y e a r

CRIES FROM CASSANDRA
(formerly Amazon N ation
N ew sletter)
c /o  Amazon N ation
2916 N . Burling
C hicago, IL 60659
$ 5 /y ear

BLACK MARIA 
Box 230
River F o rest, IL 60305 
$3.5 0/y e a r  (quarterly)

LAVENDER WOMAN 
Lesbian N ew spaper 
Box 60206 
1723 W . Devon 
C hicago , IL 60660 
$3 /year $6/ i n s t .

THE SPOKESWOMAN 
M onthly n ew sle tte r 
5464 S . Shore Dr.
C hicago , IL 60615 
$ 7 /y ea r $12 /inst.

WOMANKIND 
C hicago W om en's 
L iberation Union 
852 W . Belmont 
C hicago , IL 60657 
$ 4 /y ea r $12 /inst. (monthly)

AIN'T I A WOMAN? 
N ew spaper published  by a 
le sb ia n  co llec tiv e  
Box 1169
Iowa C ity , lA 52240 
$ 5 /y ear $ 2 0 /in s t .

DISTAFF
New O rleans monthly 
fem inist forum

Box 15639
New O rle a n s , LA 70175 
$ 3 /y ea r

UVA URSI
funky le sb ia n  journal 
RFD, R obbinston, ME 04671 
$ 5 /y e a r (6  Issues)

A COLD DAY IN AUGUST 
M onthly n ew sle tte r  
Baltim ore W om en's C enter 
101 E . 25th S t . , Apt.B-2 
B altim ore, MD 21218 
OOi

WOMEN: A JOURNAL OF 
LIBERATION 
3028 Greenmount Ave. 
B altim ore, MD 21218 
$ 4 /y e a r $5 /C anada 
$10/ i n s t .  (quarterly)

FOCUS
Journal from Boston D .O .B . 
Rm. 415, 419 B oylston S t . 
B oston , MA 02116 
$ 5 /y e a r  (monthly)

THE SECOND WAVE 
Box 303, Kenmoie Sq. S ta . 
B oston , MA 02215 
$ 3 /y ea r (monthly) 
add 50<; o u ts id e  U .S .

NO MORE FUN AND GAMES 
C ell 16 
2 Brewer S t.
C am bridge, MA 02138 
$ 1 .5 0 /ls su e

HER-SELF
Community W om en's Paper 
225 E . L iberty , Suite 200 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
$ 4 /y e a r  (monthly)

SO'S YOUR OLD LADY 
710 W . 22nd S t. 
M in n eap o lis , MN 55405 
$ 4 .5 0 /y e a r  d)l-monthly)

SANTA FE WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY MAGAZINE 
520 Jose S t. , #5 
S an ta  F e , NM 87501

FEMINIST ART JOURNAL 
41 Montgomery PI.
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
$ 4 /y ear $ 5 /in s t .  (quarterly)

APHRA
Box 273, Village S ta .
New York, NY 10014 
$ 4 .5 0 /y e a r  $5 /C anada

COWRIE
Community of Women 
359 E . 6 8 th  S t.
New York, NY 10021

FEMINIST STUDIES 
417 R iverside Dr.
New York, NY 10025

MAJORITY REPORT 
Fem inist new spaper 
74 Grove S t.
New York, NY 10014 
$ 3 /y e a r  (monthly)

NOTES 
Box AA
New York, NY 10011 
$ 1 .5 0 /is su e  (yearly)

SOJOURNER
W om en's In terart C enter 
549 W . 52nd S t.
New York,NY

TRIPLE JEOPARDY 
N ew spaper 
346 W . 20th S t.
New Y ork, NY 10 Oil

WOMEN'S STUDIES NEWS
LETTER
The Fem inist P ress 
Box 334
Old W estb u ry , NY 11568 
$ 5 /y e a r  (quarterly)

WOMEN STUDIES ABSTRACTS 
Box 1
Rush, NY 14543
$ 7 .5 0 /y e a r  $ 5 /s tu d e n t
$10/ l n s t .  (quarterly)

FEMINIST NEWSLETTER 
Box 954
C hapel H ill, NC 27514 
$ 4 /y e a r (bi-w eekly)

THE CLEVELAND FEMINIST 
10206 C lifton 
C leveland , OH 44102 
$ 5 /y ear 5 0 i/sa m p le

MS.
123 G arden S t.
M arion, OH 43302 
$ 9 /y e a r  (monthly)

WOMEN'S PRESS 
new spaper 
Box 562
E ugene, OR 97401
$ 3 /y e a r  $3 .50 /C an ad a  & M ex.

WICCE
le s b ia n  Fem inist N ew spaper 
Box 15833, Philadelphia 19103 
$ 3 .5 0 /y e a r  $ 6 .5 0 /2  y ea rs  
$1 . ex tra  for p la in  w rapper

WOMAN BECOMING 
6664 W oodwell S t.
P ittsb u rg h , PA 15217 
$1.2 5 /p e r  is su e

MOTHER JONES GAZETTE 
Knoxville L esbian C o llective  
2911 Jersey  Ave.
K noxville, TN 37919

THE NEW BROOM 
A Journal of W itchcraft 
Box 1646
D a lla s , TX 75221 
$ 4 /y e a r  (quarterly) 
$ 1 .2 5 /s in g le  is su e

I SECOND COMING NEWS
PAPER -  A ustin W om en's 
L iberation 
Box 8011 U .T .S ta .
A ustin , TX 78712

THE LIBERATOR -  an  indepen
dent journal of com mentary on 
fem in ist is s u e s  
1404 Grand A ve.
Fort W orth , TX 76106 
monthly

OFF OUR BACKS 
W om en's News Journal 
1724 20th S t. NW

W ashington , D .C . 20009 
$ S /y ea r $6/C a n a d a  $15/lnst, 
$13 /overseas (monthly)

SCARLET LETTER 
306 N . Brooks S t.
M adison , WI 53715

AMAZON
2211 E . Kenwood Blvd. 
M ilw aukee, WI 53211 
$2 / 6  months (monthly)

CANADA

ON OUR WAY 
Box 4508
Edm onton, Alberta 
$2/y e a r

THE PEDESTAL 
804 R ichards S t.
Vancouver, B .C .
$ 3 /y ea r $ 3 .5 0 /U .S . 
$ 1 0 /in st. $4 /fo reign

PRIORITIES
c /o  2803 W all S t.
Vancouver 6 , B .C .
$2/y e a r

THE NATIVE SISTERHOOD 
Box 515 
K ingston, O nt.

TIGHTWIRE
W om en's Pen iten tiary  Paper 
Box 515
K ingston, O nt.
$2/y e a r

THE NEW FEMINIST 
Box 597, S tation A 
Toronto, O nt.
$3 /year

t h e  o t h e r  WOMAN 
Box 928, S tation Q 
Toronto 7, O nt.
$ 2 /year  $ 3 /U .S . (bi-m onthly)

WINDSOR WOMAN 
76 U niversity  Ave. W,
Rm. 603 
W indsor, O nt.

FEMINIST COMMUNICATION
COLLECTIVE
Box 455
M ontreal 215, P .Q .

LONGTIME COMING 
Lesbian N ew spaper 
Box 161, S tation  E 
M ontreal 151, P .Q .
$3 /year (monthly)

QUEBECOISES DEBOUTTE 
3908 M entana 
M ontreal, P .Q .
$3 /year

E N G L A N D

SHREW
W om en's L iberation Woricshop 
3 Shavers PI.
P iccad illy , London 
SWTY 4HE

SAPPHO
BCM /Petrel



London WCI 
(monthly)

OTHER COUNTRIES

FOWNES STREET JOURNAL 
7 Fownes S t.
Dublin 2 , Ire land

WOMEN OF VIETNAM 
39 Hang Chuoi 
Hanoi

BROADSHEET 
48 S t. Andrews Rd. 
Auckland 3 , New Zealand

LA TORCHON BRULE 
109 Bd. B eaum archais 
Paris 3 , France

NUEVA ACCION FEMENINA 
Rambla Reb. de Peru 815 
Apt. 1101
M ontevideo, Uruguay

B O O K S T O R E S
The follow ing are e ith e r  femi
n is t booksto res or s to re s  w ith 
a s ig n ifican t le sb ia n -fe m in is t 
co llec tio n .
s ig n ifican t le sb ia n -fe m in is t 
c o l le c t io n s .

ANTIGONE BOOKS 
710 S . Lehigh Dr. 
T ucson , Arizona 85710

GRANMA BOOKSTORE 
2509 T elegraph  Ave. 
B erkeley, C a . 94704

UP HASTE 
2506B H aste  
B erkeley , C a . 94704

HOMEFRONT BOOKSTORE 
6529 M adrid 
G o le ta , C a. 93017

A WOMAN'S PLACE

5251 Broadway 
O ak land , C a. 94618

THE WOMEN'S STORE 
415 7 Adams A ve.
San D iego, C a . 92116

MODERN TIMES 
3800 17th S t.
San F ran c isco , Ca

SACRAMENTO WOMEN'S 
CENTER & BOOKSTORE 
1221 20th S t.
S acram ento , CA 95814

MIDNIGHT SPECIAL
1335 1/2 W . W ashington Blvd.
V enice, C a . 90291

SISTERHOOD BOOKSTORE 
1351 W estw ood Blvd.
Los A ngeles, C a. 90024 
THE WOMEN'S VOICE 
673 S . Pearl S t.
D enver, Colorado 802 09

COMMUNITY BOOKSHOP 
2028 P S t. N .W .
W ash in g to n , D . C .  20036

EARTH WORKS 
1724 20th S t. N . W.

W ashing ton , D . C .  20009

CO-OP BOOKS and RECORDS 
652 W . T en n essee  S t. 
T a lla h a sse e , F lo rida 32 304

OPTIONS
Bookstore & W om en's C enter 
1825 H endricks Ave. 
Jack so n v ille , F lorida 32207

WOMEN'S LITERATURE 
ALUANCE
3232 Valley View Dr. 
Bloomington, Ind iana  47401

WALDEN BOOKSTORE 
M aine M all
S . P ortland , M aine 04106

THE RED BOOK 
91 River S t. 
Cam bridge, Mass , 02139

AMAZON BOOKSTORE 
3240 C ed arA v e . S . 
M inneapolis , M inn. 55407

LEFT BANK BOOKS 
6254 Delmar
St. L o u is , M issouri 63130

LABYRIS BOOKS 
33 Barrow St.
New York, N.Y.  10014

OSCAR WILDE 
MEMORIAL BOOKSTORE 
291 M ercer S t.
New York, N.Y.  10003

WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE 
706 S . E .  Grand Ave. 
Portland , O regon 97214

DAVID'S BOOKSHELF 
205 S. 38th S t. 
P h ilad e lp h ia , Pa. 19104

PENELOPE AND SISTERS 
603 S. 4th S t. 
P h iladelph ia , P a . 19147

IT'S ABOUT TIME
5502 U niversity  W ay N.E.
S e a ttle , W ashington 98105

ftiMU KUSES TOO 
733 Asp S t. , Suite A 
Norman, Oklahom a 73069

RHUBARB BOOKSTORE 
1618 W . W ells S t.
M ilw aukee, W isconsin  53233

VANCOUVER 
WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE 
804 Richards S t.
Vancouver, B. C.

LETTUCE OUT BOOKSTORE 
31 Dupont S t.
Toronto 5 , O ntario

LIBRARIE D' AVANT-GARDE 
226 Est .  Rue S te . C atherine 
M ontreal 129, Quebec

O ther p la c e s  to  look;
Many W om en's C enters se ll  
lite ra tu re  & many more keep 
u p -to -d a te  lib ra r ie s .
S o c ia lis t booksto res often  
carry fem in ist & le sb ian  li te r 
a tu re . Look in  your loca l 
phone book under M ilitant 
Bookstore, P ioneer B ookstore, 
or Pathfinder Bookstore.

WOMEN IN 
THE ARTS

V I S U A L  ARTI STS  
AND C R A F T S W O M E N

WEB (W est E ast Bag)
An in te rn a tio n a l network of 
women a r t is ts  
Complete l i s t  o f WEB con
ta c ts  av a ilab le  from: 
Fem inist Art Journal 
lOi + stam ped s e lf -  
ad d ressed  envelope 
Printed Spring of 1973

Women A rtist Slide R egis
tries . O pen to  a ll women 
a r t i s ts .  S lides shown to  
w om en's g ro u p s, sc h o o ls , 
m useum s, p rospective  buy
e rs ,  e tc .  W rite for inform a
tion on how to jo in  to :
Los A ngeles: Judy C h icago ,

14iZ0 Van N uys Blvd. , Pa- 
colm a
San F rancisco : H elene 
F ried , S . F .  Art In s titu te ,
800 C hestnut S t.
W ashington D . C . :  Rosemary 
W rig h t-Jasln o w sk i, 1023 
Independence Ave. S.E.
New York C ity : Lucy Lippard, 
138 Prince S t. , N.Y.  10012

S ea ttle ; Anne Focke, 922 E. 
Alder S t. , W ash ing ton , 98122 
Boston: Barbara M o rris , C ity 
H all, M a s s .
C leveland : Karen E ubel, 11420 
F airch ild  # 2 , O hio, 44106

THE FLAMING APRON CO. 
W om en's c ra fts  co-Op 
5108 Sherbrooke W.
M on trea l, Q uebec

CLITARTISTS
c /o  Ann R izzo or Kaye Beth 
1321A A lcatraz 
B erkeley , C a . 94702

LOS ANGELES C O U N aL  OF
WOMEN ARTISTS
c /o  Brurla F inkel, 1225 Hall
Santa M onica, C a , 90405

WOMANSPACE
10007 V enice Blvd.  , Los
A ngeles, C a . ,  90034

c / o  Chicago W om en's Libera
tio n  Union 
852 W . Belmont 
C hicago , 111. 60657

LESBIAN ARTISTS GROUP 
c /o  Gay Advocate 
530 S . S tate 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

WHERE WE AT 
(Black Women A rtists) 
c /o  Kay Brown 
M edger Evers C ollege 
C ity  U niversity  of N.Y.
1127 Carroll S t.
Brooklyn. N.Y.  11225

UPSTATE WOMEN INTERART
COALITION
c /o  Shelly Farkas
RD 1 Box 282
High F a lls , N.Y.  12240

AIR (Artists in  Residence)
97 W ooster S t.
New York C ity , N.Y. , 10017

W om en's In tera rt C enter 
549 W . 52nd S t.
9th and 10th floors 
New York C ity , N.Y.  
212-246-6570

WOMEN IN THE ARTS 
c /o  C ynthia N avaretta 
Box 4476 Grand C entral 
New York C ity , N.Y. 10017

WOMANCRAFT 
407 W . Franklin 
C hapel H ill, N . C .

PENELOPE AND SISTERS 
W om en's craft store 
603 84th S t.
P h iladeph la , Pa.

PHILADELPHIA WOMEN'S 
ART CENTER 
c /o  Joan Hubbard 
3311 C hestnut S t. 
P h ilad e lp h ia , Pa.



M U S I C :
—EYES (Post W om en's L ibera
tio n  Rock Band)
Box 11056, O ak land , CA 94611 
415-652-0959
— NEW HAVEN WOMEN'S LIB
ERATION ROCK BAND
c /o  Jennifer Abod, Genny 
B la isd e ll, 1504 Boulevard,
New H aven, CT 06511 
203-389-1971 
—FAMILY OF WOMAN 
(Lesbian Fem inist Band)
919 W . Newport 
C h icago , IL 60657 
312-929-1871
— CHICAGO WOMEN'S LIBER
ATION ROCK BAND
c /o  C hicago W om en's L ibera
tio n  U nion, 852 W . Belmont, 
C h icago , IL 60657 
—THE DEADLY NIGHTSHADE 
(Rock Band) Apple Valley Rd. , 
A shfield , MA 01330 
—ANN ARBOR LESBIAN BAND 
c /o  S u san , 533 N . M ain,
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
— HEARTS AND STRUGGLES 
(W omen's M usic for Women) 
Allx D obkin, 330 E . 70th S t . , 
New York, NY 10021 
212-988-1881
— CHOICE COMPANY (Band) 
c / o  The Box O ffice ,
2335 N . W.  12th S t . ,
Oklahom a C ity , OK 73107 
—WINE, WOMEN AND SONG 
c /o  Box 15833,
P h ilad e lp h ia , PA 19103
— MY SISTER'S SONG 
(Women com piling an an tho lo 
gy of current w om en's music) 
Box 90475, M ilw aukee, WI 
53202 (write to  add or rece ive  
inform ation)

TH EA TRE :

— WOMANSONG THEATRE 
(Fem inist th e a tre  troupe w hich 
re la te s  to  a l l  women and wo
m en 's  is s u e s — includ ing  le s 
b ia n s) Box 15462, A tlan ta , GA 
30333 Crhey'll trav e l any
w here for e x p e n se s .)

— LESBIAN FEMINIST THEATER 
c /o  Jody Lynch, 4515 
4515 N . W olco tt,
C h icago , IL 60640 
— EARTH ONION WOMEN'S 
THEATRE, 1832 Park Rd. NW 
W ash ing ton , D . C .  20010

R A D I O ,  V I D E O ,  F I L M :

— B erkeley, CA: U nlearning to  
Not S peak , Mon. & Fri. 12:45 
p . m . , T u es . 10 p . m . ;  L esbian  
Air, 2nd Sun, of ea c h  month;
& W om en's N ew s, 7:15 p . m .
on a lte rna ting  T h u r.-----a ll on
KPFA fm, 2207 Shattuck  Ave . , 
B erkeley , CA 94704 
415-848-6767.
— Los A ngeles, CA: L esbian 
S is te r s , monthly rad io  show; 
90 . 7  fm,  11 p . m . , 1st T ues. 
o f each  month.
— A tlan ta , GA: W eekly  le s 
b ian  rad io  show;WRFG; con
ta c t  A tlanta L esb ian  Fem inist 
A lliance for d e ta i l s .
— Buffalo, NY: W eekly  le sb ia n  
rad io  show  by S is te rs  of Sap
pho C o llective; WBFO fm;
3435 M ain S t . ,  S . U . N . Y . A . M .  
B uffalo.
— Durham, NC: Duke W om en's 
Radio C ollective; WDBS fm, 
Duke U niversity .
— P hiladelph ia , PA: Learning 
to  Fly: Radio Free Women; 
WVHY fm.
— N ational D irectory of W o
men in  Video: in  th e  July-Au
g u st 1973 is su e  of O ff Our 
Backs .
—W om en's Film C o -o p ,
200 M ain S t . ,
N ortham pton, MA 01060 
413-586-2011.
— The m ost com plete ca ta lo g  
of W om en's Films av a ilab le : 
Women and Film (La Femme e t 
Le Film): In tern a tio n a l F e s ti
v a l 1973; write for Inform ation 
to  Ann M acK enzie, c /o  
c /o  9a C harles S t. W . , 
T oronto, O ntario M4Y 1R4 
C an ad a .

P R E S S E S
WOLLSTONE CRAFT PRESS 
6399 W ilsh ire  Blvd.
Los A ngeles, CA 90048 
213-653-1745

WOMEN'S PRESS COLLECTIVE 
5251 Broadway 
O ak land , CA 94618 
Eating A rtichokes by 
W illyce Kim, $1.
Edward the  D vke. by
Judy G rahn, $1.25
C hild of M y se lf , by Pat Parker
Pat Parker, $1.
Poster: C hild of M yself, 
by W endy C adden , $1.
The Common W om an, by 
Judy G rahn, 25«!;
The E lephant Poem Coloring 
Book. 85 i 
Woman to  W om an.
Poetry A nthology, $1.50

BLACK AVIDOW PUBLICATIONS 
Box 3062,  B erkeley , CA 94703

MAMA'S PRESS
2500 M arket S t . , O ak land , CA

MAUD GÖNNE PRESS 
306 12th S t . , O ak land , CA 
94612 415-444-4183

SHAMELESS HUSSY PRESS 
Box 424,  San L orenzo, CA 
94580

DIANA PRESS, INC.
12 W . 25th S t.
B altim ore, MD 21218 
301-366-9262
T hese  Days . by  Lee L a lly , $1.

MOTHER JONES PRESS 
19 Hawley S t.
N ortham pton, MA 01060 
413-584-0314

RAGNARÖK PRESS 
311 M emphis S t.
H olly S p rin g s , MS 38635 
A B allet of O s c i l la t io n s . 
by Rochelle H olt, $2 . 50  
C hildren of th e  M oon.
Poetry A nthology, $3.

S to n e s , by D aisy Aldan, $3. '  
A Peacefu l In te n t. 
by Rochelle H olt, $2.50

VIOLET PRESS
Box 398,  New York, NY 10009 
Looking at W om en. 
by Fran W lnan t, $1 .
We Are All L esb ian s ,
Poetry A nthology, $2 .

THE FEMINIST PRESS 
E d ito ria l o ffice : Box 334,  
O ld W estbury , NY 11568 
D istribu tion  office:
10920 B atte rsea  L n . , 
C olum bia, MD 21044 
C ata log  A vailable

LOLLIPOP POWER 
Box 1171, C hapel H ill, NC

1919-929-5057 
Pub lishers of n o n -se x is t 
c h ild re n 's  books

DAUGHTERS, INC.  
P la in fie ld , VT 05667 
Ruby Fruit Tunale.
by Rita Mae Brown

IMPORTANT RESOURCES
— G ay L iberation Book S erv ice 
Box 40397, San F ran c isco ,
CA 94140. Free C ata log .
—W om en's Yellow P ag es, 
Boston W om en's C o llec tiv e , 
651 Concord Ave . ,
Cam bridge, MA 02138 
—Tim es Change P re ss , 
Penw ell R d . , W ash ing ton , N

07882; fem inist and le sb ia n  
m aterial (as w ell as  o ther sub 
je c ts )— w rite for c a ta lo g .
— HELP: A Resource Booklet 
for W om en. 2nd ed ition  Sep. 
1973; $1 . from W om en's Cen
te r ,  Barnard C o lleg e , New 
York, NY 10027— info , on con
tinu ing  edu ca tio n  & vocational 
gu id an ce , fam ily p lann ing , 
d ay ca re , w om en's g roups, l e 
gal s e r v ic e s , fem in ist reading 
g u id e .
— Fem inist Book M art,
162-11 9th A v e ., W hites tone ,
NY 11357 Free C ata log ,
— N ational D irectory of Pub
lish e rs  . from N ational A sso
c ia tio n  of C ollege S to re s , 
O berlin , OH 44074 , 2 5 i 
—W om en's Survival Manual 
A fem in ist handbook on sep a r
ation  and divorce from Women 
in  T ran s itio n , 4634 C h este r 
A v e . , P h ilad e lp h ia , PA 19143 
— Know, I n c . , Box 86031, 
P ittsburgh , PA 15221; They pub
lish  yearly  d irec to rie s  of wo
m en 's c e n te rs , fem in ist s tu d ie s  
program s, e t c . — w rite for com
plete. in form ation .
— First Things F irs t,
(fe-m ail o rder house) 
c /o  Sue Sojourner,

(237 7th S t. SE, W ash ing ton , 
D . C .  20003 202-546-4951 
Books b y , for and about women 
“Any t i t l e s ,  au thors you w ant, 
they  o rder.

L E SB I A N  BARS

T hese are le sb ian  bars re 
commended by women we met 
P lea se  check w ith w om en's 
cen te rs  in  your area  to  find 
out about a lte rn a tiv e s  to  the  
bars  (dances, open h o u se s , 
e t c . ) .
— Ma ud ' s ,  937 Cole S t . ,
San F ran c isco , CA 
— S c o tt 's  P it, 10 S anchez , 
San F ran c isco , CA 
— K elly 's S aloon , 3489 20 th , 
San F ran c isco , CA 
—The Cafe Lib, 132 New 
Park Ave. ,  H artford, CT 
—The Villa C apri, a t M ain 
iSt A llen S t, , Buffalo, NY 
(M ostly le sb ia n s ,  bu t men 
w ander in— sm all & crowded) 
—The Porthole, 75 R te. 9W , 
C o ngers , NY 212-268-7441 
—Bonnie & C lyde, 82 W.
3rd S t . ,  New York, NY 
212-473-9304 
—T a sh 's  C ab are t, 316 W . 
B urnside, Portland , OR 
503-227-4854 
— S o p h ie 's  Parlor, (at the 
W ashington  Area W om en's 
C en ter), 1736 R S t. NW, 
W ash ing ton , D . C .  (call cen 
te r  for days and tim es) 
— Phase O ne, 525 8th  St .SE,  
W ash ing ton , D . C .
—The Beer G arden, 3743 W . 
U lle t, M ilw aukee, WI



AMAZON QUARTERLY RECOMMENDS:

JOURNALS

APHRA— One o f th e  o ld est and b e s t of th e  arts  
jo u rn a ls . My opin ion  dropped la s t  i s s u e , 
how ever, a fte r th e y  prin ted  a ch ap te r from 
Marge P ie rcy 's  new bunky b o o k , Small Chan
g e s . Q uite o ften  p rin ts  p lays w hich I find 
erud ite  and b o rin g .

COUNTRY WOMEN—O ften has ex ce lle n t p rac
t ic a l  adv ice for women liv ing  independen tly  
in  the  country a s  w ell as art and p o e try .

FEMINIST ARTS JOURNAL— C hock-fu ll of 
w om en's a rt work and a r tic le s  on w om en's 
art h is to ry . O fte n , though , i t  has  featured 
only th e  s lick  NY art s c e n e .

NOTES--These o n c e -a -y e a r  co llec tio n s  are 
alw ays in sp iring  and make good te x ts  for 
w om en's s tu d ie s ,  CR g roups, e tc .

THE SECOND WAVE—The b e s t genera l w om en's 
jo u rn a l. Some m ajor w om en's movement 
a r tic le s  have app>eared here f i r s t .

WOMEN AND FILM—Im p ress iv e , huge Is su e s  
devoted to  w om en's film s and women in  film 
h is to ry .

WOMEN'S STUDIES ABSTRACTS—A way to  
find out the k inds of a r tic le s  being w ritten  
about and by women (books and thesestoo> . 
Indexed  by s u b je c t .  Too few  sm all w om en's 
m agazines are Indexed—but l e t 's  try to  get 
them  to  change th is .

NEWSPAPERS

MAJORITY REPORT— Focus on NYC, but a good 
source  of n a tio n a l new s to o .

OFF OUR BACKS—The b e s t na tional new spaper 
in th a t it c a rr ie s  a good b a lan ce  of new sy 
n ew s, re f le c tio n , and w om en's cu ltu re .

WICCE—A new  le sb ia n -fe m in is t new spaper 
coming out o f P h ilad e lp h ia . W e can recom 
mend th is  s trong ly  on the balSis of th e  fine 
women who are  putting  i t  to g e th e r . Several 
good in te rv iew s in  th e  O ctober is s u e — one 
w ith  AQ's e d ito rs .
(We can  not a t  th is  tim e recom mend th a t you 
spend  your money on any o f th e  o ther le sb ia n  
m agazines o r n ew sp ap e rs .)

WOMEN'S PRESS— My vote for the  b e s t W est 
C oast paper. It fo cu ses  on O regon, bu t has 
some o ther n ew s . L ittle  on le sb ia n s  though .

P lease  send  u s  your w riting  and a rt w ork. We 
are e sp e c ia lly  in  need  o f good f ic tio n  and 
v isu a l a r t .  Photographs are a cc ep tab le  as 
w ell a s  photographs o f la rg e r w o rk s . We 
guarantee re tu rn  only  w hen your work is  
accom panied by  s e lf -a d d re s s e d , stam ped en 
velo p e . P lea se  allow  th ree  months for return  
as  we are a q u a rte rly . Also w e 're  p lanning  a 
large sec tio n  for le tte rs  in  our n ex t i s s u e .
Let us know w hat you th ink  abou t th is  sp ec ia l 
i s s u e . . .fu tu re  o n e s , e tc .

TH E H O L I D A Y S  ARE C O M I N G

P LEASE TRY TO T H I N K  OF S O M E 
O N E  S P E C I A L  W H O  Y O U  W O U L D  
LIKE TO R E M E M B E R .  WHY N O T  
GIVE HER A G I F T  S U B S C R I P T I O N  
TO A . Q . ?  WE W I L L  I N C L U D E  A 
CA R D  W I T H  Y OUR NAME I N  HER 
F I R S T  I S S U E .  O R D E R  N O W  AS 
THE MAI L S  ARE S L O W  AT H O L I D A Y  
TI  ME .
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